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Romans

Greetings from Paul, a servant of Chrighows this is true. God is the One | worship
Jesus. God called me to be an apddtisas (serve)in my spirit by telling people the Good
chosen to tell God's Good Net® all people. News about his Son. | pray that | will be
2God promised long ago to give this Goodllowed to come to you. It will happen if God
News to his people. God used his prophéts wants it.L1l want very much to see you. | want
promise this. That promise is written in the Holyo give you some spiritual gift to make you
Scriptures. 3-4The Good News is about God'sstrong.12 mean that | want us to help each
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. As a person, he wather with the faith that we have. Your faith
born from the family of David. But through the will help me, and my faith will help you.
Spirit of holiness Jesus was shown to be God'$3Brothers and sisters, | want you to know that
Son. He was shown to be God's Son with greafplanned many times to come to you. But |
power by rising from deattRThrough Christ, have not been allowed to come to you. |
God gave me the special work of an apostlewanted to come so that | could help you grow
God gave me this work to lead people of aipiritually. | want to help you like | have
nations to believe and obey God. And | do thiselped the other non-Jewish people.
work for Christ.6And you people in Rome were 14 must serve all people—Greeks and non-
also called to belong to Jesus Christ. Greeks, wise people and foolish peopfdhat
This letter is to all of you in Rome thats why | want so much to tell the Good Néws
God has called to be his holy peoplou are to you there in Rome.
people that God loves. 16| am proud of the Good News. The Good
Grace(kindnessind peace to you from GodNews is the power God uses to save every
our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.  person that believes—to save the Jews first,
and also to save the non-JewsThe Good
A Prayer of Thanks News shows how God makes people right with
8First | want to say that | thank my Godimself. God’'s way of making people right
through Jesus Christ for all of you. | thankegins and ends with faith. Like the Scripture
God because people everywhere in the woddys, “The person that is right with God by
are talking about your great faith-1®Every faith will live forever.™
time | pray | always remember you. God
All People Have Done Wrong
apostle A person Jesus chose to represent him in a special way.  18God shows his anger from heaven against
Good News The news that God has made a way for people §|| the evil and wrong things that pe0p|e do.

have their sins forgiven and live with him forever. : T
prophets People that spoke for God.Some of them wrote boo shey have the trUth’ but by their evil lives they

that are part of the Old Testament. ide |t-_ 19God _ShOWS his anger, because
Scripture(s) Holy Writings—the Old Testament. everything that is known about God has been
David King of Israel about 1000 years before Christ. made clear to them. Yes, God has clearly
Spirit of holiness Probably the Holy Spirit. shown people everything that is known about

holy people Literally, “saints” or “holy ones.” God's people are
called holy because they are made pure through Christ and
belong only to God. “The person ... forever" Quote from Hab. 2:4.
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him. 20There are things about God that peoplgther. Those people hate God. They are rude
cannot see—his eternal power and all thend conceited and boast about themselves.
things that make him God. But since th&hose people invent ways of doing evil. They
beginning of the world those things have beaton’t obey their parentsiithey are foolish,
easy for people to understand. Those things dhey don't keep their promises, and they show
made clear in the things that God has made. 80 kindness or mercy to other peopléThose
people have no excuse for the bad things thpgople know God’s law. They know God's law
do. 2IPeople knew God. But they did not givesays that people who live like that should die.
glory to God, and they did not thank himBut they continue to do those wrong things.
Their ideas were all useless. There was not oAad they say that people who do those things
good thought left in their foolish minds.are doing right.
22People said they were wise, and they became
fools. 23They gave up the glory of God who Let God Be the Judge
lives forever. People traded that glory for th€) So do you think that you can judge those
worship of idol$ made to look like earthly &<other people? You are wrong. You too are
people. People traded God’s glory for thingguilty of sin. You judge those people, but you
that look like birds, animals, and snakes. ~ do the same bad things they do. So when you
24people were full of sin, wanting only to dqudge them, you are really judging yourself
evil things. So God left them and let them gquilty. 2God judges the people that do those
their sinful way. And so they became full ofvrong things. And we know that God’s
sexual sins, using their bodies wrongly witjudgment is right3You also judge the people
each other?5Those people traded the truth ofhat do those wrong things. But you do those
God for a lie. Those people worshiped androng things too. So surely you understand that
served things that were made. But people d@od will judge you. You will not be able to
not worship and serve the God who made thosscape4God has been very kind to you. And he
things. God should be praised forever. Amen.has been patient with you. God has been waiting
26Because people did those things, God Iédr you to change. But you think nothing of his
them and let them do the shameful things thiypdness. Maybe you don't understand that God
wanted to do. Women stopped having natuialkind to you so that you will change your
sex with men. They started having sex withearts and lives:But you people are hard and
other women?7In the same way, men stoppestubborn. You refuse to change. So you are
having natural sex with women. The memaking your own punishment greater and
began wanting each other all the time. Men digleater. You will get that punishment on the day
shameful things with other men. And in theivhen God will show his anger. On that day
bodies they received the punishment for thogeople will see God’s right judgmentssod
wrong things they did. will reward or punish every person for the
28People did not think it was important tahings that person has doriSome people live
have a true knowledge of God. So God lefor God's glory, for honor, and for life that
them and allowed those people to have theiannot be destroyed. Those people live for those
own worthless thinking. And so those peoplthings by always continuing to do good. God
do the things that they should not d§Those will give life forever to those peopléBut other
people are filled with every kind of sin, evilpeople are selfish and refuse to follow truth.
greed, and hatred. Those people are full @hose people follow evil. God will give those
jealousy, murder, fighting, lying, and thinkingpeople his punishment and ang#&eod will
the worst things about each other. Thoggve trouble and suffering to every person that
people gossigland say evil things about eactioes evi—to the Jews first and also to the non-
Jews.10But God will give glory, honor, and
peace to every person that does good—to the
idols Statues made from wood, stone, or metal that peop_]@WS first and also to the non-Jew&God
worshiped like gods. judges all people the same.
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12People that have the lavand people thatsin. You hate idols.But you steal from
have never heard of the law are all the santemples. 23You boast about God's law. But
when they sin. People that don’t have the layou bring shame to God by breaking his law.
and are sinners will be lost. And, in the sam&lt is written in the Scripturés “The non-
way, people that have the law and are sinnelsws say bad things about God because of yot
will be judged by the law!3Hearing the law Jews.”*
does not make people right with God. The law 25If you follow the law; then your
makes people right with God only if thoseircumcisiori has meaning. But if you break
people always obey everything the law saythe law, then it is like you were never
14The non-Jews don't have the law. But wheaircumcised. 26The non-Jews are not
they naturally do things that the law commandsrcumcised. But if they do what the law says,
without even knowing the law, then they aréhen it is like they were circumcised’You
their own law. This is true even though theyews have the written law and circumcision,
don't have the written lawt5They show that in but you break the law. So the people that are
their hearts they know what is right and wrongjot circumcised in their bodies, but still obey
the same as the law commands. And thotiee law, will show that you people are guilty.
people also show this by the way they feel 28A person is not a true Jew if he is only a
about right and wrong. Sometimes theifew in his physical body. True circumcisiais
thoughts tell them that they did wrong, and thisot only on the outside of the bod3?A person
makes them guilty. And sometimes theiis a true Jew only if he is a Jew inside. True
thoughts tell them that they did right, and thisircumcision is done in the heart. It is done by
makes them not guilty JeAll these things will the Spirit; not by the written law. And a
happen on the day when God will judge thperson that is circumcised in the heart by the
secret things inside of people. The Goo8pirit gets praise from God, not from people.
News that | tell people says that God will¥)So, do Jews have anything that other

judge people through Christ Jesus. people don’t have? Is there anything
special about being circumcisé®Yes, the
The Jews and the Law Jews have many special things. The most

1"What about you? You say you are a Jewnportant thing is this: God trusted the Jews
You trust in the law and boast that you ameith his teachings3lt is true that some Jews
close to God18You know what God wantswere not faithful to God. But will that stop
you to do. And you know the things that ar@od from doing what he promised®o! God
important, because you have learned the lamill continue to be true even when every
19You think you are a guide for people thaterson is false. Like the Scriptutesy:
don't know the right way. You think you area . : L
light for people that are in darknegsn). Yognvdvmffvmfird] u%t;tnmgl?urwords,
20You think you can show foolish people what arZz being iudaed.” y .
is right. And you think you are a teacher for gjudged.”  Psam514
people that still need to learn. You have the5When we do wrong, that shows more
law and so you think that you know everythingiearly that God is right. So can we say that
and have all truth?lYou teach other people.
So why don’t you teach yourself? You tell

people not to steal. But you yourselves ste Pls The false gods that the non-Jewish people worship.
' nples Places where people worship.

2ZYou say that people must not do the sin éﬂipture(s) Holy Writings—the Old Testament.

adultery: But you yourselves are guilty of thatrhe non-Jews ... Jews” Quote from Isa. 52:5.
circumcision, circumcised To have the foreskin cut off. This was
done to every Jewish baby boy. It was a mark of the agreement

law God's law. It is represented in the law of Moses. God made with Abraham. Read Gen. 17:9-14.
Good News The news that God has made a way for people 8pirit, Holy Spirit Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of
have their sins forgiven and live with him forever. Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does

adultery Breaking a marriage promise by sexual sin. God's work among people in the world.
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God does wrong when he punishes us? (I aiswish people from making excuses and brings

using an idea that some people might havehg whole world(Jews and non-Jewg)nder

6No! If God could not punish us, then GoGod's judgment20Why? Because no person

could not judge the world. can be made right with God by following the
A person might say, “When | lie, it reallylaw. The law only shows us our sin.

gives God glory, because my lie shows God's

truth. So why am | judged a sinner?1t How God Makes People Right

would be the same to say, “We should do evil 218yt God has a way to make people right

so that good will come.” Many peopleyithout the law. And God has now shown us
criticize us and say that we teach those thingat new way. The law and the prophietsld
People that say those things are wrong, a@,gfj1 about this new way2?God makes people
they should be condemned. right through their faith in Jesus Christ. God
AlP , does this for all people that believe in Christ.
eople Are Guilty

|| people are the same3All people have

No! We have already said that JEWS and n orv. 24Peop|e are made |'|ght with God by
fg"."s are the same. They are all guilty of Sfis grace(kindness) This is a free gift. People

Like the Scripturessay. are made right with God by being made free

“There is no person without sin. None!  from sin through Jesus Christ*God gave

11 Thereis no person that understands. Jesus as a way to forgive people’s sins
There is no person that is trying through faith. God forgives by the blood

to be with God. (death)of Jesus. God gave Jesus to show that

12 Al pe0p|e have turned away, he always does what is rlght and fair. God was

and all people have become worthless.fight in the past when he was patient and did

There is no person that does good. Nonenot punish people for their siné%And God
psaim 141-3  gave Jesus to show today that God does what

13 , . ~is right. God did this so that he could judge
People’s mouths are like open graves;  rightly and also make right any person that
they use their tongues for telling lies.” has faith in Jesus.
Psalm 5:9 270 do we have a reason to boast about
“The things they say are like the poison ~ ourselves? No! And why not? It is the way of

of snakes;” psalm140-3  faith that stops all boasting, not the way of

. , following the law.28Why? Because a person is

14 “their mouths are full of cursingand ~ made right with God through faith, not
bitterness. Psalm10:7  through the things he has done to follow the

law. This is what we believéGod is not only
the God of the Jews. He is also the God of the
non-Jews30There is only one God. He will
make Jewsright with him by their faith. And
he will also make non-Jewsight with him
through their faith31So do we destroy the law
18 “They have no fear or respect for God." by following the way of faith? No! Faith
Psaim36:1  causes us to be what the law truly wants.

19These things the laivsays are for the
people that are under the law. This stops all

15 “People are always ready to hurt and kill;
16 everywhere they go they cause ruin
and sadness.
People don't know the way of peace.”
Isaiah 59:7-8

1

~

prophets People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote books
that are part of the Old Testament.
Scripture(s) Holy Writings—the Old Testament. Jews Literally, “circumcision.”
law God's law. Itis represented in the law of Moses. non-Jews Literally, “uncircumcision.”



1315 ROMANS 4:1-19

The Example of Abraham people that are right with Godl2And
So what can we say about Abrahathe Abraham is also the father of people that have
father of our people? What did he leafneen circumcised. But it is not their
about faith?2If Abraham was made right bycircumcision that makes Abraham their father.
the things he did, then he had a reasonHe is their father only if they live following
boast. But Abraham could not boast befotke faith that our father Abraham had before
God.3The Scripturé says, “Abraham believedhe was circumcised.
God. And God accepted Abraham'’s faith. That
made Abraham right with God.” God's Promise Received Through Faith
4When a person works, his pay is not given 13Abrahani and his descendantseceived
to him as a gift. He earns the pay he gé@sit the promise that they would get the whole
a person cannot do any work that will makegorld. But Abraham did not receive that
him right with God. So that person must trugromise because he followed the ldw.
in God. Then God accepts that person’s faillbraham received that promise because he
(trust), and that makes him right with Godwas right with God through his faithl4If
God is the One who makes even evil peogieople could get the things that God
right. 6David" said the same thing. David saigromised by following the law, then faith is
that a person is truly happy when God does nadrthless. And God's promise to Abraham is
look at the things that person has done bwbrthless.15Why? Because the law can only

accepts him like a good person: bring God's angerwhen the law is not
. L here |
7 “People are truly blessdtiappy) ggtehﬁg' '[El:jti Sn; g;eyrle IS no law, then there is

when their wrongs are forgiven,
and when their sins are covered!
8  And when the Lord accepts a person
like he was without sin,

16S0 people get God’s promise by having
faith. This happens so that the promise can be
a free gift. And if the promise is a free gift,
- ; then all of Abraham’speople can have that
that person is truly blessgd!l 39122 promise. The promise is not only for those
SAMS252 - people that live under the laaf Moses. The
9s this happiness only for those people thatomise is for any person that lives with faith
are circumcised (the Jews?} Or is this like Abraham. Abraham is the father of us all.
happiness also for people that are ndlLike it is writtenin the Scripture “l have
circumcisednon-Jews} We have already saidnade you(Abraham)a father of many
that God accepted Abraham’s faith, and thaations.” This is true before God. Abraham
faith made him right with God%So how did believed in God—the God who gives life to
this happen? Did God accept Abralidmefore dead people and decides that things will
or after he was circumcised? God acceptheppen that have not yet happened.
him before his circumcision!!Abraham was  1éThere was no hopghat Abraharhwould
circumcised later to show that God acceptédve childrep But Abraham believed God
him. His circumcision was proof that he waand continued hoping. And that is why he
right with God through faith before he wabecame the father of many nations. Like God
circumcised. So Abraham is the father of atld him, “You will have many descendants
people that believe but are not circumcisegthildren).”* 1%Abraham was almost 100 years
Those people believe and are accepted liékel, so his body was much past the age for
having children. Also, Sarah could not have

Abraham The most respected ancestor of the Jews. children. Abraham thought about this. But his
Scripture(s) Holy Writings—the Old Testament.
“Abraham ... God” Quote from Gen. 15:6.
David King of Israel about 1000 years before Christ. descendantsA person’s children and all their future families.
circumcised, circumcision To have the foreskin cut off. This waslaw God's law. It is represented in the law of Moses.

done to every Jewish baby boy. It was a mark of the agreennt. nations” Quote from Gen. 17:5.

God made with Abraham. Read Gen. 17:9-14. “You ... descendants” Quote from Gen. 15:5.
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faith in God did not become wealAbraham  “We have been made right with God by
never doubted that God would do the thinghrist's blood(death) So through Christ we
that God promised. Abraham never stoppedll surely be saved from God's angéf!
believing. He grew stronger in his faith anthean that while we were God'’s enemies, God
gave praise to GodAbraham felt sure thatmade friends with us through the death of his
God was able to do the thing that GoSon. So surely, now that we are God's friends,
promised.22So, “God accepted Abraham’ssod will save us through his Son’s liféAnd
faith. That made him right with God.” not only will we be saved, but we are also very
23Those words (“God accepted Abrahamtsappy now. We are happy in God through our
faith”) were written not only for Abraham.Lord Jesus Christ. It is because of Jesus that
24Those words were also written for us. Goale are now God's friends.

will also accept us because we believe. We ,

believe in the Ong¢God) that raised Jesus our Adam and Christ

Lord from death?>Jesus was given to die for 12Sin came into the world because of what
our sins. And he was raised from death tme mar{Adam)did. And with sin came death.

make us right with God. So this is why all people must die—because
o all people sinned!3Sin was in the world
Right With God before the lawof Moses. But God does not

We have been made right with Godhake people guilty for sin if there is no law.
because of our faith. So we have peaé®But from the time of Adam to the time of
with God through our Lord Jesus ChrisMoses, all people had to die. Adam died
2Through our faith, Christ has brought us inteecause he sinned by not obeying God’s
that blessing of God's gragkindnessthat we command. But even those people that did not
now enjoy. And we are very happy because sif the way Adam sinned had to die.
the hope we have of sharing God’s glory. Adam was like the OngChrist) who was
3And we are also happy with the troubles wedming in the futurelBut God's free gift is
have. Why are we happy with troublesfot like Adam’s sin. Many people died
Because we know that these troubles makehgsause of the sin of that one nfadam) But
more patient4And this patience is proof thathe gracekindnessyhat people received from
we are strong. And this proof gives us hop&od was much greater. Many people received
°And this hope will never disappoint usit— God's gift,of life, by the grace of the one man,
will never fail,. Why? Because God hagesus Christ!6After Adam sinned once, he
poured out his love to fill our hearts. God gaweas judged guilty. But the gift of God is
us his love through the Holy SpifiThat Holy different. God's free gift came after many sins.
Spirit was a gift to us from God. And the gift makes people right with God.
6Christ died for us while we were still weak’One man sinned, and so death ruled all
people. We were living against God, but at tipeople because of that one man. But now some
right time, Christ died for usiVery few people accept God's full gragkindness)and
people will die to save the life of anothehis great gift of being made right. Surely those
person, even if that other person is a gopdople will have true life and rule through the
person. If the person is a very good persame man, Jesus Christ.
then someone might be willing to die for that 18So one sin,of Adam, brought the
person.8But Christ died for us while we wergunishmentof death to all people. But in the
still sinners. In that way God showed us thaame way, one good thinghat Christ dig
he loves us very much. makes all people right with God. And that
brings true life for those peoplé®One man
“God accepted ... God” Quote from Gen. 15:6. (Adam)di-SObeyed C-;Od and many people
Spirit, Holy Spirit Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of became sinners. But in the same Way, one man

Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he dJthriSt) Qbeyed God and many people will be
God's work among people in the world. made right.20The law came to make people
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have more sin. But when people had more siBe like people that have died and now live.
God gave them more of his gra¢endness) Offer the parts of your body to God to be used
21Sin once used death to rule us. But God gaf@r doing good14Sin will not be your master.
people more of his grace so that grace could riéhy? Because you are not under law. You
by making people right with him. This bringsnow live under God’s gradgindness)
life forever through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Slaves of Goodness
Dead to Sin but Alive in Christ 1550 what should we do? Should we sin
So do you think that we should continubecause we are under gragédnessjand not
sinning so that God will give us more andnder law? NoltSurely you know that when
more gracgkindness? 2No! We died to(quit you give yourselves like slaves to obey
living) our old sinful lives. So how can wesomeone, then you are really slaves of that
continue living with sin@Did you forget that person. The person you obey is your master.
all of us became part of Christ Jesus when Weu can follow sin, or obey God. Sin brings
were baptized? We shared his death in ouspiritual death. But obeying God makes you
baptism: 4So when we were baptized, weight with him. 17In the past you were slaves
were buried with Christ and shared his deat. sin—sin controlled you. But thank God,
We were buried with Christ so that we coulgou fully obeyed the things that were taught to
be raised up andive a new life. This you. 18You were made free from sin. And
happened the same as Christ was raised froow you are slaves to goodnesght living).
death by the wonderful power of the Father. 191 explain this by using an example that
SChrist died, and we have been joined wiipeople know. | explain it this way because it
Christ by dying too. So we will also be joinets hard for you to understand. In the past you
with him by rising from death like Christ roseffered the parts of your body to be slaves to
from death.6We know that our old life diedsin and evil. You lived only for evil. In the
with Christ on the cross. This happened so tisaime way now you must give yourselves to be
our sinful selves would have no power over uslaves of goodness. Then you will live only
And then we would not be slaves to siAny for God.
person that has died is made free from sin’s20In the past you were slaves to sin, and
control (power) goodnesqgright living) did not control you.
8f we died with Christ, we know that we?'You did evil things. Now you are ashamed
will also live with him.°Christ was raised of those things. Did those things help you? No.
from death. And we know that he cannot diEnose things only bringspiritual death.22But
again. Death has no power over him nowow you are free from sin. You are now slaves
10Yes, when Christ died, he died,ttefeat the of God. And this brings you a life that is only
power of sin one time—enough for all timefor God. And from that you will get life
He now has a new life, and his new life is witforever.23When people sin, they earn what sin
God. 11In the same way, you should sepays—death. But God gives his people a free
yourselves as being dead to the power of sgift—life forever in Christ Jesus our Lord.
And see yourselves as being alive for God .
through Christ Jesus. An Example from Marriage
12But don't let sin control you in your life =/ Brothers and sisters, you all understand
here on earth. You must not be ruled by thé the law of Moses. So surely you know
things your sinful self makes you want to déhat the law rules over a person only while he
13Don't offer the parts of your body to serves alive. 2| will give you an examplgA
sin. Don't use your bodies as things to do ewloman must stay married to her hushand as
with. But you should offer yourselves to Godong as he is alive. But if her husband dies,
then she is made free from the law of
baptized, baptism Greek words meaning to be immersed, d|ppe§namage 3But if that woman marries another
or buried briefly under water. man while her husband is still alive, the law
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says she is guilty of adulteryBut if the something that is good brought death to me?
woman’s husband dies, then that womanho! But sin used something that is good to
made free from the law of marriage. So if thating death to me. This happened so that |
woman marries another man after her hushaswlld see what sin is really like. It happened to
dies, she is not guilty of adultery. show that sin is something very, very bad. And
4n the same way, my brothers and sisterie command was used to show this.
your old selves died and you became free from o
the law through the body of Christ. Now you The Conflict in Man
belong to someone else. You belong to the Onel4We know that the laivis spiritual. But |
(Christ) that was raised from death. We belongm not spiritual. Sin rules me like | am its slave.
to Christ so that we can be used in service tl don't understand the things | do. | don't do
God. 5In the past, we were ruled by our sinfuthe ,good things | want to do. And | do the
selves. The law made us want to do sinfubad things | hate to dol6And if | don’'t want
things. And those sinful things we wanted to dto do thgbad things I do, then that means that |
controlled our bodies, so that the things we dajree that the law is goodBut | am not really
were only bringing us spiritual deatRin the the one doing thesead things. It is sin living
past, the law held us like prisoners. But our olith me that does these thing8Yes, | know that
selves died and we were made free from tmething good lives in me—I mean nothing good
law. So now we serve God in a new way, not ilives in the part of me that is not spiritual. |
the old way with the written rules. Now wewant to do the things that are good. But | don't
serve God in the new way with the Spirit. do those thingstd don't do the good things
. o that | want to do. | do the bad things that | don't
Our Fight Against Sin want to do.20So if | do things | don't want to
’You might think that | am saying that sindo, then it is not really me doing those things. It
and the law are the same thing. That is nois sin living in me that does those bad things.
true. But the law was the only way | could 21So | have learned this rule: When | want to
learn what sin means. | would never haveo good, evil is there with m&Zn my mind, |
known what it means to want somethingm happy with God’s law23But | see another
wrong. But the law said, “You must not wantaw working in my body. That law makes war
things that belong to other peoplé 8And sin against the law that my mind accepts. That other
found a way to use that command and make rfaav working in my body is the law of sin, and
want every kind of wrong thing. So sin came tthat law makes me its prisonéfThis is terrible!
me because of that command. But without th&ho will save me from this body that brings me
law, sin has no powef] was alive without the death?5God will save mg! | thank him for his
law before | knew the law. But when the law'salvationthrough Jesus Christ our Lord!
command came to me, then sin began to live.So in my mind | am a slave to God's law. But
10And | died spiritually, because of sin. Thein my sinful self | am a slave to the law of sin.
command was meant to bring life, but for me

that command brought deathiSin found a Life in the Spirit
way to fool me by using the command. SifQ So now people that are in Christ Jesus are
used the command to make me dipiritually;. not judged guilty.2Why? Because in

12S0 the law is holy, and the command i<hrist Jesus the law of the Spirithat brings
holy and right and good3Does this mean thatlife made you free. It made youfree from the
law that brings sin and deatfThe law was
adultery Breaking a marriage promise by sexual sin. without power because the law was made
law God's law. Here, itis the law of Moses. weak by our sinful selves. But God did what
Spirit, Holy Spirit - Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit ofthe |aw could not do. God sent his own Son to

Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he do, : :
God's work among people I the world garth with the same human life that other

“You ... people” Quote from Ex. 20:17; Deut. 5:21.
law God's law. Itis represented in the law of Moses. you Some Greek copies have “me.”
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people use for sin. God sent his Son to be #mt we have makes us God'’s chosen children.
offering to pay for sin. So God used a humaAnd with that Spirit we say, Abbg* Father.”
life to condemn(destroy)sin. 4God did this so 16And the Spirit himself joins with our spirits
that we could be right like the law said weo say we are God’s childre#/If we are God's
must be. Now we don't live following our children, then we will get the blessings God has
sinful selves. We live following the Spirit. ~ for his people. We will get these things from
SPeople that live following their sinful God. God will give us all that he has given
selves think only about things that their sinfuChrist. But we must suffer like Christ suffered.
selves want. But those people that livéhen we will be able to share his glory.
following the Spirit are thinking about the , .
things that the Spirit wants them to ddf a We Will Have Glory in the Future
person’s thinking is controlled by his sinful 18We have sufferings now. But the sufferings
self, then there is spiritual death. But if ave have now are nothing compared to the great
person’s thinking is controlled by the Spiritglory that will be given to ust®Everything that
then there is life and peac@Nhy is this true? God made is waiting with excitement for the
Because if a person’s thinking is controlled byime when God will show the world who his
his sinful self, then that person is against Godhildren are. The whole world wants very much
That person refuses to obey God's law. Anfdr that to happert®Everything God made was
really that person is not able to obey God'shanged to be like it was worth nothing. It did
law. 8Those people that are ruled by theinot want to change, but God decided to change
sinful selves cannot please God. it. But there was this hopelThat everything
9But you are not ruled by your sinful selve$sod made would be made free from ruin
You are ruled by the Spiritjf that Spirit of (decay) There was hope that everything God
God really lives in you. But if any person doamade would have the freedom and glory that
not have the Spirit of Christ, then that persdrelong to God's children.
does not belong to Christ®Your body will ~ 22We know that everything God made has
always be dead because of sin. But if Christieen waiting until now in pain like a woman
in you, then the Spirit gives you life, becaugeady to give birth to a chilc3Not only the
Christ made you right with God!God raised world, but we also have been waiting with
Jesus from death. And if God’s Spirit is livingain inside us. We have the Spirs the first
in you, then he will also give life to youmart of God’s promise. So we are waiting for
bodies that die. God is the One who rais&bd to finish making us his own children. |
Christ from death. And he will give life tomean we are waiting for our bodies to be made
your bodies through his Spirit that lives in yodree.?AWe were saved, and we have this hope.
12S0, my brothers and sisters, we must niétwe can see what we are waiting for, then
be ruled by our sinful selves. We must not lii@at is not really hope. People don’t hope for
the way our sinful selves wantlf you use something they already havé&But we are
your lives to do the wrong things your sinfutoping for something that we don’t have yet.
selves want, then you will die spiritually. ButVe are waiting for it patiently.
if you use the Spirit’shelp to stop doing the 26Also, the Spirit helps us. We are very
wrong things you do with your body, then yoweak, but the Spirit helps us with our
will have trug, life. weakness. We don't know how to pray like we
14The true children of God are those peopghould. But the Spirit himself speaks to God
that let God's Spirit lead themt>The Spirit  for us. The Spirit begs God for us. The Spirit
that we received is not a spirit that makes wspeaks to God with deep feelings that words
slaves again and causes us to fear. The Spa&nnot explain?’God can see what is in
people’s hearts. And God knows what is in the

Spirit, Holy Spirit Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he dogbba An Aramaic word. Jewish children called their
God’s work among people in the world. fathers ‘Abba”
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mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit speaksiow, nothing in the future, no powers, nothing

God for his people in the way that God wantsabove us or nothing below us—nothing in the
28We know that in everything God works fowhole created world—will ever be able to

the good of those people that love him. Theseparate us from God's love that is in Christ

are the people God calléchose) because thatJesus our Lord.

was his planZ°God knew those people before .

he made the world. And God decided that those God and the Jewish People

people would be like his Sofdesus) Then | am in Christ and | am telling you the

Jesus would be the firstboraf many brothers <Jtruth. | don't lie. My deepest feelings are

and sisters30God planned for those people teuled by the Holy Spirit. And those feelings

be like his Son. And he callgghose)those tell me that | am not lyingZl have great sorrow

people. God called those people and maded always feel much sadnefs the Jewish

them right with him. And God gave his glorypeoplg. 3They are my brothers and sisters, my

to those people that he made right. earthly family. I wish | could help them. |
o would even have a curse on me and cut myself
God's Love in Christ Jesus off from Christ if that would help themdThey

31So what should we say about this? If God @re the people of IsraélThose peopldthe
for us, then no person can stand against us. Aiglvs)are God’s chosen children. Those people
God is with us32He even let his own Son suffethave the glory of God and the agreements that
for us. God gave his Son for us all. So witisod made between himself and his people. God
Jesus now, God will surely give us all thinggyave them the lawof Moses and the templg
33Who can accuse the people that God hagrship. And God gave his promises to those
chosen? No one! God is the One who makes ligople (the Jews) SThose people are the
people right34Who can say that God’s peoplelescendantsof our great fathersAnd they are
are guilty? No one! Christ Jesus digdr us, the earthly family of Christ. Christ is God over
but that is not all. He was also raised fronall things. Praise him forevérAmen.
death. And now he is at God's right side and is 6 Yes, | feel sorry for the Jewish people.
begging God for us™Can anything separate uslon't mean that God failed to keep his promise
from Christ's love? No! Can trouble separate us them. But only some of the people of Israel
from Christ’s love? No! Can problems oi(the Jews)are truly God's people.’And only
persecutioh separate us from Christ's lovezome of Abraham’sdescendantsare true
No! If we have no food or clothes, will thatchildren of Abrahan{God'’s people) This is
separate us from Christ's love? No! Will dangevhat God said to Abrahamtisaac will be
or even death separate us from Christ's lovg®ur only legal son”8This means that not all
No! 36Like it is written in the Scripturés of Abraham’s descendants are God’s true
u : - children. Abraham’s true children are those
For gﬁ“t‘h(gmf’é)we are in danger of death people that become God's children because of
People think we are worth no more the promise God made to Abraha®&od’s

than sheep to be killedpsaim 44:22

37But in all these things we have full Vic'[orySpiritH Holy SdpiLit Alscf) called thedSpirti]t of éBoda thﬁ Spiﬂt ((ij
: Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does
t32_ré)ugh God who showed hIS love for us. God's work among people in the world.
¥es, | am sure that nothing can separaggael he Jewish nation (people).
us from God's love—not death, not life, notlescendantsA person's children and all their future families.
angels or ruling spirits. | am sure that nothinggther(s) Important ancestors of the Jews.
hrist ... forever This can also mean, “May God, who rules over
all things, be praised forever!”
firstborn The first male child in a family. Here, it probably mean&od’s people Literally, “Israel,” the people God chose to bring
that Christ was the first in God's family to share God's glory. his blessings to the world.
persecution Being hurt or bothered by Christ's enemies. Abraham The most respected ancestor of the Jews.
Scripture(s) Holy Writings—the Old Testament. “Isaac ... son” Quote from Gen. 21:12.
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promise to Abraham was like this: “At the 22t is the same way with what God has
right time | will come back, and Sarah wiltlone. God wanted to show his anger and to let
have a son.” people see his power. But God endured

10And that is not all. Rebecca also had sormatiently those people he was angry with—
And those sons had the same father. He is people that were ready to be destroyeod
father Isaac.11-1But before the two sonswaited with patience so that he could make
were born, God told Rebecca, “The older sémown his rich glory. God wanted to give that
will serve the younger."This was before theglory to the people that receive his mercy. God
boys had done anything good or bad. God saids prepared these people to have his glory.
this before they were born so that the boy GééiVe are those people. We are the people Goc
chose would be chosen because of God’s oeailed (chose) God called us from the Jews
plan. He was chosen because he was the and from the non-Jew$sLike the Scripture
God wanted to call, not because of anythirsgys inthe book of Hosea:
Ithe boys did13Like the Scrlp,t,uré says, ‘| “The people that are not mine—
oved Jacob, but | hated Esdu. | will say that they are my people

14So what should we say about this? Is God A y y are my PEopie.

- - nd the people that I did not love—

not fair? We cannot say thatGod said to Lwill sav that thev are the peonle [ love.”
Moses, “I will show mercy to the person that | y y pH P b9g
want to show mercy to. | will show pity to the oseas
person that | want to show pity t6.26So God 26 “And in the same place that God said,

will choose the person he decides to show “You are not my people’—
mercy to. And his choice does not depend on in that place they will be called
what people want or try to dd/In the sons of the living God.” Hosea 1:10

Scripturé God says to Pharath'| made you . .
king S0 you could do this for me. | wanited to/\nd Isaiah cries out about Israel
show my power in you. | wanted my name to “There are so many people of Israel that
be announced in all the world.18S0 God  they are like the grains of sand by the sea.
shows mercy to the people he wants to showBut only a few of those people will be
mercy to. And God makes the people stubbornsaved28Yes, the Lord will quickly finish
that he wants to make stubborn. judging the people on the earth.”

19S0 one of you will ask me: “If God2| s like Isaiah said:
controls the things we do, then why does Gog't 'S like Isaiah said:
blame usfor our sing?” 20 Don’'t ask that, ~ “The Lord has all power. The Lord saved
You are only people. And people have no some of his people for us. If he had not
right to question God. A clay jar does not done that, then we would now be like
question the man that made it. The jar doesSodom? and we would now be like
not say, “Why did you make me like this?” Gomorrah’"*
21The man that makes the jar can make
anything he wants to make. He can use t
same clay to make different things. He Cﬁ
make one thing for special purposes a
another thing for daily use.

30So what does all this mean? It means this:
at the non-Jews were not trying to make
flemselves right with God. But they were
made right with God. They became right
because of their faitf2!And the people of

Israet tried to follow a law to make themselves

“At the right time ... son” Quote from Gen. 18:10,14.
father(s) Important ancestors of the Jews.

“The older ... younger” Quote from Gen. 25:23. Israel The Jewish nation (people).

Scripture(s) Holy Writings—the Old Testament. “There are ... earth” Quote from Isa. 10:22-23.

‘... Esau” Quote from Mal. 1:2-3. Sodom, Gomorrah Cities where evil people lived. God punished
“I will show ... show pity to” Quote from Ex. 33:19. them by destroying their cities.

Pharaoh The title of the king of Egypt. “The Lord ... Gomorrah” Quote from Isa. 1:9.

“I made ... world” Quote from Ex. 9:16.
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right with God. But they did not succeedAny person that trusts in hifChrist) will never
32Why not? Because they tried to makiee disappointed:”12That Scripture says “any
themselves right by the things they did. Theyerson” because there is no difference between
did not trust in God to make them right. Thejew and non-Jew. The same Lord is the Lord of
fell over the stone that makes people f&The all people. The Lord gives many blessings to all
Scripturé talks about that stone: people that trust in himi3Yes, the Scripture
“Look, | put in Ziorf a stone Egyssél vlggiry person that trusts in the Lord will
it i;hgtrgvcllll( rgp]%ﬁvﬁfe%pgﬁestumble. 14But before people can trust in the Lord for
people fall. help. th believe in him. And bef
But any person that trusts in that rock e P they must believe in him. And before
: : - le can believe in the Lord, they must hear
will never be disappointed. people C !
\saiah 8:14: 28:16 about him. And for people to hear about the
' Lord, another person must tell the#¥And
1OBrothers and sisters, the thing | wartefore a person can go and tell them, that
most is for all the Jews to be savegerson must be sent. Like the Scriptresy,
That is my prayer to Godl can say this about‘Beautiful are the feet of those people that
the Jews: They really try to follow God. Butome to tell good news.”
they don’t know the right wayeThey did not  16But not all the Jewsaccepted that good
know the way that God makes people rightws. Isaiah said, “Lord, who believed the
with him. And they tried to make themselvetings we told them?"17So faith comes from
right in their own way. So they did not accepfearing the Good News. And people hear
God's way of making people rightChrist the Good Newswhen a person tells them
ended the law so that every person thalbout Christ.
believes in him is made right with God. 18But | ask, “Did people not heajthe
SMoses writes about being made right bgood News?” Yes, they heard-fike the
following the law. Moses says, “A person th&cripturé says:
wants to find life by following these thingie R
law) must do the things the law saysiBut this Their voices went out all around the world.
is what the Scriptufesays about being made Their words went everywhere
right through faith: “Don’t say to yourself, ‘Who in the world.
will go up into heaven?” (That means, “Who Psaim 13:4
will go up to heaven to get Christ and bring hinvAgain | ask, “Did the people of Isrdehot

down to earth?”J*And don't say, ‘Who will go understand?” Yes, they did understand. First,
down into the world below?™ (That means, Moses says thigor God;
“Who will go down to get Christ and bring him

up from death?’§This is what the Scripture | Will Use @ people thatis not really a nation
says: “God's teaching is near you; it is in your to make you jealous.

mouth and in your heart. That teaching is the | will use a nation that does not
teaching of faith that we tell peopléf you understand

openly say, “Jesus is Lord,” and if you believe to make you angry.

in your heart that God raised Jesus from death, Deuteronomy 32:21

then you will be savedOYes, we believe with 20Then |saiah is bold enough to say tHis
our heart, and so we are made right with Gagg-
And we use our mouth to say that we believe,

and so we are savedyYes, the Scripturesays, ‘Any person .. disappointed” Quote from Isa. 28:16.
“Every person ... saved” Quote from Joel 2:32.
“Beautiful ... good news” Quote from Isa. 52:7.

Scripture(s) Holy Writings—the Old Testament. “Lord ... them" Quote from Isa. 53:1.
Zion Another name for Jerusalem, the city of God's people. ~ Good News The news that God has made a way for people to
“A person ... says” Quote from Lev. 18:5. have their sins forgiven and live with him forever.

Verses 6-8Quotes from Deut. 30:12-14. Israel The Jewish nation (people).
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“The people that were not looking for me—  “God caused the people to fall asleep.”
those people found me. Isaiah 29:10
| showekdf n:yns]elf”to people that_d'd npt “God closed their eyes so that
asiorme. Isaiah 65:1 they could not seghe truth

21,God said this through Isaiah about the non- and God closed their ears so that
Jewish people But about the Jewish people ~ they could not heathe truth)
God says, “All day long | have waited for ~ This continues until now.”
those people, but they refuse to obey and Deuteronomy 29:4

refuse to follow me.” 9And David says:

God Has Not Forgotten His People “Let those people be caught and trapped
1 So | ask, “Did God throw out his at their own feasts. .
people?” No! | myself am an Israelite Let those people fall and be punished.
(Jew) | am from the family of Abraharnfrom 10 Lettheir eyes be closed so they
the family group of Benjamir’God chose the cannot seghe truth.
Israelites to be his people befqthey were And let them be troubled forever.”
born. And God did not throw out those people. Psalm 69:22-23

Surely you know what the SCripturgays about 115, | ask: When the Jews fell, did that fall
Elijah.” The Scripture tells about Elijah praying stroy them? No! But their mistake brought

to God against the people of Israel. Eljah Sat§§Ivation to the non-Jews. This happened to
*Lord, the people have kiled your prophetsaye the Jews jealousZThe Jews’ mistake

and destroyed your altarsl am the only o qht rich blessings for the world. And what
prophet still living. And the people are trying e je\ys lost brought rich blessings for the
kill me now.™ 4But what answer did God g|v3l

" e on-Jewish people. So surely the world will
Eljah? God said, *I have kept for myself 7,000q¢ 1 ch ricrrjwerpblessings Whyen enough Jews

men that still worship me. These 7,000 Mfkcme the kind of people God wants.

have not given worship to Badl’ SIt is the ““13you | am speaking to you people that are
same now. There are a few people that God Wag je\ys. | am an apostieo the non-Jews. So
chosen by his gracgindness)6And if God hile | have that work, | will do the best | can.

chose his people by grace, then it is not the 1, ona | can make mv own peonlée Jews
things they have done that made,them God. Iou%. That way, ma))//be | c%n ﬁelp some) of
people. If they could be made God's people Bfem tq he saved5God tumed away from the
the things they did, then God's gift of grac§e\ys "When that happened, God became
W°7U|d ”ﬁ.t reallyrlloe %g'ﬁ'h Th friends with the other people in the world. So
So this is what has happened: The peoplgen"God accepts the Jews, then surely that
of Israel(the Jews}ried to be right with Gogl yy bring to peaple life after deatfidif the first
But they did not succeed. But the people GBﬁ!ece of bread is offered to God, then the whole

chose didbecome right with him The other |oatis made holy. If the roots of a tree are holy,
people became hard and refused to ||stent(|ﬂ%n the tree's branches are holy too.

God.SLike it is written,in the Scriptures: 171t is like, some of the branches from an

olive tree have been broken off, and the

“Allday .. follow me” Quote from Isa. 65:2. branch of a wild olive tree has been joined to

Abraham The most respected ancestor of the Jews. that ﬁrst tree. You non-Jews are the same as
Scripture(s) Holy Writings—the Old Testament. that wild branch, and you now share the
Eljah A prophet that lived about 3. strength and life of the first treghe Jews)
g{tﬂeﬁ\sﬁﬁgﬂi ?;ﬁ?ﬁgggﬁr‘iﬁces are offered 1850 don't boast about those branches that
“Lord ... now"  Ouote from 1 Kings 19:10, 14, were broken off. You have no reason to boast.

Baal The name of a false god.
“I have ... Baal" Quote from 1 Kings 19:18. apostle A person Jesus chose to represent him in a special way.
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Why? You don't give life to the root. The rootare still God's chosen people. So God loves
gives life to you.1%ou will say, “Branches them very much. God loves them because of
were broken off so that | could be joined tgthe promises he made,ttheir fathers2God
their tree.”20That is true. But those branchesever changes his mind about the people he
were broken off because they did not believealls and the things he gives them. And God
And you continue to be part of the tree onlpever takes back his call to the peopteAt
because you believe. Don't be proud, but tene time you refused to obey God. But now
afraid.21f God did not let the natural brancheyou have received mercy, because those
of that tree stay, then he will not let you stapeople(the Jews)refused to obey3’And now
if you don’t believe. the Jews refuse to obey, because God showed

2250 you see that God is kind, but he camercy to you. But this happened so that they
also be very strict. God punishes those peoptn also receive mercy from Go#tAll people
that stop following him. But God is kind tchave refused to obey God. God has put all
you, if you continue following in his kindnesspeople together as people that don't obey him,
If you don’t continue following him, you will so that God can show mercy to all people.
be cut off from the treg 23And if the Jews :
will believe in God again, then God will Praise to God
accept the Jews back again. God is able to put®Yes, God's riches are very great! God's
them back where they wer#lt is not natural Wisdom and knowledge have no end! No
for a wild branch to become part of a godeerson can explain the things God decides. No
tree. But you non-Jews are like a branch d@@rson can understand God's wafftike the
from a wild olive tree. And you were joined t&Cripture says,
a good olive tree. But those Jews are like @ “\yho knows the mind of the Lord?
branch that grew from the good tree. So surely g s able to give God advice?”
they can be joined to their own tree again. Isaiah 40:13

25 want you to understand this secret truth, , ,
brothers and sisters. This truth will help you®® “Who has ever given God anything?
understand that you don’t know everything. God owes nothing to any person.”
The truth is this: Part of Isrddhas been made Job 41:11

non-Jews have come to GotAnd that is contines through God and for God. To God
how all Israel will be saved. It is writtgim the  pa the glory forever! Amen.

Scripture;:

“The Savior will come from Zioh Give Your Lives to God

- ; So brothers and sisters, | beg you to do
e \%\glrlnti%kgfajv;%gll evi from the 1 omething. God has shown us great

27 - - - mercy. So offer your lives as a living sacrifice
And {r;/(v)nslempaelgepfgls agreement with to God. Your offering must be only for God
when | take away their sins.” and will be pleasing to him. This offering of
lsaiah 502021 079 yourselves is the spiritual way for you to
’ worship(serve)God.2Don’t change yourselves
28The Jews refuse to accept the Good be like the people of this world. But let God
News; so they are God'’s enemies. This hashange you inside with a new way of thinking.
happened to help you non-Jews. But the JewRen you will be able to decide and accept
what God wants for you. You will be able to
Israel The Jewish nation (people). know what things are good and pleasing to

Scripture(s) Holy Writings—the Old Testament. ;
Zion Another name for Jerusalem, the city of God’s people. God and what thlngs are perfECt'

Jacob Father of the twelve family groups of Israel.
Good News The news that God has made a way for people to
have their sins forgiven and live with him forever. sacrifice An offering or gift to God.
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3God has given me a special gift. That is wiwith people who are not important to other
| have something to say to every person amaogpople. Don't be conceited.
you. Don't think that you are better than you 17If someone does wrong to you, don't pay
really are. You must see yourself like you reallyim back by doing wrong to him. Try to do the
are. Decide what you are by the kind of faitiings that all people think are godéDo the
God has given youiEach one of us has onéest you can to live in peace with all people.
body, and that body has many parts. These paddy friends, don't try to punish people when
don't all do the same thingIn the same way, they do wrong to you. Wait for God to punish
we are many people, but in Christ we are all otfeem with his anger. It is written: “I am the
body. We are the parts of that body. And ea€ne who punishes; | will pay people back,”
part of that body belongs to all the other parsays the Lord?0But you should do this: “If
6We all have different gifts. Each gift camgour enemy is hungry, feed him; if your
because of the gragkindnessithat God gave enemy is thirsty, give him something to drink.
us. If a person has the gift of prophédpen In this way you will make that person
that person should use that gift with the faith lashamed’” 21Don’t let evil defeat you. You
has.’If a person has the gift of serving, then thahould defeat evil by doing good.
person should serve. If a person has the gift of
teaching, then that person should tedtha Obey Your Government Rulers
person has the gift of comforting other peop& 3A|| of you must obey the government
then that person should comfort. If a person hele \rulers. Every person who rules was
the gift of giving to help other people, then thgiven the power to rule by God. And all the
person should give freely. If a person has tReople that rule now were given that power by
gift of being a leader, then that person shouflgdd. 2So the person that is against the
work hard when he leads. If a person has the gitvernment is really against something God
of showing kindness to other people, then tHa@s commanded. People that are against the
person should be glad to do that. government cause themselves to be punished

9Your love must be real. Hate the thinggeople that do right don't have to fear the
that are evil. Do only the things that are gootHlers. But those people that do wrong must
10_ove each other in a way that you feel cloggar the rulers. Do you want to be free from
to each other like brothers and sisters. Ydggring the rulers? Then you should do right. If
should want to give your brothers and sisteygu do right, then the rulers will praise yotA
more honor than you want for yourse|1{U|€l’ is God's servant to help you. But if you do
11Don't be lazy when you need to be workingrong, then be afraid. The ruler has the power
for the Lord. Be spiritually excited about0 punish, and he will use that power. He is
serving him.12Be happy because you havg0d's servant to punish people that do wrong.
hope. Be patient when you have troubles. Prayo you must obey the government. You should
all the time.13Share with God's people thapbey because you might be punished if you
need help. Look for people that need help, afién’t obey. And you should also obey because
welcome those people into your homes. ~ You know that is the right thing to do.

14Say only good things to those people that®And this is why you pay taxes too. Those
do bad things to you. Say good things to theters are working for God and give all their
and don't curse them5When other people arlime to the work of ruling/Give all people
happy, you should be happy with them. Anhat you owe them. If you owe them any kind
when other people are sad, you should be §dax, then pay it. Show respect to the people
with them.16Live together in peace with each

other. Don't be proud. Be willing to be friends
“lam ... back” Quote from Deut. 32:35.
you will make that person ashamed Literally, “you will pour
burning coals on his head.” People in Old Testament times
gift of prophecy The ability that God gives a person to speak often put ashes on their heads to show they were sad or sorry.
for him. “If your ... ashamed” Quote from Prov. 25:21-22.
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you should respect. And show honor to theerson believes he can eat only vegetables.

people you should honor, 3The person that knows that he can eat any
. kind of food must not feel that he is better than
Loving Other People Is the Only Law the person that eats only vegetables. And the

8Don’'t owe people anything. But you willperson that eats only vegetables must not
always owe love to each other. The person thicide that the person that eats all foods is
loves other people has obeyed all the fawyrong. God has accepted that perséyiou
9Why do | say this?Because the law sayscannot judge another person’s servant. His
“You must not do the sin of adultetyou own master decides if he is doing right or
must not murder anyone, you must not stegfong. And the Lord’s servant will be right,
anything, you must not want things that belongecause the Lord is able to make him right.
to other peopler”All these commands and all 50ne person might believe that one day is
other commands are really only one rul@iore important than another. And another
“Love other people the same as you loyerson might believe that every day is the same.
yourself.™ 10Love doesn't hurt other peopleEach person should be sure about his own
So loving is the same as obeying all the law. beliefs in his own mindéThe person that thinks
~ W say these things because you know that Wie day is more important than other days is
live in an important time. Yes, it is now '[II’T]Gl fOI"doing that for the Lord. And the person that
you to wake up from your sleep. Our salvation igats all kinds of food is doing that for the Lord.
nearer now than when we first believédThe Yes, he gives thanks to Gofr that food. And
night is almost finished. The dayis aimost the person that refuses to eat some foods does
here. So we should stop doing things that belofigat for the Lord. And he gives thanks to God.
to darknesgsin). We should prepare ourselves to 7ves, we all live for the Lord. We don't
fight evil with the weapons that belong to thRve or die for ourselvessif we Tive, we are
light (good) 13We should live in a right way, like living for the Lord. And if we die, we are dying
people that belong to the day. We should nesr the Lord. So living or dying, we belong to
have wild and wasteful parties. We should neke Lord. 9That is why Christ died and rose
be drunk. We should not do sexual sins or sin ffom death to live again. Christ did this so that
any way with our bodies. We should not causge could be Lorduler) over people that have
arguments and trouble or be jealodsBut died and people that are living®So why do
become like the Lord Jesus Christ, so whgiu judge your brothejin Christ? Or why do
people see what you do, they will see Chriglou think that you are better than your brother?
Don't think about how to satisfy your sinful selfwe will all stand before God, and he will judge

and the bad things you want to do. us all. 1Yes, it is written in the Scripturés
Don't Criticize Other People “Every person will bow before me;

1 Don't refuse to accept into your group every person will say that I am God.
person that is weak in faith. And As surely as | live, these things will

don't argue with that person about his happen, says the Lo(God)"

different ideas2One person believes that he Isaiah 45:23

can eat any kind of foodhe wants. Butif 1554 each of us will have to explain to God
another person’s faith is weak, then tha&bout the things we do.

law God's Iaw.'lt is represented in t_he law of Moses. Don't Cause Other People to Sin

adultery Breaking a marriage promise by sexual sin. 13 hould iuda h oth

“You must not ... people” Quote from Ex. 20:13-15, 17. S0 we shou stop Ju ging eac Ot_ er. We
“Love other people ... yourself” Quote from Lev. 19:18. must decide not to do anything that will make
night Used as a symbol of the sinful world we live in. a brother or sister weak or fall into sidl am

day Used as a symbol of the good time that is coming. ; ;
any kind of food The Jewish law said there were some fooolg1 the Lord Jesus. And I know that there is no

Jews should not eat. When Jews became Christians, some of
them did not understand they could now eat all foods. Scripture(s) Holy Writings—the Old Testament.
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food that is wrong to eat. But if a persohim;: “Those people that insulted you have
believes that something is wrong, then thatso insulted me.” 4Everything that was
thing is wrong for him5If you hurt your written in the past was written to teach us.
brother’s faith because of something you edthose things were written so that we could
then you are not really following the way ohave hope. That hope comes from the patience
love. Don't destroy a person’s faith by eatingnd strength that the Scriptures give us.
something;that he thinks is wrong Christ SPatience and strength come from God. And |
died for that persontsDon’t allow something pray that God will help you all agree together
that you think is good to become somethirtge way Christ Jesus wané3hen you will all
that other people say is evifln the kingdom be joined together. And all together you will
of God, eating and drinking are not importangive glory (praise)to God the Father of our
In the kingdom of God, the important thingkord Jesus Christ/Christ accepted you. So
are these: living right with God, peace, and joyou should accept each other. This will bring
in the Holy Spirit: 18Any person who servesglory to God.8l tell you that Christ became a
Christ by living this way is pleasing God. Andervant of the Jews to show that what God
that person will be accepted by other people.promises is true. Christ did this to prove that
19S0 let us try as hard as we can to do t®d will do the things he promised the Jewish
things that make peace. And let us try to do tfehers.°Christ also did this so that the non-
things that will help each othe¥Don't let the Jews could give glory to God for the mercy he
eating of food destroy the work of God. Algives to them. The Scripturesay,
food is right to eat. But it is wrong for a person .« o
to eat something that makes another person 50! mg %'gﬁ_ggméﬁ toe)(/)OLljegmong
fall into sin. 21t is better not to eat meat or | will sin praise top oupr name.”
drink wine if that makes your brother or sister gp y Psalm 1849
fall into sin. It is better not to do anything that '
will make your brother or sister sin. 10And the Scripturésalso say,
22Your beliefs about these things should be « )
kept secret between yourself and God. What a You rt1(<)) n-Jews should pe happy ;
eLIEL . gether with God's people.
blessing it is for a person if he can do the Deuteronomy 32:43
things he thinks are right without feelin Ve
guilty. 23But if a person eats somethinnghe Scripturesalso say,
without being sure that it is right, then that  «poica the Lord all you non-Jews;
person makes himself wrong. Why? Because all people should praise the Lord.”
that person did not believe that it was right. Pealm 117:1
And if a person does anything without _ '
believing that it is right, then it is sin. 12And Isaiah says,

1 W‘T arteﬁ strong "l"ith fﬁith' So we ?(ho\bj\}d “A person will come from Jesse’s famfly.
€p he peopie who are weak. We That person will come to rule over
should help those people with their the non-Jews:

weaknesses. We should not try to please .4 on-Jews will have hope

ourselves2Each of us should please other because of that persongaian 11:10
people. We should do this to help them. We sl 1
should try to help them be stronger in faith. 13| pray that the God who gives hope will
3Even Christ did not live trying to pleasdill you with much joy and peace while you
himself. It was like the Scripturesaid,about trust in him. Then you will have more and

Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of

Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he dd@$ose people ... me” Quote from Ps. 69:9.

God’s work among people in the world. Jesse’s family Jesse was the father of David, king of Israel. Jesus
Scripture(s) Holy Writings—the Old Testament. was from their family.
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more hope, and it will flow out of you by the Paul's Plan to Visit Rome

power of the Holy Spirit. 22That is why many times | was stopped
: from coming to you.
Paul Talks About His Work 23Now | have finished my work in these

1My brothers and sisters, | am sure that y@deas here. And for many years | have wanted
are full of good. | know that you have all they visit you.24So | will visit you when | go to
knowledge you need and that you are abled@ain. Yes, | hope to visit you while | am
teach each othet>But | have written t0 you traveling to Spain, and | will stay and enjoy
very openly about some things that | wantegbing with you. Then you can help me on'my
you to remember. | did this because God gaf. 25Now | am going to Jerusalem to help
me this special gift:to be a minister of ChristGod’s people26Some of God’s people in
Jesus. God made me a minister to help thérusalem are poor. Andhe believers ip
non-Jewish people. | serve God by teachingacedonia and Achaia wanted to help those
his Good News. | do this so that the nonpeople. So they gathered some money to give
Jewish people may be an offering that Gadlem. 27, The believers ipMacedonia and
will accept. Those people are made hdiyr Achaia were happy to do this. And really
God by the Holy Spirit. , they should help those believers in

17So | am proud of the things | have dongerusalem. They should help because they are
for God in Christ Jesugél will not talk about non-Jews and have shared in the Jews'
anything | did myself. | will talk only aboutspiritual blessings. So they should use the
the things that Christ has done with me Hings they have to help the Jews. They owe
leading the non-Jewish people to obey Goghis to the Jews?28l must be sure that the
They have obeyed God because of the thingsdor people in Jerusalem get all this money
have said and doné?And they obeyed Godthat has been given for them. After | finish
because of the power of the miraclesid the this work, then I will leave for Spain. While |
great things they saw, and because of th@ traveling to Spain, | will stop and visit
power of God's Spirit. | have told people thgou. 29 know that when | visit you, | will
Good News about Christ in every place frompring you Christ’s full blessing.
Jerusalem to Illyricumi. And so | have  30Brothers and sisters, | beg you to help me
finished that part of my work9 always want in my work by praying to God for me. Do this
to tell the Good News in places where peopicause of our Lord Jesus and the love that the
have never heard of Christ. | do this becausgibly Spirit gives us.3!Pray that | will be
don’t want to build on the work that anothesaved from the non-believers in Judea. And
person has already startedBut it is written pray that this help | bring to Jerusalem will

dn the Scripture; please God's people ther&2Then, if God
“The people that were not told wants me to, | will come to you. | will come
about him(the Christ)will see, with joy, and together you and | will have a
and those people that have not heard time of rest.55The God that gives peace be
about him will understand.” with you all. Amen.
Isaiah 52:15

Paul Has Some Final Things to Say

Spirit, Holy Spirit Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Ql 6lowan_t you to know that you can trust
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he d ur sisterin Christ, Phoebe. She is a

God's work among people in the world. ipecial helpérin the church in Cenchredl
S

Good News The news that God has made a way for people ;
have their sins forgiven and live with him forever. k you to accept her in the Lord. ACCGp'[ her

holy A holy person is pure, belongs only to God, and does only
the things that God wants.
miracle(s) Amazing things done by the power of God.
lllyricum A Roman province far north and west of Greece. special helper Literally, “deacon,” a Greek word meaning
Scripture(s) Holy Writings—the Old Testament. ‘servant.” See 1 Tim. 3:11.
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the way God'’s people should. Help her with 17Brothers and sisters, | ask you to be very
anything she needs from you. She has helpmaeful of those people that cause people to be
me very much, and she has helped many othgainst each other. Be very careful of those
people too. people that upset other people’s faith. Those
3Say hello to Priscilla and Aquila. Theyeople are against the true teaching you learned
work together with me in Christ JesdShey Stay away from those peopléPeople like that
risked their own lives to save my life. | anare not serving our Lord Christ. They are only
thankful to them, and all the non-Jewistloing things to please themselves. They use
churches are thankful to thefilso, say hello fancy talk and say nice things to fool the people
to the church that meets at their house. that don’t know about evil°All the believers
Say hello to my dear friend Epaenetus. Heve heard that you obey. So | am very happy
was the first person to follow Christ in Asia.because of you. But | want you to be wise about
6Say hello to Mary. She worked very hard fdhe things that are good. And | want you to
you.7Say hello to Andronicus and Junia. Thegnow nothing about things that are evil.
are my relatives, and they were in prison with 20The God that brings peace will soon defeat
me. They were followers of Christ before $atanthe deviljand give you power over him.
was. And they are some of the most importantThe grace(kindness)of our Lord Jesus be
of the people that Christ sent out to do higth you.
work.* They were believers in Christ before | 2ITimothy, a worker together with me, says
was.8Say hello to Ampliatus, my dear friendello to you. Also Lucius, Jason, and Sosipater
in the Lord.9Say hello to Urbanus. He is dthese are my relatives) say hello to you.
worker together with me for Christ. And say 22 am Tertius, and | am writing these things
hello to my dear friend StachySay hello to that Paul says. | say hello to you in the Lord.
Apelles. He was tested and proved that he?3Gaius is letting me and the whole church
truly loves Christ. Say hello to all those peopltere use his home. He also says hello to you.
that are in the family of AristobulugiSay Erastus and our brother Quartus say hello to
hello to Herodion, my relative. Say hello to ajfou. Erastus is the city treasurer het€.
the people in the family of Narcissus that 25Glory to God. God is the One who can
belong to the Lord!2Say hello to Tryphaenamake you strong in faith. God can use the
and Tryphosa. Those women work very hafgood News that | teach to make you strong.
for the Lord. Say hello to my dear friendhat is the Good News about Jesus Christ that
Persis. She has also worked very hard for théell people. That Good News is the secret
Lord. 13Say hello to Rufus. He is a specidfuth that God has made known. That secret
person in the Lord. Say hello to his mothetruth was hidden since the beginnirf§But
She has been a mother to me alé8ay hello that secret truth has now been shown to us.
to Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patroba&nd that truth has been made known to all
Hermas, and all the brotheis Christ that are people. It has been made known by the things
with them.15Say hello to Philologus and Juliathe prophets wrote. This is what God
Nereus and his sister, and Olympas. And sagmmanded. And that secret truth has been
hello to all the saintgbelievers)with them. made known to all people, so that they can
16When you see each other, say hello withb&lieve and obey God. God lives forever.
holy kiss. All of Christ's churchegroups of 2/Glory forever to the only wise God through
believers)say hello to you. Jesus Christ. Amen.

Verse 24 Some Greek copies add verse 24: “The grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you. Amen.”
Good News The news that God has made a way for people to
Asia The western part of modern Turkey. have their sins forgiven and live with him forever.
most important ... work Literally, “important among (or to) prophets People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote books
the apostles.” that are part of the Old Testament.



