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Matthew

The Family History of Jesus
(Lk. 3:23b-38)

10 Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh.
Manasseh was the father of Amon.

This is the family history of Jesus Christ. ~ Amon was the father of Josiah.

He came from the family of Davicand

Abraham’

2

Abrahant was the father of Isaac.
Isaac was the father of Jacob.
Jacob was the father of Judah and
his brothers.
Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah.
(Their mother was Tamar.)

Perez was the father of Hezron.
Hezron was the father of Ram.
Ram was the father of Amminadab.
Amminadab was the father of Nahshon.
Nahshon was the father of Salmon.
Salmon was the father of Boaz.

(Boaz' mother was Rahab.)
Boaz was the father of Obed.

(Obed's mother was Ruth.)
Obed was the father of Jesse.
Jesse was the father of King David.
David" was the father of Solomon.

(Solomon’s mother had been

Uriah's wife.)

Solomon was the father of Rehoboam.
Rehoboam was the father of Abijah.
Abijah was the father of Asa.

Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat.
Jehoshaphat was the father of Jehoram.
Jehoram was the father of Uzziah.
Uzziah was the father of Jotham.
Jotham was the father of Ahaz.

Ahaz was the father of Hezekiah.

David King of Israel about 1000 years before Christ.
Abraham The most respected ancestor of the Jews.

11 Josiah was the grandfather of Jehoiathin
and his brothers.
(This was during the time that thiewish
people were taken to Babylgio be slaveg)

12 After they were taken to Babylon:
Jehoiachin was the father of Shealtiel.
Shealtiel was the grandfather of Zerubbabel.

13 Zerubbabel was the father of Abiud.
Abiud was the father of Eliakim.
Eliakim was the father of Azor.

14 Azor was the father of Zadok.

Zadok was the father of Achim.
Achim was the father of Eliud.

15 Eliud was the father of Eleazar.
Eleazar was the father of Matthan.
Matthan was the father of Jacob.

16 Jacob was the father of Joseph.
Joseph was the husband of Mary,
and Mary was the mother of Jesus.
Jesus is called the Christ.

17So there were fourteen generations from
Abrahani to David: And there were fourteen
generations from David until the time when
the people were taken to Babylon. And there
were fourteen generations from the time when
the people were taken to Babylon until Christ
was born.

The Birth of Jesus Christ
(Lk. 2:1-7)
18The mother of Jesus Christ was Mary.
And this is how the birth of Jesus happened.

Jehoiachin Literally, “Jechoniah,” another name for Jehoiachin.
Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.
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Mary was engaged to marry Joseph. Bdéwish priests and teachers of the law. Herod
before they married, Mary learned that slasked them where the Christould be born.
was pregnant with a child. Mary was pregnafithey answered, “In the town of Bethlehem in
by the power of the Holy Spirit: 1Mary’s Judea. The prophietvrote about thisin the
husband, Joseph, was a good man. He did 8otiptures;:
want to bring shame to Mary before the . :
people. So he planned to divorce her secretly. ° Betglﬁ g?g]i’n']n é??aﬁn:mog# udah,
20But after Joseph thought about this, an y the rulerg of Judah J
angel of the Lord came to Joseph in a dream. Yes. a ruler will come from vou
The angel said, “Joseph, son of Davidpn't and that ruler will lead Isrgel’
be afraid to accept Mary to be your wife. The mv people.” L
baby that is in her is from the Holy Spirit. y Peopie. Micah 5:2
21She will give birth to a son. You will name 7Then Herod had a secret meeting with the
the son JesusGive him that name because hgise men from the east. Herod learned from
will save his people from their sins.” the wise men the exact time they first saw the
22All this happened to make clear the fulktar. 8Then Herod sent the wise men to
meaning of the things the Lord said through trBethlehem. Herod said to the wise men, “Go
prophet: 23The virgin® will be pregnant and and look carefully to find the new baby. When
will give birth to a son. They will name himyou find the baby, come tell me. Then | can go
Immanuel.” (Immanuel means, “God with us.”) worship him too.”
24AWhen Joseph woke up, he did the thing 9The wise men heard the king and then left.
that the Lord’s angel told him to do. Joseprhey saw the same star they had seen in the
married Mary.25But Joseph had no sexuadast. The wise men followed the star. The star
union with Mary until she gave birth to thavent before them until it stopped above the
son. And Joseph named the son Jesus.  place where the baby wa¥The wise men
, . were happy to see the star. They were very
Wise Men Come to Visit Jesus excited.11The wise men came to the house
2Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehemhere the baby was. They saw the baby with
Judea. He was born during the time wheits mother Mary. The wise men bowed down
Herod was king. After Jesus was born, somnd worshiped the baby. The wise men opened
wise men from the east came to Jerusal@ime the gifts they brought for the baby. They gave
wise men asked people, “Where is the new baby baby treasures of gold, frankincense, and
that is the king of the Jews? We saw the stagrrh. 12But God warned the wise men in a
that shows he was born. We saw the star risgli@am. God warned them not to go back to
the sky in the east. We came to worship him."Herod So the wise men went home to their
3King Herod heard about this new king obbwn country a different way.
the Jews. Herod was troubled about this. And
all the people in Jerusalem were worried too.  Jesus' Parents Take Him to Egypt
“Herod called a meeting of all the leading 13After the wise men left, an angel of the
Lord came to Joseph in a dream. The angel
Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit ofsald’ Get up: Take the bab-y and his mOther
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he do?pd escape to Egypt. Herodill $tar? looking
God's work among peaple in the world, or the baby. Herod wants to kill him. So stay
son of David Person from the family of David, second king oi EQypt until I tell youit is safg.”

Israel, about 1000 years before Christ. 1450 Joseph got up and left for Egypt with
Jesus The name Jesus means “salvation.” )
prophet A person that spoke for God. Sometimes a prophet toﬁ@e baby and the baby s mother. They left

things that would happen in the future.
virgin A girl that is not married and has never had sexual relation€hrist The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.
“The virgin ... Imnmanuel” Quote from Isa. 7:14. Scriptures Holy Writings—the Old Testament.
Herod Herod | (the Great), ruler of Judea, BQ. to 4B.C. frankincense and myrrh Expensive perfumes.
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during the night15Joseph stayed in Egypt The Work of John the Baptizer

until Herod died. This happened to make (Mk. 1:1-8; Lk. 3:1-9, 15-17; Jn. 1:19-28)

clear the full meaning of what the Lord sai)At that time John the Baptizer came and
through the prophétThe Lord said, “I called \JAbegan telling people a messageom

my son to come out of Egypt.” God,. This was in the desert area of Judea.
. . 2John said, “Change your hearts and lives,
Herod Kills the Baby Boys in Bethlehem because the kingdom of heaven is coming

16Herod saw that the wise men had fooledoon.”3John the Baptizer is the one that Isaiah
him. Herod was very, very angry. So Herothe prophétwas talking about. Isaiah said:
gave an order to kill all the boys in Bethlehem . : L .
and in all the area around Bethlehem. Herod Tpsrrg ':rae ?ﬁésveg sfhooruttr:r;gL@réhe Gesert
had learned from the wise men the tintke I\EI)ake his at>rlls straight”
baby was borp It was now two years from that P Y \saiah 40:3
time. So Herod said to kill all the boys that were saan =g
two years old and younge¥/So the thing God  4John’s clothes were made from camel’'s
said through the prophieleremiah happened: hair. John had a leather belt around his waist.
For food, John ate locustand wild honey.
SPeople went to hear John. The people came
from Jerusalem and all Judea and all the area
around the Jordan RivefPeople told the sins
they had done, and John baptizédem in the
Jordan River.

'Many Phariseésand Sadduceésame to
the place where John was baptizing people.
When John saw them he said to them: “You

Joseph and Mary Return from Egypt
P ) P are all snakes! Who warned you to run away

19After Herod died, an angel of the Lor?l% ; : -
- - God’s anger that is coming¥ou must
came to Joseph in a dream. This happe the things that show that you have really

while Joseph was in Egypi’The angel said, anged your hearts and livésind don't

“Get up! Take the baby and his mother and
: Aink that you can boast and say to yourselves,
Eﬁ I%rabe . The pet()jpledt,hat were trying to ki Albraham*yisuour father.” | tell y)gu t%a? Go\él
© baby aré now deac. uld make children for Abraham from these
250 Joseph took the tgaby and the babfgcks herel0The ax is now ready to cut down
m‘;tp%%%%l\’;%nst tv(\)/ ;zranéé.vE\BluLiJr?sei%h Jhﬁggd he trees. Every tree that does not make good
: 19 ir&it will be cut down and thrown into the fire.
Archelaus became king when his father Her | baptize you with water to show that
\(ljvlgg.ﬁ;#ggiﬁhaw(?rseggalggo\]%gethﬁr?éfg(t)ﬁ E] changed your hearts and lives. But there is
: P erson coming later that is greater than | am.

and went to the area of Galile8Joseph went :
to a town called Nazareth and lived there. AA&‘m not good enough to take off his shoes for

so the thing happened that God said throu

h
i i I%custs Insects like grasshoppers. The law of Moses said that
the propheté'GOd said tha&the Chns}would locusts could be eaten. See Lev. 11:21-22.

18 “A sound was heard in Ramah.
It was bitter crying
and much sadness.
Rachel cries for her children:
and she cannot be comforted,
because her children are dead.”
Jeremiah 31:15

be called a Nazarerie. baptize(d) A Greek word meaning to immerse, dip, or bury a
person or thing briefly under water.

Herod Herod | (the Great), ruler of Judea, BQ. to 4B.C. Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that
prophet A person that spoke for God. Sometimes a prophet told claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs.

things that would happen in the future. SadduceesA leading Jewish religious group. They accepted only
“| called ... Egypt” Quote from Hos. 11:1. the first five books of the Old Testament. They believed that
prophets People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote books people don't live again after death.

that are part of the Old Testament. Abraham The most respected ancestor of the Jews.

Nazarene A person from the city of Nazareth, a name probablyees The people that don't obey God. They are like “trees” that
meaning “branch.” See Isa. 11:1. will be cut down.
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him. He will baptize you with the Holy Spifit  5Then the devil led Jesus to the holy city
and with fire.12He will come ready to clean(Jerusalem)The devil put Jesus on a very high
the grain: He will separate the good graimplace on the templeSThe devil said, “If you
from the straw. He will put the good part odre the Son of God, jump off. Why? Because it
the grain into his barn. And he will burn thes written,in the Scriptures,

part that is not good. He will burn it with a fire ‘God will command his angels for you,

that cannot be stopped. and their hands will catch you,
Jesus Is Baptized by John so that you will not hit your foot
(Mk. 1:9-11; Lk. 3:21-22) on a rock. Psalm 91:11-12
LAt that time Jesus came from Galilee t0 73esys answered him, “It also sais the
the Jordan River. Jesus came to John aggfiptures,
wanted John to baptizéim. 14But John tried ‘
to say that he was not good enough to baptize You must not tesfdoubt)the Lord

m

Jesus. John said, “Why do you come to me to your God. Deuteronomy 6:16

belgaptized? | should be baptized by you!" ~stpen the devil led Jesus to the top of a very
Jesus answered, ‘Let it be this way f¢fian mountain. The devil showed Jesus all the
now. We should do all things that are rightyingdoms of the world, and all the great things

Solgohn agreed to baptiztesus. hat are in those kingdon&The devil said, “If
Jesus was baptizednd he came up out 0 ou will bow down and worship me, | will
the water. The sky opened, and he saw Gog§a you all these things.”

Spirit coming down on him like a dov&And ~ 10jags said to the devil, “Go away from

a voice spoke from heaven. The voice sai LIt ic written ;
“This (Jesus)is my Son and | love him. | amlme’ Satant ltis writteqin the Scripture;

very pleased with him.” *You must worship the Lord your God.
Serve only him!™  peuteronomy 6:13
The Temptation of Jesus

(Mk. 1:12-13; Lk. 4:1-13) 11So the devil left Jesus. And then some

Then the Spiritled Jesus into the deser@19€ls came to Jesus and helped him.
Jesus was taken there to be tempted by the - .
devil. 2Jesus ate nothing for 40 days and Jesus E(;,\EAEE'?if_'fﬂi%}?ﬁ%”ee

nights. After this, he was very ungiiihe 15045 heard that John was put in prison.

devil came to Jesus to tempt him. The de - -
o Jesus went back to Galilé&lesus did not
said, “If you are the Son of God, tell thesg1ay in Nazareth. He went and lived in

rocks to become bread.”
. P Capernaum, a town near the lakleake
4 “ . ’ o
Jesus answered him, “It is writtgim the Galilee). Capernaum is in the area near

Scriptures, Zebulun and Naphtali#Jesus did this to make
‘Itis not just bread that keeps people alivehappen what the prophdsaiah said:

People’s lives depend on what 15 * L ook at the land of Zebulun

God says. and the land of Naphtali,
the lands by the road that goes to the sea,
the area past the Jordan River—
Galilee, the land where non-Jewish
Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of people live.
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does
God's work among people in the world.
clean the grain John means that Jesus will separate the good
people from the bad people.
baptize(d) A Greek word meaning to immerse, dip, or bury temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.
person or thing briefly under water. prophet A person that spoke for God. Sometimes a prophet told
Scriptures Holy Writings—the Old Testament. things that would happen in the future.

Deuteronomy 8:3
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16 Those people live in darknegsn), followed Jesus. These people were from
but they have seen a great light; Galilee, the Ten TownsJerusalem, Judea,
the light has come for those people and the area across the Jordan River.
that live in the land that is dark
like a grave.” Isaiah 9:1-2 Jesus Teaches the People

_ Lk. 6:20-23
17From that time Jesus began to tell peopg ( )

g L Jesus saw the many people that were
Wwhat God wanted This is what he said: o "o jes5 went up on a hill and sat

“Change your hearts and lives, because t - -
: - , i wn. His followers came to hintJesus
kingdom of heaven is coming soon. taught the people. He said:

Jesus Chooses Some Followers 3 “What great blessings there are for the people
(k. 1:16-20; Lk. 5:1-11) that know they have spiritual needs!

18Jesus was walking by Lake Galilee. He  The kingdom of heaven belongs to them.
saw two brothers, Simon (Cﬁ”@d Peter) ands What great b|essings there are for the

Simon’s brother Andrew. The two brothers pe0p|e that are sad now!
were fishermen and they were fishing in the God will comfort them.
lake with a net19esus Said, “Come follow 5 What great b|essings there are for the

me. | will make youa different kind Oj pe0p|e that are humble!

fishermen. You will work to gather people, They will have the langGod promiseg

(ot fish.” 20Simon and Andrew left their nets 6 \what great blessings there are for the

and followed Jesus. _ _ people that want to do right more than
2lJesus continued walking by Lake Galilee. anything elsd

He saw two other brothers, James and John,  God will fully satisfy them.

the sons of Zebedee. They were in a boat with? What great b|essings there are for the
their father Zebedee. They were preparing people that give mercy to other people!
their nets to catch fish. Jesus told the brothers  Mercy will be given to them.

to come with him22So the brothers left the s What great b|essings there are for the
boat and their father, and they followed Jesus. people that are pure in their thinking!

They will be with God.
Jesus TeaCh(fE. %f‘gjgfls People 9 What great blessings there are for the

people that work to bring peace!
God will call them his sons and daughters.
What great blessings there are for the people

23Jesus went everywhere in the country of
Galilee. Jesus taught in the synagoguesd
told the Good News about the kingdom of :
heaven. And Jesus healed all the people’s Tthhé':lmedtgerﬁtgghbeag\l)é;Oégltgrrllgsggotdﬁem
diseases and sicknessé4The news about g g '
Jesus spread all over Syria. And people!People will say bad things against you
brought all the sick people to Jesus. These saikd hurt you. They will lie and say all kinds of
people were suffering from different kinds oévil things against you because you follow me.
diseases and pain. Some people were sufferBig when people do those things to you, know
with very bad pain, some people had demorthat God will bless youl?Be happy and glad.
inside them, some people were epileptiesid You have a great reward waiting for you in
some people were paralyzédippled). Jesus heaven. People did those same bad things tc
healed all these peopleMany, many people the prophetsthat lived before you.

Ten Towns Greek, “Decapolis,” an area on the east side of Lake
synagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered for Galilee. It once had ten main towns.
prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings. land God promised See Ps. 37:11.
demon(s) Demons are evil spirits from the devil. want ... more than anything else Literally, “hunger and thirst ...."
epileptics People with a sickness that causes them sometimegtophets People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote books
lose control of their bodies. that are part of the Old Testament.
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You Are like Salt and You Are like Light with other people, you will be judged. And if
(Mk. 9:50; Lk. 14:34-35) you say bad things to another person, you will
13*You are the salt of the earth. But if the salbe judged by the Jewish council. And if you
loses its taste, then it cannot be made salty agaiall another person a fool, you will be in
Salt is good for nothing, if it loses its salty tastedanger of the fire of hell.
It must be thrown out and people walk on it. 23'So when you offer your gift to God,
1#You are the light that gives light to thehink about other people. If you are offering
world. A city that is built on a hill cannot beyour gift before the altdr,and you remember
hidden.1°And people don't hide a light undethat your brother has something against you,
a bowl. No. People put the light on a lamigthen leave your gift there at the altar. Go and
table. Then the light shines for all the peopteake peace with that person. Then come and
in the housel6in the same way, you should beffer your gift.
a light for other people. Live so that people 25'If your enemy is taking you to court, then
will see the good things you do. Live so théecome friends with him quickly. You should
people will praise your Father in heaven.  do that before you go to court. If you don't
N become his friend, then he might give you to
Jesus and the Old Testament Writings the judge. And the judge might give you to a
17Don't think that | have come to destroyguard to put you in jail2éAnd | tell you that
the law of Moses or the teaching of the you will not leave that jail until you have paid
prophets. | have not come to destroy theieverything you owe.
teachings. | came to give full meaning to their
teachings1él tell you the truth. Nothing will Jesus Teaches About Sexual Sin
disappear from the law until heaven and earth2™You have heard that it was said, ‘Don't
are gone. The law will not lose even thgo the sin of adultery.28But | tell you that if
smallest letter or the smallest part of a lettarperson looks at a woman and wants to sin
until all has happened?A person should obeysexually with her, then that person has already
every command, even a command that dagsne that sin with the woman in his miéf
not seem important. If a person refuses to ob@yur right eye makes you sin, then take it out
any command and teaches other people noatl throw it away. It is better to lose one part
obey that command, then that person will fag your body than to have your whole body
the least important in the kingdom of heavethrown into hell.30If your right hand makes
But the person that obeys the law and teaclyes sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better
other people to obey the law will be great v lose one part of your body than for your
the kingdom of heaver?d tell you that you whole body to go into hell.
must do better than the teachers of the law and
the Pharisees.f you are not better people, Jesus Teaches About Divorce
then you will not enter the kingdom of heaven. (Mt. 19:9; Mk. 10:11-12; Lk. 16:18)
31|t was also said, ‘Any person that
Jesus Teaches About Anger divorces his wife must give her a written notice
2*You have heard that it was said to owf divorce.” 32But | tell you that any person
people long ago, ‘Don't kill any persénAnd that divorces his wife is causing his wife to be
any person that kills will be judgec?But | guilty of the sin of adultery. The only reason
tell you, don't be angry with another persoffor a person to divorce his wife is if his wife
Every person is your brother. If you are anghad sexual relations with another man. And

prophets People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote books
that are part of the Old Testament. altar Place where sacrifices or gifts are offered to God.
Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group thi@on't ... adultery’ Quote from Ex. 20:14; Deut. 5:18.
claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs. ‘Any person ... divorce” Quote from Deut. 24:1.
‘Don't.... person’ Quote from Ex. 20:13; Deut. 5:17. adultery Breaking a marriage promise by sexual sin.
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any person that marries that divorced womansgnds rain to people that do good and to people

guilty of the sin of adultery. that do wrong46lf you love only the people
, . that love you, then you will get no reward.
Jesus Teaches About Making Promises Even the tax collectorsdo that.47And if you

3¥You have heard that it was said to oware nice only to your friends, then you are no
people long ago, ‘When you make a Vowbetter than other people. Even the people
(promise) don’t break that promise. Keep theithout God are nice to their friend$So you
vows (promises)that you make to the Lord.” must be perfect, the same as your Father in
34But | tell you, never make a vow. Don’heaven is perfect.
make a vow using the name of heaven, -
because heaven is God's throff@on't make Jesus Teaches About Giving
a vow using the name of the earth, because fi& “Be careful! When you do good things,
earth belongs to God. Don't make a vow usirgJdon’t do those things in front of people.
the name of Jerusalem, because that is the @fyn't do those things for people to see you. If
of the great KingGod). 3¢And don't even say you do that, then you will have no reward
that your own head is proof that you will keefsom your Father in heaven.
your vow. You cannot make one hair on your 2“When you give to poor people, don’t
head become white or black’Say only ‘yes’ announce that you are giving. Don’t do like the
if you mean yes, and say only ‘no’ if you meahnypocrites do. They blow trumpets before they
no. If you must say more than ‘yes’ or ‘no," igjive so that people will see them. They do that

is from the Evil Ondthe devil) in the synagoguésand on the streets. They want
o other people to give honor to them. I tell you the
Jesus TeaChe(SLKA%QZLg Egﬁghtlﬂg Back truth. Those hypocrites already have their full

‘ ) L reward.3So when you give to poor people, give
3%You have heard that it was said, ‘An ey&yery secretly. Don't let any person know what

for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth¥But I tell  you are doing4Your giving should be done in

you, don't stand against an evil person. Becret. Your Father can see the things that are

someone hits you on the right cheek, then tugbne in secret. And he will reward you.
and let him hit the other cheek toBlf a person

wants to sue you in court and take your shirt, Jesus Teaches About Prayer
then let him have your coat toé!f a soldier (Lk. 11:2-4)
forces you to walk with him one mile, then go 5“When you pray, don’t be like the
with him two miles.42If a person asks you forhypocrites. The hypocrites love to stand in
something, then give it to him. Don't refuse tdhe synagoguésand on the street corners and
give to a person that wants to borrow from youpray loudly. They want people to see them
pray. | tell you the truth. They already have
Love All People their full reward.8When you pray, you should
(Lk. 6:27-28, 32-36) _ go into your room and close the door. Then
“43*You have heard that it was said, ‘Lov@ray to your Father. He is there in that secret
your neighbor and hate your enemy*But | place. Your Father can see the things that are
tell you, love your enemies. Pray for thosgone in secret. And he will reward you.
people that do bad things to yotlf you do  7“And when you pray, don't be’like those
this, then you will be true sons of your Fathgfeople that don’t know God. They continue

in heaven. Your Father lets the sun rise for t Qymg things that mean nothing. Don't pray
good people and the bad people. Your Father

vow A very strong promise that a person makes, often using tia& collector(s) Jews hired by the Romans to collect taxes. They

name of something important. often cheated, and the other Jews hated them.
‘When ... Lord’ See Lev. 19:12; Num. 30:2; Deut. 23:21. hypocrites Bad people that act like they are good.
‘An eye ... tooth” Quote from Ex. 21:24; Lev. 24:20. synagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered for

‘Love your neighbor’ Quote from Lev. 19:18. prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.
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like that. They think that God will hear thenmouse and steal the things you ha¥&o save
because of the many things they $&on’t be your treasure in heaven. The treasures in heaven
like those people. Your Father knows theannot be destroyed by moths or rust. And
things you need before you ask hiio when thieves cannot break in and steal that treasure.
you pray, you should pray like this: 21Your heart will be where your treasure is.
22How you look at other people makes you
the kind of person you arélf you look at
people and want to help them, you will be full of
light (goodness)But if you look at people in a
selfish way, you will be full of darknegsvil).
And if the only light you have is really darkness,
- then you have the worst kind of darknéss.
11 Give usﬂlﬁes?ongﬁ \?vselﬂeheeda}/c?rnéach da 24No person can serve two masters at the
: . Y time. He will hate one master and love the
12 Forgive the sins we have done, sar:ne ter. Or he will fol ter and
the same as we have forgiven the peopfé er master. Lr e Will TOToW oné master an
fuse to follow the other master. So you cannot

that did wrong to us. -
13 Don't let us be tempteested) serve God and Monéyat the same time.

but save us from the Evil One Put God's Kingdom First
(the devil)” (Lk. 12:22-34)

layes, if you forgive other people for the things 2%'So I tell you, don’t worry about the food
they do wrong, then your Father in heaven wijou need to live. And don’t worry about the
also forgive you for the things you do wrongglothes you need for your body. Life is more
15But if you don't forgive the wrong thingsimportant than food. And the body is more
people do to you, then your Father in heavéfiportant than clothegSLook at the birds.

‘Our Father in heaven,
we pray that your name will always
be kept holy.
10 We pray that your kingdom will come,
and that the things you want
will be done here on earth,

will not forgive the wrong things you do. They don't plant or harvest or save food in
barns. But your heavenly Father feeds those
Jesus Teaches About Fasting birds. And you know that you are worth much

16'When you fast, don't make yourselvesmore than the birds:’You cannot add any

look sad. The hypocritésio that. Don't be time to your life by worrying about it.

like the hypocrites. They make their faces look 26/And why do you worry about clothes?
strange to show people that they are fastindTQOK at the flowers in the field. See how they
tell you the truth, those hypocrites alreadyrow. They don’t work or make clothes for
have their full reward17So when you fast,themselves.29But | tell you that even
make yourself look nice. Wash your facéolomon, the great and rich king, was not
18Then people will not know that you ardlressed as beautifully as one of these flowers,
fasting. But your Father that you cannot sdéGod clothes the grass in the field like that.

will see you. Your Father sees the things thBfiat grass is living today, but tomorrow it is
are done in secret. And he will reward you. thrown into the fire to be burned. So you know

that God will clothe you much more. Don't
Serving God Is More Important than Money have so little faith!

(Lk. 12:33-34; 11:34-36; 16:13) 31Don’'t worry and say, ‘What will we eat?’
1¥Don't save treasures for yourselves herer ‘What will we drink?" or ‘What will we
on earth. Moths and rust will destroy treasuragear? 32All the people that don't know God

here on earth. And thieves can break into your

Verses 22, 23Literally, "22The lamp of the body is the eye. So, if
Verse 13 Some Greek copies add: “For the kingdom and the your eye is purgwithout envy)your whole body will be full of
power and the glory belong to you forever and ever. Amen.” light. 23But if your eye is evil, your whole body will be dark.
fast To live without food for a time of prayer or mourning. So, if the light in you is darkness, how much is the darkness."
hypocrites Bad people that act like they are good. Money Or, mamonaan Aramaic word meaning "wealth."
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try to get these things. Don't worry, because A Very Important Rule

your Father in heaven knows that you need12Dg to other people the same things you
these things33The thing you should wantwant them to do to you. This is the meaning of

most is God's kingdom and doing the googhe law,of Moses and the teaching of the
things God wants you to do. Then all theggophets.

other things you need will be given to you.
3450 don't worry about tomorrow. Each day The Way to Heaven and the Way to Hell

has enough trouble of its own. Tomorrow will (Lk. 13:24)
have its own worries. 1¥Enter through the narrow gagthat opens
, the way to heavgnThe road that leads to hell
Jesus Teaches About Judging People is a very easy road. And the gate to hell is very
(Lk. 6:37-38, 41-42) wide. Many people enter that gatéBut the

7“D00’t judge other people, and God Wwilyate that opens the way ttrug life is very
not judge you?If you judge other people,small. And the road tgrue life is very difficult

you will be judged in the same way you judg@ard). Only a few people find that road.
them. And the way you give to other people

will be the way God gives to you. Watch the Things People Do

3Why do you notice the small piece of dust (Lk. 6:43-44; 13:25-27)
that is in your brother’s eye, but you don’t 15'Be careful of false prophetsThey come
notice the big piece of wood that is in youo you and lookgentlg like sheep. But they are
own eye?*Why do you say to your brotherreally dangerougike, wolves.16You will know
‘Let me take that little piece of dust out ofhese people because of the things they do.
your eye'? Look at yourself first! You stillGood things don't come from bad people, the
have that big piece of wood in your own eysame as grapes don’'t come from thorn bushes
SYou are a hypocrite First, take the wood outAnd figs don't come from thorny weedsin
of your own eye. Then you will see clearly tthe same way, every good tree makes good
take the dust out of your brother’s eye. fruit. And bad trees make bad frul€A good

&Don't give holy things to dogs. They willtree cannot make bad fruit. And a bad tree
only turn and hurt you. And don’t throw youcannot make good fruit’Every tree that does
pearls to pigs. They will only step on them. not make good fruit is cut down and thrown

. into the fire20You will know these false people
Continue to Ask God for All You Need by the fruit they makéhings they da)
, (tk19-13) 21“Not every person that says that | am his

7“Continue to ask, and God will give to you) ord will enter the kingdom of heaven. The
Continue to search, and you will find. Continugnly people that will enter the kingdom of
to knock, and the door will open for yoiYes, heaven are those people that do the things tha
if a person continues asking, that person Wﬂhy Father in heaven wan&0On the last day
receive. If a person continues looking, '[hahany people will say to me, ‘You are our
person will find. And if a person continueg ord! We spoke for you. And for you we
knocking, the door will open for that person. forced out demorisand did many miracles.

¥Do any of you have a son? If your somsThen | will tell those people clearly, ‘Go

asked for bread, would you give him a rockgvay from me, you people that do wrong. |
No! 100r if your son asked for a fish, woulthever knew you.
you give him a snake? N&! You are not like
God—you are evil. But you know how to give
good things to your children. So surely YOWkophets People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote books
heavenly Father will give good things to those that are part of the Old Testament.
people that ask him. false prophets People that say they speak for God but do not
really speak God's truth.
demon(s) Demons are evil spirits from the devil.
hypocrite A bad person that acts like he is good. miracle(s) Amazing works done by God’s power.
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A Wise Person and a Foolish Person 8The officer answered, “Lord, | am not good
(Lk. 6:47-49) enough for you to come into my house. All you
24Every person that hears these things | saged to do is command that my servant be
and obeys is like a wise man. The wise maealed, and he will be healed. myself am a
built his house on rocklt rained hard and man under the authoritipower) of other men.
the water rose. The winds blew and hit thand | have soldiers under my authority. | tell
house. But the house did not fall, because thiee soldier, ‘Go,” and he goes. | tell another
house was built on rockéBut the person thatsoldier, ‘Come,” and he comes. | say to my
hears the things | teach and does not obssrvant, ‘Do this,” and my servant obeys rle.
those things is like a foolish man. The foolisknow that you also have power like thfs.
man built his house on sardlt rained hard, 1%When Jesus heard this, he was amazed.
the water rose, and the winds blew and hit thigsus said to those people that were with him,
house. And the house fell with a loud noise.”“l tell you the truth. This man has more faith
28When Jesus finished saying these thingsan any person | have found, even in Isfael.
the people were amazed at his teachingMany people will come from the east and
29Jesus did not teach like their teachers of tiiem the west. Those people will sit and eat
law. Jesus taught like a person that hadth Abraham, Isaac, and Jacom the

authority(power) kingdom of heaven!2And those peopléthe
_ Jews)that should have the kingdom will be
Jesus Heals a Sick Man thrown out. They will be thrown outside into
(Mk. 1:40-45; Lk. 5:12-16) the darkness. In that place people will cry and

8Jesus came down from the hill. Manyyrind their teethwith pain.”

Jmany people followed himZThen a man = 13Then Jesus said to the officeiGo home.
sick with leprosy came to Jesus. The mayour servant will be healed the way you
bowed down before Jesus and said, “Lord, yBglieved he would.” And at that same time his

have the power to heal me if you want.” servant was healed.

3Jesus touched the man. Jesus said, “I want
to heal you. Be healed!” And immediately the Jesus Heals Many People
man was healed from his lepras§Then Jesus (Mk. 1:29-34; Lk. 4:38-41)

said to him, “Don't tell any person about what 14Jesus went to Peter's house. There Jesus
happened. But go and show yourself to tlsaw that Peter's mother-in-law was in bed
priest’ And offer the gift that Moseswith a high fever.13Jesus touched her hand
commandedfor people that are made well and the fever left her. Then she stood up and

This will show people that you are healed.” began to serve Jesus.
. 16That evening people brought to Jesus
Jesus Heals an Officer's Servant many people that had demdriaside them.
(Lk. 7:1-10; Jn. 4:43-54) Jesus spoke and the demons left the people.
SJesus went to the city of Capernaum. WheRsus healed all the people that were sick.

Jesus entered the city, an army officeame 17jesus did these things to make happen what
to him and begged for helfiThe officer said, |sajah the prophesaid:

“Lord, my servant is very sick at home in bed.

He can't move his body and has much pain.” He took away our diseases .
7Jesus said to the officer, “I will go and heal and carried away our sicknesses.
him.” Isaiah 53:4

Israel The Jewish nation (people).
leprosy A very bad skin disease. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob Three of the most important Jewish
show yourself to the priest The law of Moses said a priest must  leaders during the time of the Old Testament.
say when a Jew with leprosy was well. demon(s) Demons are evil spirits from the devil.
officer A centurion, a Roman army officer who had authorityprophet A person that spoke for God. Sometimes a prophet told
over 100 soldiers. things that would happen in the future.
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Following Jesus you make us leave these men, please send u
(Lk. 9:57-62) into that herd of pigs.”

18Jesus saw that all the people were around2Jesus said to them, “Go!” So the demions
him. So Jesus told his followers to go to tHeft those men and went into the pigs. Then the
other side of the lakéThen a teacher of thewhole herd of pigs ran down the hill and into
law came to Jesus and said, “Teacher, | witle lake. All the pigs drowned in the water.
follow you any place you go.” 33The men that had the work of caring for the

20Jesus said to him, “The foxes have holegys ran away. They went into town and told
to live in. The birds have nests to live in. Bube people what happened. They told about all
the Son of Mahhas no place where he cathat happened with the pigs and with the men
rest his head.” that had demong“Then the whole town went

2TAnother man, one of Jesus’ followersyut to see Jesus. When the people saw Jesu:
said to Jesus, “Lord, let me go and bury nilgey begged him to leave their area.
father first, Then | will follow you,” .

22Byt Jesus said to him, “Follow me, and let Jesus Heals a Crippled Man

the people that are dead bury their own dead.” (Mk. 2:1-12; Lk. 5:17-26)
Jesus got into a boat and went back across

The Followers See Jesus' Power the lake to his own town2Some people
(Mk. 4:35-41; Lk. 8:22-25) brought to Jesus a man that was paralyzed
23Jesus got into a boat and his followe(srippled) The man was lying on a mat. Jesus
went with him.24After the boat left the shore saw that these people had much faith. So Jesus
a very bad storm began on the lake. The wagesd to the paralyzed man, “Young man, you'll
covered the boat. But Jesus was sleepig glad to hear this! Your sins are forgiven.”
25The followers went to Jesus and woke him. 3Some of the teachers of the law heard this.
They said, “Lord, save us! We will drown!” They said to themselves, “This méiesus)
26Jesus answered, “Why are you afraid? Ydalks like he is God—that is blasphery.
don't have enough faith.” Then Jesus stood and4Jesus knew they were thinking this. So Jesus
gave a command to the wind and the waves. Tkaid, “Why are you thinking such evil thoughts?
wind stopped, and the lake became very calm.>-6The Son of Mah has power on earth to
2The men were amazed. They said, “Whtdrgive sins. But how can | prove this to you?
kind of man is this? Even the wind and thidaybe you are thinking it was easy for me to

water obey him!” say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,No one could see
if it really happened.But what if | say to the
Jesus Sends Demons Out from Two Men man, ‘Stand up and walk'? Then you will be
(Mk.5:1-20; Lk. 8:26-39) able to see that | really have this power.” So

28Jesus arrived at the other side of the lajgsus said to the paralyzed man, “Stand up.
in the country of the Gadarenpeople. There, Take your mat and go home7And the man
two men came to Jesus. They had demorsood up and went homéThe people saw this
inside them. These men lived in the buriahd they were amazed. The people praised God

caves. They were very dangerous. So peopdegiving power like this to people.
could not use the road by those cav&$he

two men came to Jesus and shouted, “Whatdo  Matthew (Levi) Follows Jesus

you want with us, Son of God? Did you come (Mk. 2:13-17; Lk. 5:27-32)

here to punish us before the right time?” %When Jesus was leaving, he saw a man
30Near that place there was a large herd mdmed Matthew. Matthew was sitting at his

pigs feeding3'The demonshegged Jesus, “Ifplace for collecting taxes. Jesus said to him,

“Follow me.” Then Matthew stood up and
Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this ﬁ)”OWGd Jesus.
the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people.
Gadarene From Gadara, an area southeast of Lake Galilee.
demon(s) Demons are evil spirits from the devil. blasphemy Saying things against God.
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10Jesus ate dinner at Matthew’s house. Jesus Gives Life to a Dead Girl
Many tax collectorsand other bad people and Heals a Sick Woman
came and ate with Jesus and his followers. (Mk. 5:21-43; Lk. 8:40-56)
11IThe Phariseéssaw that Jesus was eating 18While Jesus was saying these things, a
with these people. The Pharisees asked Jedeader of the synagogti€ame to him. The
followers, “Why does your teacher eat witleader bowed down before Jesus and said, “My
tax collectors and other bad people?” daughter has just died. But come and touch her
12Jesus heard the Pharisessay this. So with your hand, and she will live again.”
Jesus said to the Pharisees, “Healthy peoplé®So Jesus stood up and went with the
don't need a doctor. It is the sick people thigader. Jesus’ followers went too.
need a doctort3 will tell you something. Go  20There was a woman that had been
and learn what it means: ‘I don’'t want animdlleeding for twelve years. The woman came
sacrifices; | want you to show kindness thehind Jesus and touched the bottom of his
people.” | did not come to invite good peoplecoat. 21The woman was thinking, “If I can

| came to invite sinners.” touch his coat, then | will be healed.”
. N 22Jesus turned and saw the woman. Jesus
Jesus Is Not like Other Religious Leaders said, “Be happy, dear woman. You are made
(Mk. 2:18-22; Lk. 5:33-39) well because you believed.” Then the woman

14Then the followers of Jolincame to \as healed.

Jesus. They said to Jesus, “We and the23jesys continued going with the Jewish
Phariseesfast often. But your followers |eader and went into the leader’s house. Jesus
don't fast. Why?”  saw people there that make music for funerals.
15Jesus answered,When there is aAnd he saw many people there upgecause

wedding, the friends of the bridegrodmare the girl died. 24Jesus said, “Go away. The girl
not sad while he is with them. But the timg not dead. She is only asleep.” But the people
will come when the bridegroom will leavaaughed at JesugAfter the people were put
them. The friends are sad when thgut of the house, Jesus went into the girl's
bridegroom leaves. Then they will fast. ~ room. Jesus held the girl's hand, and the girl

1#When a person sews a patch over a hole @food up.26The news about this spread all
an old coat, he never uses a piece of cloth thaldfound the area.

not yet shrunk. If he does, the patch wahrink
and pull away from the coat. Then the hole will Jesus Heals More People

be worse.l’Also, people never pour new wine 27\When Jesus was leaving there, two blind
into old wine bags.Why? Because the old bagsnen followed him. The blind men said loudly,
will break. The wine will spill, and the wine“Show kindness to us, Son of Davitl.
bags will be ruined. But people always pour 28Jesus went inside, and the blind men went
new wine into new wine bags. Then the wingith him. Jesus asked the men, “Do you believe
and the wine bags will continue to be good.”  that | am able to make you see again?” The
blind men answered, “Yes, Lord, we believe.”
29Then Jesus touched their eyes and said,
, “You believe that | can make you see again, S0
tax collector(s) Jews hired by the Romans to collect taxes. Thethis will happen B0Then the men were able to
often cheated, and the other Jews hated them. in. J ) d th t |
Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group taf€ agal_n. “esu31 warne em very s ror]g ’Y
claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs. ~ JeSUS said, “Don't tell any person about this.
‘| don’t ... people’ Quote from Hos. 6:6.
John John the Baptizer; he told people about Christ's coming.

Read Mt. 3; Lk. 3.
fast To live without food for a time of prayer or mourning. synagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered for
bridegroom A man that is getting married. prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.

wine bags Bags made from the skin of an animal and used f8on of David Name for the Chris{Messiah) He was from the
holding wine. family of David, king of Israel about 1000 ye®&<.
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31But the blind men left and spread the newdphaeus, and Thaddaeu§imon the Zealot
about Jesus all around that area. and Judas Iscariot. Judas is the one that gawve
32When the two men were leaving, somdesus to his enemies.
people brought another man to Jesus. This marpJesus gave these twelve apostlssme
could not talk because he had a demuside orders. Then he sent theta tell people about
him. 33Jesus forced the demon to leave the mahe kingdom Jesus said, “Don’t go to the non-
Then the man that couldn’t talk was able tdewish people. And don’t go into any town
speak. The people were amazed and said, “Wiere the Samaritahdive. 6But go to the
have never seen anything like this in Israel.” people of Israelthe Jews) They are like sheep
34But the Phariseéssaid, “The leader ofthat are lost’When you go, tell them this:
demons (the devil)is the one that gives himThe kingdom of heaven is coming soon.’

(Jesuspower to force demons out.” 8Heal sick people. Give dead people life again.
Heal those people that have leprosiorce
Jesus Feels Sorry for the People demons to leave people. | give you these

35Jesus traveled through all the towns apdwers freely. So help other people freely.
villages. Jesus taught in their synagoguesl °Don't carry any money with you—gold or
told people the Good News about thglver or copperi®Don't carry a bag. Take for
kingdom. And Jesus healed all kinds ofour trip only the clothes and shoes you are
diseases and sicknesséSesus saw the manywearing. Don't take a walking stick. A worker
people and felt sorry for them. Jesus felt sorsfiould be given the things he needs.
for the people because the people werel*When you enter a city or town, find
worried and helpless. The people were lilkkwme worthy person there and stay in his
sheep without a shepherd to lead themome until you leavel2When you enter that
37Jesus said to his followers, “There arfgome say, ‘Peace be with yoddlf the people
many, many people to harve§&tave) But in that home welcome you, then they are
there are only a few workers to help harvesrthy of your peace. May they have the
them.38God owns the harvegpeople) Pray peace you wished them. But if the people
to him that he will send more workers to helgon't welcome you, then they are not worthy

gather his harvest.” of your peace. Take back the peace you
. o wished for them14And if a home or town

Jesus Sends His Apostles on a Mission refuses to welcome you or listen to you, then

(Mk.3:13-19; 6:7-13; Lk. 6:12-16,9:1-6) leave that place. Shake their dust off your

101esus called his twelve followerseet: 19 tell you the truth. On the judgment
ogether. Jesus gave them power ovgdy it will be worse for that town than for the

evil spirits. Jesus gave them power to heglwns of Sodom and Gomorrah.
every kind of disease and sickneSgese are

the names of the twelve apostleSimon Jesus Warns About Troubles

(also called Peter) and his brother Andrew; (Mk. 13:9-13; Lk. 21:12-17)

James, son of Zebedee, and his brother Johnt6“Listen! | am sending you, and you will

3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas antie like sheep among wolves. So be smart like

Matthew, the tax collectar;James, son ofsnakes. But also be like doves and do nothing
wrong.17Be careful of people. They will arrest

demon(s) Demons are evil spirits from the devil. Zealot The Zealots were a Jewish political group.
Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group th8amaritans People from Samaria. They were part Jewish, but the
claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs. Jews did not accept them as pure Jews.

synagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered feprosy A very bad skin disease.
prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings. ~ Shake their dust off your feet A warning. It would show that
apostles The men Jesus chose to be his special helpers. they were finished talking to these people.
tax collector(s) Jews hired by the Romans to collect taxes. The&§odom and Gomorrah Cities that God destroyed to punish the
often cheated, and the other Jews hated them. evil people that lived there.
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you and take you to be judged. They will whithose little birds can die without your Father
you in their synagogués!8You will be taken knowing it. 3%God even knows how many hairs
to stand before governors and kings. Peoglee on your head!So don't be afraid. You are
will do this to you because of me. You will telivorth much more than many birds.

about me to those kings and governors and to . ‘

the non-Jewish peopléWhen you are Telling People About Your Faith

arrested, don't worry about what to say or how (Lk. 12:8-9)

you should say it. At that time you will be *When a person stands before other people
given the things to sagdt will not really be and says he believes in me, then | will say that

you speaking. The Spirit of your Father will bgerson belongs to me. I will say this before my
speaking through you. Father in heaver#3But when a person stands

21“Brothers will turn against their ownbefore people and says he does not believe in

brothers and give them to be killed. Fathers wile, then | will say that person does not belong to
turn against their own children and give them Ege. I will say this before my Father in heaven.

be killed. Children will fight against their own . .

parents and will send their parents to be killed. Following Jesus May Bring ¥ou Trouble

22All people will hate you because you follow . (Lk. 12:51-53; 14:26-27) _

me. But the person that continues strong until the’* DON't think that | have come to bring
end will be saved?When you are treated badip€ace o the earth. | did not come to bring
in one city, go to another city. | tell you the trufp€ace. | came to bring a swort-=4 have
You will not finish going to all the cities of IsragFOMe t0 make this happen:

before the Son of Marcomes again. “The people in a person’s own family
24/ student is not better than his teacher. A will be his enemies.
servant is not better than his masteA student A son will be against his father.

should be satisfied to become like his teacher. A daughter will be against her mother.
A servant should be satisfied to become like his A daughter-in-law will be against her
master. If the head of the family is called mother-in-law.’ Micah 7:6
Beelzebulthe devil) then the other members of

the family will be called worse names! S7"Any person that loves his father or
mother more than he loves me is not good

Fear God, Not People enough to follow me. Any person who loves
(Lk. 12:2-7) his son or daughter more than he loves me is
26‘So don’t be afraid of those peoplenot good enough to follow mesif a person
Everything that is hidden will be shownwill not accept the crossuffering)that will be
Everything that is secret will be made know. given to him when he follows me, then that
tell you these things in the dafsecretly) But | person is not good enough for m®Any
want you to tell these things in the light. | spegierson that loves his lifgnore than he loves
these things quietly and only to you. But youne Wwill lose true life. Any person that gives
should tell these things freely to all peoplelp his life for me will find true life.
28Don't be afraid of people. They can only kill ,
the body. They cannot kill the soul. The only one God Will Bless People Who Accept You
you should fear is the Orfod)that can destroy (Mk. 9:41)
the body and the soul. He can send the body and’The person that accepts you also accepts
the soul to hel2When birds are sold, two smalM€- And the person that accepts me also
birds cost only a penny. But not even one 8£Cepts the On€God) that sent me:HAny
person that meets a propheind accepts him
will get the same reward a prophet gets. And

synagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered sgny person that accepts a good man because
prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.
Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this is

the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his peopjgrophet A person that spoke for God.
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that man is good will get the same reward a 11 tell you the truth: John the Baptizer is
good man gets#f any person helps one ofgreater than any man that has ever lived. But
these little ones because they are my followeesyen the least important person in the kingdom
then that person will truly get his reward. Thabf heaven is greater than Joli#&Since the time
person will get his reward even if he only gavdohn the Baptizer came until now, the kingdom

my follower a cup of cold water.” of heaven has been going forward strongly.
, People using force have been trying to get the
Jesus and John the Baptizer kingdom. 13All the prophet$ and the law,of
(Lk.7:18-35) Moses spoke until the time John came. They

1 1JeSU5 finished telling these things to higld about the things that would happéfAnd
twelve followers. Then Jesus left therg you will believe the things the law and the
and went to the towns in Galilee to teach thgophets said, then you will believe that John is
people and tell theqabout God Elijah.* The law and the prophets said he
2John the Baptizer was in prison. He heaigbuld come5You people that hear me, listen!
about the thlngs Christ was domg. So JOhﬂlG“What can | say about the peop|e that live
sent some of his followers to Jes@dohn’s today? What are they like? The people today
followers asked Jesus, “Are you the man thafe iike children sitting in the market place.

John saigwas coming, or should we wait foone group of children calls to the other group,
another man?”

4Jesus answered, “Go back to John and tefl’ “We played flute music for you,

him about the things that you hear and see: but you did ot dance;
5Blind people are able to see again; crippled ~ Wesangasadsong,
people are able to walk again; people that have but you were not sad.

leprosy are healed; deaf people can heagwhy do | say people are like thatBecause
again; dead people are raised from death; &fhn came, and he did not gléite other people
the Good Newsis told to the poor people.or drink wine. And people say, ‘He has a
6The person that can accepte is blessed.”  demori inside him.’19The Son of Mah came
While John's followers were leaving, Jesugating,like other peopleand drinking wine,
began talking to the people about John. Jesyil people say, ‘Look at him! He eats too much
said, “What did you people go out to the desefitd drinks too much wine. He is a friend of tax
to see? A weedblown by the wind? No! collectors and other bad people.’ But wisdom

8Really, what did you go out to see? A mag shown to be right by the things it does.”
dressed in fine clothes? No! Those people that

wear fine clothes live in king's palace¥50  Jesus Warns People That Don't Believe
what did you go out to see? A proptteles, (Lk. 10:13-15)
and | tell you, John is more than a prophet.20Then Jesus criticized the cities where he
10This Scripturé was written about John:  did most of his miracles.Jesus criticized those
o0 - cities because the people there did not change
| T L .
L'Stg?]'ela(dG&d%VJ” send my helper their lives and stop sinningJesus said, “It

He will prepare the way for you.’

Malachi 3:1

has been ... stronglyOr, “has suffered violence.”

prophets People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote books
leprosy A very bad skin disease. that are part of the Old Testament.
Good News The news that God has made a way for people Eijah See Mal. 4:5-6.

have their sins forgiven and live with him forever. demon(s) Demons are evil spirits from the devil.

can acceptLiterally, “is not offended by.” Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this is
weed Literally, “reed.” Jesus means that John was not weak. the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people.
prophet A person that spoke for God. tax collector(s) Jews hired by the Romans to collect taxes. They
Scripture Part of the Holy Writings—the Old Testament. often cheated, and the other Jews hated them.

helper Literally, “messenger.” miracle(s) Amazing works done by God's power.
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will be bad for you Chorazin.It will be bad Jesus Is Lord over the Sabbath Day

for you Bethsaidd. | did many miracles in (Mk. 2:23-28; Lk. 6:1-5)
you. If those same miracles had happened 1 About that same time, Jesus was
Tyre and Sidor,then those people in Tyre an walking through the fields of grain on

Sidon would have changed their lives a long Sabbath day.Jesus’ followers were with
time ago. Those people would have worhim, and they were hungry. So the followers
sackcloth and put ashes on themselves toegan to pick the grain and eat #The
show that they were sorry for their siféBut | Pharisees saw this. They said to Jesus,
tell you, on the day of judgment it will be“Look! Your followers are doing something
worse for you than for Tyre and Sido?#And that is against theJewish law to do on the
you, Capernaum,will you be lifted up to Sabbath day.”

heaven? No! You will be thrown down to the 3Jesus said to them, “You have read what
place of death. | did many miracles in you. IDavid* did when he and the people with him
those same miracles had happened in Sotlomvere hungry#David went into God’s house.
the people of Sodom would have stoppedDavid and the people with him ate the bread
sinning and if would still be a city today. that was offered to God. It was against the law
248ut | tell you it will be worse for you in the for David or the people with him to eat that

day of judgment than for Sodom.” bread. Only the priests were allowed to eat it.
_ And you have read in the layof Moses that
Jesus Offers Rest to His People on every Sabbath dayhe priests at the temple

(Lk. 10:21-22) break the law about the Sabbath day. But the

25Then Jesus said, “I thank you, Fathepriests are not wrong for doing thét.tell you
Lord of heaven and earth. | praise you becaufgt there is something here that is greater than
you have hidden these things from the wigige temple/The Scripturé says, ‘| don’t want
and smart people. But you have shown thegimal sacrifices; | want you to show kindness
things to people that are like little childrery people” You don't really know what those
26Yes, Father, you did this because this is Whgbrds mean. If you understood those words,
you really wanted to do. _ then you would not judge those people that have

2 My Father has given me all things. N@jone nothing wrong.
person knows the Son—only the Father knowssThe Son of Man is Lord (ruler) over the
the Son. And no person knows the FatherSabbath day’
only the Son knows the Father. And the only
people that will know about the Father are Jesus Heals a Man on the Sabbath Day
those people the Son chooses to tell. (Mk. 3:1-6; Lk. 6:6-11)

28‘Come to me all you people that are tired °Jesus left that place and went into their
and have heavy burdens. | will give you restynagogué. 10n the synagogue there was a
29Accept my work and learn from me. | amman with a crippled hand. Some Jews there
gentle and humble in spirit. And you will findvere looking for a reason to accuse Jesus of
rest for your souls3®es, the work that | ask
you to accept is easy. The burden | give you to

carry is not heavy.” Sabbath day Saturday, a special day for Jews to rest and
honor God.
Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that
claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs.
Chorazin, Bethsaida Towns by Lake Galilee where JesudDavid King of Israel about 1000 years before Christ.
preached to the people. temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.
Tyre and Sidon Towns in Lebanon where bad people lived.  Scripture Part of the Holy Writings—the Old Testament.
sackcloth A rough cloth made from animal hair. Peoplél don't ... people’ Quote from Hos. 6:6.
sometimes wore it to show sadness. Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this is
Capernaum A town in Galilee where Jesus taught. the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people.
Sodom A city that God destroyed to punish the evil people thaynagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered for
lived there. prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.
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doing wrong. So they asked Jesus, “Is it right Jesus’ Power Is from God
to heal on the Sabbath day?" (Mk. 3:20-30; Lk. 11:14-23; 12:10)

11Jesus answered, “If any of you has a 22Then some people brought a man to Jesus
sheep, and the sheep falls into a ditch on tfidis man was blind and could not talk,
Sabbath day then you will take the sheep andecause he had a demadnside him. Jesus
help it out of the ditch12Surely a man is morehealed the man, and the man could talk and
important than a sheep. So the |zt Moses see.23All the people were amazed. The people
allows people to do good things on theaid, “Maybe this mariJesus)is the Son of
Sabbath day.” David' that God promised to send tg/lis

13Then Jesus said to the man with the 24The Phariseédeard the people saying this.
crippled hand, “Let me see your hand.” The maFhe Pharisees said, “This man uses the power of
put his hand out for Jesus, and the hand becaBeelzebul(the devil)to force demonsout of
well again, the same as the other hariBut the people. Beelzebul is the ruler of demons.”

Phariseésleft and made plans to kill Jesus. 25Jesus knew the things that the Pharisees
were thinking. So Jesus said to them, “Every
Jesus Is God's Chosen Servant kingdom that is fighting against itself will be

15Jesus knew what the Phariseegere destroyed. And every city that is divided cannot
doing. So Jesus left that place. Many peomentinue. And every family that is divided
followed Jesus, and he healed all the sicknnot succeed$So if Satan(the devil)forces
people.16But Jesus warned the people not tat his own demons,then Satan is divided.
tell other people who he wasJesus did theseAnd his kingdom will not be able to continue.
things to make happen what Isaiah ti#éYou say that | use the power of Beelzebul to
prophet said. Isaiah said, force out demons.If that is true, then what
power do your people use when they force out
demons? So your own people will prove that
you are wrong?8But | use the power of God'’s
Spirit to force out demons. This shows that the
kingdom of God has come to you.

2%f a person wants to enter a strong man'’s
house and steal his things, first the person mus
tie the strong man. Then the person can stea
the things from the strong man'’s house.

30“If a person is not with me, then he is
against me. The person that does not work with
me is working against me3!So | tell you,
people can be forgiven of every sin they do.
And people can be forgiven for every bad thing
they say. But if a person speaks agaiinstuses
to acceptjthe Holy Spirit; then that person will
not be forgiven32Any person that says things
against the Son of Mdrcan be forgiven. But
“Is it right ... day” It was against Jewish law to work on the@any person that says things against the Holy

Sabbath day. Spirit will not be forgiven. That person will not

Sabbath day Saturday, a special day for Jews to rest a : ;
honor Gad. "Be forgiven now or in the future.

Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that
claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs. ~ demon(s) Demons are evil spirits from the devil.

prophet A person that spoke for God. Sometimes a prophet tddn of David Name for the Chris(Messiah) He was from the
things that would happen in the future. family of David, king of Israel about 1000 ye&<.

Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit ofif Satan ... demonsLiterally, “if Satan forces out Satan.”
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he dd&sn of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this is
God's work among people in the world. the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people.

18 “Here is my servant;
| (God)have chosen him.
[ love him, and | am pleased with him;
| will put my Spirit" on him,
and he will judge the nations fairly.
19 He will not argue or shout;
People will not hear his voice
in the streets.
20 He will not break the reed
that is already bent;
He will not stop the light
that has almost stopped burning.
He will continue until he makes fair
judgment win the victory.
21 All people will hope in him.”
Isaiah 42:1-4
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The Things You Do Show What You Are 420n the judgment day, you people that live
(Lk. 6:43-45) now will also be compared with the Queen of
3%f you want good fruit, you must makethe South, and she will be a witness to show
the tree good. If your tree is not good thenthat you are wrongguilty). Why? Because she
will have bad fruit. A tree is known by thdraveled from far, far away to listen to
kind of fruit it makes34You snakes! You areSolomon’s wise teaching. And | tell you that
evil people! How can you say anything goodsbmeone greater than Solomon is right here,
The mouth speaks the things that are in tjirit you won't listen to me
heart.3°A good person has good things saved .
in his heart. And so he speaks the good things ~ People Today Are Full of Evil
that come from his heart. But an evil person (Lk. 11:24-26) ,
has evil saved in his heart. So he speaks thé>'When an evil spirit,from the devi|
evil things that come from his hea#fAnd | comes out of a person, that spirit travels
tell you that people will have to explain abodfrough dry places looking for a place to rest.
every careless thing they have said. This wlt that spirit finds no place to restSo the
happen on the day of judgmedThe words Spirit says, ‘I will go back to the honfgerson)
you have said will be used to judge you. Sorhéeft.” When the spirit comes back to that
of your words will make you right, but som@erson, the spirit finds that horfigerson)still

of your words will make you guilty.” empty. That home is swept clean and made
neat.#5Then the evil spirit goes out and brings

Give Us Proof! seven other spirits more evil than itself. Then

(Mk. 8:11-12; Lk. 11:29-32) all the spirits go into that person and live there.

38Then some of the Phariséemd teachersAnd that person has even more trouble than he
of the law answered Jesus. They sailad before. It is the same way with the evil
“Teacher, we want to see you do a miraels people that live today.”

a sign(proof).” _ _ , _ _
39Jesus answered, “Evil and sinful people  Jesus’ Followers Are His Family
are the ones that want to see a miracle for a (Mk. 3:31-35; Lk. 8:19-21)

sign (proof). But no miracle will be given as a “6While Jesus was talking to the people his
sign to those people. The only sign will be tHgother and brothers stood outside. They
miracle that happened to the proph&snah. Wanted to talk to Jesu$’A person told Jesus,
40Jonah was in the stomach of the big fish fofour mother and brothers are waiting for you
three days and three nights. In the same way{side. They want to talk to you.”

the Son of Manhwill be in the grave three ~“&Jesus answered, “Who is my mother? Who
days and three night4lOn the judgment day,are my brothers?*9Then Jesus pointed to his
you people that live now will be compareépllowers and said, “See! These people are my
with the people from Ninevehand they will mother and my brother§My true brother and
be witnesses to show that you are wrorsster and mother is any person that does the
(quilty). Why? Because when Jonah preach#dngs my Father in heaven wants.”

to those people, they changed their hearts and :

lives. Ar?d )?ou areylister?ing to someone “esus Uses a Story About Planting Seed

reater than Jonafhut you refuse to change (Mk. 4:1-9; Lk. 8:4-5)
’ ity L 1 That same day Jesus went out of the

ouse and sat by the lak&vany,
Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group thgtany peop|e gathered around Jesus. So Jesus
claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs. got into a boat and sat down. All the peop|e

miracle(s) Amazing works done by God's power. .
prophet A person that spoke for God. Jonah's story is in the O@tayed on the shoréThen Jesus used stories

Testament book of Jonah.
Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this is

the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his peop@ueen of the South Queen of Sheba. She traveled 1000 miles to
Nineveh City where Jonah preached. Read Jonah 3. learn God's wisdom from Solomon. Read 1 Kings 10:1-13.
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to teach the people many things. Jesus said: “A  If their minds were not closed,

farmer went out to plant his seetiVhile the they might see with their eyes;
farmer was planting, some seed fell by the they might hear with their ears;
road. The birds came and ate all that seed. they might understand with their minds.
SSome seed fell on rocky ground. The ground  Then they might turn back to me and
there did not have enough dirt. The seed grew be healed. Isaiah 6:9-10

very fast there, because the ground was qgé
deep.5But when the sun rose, it burned th%. i And
plants. The plants died because they did rfp{N9s You see with your eyes. And you

have deep rootsSome other seed fel amongmderstand the things you hear with your ears.

/L tell you the truth. Many prophétand good
thomy weeds. The weeds grew and stoppebople wanted to see the things that you now

the good plants from growingSome other P& . .
seed fell on good ground. In the good grourgf€: But they did not see these things. And

the seed grew and made grain. Some plaéﬂh}%”y prophets and good people wanted to

ut you are blessed. You understand the

made 100 times more grain. Some plants m r the things that you now hear. But they did
60 times more, and some made 30 times m& hear these things.
grain.9You people that hear me, listen! Jesus Explains the Seeds

Why Jesus Used Stories to Teach (W 18 20, L B )
y Jesu | " . .
(MK 410-12: Lk, 8:9-10) 18So listen to the meaning of that story

out the farmer!®What is the seed that fell
WlﬁT hgof0|é%W3£: (t:k?(rensee tgtcfr?:gioa?gagﬁkfgg the path? That seed is like the person that
peogle’?’ y ars the teaching about the kingdom but does

“ ot understand it. The Evil Onghe devil)
+Nesus answered, ‘Only you can know t omes and takes away the things that were
secret truths about the kingdom of heave nted in that person's hea?And what is
tThct)rs]e ottheTrhpeopIe cannotthkr;ov;/] these sec é@ seed that fell on rocky ground? That seed
urrlljd ersétan dinewﬁlekgzoniv o nam of eaSASnodmhee is like the person that hears the teaching and
il have e eﬁ more tﬁan he needs. B tt(%uickly and gladly accepts that teachidBut
W ‘ ;1/ t%/ tod ot havem uh ht at person does not let the teaching go deef
perso at does not Navamuch ja., his life. He keeps that teaching only a
understandingwill lose even the little short time. When trouble or persecution

\understandingthat he hasisThisis why luse o< hecause of the teaching he accented
these stories to t,each the people: The peo%%n he quickly quits??And whatgis the see%l
see, but they don't really see. The people he at fell among the thorny weeds? That seed is
but they don't really understand4So these ”i

. . : e the person that hears the teaching but lets
peaple show that the things Isaiah said abafhyies ahout this life and love for money stop

them are true: that teaching from growing. So the teaching

“You people will listen does not make fruit;in that person’s life
and you will hear, 23But what is the seed that fell on the good
but you will not understand. ground? That seed is like the person that hears
You people will look the teaching and und_erstands_ it. That person
and you will see, grows and makes fruit, sometimes 100 times
but you will not understand more, sometimes 60 times more, and
what you see. sometimes 30 times more.”

15 Yes, the minds of these people

(the Jewsgre now closed.
They have ears prophets People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote books
T that are part of the Old Testament.
but they don't listen. persecution Being hurt or bothered by God's enemies.
And they refuse to sethe truth. fruit The good things God wants his people to do.
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A Story About Wheat and Weeds Jesus Explains a Hard Story

24Then Jesus used another story to teach36Then Jesus left the people and went into
them. Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven tise house. His followers came to him and said,
like a man that planted good seed in his fieldExplain to us the meaning of the story about
25That night, all the people were asleep. Thbe weeds in the field.”
man’s enemy came and planted weeds among’Jesus answered, “The person that planted
the wheat. Then the enemy went aw&j.ater, the good seed in the field is the Son of Man.
the wheat grew and heads of grain grew on tfi&The field is the world. The good seed are all
wheat plants. But at the same time the weed§ God's children in the kingdom. The weeds
also grew.2'Then the man’s servants came tare those people that belong to the Evil One
him and said, ‘You planted good seed in youthe devil) 3%And the enemy that planted the
field. Where did the weeds come from?’ bad seed is the devil. The harvest time is the

28‘The man answered, ‘An enemy planteeind of the world.And the workers that gather
weeds.’ are God's angels.

“The servants asked, ‘Do you want us to go 4*The weeds are pulled up and burned in
pull the weeds?’ the fire. It will be the same at the end of the
2¥The man answered, ‘No, because whemorld.” 41The Son of Manh will send his
you pull up the weeds, you might also pull uangels, and his angels will find the people
the wheat30Let the weeds and the wheat growhat cause sin and all people that do evil. The
together until the harvest time. At the harvestngels will take those people out of his
time | will tell the workers this: First gather thekingdom. 42The angels will throw those
weeds and tie them together to be burned. Theeople into the place of fire. In that place the
gather the wheat and bring it to my barn.”  people will be crying and grinding their teeth

_ _ \Wwith pain. 43Then the good people will
Jesus Teaches with More Stories shine like the sun. They will be in the

(Mk. 4:30-34; Lk. 13:18-21) kingdom of their Father. You people that
%IThen Jesus told the people another stopgar me, listen!

“The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed.
A person plants that seed in his fieldThat Stories About a Treasure and a Pearl
seed is one of the smallest of all seeds. But WhEIM“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure

the seed grows, it is one of the largest gardgiden in a field. One day a man found the

plants. It becomes a tree, big enough for theasure. The man was very happy to find the

birds to come and make nests in its branches.treasure. He hid the treasure in the field again.
33Then Jesus told the people another storfie man went and sold everything that he

“The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that @wned to buy that field.

woman mixes into a big bowl of flour to 45°Also, the kingdom of heaven is like a

make bread. The yeast makes all the dougdlesman looking for fine pearf§One day the
(bread)rise. salesman found a very fine pearl. The

34Jesus used stories to tell all these thingssglesman went and sold everything he had to
the people. Jesus always used stories to teggh that pearl.

the people3sThis is the same as what the

prophet said: A Story About a Fishing Net
| will tell things that have been secrets ~ that was put into the lake. The net caught
since the world was made.” many different kinds of fisi8The net became

psaim 782 Tull, so the fishermen pulled the net to the

Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this is
prophet A person that spoke for God. Sometimes a prophet told the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people.
things that would happen in the future. world Literally, “age,” or “time.”
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shore. The fishermen sat down and put all thehis man(Jesus)is really John the Baptizer.
good fish in baskets. Then they threw away thie must have risen from death. That is why he
bad fish.49t will be the same at the end of thes able to do these miraclgs.

world.” The angels will come and separate the _ .

evil people from the good peopféThe angels How John the Baptizer Was Killed

will throw the evil people into the place of fire. 3Before this time, Herodhad arrested
In that place the people will cry and grind thelohn: Herod had tied John with chains and

teeth,with pain.” put him into prison. Herod arrested John
51 Then Jesus asked his followgr§)o you because of Herodias. Herodias was the wife of
understand all these things?” Philip, Herod's brother4Herod arrested John

The followers said, “Yes, we understand.” because John told Herod: “It is not right for
52Then Jesus said to the followers, “So evegou to have Herodias®Herod wanted to kill
teacher of the law who has been taugihé new John, but he was afraid of the people. The

things about the kingdom of heaven is like th@eople believed that John was a prophet.
owner of a house. He has new things and old®On Herod’s birthday, the daughter of
things saved in that house. And he brings otterodias danced for Herod and his group.

those new things with the old things.” Herod was very pleased with héBo Herod
_ promised that he would give her anything she
Jesus Goes to His Home Town wanted.8Herodias told her daughter what to
(Mk. 6:1-6; Lk. 4:16-30) ask for. So she said to Herod, “Give me the

53When Jesus finished teaching with thesgead of John the Baptizer here on this plate.”
stories, he left thereAJesus went to the townoking Herod was very sad. But he had
where he grew up. Jesus taught the peoplegfomised to give the daughter anything she
the synagogue,and the people were amazedyanted. And the people eating with Herod had
The people said, “Where did this man get thigeard his promise. So Herod ordered that the
wisdom and this power to do miract€SThis  thing she asked be doriéHe sent men to cut
is only the son of the carpenter. And higff John's head in the prisoAlAnd the men
mother is Mary. His brothers are Jamegyrought John's head on a plate and gave it to
Joseph, Simon and Juda8And all his sisters the girl. Then the girl took the head to her
are here with us. So where does this man ggbther, Herodiast2John’s followers came

this wisdom and the power to do these thingsand got his body and buried it. Then they went
57And the people refused to accept Jesus.  and told Jesus what happened.

But Jesus said to the people, “Other people
give honor to a prophétBut people in that  Jesus Feeds More than 5,000 People

prophet's own town or own home don't give (Mk. 6:30-44; Lk. 9:10-17; Jn. 6:1-14)
honor to him.” 13When Jesus heard what happened to
58The people there did not believe in Jesukhn; Jesus left in a boat. Jesus went alone to
So Jesus did not do many miracléeere. a place where there were no people. But the
people heard that Jesus left. So the people lefi
Herod Hears About Jesus their towns and followed Jesus. They went by
(Mk. 6:14-29; Lk. 9:7-9) land to the same place Jesus wédivhen

1 At that time Herod, the ruler of Jesus came there, he saw many, many peopl
alileg, heard the things people saithere, Jesus felt sorry for them, and he healec
about Jesus:So Herod said to his servantshe people that were sick.
15 ate that afternoon, the followers came
world Literally, “age,” or “time.” to Jesus and said, “No people live in this

synagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered fyface. And it is already late. Send the people
prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.

miracle(s) Amazing works done by God's power.

prophet A person that spoke for God. John John the Baptizer; he told people about Christ's coming.

Herod Herod Antipas, the son of Herod the Great. Read Mt. 3; Lk. 3.
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away so they can go to the towns and buy 31Then Jesus caught Peter with his hand.

food for themselves.” Jesus said, “Your faith is small. Why did you
16Jesus answered, “The people don’t needdoubt?”

go away. You give them some food to eat.”  32After Peter and Jesus were in the boat, the
1TThe followers answered, “But we havevind became caln?3Then those followers in

only five loaves of bread and two fish.” the boat worshiped Jesus and said, “Truly you
18Jesus said, “Bring the bread and the fishdee the Son of God.”

me.” 19Then Jesus told the people to sit down _

on the grass. Jesus took the five loaves of ~ Jesus Heals Many Sick People

bread and the two fish. Jesus looked into the (Mk. 6:53-56)

sky and thanked God for the food. Then Jesus™*After they crossed the lake, they came to

divided the loaves of bread. Jesus gave tif¢ shore at GennesaréiThe people in that

bread to the followers, and the followers ga@ace saw Jesus. They knew who he was. So

the bread to the peopl@?All the people ate they told the other people all around there that

and were filled. After the people finishedesus had come. The people brought all their

eating, the followers filled twelve baskets withick people to Jesus®The people begged

the pieces of food that were not eatéithere Jesus to let them only touch his coat to be

were about 5,000 men there that ate. Thdt@aled. And all the sick people that touched

were also women and children that ate. ~ Jesus’ coat were healed.

Jesus Walks on the Lake God's Law and Rules That People Make
(Mk. 6:45-52; Jn. 6:15-21) (Mk. 71172_3)
22Then Jesus made the followers get into t Then some Phariseeand teachers of
boat. Jesus told them to go to the other sid he law came to Jesus. They came from

the lake. Jesus said that he would come latgrusalem and asked Jest$¥hy do your
Jesus stayed there to tell the people they cofaiowers not obey the rules given to us by our
go home 23After Jesus said good-bye to thereat people that lived before us? Your followers
people, he went up into the hills. Jesus wegn't wash their hands before they eat!”

there alone to pray. It was late, and Jesus wasJesus answered, “And why do you refuse
there alone?4At this time, the boat wasto obey God’s command so that you can
already far away on the lake. The boat wéglow those rules you have®od said, “You

having trouble because of the waves. The wiRtiSt honorrespect)your father and mothet.’
was blowing against it. And God also said, ‘Any person that says bad

25Between three and six o’clock in thdhings to his father or mother must be killed.’

morning, Jesus’ followers were still in the boafBut you teach that a person can say to his
Jesus came to them. He was walking on tfiather or mother, ‘I have something I could use
water.26The followers saw Jesus walking ori0 help you. But | will not use it to help you. |

the water and they were afraid. They said, “[t%ill give it to God.’6You teach that person to
a ghost!” The followers shouted with fear. ~ not honor his father. So you teach that it is not

27But Jesus quickly spoke to them. Jesipgportant to do what God said. You think that

said, “Don’t worry! It's me! Don't be afraid.” it is more important to follow those rules you
28Peter said, “Lord, if that is really you, theiave.”You are hypocrite$ Isaiah was right
tell me to come to you on the water.” when he spoke about you. Isaiah said:
29)esus said, “Come, Peter.”
Then Peter left the boat and walked on the
water to Jesus30But while Peter was
walking on the water, he saw the wind arffeaes F1E Cmmees Me b ot e e
the _\N&VGS. Peter became afraid and beg must honor...mother’yQuote from Ex. 20:12; Deut. 5:16.
sinking down into the water. Peter shoutedy person ... kiled' Quote from Ex. 21:17.
“Lord, save me!” hypocrites Bad people that act like they are good.
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8 'These people say they honor me, daughter has a demomside her, and she is
but they don't really make me suffering very much.”
an important part of their lives. 23But Jesus did not answer the woman. So
9 Their worship of me is for nothing. the followers came to Jesus and begged him,

The things they teach are only rules “Tell the woman to go away. She is following
that people have made.”|saiah 29:13  us and shouting.”

10 . . 24Jesus said, “God sent me only to the lost

10Jesus called the people to him. Jesus seHgomé of Israel(the Jews)

“Listen and understand what | am sayif§t " “257han the woman came to Jesus again. Sh

IS not the things & person puts in his MOUKy eq hefore Jesus and said, “Lord, help me!”
that make him wronglt is the things a person™ 255055 answered, It is not right to take the

says with his mouth that make him wrong.”  piidren's bread and give it to the dogs.”

w2Then the followers came to Jesus antiarrye ywoman said, “Yes, Lord, but even the
asked, "Do you know that the Pharisease o eat the pieces of food that fall from their
angry because of what you said? master's table.”

13esus answered, “Every plant that my serhan Jesus answered, “Woman, you have

Father in heaven has not planted himself W&leat faith! 1 will do the thing you wanted me
be pulled up by the rooté’Stay away from t4"4q » And at that time the woman'’s
the PhariseesThey lead the people, but theYjaughterwas healed.

are like blind men leading other blind men.
And if a blind man leads another blind man, Jesus Heals Many People

then both men will fall into a hole.” 29Then Jesus left that place and went to the

bpeter said, "Explain to us what you salghore of Lake Galilee. Jesus went up on a hil
earlier to the people. and sat down.

16Jesus said, “You still have trouble 30Many, many people came to Jesus. These

understanding?’Surely you know that all the eople brought many other sick people and put
food that enters a person’s mouth goes into the,"siq people before Jesus. There were
stomach. Then that food goes out of the bod eople that could not walk blind people

tBut the bad things a person says with higinsieq neaple, deaf people, and many others
mouth come from the way a person thinks. An 253 hgale% all thespe p%oﬁ@eople )\//vere
these are the things that make a person Wrong»,64 when they saw that people that could
LAl these bad things begin in a person S.m'”‘ﬁot speak were able to speak again. Crippled
evil thoughts, murder, adulterysexual sins, poqola"yere made strong again. People thai
steallngz, lying, saying bad things against Othgbuld not walk were able to walk again. The
people.20These things make a person Wrongin g \ere able to see again. All the people

But not washing his hands before he eats dot‘ﬁ%nked the God of Israthe Jewsfor this
not make a person wrong.” :

Jesus Helps a Non-Jewish Woman Jestis Feeds “f&féﬁ?'}o‘)"ooo People

2esus [eft thgkbﬁéélcjogn d went to the arq;%]esus called his followers to him and said,
of Tyre and Sidor?2A Canaanite woman from eel sorry for these people. They have been

that area came to Jesus. The woman shou ith me three days, and now they have

. , hing to eat. | don’t want to send them away
Lord, Son of David, please help me! My pngr They might faint while going home.”

33The followers asked Jesus, “Where can
wrong Literally, “unclean” or *not pure.” we get enough bread to feed all these people®

Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group the{fe gre far away from any town.”
claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs.

adultery Breaking a marriage promise by sexual sin.
Son of David Name for the Chris{Messiah) He was from the demon(s) Demons are evil spirits from the devil.
family of David, king of Israel about 1000 ye®&<. people Literally, “sheep.”
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34Jesus asked, “How many loaves of bread Jesus' Followers Misunderstand Him

do you have?” (Mk. 8:14-21)
The followers answered, “We have seven>Jesus and his followers went across the
loaves of bread and a few small fish.” lake (Lake Galilee) But the followers forgot to

35Jesus told the people to sit on the grourtating breadSJesus said to the followers, “Be
36Jesus took the seven loaves of bread and tlaeeful! Guard against the yeadf the
fish. Then Jesus gave thanks to God for tRé@ariseesand the Sadducegs.
food. Jesus divided the food and gave it to the/The followers discussed the meaning of
followers. The followers gave the food to ththis. They said, “Did Jesus say this because we
people.37All the people ate and were fullforgot to bring bread?”
After this, the followers filled seven baskets 8Jesus knew that the followers were talking
with the pieces of food that were not eateabout this. So Jesus asked them, “Why are you
38There were about 4,000 men there that atelking about not having bread? Your faith is
There were also women and children that agenall. °You still don’t understand? Remember
3%fter they ate, Jesus told the people théle five loaves of bread that fed the 5,000
could go home. Jesus got into the boat apdople? And remember that you filled many

went to the area of Magadan. basketswith bread after the people finished
eating? 1°And remember the seven loaves of
Some Jewish Leaders Test Jesus bread that fed the 4,000 people? Remember
(Mk. 8:11-13; Lk. 12:54-56) that you filled many baskefwith bread after

1 The Phariseésand Sadduceésame the people finished eatify11So | was not
0 Jesus. They wanted to test Jesus. ®éking to you about bread. Why don’t you
they asked Jesus to show them a mifade understand that? | am telling you to be careful
prove that he was from God. and guard against the yeasf the Phariseés
2Jesus answered, “When you people see thd the Sadducees.
sunset, you know what the weather will be. If 12Then the followers understood what Jesus
the sky is red, then you say we will have gootheant. Jesus was not telling them to guard
weather.3And in the morning you watch theagainst the yeast used in bread. Jesus was
sunrise. If the sky is dark and red, then yoiglling them to guard against the teaching of
say that it will be a rainy day. These thingéhe Pharisees and the Sadducees.
are signs of the weather. You see these signs
in the sky and you know what they mean. In  Peter Says That Jesus Is the Christ
the same way, you see the things that are (Mk. 8:27-30; Lk. 9:18-21)
happening now. These things are also signs.13Jesus went to the area of Caesarea
But you don’t know the meaning of theséhilippi. Jesus said to his followers, “I am the
signs.4Evil and sinful people are the kind ofSon of Man. Who do the people say | am?”
people that want a miracldor a sign(proof).  14The followers answered, “Some people
But those people will have no sign—only theay you are John the Baptizer. Other people
sign of Jonal! Then Jesus left that place angay you are Elijah.And some people say that
went away. you are Jeremidfor one of the prophets.

yeast Used here as a symbol of bad influence. Like yeast, the

Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that hypocrisy of the Jewish religious leaders could not be seen. But
claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs. their wrong teaching influenced many people.

SadduceesA leading Jewish religious group. They accepted oni§on of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this is
the first five books of the Old Testament. They believed that the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people.
people don't live again after death. Elijah A man that spoke for God about 85(.

miracle(s) Amazing works done by God's power. Jeremiah A man that spoke for God about 68(.

sign of Jonah Jonah's three days in a big fish are like Jesus’ thrpeophets People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote books
days in the grave. Read the book of Jonah in the Old Testament.that are part of the Old Testament.
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15Then Jesus said to his followers, “Angerson that gives his life for me will save it.

who do you say | am?” 26lt is worth nothing for a person to have the
16Simon Peter answered, “You are thehole world, if he loses his soul. A person
Christ; the Son of the living God.” could never pay enough to buy back his soul.

17Jesus answered, “You are blessed, Simdithe Son of Mahwill come again with his
son of Jonah. No person taught you that. Miather’s glory and with his angels. At that
Father in heaven showed you who | &f%0 | time, the Son of Man will reward each person
tell you, you are PetérAnd | will build my for the things he has donéll tell you the
church on this rock. The power of deattill truth. There are some people standing here tha
not be able to defeat my churcl will give will see the Son of Man coming with his
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Whémgdom before they die.”
you speak judgment here on earth, that ‘ i
judgment will be God's judgment. When you  Jesus Seen with Moses and Elijah

promise forgiveness here on earth, that - (Mk-9:2-13; Lk. 9:28-36)
forgiveness will be God's forgiveness.” Six days later, Jesus took Peter, James,
20Then Jesus warned his followers not to t and John the brother of James and went
anyone that he was the Christ. up on a high mountain. They were all alone
there.?While these followers watched him,
Jesus Says He Must Die Jesus was changed. His face became brigh
(Mk. 8:31-9:1; Lk. 9:22-27) like the sun. And his clothes became white as

21From that time Jesus began telling hilght. 3Then two men were there, talking with
followers that he must go to Jerusalem. Jesdissus. The men were Moses and Efijah.
explained that the older Jewish leaders, the4Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that
leading priests, and the teachers of the lame are here. If you want, | will put three tents
would make him suffer many things. And Jesusere—one for you, one for Moses, and one
told his followers that he must be killed. Therfor Elijah.”

on the third day, he would be raised from death. SWhile Peter was talking, a bright cloud came
22Peter spoke to Jesus alone. Peter begaroter them. A voice came from the cloud. The

criticize Jesus. Peter said, “God save yowice said, “This(Jesus)is my Son and | love

from those things, Lord! Those things willhim. | am very pleased with him. Obey him!”

never happen to you!” 6The followers with Jesus heard this voice.
23Then Jesus said to Peter, “Go away froffihey were very afraid, so they fell to the

me, Satafl You are not helping me! You don'tground.’But Jesus came to the followers and

care about the things of God. You only carouched them. Jesus said, “Stand up. Don't be

about things that people think are important.” afraid.” 8The followers looked up, and they
24Then Jesus said to his followers, “If angaw Jesus was now alone.

person wants to follow me, he must say ‘No’ 8Jesus and the followers were walking down

to the things he wants. That person mutsie mountain. Jesus commanded the followers,

accept the crogsuffering)that is given to him, “Don’t tell any person about the things you
and he must follow me25The person thatsaw on the mountain. Wait until the Son of
wants to save his life will lose it. And everan® has been raised from death. Then you
can tell people about what you saw.”
. o S 10The followers asked Jesus, “Why do the
hrist The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God. .

I(=>:etesrt The Greek name “Péter,” |ike)the Aramaic name “Cephaé,ea(:herS of the Iawlsay that E“]ahUSt come
means “rock.”’ first before the Christcomes?”

power of death Literally, the “gates of Hades.”

When you ... God's forgiveness Literally, “Whatever you bind Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this is
on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people.
earth will be loosed in heaven.” Moses and Elijah Two important Jewish leaders in the past.

Satan Name for the devil meaning “the enemy.” Jesus means tidijah A man that spoke for God about 85(.

Peter was talking like Satan. Elijah must come See Mal. 4:5-6.
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11Jesus answered, “They are right to say Jesus Talks About His Death
that Elijah is coming. And it is true that (Mk. 9:30-32; Lk. 9:43b-45)
Elijah will make all things the way they 22Later, the followers met together in
should bel2But | tell you, Elijah has alreadyGalilee. Jesus said to the followers, “The Son
come. People did not know who he wasf Man" will be given into the control of men.
People did to him all thebad things they 23Those men will kill the Son of Man. But on
wanted to do. It is the same with the Son tife third day the Son of Man will be raised
Man.” Those same people will make the Sdrom death.” The followers were very sdd
of Man suffer.” 13Then the followers hear that Jesus would be killed
understood that Jesus meant that John the

Baptizer was really Elijah. Jesus Teaches About Paying Taxes
24Jesus and his followers went to
Jesus Heals a Sick Boy Capernaum.In Capernaum some men came
(Mk. 9:14-29; Lk. 9:37-43a) to Peter. They were the men that collected the

14Jesus and the followers went back to tfi@o-drachma tax. They asked, “Does your
people. A man came to Jesus and bowtshcher pay the two-drachma tax?”
before him.15The man said, “Lord, be kind to 2°Peter answered, “Yes, Jesus pays the tax.”
my son. He has epilepsgnd is suffering very  Peter went into the house where Jesus was.
much. My son often falls into the fire or intd3efore Peter could speak, Jesus said to him,
the water.16 brought my son to your“The kings on the earth get different kinds of
followers, but they could not heal him.” taxes from people. But who are the people that
17Jesus answered, “You people have mpay the taxes? Are these people the king's
faith. Your lives are all wrong. How long musthildren? Or is it other people that pay the
| stay with you? How long must | continue ttaxes? What do you think?”
be patient with you? Bring the boy here.” 2%Peter answered, “The other people pay the
18Jesus gave a strong command to the démitaxes.”
inside the boy. Then the demon came out ofJesus said, “Then the children of the king
the boy, and the boy was healed. don't have to pay taxe$/But we don't want to
19Then the followers came to Jesus alon@ake these tax collectors angry. $ay the tax
They said, “We tried to force the demioout in this way: Go to the lake and fish. After you
of the boy, but we could not. Why were we negtch the first fish, open the fish's mouth. Inside
able to make the demon go out?” its mouth you will find a four-drachma coin.
20Jesus answered, “You were not able f@ke that coin and give it to the tax collectors.
make the demdrgo out, because your faith ig'hat will pay the tax for you and me.”
too small. | tell you the truth. If your faith is
as big as a mustard seethen you can say to Jesus Tells Who Is the Greatest
this mountain, ‘Move from here to there.’ (k. 9:33-37; Lk. 9:46-48)

And it will move. Al things will be possiblel At that time the followers came to
for you.” 21 Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest

in the kingdom of heaven?”
2Jesus called a little child to come to him.
Jesus stood the child before the followers.
Son of Man A name Jesu; used for himself. In Dan. 7:13—14, this %;]rhetn r\]]esus Saclldt’) | tell %/Eu |t'2|e tr#}g You
the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his peop 1USL Change and DECOME like |_ € chi [EED
epilepsy A sickness that causes a person sometimes to 140U hearts If you don't do this, you will

control of his body. never enter the kingdom of heaveithe
demon(s) Demons are evil spirits from the devil.
mustard seed This seed is very, very small, but the plant grows
taller than a man. Capernaum A town in Galilee where Jesus taught.
Verse 21 Some Greek copies add verse 21: “That kind of spitivo-drachma tax A tax that every Jew had to pay once each year
comes out only if you use prayer and fasting.” for the temple.
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greatest(most important)person in the When a Person Hurts You
kingdom of heaven is the person that makes (Lk.17:3)
himself humble like this child. 13f your brother or sister does something

>If a person accepts a little child like this imrong to you, go and tell that person what he
my name, then that person accepts me. did wrong. Do this alone with that person. If
. that person listens to you, then you have helped
Jesus Warns About Causes of Sin that person to be your brother agaifBut if
(Mk. 9:42-48; Lk. 17:1-2) _ _that person refuses to listen, then go to him
%If one of these little children believes iagain and bring one or two people with you.
me, and another person causes that childTien there will be two or three other people
sin, then it will be very bad for that person. that will be able to tell all that happeriedf
would be better for that person to havetgat person refuses to listen to them, then tell
millstone’ tied around his neck and behe church(group of believers)If that person
drowned in the deep sed.feel sorry for the refuses to listen to the church, then treat him
people in the world because of the things thiXe he is a person that does not believe in God.
make people sin. Those things must happemeat him like he is a tax collector.
But it will be very bad for the person that 18 tell you the truth. When you speak
causes those things to happen. _judgment here on earth, that judgment will be
&If your hand or your foot makes you sinGod’s judgment. When you promise

cut it off and throw it away. It is better for youorgiveness here on earth, thaf forgiveness will
to lose part of your body but have life forevepe God's forgiveness.

That is much better than t()_ have tV\_/O hand519“A|50, | tell you that if two of you on earth
and two feet but be thrown into the fifeell) agree about something, then you can pray for
that burns foreverlf your eye makes you sinjt.” And the thing you ask for will be done for
take it out and throw it away. It is better fojou by my Father in heaveRdThis is true,

you to have only one eye but have life forevéecause if two or three people are together
That is much better than to have two eyes iélieving in me, | am there with them.”

be thrown into the fire of hell.
Story About Forgiveness

Jesus Uses a Stor&’ Abg“t a Lost Sheep 21Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord,
. (tk 15 3 N ..., when my brother won't stop doing wrong to
"Be careful. Don't think these little me "o many times must | forgive him?
children are worth nothing. | tell you thatS(onuld | forgive him as many as seven times?”
these children have angels in heaven. And223a5us answered. *| tell you, you must

those angels are always with my Father igygive him more than seven times. You must

heaven. 1 . . . .
1f a man has 100 sheep, but one of tlicgo ggﬂusee\t,%;?;%\éiehr:rﬂrﬁ\égh ifhe does wrong

sheep becomes lost, then the man will leaveyzgy the kingdom of heaven is like a king

ltheko}herth99lsh?e% on ths_ hr']llli;zAHedV‘.’}”ﬂ?O fthat decided to collect the money that his
00 fpr y ?h O? St ehep. lt% °ANd | h € servants owed hin#4The king began to collect
man finds the 1ost sheep, the man 1S NapPIgE money. One servant owed the king several
about that one sheep than about the 99 shged sand” pounds of silve?SThe servant was
that were never lost. | tell you the trutin
the ?ame V]\cl?.%/, yOLlj-{tlFatE% n hteat;/erlw d{)es [Pf?etn ... happended See Deut. 19:15.
want any or tnese littie children 1o be 10SL. - 5 collector(s) Jews hired by the Romans to collect taxes. They

often cheated, and the other Jews hated them.

When you ... God's forgivenessLiterally, “Whatever you bind

on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
millstone A large, round stone used for grinding grain. earth will be loosed in heaven.”
Verse 11 Some Greek copies add verse 11: “The Son of Ma&eventy-seven timesOr, “seventy times seven,” a very large

came to save lost people.” number, meaning there should be no limit to forgiveness.
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not able to pay the money to his master, the 3Some Phariseegame to Jesus. They tried
king. So the master ordered that everything the make Jesus say something wrong. They
servant owned should be sold, even thasked Jesus, “Is it right for a man to divorce
servant's wife and children. The money woultlis wife for any reason he chooses?”
be used to pay the king what the servant owed. 4Jesus answered, “Surely you have read this

26‘But the servant fell on his knees andin the Scriptures: When God made the world,
begged, ‘Be patient with me. | will pay youhe made people male and femaleAnd God
everything | owe.27The master felt sorry for hissaid, ‘So a man will leave his father and mother
servant. So the master told the servant he did reotd be joined to his wife. And the two people
have to pay. The master let the servant go freewill become one?” 6So the two people are not

28 ater, that same servant found anothéwo, but one. God joined those two people
servant that owed him a few dollars’ worth dbgether. So no person should separate them.”
silver. The servant grabbed the other servant’The Phariseésasked, “So why did Moses
around the neck and said, ‘Pay me the monglye a command allowing a man to divorce his
you owe mel’ wife by writing a certificate of divorce”

2¥The other servant fell on his knees and 8Jesus answered, “Moses allowed you to
begged him, ‘Be patient with me. | will paydivorce your wives because you refused to
you everything | owe.’ accept God’s teaching. But divorce was not

3*But the first servant refused to be patierdllowed in the beginningl tell you that any
The servant told the judge that the oth@erson that divorces his wife and marries
servant owed him money, and the othanother woman is guilty of the sin of
servant was thrown into prison. The servaatlultery: The only reason for a person to
had to stay in prison until he could pagivorce and marry again is if his first wife had
everything he owedB!All the other servantssexual relations with another man.”
saw what happened. They felt very sorry for 10The followers said to Jesus, “If that is the
the man. So they went and told their mastenly reason a man can divorce his wife, then it
everything that happened. is better not to marry.”

32Then the master called his servant in and1Jesus answered, “Not every person can
said, ‘You evil servant. You owed me muchccept this truthebout marriage But God has
money, but you begged me to forgive younade some people able to acceptthere
debt. So I told you that you did not have to paye different reasons why some men cannot
anything.33So you should have given the sanmaarry” Some men were born without the
mercy to that other man that is a servant wisthility to make children. Other men were
you. You should have given him the santeade that way later in life by other people.
mercy that | gave you34The master was veryAnd other men have given up marriage
angry, so he put the servant in prison to because of the kingdom of heaven. But the
punished. And the servant had to stay in prisparson that cagmarry, should accept this
until he could pay everything he owed. teachingabout marriage”

359This king did the same as my heavenly
Father will do to you. You must truly forgive
your brother or sister, or my heavenly Father

will not fOI’gIVE you. Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that

] Teaches About Di claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs.
esus Teaches About Divorce Scriptures Holy Writings—the Old Testament.

(k. 1931‘12) _ ‘he made ... female’ Quote from Gen. 1:27 or 5:2.
fter Jesus said all these things, he le$b aman ... one’ Quote from Gen. 2:24.
Galilee. Jesus went into the area @fommand ... certificate of divorce See Deut. 24.1.
: : ltery Breaking a marriage promise by sexual sin.
‘ZJUdea on the other side of the Jordan Riv rhe men cannot marryLiterally, “there are eunuchs.”
Many people followed Jesus. Jesus healed E.. marriage Or, “The person that can accept this teaching

sick people there. about not marrying should accept it.”
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Jesus Welcomes Children 23When the followers heard this, they were
(Mk. 10:13-16; Lk. 18:15-17) very surprised. They asked, “Then who can
13Then the people brought their little childrefe saved?”
to Jesus so that Jesus could put his hands or#éJesus looked at his followers and said,
theni and pray for them. When the followersThis is something that people cannot do
saw this, they told the people to stop bringinthemselves. But God can do all things.”
their children to Jesu$“But Jesus said, “Letthe 27Peter said to Jesus, “We left everything we
little children come to me. Don’t stop themhad and followed you. So what will we have?”
because the kingdom of heaven belongs to28Jesus said to the followers, “I tell you the
people that are like these childrert3After truth. When the new world is made, the Son of
Jesus put his hands on the children, he left theMan™ will sit on his great throne. And all of you
. that followed me will also sit on thrones. You
A Rich Man Refuses to Follow Jesus will sit on twelve thrones and you will judge the
(Mk. 10:17-31; Lk. 18:18-30) twelve family groups of Isra€l.2%nd every
16A man came to Jesus and asked, "TeaChPérson that has left houses, brothers, sisters,
what good thing must | do to have life forever?father, mother, children, or farms to follow me
17Jesus answered, “Why do you ask me abatl| get much more than he left. And that
what is good? Only God is good. But if yotperson will have life forevers™Many people
want to have life forever, obey the commands.that have the highest place in life now will have
18The man asked, “Which commands?” the lowest place in the future. And many people

Jesus answered, “You must not murdefiat have the lowest place now will have the
anyone, you must not do the sin of adulterighest place in the future.

you must not steal anything, you must not

tell lies about other peopléyou must honor ~ Jesus Uses a Story About Farm Workers
(respect)your father and mothef,’and ‘you 2 ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a man
must love other people the same as you lo hat owned some land. The man grew

yourself.”” grapes on his land. One morning, the man went
20The young man said, “I have obeyed atiut very early to hire some other people to work
these things. What else do | need?” in his field.2The man agreed to pay the workers

21Jesus answered, “If you want to bene silver coinfor working that day. Then the
perfect, then go and sell all the things yaman sent the people into the field to work.
own. Give the money to the poor people. If At about nine o’clock the man went to the
you do this, you will have a rich treasure imarket place and saw some other people
heaven. Then come and follow me!” standing there. These people were doing nothing.

22But when the man heard this, he was vef$o the man said to them, ‘If you go and work in
sad. The man was very rigand wanted to my field, | will pay you what your work is
keep his mongySo he left Jesus. worth.’ 5So the people went to work in the field.

23Then Jesus said to his followers, “I tell “The man went out again about twelve
you the truth. It will be very hard for a ricto’clock and again at three o'clock. Both times
person to enter the kingdom of heavéiYes, the man hired some other people to work in his
| tell you that it is easier for a camel to gbeld. 6At about five o'clock the man went to the
through the eye of a needle than for a richarket place again. He saw some other people
person to enter the kingdom of God.” standing there. The man asked them, ‘Why did

you stand here all day doing nothing?’

Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this is
put his hands on them Showing that Jesus was giving special the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people.

blessings to these children. Israel First, Israel was the Jewish nation, but the name is also
adultery Breaking a marriage promise by sexual sin. used to mean all of God's people.
‘You must not ... mother' Quote from Ex. 20:12-16. silver coin A Roman denarius. One coin was the average pay

‘you must love ... yourself' Quote from Lev. 19:18. for one day’s work.
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™The people said, ‘No person gave us a jobtiim and beat him with whips, and then they
“The man said to them, ‘Then you can gwill kill him on a cross. But on the third day

and work in my field.’ after his death, he will be raised to life again.”
8“At the end of the day, the owner of the _

field said to the boss of all the workers, ‘Call A Mother Asks a Special Favor

the workers and pay all of them. Start by (Mk. 10:35-45)

paying the last people | hired. Then pay all of 2°Then Zebedee’s wife came to Jesus. Her
them, ending with the workers | hired first.” SOns were with her. The mother bowed before
*The workers that were hired at five o'clockesus and asked him to do something for her.
came to get their pay. Each worker got one?XJesus said, “What do you want?” _
silver coin’ 10Then those workers that were She said, “Promise that one of my sons will
hired first came to get their pay. Those worke$# at your right side in your kingdom. And
thought they would be paid more than the oth@iomise that the other son will sit at your left
workers. But each one of those workers al§ile in your kingdom.”
received one silver coid!When they got their  22S0 Jesus said to the sons, “You don't
silver coin, these workers complained to thghderstand what you are asking. Can you
man that owned the lané?The workers said, accept the kind of suffering that I must hee
‘Those people were hired last and worked only The sons answered, “Yes, we can!”
one hour. But you paid them the same as us?3Jesus said to them, “Truly you will suffer
And we worked hard all day in the hot sun.” the same things that | will suffer. But | cannot
13*But the man that owned the field said t6hoose the person that will sit at my right side
one of those workers, ‘Friend, | am being fa@t my left side. My Father has decided who wil
with you. You agreed to work for one silveRave those places. He has prepared those places
coin. Right?!4So take your pay and go. | wanfor those people. Those places belong to them.”
to give the man that was hired last the same**The other ten followers heard this. They
pay that | gave you!Sl can do what | want became angry with the two brotherSJesus
with my own money. Are you jealous becaus@lled all the followers together. Jesus Sald,
| am goodto those people’ “You know that the rulers of the non-Jewish
16So the people that have the last plaggople love to show their power over the people.
now will have the first place in the future. Andnd their important leaders love to use all their
the people that have the first place now wauthority over the peoplé@But it should not be

have the last place in the future.” that way with you. If one of you wants to
become great, then he must serve you like a
Jesus Talks About His Own Death servant.2/If one of you wants to become first,
(Mk. 10:32-34; Lk. 18:31-34) then he must serve you like a sla%t is the

17Jesus was going to Jerusalem. His twehgame with the Son of MdrThe Son of Man did
followers were with him. While they werenot come for other people to serve him. The Son
walking, Jesus gathered the followers togethef Man came to serve other people. The Son of
and spoke to them privately. Jesus said to theMan came to give his life to save many people.”
1&“We are going to Jerusalem. The Son of _

Man® will be given to the leading priests and Jesus Heals Two Blind Men
the teachers of the law. The priests and teachers (Mk. 10:46-52; Lk. 18:35-43)
of the law will say that the Son of Man must 2°When Jesus and his followers were
die. 19They will give the Son of Man to theleaving Jericho, many, many people followed

non-Jewish people. Those people will laugh desus3(There were two blind men sitting by
the road. The blind men heard that Jesus was

silver coin A Roman denarius. One coin was the average pay
for one day’s work. accept ... must haveLiterally, “drink the cup that | must drink.”
Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, thisis Jesus used the idea of drinking from a cup to mean accepting
the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people. the terrible things that would happen to him.
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coming by. So the blind men shouted, “Lordhe road for Jesus. Other people cut branches
Son of David; please help us!” from the trees and spread the branches on the

31All the people criticized the blind menroad.9Some of the people were walking ahead
They told the blind men not to speak. But thef Jesus. Other people were walking behind
blind men shouted more and more, “Lord, Saiesus. The people shouted,

of David, please help us"” “Praisé to the Son of David

32Jesus stopped and said to the blind men, . |
“What do you want me to do for you?” W?LC?hrgehfng)g gfl?ﬁ: tLhOerd(ane that comes

33The blind men answered, “Lord, we want Palm 118:76
to be able to see.” '
34Jesus felt sorry for the blind men. Jesus  Praisé to God in heaven!”

touched their eyes and they were able to S€€, o7y, -
en Jesus went into Jerusalem. All the
Then the men followed Jesus. people in the city were confused. They asked,

Jesus Enters Jerusalem like a King V\/ﬂo is this man? .
(Mk. 11:1-11; Lk. 19:28-38; Jn. 12:12-19) The many people following Jesus

Jesus and his followers were comingnSwered, “This man is Jesus. He is the
loser to Jerusalem. But first theprophet from the town of Nazareth in Galilee.

stopped at Bethphage at the hill called the
Mount of Olives: There Jesus sent two of his (Mk?ifﬂiﬁg.efk_‘ﬁgﬁ‘g_ﬂgﬂ}ﬁg13_22)
followers into the town2Jesus said to the ' '
followers, “Go to the town you can see ther
When you enter it, you will find a donkey tie
there. With the donkey you will find a youn
donkey. Untie the two donkeys and bring the
to me.3If any person asks you why you ar
taking the donkeys, tell that person, ‘Th ver the benches of those men that were

. lling doves!3Jesus said to all the people
m:rsnt%;(r:\fgggntnese donkeys. He will se re, “It is written,in the Scriptures, ‘My

: ill be called a house for prayeBut
4This happened to make clear the fugOuse Wi : ) - il
meaning of what the prophetaid: ou are changing God'’s house into a ‘hiding

12Jesus went into the templerea. He threw
ut all the people that were selling and buying
ings there. Jesus turned over the tables tha
longed to the men that were exchanging
fferent kinds of money. And Jesus turned

place for thieves:”
> “Tell the city of Zion, 14Some blind people and some crippled
‘Now your king is coming to you. people came to Jesus in the temdeea. Jesus
He is humble and he is riding on a donkeyhealed these peoplé&The leading priests and
He is riding on a young donkey, the teachers of the law saw what Jesus did.
born from a work animal.” They saw that Jesus was doing great things and

Zechariah9:9  saw the children praising Jesus in the temple

6The followers went and did what Jesus toff*> The children were saying, "Praige the

on of David:" All these things made the
Ehoenngy gﬁﬂ;]% f;ga‘r’]\’; r&?{fgﬂé t?gsrﬁsolﬂ]re &i,ests and the teachers of the law angry.
put their coats on the donkeys, and Jesus sat
on the coatsgJesus rode along the road to

‘]erusalemMany people Spread their coats Olgaise Literally, “Hosanna,” a Hebrew word used in praying to

God for help. Here, it was probably a shout of joy used in
Son of David Name for the ChrisfMessiah) He was from the  praising God or his Messiah.

family of David, king of Israel about 1000 ye&<£. prophet A person that spoke for God.
Mount of Olives A hill east of the city of Jerusalem where demple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.
person could look down into the temple area. Scriptures Holy Writings—the Old Testament.

prophet A person that spoke for God. Sometimes a prophet tdMy house ... prayer' Quote from Isa. 56:7.
things that would happen in the future. ‘hiding place for thieves’ Quote from Jer. 7:11.
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16The leading priests and the teachers of tHé we answer, ‘John’s baptism was from
law asked Jesus, “Do you hear the things thé&3ed,” then Jesus will say, ‘Then why didn't
children are saying?” you believe John?26But we can't say John's

Jesus answered, “Yes. The Scriptusays, baptism was from someone else. We are afraid
‘You (God) have taught children and babies tof the people, because they all believe that
give praise.” Have you not read that Scripture?"John was a prophgét.

1TThen Jesus left that place and went out of 27So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know
the city to Bethany. Jesus stayed there that nighthere John’s authority came frai

Then Jesus said, “Then | won't tell you

Jesus Shows the Power of Faith what authority | have to do these things!
(MK, 11:12-14, 20-24)

18 arly the next morning, Jesus was going  Jesus Uses a Story About Two Sons

back to the city. Jesus was very hungry. 28Tell me what you think about this: There
19esus saw a fig tree beside the road. Jegi4s a man that had two sons. The man went to

went to the fig treeto get a fig to eat But the first son and said, ‘Son, go and work today
there were no figs on the tree. There were offthe vineyard.”

leaves. So Jesus said to the tree, “You will 29The son answered, ‘I will not go. But later

never again have fruit!” And then the treghe son decided he should go, and the son went.
dried up and died. _ 3®Then the father went to the other son and
20The followers saw this. They were vergaid, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’
surprised. They asked, “How did the fig trephe son answered, ‘Yes, sir, | will go and
dry up and die so quickly?” work.” But the son did not go.
21Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth. If you  s“which of the two sons obeyed his father?”

have faith and no doubts, you will be able to do The Jewish leaders answered, “The first son.”
the same as | did to this tree. And you will be Jesus said to them, “| tell you the truth.

able to do more. You will be able to say to thisy gy think, the tax collectors and the
mountain, ‘Go, mountain, fall into the sea.” AnGyrostitutes .are bad people. But thewill

if you have faith, it will happer?af you believe, enter the kingdom of God before you enter.
you will get anything you ask for in prayer.”  32John came showing you the right way to
. , . live. And you did not believe John. But the tax

Jewish Leaﬂﬁ?g‘;“ggﬁsgg,fgthomy collectors and prostitutes believed John. And
(k. 11:27-33; Lk, 20:1-8) you saw that the tax collectors and prostitutes

23Jesus went into the templarea. While {4y - -
Jesus was teaching there, the leading pri b%eggl?e\%n%.irﬁut you stil refused to change

I
and the older leaders of the people came 10

Jesus. They said to Jesus, “Tell us! What God Sends His Son
authority (power) do you have to do these (Mk. 12:1-12; Lk. 20:9-19)
things? Who gave you this authority?” 33Listen to this story: There was a man that

24Jesus answered, “| will ask you a questigfwned a vineyard. He put a wall around the
too. If you answer me, then | will tell you whafield and dug a hole for a wine prés§hen
authority | have to do these thingsTell me:  the man built a tower. He leased the land to
When John baptizeécbeople, did that comesome farmers. Then he left for a trigLater,

from God or was it only from other people?” it was time for the grapes to be picked. So the
The priests and the Jewish leaders talked

about Jesus’ question. They said to each other,

prophet A person that spoke for God.
Scripture Part of the Holy Writings—the Old Testament. tax collector(s) Jews hired by the Romans to collect taxes. They
‘You ... praise’ Quote from Ps. 8:3 (Greek Version). often cheated, and the other Jews hated them.
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.  prostitutes Women paid by men for sexual sin.
baptize(d) A Greek word meaning to immerse, dip, or bury wine press A place dug in rock used to mash grapes and collect
person or thing briefly under water. the juice for making wine.
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man sent his servants to the farmers to get his Story About People Invited to a Dinner

share of the grapes. (Lk. 14:15-24)
35But the farmers grabbed the servants a Jesus used stories to say some other
beat one. They killed another one and th things to the people. Jesus s&lThe

killed a third servant with rocksi6So the man kingdom of heaven is like a king that prepared
sent some other servants to the farmers. Thewedding dinner for his sofThe king
man sent more servants than he sent the fingtited some people to the feast. When the
time. But the farmers did the same thing to thieast was ready, the king sent his servants to
servants that they did the first timé’So the tell those people to come. But the people
man decided to send his son to the farmers. Trefused to come to the king's feast.
man said, ‘The farmers will respect my son.”  4Then the king sent some more servants.

3&But when the farmers saw the son, thélhe king said to the servants, ‘| have already
said to each other, ‘This is the owner’s somvited those people. So tell them that my
This vineyard will be his. If we kill him, thenfeast is ready. | have killed my best bulls and
it will be ours!" 3%So the farmers took the soncalves to be eaten. Everything is ready. Come
threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.to the wedding feast.’

4So what will the owner of the vineyard 5 The servants went and told the people to
do to these farmers when he comes?” come, But the people refused to listen to the

4IThe Jewish priests and leaders said, “iBervants. Those people went to do other things.
will surely kill those evil men. Then he willOne person went to work in his field, and
lease the land to some other farmers. He waihother person went to his businéSome of
lease it to farmers that will give him his shatie other people grabbed the servants, bea

of the crop at harvest time.” them, and killed them!The king was very
42Jesus said to them, “Surely you have readgry. The king sent his army to kill those
this in the Scripturés people that killed his servants. And the army
‘ - - burned their city.
Thgesctg%%ttr;]aet (t;g?n%;!?grg did not want 8“After that, the king said to his servants,
The Lord did this, ' ‘The wedding feast is ready. | invited those

people, but they were not good enough to
come to my feast’So go to the street corners
and invite all the people you see. Tell them to
43'So | tell you that the kingdom of Godcome to my feast.10So the servants went into
will be taken away from you. God’s kingdonthe streets. They gathered all the people they
will be given to people that do the things Gaebuld find. The servants brought good people
wants in his kingdom44The person that fallsand bad people to the place where the
on this stone will be broken. And if the stoneredding feast was ready. And that place was
falls on a person, then it will crush thailled with people.
person.” 1™Then the king came in to see all the
45The leading priests and the Phariseegeople. The king saw a man there that was not
heard these stories that Jesus told. They knéxessed in the right clothes for a wedding.
that Jesus was talking about thefiThey 12The king said, ‘Friend, how were you
wanted to find a way to arrest Jesus. But thaljowed to come in here? You are not wearing
were afraid of the people, because the peofite right clothes for a wedding.’ But the man

and it is wonderful to us.’
Psalm 118:22-23

believed that Jesus was a prophet. said nothing.13So the king told some
servants, ‘Tie this man’s hands and feet.

Scriptures Holy Writings—the Old Testament. Throw the man out into the darkness. In that

cornerstone First and most important rock of a building. p|ace peop|e will cry and grind their teeth

Verse 44 Some Greek copies omit verse 44. ith .
Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group th! y pain. .
claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs. 1#Yes, many people are invited. But only a

prophet A person that spoke for God. few are chosen.”
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Some Jewish Leaders Try to Trick Jesus woman. Then they will have children for the
(Mk. 12:13-17; Lk. 20:20-26) dead brothet.25There were seven brothers

15Then the Phariseeseft the place whereamong us. The first one married but died. He
Jesus was teaching. They made plans to cdtell no children. So his brother married the
Jesus saying something wrond®The woman.26Then the second brother also died.
Pharisees sent some men to Jesodrick The same thing happened to the third brother
him,. They sent some of their own followerand all the other brotherd’The woman was
and some men from the group calleldst to die.28But all seven men had married
Herodians. These men said, “Teacher, wher. So when people rise from death, whose
know that you are an honest man. We knowife will she be?”
that you teach the truth about God's way. You29esus answered, “You don't understand
are not afraid of what other people think abob&cause you don't know what the Scripttires
you. All men are the same to yduSo tell us say. And you don’'t know about the power of
what you think. Is it right to pay taxes t&od. 30At the time when people rise from
Caesdr? Yes or no?” death, there will be no marriage. People will

18But Jesus knew that these men were tryingt be married to each other. All people will
to trick him. So he said, “You hypocrités be like the angels in heaveniSurely you have
Why are you trying to catch me sayingead what God said to you about the rising
something wrong?°Show me a coin used fofrom death?2God said, ‘| am the God of
paying the tax.” The men showed JesusAbraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
silver coin: 20Then Jesus asked, “Whosgacob* |If God said he is their God, then
picture is on the coin? And whose name isese men are not really dead. He is the God

written on the coin?” only of living people.”
2IThe men answered, “It is Caesar's picture 33All the people heard this. They were
and Caesar’s name.” amazed at Jesus’ teaching.

Then Jesus said to them, “Give to Caesar
the things that are Caesar's. And give to God Which Command Is the Most Important?
the things that are God’s.” (Mk. 12:28-34; Lk. 10:25-28)
22Those men heard what Jesus said, and they?“The Phariseédearned that Jesus told the

were amazed. They left him and went away. Sadduceésthings they could not argue with.
So the Pharisees met togeti#0ne Pharisee

Some Sadducees Try to Trick Jesus was an expert in the layof Moses. That
(Mk. 12:18-27; Lk. 20:27-40) Pharisee asked Jesus a question to test him.
23That same day some SadducCesmme to 36The Pharisee said, “Teacher, which
Jesus. (Sadducees believe that no person wdinmand in the law is the most important?”
rise from death.) The Sadducees asked Jesus@Jesus answered, “You must love the Lord
question24They said, “Teacher, Moses told ugour God. You must love him with all your
that if a married man dies and he had meart, all your soul, and all your mind38This
children, then his brother must marry this the first and most important command.
39And the second command is like the first:
‘You must love other people the same as you

, , o love yourself.” 40All of the law and the
Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that
claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs.

Herodians A Jewish political group.

Caesar The name given to the emperor (ruler) of Rome. if ... dead brother See Deut. 25:5 and Gen. 38:8.

hypocrites Bad people that act like they are good. Scriptures Holy Writings—the Old Testament.

silver coin A Roman denarius. One coin was the average p@braham, Isaac, Jacob Three of the most important Jewish
for one day's work. leaders during the time of the Old Testament.

SadduceesA leading Jewish religious group. They accepted onlyam ... Jacob’ Quote from Ex. 3:6.
the first five books of the Old Testament. They believed thatou must love ... mind" Quote from Deut. 6:5.
people don't live again after death. ‘You must love ... yourself' Quote from Lev. 19:18.
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writings of the prophetstake their meaning 5The only reason they do good things is for

from these two commands.” other people to see them. They wear special
, . boxes full of Scriptures: They make these

Jesus Asks the Pharisees a Question boxes bigger and bigger. And they make their
(Mk. 12:35-37; Lk. 20:41-44) special prayer clothes very logp that people

4150 while the Phariseesvere together, will see them 6Those Phariseésind teachers

Jesus asked them a questidiJesus said, of the law love to get the most important seats
What do you think about the Chrit Whose at the feasts. And they love to get the most

sonis he?” ~_ important seats in the synagogtié3hey love
The Pharisees answered, “The Christ is th§y people to show respect to them in the
Son of David." market places. And they love to have people

43Then Jesus said to the Pharisees, “Then Wil them ‘Teacher.’

did David call him ‘Lord"? David was speaking - &But you must not be called ‘Teacher.’ You
by the power of theHoly, Spirit” David said, are all brothers and sisters together. You have

44 “The Lord (God)said to my Lord(Christy  ©nly one TeachePAnd don't call any person on

Sit by me at my right side, earth ‘Father.’ You have one Father. He is in
andlw)illl put youyer?emies under ~ heaven.10And you should not be called
your control” psam 1101 Master.” You have only one Master, the

Christ’ 11The person that serves you like a
“5David calls the Christ'Lord.” So how can servant is the greatest person among you.
he be David's son?*6None of the Phariseesi?Every person that makes himself better than
could answer Jesus’ question. And after thather people will be made humble. Every person
day no person was brave enough to ask Jegis makes himself humble will be made great.

any more questiongo try to trick him). 13t will be bad for you teachers of the law
o . and Pharise€sYou are hypocrite$.You close
Jesus Criticizes the Religious Leaders the way for people to enter the kingdom of

(Mk. 12:38-40; Lk. 11:37-52; 20:45-417) heaven. You yourselves don't enter, and you
2 Then Jesus spoke o the people andg@y the people that are trying to enteéf:

is followers. Jesus saickThe 15t will be bad for you teachers of the law
teachers of the law and the Pharisdes/e the ang Pharisees.You are hypocrites.You
authority (power)to tell you what the law of traye| across the seas and across different
Moses says?So you should obey the thinggqyntries to find one person that will follow
they say. You should do all the things they t gur ways. When you find that person, you
you to do. But their lives are not good exampl@gake him worse than you are. And you are so
for you to follow. They tell you to do thingspaq that you belong in hell
but they don’t do those things themselves. 161t will be bad for you teachers of the law

“They make strict rules that are hard for peoplfiq phariseesyou guide the people, but you
to obey. They fry to force other people to obete hlind. You say, ‘If any person uses the
all those rules. But they themselves will not try

to follow any of those rules.

special boxes Small leather boxes containing four important
prophets People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote books Scriptures. Some Jews tied these to the forehead and left arm to
that are part of the Old Testament. show they were very religious.
Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group th&triptures Holy Writings—the Old Testament.
claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs.  synagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered for

Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God. prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.
Son of David Name for the ChrisfMessiah) He was from the hypocrites Bad people that act like they are good.
family of David, king of Israel about 1000 ye&<£. Verse 14 Some Greek copies add verse 14: “It will be bad for

Spirit, Holy Spirit Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of  you, teachers of the law and Pharisees. You are hypocrites.
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does You take away widows’ houses, and you make long prayers so
God's work among people in the world. that people can see you. So you will have a worse

control Literally, “feet.” punishment.” See Mk. 12:40; Lk. 20:47.
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name of the templeto make a promise, thainside of the cup clean and good. Then the
means nothing. But if any person uses the galdtside of the cup can be truly clean.
that is in the temple to make a promise, then2”It will be bad for you teachers of the law
he must keep that promisé’You are blind and PharisegsYou are hypocriteS.You are
fools! Which is greater: the gold, or théike tombs that are painted white. The outside
temple? The temple makes that gold hgBo of those tombs looks fine. But inside, the
the temple is greatgri8And you say, ‘If any tombs are full of the bones of dead people.
person uses the altalo make a promise, thatAnd all kinds of unclean things are inside
means nothing. But if any person uses the difiere.28lt is the same with you. People look at
on the altar to make a promise, then he mystu and think that you are good. But on the
keep his promise.1%ou are blind. You inside you are full of hypocrisyand evil.
understand nothingWhich is greater: the gift, 21t will be bad for you teachers of the law
or the altar? The altar makes the gift hg§o and Pharise€sYou are hypocrite$.You build
the altar is greatgr2iThe person that uses théombs for the prophetsAnd you show honor
altar to make a promise is really using the altar the graves of people that lived good lives.
and also everything on the alt&tAnd the 3CAnd you say, ‘If we had lived during the
person that uses the temple to make a promtisee of our fathers,we would not have helped
is really using the temple and also the One titaem Kkill these prophets3iYou give proof
lives in the temple22The person that useghat you are childrefidescendantspf those
heaven to make a promise is also using Gogisople that killed the prophet&And you will
throne and the One that sits on that throne. finish the sin that your fathers started!

23t will be bad for you teachers of the law 33*You are snakes! You are from a family of
and Pharise€sYou are hypocrites.You give poisonous snakes! You will not escape God.
God one tenth of everything you own—eveYiou will all be judged guilty and go to hell!
your mint, dill, and cummiri.But you don't 34So | tell you this: | send to you prophétand
obey the really important teachings of theise men and teachers. You will kill some of
law—being fair, showing mercy, and beinthese people. You will hang some of them on
faithful. These are the things you should dorosses. You will beat some of these people in
And you should also continue to do thosgur synagogues.You will chase them from
other things24You guide the people, but yotown to town.35So you will be guilty for the
are blind! Think about a person picking a littldeath of all the good people that have been
fly out of his drink and then swallowing &illed on earth. You will be guilty for the
camel! You are like that. killing of that good man Abel. And you will

2%t will be bad for you teachers of the lawbe guilty for the killing of Zechariahson of
and PhariseesYou are hypocrite5.You wash Berachiah. He was killed between the temple
clean the outside of your cups and dishes. Butd the altar.You will be guilty for the killing
inside they are full of things that you got bgf all the good people that lived between the
cheating other people and pleasing yourselvése of Abel and the time of Zechariab! tell
26Pharisees, you are blind! First make thu the truth. All of these things will happen to

you people that are living now.

temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.

altar An altar is a place where sacrifices or gifts are offered tombs Small buildings made to show respect for important
God. There was an altar in front of the temple in Jerusalem.  persons that had died.

Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group thiaypocrisy Acting like you are good when you are not.
claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs. prophets People that spoke for God.

hypocrites Bad people that act like they are good. fathers Important ancestors of the Jews, especially the leaders of

mint, dill, cummin Small plants grown in gardens and used for the twelve Jewish family groups.
spices. Only very religious people would be careful enough $gnagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered for
give a tenth of these plants. prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.

You are like that Meaning, “You worry about the smallestAbel, Zechariah In the Hebrew Old Testament, the first and last
mistakes but do the biggest sin.” men to be murdered.
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Jesus Warns the People of Jerusalem %Then people will treat you badly. People
(Lk. 13:34-35) will give you (to the rulersto be persecuted
30 Jerusalem, Jerusalem! You kill théhurt) and killed. All people will hate you. All
prophets. You kill with rocks those men thatthese things will happen to you because you
God sent to you. Many, many times | wanted kelieve in me 10At that time, many believers
help your people. | wanted to gather yowvill lose their faith. They will turn against each
people together like a hen gathers her chiokther and hate each othe¥Many false
under her wings. But you did not let i@\ ow prophets will come. They will cause many
your house will be left completely empt§gl people to believe wrong thing&2There will be
tell you, you will not see me again until thahore and more evil in the world. So most
time when you will say, ‘Welcome! God blesbelievers will stop showing lovel3But the
the one that comes in the name of the L&td." person that continues strong to the end will be
. saved.14The Good News abou{God’s,
Future Destruction of the Temple kingdom will be told in the whole world. It will
(Mk. 13:1-31; Lk. 21:5-33) be told to every nation. Then the end will come.
24_3\/93“5 left the templearea and was  15‘Daniel the prophétspoke about ‘the
—twalking away. But his followers cameerrible thing that causes destructionyou
to him to show him the temple’s buildingswill see this terrible thing standing in the holy
2Jesus asked the followers, “Are you lookinglace the temple) (You that read this should
at these buildings? | tell you the truth. Theynderstand what it meand®At that time, the
will be destroyed. Every stone will be throwfeople in Judea should run away to the
down to the ground. Not one stone will be le ountains_17peop|e should run away without
on another.” N wasting the time to stop for anything. If a
SLater, Jesus was sitting at a place on tBerson is on the roof of his house, he must not
Mount of Olives: The followers came to bego down to get things out of his housdf a
alone with Jesus. They said, “Tell us whegerson is in the field, he must not go back to
these things will happen. And what Wl?ggt his coatl9At that time, it will be bad for
happen to show us that it is time for you {@omen that are pregnant or have small babies!
come again and time for the warle end?”  20Pray that it will not be winter or a Sabbath
“Jesus answered: “Be careful! Don't let anyay when these things happen and you have
person fool yousMany people will come andto run away.2!Why? Because at that time
use my name. They will say, ‘I am thehere will be much trouble. There will be more
Christ™” And they will fool many people. trouble than has ever happened since the
SYou will hear about wars that are beingeginning of the world. And nothing as bad as
fought. And you will hear stories about othehat will ever happen agaifizBut God has
wars beginning. But don't be afraid. Thesgecided to make that terrible time short. If that
things must happen before the end comegne were not made short, then no person
’Nations will fight against other nationswould continue living. But God will make that
Kingdoms will fight against other kingdomstime short to help the people he has chosen.
There will be times when there is no food faBat that time, some person might say to you,
people to eat. And there will be earthquakes ok, there is the Christ! Or another person

different places¢These things are like the firsimight say, ‘There he is!’ But don’t believe
pains when something new is born.

false prophets People that say they speak for God but do not

prophets People that spoke for God. really speak God's truth.

‘Welcome! ... Lord’" Quote from Ps. 118:26. prophets People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote books

temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship. that are part of the Old Testament.

Mount of Olives A hill east of the city of Jerusalem where &the terrible thing ... destruction’ See Dan. 9:27; 12:11 (see also
person could look down into the temple area. Dan. 11:31).

world Literally, “age,” or “time.” Sabbath day Saturday, a special day for Jews to rest and

Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God. honor God.
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them.24False Christs and false propHetall the truth. All these things will happen while
come and do great things and miracl@hey people of this time are still living$>The whole
will do these things to the people God hagorld, earth and sky, will be destroyed, but the
chosen. They will do these things to try to foslords | have said will never be destroyed!
his people, if that is possibléNow | have
warned you about this before it happens. Only God Knows When the Time Will Be
26'Some person might tell you, ‘The Chfist (Mk. 13:32-37; Lk. 17:26-30, 34-36)
is there in the desert!" But don't go into the 3No person knows when that day or time
desert to look for the Christ. Another personill be. The Son and the angels in heaven
might say, ‘There is the Christ in that room@on’t know when that day or time will be.
But don't believe that2’When the Son of Only the Father knows*"When the Son of
Man' comes, he will be seen by all people. Wan" comes, it will be the same as the thing
will be like lightning flashing in the sky thathat happened during Noah's tin#éln those
can be seen everywheféMy coming will be days before the flood, people were eating and
clear, the same pany time you see vultures drinking. People were marrying and giving
gathering, you know there is a dead body. their children to be married. The people were
29Soon after the trouble of those daysstill doing those things until the day Noah
this will happen: entered the boat?Those people knew nothing
“The sun will become dark, about what was happening. But then the flood
and the moon will not give light. came and all those people were destroyed. It
The stars will fall from the sky, Xvﬂl be the same when the Son of Man comes.
and everything in the sky will Two men will be working together in the
be changed.”  Isaiah 13:10; 34:4 field. One man will be taken and the other left.
' 41Two women will be grinding grain with a
3“At that time, there will be something inmill.” One woman will be taken and the other
the sky that shows the Son of Maroming. woman will be left.
All the people of the world will cry. All the 42*So always be ready. You don’t know the
people will see the Son of Man coming on tlday your Lord will come43Remember this: If
clouds in the sky. The Son of Man will coméhe owner of the house knew what time the
with power and great gloryiThe Son of Man thief was coming, then the owner would be
will use a loud trumpet to send his angels a#lady for him. The owner would watch and not
around the earth. The angels will gather Hist the thief enter his housé4So you also
chosen people from every part of the earth. must be ready. The Son of Mawill come at
32The fig tree teaches us a lesson: When tlaetime when you don’t expect him.
fig tree’s branches become green and soft, and
new leaves begin to grow, then you know that ~ Good Servants and Bad Servants
summer is near33t is the same with these (Lk. 12:41-48)
things that | told you would happen. When you 45‘Who is the wise and trusted servant? The
see all these things happening, you will knomaster trusts one servant to give the other
that the time is near, ready to comé tell you  servants their food at the right time. Who is
the servant that the master trusts to do that
false prophets People that say they speak for God but do ngyork?46When the master comes and fl_ndS that
reallyspeakGod'struth, servant dOIng the Work he gave h|m, the
miracles Here, powerful acts done by Satan's power. servant will be very happyt/l tell you the
Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.  tryth. The master will choose that servant to
Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this } :
the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his peop .ke Car.e of everythmg the maSter.OV\Mam
vultures Or, eagles—birds that eat dead animals. what will happen if the servant is evil and

time The time Jesus has been talking about when a very important
thing will happen. In Luke Jesus says that it is the time for
God's kingdom to come (Lk. 21:31). mill Two large, flat rocks used for grinding grain to make flour.
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thinks his master will not come back soon? Story About Three Servants

49Then that servant will begin to beat the other (Lk. 19:11-27)

servants. That servant will eat the food and get'# The kingdom of heaven jiske a man
drunk with other people like hin®?Then the leaving home to travel to another place for a
master of that servant will come when thasit. Before the man left, he talked with his
servant is not ready. It will be a time when theervants. The man told his servants to take
servant is not expecting the mastéihen the care of the things he owned while he was
master will punish that servant. The mastgone.!°He decided how much each servant
will send him away to be with the hypocriteswould be able to care for. The man gave one
And in that place people will cry and gringervant five bags of monéye gave another

their teethwith pain. servant two bags of money. And he gave a
. third servant one bag of money. Then that man
Story About Ten Girls left. 16The servant that got five bags of money

2 “At that time the kingdom of heaverwent quickly to invest the money. Those five
ill be like ten girls that went to waitbags of money earned five motélt was the

for the bridegroom.They brought their lampssame with the servant that had two bags of
with them.2Five of the girls were foolish. Andmoney. That servant invested the money and
five of the girls were wiseiThe five foolish earned two morel8But the servant that got
girls brought their lamps, but they did notne bag of money went away and dug a hole
bring more oil for the lamps to burdThe in the ground. Then the servant hid his
wise girls brought their lamps and more oil imaster's money in that hole.

jars.5The bridegroom was very late. All the 1%After a long time the master came home.
girls became tired and began sleeping. The master asked the servants what they did

6“At midnight someone announced, ‘Thavith his money.20The servant that got five

bridegroom is coming! Come and meet him!"bags of money brought five more bags of

Then all the girls woke up. The girls madenoney to the master. The servant said,
their lamps ready2But the foolish girls said to‘Master, you trusted me to care for five bags of
the wise girls, ‘Give us some of your oil. Thenoney. So | used your five bags of money to
oil in our lamps is all gone.’ earn five more.’

%The wise girls answered, ‘No! The oil 2“The master answered, ‘You did right.
we have might not be enough for all of usYou are a good servant that can be trusted. You
But go to the people that sell oil and buylid well with that small amount of money. So |
some for yourselves.’ will let you care for much greater things. Come

1"So the five foolish girls went to buy oil.and share my happiness with me.’

While they were gone, the bridegroosame.  22“Then the servant that got two bags of
The girls that were ready went in with thenoney came to the master. The servant said.
bridegroom to the wedding feast. Then thblaster, you gave me two bags of money to

door was closed and locked. care for. So | used your two bags of money to
11| ater the other girls came. The girls saigarn two more.’

‘Sir, sir, open the door to let us in.’ 23The master answered, ‘You did right.
12But the bridegroom answered, ‘I tell yowyou are a good servant that can be trusted.

the truth. | don’t know you.’ You did well with a small amount of money.

13*So always be ready. You don’t knowso | will let you care for much greater things.
the day or the timgwhen the Son of Man Come and share my happiness with me.’
will come,. 24Then the servant that got one bag of
money came to the master. The servant said.

_ , ‘Master, | knew that you were a very hard
hypocrites Bad people that act like they are good.

bridegroom A man that is getting married.

Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this lkags of money Literally, “talents.” A talent was about 60 to 80

the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people. pounds of gold, silver or copper coins.
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man. You harvest things you did not planivas sick, and you cared for me. | was in
You gather crops where you did not put ampyison, and you came to visit me.’
seed.?5So | was afraid. | went and hid your 37Then the good people will answer, ‘Lord,
money in the ground. Here is the one bag when did we see you hungry and give you food?
money you gave me.’ When did we see you thirsty and give you
26‘The master answered, ‘You are a basomething to drink28When did we see you
and lazy servant! You say you knew that dlone and away from home and invite you into
harvest things | did not plant, and that | gatheur home? When did we see you without clothes
crops where | did not put any seetiSo you and give you something to wea®Vhen did we
should have put my money in the bank. Thesge you sick or in prison and care for you?’
when | came home, | would get my money 4®Then the king will answer, ‘I tell you the
back. And | would also get the interest thatuth. Anything you did for any of my people
my money earned.’ here; you also did for me.’

28" So the master told his other servants, 4“Then the king will say to those bad
‘Take the one bag of money from that servapéople on his left, ‘Go away from me. God has
and give it to the servant that has ten bagsatfeady decided that you will be punished. Go
money.2%very person that uses what he hago the fire that burns forever. That fire was
will get more. That person will have muclprepared for the devil and his angelsyou
more than he needs. But the person that doasst go away, because | was hungry, and you
not use what he has will have everything takgave me nothing to eat. | was thirsty, and you
away from him.’30Then the master saidgave me nothing to drink3l was alone and
‘Throw that useless servant outside, into tfavay from home, and you did not invite me
darkness! In that place people will cry anito your home. | was without clothes, and you

grind their teethwith pain.’ gave me nothing to wear. | was sick and in
_ prison, and you did not care for me.’
The Son of Man Will Judge All People 44Then those peop|e will answer, ‘Lord,

3%The Son of Man will come again. He when did we see you hungry or thirsty? When
will come with great glory. All his angels willdid we see you alone and away from home?
come with him. He will be king and sit on hi©r when did we see you without clothes or
great throne32All the people of the world will sick or in prison? When did we see these
be gathered before the Son of Man. Then ttiengs and not help you?’
Son of Man will separate all people into two 43Then the king will answer, ‘I tell you the
groups. This is like a shepherd separates theth. Anything you refused to do for any of
sheep from the goat83The Son of Man will my people heréyou refused to do for me.’
put the sheefgood peoplepn his right and the  46“Then those bad people will go away.
goats(bad peoplepn his left. They will have punishment forever. But the

34Then the king will say to those goodjood people will go and have life forever.”
people on his right, ‘Come. My Father has . _
given you great hlessings. Come and get the The Jewish Leaders Plan to Kill Jesus
kingdom God promised you. That kingdom (Mk. 14:1-2; Lk. 22:1-2; Jn. 11.45-53)
has been prepared for you since the world @ After Jesus finished saying all these
made.35You can have this kingdom, becaus hings, he said to his followers)You
was hungry and you gave me food to eat. | wig@oWw that the day after tomorrow is Passdver.
thirsty, and you gave me something to drinkQn that day the Son of Mamill be given to
was alone and away from home, and ydus enemiego be killed on a cross.”
invited me into your home3l was without

clothes, and you gave me Something to weapny of my people here Literally, “one of the least of these
brothers of mine.”
Passover Important Jewish holy day. They ate a special meal on
Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, thisis this day every year to remember that God freed them from
the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people. slavery in Egypt in the time of Moses.
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3Then the leading priests and the oldewill give you Jesus. What will you pay me for
Jewish leaders had a meeting at the paladeing this?" The priests gave Judas 30 silver
where the high priestiived. The high priest’s coins. 16After that time Judas waited for the
name was Caiapha4n the meeting, they tried best time to give Jesus to the priests.
to find a way to arrest Jesus without the people
seeing it. They planned to arrest Jesus and kill ~ Jesus Eats the Passover Meal
him.5The men in the meeting said, “We cannot _ (Vi 14:21=22 Lk 22:7-14, 21=25, Jn. 13:21-30)
arrest Jesus during Passovaie don't want  17On the first day of the Festival of
the people to become angry and cause a riot.'Unleavened Bread the followers came to
Jesus. The followers said, “We will prepare
A Woman Does Something Special everything for you to eat the Passdvereal.
(Mk. 14:3-9; Jn. 12:1-8) Where do you want us to have the meal?”
6Jesus was in Bethany. He was at the housé8Jesus answered, “Go into the city. Go to a
of Simon the leper."While Jesus was there, anan | know. Tell him that the teacher says, ‘The
woman came to him. She had an alabagéer chosen time is near. | will have the Passéver
filled with very expensive perfume. Theneal with my followers at your house.?®The
woman poured this perfume on Jesus’ hefidlowers obeyed and did the thing Jesus told
while Jesus was eating. them to do. They prepared the Passover meal.
8The followers saw the woman do this and 20n the evening Jesus was at the table with
became upset at the woman. The followetise twelve followers2iThey were all eating.
asked, “Why waste that perfumé@That Then Jesus said, “ tell you the truth. One of you
perfume could be sold for much money andelve here will soon give me to my enemies.”
the money could be given to poor people.”  27ZThe followers were very sad to hear this.
10But Jesus knew what happened. JesBach follower said to Jesus, “Lord, surely |
said, “Why are you troubling this woman? Sh&m not the one!”
did a very good thing for mellYou will  23Jesus answered, “The man that has dipped
always have poor people with yoBut you his hand into the same bowl with me is the
will not always have mel2This woman person that will be against méfThe Son of
poured perfume on my body. She did this Man* will go ,and dig. The Scripture’ssay
prepare me for burial after | diél tell you this will happen. But it will be very bad for
the truth. The Good Newswill be told to the person that gives the Son of Mgo be
people in all the world. And in every placeilled,. It would be better for that person if he
where the Good News is told, the story afere never born.”
what this woman did will also be told. And 25Then Judas said to Jesus, “Teacher, surely

people will remember her.” | will not be against you!” (Judas is the one
that would give Jesus to his enemies.)
Judas Becomes an Enemy of Jesus Jesus answered, “Yes, it is you.”
(MK. 14:10-11; Lk. 22:3-6) ’ ’
14Then one of the twelve followers went to The Lord’s Supper

talk to the leading priests. This was the  (Vk 14:22-26; Lk. 22:15-20; 1 Cor 11:23-25)
follower named Judas IscariétJudas said, “I -~ 26while they were eating, Jesus took some

bread. Jesus thanked God for the bread anc
divided it. He gave the bread to his followers.
high priest The most important Jewish priest and leader.
Passover Important Jewish holy day. They ate a special meal on
this day every year to remember that God freed them from

slavery in Egypt in the time of Moses. Festival of Unleavened Bread An important Jewish holiday
leper A person that had leprosy, a very bad skin disease. week. In the Old Testament it began the day after Passover, but
alabaster A beautiful kind of stone that can be carved. by this time the two holidays had become one.
You will ... with you See Deut. 15:11. Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this is

Good News The news that God has made a way for people to the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people.
have their sins forgiven and live with him forever. Scriptures Holy Writings—the Old Testament.
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Jesus said, “Take this bread and eat it. Tlsigrrow. My heart is breaking with sadness.
bread is my body.” Stay awake here with me and wait.”

2iThen Jesus took a cup of wine. Jesus3°Then Jesus walked a little farther away
thanked God for it and gave it to the followerdrom them. Jesus fell to the ground and
Jesus said, “Every one of you drink th#€This prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, don't give
wine is my blood. My blooddeath)begins the me this cup ,of suffering. But do what you
new agreemenfrom God to his people This want, not what | want.*0Then Jesus went
blood is given for many people to forgive theiback to his followers. Jesus found his
sins.29 tell you this: I will not drink this wine followers sleeping. Jesus said to Peter, “You
again until that day when we are together imen could not stay awake with me for one
my Father’s kingdom and the wine is newhour?41Stay awake and pray for strength

Then | will drink it again with you.” against temptation. Your spirit wants to do
30All the followers sang a song. Then thewnhat is right. But your body is weak.”
went out to the Mount of Olives. 42Then Jesus went away a second time and
. _ . prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for this
Jesus Says His Followers Will Leave Him Jpainful, thing to be taken from me, and if |
(Mk. 14:27-31; Lk. 22:31-34; Jn. 13:36-38) must do it, then | pray that what you want will

31Jesus told the followers, “Tonight you wilhe done.”
lose your faith because of me. It is writi@m  43Then Jesus went back to the followers.

the Scriptures: Again Jesus found them sleeping. Their eyes
‘| will kill the shepherd were very tired44So Jesus left them and went
and the sheep wil fun away. away one more time and prayed. This third

7echaiah 137 time he prayed, he said the same thing.

, o 45Then Jesus went back to the followers and
32But |after | die, | will rise from death. said, “You are still sleeping and resting? The
Then I'will go into Galilee. | will be there time has come for the Son of Mao be given
before you go there.” to sinful people46Stand up! We must go.

%Peter answered, “All the other followersiere comes the man that is giving @ my
may lose their faith because of you. But | wignemie§"

never lose my faith.”

34Jesus answered, ‘I tell you the truth. Tonight Jesus Is Arrested
you will say you don’t know me. You will say (Mk. 14:43-50; Lk. 22:47-53; Jn. 18:3-12)
this three times before the rooster crows.” 47While Jesus was still speaking, Judas

35But Peter answered, “l will never say that tame there. Judas was one of the twelve
don’t know you! | will even die with you!" followers. Judas had many people with him.
And all the other followers said the same thingThese people were sent from the leading
priests and the older leaders of the people.

Jesus Prays Alone These people with Judas had swords and

(Mk. 14:32-42; Lk. 22:39-46) clubs. 48Judas planned to do something to

36Then Jesus went with his fO”OWG!’S to ghow the peop|e which man was Jesus. Judas
place called Gethsemane. Jesus said to &§d, “The man | kiss is Jesus. Arrest him.”

followers, “Sit here while | go there and pray49So Judas went to Jesus and said, “Hello,

37Jesus told Peter and the two sons of Zebe@iggcher!” Then Judas kissed Jesus.

to come with him. Then Jesus began to be very

sad and troublecd®Jesus said to Peter and the

two sons of Zebedee, “My soul is full ofup sesus is talking about the bad things that will happen to him.
Accepting these things will be very hard, like drinking a cup of
something that tastes very bad.

Mount of Olives A hill east of the city of Jerusalem where &on of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this is

person could look down into the temple area. the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people.
Scriptures Holy Writings—the Old Testament. Judas Literally, “the one that betrayed him.”
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50Jesus answered, “Friend, do the thingou. Do you have something to say about
you came to do.” these charges against you? Are these peopl
Then the men came and grabbed Jesus dalling the truth?®3But Jesus said nothing.
arrested him>X\When that happened, one of the Again the high priestsaid to Jesus, “You
followers with Jesus grabbed his sword arate now under oath. | command you by the
pulled it out. This follower hit the servant of thepower of the living God to tell us the truth.
high priest with the sword and cut off his ear. Tell us, are you the Christhe Son of God?”
5ZJesus said to the man, “Put your sword ¢4Jesus answered, “Yes, | am. But | tell you,
back in its place. People that use swords wiilthe future you will see the Son of Maaitting
be killed with swords>3Surely you know | at the right side of God. And you will see the
could ask my Father and he would give non of Man coming on the clouds of heaven.”
more than twelve armies of angeléBut this  65%When the high priestheard this,he was
thing must happen this way so that it will beery angry. He tore his clothes and said,
like the Scripturessaid.” “This man has said things that are against
55Then Jesus said to all the people, “YoBod! We don't need any more witnesses. You
came to get me with swords and clubs likeall heard him say these things against God.
am a criminal. Every day | sat in the teniplé5What do you think?”
area teaching. You did not arrest me there.The Jewish leaders answered, “He is guilty,
S6But all these things have happened so thaartd he must die.”
will be like the prophetswrote.” Then all of  67Then they spit in Jesus’ face. And they hit

Jesus’ followers left him and ran away. him with their fists. Other people slapped
Jesus%8éThey said, “Show us that you are a
Jesus Before the Jewish Leaders prophet; Christ! Tell us who hit you!”
)

(Mk. 14:53-65; Lk. 22:54-55, 63-71; Jn. 18:13-14, 19-24

5The men that arrested Jesus led him to the Peter Is Afraid to Say He Knows Jesus
house of Caiaphas the h|gh prie*sf[he (Mk. 14:66-72; Lk. 22:56-62; Jn. 18:15-18, 25-27)
teachers of the law and the older Jewish leaders’°At that time, Peter was sitting in the yard.
were gathered thereéSPeter followed Jesus,A servant girl came to Peter. The girl said,
but he did not come near Jesus. Peter follow&dou were with Jesus, that man from Galilee.”
Jesus to the yard of the high priest's house. He/0But Peter said that he was never with Jesus.
went in and sat with the guards. Peter wanteétk said this to all the people there. Peter said, |
to see what would happen to Jesus. don’t know what you are talking about.”

S9The leading priests and the Jewish council’'Then Peter left the yard. At the gate,
tried to find something against Jesus so thatother girl saw him. The girl said to the people
they could kill him. They tried to find peopldhere, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.”
to lie and say that Jesus had done wrong./?Again, Peter said that he was never with
60Many people came and told false thingkesus. Peter said, “I promise to God that |
about Jesus. But the council could find no regdn’t know this man Jesus!”
reason to kill Jesus. Then two people came’3A short time later, some people standing
6land said, “This marjJesus)said, ‘I can there went to Peter and said, “We know you
destroy the templeof God and build it againare one of those men that followed Jesus. We
in three days.” know this because of the way you talk.”

62Then the high prieststood and said to 74Then Peter began to curse. He said
Jesus, “These people have said things agastsbngly, “I promise to God that | don’'t know

high priest The most important Jewish priest and leader. Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.

Scriptures Holy Writings—the Old Testament. Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this is

temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship. the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people.

prophets People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote boofsophet A prophet could say things that most people could
that are part of the Old Testament. not know.
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this man Jesus!” After Peter said this, a rooster ~ Governor Pilate Questions Jesus
crowed.’SThen Peter remembered what Jesus (Mk. 15:2-5; Lk. 23:3-5; Jn. 18:33-38)
had told him: “Before the rooster crows, you 11Jesus stood before Pilate the governor.
will say three times that you don’t know me.Pilate asked him questions. He said, “Are you
Then Peter went outside and cried bitterly.  the king of the Jews?”
Jesus answered, “Yes, | am.”
Jesus Is Taken to Governor Pilate 12When the leading priests and the older
(Mk. 15:1; Lk. 23:1-2; Jn. 18:28-32) Jewish leaders accused Jesus, he said nothing.
2 Early the next morning, all the leading 13So Pilate said to Jesus, “You hear these
priests and older leaders of the peopieople accusing you of all these things. Why
decided to kill JesugThey tied Jesus withdon't you answer?”
chains. Then they led him to Pilate the 14But Jesus said nothing to answer Pilate.
governor. They gave Jesus to Pilate. Pilate was very surprised at this.

T Pilate Tries but Fails to Free Jesus
J“da&ft'snfgﬂgflf (MK, 15:6-15 Lk, 23:13-25; Jn, 18:39-19:16)

3Judas saw that they had decided to kill *"EVery year at the Passovetime the
Jesus. Judas was the one that gave Jiestis 90Vernor would free one person from the
enemies When Judas saw what happened, RESON- This was always a person that the
was very sorry for what he did. So he took tﬁgople wanted to be made fréeht that time
30 silver coins back to the priests and tfiA ere was a man in prison who was known to
leaders AJudas said, “I sinned. | gave you ate very bad. His name was BarabbasAll
innocent man to be killed.” he people gathered at Pilate’s house. Pilate

The Jewish leaders answered, “We do sked the people, “I will free one man for you.
care! That's a problem for you, not us.” hich man do you want me to free: Barabbas,
530 Judas threw the money into the templ@” JeSuS who is called the Chrit t*Pilate
Then Judas left that place and hanged himsé‘?ew that the people gave Jesus to him

5The leading priests picked up the silveP®Calie the people were jealous.
coins in the temple. They said, “Our law does. - ilate said these things while he was
not allow us to keep this money with theltting in the place for judging. While he was
temple money, because this money has pa? fing there, his wife sent a message to him.
for a man’s death.”So they decided to use! € Message said, “Don’t do anything with
the money to buy a field called Potter's Fielgat manJesus) He is not guilty. And today |
This field would be a place to bury people thd{2d @ dream about him, and it troubled me
died while visitingin Jerusalem &That is VeTY much” .
why that field is stil called the Field of Blood, 2’But the leading priests and older Jewish

9 i i~ tiieaders told the people to ask for Barabbas to
p?(?pft]g?StQiIanQ happened that Jeremiaf t}lll;?_;cfmade free and for Jesus to be killed.

_ _ 21Pjlate said, “| have Barabbas and Jesus.
“They took 30 silver coins. That was Which do you want me to make free for you?”
how much the Jewish people decided to  The people answered, “Barabbas!”
pay for his life.1They used those 30 silver  22pjlate asked, “So what should | do with
coins to buy the potter’s field, like the Jesus, the one called the CHf&t

Lord commanded me.” All the people answered, “Kill him on a
cross!”

Passover Important Jewish holy day. They ate a special meal on
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship. this day every year to remember that God freed them from
prophet A person that spoke for God. Sometimes a prophet told slavery in Egypt in the time of Moses.

things that would happen in the future. Barabbas In some Greek copies the name is Jesus Barabbas.

“They took ... me” See Zech. 11:12-13; Jer. 32:6-9. Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.
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23Pilate asked, “Why do you want me to kilivas mixed with gall. Jesus tasted the wine but

him? What wrong has he done?” refused to drink it35The soldiers nailed Jesus
But all the people shouted louder, “Killto a cross. Then the soldiers gambled with dice
him on a cross!” to decide who would get Jesus’ clothé&She

24Pilate saw that he could do nothing tsoldiers sat there and continued watching
make the people change. And he saw that thesus37The soldiers put a sign above Jesus’
people were becoming upset. So Pilate tobkad with the charge against him written on it.
some water and washed his hansis that all The sign said: THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF
the people could see. Then Pilate said, “I amie JEwS” 38Two robbers were nailed to
not guilty of this man’s death. You are therosses beside Jesus. One robber was pu
ones that are doing it!” beside Jesus on the right and the other was pu
25All the people answered, “We will beon the left.3%People walked by and said bad
responsible for his death. We accept fahings to Jesus. People shook their hegaisd
ourselves and for our children any punishmesgid, “You said you could destroy the temple
for his death.” and build it again in three days. So save
26Then Pilate freed Barabbas. Pilate told sonyeurself! Come down from that cross, if you
soldiers to beat Jesus with whips. Then Pilatee really the Son of God!”
gave Jesus to the soldiers to be killed on a cross. 4'The leading priests, the teachers of the
. _ law, and the older Jewish leaders were also
Pilate’s Soldiers Tease Jesus there. These men teased Jesus the same as i
Mk 15:16-20; Jn. 19:2-3) _ other people42They said, “He saved other
2TThen Pilate’s soldiers brought Jesus infeople. But he can't save himselfl People say
the governor’s palace. All the soldierge is the king of Isragthe Jews)If he is the
gathered around Jesu8The soldiers took off king, then he should come down now from the
Jesus’ clothes and put a red robe on higross. Then we will believe in him3He
29Then the soldiers used thorny branches tisted God. So let God save him now, if God
make a crown. They put this crown of thorgally wants him. He himself said, ‘I am the
on Jesus’ head, and they put a stick in his righén"of God.”44And in the same way, the
hand. Then the soldiers bowed before Jesédhbers that were being killed on crosses

and teased him. They said, “Hello, king of thgeside Jesus also said bad things to him.
Jews!”30The soldiers spit on Jesus. Then they

took his stick and hit him on the head many Jesus Dies

times. 31After they finished teasing Jesus, the  (Mk 15:33-41; Lk. 23:44-49; Jn. 19:28-30)
soldiers took off the robe and put his own 45At noon the whole country became dark.
clothes on him again. Then they led Jesiibis darkness continued for three houft

away to be killed on a cross. about three o'clock Jesus cried with a loud
_ voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthafi This
Jesus Is Killed on a Cross means, “My God, my God, why have you left
(Mk. 15:21-32; Lk. 23:26-43; Jn. 19:17-27) me alone?”

32The soldiers were going out of the city 47Some of the people standing there heard

with Jesus. The soldiers forced another mgiis. The people said, “He is calling Elijah.”
there to carry the cross for Jesus. This man'stsQuickly one of the people ran and got a
name was Simon from Cyreri€They came to sponge. That person filled the sponge with
the place called Golgotha. (Golgotha meagegar and tied the sponge to a stick. Then he
“The Place of the Skull."}4At Golgotha, the
soldiers gave Jesus wine to drink. This wine

gall Probably a drink of wine mixed with drugs to relieve pain.

“My God ... alone” Quote from Ps. 22:1.

“He is calling Elijah” The word for “My God” Eli in Hebrew or

washed his handsPilate did this as a sign to show that he wanted Eloi in Aramaic) sounded to the people like the name of Elijah,
no part in what the people did. a famous man that spoke for God about 850.
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used the stick to give the sponge to Jesus to  The Tomb of Jesus Is Guarded

drink from it. “°But the other people said, 62That day was the day called Preparation
Don't bother him(Jesus) We want to see if day* The next day, the leading priests and the

Elijah will come to save him.” _ Pharisegswent to Pilate63They said, “Sir, we
50Again Jesus cried with a loud voice. Theigmember that while that liar was still alive he
he died. said, ‘After three days | will rise from death.’

5IWhen Jesus died, the curtain in theSo give the order for the tomb to be guarded
templé was torn into two pieces. The teafell until after three days. His followers might
started at the top and tore all the way to té@me and try to steal the body. Then they
bottom. Also, the earth shook and rocks weguld tell the people that he has risen from

broken.52All the graves opened, and many qfeath. That lie will be even worse than what
God's people that had died were raised frofiey said about him before.”

death.>3Those people came out of the graves.e5pilate said, “Take some soldiers and go

After Jesus was raised from death, thog@ard the tomb the best way you knoviéSo

people went into the holy ciijerusalem)and they all went to the tomb and made it safe

many people saw them. , ~ from thieves. They did this by sealing the
5The army officer and the soldiers guardingstone in the entrance and putting soldiers there

Jesus saw this earthquake and everything thgguard it.

happened. They were very afraid and said, “He

really was the Son of God!” News That Jesus Has Risen from Death

SSMany women were standing away from (Mk. 16:1-8; Lk. 24:1-12; Jn. 20:1-10)
the cross, watching. These were the wom The day after the Sabbath dayas the
that followed Jesus from Galilee to care f irst day of the week. At dawn on the

him. 56Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother ofirst day, Mary Magdalene and the other
James and Joseph, and the mother of Jamesnan named Mary went to look at the tomb.

and Johnhwere there. 2At that time there was a very strong
. earthquake. An angel of the Lord came from
Jesus Is Buried the sky. The angel went to the toménd
(Mk. 15:42-47; Lk. 23:50-56; Jn. 19:38-42) rolled the stone away from the entrance. Then

STThat evening a rich man named Josepie angel sat on the ston&he angel was
came to Jerusalem. Joseph was a followerspiining very bright like lightning. His clothes
Jesus from the town of Arimathe#Joseph were white like snow“The soldiers guarding
went to Pilate and asked to have Jesus’ bogie tomb were very afraid of the angel. They
Pilate gave orders for the soldiers to givghook with fear and became like dead men.
Jesus’ body to JoseptfThen Joseph took the 5The angel said to the women, “Don’t be
body and wrapped it in a new linen clothyfraid. | know that you are looking for Jesus,
60Joseph put Jesus’ body in a new tomhe one that was killed on the cro&ut Jesus
(grave)that Joseph had dug in a wall of rocks not here. He has risen from death, like he
Then he closed the tomb by rolling a vergaid he would. Come and see the place where
large stone to cover the entrance. After he digs body was7And go quickly and tell his
these things, Joseph went awa@yMary followers. Tell them: ‘Jesus has risen from
Magdalene and the other woman named Maf¥ath. He is going into Galilee. He will be
were sitting near the tomb. there before you. You will see him there.”

Then the angel said, “Now | have told you.”

died Literally, “let his spirit leave.”
curtain in the temple A curtain divided the “Most Holy Place” Preparation day Friday, the day before the Sabbath day.
from the other part of the temple, the special building iRharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that

Jerusalem for Jewish worship. claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs.
army officer A centurion, a Roman army officer that hadSabbath day Saturday, a special day for Jews to rest and
authority over 100 soldiers. honor God.

James and JohnLiterally, “the sons of Zebedee.” tomb A grave dug in a wall of rock.
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8So the women left the torhiguickly. They body while you were sleepingfif the governor
were afraid, but they were also very happlears about this, we will satisfy him and save
They ran to tell his followers what happenegiou from trouble.”5So the soldiers kept the
%While the women were running to tell thenoney and obeyed the priests. And that story is
followers, Jesus was standing there befosgll spread among the Jews even today.
them. Jesus said, “Hello!” The women went to
Jesus. They held him at his feet and worshiped Jesus Talks to His Followers
him. 10Then Jesus said to the women, “Don't (Mk. 16:14-18; Lk. 24:36-49; Jn. 20:19-23; Acts 1:6-8)
be afraid. Go and tell my brotheffllowers)  16The eleven followers went to Galilee. They
to go to Galilee. They will see me there.”  went to the mountain where Jesus told them to
, go. 1/0On the mountain the followers saw Jesus.
Report to the Jewish Leaders They worshiped him. But some of the followers
1IThe women went to tell the followers. Atlid not believe that it was really Jest&o Jesus
the same time, some of the soldiers that wex@me to them and said, “All authorifyower)in
guarding the tombwent into the city. They heaven and on earth is given to ##%o go and
went to tell the leading priests everything thatake followers of all people in the world.
happened!?Then the priests met with the oldeBaptizé them in the name of the Father and the
Jewish leaders and made a plan. They paid 8@n and the Holy Spirit2CTeach those people
soldiers much moneyo tell a lig. 13They said to obey everything that | have told you. You can
to the soldiers, “Tell the people that Jesubg sure that | will be with you always. | will
followers came during the night and stole th@ntinue with you until the end of the world.”

Baptize A Greek word meaning to immerse, dip, or bury a person
or thing briefly under water.
Spirit, Holy Spirit Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does
tomb A grave dug in a wall of rock. God's work among people in the world.



