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AcCLtsS

Luke Writes Another Book .you will tell people about meFirst, you will

1Dear Theophilus, The first book | wrotdell people in Jerusalem. Then you will tell
was about everything that Jesus did apgople in all of Judea, in Samaria, and in every
taught.2l wrote about the whole life of Jesugpart of the world.” _

from the beginning until the day he was °After Jesus told the apostiethese things,
carried up into heaven. Before this happendte was lifted up into the sky. While the
Jesus talked to the apostld® had chosen.apostles were watching, Jesus went into a
With the help of the Holy Spirit,Jesus told cloud, and they could not see hifilesus was
the apostles what they should d@his was going away, and the apostles were looking into
after Jesus’ death, but he showed the aposti® sky. Suddenly, two mefangels)wearing
that he was alive. Jesus proved this by doidlite clothes stood beside thefiThe two
many powerful things. The apostles saw Jediign said to the apostles, “Men from Galilee,
many times during the 40 days after he w#&1y are you standing here looking into the
raised from death. Jesus spoke to the aposk¥? You saw Jesus carried away from you
about the kingdom of GodOne time when into heaven. He will come back in the same
Jesus was eating with them, he told them i@y you saw him go.”

to leave Jerusalem. Jesus said, “The Father has

promised you something; | told you about it A New Apostle Is Chosen

before. Wait hergin Jerusalento receive this ~ 12Then the apostlésvent back to Jerusalem
promise.5John baptizedpeople with water, from the Mount of Olives. (This mountain is
but in a few days you will be baptized with thabout one-half mile from JerusaleniJThe

Holy Spirit.” apostles entered the city. They went to the
place where they were staying; this was in a
Jesus Is Carried Up into Heaven room upstairs. The apostles were: Peter, John

6The apostléswere all together. They askedames, Andrew, Philip, Thomas, Bartholomew,
Jesus, “Lord, is this the time for you to givMatthew, James (the son of Alphaeus), Simon
the Jews their kingdom again?” (known as the Zealgt and Judas (the son of
7Jesus said to them, “The Father is the onl?mes)-
One who has the authority to decide dates and“The apostleswere all together. They were

times. You cannot know these thingBut the constantly praying with the same purpose.
Holy Spirit' will come to you. Then you will Some women, Mary, the mother of Jesus, and

receive power. You will be my witnesses-his brothers were there with the apostles.
15After a few days there was a meeting of
the believers. (There were about 120 of them.)
apostles The men that Jesus chose to be his special helpers.  Peter stood up and said-17Brothers, in the

Spirit, Holy Spirit Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of i el ;
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he do%scnptureé the HOIy Spll’lf said through

God's work among people in the world.
baptized A Greek word meaning to immerse, dip, or bury Zealot The Zealots were a Jewish political group.
person or thing briefly under water. Scripture(s) Holy Writings—the Old Testament.
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David" that something must happen. He was The Coming of the Holy Spirit

talking about Judas, one of our own groug)\When the day of Pentecostame, they
Judas served together with us. The Spatid £ were all together in one pladiSuddenly a
that Judas would lead men to arrest Jesus.” noise came from the sky. It sounded like a
'&Judas was paid money for doing this. Higrong wind blowing. This noise filled the

money was used to buy him a field. But Judaole house where they were sittifhey

fell on his head, and his body broke open. Alaw something that looked like flames of fire.
his intestines poured out’And all the people The flames were separated and stood over each
of Jerusalem learned about this. That is Whirson there4They were all filled with the
they named that field Akeldama. In theifoly Spirit* and they began to speak different

language Akeldama means “field of blood.”) Janguages. The Holy Spirit was giving them
20 Peter said, In the book of Psalms, this isthe power to do this.

written about Judas SThere were some Jewish men that truly
‘People should not go near worshiped God in Jerusalem at this time. These
his land(property) men were from every country in the worlgh

- | , large group of these men came together because
Noone should live therelbscim 63.25 they heard the noise. They were surprised
And it is also written: because the apostiesere speaking, and every
‘ : : man heard in his own languag&he Jews were
Letanother man have fis Wgsr:fm 109:8 all amazed at this. They did not understand how
~  the apostles could do this. They said, “Look!
21-2250 now another man must join us an@ihese merithe apostlesihat we hear speaking
become a witness of Jesus’ resurrectiosing are all from Galile& 8But we hear them in our
from death) This man must be one of those meawn languages. How is this possible? We are
who were part of our group during all the timérom different places?Parthia, Media, Elam,
when the Lord Jesus was with us. This malesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus,
must have been with us from the time JohAsia,” 10Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, the areas
began to baptiZepeople until the day whenof Libya near the city of Cyrene, Rom&Crete
Jesus was carried up from us into heaven.” and Arabia. Some of us were born Jews. Others
23The apostlesput two men before theare converts. We are from these different
group. One was Joseph Barsabbas. He wasuntries. But we can hear these men in our
also called Justus. The other man wamsvn languages! We can all understand the great
Matthias.24-25The apostles prayed, “Lord, youthings they are saying about God2The
know the minds of all people. Show us whiclpeople were all amazed and confused. They
one of these two men you choose to do thisked each other, “What is happening®ther
work. Judas turned away from it and werpieople were laughing at the apostles. These
where he belongs. Lord, show us which mapeople thought the apostles were drunk from
should take his place as an apost/&fThen too much wine.
the apostles used |6tk choose one of the two
men. The lots showed that Matthias was the Peter Speaks to the People
one that the Lord wanted. So he became an'4Then Peter stood up with the other
apostle with the other eleven. eleven apostlesHe spoke loudly so that all
the people could hear. He said, “My Jewish

David King of Israel about 1000 years before Christ.
Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he dd@entecost Jewish festival celebrating the wheat harvest. It was

God's work among people in the world. fifty days after Passover.
baptize A Greek word meaning to immerse, dip, or bury a persdrom Galilee The people thought men from Galilee could speak
or thing briefly under water. only their own language.

apostles The men that Jesus chose to be his special helpers.  Asia The western part of modern Turkey.
lots Rocks or sticks used like dice for making a choice. converts People that changed their religion to become Jews.
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brothers and all of you who live inBUtGOd knew all this would happen.Thiswas

Jerusalem, listen to me. | will tell yo50d's plan. God made this plan long ago.
something you need to know. Lister*Jesus suffered the pain of death, but God

Carefu”y_lSThese men are not drunk like yomade him free. God raised JES'US frqm d'eath.
think; it is only nine o’clock in the morning!Death could not hold Jesu&David" said this

16But Joel the prophétwrote about the é{bOUt Jesus:
things you see happening here today. This is saw the Lord before me always;

what Joel wrote: he is at my right side to keep me safe.

17 *God says: 26 So my heart is happy,
In the last days, and the words | speak are words of joy.
| will pour out(give)my Spirit Yes, even my body will live with hope,
on all people. 21 because you will not leave me
Your sons and daughters will prophésy. in the place of death.
Your young men will see visioris. You will not let the body of your
Your old men will have special dreams. Holy Onerot in the grave.
18 At that time, 28 You taught me how to live.
| will pour out(give)my Spirit You will come close to me
on my servants, men and women, and give me great joy.’
and they will prophesy. Psalm 16:8-11
% 1will show amazing things 2¢°My brothers, | can tell you truly about
in the sky above. David, our ancestor. He died and was buried.
| will give proofs His grave is still here with us toda$fDavid
on the earth below. was a prophetand knew something God said.
There will be blood, fire, God promised David that he would make a
and thick smoke. person from David's family to be a king like

20 The sun will be changed into darkness, David.” 31David knew this before it
and the moon will become red like bloodN@ppened. That is why David said this about
Then the great and glorious day of the  that person:

Lord will come. . ‘He was not left in the place of dedth.
21 And every person who trusts in the Lord His body did not rot in the grave.’
will be saved.’ Joel 2:28-32

David was talking about the Christising
22*My Jewish brothers, listen to thesdrom death.32So Jesus is the One God raised

words: Jesus from Nazareth was a very specimdm death,not David! We are all witnesses
man. God clearly showed this to you. Godf this. We saw him83Jesus was lifted up to
proved this by the powerful and amazingeaven. Now Jesus is with God, at God’s right
things he did through Jesus. You all saw thesgle. The FatheGod) has now given the Holy
things. So you know this is tru@3Jesus was Spirit to Jesus. The Holy Spirit is what God
given to you, and you killed him. With thepromised to give. So now Jesus is pouring out
help of bad men you nailed Jesus to a croggiving) that Spirit. This is what you see and

hear.34David" was not the one who was lifted

up to heaven/t was Jesus who was lifted up

prophet A person that spoke for God. Sometimes prophets taig) heaveU.DaVid himself said:
about things that would happen in the future.
Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he dd@avid King of Israel about 1000 years before Christ.
God's work among people in the world. place of death Literally, “Hades.”
prophesy To speak for God. God promised ... like David See 2 Sam. 7:12,13 and Ps. 132:11.
vision(s) Something like dreams used by God to speak to peopleChrist The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.
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‘The Lord (God)said to my Lord: believers met together in the templgard
Sit at my right side, every day. They all had the same purpose.
35 until I put your enemies They até together in their homes. They were

under your powet. psaim110:1  happy to share their food and ate with joyful
hearts4'The believers praised God, and all the
: . ople liked them. More and more people
this truly: God has made Jesus to be Lord ay, being saved every day: the Lord was

Christ’ He is the man you nailed to the cross!, y4: ;
3\When the people heard this, they felt verja/,ddlng those people to the grqupbelievers

very sorry. They asked Peter and the other Peter Heals a Crippled Man
apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” One day Peter and John went to the

*Peter said to them, *Change your heaSytemple area. It was three o'clock in the

and lives and be baptizeaach one of you, inﬁé‘ternoon. This was the time for the daily
i

the name of Jesus Christ. Then God Wil nraver servicéWhen they were going
forgive your sins, and you will receive the gifl.; "t temple yard, a man was there. This

of the Holy Spirit. *This promise i for yOU. an had heen crippled all his life. He could
It is also for your children and for the peoplgot \alk o some friends carried him. His
that are far away. It is for every person that t ends brought him to the temple every day.

Lord our God calls to himself.” :
; They put the crippled man by one of the gates
40§§tﬁr vt\)/arne((jj mem ‘f“"sth many OtTeéutside the temple. It was called Beautiful
words, he begged them, 5ave YOurseVgsae There the man begged for money from

from the evil of the people that live now!" i :
: people going to the tempRhat day the
*IThen those people who acceptitlieved) oy peter and John going into the temple

what Peter said were baptizedn that day |24 "He asked them for monetPeter and
about 3,000 people were added to the group§ hn looked at the crippled nifn and said
believers.*3The believers continued to mee yo at usi” 5The man looked at them: he

together, They used their time to learn th a hi
teaching of the apostlésThe believers share(ig%l:ggétgega\i’éoﬂ:ddg#f #é?esgr?;esm%?e(%
with each other. They atetogether and gq14 hyt | do have something else I can give
prayed together. you: By the power of Jesus Christ from
Nazareth—stand up and walkIThen Peter
held the man’s right hand and lifted him up.
Immediately the man’s feet and legs became
ong.8The man jumped up, stood on his feet,
and began to walk. He went into the temple
ard with them. The man was walking and
mping, and he was praising G6eiAll the
Bople recognized him. The people knew he
was the crippled man who always sat by
Beautiful Gate to beg for money. Now they
until I put ... power Literally, “until | make your enemies a SAW this same man Walking and praising God.
footstool for your feet. The people were amazed. They could not

Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God. understand how this could happen
apostles The men that Jesus chose to be his special helpers. '

baptized A Greek word meaning to immerse, dip, or bury a
person or thing briefly under water. Peter Speaks 0 th? PeOple

Spirit, Holy Spirit Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of ~ 11The man was holding on to Peter and
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he dogghn' All the pe0p|e were amaq_mcause the

God's work among people in the world.
ate Literally, “broke bread.” This may mean a meal or the Lord"sﬂan was healnghey ran to Peter and John at

Supper, the special meal Jesus told his followers to eat to
remember him. Read Lk, 22:14-20. temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.

36“So, all the Jewish people should kno

The Believers Share

43The apostléswere doing many powerful
and amazing things; and every person f
great respect for God#All the believers
stayed together. They shared everythitighe
believers sold their land and the things th
owned. Then they divided the money and ga
it to those people who needed ftiThe
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Solomon’s Porch.12When Peter saw this, hejou a prophet. That prophet will come from
said to the people, “My Jewish brothers, whgmong your own peopléhe Jews)He will be
are you surprised at this? You are looking at like me. You must obey everything that
like it was our power that made this man walprophet tells youz3And if any person refuses
Do you think this was done because we a@obey that prophet, then that person will die,
good?13No! God did it! He is the God ofseparated from God’s people4Samuel, and
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God all the other prophets who spoke for God after
Jacob' He is the God of all our fathersHe Samuel, talked about this time noweYou
gave glory to Jesus, his special servant. Bwdve received the things the prophets talked
you gave Jesus to be killed. Pilate decideddbout. You have received the agreement that
let Jesus go free. But you told Pilate you diBod made with your fathersGod said to your
not want Jesust4Jesus was pure and goothther Abrahani, ‘Every nation on earth will
(innocent) but you said you did not want himbe blessed through your descenddfit$5God
You told Pilate to give you a murdererhas sent his special servadesus) God sent
instead of Jesu$>And so you killed the Onehim to you first. God sent Jesus to bless you.
that gives life! But God raised him from deatfte does this by making each of you turn away
We are witnesses of this—we saw this witihom doing bad things.”
our own eyest6lt was the power of Jesus that _ _
made this crippled man well. This happenedPeter and John Before the Jewish Council
because we trusted in the power of Jesus. Yo While Peter and John were speaking to the
can see this man, and you know him. He people, some men came to them. There
made completely well because of trust nere some Jewish priests, the captain of the
Jesus. You all saw it happen! soldiers that guarded the templend some
1My brothers, | know you did those thingsSadducees2They were upset because of what
to Jesus because you did not understand wRatter and John were teaching the people. By
you were doing. Your leaders also did naelling people about Jesus, the two apostles
understand!8God said that these things wouldvere teaching that people will rise from death.
happen. God said through the prophétst his 3The Jewish leaders grabbed Peter and John an
Christ would suffer and die. | have told youput them in jail. It was already night, so they
how God made this happea?So you must kept Peter and John in jail until the next day.
change your hearts and lives! Come back t8ut many of the people that heard Peter and
God and he will forgive your singThen the John believed the things they said. There were
Lord (God)will give you times of spiritual rest. now about 5,000 men in the group of believers.
He will give you Jesus, the One he chose to be>The next day the Jewish leaders, the older
the Christ.21But Jesus must stay in heavedewish leaders, and the teachers of the law me
until the time when all things will be madein Jerusalem®Annas (the high pries},
right again. God told about this time when h€aiaphas, John, and Alexander were there.
spoke long ago through his holy prophet&veryone from the high priest's family was
22Moses said, ‘The Lord your God will givethere.’They made Peter and John stand before

prophet A person that spoke for God.
‘The Lord ... people’ Quote from Deut. 18:15, 19.
Solomon'’s Porch An area on the east side of the temple. It wabraham The most respected ancestor of the Jews.

covered by a roof. descendants All the people born in a person’s family after that
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob Three of the most important Jewish  person dies.

leaders during the time of the Old Testament. ‘Every ... descendants’ Quote from Gen. 22:18; 26:24.
father(s) Important ancestors of the Jews. temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.
murderer Barabbas, the man the Jews asked Pilate to let go fadduceesA leading Jewish religious group. They accepted only

instead of Jesus. See Lk. 23:18. the first five books of the Old Testament. They believed that
prophet(s) People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote books people don't live again after death.

that are part of the Old Testament. apostles The men that Jesus chose to be his special helpers.

Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.  high priest The most important Jewish priest and leader.
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all the people there. The Jewish leaders asKédsus) Then this problem will not spread
them many times, “How did you make thiamong the people.”
crippled man well? What power did you use? 18So the Jewish leaders called Peter and John
With whose authority did you do this?” in again. They told the apostlesot to say
8Then Peter was filled with the Holyanything or to teach anything in the name of
Spirit.” He said to them, “Leaders of thelesus19But Peter and John answered them,
people and you older leader8Are you “What do you think is right? What would God
questioning us today about the good thing thetant? Should we obey you or God®WVe
was done to this crippled man? Are yogannot be quiet. We must tell people about the
asking us what made him wellf®We want all things we saw and heard?-22The Jewish
of you and all the Jewish people to know thdeaders could not find a way to punish the
this man was made well by the power of Jesapostles, because all the people were praising
Christ from Nazareth! You nailed Jesus to &od for what had been done. (This mirdalas
cross. God raised him from death. This mamproof from God. The man that was healed was
was crippled, but he is now well. He is able tenore than 40 years old!) So the Jewish leaders
stand here before you because of the powerwérned the apostles again and let them go free.
JesustiJesus is

‘the stoné that you builders Peter and John Return to the Believers
thought was not important. 23Peter and John left the meeting of Jewish
But this stone has become leaders and went to their own group. They told

the cornerstong. psaim118:22  the group everything that the leading priests

, d the older Jewish leaders had said to them.
+2Jesus is the only One who can save peol[ggl\/hen the believers heard this, they all

His name is the only power in the world th raved to God. Thev all wanted the same
has been given to save people. We must?ﬂﬁié' They prayéd, “I\}/Ilaster, you are the One

saved through Jesus!”

h 0 made the sky, the earth, the sea, and
+The Jewish leaders understood that Peﬁé?erything in the world2>Our ancestor David

and John had no special training or educaﬂ(g@

But the leaders also saw that Peter and J Smy ?]Lérvigt\éat?]tésvgwortgse. help of the Holy

were not afraid to speak. So the leaders w '

amazed. Then they realized that Peter and ‘Why are the nations shouting?

John had been with JesugThey saw the Why are the people of the world

crippled man standing there beside the two planning thingsagainst Gog

apostles. They saw that the man was healed. Itis hopeless!

T i o e Thline o et prpae enssves

meeting. Then the leaders talked to each other ’

about what they should d&They said, “What ang tgﬁé{tjlﬁrg’ E(I)Ir%oegg)together

shall we do with these mefthe apostles) gand acainst his Christ

Every person in Jerusalem knows that they g Pealm 212

have done a great miraclelhis is clear. We '

cannot say it is not trué/But we must make 27These things really happened when Hetod,

them afraid to talk to people about this mapontius Pilate, the nations, and the Jewish
people all ‘came together’ against Jesus here

Spirit, Holy Spirit Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of i Jerusalem. Jesus is your holy Servant. He is

Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he dddse Qne you(God) made to be the Christ.
God's work among people in the world.
stone A picture or symbol meaning Jesus.
cornerstone The first and most important rock of a building. ~ Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.
apostles The men that Jesus chose to be his special helpers.  Herod Herod Antipas, tetrarch (ruler) of Galilee and Perea, son of
miracle(s) Miracles are amazing works done by God's power. Herod the Great.
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28These people that ‘came together’ againsome of the money for himself. His wife knew
Jesus made your plan happen; it happentids, and she agreed with itPeter said,
because of your power and your wi?And “Ananias, why did you let Satafthe devil)rule
now, Lord, listen to what they are sayingyour heart? You lied and tried to dece{i@l)
They are trying to make us afraid! Lord, wehe Holy Spirit: You sold your field, but why
are your servants. Help us to speak the thingdil you keep part of the money for yourself?
you want us to say without fea#’Help us to “Before you sold the field, it belonged to you.
be brave by showing us your power: makAnd even after you sold it, you could have used
sick people well, give proofs, and makéhe money any way you wanted. Why did you
miracles happen by the power of Jesus, youhink of doing this bad thing? You lied to God,
holy servant.” not to us men!>-8Vhen Ananias heard this, he
31After the believers prayed, the plactell down and died. Some young men came and
where they were meeting shook. They were @lrapped his body. They carried it out and
filled with the Holy Spirit, and they continuedburied it. And every person that heard about

to speak God's messdgeithout fear. this was filled with fear.
"About three hours later his wif&apphira)
The Believers Share came in. Sapphira did not know about this

37The group of believers were all the samiging that had happened to her husbé&Reter
in their thinking and in what they wanted. N@!d to her, “Tell me how much money you
person in the group said that the things he hggt for your field. Was it this mudthe amount
were his own. Instead, they shared everything''anias had said) .
33With great power the apostlesold the _ Sapphira answered, “Yes, that was all we
people that the Lord Jesus was truly raiséift for the field.

: 9Peter said to her, “Why did you and your
from death. And God blessed all the believers , VWhy aia y y

needed. Everyone that owned fielisnd) or Listen! Do you hear those footsteps? The men

houses sold them for money. They brought tifaat buried your husband are at the door! They
money3and gave it to the apostles. Then eacHll CaITy you out in the same way:CAt that

person was given the things he needed. moment Sapphira fell down by his feet and

360ne of the believers was named Joseffied: The young men came in and saw that she

- : as dead. The men carried her out and buried
m%ﬁgezﬂgggsgﬁ?hha{?whzﬁg%?r?:r'sq)hlljen\?\l/g] r beside her husbaridAll the believers and

Levite' born in Cyprus37Joseph owned a2 the other people that heard about these

field. He sold the field, brought the money, ardfings were filled with fear.

gave it to the apostles. Proofs from God

Ananias and Sapphira 12The apostlesdid many miraclesand

There was a man named Ananias. HRowerful things. All the people saw these

wife's name was Sapphira. Ananias so@y'ngs' The apostles were together in
some land that he haBut he gave only part OfpgiggnsoenISSNpoor{ghb ftrt'ﬁg gltlhg?dpgc])% |Sea{2|i
the money to the apostiesie secretly kept worthy to stand with them. All the people were
miracle(s) Miracles are amazing works done by God's power. saying gOOd thll’lgS about the apostlé@'\nd
Spirit, Holy Spirit Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit ofMore and more people believed in the Lord

Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he ddgkeSUS}-many men and women were added to
God's work among people in the world. the group of believers>So the people brought

God's messageThe news that God has made a way for people fhair sick peop|e into the streethT.he pe0p|e
have their sins forgiven and live with him forever.

apostles The men that Jesus chose to be his special helpers.
Levite Levites were men from the family group of Levi whaSolomon’s Porch An area on the east side of the temple. It was
helped the Jewish priests in the temple. covered by a roof.
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heard thatPeter was coming by. So the people 27The soldiers brought the apostles the
put their sick on little beds and mattressemeeting and made them stand before the
They thought that if the sick people could bdewish leaders. The high priégjuestioned
close enough for Peter’s shadow to toudhe apostles?éHe said, “We told you never
them, it would be enough to heal themto teach about this maesus) But look
16People came from all the towns aroundhat you have done! You have filled
Jerusalem. They brought their sick people ad@rusalem with your teaching. You are trying
those that were bothered by evil spirjffsom to make us responsibl@uilty) for the death
the devil. All of these people were healed.  of this man(Jesus)’
29Peter and the other apostleanswered,

The Jewish Leaders Try to Stop the Apostles “We must obey God, not youdYou killed

1The high priestand all his friends (a groupJesus. You hung him on a cross. But God, the
called the SadduceBshecame very jealous.same God our fatherdhad, raised Jesus up
18They grabbed the apostfeand put them in from death!31Jesus is the One that God
jail. 1%But during the night, an angel of the Lordaised to his right side. God made Jesus our
opened the doors of the jail. The angel led theeader and Savior. God did this so that all
apostles outside and sait'Go and stand in Jews can change their hearts and lives. Then
the templé yard. Tell the people everythingGod can forgive their sing2We saw all these
about this new lifgin Jesus” 2!\When the things happen, and we can say these things
apostles heard this, they obeyed and went to thee true. The Holy Spiritalso shows that
temple area. It was early in the morning. Thihese things are true. God has given the Spirit
apostles began to teach the people. to all people that obey him.”

The high priestand his friends camgo the ~ 33The Jewish leaders heard these words.
templé,. They called a meeting of the JewisiThey became very angry. They began to plan a
leaders and all the important older men of theay to kill the apostles.340One of the
Jews. They sent some men to the jail to brifharise€sin the meeting stood up. His name
the apostlesto them.22When the men went towas Gamaliel. He was a teacher of the law,
the jail, they could not find the apostles ther@and all the people respected him. He told the
So they went back and told the Jewish leadergen to make the apostles leave the meeting for
about this?3The men said, “The jail was closeda few minutes35Then he said to them, “Men
and locked. The guards were standing at tioé Israel, be careful of what you are planning
doors. But when we opened the doors, the jad do to these men3éRemember when
was empty!"24The captain of the temple guard¥heudas appeared? He said that he was an
and the leading priests heard this. They wem@portant man. About 400 men joined him.
confused. They wondered, “What will happeBut he was killed. And all who followed him
because of this?SThen another man came antvere scattered and ran away. They were able
told them, “Listen! The men you put in jail areto do nothing.37Later, a man named Judas
standing in the temple yard. They are teachimgme from Galilee. It was at the time of the
the people!”26Then the captain and his memegistration. He led a group of followers, too.
went out and brought the apostles back. But thée was also killed. And all his followers were
soldiers did not use force, because they weseattered and ran awa$tAnd so now | tell
afraid of the people. The soldiers were afraigou: Stay away from these men. Leave them
that the people woulghecome angry andill
them(the SO|dIerS)NI'[h rocks. father(s) Important ancestors of the Jews.

Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of
high priest The most important Jewish priest and leader. Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does
SadduceesA leading Jewish religious group. They accepted only God's work among people in the world.

the first five books of the Old Testament. They believed thRharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that

people don't live again after death. claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs.

apostles The men that Jesus chose to be his special helpers.  registration A census or counting of all the people and the
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship. things they own.
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alone. If their plan comes from men, it wilbefore the apostlésThe apostles prayed and
fail. 39But if this is from God, then you will put their hands drthe men.
not be able to stop them. You might even be’The word of God was reaching more and
fighting against God himself!” more people. The group of followers in
The Jewish leaders agreed with the thing thd¢rusalem became larger and larger. Even a big
Gamaliel said40They called the apostlesn group of Jewish priests believed and obeyed.
again. They beat the apostles and told them not .
to talk to people about Jesus again. Then they Some Jews Against Stephen
let the apostles go freéiThe apostles left the 8Stephen(one of the seven memgceived a
meeting. The apostles were happy because tlyggat blessing. God gave Stephen power to do
were given the honor of suffering dishonomiracles and to show proofs from God to the
(shame)for the namegof Jesus 42The apostles people.9But some Jews came and argued with
did not stop teaching people. The apostl&tephen. These Jews were from a synagogue.
continued to tell the people the Good News-#was called a synagogue for LibertinegThis
that Jesus is the ChristThey did this every synagogue was also for Jews from Cyrene, and
day in the templeyard and in people’s homes. for Jews from Alexandria.) Jews from Cilicia
_ and Asid were with them. They all came and
Seven Men Chosen for a Special Work argued with Stepheri9But the Spirit was
More and more people were becominitelping Stephen speak with wisdom. His words
followers of Jesus. But during this sameere so strong that the Jews could not argue
time, the Greek-speaking followers had amith him. 11So the Jews paid some men to say,
argument with the other Jewish followers. Théye heard Stephen say bad things against
said that their widowswere not getting their Moses and against God!*2By doing this,
share of the things that the followers receivédese Jews upset the people, the older Jewisr
every day.2The twelve apostléscalled the leaders, and the teachers of the law. They
whole group of followers together. The apostlé®came so angry that they came and grabbec
said to them, “Our work of teaching God'S$tephen. They took him to a meeting of the
word has stopped. That's not good! It is bettdewish leadersi3The Jews brought some men
for us to continue teaching God's word than toto the meeting. They told these men to tell
help people have something to ed%o, lies about Stephen. The men said, “This man
brothers and sisters, choose seven of your offtephenjalways says bad things about this
men. They must be men that people say dm@y place(the temple)And he always says bad
good. They must be full of wisdom and full ofhings against the layof Moses. 14We heard
the Spirit: We will give them this work to do.him say that Jesus from Nazareth will destroy
4Then we can use all our time to pray and tois place. He also said that Jesus will change
teach the worgbf God.” the things that Moses told us to dd-2All the
5The whole group liked the idea. So thegeople sitting in the meeting watched Stephen
chose these seven men: Stephen (a man wiibsely. His face looked like the face of an
great faith and full of the Holy Spiri}, angel, and they saw it.
Philip,” Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas,
and Nicolaus (a man from Antioch, who had

become a Jew)Then they put these men , ,
put their hands on Here, this was a sign to show that these men
were given a special work of God.

apostles The men that Jesus chose to be his special helpers.  miracle(s) Miracles are amazing works done by God's power.
Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.  synagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered for
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship. prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.
widows A widow is a woman whose husband has died. Libertines Jews who had been slaves or whose fathers had been
Spirit, Holy Spirit Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of  slaves, but were now free.

Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he do&sia The western part of modern Turkey.

God's work among people in the world. Moses One of the most important leaders of the Jewish people
Philip Not the apostle named Philip. during the time of the Old Testament.
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Stephen’s Speech slave in Egypt. But God was with Joseph.
The high priestsaid to Stephen, “Are'®Joseph had many troubles there, but God
these things true?2Stephen answeredsaved him from all those troubles. Pharaoh was

“My Jewish fathers and brothers, listen to mée king of Egypt. He liked Joseph and
Our glorious God appeared to Abraham, olfspected him because of the wisdom that God
ancestor. Abraham was in Mesopotamia. THIgve Joseph. Pharaoh gave Joseph the job of
was before he lived in HaraGod said to being a governor of Egypt. He even let Joseph
Abraham, ‘Leave your country and youfule over all the people in Pharaoh’s house.
people, and go to the country | will show'But all the land of Egypt and of Canaan
you.” 4So Abraham left the country ofbecame dry. It became so dry that food could
Chalded; He went to live in Haran. Afternot grow there. This made the people suffer
Abraham’s father died, God sent him to thiery much. Our fathers could not find anything
place here, where you live no#But God did 10 €at.

not give Abraham any of this land. God did 1But Jacob heard that there was fostibred
not give him even a foot of it. But Godn Egypt. So he sent our fatherthere. (This
promised that in the future he would givias their first trip to Egypt.f5Then they went -
Abraham this land for himself and for highere a second time. This time, Joseph told his

children. (This was before Abraham had afyfothers who he was. And Pharaoh learned
children.)6This is what God said to him:@bout Joseph’s family:“Then Joseph sent some

“Your descendantswill live in another men to invite Jacob, his father, to come to

country. They will be strangers. The peoplegypt. He also invited all his relatives (75
there will make them slaves and do bad thingérsons altogether}>So Jacob went down to
to them for 400 yeargBut | will punish the E@ypt. Jacob and our fathejlsed there until

nation that made them slavésind God also they died. 16Later their bodies were moved to

said, ‘After those things happen, your peopfehechem. They were put in a grave there. (It
will come out of that country. Then youtvas the same grave that Abraham had bought in

people will worship me here in this place.’Shechem from the sons of Hamor. He paid them

8God made an agreement with Abraham; théth silver.) o
sign for this agreement was circumcision, *"The number of Israelitésin Egypt grew.
And so when Abraham had a son, hEhere were more and more of our people there.
circumcised his son when he was eight dag&he promise that God made to Abraham was
old. His son’s name was Isaac. Isaac al§eon to come true.)éThen a different king
circumcised his son Jacob. And Jacob did thegan to rule Egypt. He knew nothing about
same for,his sons. These sons later becamt®seph9This king tricked(deceivedjour
the twelve fathers. people. He was bad to oancestorsThe king
*These fathersbecame jealous of Josepfnade them put their children outside to die.

(their younger brother) They sold Joseph to be £°This was the time when Moses was born. He
was a very fine child. For three months they

high priest The most important Jewish priest and leader. took care of Moses in his father's house.

‘Leave ... show you’ Quote from Gen. 12:1. 21When they put Moses outside, Pharaoh’s
Chaldea Or Babylonia, a land in the southern part otlaughter took him. She raised him like he was
] Mesgpottaf:l'ﬁhsee Verfes- , < bl afer her own son22The Egyptians taught Moses

es;grnso";”d?es ¢ people borm in a person's family alter ag gyt all the things they knew. He was
‘Your ... s|aves’ Quo'[e from Gen. 15:13-14. pOWGrfUl |n the thlngs he Sald and dld.

‘After those ... place’ Quote from Gen. 15:14; Ex. 3:12. 23'When Moses was about 40 years old, he

circumcision Cutting off the foreskin. This was done to ever;thought it would be good to visit his brothers,
Jewish baby boy. It was a mark of the agreement that God

made with Abraham. Read Gen. 17:9-14.

fathers Important ancestors of the Jews. These sons of Jacob, ugraelites The Jewish nation; the Jews—God's chosen people in
was also named Israel (see Gen. 35:10), were the leaders of théhe Old Testament.. They were from the twelve sons of Jacob,
twelve Israelite (Jewish) family groups. who is also called “Israel.”
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the Israelites. 24Moses saw an Egyptian marsent Moses with the help of an angel. This
doing wrong to an Israelite man. So heas the angel Moses saw in the burning bush.
defended the Israelite. Moses punished theSo Moses led the people out. He did
Egyptian for hurting the Israelite; Moses hipowerful things and miraclesMoses did
him so hard that he died>Moses thought thatthese things in Egypt, at the Red Sea, and then
his Israelite brothers would understand that the desert for 40 year§’This is the same
God was using him to save them. But they dibloses that said these words to the Jewish
not understand2éThe next day, Moses sawpeople: ‘God will give you a prophétThat
two Jewish men fighting. He tried to makerophet will come from among your own
peace between them. He said, ‘Men, you apeople. He will be like me:’ 38This is the
brothers! Why are you doing wrong to eackame Moses who was with the gathering of
other?'27The man who was doing wrong taGod’s people in the desert. He was with the
the other man pushed Moses away. He saiddagel that spoke to him at Mount Sinai, and he
Moses, ‘Did anyone say you could be our rulavas with our ancestors. Moses received
and judge? Nok8Will you kill me like you commands from God that give life. Moses
killed the Egyptian man yesterday?When gave us those commands.
Moses heard him say this, he left Egypt. He 3¥But our ancestors did not want to obey
went to live in the land of Midian. He was aVloses. They rejected him. They wanted to go
stranger there. While Moses lived in Midianback to Egypt again4They said to Aaron,
he had two sons. ‘Moses led us out of the country of Egypt.
30‘After 40 years Moses was in the deseBut we don’t know what has happened to
near Mount Sinai. An angel appeared to him Imm. So make some gods to go before us and
the flame of a burning bush!When Moses lead us." 41So the people made an idol that
saw this, he was amazed. He went near to Idoloked like a calf. Then they brought
closer at it. Moses heard a voice; it was tisacrifices(gifts) to it. The people were very
Lord’s (God’s). 32The Lord said, ‘I am thehappy with what they had made with their
same God your ancestors had—the God @fn hands!42But God turned against them.
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God Gfod finished trying to stop them from
Jacob.”” Moses began to shake with fear. Hgorshiping the armyof false godsin the sky.
was afraid to look at the busk¥The Lord said This is what is written in the book of the
to him, ‘Take off your shoes, because th@ophets: God says,

place where you are now standing is holy . - - ,
ground.34 have seen my people suffer much YouOJﬁeev;/ilsgSpaer?glga%lr(ijﬁrgggbrlng me blood

in Egypt. | have heard my people crying. | in the desert for 40 vears:
have come down to save them. Come now,, You carried with you t%l]e tetﬁplace of

Moses, | am sending you back to Egypt.’ :

3%This Moses was the same man the anw(;){?]@%fgr gﬂgﬁﬁg(;;?'g? %?ﬁ)
Israelite$ said they did not want. They had god Rep%an y
said to him, ‘Did anyone say you could be our i~ :
ruler and judge?No!” Moses is the same man Théegel :/'Vvﬁlrgéﬁ(ej 'dOOJSaB\;VO; rggdgntg worship.
that God sent to be a ruler and savior. God y y Dey

Babylon.’
Amos 5:25-27

Israelites The Jewish nation; the Jews—God's chosen people in

the Old Testament.. They were from the twelve sons of Jacob,

who is also called “Israel.” miracle(s) Miracles are amazing works done by God’s power.
‘Did anyone ... yesterday' Quote from Ex. 2:14. prophet A person that spoke for God.
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob Three of the most important Jewish'God will give ... me” Quote from Deut. 18:15.

leaders during the time of the Old Testament. ‘Moses led us out ... lead us'Quote from Ex. 32:1.
‘l'am ... Jacob’ Quote from Ex. 3:6. prophet(s) People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote books
‘Take off ... Egypt’ Quote from Ex. 3:5-10. that are part of the Old Testament.

‘Did anyone ... judge’ Quote from Ex. 2:14 sacrifices Offerings or gifts to God.
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4%The Holy Tent was with our ancestors in Stephen Is Killed
the desert. God told Moses how to make this 54The Jewish leaders heard Stephen say

tent. He made it like the plan that God showeghese things. They became very angry. The
him. 45Later, Joshua led our ancestors tgewish leaders were so mad that they were
capture the lands of the other nations. Oagnding their teeth at StephefBut Stephen
people went in and God made the other peoifas full of the Holy Spirit. Stephen looked up
go out. When our people went into this newto the sky. He saw the Glory of God. He saw
land, they took with them this same tent. OWesus standing at God’s right sidéStephen
people received this tent from their fathers, anghid, “Look! | see heaven open. And | see the
our people kept it until the time of David.Son of Mar standing at God's right side!”
46God was very pleased with David. David 57Then the Jewish leaders all shouted with a
asked God to let him build a hougtempl€) for Joud voice. They closedcovered)their ears
him, the God of Jacold/But Solomon(David's with their hands. They all ran at Stephen
son)was the person who built the temple.  together 5¢They took him out of the city and
4&'But the Most High(God) does not live in threw rocks at him until he was dead. The men
houses that men build with their hands. Thiswgho told lies against Stephen gave their coats

what the prophetwrites: to a young man named Sawl?Then they
‘The Lord says, threw rocks at Stephen. But Stephen was
49 Heaven is my throne. praying. He said, “Lord Jesus, receive my

What kind of house can you build for me?.L0rd, don’t blame them for this sin!” After

There is no place where | need to rest! Stephen said this, he died.

Isaiah 66:1-2 a good thing.

51 Then Stephen saig,'You stubborn Trouble for the Believers
Jewish leaders! You have not given your hearts2-35ome men that truly worshiped God

to God! You won't listen to him! You are puried Stephen. They cried very loudly for
always against what the Holy Spirits trying him. On that day the Jews began to persecute
to tell you. Your ancestors did this, and you arge group of believers in Jerusalem. The Jews
just like them!>2Your ancestors persecutedmade them suffer very much. Saul was also
every prophétthat ever lived. Those prophetsrying to destroy the group. Saul went into
said long ago that the Righteous Oft&nrist) their houses. He dragged out men and women
would come. But your ancestors killed thosgnd put them in jail. All the believers left
prophets. And now you have turned against th@rusalem. Only the apostlestayed. The
Righteous One and killed hin¥3You are the pelievers went to different places in Judea and
people that received the layf Moses. God Samaria.4The believers were scattered
gave you this law through his angels. But yogverywhere. Every place the believers went
don't obey this law!” they told people the Good News.

Holy Tent Literally, “Tent of the Testimony,” the movable tent Ph_ll,l p*Te”S the Good NeWS n Samar,la
where the Ten Commandments were kept and where God lived®Philip* went to the C_|ty of Samaria. He told
among his people in the time of Moses. people about the ChristSThe people there

temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.

prophet Isaiah, who spoke for God about 740-R00.

Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this is
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people.
God's work among people in the world. apostles The men that Jesus chose to be his special helpers.

persecute(d) To persecute is to hurt or do bad things to. Good News, messagerhe news that God has made a way for

prophet A person that spoke for God. people to have their sins forgiven and live with him forever.

Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.  Philip Not the apostle named Philip.



1277 ACTS 8:7-30

heard Philip and saw the miracfebe was  18Simon saw that the Spititvas given to
doing. They all listened carefully to the thingpeople when the apostieput their hands on
Philip said.’Many of these people had evithem. So Simon offered the apostles money.
spirits from the devi| inside them. But Philip 1°Simon said, “Give me this power so that
made the evil spirits leave them. The spiritwhen | put my hands on a person, he will
made a loud noise when they came out. Thereceive the Holy Spirit!
were also many weak and crippled people there.20Peter said to Simon, “You and your
Philip made these people well, td@.he people money should both be destroyed! You thought
in that city were very happy because of this.  you could buy God's gift with money21You
9But there was a man named Simon in thagnnot share with us in this work. Your heart
city. Before Philip came there, Simon used his not right before God?2Change your heart!
power to do magic and he amazed all thBurn away from this bad thing you have done.
people of Samaria. Simon boasted and call@day to the LordGod). Maybe he will forgive
himself a great mantPAll the people—the you for thinking this.23l see that you are full
least important and the most important—ef bitter jealousy and ruled by sin.”
believed the things Simon said. The people 24Simon answered, “Both of you pray for
said, “This man has the power of God that isie to the LordGod). Pray that the things you
called ‘the Great Power'!1Simon amazed thehave said will not happen to me!”
people with his magic tricks so long that the 25Then the two apostlesold the people the
people became his follower&But Philip told things they had segdesus dp The apostles
the people the Good Newabout the kingdom told the people the messagx the Lord. Then
of God and the power of Jesus Christ. Men arldey went back to Jerusalem. On the way they
women believed Philip. They were baptizedwent through many Samaritan towns and told
13Simon himself also believed and wapeople the Good News.
baptized. Simon stayed very close to Philip. He - o
saw the miraclesand the very powerful things ~ Philip Teaches a Man from Ethiopia
that Philip did. Simon was amazed. 26An angel of the Lord spoke to PhilipThe
14The apostleswere still in Jerusalem.angel said, “Get ready and go south. Go to the
They heard that the people of Samaria heahd that leads down to Gaza from Jerusalem—
accepted the word of God. So the apostles st road that goes through the dese#'So
Peter and John to the people in Samar#hilip got ready and went. On the road he saw a
15When Peter and John arrived, they prayethn from Ethiopia. This man was a eunuch.
for the Samaritan believers to receive the Haye was an important officer in the service of
Spirit.” 16These people had been baptized Candace, the queen of the Ethiopians. He was
the name of the Lord Jesus. But the Hohgsponsible for taking care of all her money.
Spirit had not yet come down on any of therihis man had gone to Jerusalem to worship.
This is why Peter and John prayédrhe two 28Now he was on his way home. He was sitting
apostles put their hands ‘othe people. Thenin his chariot and reading from the book of
the people received the Holy Spirit. Isaiah, the prophet.29The Spirit said to
Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.”
miracle(s) Miracles are amazing works done by God's power. 30So Philip went toward the chariot, and he
O s, ecrd the man reading, He was reacing from
bapptizepd A Greek word meaging to immerse, dip, or bury ésalah’ the prophet. Phlllp Sald. 0 h,lm’ "Do you
person or thing briefly under water. understand what you are reading?

apostles The men that Jesus chose to be his special helpers.

Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Philip Not the apostle named Philip.
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he damsnuch Man whose testicles have been removed. Rulers often
God's work among people in the world. gave such men important positions.

put their hands on Here, doing this showed that the apostles hathariot Something like a wagon pulled by horses.
God's authority or power to give people the special powers pfophet A person that spoke for God. Sometimes prophets told
the Holy Spirit. about things that would happen in the future.
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31The man said, “How can | understand? | Saul Is Converted
need some person to explain it to me!” Theg®) In JerusalemSaul was still trying to scare
he invited Philip to climb in and sit with him. JJand kil the Tollowers of the LordJesus)
32The part of Scripturethat he was readingal| the time. So he went to the high pri€st.

was this: 2Saul asked him to write letters to the Jews of
“He was like a sheep when itis taken ~ (he Synagoguesn the city of Damascus. Saul
to be killed. wanted the high priest to give him the
He was like a lamb that makes no sound authority to find people in Damascus who were
when someone cuts off its wool. followers of the Way,of Jesus If he found
He said nothing. any believers there, men or women, he would
33 He was shamed, and all his rights arrest them and bring them back to Jerusalem.
were taken away. 350 Saul went to Damascus. When he
His life on earth was ended. came near the city, a very bright light from
There will be no story the sky suddenly shined around hirgaul
about his family(descendants) fell to the ground. He heard a voice saying to

saiah53:7-8  him: “Saul, Saul! Why are you doing these
_ _ 3 bad things to me?”
34The officer said to Philip, “Please, tell me, 5Saul said, “Who are you, Lord?”
who is the prophéttalking about? Is he The voice answered, “/ am Jesus. | am the
talking about himself or about someone else@ne you are trying to huréGet up now and
5Philip began to speak. He started with thig into the city. Someone there will tell you
same Scripture and told the man the GoQghat you must do.”
News about Jesus. _ The men traveling with Saul stood there.
3While they were traveling down the roadThey said nothing. The men heard the voice,
they came to some water. The officer saithut they saw no onéSaul got up from the
Look! Here is water! What is stopping meground. He opened his eyes, but he could not
from being baptize®” 37 38Then the officer see. So the men with Saul held his hand and

commanded the chariot to stop. Both Philip andd him into DamascusFor three days Saul
the officer went down into the water, and Philigould not see; he did not eat or drink.

baptized him3When they came up out of the 10There was a followerof Jesus in

water, the Spirit of the Lord took Philip away; Damascus. His name was Ananias. The Lord
the officer never saw him again. The officefJesus)spoke to Ananias in a visidriThe Lord
continued on his way home. He was veryajd, “Ananias!”
happy.4But Philip appeared in a city called Ananias answered, “Here | am, Lord.”
Azotus. He was going to '[he.CIty of Caesarea. 11The Lord said to Ananias, “Get up and go
He told people the Good News all the towns to the street called Straight Street. Find the
on the way from Azotus to Caesarea. house of JudasAsk for a man named Saul
from the city of Tarsus. He is there now,
praying.1?Saul has seen a visidrin this vision
Scripture(s) Holy Writings—the Old Testament. a man named Ananias came to him and put his
prophet A person that spoke for God. Sometimes prophets t‘Wands on him. Then Saul could see again "
about things that would happen in the future. . " '
Good News, messageThe news that God has made a way for 13But Ananias answered, LOI’(ﬂES.US)
people to have their sins forgiven and live with him forever. Many people have told me about this man

baptized A Greek word meaning to immerse, dip, or bury §Saul). They told me about the many bad
person or thing briefly under water.
Verse 37 Some late copies of Acts add verse 37: “Philip
answered, ‘If you believe with all your heart, you can.” Thhigh priest The most important Jewish priest and leader.
officer said, ‘I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”  synagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered for
Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of  prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he dossion(s) Something like dreams used by God to speak to people.
God's work among people in the world. Judas This is not either of the apostles named Judas.
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things this man did to your holy peoplm Saul Escapes from Some Jews

Jerusalem“Now he(Saul)has come here to  23After many days, some Jews made plans to

Damascus. The leading priests have givell Saul. 24The Jews were watching the city

him th*e” power to arrest all people that belieygtes day and nighpwaiting for Saul. They

In you. _ _ wanted to kill him. But Saul learned about their
15But the Lord(Jesus)said to Ananias, “Go! plan.250ne night some followers that Saul had

I have chosen Saul for an important work. Hgwght helped him leave the city. The followers

must tell about me to kings, to the Jewisput Saul in a basket. They put the basket through

people, and to other nationiél wil show Saul & hole in the ciy wal and lowered him down,
the things he must suffer for my name.”

17So Ananias left and went to the house of Saulin Jerusalem
Judas. He put his hands on Saul and said, “Saul26Then Saul went to Jerusalem. He tried to
my brother, the Lord Jesus sent me. He is thgin the group of followergbelievers) but they
One you saw on the road when you came he{gere all afraid of him. They did not believe
Jesus sent me so that you can see again andteA Saul was really a followgof Jesus 27But
that you can be filled with the Holy Spirit. Barnabas accepted Saul and brought him to
t8mmediately, something that looked like fislthe apostles.Barnabas told the apostles that
scales fell off Saul's eyes. Saul was able to sggwl had seen the Lordesus)on the roadto
again! Saul got up and was baptizeékThen Damascugs Barnabas explained to the apostles
he ate some food and began to feel strong agaidw the Lord had spoken to Saul. Then he told
: the apostles that Saul spoke for the Lord
Saul Beglns_to Tell About Jesus  (Jesuswithout fear to the people in Damascus.
Saul stayed with the followergf Jesusin ~ 28And so Saul stayed with the followers. He
Damascus for a few day&Soon he began to gowent everywhere in Jerusalem, speaking for
to the synagoguesand tell people about Jesushe Lord (Jesus)without fear.29Saul often
He told the people, “Jesus is the Son of God!” talked with the Jews that spoke Greek. He had
2'All the people that heard Saul were amazegrguments with them. But they were trying to
They said, “This is the same man that was i him. 30When the brothergbelievers)
Jerusalem. He was trying to destroy the peofléarned about this, they took Saul to the city
that trust in this nameJesus) He (Saul)has of Caesarea. From Caesarea they sent Saul tc
come here to do the same thing. He came herett@ city of Tarsus.
arrest the followersof Jesusand take them  31The church(believers)everywhere in
backto Jerusalento the leading priests.”  Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had a time of
22But Saul became more and morgeace. With the help of the Holy Spirithe
powerful. He proved that Jesus is the Cﬁflsgfgup became stronger. The believers showed
His proofs were so strong that the Jews whiat they respected the Lord by the way they
lived in Damascus could not argue with him. fived. Because of this, the group of believers
grew larger and larger.

holy people Literally, “saints” or “holy ones.” God's people are Peter in Lydda and Joppa

called holy because they are made pure through Christ andggpeter traveled through all the towns

belong only to God. e g
believe in you Literally, “call on your name,” meaning to showLarOund JerusaleJmHe visited the believers

faith in Jesus by worshiping or praying to him. who lived in .Lydda.33ln Lydda he met a
Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of paralyzed(crippled) man named Aeneas.
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he dOA%neas had not been able to leave his bed fo

God's work among people in the world. . 4 . .
baptized A Greek word meaning to immerse, dip, or bury ghe paSt EIght year§. Peter said to hlm'

person or thing briefly under water.
synagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered #&postles The men that Jesus chose to be his special helpers.
prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.  believers Literally, “holy ones,” a name for people that believe
Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God. in Jesus.
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“Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you. Stand up aftérnoon about three o'clock, Cornelius saw a
make your bed! You can do this for yourselfision. He saw it clearly. In the vision an angel
now!” Aeneas stood up immediateBpAll the from God came to him and said, “Cornelius!”
people living in Lydda and on the plain of 4Cornelius looked at the angel. He became
Sharon saw him. These people turned #&fraid and said, “What do you want, sir?”
(believed inxhe Lord,Jesus The angel said to Cornelius, “God has heard
36In the city of Joppa there was a followef your prayers. He has seen the things you give
Jesug named Tabitha. (Her Greek nameyp the poor people. God remembers y&end
Dorcas, means “a deer.”) She always did go@me men now to the city of Joppa. Send your
things for people. She always gave money toen to bring back a man named Simon. Simon
people that needed iB’While Peter was in is also called PetefSimon is staying with a
Lydda, Tabitha became sick and died. Thaypan, also named Simon, who is a
washed her body and put it in a room upstaifeatherworker. He has a house beside the
38The followers in Joppa heard that Peter was §&a.” 'The angel who spoke to Cornelius left.
Lydda. (Lydda is near Joppa.) So they sent twihen Cornelius called two of his servants and
men to Peter. They begged him, “Hurry, please soldier. This soldier was a go¢eligious)
come quickly!3%Peter got ready and went withrman. The soldier was one of Cornelius’ close
them. When he arrived, they took him to thbelpers.8Cornelius explained everything to
room upstairs. All the widowsstood around these three men. Then he sent them to Joppa.
Peter. They were crying. They showed Peter the9The next day these men came near Joppa.
coats and other clothes that Dor¢ashitha)had At that time, Peter was going up to the roof to
made when she was still alivé?Peter sent all pray. It was about nooA%Peter was hungry. He
the people out of the room. He kneeled andlanted to eat. But while they were preparing
prayed. Then he turned to Tabitha's body aritle food for Peter to eat, a visioname to him.
said, “Tabitha, stand up!” She opened her eyééHe saw something coming down through the
When she saw Peter, she sat tile gave her open sky. It looked like a big sheet coming
his hand and helped her stand up. Then he callialvn to the ground. It was being lowered to the
the believersand the widows into the room. Heground by its four cornersi2Every kind of
showed them Tabitha; she was alivéPeople animal was in it—animals that walk, animals
everywhere in Joppa learned about this. Many thfat crawl on the ground, and birds that fly in
these people believed in the Laidksus)43Peter the air.13Then a voice said to Peter, “Get up,
stayed in Joppa for many days. He stayed wittPeter; kill any of these animals and eat it.”
man named Simon who was a leatherworker.  14But Peter said, “I would never do that,
Lord! | have never eaten food that is unholy or
Peter and Cornelius not pure.”
1 Oln the city of Caesarea there was a man'But the voice said to him again, “God has
named Cornelius. He was an armmyade these things cledpure) Don't call them
officer in the “Italian” group,of the Roman ‘unholy’!” 16This happened three times. Then
army,. 2Cornelius was a goofteligious) man. the whole thing was taken back up into the sky.
He and all the other people that lived in hisPeter wondered what this visiomeant.
home worshiped the true God. He gave muchThe men that Cornelius sent had found
of his money to help the Jewish poor peoplSimon’s house. They were standing at the door.
Cornelius prayed to God alway§One 18They asked, “Is Simon Peter staying here?”
19Peter was still thinking about the visién.

But the Spirit said to him, “Listen! Three men
widows A widow is a woman whose hushand has died.
believers Literally, “holy ones,” a name for people that believe
in Jesus. vision(s) Something like dreams used by God to speak to people.
leatherworker Man who made leather from animal skins. Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of
army officer A centurion, a Roman army officer who had  Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does
authority over 100 soldiers. God's work among people in the world.
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are looking for you20Get up and go downstairshefore God to hear everything the Lord has
Go with these men and don't ask questionscbmmanded you to tell us.”
have sent them to you.21So Peter went _ .
downstairs to the men. He said, “I am the man Peter Speaks in the House of Cornelius
you are looking for. Why did you come here?”  34Peter began to speak: “I really understand

22The men said, “A holy angel told Corneliusiow that to God every person is the same.
to invite you to his house. Cornelius is an arm§pAnd God accepts any person who worships
officer” He is a good man; he worships God. Ahim and does what is right. It is not important
the Jewish people respect him. The angel talehat country a person comes frofiGod has
Cornelius to invite you to his house so that hepoken to the Jewish people. God sent them
can listen to the things you have to sa§gPeter the Good Newsthat peace has come through
asked the men to come in and stay for the nightlesus Christ. Jesus is the LdRuler) of all

The next day Peter got ready and went awggople!37You know what has happened all
with the three men. Some of the brothersver Judea. It began in Galilee after Jotuid
(believers)from Joppa went with Petef4The the people they needed to be baptizégyou
next day they came into the city of Caesarelnow about Jesus from Nazareth. God made
Cornelius was waiting for them. He had alreadyim the Christ by giving him the Holy Spirit
gathered his relatives and close friendshis and power. Jesus went everywhere doing good
housg. 2When Peter entered the househings for people. Jesus healed the people tha
Cornelius met him. Cornelius fell down atvere ruled by the devil. This showed that God
Peter's feet and worshiped hig#But Peter told was with Jesusi®We saw all the things that
him to get up. Peter said, “Stand up! I am only desus did in Judea and in Jerusalem. We are
man like you.”2Peter continued talking withwitnesses. But Jesus was killed. They put him
Cornelius. Then Peter went inside and sawom a cross made of wootfBut, on the third
large group of people together thetéPeter said day ,after his death God raised Jesus to life!
to the people, “You people understand that it Sod let people see Jesus cleaffiBut Jesus
against our Jewish law for a Jew to associateas not seen by all the people. Only the
with or visit any person who is not a Jew. Bulvitnesses that God had already chosen saw
God has shown me that | should not call antyim. We are those witnesses! We ate and
person ‘unholy’ or ‘not clean.29That is why | drank with Jesus after he was raised from
did not argue when the men asked me to cordeath.42Jesus told us to go and speak to the
here. Now, please tell me why you sent for me people. He told us to tell them that he is the

30Cornelius said, “Four days ago, | wa®ne that God chose to be the Judge of all
praying in my house. It was at this samgeople that are living and all people that have
time—three o’clock in the afternoondied.43Every person who believegusts)in
Suddenly, there was a maangel) standing Jesus will be forgiven. God will forgive the
before me. He was wearing bright, shingins of that person through the name of Jesus
clothes.3The man said, ‘Cornelius! God hadll the prophetssay this is true.”
heard your prayer. God has seen the things you
give to the poor people. God remembers you.
3250 send some men to the City of Joppa_ AGhod News, messageThe news that God has made a way for
Simon Peter to come. Peter is staying in th%peoplﬁ tor}:ave thgrsmiforglvenhand I;;e W|th|h|mbforeverr].. '
house of a man, also named SImon, Who 188" pevg ih 3 L 5, o0 PeoRe EOUEITEES
leatherworker. His house is beside the Seapaptized A Greek word meaning to immerse, dip, or bury a
3350 | sent for you immediately. It was very person or thing briefly under water.

good of you to come here. Now we are all hefavist The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.
Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does
army officer A centurion, a Roman army officer who had  God's work among people in the world.
authority over 100 soldiers. prophet(s) People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote books
leatherworker Man who made leather from animal skins. that are part of the Old Testament.
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The Holy Spirit Comes to Non-Jews animals and eat it!®But | said, ‘| would never
44\While Peter was still speaking thes@o that, Lord! | have never eaten anything that is

words, the Holy Spirit came down on all unholy or not pure.%But the voice from the sky
those people who were listening to hignswered again, ‘God has made these things
speech45The Jewish believers who camélean(pure). Don’t call them unholy!"10This
with Peter were amazed. They were amazBappened three times. Then the whole thing was
that the Holy Spirit was poured oggiven)to taken back into the skyThen three men came
the non-Jewish people toé6These Jewish to the house where | was staying. These three
believers heard them speaking differerfien were sent to me from the city of Caesarea.
languages and praising God. Then Peter saidfhe Spirit told me to go with them without
4™Ne cannot refuse to allow these people tdoubting. These six brothefiselievershere also

be baptizetlin water. They have received th&vent with me. We went to the house of
Holy Spirit the same as we did®8So Peter Cornelius.13Cornelius told us about the angel
commanded that Cornelius and his relativé¥e saw standing in his house. The angel said to
and friends be baptized in the name of Jes@®rnelius, ‘Send some men to Joppa. Invite
Christ. Then the people asked Peter to st&mon Peter to come“He will speak to you.

with them for a few days. e things he will say will save you and all your
family.’ 1°After | began my speech, the Holy
Peter Returns to Jerusalem Spirit" came on them the same asi(tte Spirit)

came on us at the beginnirigi6Then |
ggﬁ eegg;tilgs Jaun g et;eh g;?gh%ghneén remembered the words of the Lofdesus) The
Jewish people had accepted God's teachipfd Said: John baptizédpeople in water, but
t00. 2But when Peter came to Jerusalem, sofg- Wil be baptized in the Holy Spirit”"God
Jewish believersargued with him3They said, Ve to these people the same gift that he gave
“You went into the homes of people that afQ us who believed in the Lg)rd Jﬁsus Christ. So
not Jews and are not circumciset{ou even coijégA}r]stop the work of God? No!
ate with them!” _ en the Jewish believers heard these
4S0 Peter explained the whole story to the ings, they S‘S?pped arguing. They praised
5Peter said, “| was in the city of Joppa. While 200 and said, "So God is allowing the non-
Was praying, a visioncame to me. In the vision Jewish people to clt]ange their hearts and have
| saw something coming down from the sky. € (e same as us!
looked like a big sheet. It was being lowered to
the ground by its four corners. It came down and
stopped very close to mél looked inside fit. |

The Good News Comes to Antioch

19The believers were scattered by the

: : ; rsecution that happened after Stephen was

fﬁ;’%’ ;gvrua;’db&trg&w; ﬁ;?n\/\t”rllg Elﬂsm;:rrgrgaﬁedl Some of the believers went to places far

; G Peter. Kil f thesAWay like Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch. The
voice say to me, ‘et up, peter. Kill any oft esgelievers told the Good Newsn these places;
but they told it only to Jews2%Some of these

Spirit, Holy Spirit Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Delievers were men from Cyprus and Cyrene.

Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he digfhen these men came to Antioch, they also

ba Ct;i(z)gs V\llkoerraerEEnvg\]/oprzopml:;itr?e \g)orilr?{merse dip, or bur SpOke to Greek$n0n-JeWS) They told these
erson orting brefy under vter, (AP OTY Breek people the Good News about the Lord

apostles The men that Jesus chose to be his special helpers.
Jewish believers Literally, “those of circumcision.” This may
mean Jews who thought that all Christians must be circumcideginning The beginning of the church on the day of Pentecost.
and obey the law of Moses. See Gal. 2:12. Read Acts 2.
circumcised To have the foreskin cut off. This was done to evergersecution A time when the Jews were punishing people that
Jewish baby boy. It was a mark of the agreement that God believed in Christ. Read Acts 8:1-4.
made with Abraham. Read Gen. 17:9-14. Good News, messageThe news that God has made a way for
vision(s) Something like dreams used by God to speak to people. people to have their sins forgiven and live with him forever.
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Jesus?iThe Lord was helping the believers. Herod Agrippa Hurts the Church

And a large group of people believed anj_ 2During that same time King Herod
started following the Lor@Jesus) _ began to persectitsome of the people
22The church(group of believers)in that belonged to the churétyoup of believers)
Jerusalem heard about these new belieyars2Herod ordered James to be killed with a
Antioch,. So the believers in Jerusalem serfyord. James was the brother of Joterod
Barnabas to Antiochz3-2Barnabas was asaw that the Jews liked this. So he decided to
good man. He was full of the Holy Spifit arrest Peter, too. (This happened during the
and full of faith. When Barnabas went tqime of the Jewish holiday called the
Antioch, he saw that God had blessed thosgissovet) 4Herod arrested Peter and put him
people very much. This made Barnabas vejy jail. A group of 16 soldiers guarded Peter.
happy. He encouraged all the believers ierod wanted to wait until after the Passover
Antioch. He told them, “Never lose yourfestival. Then he planned to bring Peter before
faith. Always obey the Lord with all yourthe people5So Peter was kept in jail. But the

hearts.” Many, many people becamghurch was constantly praying to God for Peter.
followers of the Lord Jesus

25Then Barnabas went to the city of Tarsus. Peter Leaves the Jail

He was looking for Saul.2.6When he found 6peter was sleeping between two of the
Saul, Barnabas brought him to Antioch. Sagbldiers. He was bound with two chains. More
and Barnabas stayed there a whole yeapldiers were guarding the door of the jail. It
Every time the group of believers cameas at night, and Herddplanned to bring
together, Saul and Barnabas met with thepieter out before the people the next day.
and taught many people. In Antioch thesuddenly, an angel of the Lord stood there. A
followers of Jesugwere called “Christians” |ight shined in the room. The angel touched
for the first time. _ Peter on the side and woke him up. The angel
2TAbout that same time some prophetssaid, “Hurry, get up!” The chains fell off
went from Jerusalem to Antioct#fOne of Peter's handsSThe angel said to Peter, “Get
these prophets was named Agabus. Hiessed and put on your shoes.” And so Peter
Antioch, Agabus stood up and spoke. With thgid this. Then the angel said, “Put on your
help of the Holy Spirit he said, “A very bad coat and follow me.”So the angel went out
time is coming to the whole world. There willand Peter followed. Peter did not know if the
be no food for people to eat.” (This timeangel was really doing this. He thought he
without food happened when Claudius wagight be seeing a visioh.L0Peter and the
emperor.) 29The believers decided that theingel went past the first guard and the second
would all try to help their brothers and sisterguard. Then they came to the iron gate that
who lived in Judea. Each believer planned eparated them from the city. The gate opened
send them as much as he coufdThey itself for them. Peter and the angel went
gathered the money and gave it to Barnabggough the gate and walked about a block.
and Saul. Then Barnabas and Saul broughtriten the angel suddenly left.
to the eldersin Judea. L1peter realized then what had happened. He
thought, “Now | know that the Lord really sent
his angel to me. He rescuéshved)me from
Herod: The Jewish people thought that bad

Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does

God's work among people in the world. Herod Herod Agrippa I, grandson of Herod the Great.
prophet(s) People that spoke for God. persecute(d) To persecute is to hurt or do bad things to.
emperor The ruler (leader) of the Roman empire. Passover An important Jewish holy day. The Jews ate a special

elders A group of men chosen to lead a church. Also called meal on this day every year to remember that God freed them
“overseers” and “pastors” (“shepherds”), they have the work of from slavery in Egypt in the time of Moses.
caring for God's people. See Acts 20:28; Eph. 4:11; Tit. 1:7,9vision(s) Something like dreams used by God to speak to people.
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things would happen to me. But the Lord 24The messageof God was spreading and

saved me from all these things.” influencing more and more people. The group
12When Peter realized this, he went to thef believers became larger and larger.

home of Mary. She was the mother of John. 25After Barnabas and Saul finished their

(John was also called Mark.) Many peopleork in Jerusalem, they returned to Antioch.

were gathered there. They were all prayingohn Mark was with them.

13peter knocked on the outside door. A , _

servant girl named Rhoda came to answer it. Barnabas and Saul Given a Special Work

14Rhoda recognized Peter’s voice, and s In the church(group of believersht

was very happy. She even forgot to open t Antioch there were some prophets

door. She ran inside and told the groumnd teachers. They were: Barnabas, Simeon

“Peter is at the door!*5The believers said to(also called Niger), Lucius (from the city of

Rhoda, “You are crazy!” But she continue€yrene), Manaen (who had grown up with

to say that it was true. So they said, “It mudtierod; the ruler) and SaukThese men were

be Peter's angel.” all serving the Lord and fastirigThe Holy
16But Peter continued to knock. When th&pirit* said to them, “Give Barnabas and Saul

believers opened the door, they saw Petéo.me to do a special work. | have chosen them

They were amazed.’Peter made a sign withto do this work.”

his hand to tell them to be quiet. He 3So the church fasté@nd prayed. They put

explained to them how the Lord led him outheir hands ohBarnabas and Saul and sent

of the jail. He said, “Tell James and the othéhem out.

brothers what happened.” Then Peter left to _

go to another place. Barnabas and Saul in Cyprus

18The next day the soldiers were very upset. 4Barnabas and Saul were sent out by the
They wondered what happened to Peteloly Spirit” They went to the city of Seleucia.
1%Herod looked everywhere for Peter but couldhen they sailed from Seleucia to the island of
not find him. So Herod questioned the guard€yprus.5When Barnabas and Saul came to the
Then he ordered that the guards be killed.  city of Salamis, they told the messagé God

. in the Jewish synagoguegJohn Mark, was
The Death of Herod Agrippa with them to help.)

Later Herod moved from Judea. He went to 6They went across the whole island to the
the city of Caesarea and stayed there a whidy of Paphos. In Paphos they met a Jewish
20Herod was very angry with the people fromnan who did magic. His name was Barjesus.
the cities of Tyre and Sidon. Those people &l was a false prophét/Barjesus always
came in a group to Herod. They were able $tayed close to Sergius Paulus, the governor.
get Blastus on their side. Blastus was tig&ergius Paulus was a wise man. He asked
king’s personal servant. The people ask&arnabas and Saul to come to him. He wanted
Herod for peace because their country needed
food from Herod’s country. . Good News, messageThe news that God has made a way for

2IHerod decided a day to meet with them. people to have their sins forgiven and live with him forever.
On that day Herod was wearing a beautifprbphet(s) People that spoke for God.
royal robe He sat on h|s throne and madéaging, fasted Tolfast is to live without food for a time of
speech to the peopléZThe people shouted, BTG ™ak 1o e spit of God, the Spit o
“This is the VOICG'Of a _gOd’ not a m_am Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does
23Herod accepted this praise gratld not give  God's work among peaple in the world.
the glory to God. So an angel of the Loreit their hands on Here, this was a sign to show that these men

caused him to become sick. He was eaten by/ere given a special work of God.
syrilagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered for

worms inside him, and he died. prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.
false prophet A person that says he speaks for God but does not
Herod Herod Agrippa I, grandson of Herod the Great. really speak God's truth.
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to hear the messagef God.8But Elymas, the have success during the time they lived in
magician, was against Barnabas and Sadlgypt as strangers. God brought them out of
(Elymas is another name for Barjesusthat country with great powetAnd God was
Elymas tried to stop the governor fronpatient with them for 40 years in the desert.
believingin Jesus But Saul was filled with 19God destroyed seven nations in the land of
the Holy Spirit: Paul (Saul's other name)Canaan. He gave their land to his peoflAll
looked at ElymagBarjesus)i%nd said, “You this happened in about 450 years.
son of the devil! You are an enemy of “After this, God gaveour people judges
everything that is right! You are full of evil (leaders) until the time of Samuél the
tricks and lies. You always try to change thprophet. 21Then the people asked for a king.
Lord’s truths into lies!*!Now the Lord will God gave them Saul, the son of Kish. Saul was
touch you and you will be blind. For a timefrom the family group of Benjamin. He was
you will not be able to see anything—not eveking for 40 years?2After God took Saul away,
the light from the sun.” God made Davidtheir king. This is what God
Then everything became dark for Elymasaid about David: ‘David, the son of Jesse, is a
He walked around lost. He was trying to finchan who is like me in his thinking. He will do
someone to lead him by the haAdWhen the all the things | want him to do.23God has
governor (Sergius Paulus)saw this, he brought one of David's descendants Israel
believed. He was amazed at the teaching ab(ibe JewsYo be their Saviof. That descendant

the Lord. is Jesus. God promised to do thBefore
S Jesus came, Johrold ,God's messagdo all
Paul and Barnabas Go to Antioch in Pisidia the Jewish people. John told the people to be

13Paul and those people with him sailed awayaptized to show they wanted to change their
from Paphos. They came to Perga, a city iives. 25When John was finishing his work, he
Pamphylia. But JohpMark; left them; he said, ‘Who do you think | am? | am not the
returned to Jerusalem“They continued their Christ’ He is coming later. | am not worthy to
trip from Perga and went to Antioch, a city neauntie his shoes.’
Pisidia. In Antioch on the Sabbath dathey ~ 26“My brothers, sons in the family of
went into the Jewish synagoguand sat down. Abraham; and you non-Jews who also
15The law of Moses and the writings of thavorship the true God, listen! The news about
prophets were read. Then the leaders of ththis salvation has been sent to #3he Jews
synagogue sent a message to Paul and Barnabasig in Jerusalem and the Jewish leaders did
“Brothers, if you have something to say that wilhot realize thatJesugswas the Savior. The
help the people here, please speak!” words that the prophétsvrote about Jesys

16Paul stood up. He raised his harahd were read to the Jews every Sabbath*dayt
said, “My Jewish brothers and you othehey did not understand. The Jews condemnec
people that also worship the true God, pleasesus. When they did this, they made the
listen to me!lThe God of Israe(the Jews) words of the prophets come tri€They could
chose our ancestors. God helped his peoplentd find any real reason why Jesus should die,

Good News, messageThe news that God has made a way foBamuel The last judge (leader) and first prophet of Israel.
people to have their sins forgiven and live with him forever. David King of Israel about 1000 years before Christ.

Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of descendant(s) The people horn in a person’s family after that
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does person dies.

God's work among people in the world. Savior The One that God promised to send to save his people
Sabbath day Saturday, a special day for Jews to rest and from punishment for their sins.
honor God. John John the Baptizer, the man that told people about Christ's

synagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered forcoming. Read Mt. 3; Lk. 3.

prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings. baptized A Greek word meaning to immerse, dip, or bury a
prophet(s) People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote books person or thing briefly under water.

that are part of the Old Testament. Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.
raised his hand A sign to make the people listen. Abraham The most respected ancestor of the Jews.
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but they asked Pilate to kill hirdThese Jews because during your time,

did all the bad things that the Scripturesid | (God)will do something

would happen to Jesus. Then they took Jesus that you will not believe.

down from the cross and put him in a grave.  You will not believe i,

30But God raised him up from deatPlAfter even if someone explains it to you!”
this, for many days, the people that had gone Habakkuk 1:5

with Jesus from Galilee to Jerusalem saw,,,,

S hile Paul and Barnabas were leaving
Jesus. These people are now his witnesses
the people32We tell you the Good Nevis Ltﬁ% synagogus, the people asked Paul and

about the promise God made to our ancesttgg.mabas tcome againon the next Sabbath

S3We are their chireitescendantsand God gégftgpdtgg" them mare about these thngs.
I ]

has made this promise come true for us. G owed Paul and Barnabas from that place.
did this by raising Jesus from death. We algg.
read about this in Psalm 2: ith the Jews there were many convérts
' the Jewish religion. These converts also
*You are my Son. worshiped the true God. Paul and Barnabas
Today | have become your Father.”  were persuading them to continue trusting in
Psam2:7  God’s gracgkindness)

34God raised Jesus from death. Jesus wijl|*‘On the next Sabbath dayaimost all the

ople in the city came together to hear the
g%vggggggf:k to the grave and become d word of the Lord.45The Jews saw all these

people there. So the Jews became very jealous.
‘I will give you the true and holy promises They said some very bad things and argued
that | made to David.  I1saian55:3  against the words that Paul sa#But Paul
; ; : and Barnabas spoke very boldly. They said,
*Butin another Psalm it says: “We must speak the messagd God to you
“You will not let the body ofyour Holy ~ Jews first. But you refuse to listen. You are
Onerotinthe grave. psam16:10  making yourselves lost—not worthy of having

o .
“David did God's il during th tine he e i, nationst e is whet o Lordoos)

Then he died and was buried like all hi L
ancestors. And his body did rot in the grave! ld us i do. The Lord saig:

37But the OngJesusthat God raised from death ‘I have made you to be a light

did not rot in the grave¥s-3Brothers, you must for other nations,

understand what we are telling you: You can so that you can show the way of salvation
have forgiveness of your sins through this One to people all over the world.”

(Jesus) The law of Moses could not free you Isaiah 49:6

from your sins. But every person who believes ,
in Jesusis free from all his sins through him
(Jesus)40The prophetssaid some things would
happen. Be careful! Don't let these thing
happen to you. The prophets said:

8When the non-Jewish people heard Paul
say this, they were happy. They gave honor to
the messageof the Lord. And many of the
Beople believed the message. These were the
people chosen to have life forever.

41 “Listen, you people that doubt! 49And so the messagef the Lord was
You can wonder, but then go away ~ being told through the whole countr§But

and die; the Jews caused some of the important

Scripture(s) Holy Writings—the Old Testament. synagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered for

Good News, messageThe news that God has made a way for prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.
people to have their sins forgiven and live with him forever. Sabbath day Saturday, a special day for Jews to rest and
prophet(s) People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote books honor God.
that are part of the Old Testament. converts People that changed their religion to become Jews.
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religious women and the leaders of the city to Paul in Lystra and Derbe

become angry and to be against Paul ands|n Lystra there was a man who had
Barnabas. These people did things against Pagething wrong with his feet. He had been
and Barnabas and threw them out of towmorn crippled; he had never walke@This
5150 Paul and Barnabas shook the dust affan was sitting and listening to Paul speak.
their feet: Then they went to the city of paul looked at him. Paul saw that the man
Iconium. 52But the followers,of Jesus in believed that God could heal hiri%So Paul
Antioch, were happy and full of the Holyshouted, “Stand up on your feet!” The man
Spirit. jumped up and began walking arouAéWhen
. : the people saw what Paul did, they shouted in
Paul and Barmabas in Iconium _their own Lycaonian language. They said,
1 Paul and Barnabas went to the city fhe gods have become like men! They have
conium. They entered the JewisBome down to us!2The people began to call
synagogué. (This is what they did in everyBarnabas “Zeus? They called Paul
city.) They spoke to the people there. Paul afidermes;” because he was the main speaker.
Barnabas spoke so well that many Jews anghe temple of Zeus was near the city. The
Greeks(non-Jews)believed what they said.priest of this temple brought some bulls and
2But some of the Jews did not believe. Thegwers to the city gates. The priest and the
Jews excited the non-Jewish people and magigple wanted to give an offering torship
them think bad things about the brothefsgy| and Barnabas.
(believers) 3So Paul and Barnabas stayed in 148yt when the apostlesBarnabas and
Iconium a long time, and they spoke bravelyaul, understood what the people were doing,
for the Lord. Paul and Barnabas told thgiey tore their own clothésThen they ran in
people about God's grageindness) The Lord among the people and shouted to them:
proved that what they said was true by helping'Men, why are you doing these things? We
the apostles(Paul and Barmnabasflo miracles are not gods! We have the same feelings as
and wonders.“But some of the people in thgou have! We came to tell you the Good
city agreed with the Jews. Other people in thgaws: We are telling you to turn away from
city believed Paul and Barnabas. So the Cifyese worthless things. Turn to the true living
was divided. , God. He is the One who made the sky, the
5Some non-Jewish people, some Jews, agitth, the sea, and everything that is in them.
their Jewish leaders tried to hurt Paul andn the past, God let ali the nations do what
Barnabas. These people wanted to kill thefey wanted 17But God was always there
with rocks.6When Paul and Barnabas |eal'an;bing things that prove he is real. He gives
about this, they left that city. They went tou rain from the sky. He gives you good
Lystra and Derbe, cities in Lycaonia, and farvests at the right times. He gives you plenty
the areas around those citié$hey told the of food, and he fills your hearts with joy.”
Good Newsthere too. 18Paul and Barnabas told the people these
things. But still Paul and Barnabas almost
could not stop the people from offering
shook the dust off their feet A warning. It showed that they weresgcrifices '[Q_WOYShiQ them.

finished talking to these people. 1 ;
Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of “Then some Jews came from Antioch and

Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he dolééor_"um' They persuaded the pEOple to be
God's work among people in the world. against Paul. And so the people threw rocks at
synagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered Baul and dragged him out of the town. The
prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.
apostles The men that Jesus chose to be his special helpers.
miracles and wonders Amazing works or great things done byZeus The most important of the many Greek gods.
the power of God. Hermes Another Greek god. The Greeks believed he was a
Good News, messageThe news that God has made a way for messenger for the other gods.
people to have their sins forgiven and live with him forever. tore ... clothes This showed they were very angry.
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people thought that they had killed Paulou are not circumcisedMoses taught us to

20The followers,of Jesus gathered arounddo this.”2Paul and Barnabas were against this
Paul and he got up and went back into thieaching. They argued with these men about it.
town. The next day, he and Barnabas left ar@b the group decided to send Paul, Barnabas,

went to the city of Derbe. and some other men to Jerusalem. These men
S were going there to talk more about this with
The Return to Antioch in Syria the apostlesand elders.

21Paul and Barnabas told the Good Néws  3The church helped the men leave on the
the city of Derbe too. Many people becamtip. These men went through the countries of
followers of Jesug Paul and Barnabas returne@hoenicia and Samaria. In these countries they
to the cities of Lystra, Iconium, and Antiochtold all about how the non-Jewish people had
22In those cities Paul and Barnabas made therned to the true God. This made all the
followers of Jesusstronger. They helped thenbrothers very happyPaul, Barnabas, and the
to stay in the faith. Paul and Barnabas said, “Wethers arrived in Jerusalem. The apostlts;
must suffer many things on our way into God'slders; and the whole group of believers
kingdom.” 23Paul and Barnabas chose eldersvelcomed them. Paul, Barnabas, and the
for each churchgroup of believers) They others told about all the things that God had
fasted and prayed for these elders. These eldatsne with them>Some of the believersn
were men who had trusted the Ladesus So Jerusalemhad belonged to the Pharisees.
Paul and Barnabas put them in the Lord’s careThey stood up and said, “The non-Jewish

24paul and Barnabas went through the countoglievers must be circumcisédVe must tell
of Pisidia. Then they came to the country ¢hem to obey the law of Moses!”
PamphyliaZsThey told people the messdgef ~ 6Then the apostlésand the eldersgathered
God in the city of Perga, and then they wento study this problem/There was a long
down to the city of Attalia2¢And from there debate. Then Peter stood up and said to them,
Paul and Barnabas sailed away to Antigch “My brothers, | know that you remember what
Syria. This is the city where the believers hatiappened in the early days. God chose me then
put them into God’s care and sent them to deom among you to tell the Good Neivk the
this work. Now they had finished the work. ~ non-Jewish people. They heard the Good News

2\When Paul and Barnabas arrived, thédsom me and they believedGod knows the
gathered the churclgroup of believers) thoughts of all men, and he accepted these non-
together. Paul and Barnabas told them abd@wish people. God showed this to us by
all the things God had done with them. Thegiving them the Holy Spiritthe same as he did
said, “God opened a door so that the peopletofus.9To God, those people are not different
other nationgnon-Jews)could also believe!” from us. When they believed, God made their
2&Paul and Barnabas stayed there a long timearts purel0So now, why are you putting a

with the followersof Christ . heavy burdenharound the necks of the non-
. Jewish brothers? Are you trying to make God
The Meeting at Jerusalem angry? We and our fathérsvere not able to

1 Then some men caméo Antioch,
rom Judea. They began teaching thecumcised To have the foreskin cut off. This was done to every
non-Jewish brothers: “You cannot be saved if Jewish baby boy. It was a mark of the agreement that God
made with Abraham. Read Gen. 17:9-14.
apostles The men that Jesus chose to be his special helpers.
Good News, messagerhe news that God has made a way fdPharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that
people to have their sins forgiven and live with him forever.  claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs.
elders A group of men chosen to lead a church. Also calleSpirit, Holy Spirit Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of
“overseers” and “pastors” (“shepherds”), they have the work of Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does
caring for God's people. See Acts 20:28; Eph. 4:11; Tit. 1:7,9.  God's work among people in the world.
fasted To fast is to live without food for a time of prayerburden The Jewish law. Some of the Jews tried to make the non-
Oor mourning. Jewish believers follow this law.
Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.  father(s) Important ancestors of the Jews.
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carry that burden!!No, we believe that we andteach the law of Moses. The words of Moses
these people will be saved by the gradeave been read in the synagogwvery
(kindnesspf the Lord Jesus!” Sabbath dayfor many years.”

12Then the whole group became quiet. They _ .
listened to Paul and Barnabas speak. Paul and The Letter to the Non-Jewish Believers
Barnabas told about all the miracles and 22The apostles,the elders, and the whole
wonders that God did through them among thehurch(group of believersyvanted to send some
non-Jewish peoplé3Paul and Barnabas finisheanen with Paul and Barnabas to Antioch. The
speaking. Then James spoke. He said, “Myoup decided to choose some of their own
brothers, listen to mel4Simon (Peter) has told men. They chose Jud&also called Barsabbas)
us how God showed his love for the non-Jewisind Silas. These men were respected by the
people. For the first time, God accepted the nobrothers;in Jerusalem 23The group sent the
Jewish people and made them his peofi€he letter with these men. The letter said:

words of the prophetsagree with this too: From the apostlésand elders, your
16 ‘] (God)will return after this. brothers.

| wil build David's” house agai. To all the non-Jewish brothers in the

It has fallen down. - - - :
o : . city of Antioch and in the countries of
| will build again the parts of his house Syria and Cilicia:

that have been pulled down.

| will make his house new. Dear Brothers:
17" Then all other people will look for 2ANe have heard that some men have
the Lord(God)— come to you from our group. The things
all the non-Jewish people that are they said troubled and upset you. But we
my people too. did not tell them to do this?>We have all
The Lord(God)said this. agreed to choose some men and send them
And he is the One who does to you. They will be with our dear friends,

all these things. Amos 9:11-12 Barnabas and Paul®Barnabas and Paul
18 These thinas have been known have given their lives to serve our Lord
from tﬁe beginning of time.” Jesus Christ’So we have sent Judas and
ginning ' Silas with them. They will tell you the
19So | think we should not bother the non- same thingszéThe Holy Spirit thinks that
Jewish brothers who have turned to God.you should have no more burdens, and we
20lnstead, we should write a letter to them. We agree. You need to do only these things:

should tell them these things: 29 Don't eat food that has been givienidols®
Don't eat food that has been given to idols. Don't eat meat from animals that have been
(This makes the food unclean.) strangledchoked)or
Don't do any kind of sexual sin. any meat that still has the blood in it.
Don't eat meat from animals that have been ~ Don't do any kind of sexual sin.
strangled choked)or

any meat that still has the blood in it.

. synagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered for
21They should not do these things, becauseayer, siudy of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.
there are still merfJews)in every city who Sabbath day Saturday, a special day for Jews to rest and

honor God.
apostles The men that Jesus chose to be his special helpers.
miracles and wonders Amazing works or great things done byelders A group of men chosen to lead a church. Also called

the power of God. “overseers” and “pastors” (“shepherds”), they have the work of
prophet(s) People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote books caring for God's people. See Acts 20:28; Eph. 4:11; Tit. 1:7,9.

that are part of the Old Testament. Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of
David King of Israel about 1000 years before Christ. Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does

idols The false gods that the non-Jewish people worshiped. God's work among people in the world.
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If you stay away from these things, you Jewish believer. His father was a Grdpkt a
will do well. Jew) 2The believers in the cities of Lystra and
Iconium respected Timothy. They said good
We say good-bye now. things about him3Paul wanted Timothy to
30So Paul, Barnabas, Judas, and Silas letivel with him. But all the Jews living in that
Jerusalem. They went to Antioch. In Antiochrea knew that Timothy's father was Greek
they gathered the group of believers and gavet Jewish) So Paul circumcisédlimothy to
them the letter3!\When the believers read itplease the JewsThen Paul and the men with
they were happy. The letter comforted therhim traveled through other citiésThey gave
32Judas and Silas were also proplieThey the believers the rules and decisions from the
said many things to help the brotherapostles and eldersin Jerusalem. They told
(believers)and make them strongeiAfter the believers to obey these rulé$o the
Judas and Silas stayed there for a while, thayurches(groups of believersyvere becoming
left. They received a blessing of peace frostronger in the faith and were growing bigger
the brothers. Judas and Silas went back to thery day.
brothersin Jerusalewho had sent thems# .
35But Paul and Barnabas stayed in Antioch. Paul Is Called to Macedonia
They and many others told the Good Néws ©Paul and the men with him went through
and taught the people the messagfghe Lord. the countries of Phrygia and Galatia. The Holy
Spirit" did not allow them to tell the Good
Paul and Barnabas Separate News in the country of Asid.Paul and
36A few days later, Paul said to Barnabagjmothy went near the country of Mysia. They
“We told the messageof the Lord in many wanted to go into the country of Bithynia. But
towns. We should go back to all those towrise Spirit of Jesus did not let them go 80
to visit the brothers and sisters and see hévey passed by Mysia and went to the city of
they are doing.37Barnabas wanted to bringTroas.®That night Paul saw a visidnin this
John Mark with them toc*But ,on their first vision, a man from the country of Macedonia
trip, John Mark had left them at Pamphylia; heame to Paul. The man stood there and
did not continue with them in the work. Sbegged, “Come across to Macedonia. Help
Paul did not think it was a good idea to takes!” 10After Paul had seen the vision, we
him. 3%Paul and Barnabas had a big argumantmediately prepared to leave for Macedonia.
about this. They separated and went differae understood that God had called us to tell
ways. Barnabas sailed to Cyprus and totike Good Newsto those people.
Mark with him. 40Paul chose Silas to go with , .
him. The brothersin Antioch, put Paul into The Conversion of Lydia
the Lord’s care and sent him odtPaul and  1!We left Troas in a ship, and we sailed to
Silas went through the countries of Syria aride island of Samothrace. The next day we
Cilicia, helping the churchégrrow stronger.  sailed to the city of Neapoli$?Then we went

Timothy Goes with Paul and Silas circumcised To have the foreskin cut off. This was done to every
1 Paul went to the cities of Derbe and Jewish baby boy. It was a mark of the agreement that God
Lystra. A f0||0W6r|_Of Chl’iS_t, named  Made with Abraham. Read Gen. 17:9-14.

. : ) ties The cities where there were groups of believers.
TlmOthy was there. TlmOthy s mother was %Lostles The men that Jesus chose to be his special helpers.

elders A group of men chosen to lead a church. Also called

prophet(s) People that spoke for God. “overseers” and “pastors” (“shepherds”), they have the work of
Verse 34 Some Greek copies of Acts add verse 34: “... but Silas caring for God's people. See Acts 20:28; Eph. 4:11; Tit. 1:7,9.
decided to remain there.” Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of

Good News, messageThe news that God has made a way for Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does
people to have their sins forgiven and live with him forever. God's work among people in the world.

churches Groups of believers in the towns where Paul andisia The western part of modern Turkey.
Barnabas went before. vision(s) Something like dreams used by God to speak to people.
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to Philippi. Philippi is an important city in thaand Silas. Then the leaders tore the clothes of
part of Macedonia. It is a city for Romans. Weaul and Silas and told some men to beat Paul
stayed in that city for a few days. and Silas with rods?3The men beat Paul and
130n the Sabbath dayve went out the city Silas many times. Then the leaders put Paul
gate to the river. At the river we thought weand Silas in jail. The leaders told the jailer,
might find a special place for prayer. Somé&Guard them very carefully!?4The jailer
women had gathered there. So we sat down dmeiard this special order. So he put Paul and
talked with them14There was a woman namedilas far inside the jail. He tied their feet
Lydia from the city of Thyatira. Her job wasbetween large blocks of wood.
selling purple cloth. She worshiped the true 25About midnight Paul and Silas were
God. Lydia listened to Paul. The Lord openegraying and singing songs to God. The other
her heart. She believed the things Paul saftisoners were listening to therféSuddenly,
15She and all the people living in her homéhere was a big earthquake. It was so strong
were baptized.Then Lydia invited us into herthat it shook the foundation of the jail. Then all
home. She said, “If you think | am truly athe doors of the jail opened. All the prisoners
believer in the Lord Jesus, then come stay were freed from their chaing’The jailer woke
my house.” She persuaded us to stay with herup. He saw that the jail doors were open. He
o thought that the prisoners had already escaped.
Paul and Silas in Jail So the jailer got his sword and was ready to
160ne time something happened to us whikdll himself.” 26But Paul shouted, “Don’t hurt
we were going to the place for prayer. fourselfl We are all here!”
servant girl met us. She had a special Spitit ~ 29The jailer told someone to bring a light.
her. This spirit gave her the power to tell whdhen he ran inside. He was shaking. He fell
would happen in the future. By doing this sfown in front of Paul and Sila§Then he
earned a lot of money for the men who ownéudought them outside and said, “Men, what
her.17This girl followed Paul and us. She saithust | do to be saved?”
loudly, “These men are servants of the Most3'They said to him, “Believe in the Lord
High God! They are telling you how you cadesus and you will be saved—you and all these
be saved!"8She continued doing this fopeople from your house32So Paul and Silas
many days. This bothered Paul, so he turntedd the messageof the Lord to the jailer and
and said to the spirit, “By the power of Jeswdl the people that lived in his housélt was
Christ, | command you to come out of herlfate at night, but the jailer took Paul and Silas
Immediately, the spirit came out. and washed their wounds. Then the jailer and
19The men that owned the servant girl saall his people were baptizéd4After this the
this. These men knew that now they could niler took Paul and Silas home and gave them
use her to make money. So they grabbed P@aime food. All the people were very happy
and Silas and dragged them into the meetigcause they now believed in God.
place of the city. The city officials were there. 35The next morning, the leaders sent some
20The men brought Paul and Silas to thsoldiers to tell the jailer, “Let these mépaul
leaders and said, “These men are Jews. Thayd Silasigo free!”
are making trouble in our city2'They are  36The jailer said to Paul, “The leaders have
telling the people to do things that are not rigtgent these soldiers to let you go free. You can
for us. We are Roman citizens and cannot deave now. Go in peace.”
these things.?2The people were against Paul 37But Paul said to the soldiers, “Your leaders
did not prove that we did wrong. But they beat

Sabbath day Saturday, a special day for Jews to rest and

honor God. kill himself He thought the leaders would kill him for letting the
baptized A Greek word meaning to immerse, dip, or bury a prisoners escape.
person or thing briefly under water. Good News, messageThe news that God has made a way for

spirit A spirit from the devil that gave special knowledge. people to have their sins forgiven and live with him forever.
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us in front of the people and put us in jail. Wéave made trouble everywhere in the world.
are Roman citizens;so we have rightsNow And now they have come here to@ason is
the leaders want to make us go quietly. Ndeeping them in his house. They all do things
The leaders must come and bring us out!”  against the laws of Caesalhey say there is
38The soldiers told the leaders what Paul saidnother king called Jesus.”
When the leaders heard that Paul and Silas weréThe leaders of the city and the other people
Roman citizens, they were afraid3°So they heard these things. They became very upset.
came and told Paul and Silas they were sor§They made Jason and the other believers pay
They took Paul and Silas out of jail and askeglfine. Then they let the believers go free.
them to leave the city?oBut when Paul and .
Silas came out of the jail, they went to Lydia’s Paul and Silas Go to Berea
house. They saw some of the believers there andThat same night the believers sent Paul and
comforted them. Then Paul and Silas left. ~ Silas to another city named Berea. In Berea,
o , Paul and Silas went to the Jewish synagogue.
Paul and Silas in Thessalonica 1IThese Jews were better people than the Jews
1 Paul and Silas traveled through thia Thessalonica. These Jews were very happy
cities of Amphipolis and Apollonia.to listen to the things Paul and Silas said. These
They came to the city of Thessalonica. In thdéws in Berea studied the Scripturessery
city there was a Jewish synagoguéPaul day. They wanted to know if these things were
went into this synagogue to see the Jews. Thige. 12Many of these Jews believed. Many
is what he always did. Every Sabbath dfy important Greek men and Greek women also
three weeks Paul talked with the Jews abdwlieved.13But when the Jews in Thessalonica
the Scriptures. 3Paul explained theseearned that Paul was telling the word of God in
Scriptures to the Jews. He showed that tBerea, they came to Berea too. The Jews from
Christ must die and then rise from death. Palihessalonica upset the people in Berea and
said “This man Jesus that | am telling yowade troublel4So the believers sent Paul away
about is the Christ.*Some of the Jews thereuickly to the sea. But Silas and Timothy
believed Paul and Silas and decided to jostayed in Bereal>The believers that went with
them. Also, there were some Greek men wRaul took him to the city of Athens. These
worshiped the true God and some importatothers carried a message from Paul back to
women. A large group of the men and many 8flas and Timothy. The message said, “Come

the women joined Paul and Silas. to me as soon as you can.”
SBut the Jewsthat did not believebecame .
jealous. They hired some bad men from the Paulin Athens

city. These bad men gathered many people andSPaul was waiting for Silas and Timothy in
made trouble in the city. They went to JasonAthens. Paul was upset because he saw that
house, looking for Paul and Silas. Thetpe city was full of idols.7In the synagogue,
wanted to bring Paul and Silas out before tRaul talked with the Jews and the Greeks who
people.tBut they did not find Paul and Silasworshiped the true God. Paul also talked with
So the people dragged Jason and some of sbene people in the business area of the city.
other believers to the leaders of the city. Thaul did this every day8Some of the
people yelled, “These meffPaul and Silas) Epicurean and some of the Stoic philosophers
argued with him.
Roman citizens Roman law said that Roman citizens must not be SOME of them said, “This man doesn't rea”y

beaten before their trial. know what he is talking about. What is he
synagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered for

prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.
Sabbath day Saturday, a special day for Jews to rest anGiaesar The name given to the emperor (ruler) of Rome.

honor God. idols The false gods that the non-Jewish people worshiped.
Scripture(s) Holy Writings—the Old Testament. philosophers People who study and talk about their own ideas
Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God. and the ideas and teachings of other people.
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trying to say?” Paul was telling them the Goodnderstand God, but God ignored this. But
News about Jesus’ rising from death. So theyow, God tells every person in the world to
said, “He seems to be telling us about sonuhange his heart and lif€lGod has decided a
other gods.”They got Paul and took him to aday when he will judge all the people in the
meeting of the Areopagus countilhey said, world. He will be fair. He will use a man
“Please explain to us this new idea that yolesus)to do this. God chose this man long
have been teachingThe things that you areago. And God has proved this to every person;
saying are new to us. We have never hea@bd proved it by raising that man from death!”
these things before. We want to know what 3AVhen the people heard abodgsugbeing
this teaching means.2}(All the people of raised from death, some of them laughed. The
Athens and the people from other countriggeople said, “We will hear more about this
who lived there always used their time talkinfrom you later.”33Paul went away from them.
about all the newest ideas.) 34But some of the people believed Paul and
22Then Paul stood before the meeting of theined him. One of the people that believed
Areopagus council.Paul said, “Men of Athens,was Dionysius. He was a member of the
| can see that you are very religious in all thing&reopagus council. Another person who
23 was going through your city and | saw théelieved was a woman named Damaris. There
things you worship. | found an altar that hadvere also some other people that believed.
these words written on itTo THE GOD WHO IS

NOT KNOWN." You worship a god that you Paulin Corinth
don’'t know. This is the God | am telling you Later, Paul left Athens and went to the
about!2“He is the God who made the whol ity of Corinth.2In Corinth Paul met a

world and everything in it. He is the LordJewish man named Aquila. Aquila was born in
(Ruler)of the land and the sky. He does not livehe country of Pontus. But Aquila and his
in temples that men build!25This God is the wife, Priscilla, had recently movetb Corinth
One who gives life, breath, and everything eldeom lItaly. They left Italy because Claudius
to people. He does not need any help froocommanded that all Jews must leave Rome.
people. God has everything he nee@&od Paul went to visit Aquila and PriscilldaThey
began by making one mgidam) From him were tentmakers, the same as Paul. So Pau
God made all the different people. God madgayed with them and worked with them.
them to live everywhere in the world. GodEvery Sabbath dayPaul talked with the Jews
decided exactly when and where they must livand Greeks in the synagogu®aul tried to
21God wanted the people to look for himpersuade these people believe in Jesys
Maybe they could search all around for him and 5Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia
find him. But he is not far from any of us: to Paul in Corinth. After this, Paul used all
“Wa s writh b his time telling people the Good Newsie
. W?/\}gsv\glllihwqtlr?him showed the Jews that Jesus is the CHrist.
We are with him. 6But the Jews there would not accept Paul's
' teaching. They said some very bad things. So
Some of your own writers have said: Paul shook off the dust from his clothieble

‘For we are his children.’

P ) : laudius The emperor (ruler) of Rome, 41-A4{.
29That's ”ght' We are qu$ children. .So’ yol%abbath day Saturday, a special day for Jews to rest and
must not think that God is like something that o God.
people Imagine or make. He is not like gO|dsynagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered for
silver, or rock.30n the past, peop|e did not prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.
Good News, messageThe news that God has made a way for
people to have their sins forgiven and live with him forever.

Areopagus council A group of important leaders in Athens. TheyChrist The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.

were like judges. shook off the dust from his clothes This was a warning. It
temples Buildings where people go to worship. showed that Paul was finished talking to these Jews.
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said to the Jews, “If you are not saved, it wiyria. Priscilla and Aquila were also with him.
be your own fault! I have done all I can doAt Cenchrea, Paul cut off his hair, This
After this, I will go only to non-Jewishshowed thgthe had made a promigeow) to
people!” Paul left the synagogtieand God.1°Then they went to the city of Ephesus.
moved into the home of Titius Justus. ThiBhis is where Paul left Priscilla and Aquila.
man worshiped the true God. His house wighile Paul was in Ephesus, he went into the
next to the synagoguéCrispus was the synagogue and talked with the Jew$The
leader of that synagogue. Crispus and all thews asked Paul to stay longer, but he refused.
people living in his house believed in thé!Paul left them and said, “I will come back to
Lord (Jesus) Many other people in Corinthyou again if God wants me to.” And so Paul
also listened to Paul. They too believed asdiled away from Ephesus.
were baptized. 22Paul went to the city of Caesarea. Then he
During the night, Paul had a visionThe went and said hello to the churdgroup of
Lord said to him, “Don’t be afraid! Continuebelievers)in Jerusalem After that, Paul went to
talking to people and don't stogPl am with the city of Antioch.23Paul stayed in Antioch for
you. No one will be able to hurt you. Many ofa while. Then he left Antioch and went through
my people are in this city.?Paul stayed the countries of Galatia and Phrygia. Paul
there for a year and a half, teaching Godtsaveled from town to town in these countries.
truth to the people. He made all the follower®f Jesugstronger.

Paul Is Brought Before Gallio Apollos in Ephesus and Achaia (Corinth)

12Gallio became the governor of the country 24A Jew named Apollos came to Ephesus.
of Achaia. At that time, some of the Jew&pollos was born in the city of Alexandria. He
came together against Paul. They took Pauli@s an educated man. He knew very much
the court13The Jews said to Gallio, “This mammbout the Scripture’s25Apollos had been
is teaching people to worship God in a wagught about the Lor@Jesus) Apollos was
that is against oydewish law!” always very excitedwhen he talked to people

14paul was ready to say something, but Gallighout Jesus. The things Apollos taught about
spoke to the Jews. Gallio said, “I would listen tdesus were right. But the only baptisthat
you Jews if you were complaining about a badlpollos knew about was the baptism that
crime or some wrongBut the things you JewsJohri taught.26Apollos began to speak very
are saying are only questions about words abdldly in the synagoguePriscilla and Aquila
names—arguments about your owlewish heard him speak. They took him to their home
law. So you must solve this problem yourselveand helped him understand the way of God
| don't want to be a judge of these things!better.27Apollos wanted to go to the country
16Then Gallio made them leave the court. ~ of Achaia. So the brothef® Ephesushelped

17Then they all grabbed Sosthene&im. They wrote a letter to the followeysf
(Sosthenes wagnow, the leader of the Jesus in Achajaln the letter they asked these
synagogué) They beat Sosthenes before ttellowers to accept Apollos. These followers

court. But this did not bother Gallio. in Achaig had believed in Jesus because of
God’s gracelkindness) When Apollos went
Paul Returns to Antioch there, he helped them very muébte argued

18Paul stayed with the brothefbelievers)

for many days Then he left and sailed foqut off his hair Jews did this to show that the time of a special
' promise to God was finished.

Scripture(s) Holy Writings—the Old Testament.
synagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered Very excited Or, “on fire with the Spirit.”
prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings. baptism A Greek word meaning to be immersed, dipped, or
baptized A Greek word meaning to immerse, dip, or bury a buried briefly under water.
person or thing briefly under water. John John the Baptizer, the man that told people about Christ's
vision(s) Something like dreams used by God to speak to people. coming. Read Mt. 3; Lk. 3.
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very strongly against the Jews before all thkings about the Wayof Jesus. All the
people. Apollos clearly proved that the Jeweeople heard these things. So Paul left those

were wrong. He used the Scriptures ardéws and took the follower®f Jesug with
showed that Jesus is the Christ. him. Paul went to a place where a man named
Tyrannus had a school. There Paul talked

Paul in Ephesus with people every daytOPaul did this for two
years. Because of this work, every Jew and

1 While Apollos was in the City 0f Greey(non-Jew)in the country of Asia heard
Corinth, Paul was visiting some places ~"\vord of the Lord.

on the way to the city of Ephesus. In Ephesus

Paul found some followegsf the Lord. 2Paul The Sons of Sceva
asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit 11504 ysed Paul to do some very special
when you believed?” o miracles’ 12Some people carried away
These followers said to him, "We hav@andkerchiefs and clothes that Paul had used.
never even heard of a Holy Spirit”” ~~ The people put these things on sick people.
3So Paul asked them, “What kind ofvhen they did this, the sick people were healed,
baptism did you have? , and evil spiritsfrom the devil left them.
They Sald, “It was the baptlsm that John 13-1Some Jews also were tra\/e”ng around
taught.” and making evil spirits go out of people. The

“Paul said, “John told people to be baptizedeven sons of Sceva were doing this. (Sceva was
to show they wanted to change their liveg high priest) These Jews tried to use the name
John told people to believe in the One whi the Lord Jesus to make the evil spirits go out
would come after him. That person is Jesus.’of people. They all said, “By the same Jesus that

SWhen these followers heard this, they weraul talks about, | order you to come out!”
baptized in the name of the Lord JesShen  15But one time an evil spirit said to these
Paul put his hands on thérand the Holy Jews, “l know Jesus, and | know about Paul,
Spirit” came into them. They began speakirgit who are you?”
different languages and prophesyingThere  16Then the man, who had the evil spifiom
were about twelve men in this group. the devi| inside him, jumped on these Jews. He

8Paul went into the synagoguand spoke was much stronger than all of them. He beat
very boldly. Paul continued doing this fothem up and tore their clothes off. These Jews
three months. He talked with the Jews an@n away from that hous&’All the people in
persuaded them to accept the things he s@ghesus, Jews and Gregksn-Jews) learned
about the kingdom of Go?But some of the about this. They all began to have great respec

Jews became stubborn. They refused flor God. And the people gave great honor to

believe. These Jews said some very balle name of the Lord JesugMany of the

believers began to confess and tell all the bad
things they had doné®Some of the believers

. o R had used magic. These believers brought their
Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God. .

Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also caslled the )Spirit of God, the Spirit ofmagIC books and burned them before EVeryone-
Christ, and the Comorter. Joined with God and Christ, he dok10S€ b0OKS were worth about 50,000 silver
God's work among people in the world. coins: 20This is how the word of the Lord was

baptism, baptized Greek words meaning to be immersed, dippeqhﬂuencing more and more pe0p|e ina pOWGI’fU|

or buried briefly under water. :
John John the Baptizer, the man that told people about Chrisway' And more and more people believed.

coming. Read Mt. 3; Lk. 3.
put his hands on them Here, doing this was a sign to show that

Paul had God's authority or power to give these people spedaia The western part of modern Turkey.

powers of the Holy Spirit. miracle(s) Miracles are amazing works done by God's power.
prophesying Speaking or teaching things from God. high priest The most important Jewish priest and leader.
synagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered $iver coins Probably drachmas. One coin was enough to pay a

prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings. man for working one day.
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Paul Plans a Trip message. They told Paul not to go into the

21After these things, Paul made plans to §&dium.32Some people were yelling one thing
to Jerusalem. Paul planned to go through thed other people were yelling other things. The
countries of Macedonia and Achaia, and théggeting was very confused. Most of the people
go to Jerusalem. Paul thought, “After | vislid not know why they had come thef&The
Jerusalem, | must also visit Romé2Timothy Jews made a man named Alexander stand
and Erastus were two of Paul's helpers.” pdifore the people. The people told him what to
sent them ahead to the country of Macedoni- Alexander waved his hand because he

Paul stayed in Asidor a while. wanted to explain things to the peopféBut
when the people saw that Alexander was a Jew,
Trouble in Ephesus they all began shouting the same thing. They

23But during that time, there was some b&@ntinued shouting for two hours. The people
trouble in Ephesus. This trouble was about tR@id, “Great is Artemis of Ephesus! Great is
Way of Jesus This is how it all happenedArtemis of Ephesus! Great is Artemis ...!
24There was a man named Demetrius. He®*Then the city clerk persuaded the people
worked with silver. He made little silverto be quiet. He said, “Men of Ephesus, all
models that looked like the templef the people know that Ephesus is the city that
goddess Artemis. The men that did this wokeeps the templeof the great goddess
made much money25Demetrius had aArtemis. All people know that we also keep
meeting with these men and some other m@ holy rock. 36No person can say that this is
who did the same kind of work. Demetriugot true. So you should be quiet. You must
told them, “Men, you know that we makétop and think before you do anythirigYou
much money from our busineséBut look at brought these menput they have not said
what this man Paul is doing! Listen to what rafything bad against our goddess. They have
is saying! Paul has influenced and chang@@t stolen anything from her templ&We
many people. He has done this in Ephesus diye courts of law and there are judges. Do
all over the country of Asia.Paul says the Demetrius and those men that work with him
gods that men make are not rediThese have a charge against anyone? They should go
things that Paul says might turn the peopfe the courts! That is where they can argue
against our work. But there is also anothéfth each otherfds there something else you
problem: People will begin to think that thwant to talk about? Then come to the regular
temple of the great goddess Artemis is nitwn meeting of the people. It can be decided
important! Her greatness will be destroyedere.*dl say this because some person might
Artemis is the goddess that everyone in Asige this trouble today and say that we are
and the whole world worships.” rioting (making trouble) We could not explain

28When the men heard this, they becanddl this trouble, because there is no real reason
very angry. They shouted, “Artemis, thdor this meeting."1After the city clerk said
goddess of the city of Ephesus, is gregfAll these things, he told the people to go home.
the people in the city became upset. The peogi@d all the people left.
grabbed Gaius and Aristarchus. (These two .
men were from Macedonia and were traveling ~ Paul Goes to Macedonia and Greece
with Paul.) Then all the people ran to thQ QWhen the trouble stopped, Paul invited
stadium.3%Paul wanted to go in and talk to th he followers,of Jesugto come visit
people, but the followerf Jesugdid not let him. He said things to comfort them and then
him go. 3!Also, some leaders of the countryold them good-bye. Paul left and went to the
were friends of Paul. These leaders sent himcauntry of Macedonia?He said many things

Asia The western part of modern Turkey. holy rock Probably a meteorite or rock that the people thought
temple The special building in Ephesus where the people looked like Artemis and worshiped.
worshiped the false goddess Artemis. men Gaius and Aristarchus, the men traveling with Paul.
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to strengthen the follower®f Jesusin the (Eutychus)home. He was alive, and the
different places on his way througlpeople were very much comforted.
Macedonia. Then Paul went to Greece , .
(Achaia) 3He stayed there three months. He The Trip from Troas to Miletus
was ready to sail for Syria, but some Jews!3We sailed for the city of Assos. We went
were planning something against him. So Pdirkt, ahead of Paul. He planned to meet us in
decided to go back through Macedonia #ssos and join us on the ship there. Paul told
Syria.4Some men were with him. They werais to do this because he wanted to go to Assos
Sopater, the son of Pyrrhus, from the city ol land.14Later, we met Paul at Assos, and
Berea, Aristarchus and Secundus, from tkieen he came on the ship with us. We all went
city of Thessalonica, Gaius, from the city db the city of Mitylene.15The next day, we
Derbe, Timothy, and Tychicus and Trophimusailed away from Mitylene. We came to a
two men from Asid. SThese men went first,place near the island of Chios. Then the next
ahead of Paul. They waited for us in the city aay, we sailed to the island of Samos. A day
Troas.®We sailed from the city of Philippilater, we came to the city of MiletusPaul
after the Jewish Festival of Unleavenedhad already decided not to stop at Ephesus. He
Bread: We met these men in Troas five daydid not want to stay too long in Asidde was
later. We stayed there seven days. hurrying because he wanted to be in Jerusalen
on the day of Pentecost possible.
Paul's Last Visit to Troas
70n Sunday, we all met together to eat Paul Speaks to the Elders from Ephesus
(the Lord’s Supper” Paul talked to the 17In Miletus Paul sent a message back to
group. He was planning to leave the next dafgphesus. Paul invited the eldergeaders)of
Paul continued talking until midnighfWe the church in Ephesus to come to hit\When
were all together in a room upstairs, and thetie elders came, Paul said to them, “You know
were many lights in the roon?There was a about my life from the first day | came to
young man named Eutychus sitting in thAsia You know the way | lived all the time |
window. Paul continued talking, andvas with you.19The Jews planned things
Eutychus became very, very sleepy. Finallggainst me, and this gave me much trouble.
Eutychus went to sleep and fell out of th8ut you know that | always served the Lord,
window. He fell to the ground from the thirdsometimes with tears. | never thought about
floor. When the peoplevent ang lifted him myself first. 201 always did what was best for
up, he was dead!OPaul went down to you. | told you the Good Newsabout Jesus in
Eutychus. He kneeled down and huggeglblic before the people and also taught in
Eutychus. Paul said to the other believergour homes?1l told all people—Jewish people
“Don’'t worry. He is alive now."tPaul went and Greek(non-Jewish)people—to change
upstairs again. He divided the bread and atéeir hearts and turn to God. | told them all to
Paul spoke to them a long time. When hieelieve in our Lord Jesu$2But now | must
finished talking, it was early morning. Therobey the Holy Spirit and go to Jerusalem. |
Paul left. 12The people took the young mardon’t know what will happen to me theré3
know only that in every city the Holy Spirit

Asia The western part of modern Turkey.

Festival of Unleavened Bread An important Jewish holiday PentecostJewish festival celebrating the wheat harvest.
week. In the Old Testament it began the day after Passover,élders A group of men chosen to lead a church. Also called
by this time the two holidays had become one. “overseers” and “pastors” (“shepherds”), they have the work of

Sunday Literally, “first day of the week,” which for the Jews  caring for God's people. See Acts 20:28; Eph. 4:11; Tit. 1:7,9.
began at sunset on Saturday. But if Luke is using Greek ti@eod News, messageThe news that God has made a way for
here, then the meeting was Sunday night. people to have their sins forgiven and live with him forever.

to eat the Lord's Supper Literally, “to break bread.” This may Spirit, Holy Spirit Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of
mean a meal or the Lord’s Supper, the special meal Jesus toldChrist, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does
his followers to eat to remember him. Read Lk. 22:14-20. God's work among people in the world.
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tells me that troubles and even jail wait for mehowed you that you should work like | did
in Jerusalem 24 don't care about my ownand help people that are weak. | taught you to
life. The most important thing is that | finishremember the words of the Lord Jesus. Jesus
my work. | want to finish the work that thesaid, ‘You will be happier when you give than
Lord Jesus gave me to do—to tell people thehen you receive.”
Good News about God's gra¢endness) 36When Paul finished saying these things,
25'And now listen to me. | know that nonéne kneeled down and they all prayed together.
of you will ever see me again. All the time 7-3¢They all cried and cried. The men were
was with you, | told you the Good Neivsvery sad because Paul had said that they
about the kingdom of God$So today | can would never see him again. They hugged Paul
tell you one thing that | am sure of: God wind kissed him. They went with him to the
not blame me if some of you are not sav&tl! ship to say good-bye.
can say this because | know that | told you

everything that God wants you to kno¥Be Paul Goes to Jerusalem
careful for yourselves and for all the peopl We all said good-bye to the eldérs.
that God has given you. The Holy Sgigave Then we sailed away. We sailed

you the work of caring for this flock.You straight to Cos island. The next day, we went
must be like shepherds to the chufphople) to the island of Rhodes. From Rhodes we went
of God: This is the church that God boughtb Patara?At Patara we found a ship that was
with his own blood: 29 know that after | going to the area of Phoenicia. We went on the
leave, some men will come into your groughip and sailed awayWe sailed near the
They will be like wild wolves. They will try to island of Cyprus. We could see it on the north
destroy the flock3CAlso, men from your own side, but we did not stop. We sailed to the
group will become bad leaders. They willountry of Syria. We stopped at the city of
begin to teach things that are wrong. They willyre because the ship needed to unload its
lead some followersof Jesusaway from the cargo there4We found some followergof
truth. 31So be careful! Always remember thislesusin Tyre, and we stayed with them for
| was with you for three years. During thiseven days. They warned Paul not to go to
time, | never stopped warning you. | tauglderusalem because of what the Holy Spirit
you night and day. | often cried for you. had told them>But when we finished our
32*Now | am giving you to God. | amvisit, we left. We continued our trip. All the
depending on the messagiout God's gracefollowers of Jesug even the women and
(kindnessfo make you strong. That message éhildren, came outside the city with us to say
able to give you the blessings that God givgsod-bye. We all kneeled down on the beach
to all his holy peoplé.33When | was with you, and prayedSThen we said good-bye and got
| never wanted anyone’s money or finen the ship. The followers went home.
clothes.34You know that | always worked to 7We continued our trip from Tyre and went
take care of my own needs and the needstofthe city of Ptolemais. We greeted the
the people that were with mé2l always brothers(believersjthere and stayed with them
one day.8The next day we left Ptolemais and
Good News, messageThe news that God has made a way fovent to the city of Caesarea. We went into the
Ppeople to have their sins forgiven and live with him forever. home of Phi|ip and stayed with him. Phi|ip
Spirit, Holy Spirit Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of y5q the work of teIIing the Good NevisHe
ot ke e o 1€ ijag one of the seven helpér§He had four
flock A flock is many sheep. Here, it means a group of Godd@Ughters who were not married. These
people who follow their leaders (elders) like sheep follow a

shepherd.
of God Some Greek copies say, “of the Lord.” elders A group of men chosen to lead a church. Also called
his own blood Or, “the blood of his own son.” ‘overseers” and “pastors” (“shepherds”), they have the work of

holy people God'’s people are called holy because they are made caring for God's people. See Acts 20:28; Eph. 4:11; Tit. 1:7,9.
pure through Christ and belong only to God. seven helpersMen chosen for a special work. Read Acts 6:1-6.
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daughters had the gift of prophesyingfAfter important to obey the law of Moses!These
we had been there for many days, a prophelews have heard about your teaching. They
named Agabus came from Judé&@ie came heard that you tell the Jews who live in other
to us and borrowed Paul’s belt. Then Agabu®untries among non-Jews to leave the law of
used the belt to tie his own hands and feetloses. They heard that you tell those Jews not
Agabus said, “The Holy Spirittells me, ‘This to circumcisé their children and not to obey
is how the Jews in Jerusalem will tie the madewish customs?2What should we do? The
who wears this belt. Then they will give him Jewish believers here will learn that you have
to the non-Jewish people.” come.23S0 we will tell you what to do: Four of
12We all heard these words. So we and tber men have made a vévjpromise)to God.
other followersof Jesusthere beggedasked) 24Take these men with you and share in their
Paul not to go to Jerusaled®But Paul said, cleansing(washing)ceremony. Pay their
“Why are you crying? Why are you makingxpenses. Then they can shave their hédais.
me so sad? | am ready to be tied in Jerusaleims and it will prove to everyone that the things
| am also ready to die for the name of the Lottley have heard about you are not true. They
Jesus!” will see that you obey the law of Moses in your
14We could not persuade him to stay awawn life. 25We have already sent a letter to the
from Jerusalem. So we stopped begging hmon-Jewish believers. The letter said:
msza('jddnﬂe pray that what the Lord wants ‘Don:t eat food that has been givemidols:
15After this, we got ready and left for Don tsfrgtr]mleeat(:frr]%nige%r%rr\wals that have been
Jerusalemi6Some of the followersof Jesus an megt that still has the blood in it
from Caesarea went with us. These followers Don’%/ do anv kind of sexual sin.” '
took us to the home of Mnason, a man from y '
Cyprus. Mnason was one of the first people to Paul Is Arrested

be a follower,of Jesus They took Us to IS s pay took the four men with him. The

home so that we could stay with him. next day, Paul shared in their cleansing
Paul Visits James (washing)ceremony. Then he went to the

171 Jerusalem the believers were very hap mplé area. He announced the time when the

- f the cleansing ceremony would be
to see us!éThe next day, Paul went with us t fays 0 -
visit James. All the eldefs(church Ieaders)qm'Shed' On the last day an offering would be

iven for each of the men.
\r/]v:rt%ltget[]eetr?]oﬁjP&lil ﬁgsvetg% glhggtgehTm-Egeég 2TThe seven days were almost finished. But

i : me Jews from Asiasaw Paul in the temple
many things among the non-Jewish people. gea. They caused all the people to be upset, anc
told them all the things that God did throug ov arabhed PadiEThey shouted. “You Jewish
him. 20When the leaders heard these thing yg ~1ney ,

thev praised God. Then thev said to Paule™ help us! This is the man who is teaching
“Brgthper, you can see that tho){Jsands of Jewdngs that are against the law of Moses, against

have become believers. But they think it is ver r people, and against this plagiée temple)

circumcise To cut off the foreskin. This was done to every Jewish
prophesying Speaking or teaching things from God. baby boy. It was a mark of the agreement God made with
prophet A person that spoke for God. Abraham. Read Gen. 17:9-14.
Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of vow Probably a Nazirite vow, a time of special service that Jews
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does promised to give to God.

God's work among people in the world. cleansing ceremony The special things Jews did to end the
belt Paul's belt; so Agabus means that the Jews in Jerusalem willNazirite vow.
tie (arrest) Paul. shave their headsTo show their vow was finished.

elders A group of men chosen to lead a church. Also callédols The false gods that the non-Jewish people worshiped.
“overseers” and “pastors” (“shepherds”), they have the work t@mple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.
caring for God's people. See Acts 20:28; Eph. 4:11; Tit. 1.7,9Asia The western part of modern Turkey.
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This man is teaching these things to all peoptecitizen of that important city. Please, let me

everywhere. And now he has brought sonspeak to the people.”

Greek(non-Jewishnen into the temple yard! He  40The commander let Paul speak to the

has made this holy place unclead¥The Jews people. So Paul stood on the steps. He waved
said this because they had seen Trophimus witfs hand so that the people would be quiet.

Paul in Jerusalem. Trophimus wagaeekman The people became quiet and Paul spoke to
from Ephesus. The Jews thought that Paul htteem. He used the Jewish language.

taken him into the holy area of the temple.)

30All the people in Jerusalem became very Paul Speaks to the People
upset. They all ran and grabbed Paul. Th Paul said, “My brothers and my
dragged him out of the holy area of the temple fathers, listen to me! | will make my

The temple gates were closed immediatelgefense to you.”?The Jews heard Paul
31The people were trying to kill Paul. Thespeaking the Jewish language&o they
commander of the Roman army in Jerusalebecame very quiet. Paul saitll am a Jew. |
learned that there was trouble in the whole citywas born in Tarsus in the country of Cilicia. |
32lmmediately the commander went to thgrew up in this city(Jerusalem) | was a
place where the people were. He brought sorsiident of Gamaliel.He carefully taught me
army officers and soldiers with him. Theeverything about the law of our fathers.
people saw the commander and his soldiers. ®as very serious about serving God, the same
they stopped beating PawdThe commander as all of you here todayl persecutetthe
went to Paul and arrested him. The commandeeople that followed the Wayf Jesus
told his soldiers to tie Paul with two chainsSome of them were killed because of me. |
Then the commander asked, “Who is this mamPrested men and women. | put them in jail.
What has he done wrong?*Some people 5The high priestand the whole council of
there were yelling one thing and other peoptader Jewish leaders can tell you that this is
were yelling other things. Because of all thisue! One time these leaders gave me some
confusion and shouting, the commander couletters. The letters were to the Jewish brothers
not learn the truth about what had happened. Bothe city of Damascus. | was going there to
the commander told the soldiers to take Paul &rest the followers of Jesus and bring them
the army building.35-3¢All the people were back to Jerusalem for punishment.
following them. When the soldiers came to the , .
steps, they had to carry Paul. They did this Paul Tells About His Conversion
protect Pay| because the people were ready to 6‘But something happened to me on my way
hurt him. The people shouted, “Kill him!” to Damascus. It was about noon when | came

3The soldiers were ready to take Paul intdose to Damascus. Suddenly a bright light
the army building. But Paul spoke to thom the sky shined all around mé fell to the
commander. Paul asked, “Do | have the rightound. | heard a voice saying to me: ‘Saul,
to say something to you?” Saul, why are you doing these bad things to

The commander said, “Oh, you speake?'8| asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ The voice
Greek?38Then you are not the man | thouglaid, ‘I am Jesus from Nazareth. | am the One
you were? | thought you were the Egyptiayou are persecutinggThe men who were with
man who started some trouble against the did not understand the voice. But they saw
government not long ago. That Egyptian mahe light.10l said, ‘What shall | do, Lord?’ The
led 4,000 killers out to the desert.”

39%Paul said, “No, | am a Jewish man fromkuwish language Hebrew or Aramaic, a language like Hebrew

Tarsus. Tarsus is in the country of Cilicia. | am that was spoken by many Jews in the first century.
Gamaliel A very important teacher of the Pharisees, a Jewish
religious group. See Acts 5:34.
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.  father(s) Important ancestors of the Jews.
army officers Centurions, Roman army officers who hagersecute(d) To persecute is to hurt or do bad things to.
authority over 100 soldiers. high priest The most important Jewish priest and leader.
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Lord (Jesus)answered, ‘Get up and go intdheir coats. They threw dust into the aif.
Damascus. There you will be told all the thing&*Then the commander told the soldiers to take
| have planned for you to do*ll could not see, Paul into the army building. He told the soldiers
because the bright light had made me blind. $o beat Paul. He wanted to make Paul tell why
the men led me into Damascus. the people were shouting against him like this.
12In Damascus a man named Ananiag>So the soldiers were tying Paul, preparing to
came to me. Ananias was a man that trulyeat him. But Paul said to an army officer
worshiped God; he obeyed the |aof Moses. there, “Do you have the right to beat a Roman
All the Jews who lived there respected hintitizer who has not been proven guilty?”
13Ananias came to me and said, ‘Saul, my 26When the officer heard this, he went to the
brother, you can see again!" Immediately dommander and told him about it. The officer
was able to see himt#Ananias told me, ‘The said, “Do you know what you are doing? This
God of our fatherschose you long ago. Godman(Paul)is a Roman citizen!”
chose you to know his plan. He chose you to 27The commander came to Paul and said,
see the Righteous On@esus)and to hear “Tell me, are you really a Roman citizen?”
words from him.15You will be his witness to  Paul answered, “Yes.”
all people. You will tell men about the things 28The commander said, “I paid much money
you have seen and heardNow, don’'t wait to become a Roman citizen.”
any longer. Get up, be baptizednd wash  But Paul said, “I was born a citizen.”
your sins away. Do this, trusting in hitdesus)  29The men who were preparing to question
[fo save yoy’ Paul moved away from him immediately. The
1™Later, | came back to Jerusalem. | wasommander was afraid because he had alread'
praying in the templeyard, and | saw a vision. tied Paul, and Paul was a Roman citizen.
18 saw Jesus, and Jesus said to me: ‘Hurry! .
Leave Jerusalem now! The people here will not  Paul Speaks to the Jewish Leaders
accept the truth about me¥l said, ‘But Lord,  30The next day the commander decided to
the people know that | was the one who put tHearn why the Jews were speaking against
believers in jail and beat them. | went througRaul. So he commanded the leading priests
all the synagoguédo find and arrest the peopleand the Jewish council to meet together. The
who believe in you?0The people also knowcommander took Paul's chains off. Then he
that | was there when Stephen, your witnesstought Paul out and stood Paul before their
was killed. | stood there and agreed that thegeeting.
should kill Stephen. | even held the coats of t Paul looked at the Jewish council
men who were killing him!21But Jesus said to eeting and said, “Brothers, | have
me, ‘Leave now. | will send you far away to thdived my life in a good way before God. | have
non-Jewish people.” always done what | thought was right.”
22The people stopped listening when Pa@Rnanias; the high priest,was there. Ananias
said this last thingabout going to the non-heard Paul and told the men who were
Jewish people They all shouted, “Kill him! Get standing near Paul to hit him on his mouth.
him out of the world! A man like this should not3Paul said to Ananias, “God will hit you too!
be allowed to live!"23They yelled and threw off You are like adirty, wall that has been painted

Ananias In Acts there are three men with this name. See Acts 3hrew off their coats This showed that the Jews were very angry

and 23:2 for the other two. at Paul.

father(s) Important ancestors of the Jews. threw dust into the air A sign of very strong anger.

baptized A Greek word meaning to immerse, dip, or bury army officer A centurion, a Roman army officer who had
person or thing briefly under water. authority over 100 soldiers.

temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.  Roman citizen Roman law said that Roman citizens must not be

vision(s) Something like dreams used by God to speak to people. beaten before their trial.

synagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered Aomanias Not the same man named Ananias in Acts 22:12.
prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.  high priest The most important Jewish priest and leader.
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white! You sit there and judge me, using thkilled Paul.13There were more than 40 Jews
law of Moses. But you are telling them to hitwho made this plant4These Jews went and
me, and that is against the laof Moses.” talked to the leading priests and the older
4The men standing near Paul said to hidewish leaders. The Jews said, “We have made
“You cannot talk like that to God’s higha serious promise to ourselves. We promised
priest’ You are insulting him!” that we will not eat or drink until we have
SPaul said, “Brothers, I did not know thisilled Paul!15So this is what we want you to
man was the high priest. It is written in thdo: Send a message to the commander from
Scriptures; ‘You must not say bad thingsyou and all the Jewish leaders. Tell the
about a leader of your peoplé.’ commander you want him to bring Paul out to
6Some of the men in the meeting wengu. Tell the commander that you want to ask
Sadduceésand some others were Pharisee®aul more questions. We will be waiting to Kill
So Paul had an idea: He shouted to them, “N®aul while he is on the way here.”
brothers, | am a Pharisee and my father was &%But Paul's nephew heard about this plan.
Pharisee! | am on trial here because | hope went to the army building and told Paul
(believe)that people will rise from death!”  about the plani’Then Paul called one of the
"When Paul said this, there was a bigrmy officers and said to him, “Take this
argument between the Pharise@sd the young man to the commander. He has a
Sadducee$.The group was divided®(The message for him.8So the army officer
Sadducees believe that after people die, tHeypught Paul’'s nephew to the commander.
will not live again as an angel or as a spirithe officer said, “The prisoner, Paul, asked
But the Pharisees believe in botR4ll these me to bring this young man to you. He wants
Jews began shouting louder and louder. Sotodell you something.”
of the teachers of the law, who were Phariseesi®The commander led the young man to a
stood up and argued, “We find nothing wrorgiace where they could be alone. The
with this man! Maybe an angel or a spircommander asked, “What do you want to tell
really did speak to him!” me?”
10The argument became a fight. The 20The young man said, “Some Jews have
commander was afraid that the Jews wouttecided to ask you to bring Paul down to
tear Paul to pieces. So the commander told ttreeir council meeting tomorrow. Those Jews
soldiers to go down and take Paul away fromant you to think that they plan to ask Paul
these Jews and to put him in the army buildingnore questions?!But don't believe them!
1The next night the Lorgdesugcame and There are more than 40 Jews who are hiding
stood by Paul. He said, “Be brave! You havand waiting to kill Paul. They have all
told people in Jerusalem about me. You mugtomised(vowed)not to eat or drink until
also go to Rome to tell people there about methey have killed him! Now they are waiting
. for you to say yes.”
Some Jews Plan to Kill Paul 22The commander sent the young man away.
12The next morning some of the Jews maddée commander told him, “Don’t tell anyone
a plan. They wanted to kill Paul. The Jewthat you have told me about their plan.”
made a promis¢/ow)to themselves that they
would not eat or drink anything until they had PaulIs Sent to Caesarea
23Then the commander called two army
high priest The most important Jewish priest and leader. officers? He said to themv ‘| need S,0me men
Scripture(s) Holy Writings—the Old Testament. to go to Caesarea. Get 200 soldiers ready.
‘You must not say ... people’ Quote from Ex. 22:28. Also, get 70 soldiers on horses and 200 men

SadduceesA leading Jewish religious group. They accepted ong carry spears. Be ready to leave at nine
the first five books of the Old Testament. They believed that
people don't live again after death.

Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group thatmy officers Centurions, Roman army officers who had
claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs. authority over 100 soldiers.



1303 ACTS 23:24-24:14

o'clock tonight.24Get some horses for Paul tdlewish leaders and a lawyer named Tertullus.
ride. He must be taken to Governor FeliXhey went to Caesarea to make charges
safely.” 25The commander wrote a letter. Thisgainst Paul before the governdPaul was

is what the letter said: called into the meeting, and Tertullus began to
- - make his charges.

#From Claudius Lysias. Tertullus said, “Most Excellent Felix! Our
To the Most Excellent Governor Felix:  people enjoy much peace because of you, anc
many wrong things in our country are being
made right through your wise helpVe are
very thankful to accept these things from you.
We accept these things always and in every
place.4But | don't want to take any more of
your time. So | will say only a few words.
Please be patientThis man(Paul) is a
troublemaker. He makes trouble with the Jews
everywhere in the world. He is a leader of the
Nazarene groupt-8Also, he was trying to
make the templeunclean, but we stopped
him.” You can decide if all these things are
true. Ask him some questions yoursefThe
other Jews agreed. They said, “These things
are really true!”

Greetings:

2The Jews had taken this mépaul),
and they planned to kill him. But |
learned that he is a Roman citiZeso |
went with my soldiers and saved hiffl
wanted to know why they were accusing
him. So | brought him before their
council meeting29This is what | learned:
The Jews said Paul did some things that
were wrong. But these charges were
about their own Jewish laws. And none
of these things were worthy of jail or
death.30 was told that some of the Jews
were making a plan to kill Paul. So I send
him to you. | also told those Jews to tell

you the things they have against him. Paul Defends Himself Before Felix

31The soldiers did the things they were told. 10The governor made a sign for Paul to speak.
The soldiers got Paul and took him to the cif§o Paul answered, “Governor Felix, | know that
of Antipatris that night32The next day theyou have been a judge over this natidsrael)
soldiers on horses went with Paul to Caesaréa.a long time. So | am happy to defend myself
But the other soldiers and the spearmen wéfore you.lll went to worship in Jerusalem
back to the army buildingn Jerusalem33The only twelve days ago. You can learn for
soldiers on horses entered Caesarea and gawgself that this is truelThese Jews who are
the letter to the governdFelix). Then they accusing me did not find me arguing with
gave Paul to him34The governor read theanyone at the templel was not making trouble
letter. Then he asked Paul, “What country aneth the people. And | was not making trouble
you from?” The governor learned that Paor arguing in the synagoguesr any other place
was from Cilicia.35The governor said, “I will in the city.13These Jews cannot prove the things
hear your case when the Jews who are agathsly are saying against me nowBut | will tell
you come here t00.” Then the governor gayeu this: | worship the God of our fathéras a
orders for Paul to be kept in the palace. (THsllower of the Way,of Jesug The Jews say
building had been built by Herddl. that the Wayof Jesusis not the right way. But |

believe everything that is taught in the laaf
Some Jews Accuse Paul

2 F-Ive days later Anamas went to th? ple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.

- ity Qf Caesarea. Ananias was the hlgﬁ?ses 6-8 After “... but we stopped him.” some Greek copies

priest’ Ananias also brought some of the older add 6b-8a: “And we wanted to judge him by our own law.
7But the officer Lysias came and used much force to take him
from us.8And Lysias commanded those people that wanted to

Roman citizen Roman law said that Roman citizens must not be accuse him to come to you.”

beaten hefore their trial. synagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered for
Herod Herod | (the Great), ruler of Judea,B@. to 4B.C. prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.
high priest The most important Jewish priest and leader. father(s) Important ancestors of the Jews.
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Moses. And | believe everything that is writtenfor talking with Paul. Felix hoped that Paul
in the books of the prophetstdl have the same would pay him a bribé.So Felix sent for Paul
hope in God that these Jews have—the hopten and talked with him.
that all people, good and bad, will be raised 27But after two years, Porcius Festus
from death.16This is why | always try to do became governor. So Felix was no longer
what | believe is right before God and men.  governor. But Felix left Paul in prison,
17 was away,from Jerusalemfor many because Felix wanted to do something to
years. | went back there to bring money to npjease the Jews.
people and to give some offeringfts). 18|
was doing this when some Jews saw me at the Paul Asks to See Caesar
temple’ | had finished the cleansirfgashing) 2 Festus became governor, and three
ceremony. | had not made any trouble; n ays later he went from Caesarea to
people were gathering around m&éBut some Jerusalem?2The leading priests and the
Jews from Asiawere there. They should bemportant Jewish leaders made charges against
here, standing before you. If | have really doriaul before Festu§They asked Festus to do
anything wrong, those Jews from Asia are tisemething for them; the Jews wanted Festus to
ones who should accuse me. They were thesehd Paul back to Jerusalem. They had a plan
20Ask these Jews here if they found any wrong kill Paul on the way*But Festus answered,
in me when | stood before the Jewish countNo! Paul will be kept in Caesarea. | myself
meeting in Jerusalen?ll did say one thing will go to Caesarea soorSome of your
when | stood before them: | said, ‘You areaders should go with me. They can accuse
judging me today because | believe that peoptee man(Paul) there in Caesarea, if he has
will rise from death!” really done something wrong.”
22Felix already understood a lot about the 6Festus stayed in Jerusalem another eight or
Way of Jesus He stopped the trial and saiden days. Then he went back to Caesarea. The
“When commander Lysias comes here, | wiliext day Festus told the soldiers to bring Paul
decide about these things23Felix told the before him. Festus was seated on the judgment
army officef to keep Paul guarded. But heeat.’Paul came into the room. The Jews who
told the officer to give Paul some freedomad come from Jerusalem stood around him.
and to let Paul’s friends bring the things thdhe Jews said that Paul had done many wrong

Paul needed. things. But they could not prove any of these
. o things.8This is what Paul said to defend himself:
Paul Speaks to Felix and His Wife “| have done nothing wrong against the Jewish

24pfter a few days Felix came with his wifelaw, against the templegr against Caesa.
Drusilla. She was a Jew. Felix asked for Paul®But Festus wanted to please the Jews. So
to be brought to him. Felix listened to Padlle asked Paul, “Do you want to go to
talk about believing in Christ Jesu®But Jerusalem? Do you want me to judge you there
Felix became afraid when Paul spoke abaoor these charges?”
things like living right, self-control, and the 10Paul said, “I am standing at Caesar’s
judgment that will come in the future. Felijudgment seat now. This is where | should be
said, “Go away now! When | have more timgudged! | have done nothing wrong to the
| will call you.” 26But Felix had another reasodews; you know this is truélif | have done
something wrong, and the law says | must die,
prophet(s) People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote booLL]en | agree that | ShOU.|d die. I don’t ask to be
that are part of the Old Testament, saved from death. But if these charges are not
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.  true, then no person can give me to these Jews.

cleansing ceremony The special things Jews did to end thi\jg! | want Caesar to hear my case!”
Nazirite vow.

Asia The western part of modern Turkey.

army officer A centurion, a Roman army officer who hachribe Money to pay for Paul's freedom.
authority over 100 soldiers. Caesar The name given to the emperor (ruler) of Rome.
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12Festus talked about this with his adviserdiFestus said, “King Agrippa and all of you
Then he said, “You have asked to see Caesaren gathered here with us, you see this man

so you will go to Caesar!” (Paul). All the Jewish people, here and in
, , Jerusalem, have complained to me about him.
Festus Asks King Agrippa About Paul When they complain about him, they shout that

13A few days later King Agrippaand he should be killed?When | judged him, |
Bernice came to Caesarea to visit Festusould find nothing wrong. | found no reason to
14They stayed there many days. Festus totader his death. But he asked to be judged by
the king about Paul's case. Festus sai@aesar. So | decided to send hito Rome.
“There is a man that Felix left in prison26But | don't really know what to tell Caesar
1SWhen | went to Jerusalem, the leadinthat this man has done wrong. So | have
priests and the older Jewish leaders thebeought him before all of you—especially you,
made charges against him. These Jews wankidg Agrippa. | hope that you can question him
me to order his deatht6But | answered, and give me something to write to Caesat.
‘When a man is accused of doing somethirtgink it is foolish to send a prisongio Caesar
wrong, Romans don't give the man to othesithout making some charges against him.”
people to judge. First, the man must face the

people that are accusing him. And he must be Paul Before King Agrippa
allowed to defend himself against thei Agrippd said to Paul, “You may now
charges.'l’So these Jews came heft® peak to defend yourself.”

Caesaregfor the trial. And | did not waste Then Paul raised his hahdnd began to
time. The next day | sat on the judgment seapeak.?He said, “King Agrippa, | will
and commanded that the mgRaul) be answer all the charges that the Jews say
brought in.18The Jews stood up and accuseajainst me. | think it is a blessing that | can
him. But the Jews did not accuse him of angtand here before you today and do ttiik.
bad crimes. | thought they wouldThe am very happy to talk to you, because you
things they said were about their own religioknow much about all the Jewish customs and
and about a man named Jesus. Jesus died,thetthings that the Jews argue about. Please
Paul said that he is still alive?0l did not listen to me patiently.

know much about these things, so | did not 4All the Jews know about my whole life.
ask questions. But | asked Paul, ‘Do you warithey know the way I lived from the beginning
to go to Jerusalem and be judged there® my own country and later in Jerusalem.
21But Paul asked to be kept in Caesarea. Héhese Jews have known me for a long time.
wants a decision from the Emper(@aesar). If they want to, they can tell you that | was a
So | commanded that Paul be held until good Pharisee.And the Pharisees obey the

could send him to Caesan Roma.” laws of the Jewish religion more carefully than
22Agrippd said to Festus, “I would like toany other group of Jewish peopfélow | am
hear this man, too.” on trial because | hope for the promise that

Festus said, “Tomorrow you can hear him!'God made to our fathets'This is the promise

23The next day Agrippaand Bernicé that all the twelve tribe&amily groups)of our
appeared. They dressed and acted like veygople hope to receive. For this hope the Jews
important people. Agrippa and Bernice, thserve God day and night. My king, the Jews
army leaders, and the important men dfave accused me because | hope for this sam
Caesarea went into the judgment room. Festasomise!8Why do you people think it is
commanded the soldiers to bring Paul inmpossible for God to raise people from death?

Caesar The name given to the emperor (ruler) of Rome. raised his hand A sign to make the people listen.
Agrippa Herod Agrippa Il, great-grandson of Herod the Great. Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that
Bernice King Agrippa’s sister. She was the oldest daughter of claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs.

Herod Agrippa I. father(s) Important ancestors of the Jews.
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% When | was a Pharisgeeven | thought | a share with those people who have been made
should do many things against the name lodly* by believing in me.”
Jesus from Nazareth?And in Jerusalem | did _
many things against the believerdhe Paul Tells About His Work
leading priests gave me the power to put many!®Paul continued speaking: “King Agrippa,
of these peoplgbelievers)in jail. When the after | had this visionfrom heaven, | obeyed
followers of Jesus were being killed, | agreatl 20 began telling people that they should
that it was a good thing!in every synagogue change their hearts and lives and turn back to
| punished them. | tried to make them say b&bd. | told the people to do things that show
things against,Jesus | was so angry againsthat they really changed their hearts. | told
these peoplébelievers)that | went to other these things first to people in Damascus. Then

cities to find them and hurt them. | went to Jerusalem and to every part of Judea
. and told these things to the people there. | also
Paul Tells About Seeing Jesus went to the non-Jewish peopRiThis is why

12*One time the leading priests gave mthe Jews grabbed me and were trying to kil
permission and the power to go to the city ofe at the temple.22But God helped me, and
Damascust3 was on the way to Damascus. he is still helping me today. With God’s help |
was noon. | saw a light from the sky. The ligls#m standing here today and telling all people
was brighter than the sun. The light shined &fle things | have seen. But | am saying nothing
around me and the men who were travelimgw. | am saying the same things that Moses
with me. 14We all fell to the ground. Then land the prophetssaid would happer?3They
heard a voice talking to me in the Jewisdnid that the ChriStwould die and be the first
languag€. The voice said, ‘Saul, Saul, whyto rise from death. Moses and the prophets
are you doing these bad things to me? You a@dd that the Christ would bring light to the
only hurting yourself by fighting me!Sl said, Jewish people and to the non-Jewish people.”
‘Who are you, Lord?" The Lord said, ‘| am . .
Jesus. | am the One you are persecuting. ~ Paul Tries to Persuade Agrippa
16Stand up! | have chosen you to be my 24While Paul was saying these things to
servant. You will be my witness—you will telldefend himself, Festus shouted, “Paul, you are
people the things that you have seen about onazy! Too much study has made you crazy!”
today and the things that | will show you. This 25Paul said, “Most Excellent Festus, | am
is why | have come to you today/l will not not crazy. The things | say are true. My words
let your own people(the Jewshurt you. And are not the words of a foolish man; I am in my
| will keep you safe from the non-Jewishight mind. 26King Agrippa knows about
people too. | am sending you to these peopliese things. | can speak freely to him. | know
18You will show the people the Truth. Théhat he has heard about all of these things.
people will turn away from darknegsin) to Why? Because these things happened where
the light(good) They will turn away from the all people could se€’King Agrippa, do you
power of Satan, and they will turn to Godbelieve the things the prophetsrote? | know
Then their sins can be forgiven. They can hayeu believe!”

28King Agrippd said to Paul, “Do you think

_ _ S you can persuade me to become a Christian so

Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group thé‘asily’P”

claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs. )
believers Literally, “holy ones,” a name for people that believe

in Jesus. holy A holy person is pure and belongs only to God.
synagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered Agrippa Herod Agrippa II, great-grandson of Herod the Great.

prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.  vision(s) Something like dreams used by God to speak to people.
say bad things against Literally, “blaspheme,” the same astemple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.

saying they did not believe in Jesus. prophet(s) People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote books
Jewish language Hebrew or Aramaic, a language like Hebrew that are part of the Old Testament.

that was spoken by many Jews in the first century. Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.
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2%Paul said, “It is not important if it is easy °But we had lost much time. It was now
orif itis hard; | pray to God that not only yowlangerous to sail, because it was already after
but every person listening to me today couttle Jewish day of fasting.So Paul warned
\be saved ande like me—except for these¢hem,1®Men, | can see that there will be
chains | have!” much trouble on this trip. The ship and the
30King Agrippa; Governor Festus, Bernice, things in the ship will be lost. Our lives may
and all the people sitting with them stood upven be lost!".1But the captain and the owner
3land left the room. They were talking to eachf the ship did not agree with Paul. So the
other. They said, “This man should not be killedrmy officef did not believe Paul. Instead, the
or put in jail; he has done nothing really bad!dfficer believed what the captain and owner of
32And Agrippa said to Festus, “We could let thishe ship said?And that harboi(Safe Harbors)
man go free, but he has asked to see Cdésar. was not a good place for the ship to stay for the
. winter. So most of the men decided that the
Paul Sails for Rome ship should leave there. The men hoped we
2 7It was decided that we would sail focould go to Phoenix. The ship could stay there
Italy. An army officef named Julius for the winter. (Phoenix was a city on the
guarded Paul and some other prisoners. Julisind of Crete. It had a harbor that faced
served in the emperoi’special army2We southwest and northwest.)
got on a ship and left. The ship was from the
city of Adramyttium and was ready to sail to The Storm
different places in Asia.Aristarchus went 13Then a good wind began to blow from the
with us. He was a man from the city o$outh. The men on the ship thought, “This is
Thessalonica in Macedoni@ he next day we the wind we wanted, and now we have it!" So
came to the city of Sidon. Julius was verjey pulled up the anchor. We sailed very close
good to Paul. He gave Paul freedom to go vigatthe island of Cretel4But then a very strong
his friends. These friends took care of Paukeind named the “Northeaster” came from
needsAWe left the city of Sidon. We sailedacross the island>This wind took the ship and
close to the island of Cyprus because the wicalried it away. The ship could not sail against
was blowing against usWe went across thethe wind. So we stopped trying and let the wind
sea by Cilicia and Pamphylia. Then we canow us.16We went below a small island
to the city of Myra in LyciaSln Myra the named Cauda. Thémwe were able to bring in
army officer found a ship from the city ofthe lifeboat, but it was very hard to do/After
Alexandria. This ship was going to Italy. So héae men took the lifeboat in, they tied ropes
put us on it. around the ship to hold the ship together. The
’We sailed slowly for many days. It wasnen were afraid that the ship would hit the
hard for us to reach the city of Cnidus becausandbanks of Syrtis.So they lowered the sail
the wind was blowing against us. We could n@nd let the wind carry the shipéThe next day
go any farther that way. So we sailed by thie storm was blowing us so hard that the men
south side of the island of Crete near Salmortirew some things out of the shipl9A day
8We sailed along the coast, but the sailing wéater they threw out the ship’s equipme#fi-or
hard. Then we came to a place called Safeany days we could not see the sun or the
Harbors. The city of Lasea was near there.  stars. The storm was very bad. We lost all hope
of staying alive—we thought we would die.

Agrippa Herod Agrippa Il, great-grandson of Herod the Great.
Bernice King Agrippa’s sister. She was the oldest daughter day of fasting The day of Atonement, an important Jewish holy

Herod Agrippa I. day in the fall of the year. This was the time of year that bad
Caesar The name given to the emperor (ruler) of Rome. storms happened on the sea.
army officer A centurion, a Roman army officer who hadThen While the island protected them from the wind.

authority over 100 soldiers. Syrtis Shallow area in the sea near the Libyan coast.
emperor The ruler (leader) of the Roman empire. threw some things ... ship The men did this to make the ship

Asia The western part of modern Turkey. lighter so that it would not sink easily.
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21The men did not eat for a long time. Thefhey all started eating to8/(There were 276
one day Paul stood up before them and sgpople on the ship3We ate all we wanted.
“Men, | told you not to leave Crete. Yourhen we began making the ship lighter by
should have listened to me. Then you woutdrowing the grain into the sea.
not have all this trouble and lo$sBut now | _
tell you to be happy. None of you will die! But The Ship Is Destroyed
the ship will be lost23Last night an angel 3%When daylight came the sailors saw land.
came to me from God. This is the GodBut they did not know what land it was. They
worship. | am his24God's angel said, ‘Paul,saw a bay with a beach. The sailors wanted to
don’t be afraid! You must stand beforsail the ship to the beach if they couléSo
Caesar. And God has given you this promiseghey cut the ropes to the anchors and left the
He will save the lives of all those men sailingnchors in the sea. At the same time, they
with you.’ 2550 men, be happy! | trust in Goduntied the ropes that were holding the rudders.
Everything will happen like his angel told meThen they raised the front sail into the wind
26But we will crash on an island.” and sailed toward the beaciBut the ship hit

270n the fourteenth night we were floating sandbank. The front of the ship stuck there.
around in the Adriatic SeaThe sailors The ship could not move. Then the big waves
thought we were close to lar$They threw a began to break the back of the ship to pieces.
rope into the water with a weight on the end of 42The soldiers decided to kill the prisoners so
it. They found that the water was 120 feéat none of the prisoners could swim away and
deep. They went a little farther and threw thescape43But the army officer (Julius) wanted
rope in again. It was 90 feet deefyThe to let Paul live. So he did not allow the soldiers
sailors were afraid that we would hit the rocks kill the prisoners. Julius told the people that
So they threw four anchors into the watecould swim to jump into the water and swim to
Then they prayed for daylight to comeand.44The other people used wooden boards
30Some of the sailors wanted to leave the shqy. pieces of the ship. And this is how all the
They lowered the lifeboat to the water. Theeople went to land. None of the people died.
sailors wanted the other men to think that they
were throwing more anchors from the front of Paul on the Island of Malta
the ship.31But Paul told the army officeand 28When we were safe on land, we
the other soldiers, “If these men do not stay & earned that the island was called
the ship, then your lives cannot be savedWalta. 2It was raining and very cold. But the
3250 the soldiers cut the ropes and let tipeople that lived there were very good to us.
lifeboat fall into the water. They made a fire for us and welcomed all of

33Just before dawn Paul began persuading. 3Paul gathered a pile of sticks for the fire.
all the people to eat something. He said, “FBaul was putting the sticks on the fire. A
the past two weeks you have been waiting apdisonous snake came out because of the heat
watching. You have not eaten for 14 dayand bit Paul on the handThe people living
3MNow | beg(ask)you to eat something. Youon the island saw the snake hanging from
need it to stay alive. None of you will los€®aul’s hand. They said, “This man must be a
even one hair off your heads®After he said murderer! He did not die in the sea, but
this, Paul took some bread and thanked Gadsticé does not want him to live But Paul
for it before all of them. He broke off a piecehook the snake off into the fire. Paul was not
and began eatingAll the men felt better. hurt. 6The people thought that Paul would
swell up or fall down dead. The people
waited and watched Paul for a long time, but

Caesar The name given to the emperor (ruler) of Rome. i ;
Adriatic Sea The sea between Greece and Italy, including thr(IeOthmg bad happened to him. So the people

central part of the Mediterranean Sea.
army officer A centurion, a Roman army officer who hadlustice The people thought there was a goddess named Justice
authority over 100 soldiers. who would punish bad people.
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changed their opinion of Paul. They said, “Héews). | have done nothing against the
is a god!” customs of our fathers.* But | was arrested in
"There were some fields around that sanderusalem and given to the RomaasThe
area. A very important man on the islandomans asked me many questions. But they
owned these fields. His name was Publius. Eeuld not find any reason why | should be
welcomed us into his home. Publius was vekjlled. So they wanted to let me go fre€But
good to us. We stayed in his house for thréee Jews there did not want that. So | had to
days.8Publius’ father was very sick. He had ask to come to Romgto have my trial before
fever and dysenteryBut Paul went to him Caesar.* But | am not saying that my people
and prayed for him. Paul put his hands on ttiee Jewshave done anything wrong?That is
man and healed hinfAfter this happened, allwhy | wanted to see you and talk with you. |
the other sick people on the island came &m bound with this chain because | believe in
Paul. Paul healed them td8-1TThe people on the hope of Israel.*”
the island gave us many honors. We stayed'The Jews answered Paul, “We have
there three months. When we were ready eceived no letters from Judea about you.
leave, the people gave us the things Weone of our Jewish brothers who have
needed. traveled from thergJudea)brought news
about you or told us anything bad about you.
Paul Goes to Rome 22Ne want to hear your ideas. We know that
We got on a ship from the city ofpeople everywhere are speaking against this
Alexandria. The ship had stayed on the islargtoup(Christians)”
of Malta during the winter. On the front of 23Paul and the Jews chose a day for a
the ship was the sign for the twin gods.meeting. On that day many more of these
12We stopped at the city of Syracuse. Waews met with Paul at his house. Paul spoke to
stayed in Syracuse three days and then leftem all day long. Paul explained the kingdom
13We came to the city of Rhegium. The nexdf God to them. Paul tried to persuade them to
day a wind began to blow from thebelieve the things about Jesus. He used the
southwest, so we were able to leave. A ddgw of Moses and the writings of the
later we came to the city of Puteoli4We prophets to do this.24Some of the Jews
found some brothergbelievers)there. They believed the things Paul said, but others did
asked us to stay with them a week. Finallyot believe.25They had an argument. The
we came to RomelSThe believers in RomeJews were ready to leave, but Paul said one
heard that we were there. They came out toore thing to them: “The Holy Spifitspoke
meet us at the Market of Appiugnd at the the truth to your fathefsthrough Isaiah the
Three Inns. When Paul saw these believergrophet. He said,

he felt hetter. Paul thanked God. 26 *Go to this peopldthe Jewspand tell them:
Paul in Rome You will listen and you will hear,
but you will not understand!
You will look and you will see,
but you will not understand
what you see!

16Then we went to Rome. In Rome Paul
was allowed to live alone. But a soldier stayed
with Paul to guard him.

IThree days later Paul sent for some of the
most important Jews. When they came
together, Paul said, “My Jewish brOtherS,fjither(s) Important ancestors of the Jews.

have done nothing against our people ('[hﬁesar The name given to the emperor (ruler) of Rome.
Israel The Jewish nation (people).
prophet(s) People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote books

dysentery A very bad sickness like diarrhea. that are part of the Old Testament.
twin gods Statues of Castor and Pollux, Greek gods. Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of
Market of Appius A town about 43 miles (69km) from Rome. Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does

Three Inns A town about 30 miles (48km) from Rome. God's work among people in the world.
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27 Yes, the minds of these peoflee Jews) 28] want you Jews to know that God has

are now closed. sent his salvation to the non-Jewish people.
They have eargut they don't listen.  They will listen!” 29
And they refuse to sethe truth. 30Paul stayed two full years in his own
If their minds were not closed, rented house. He welcomed all people that
they might see with their eyes; came and visited him3lPaul told people
they might hear with their ears; about the kingdom of God. He taught about

they might understand with their minds.the Lord Jesus Christ. He was very bold
Then they might turn back to me and ~ (brave) and no one tried to stop him from
be healed.” lsaiah 6:9-10  speaking.

Verse 29 Some late copies of Acts add verse 29: “After Paul said
this, the Jews left. They were arguing very much with
each other.”



