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2 Corinthians

Greetings from Paul, an apostief Christ God, who raises people from deatf#God
Jesus. | am an apostle because that is weated us from these great dangers of death.

God wanted. And God will continue to save us. We have put
Greetings also from Timothy our brother our hope in him, and he will continue to save
Christ. us. 11And you can help us with your prayers.

To God's church that lives in Corinth and tdhen many people will give thanks for us—that
all of God's people in the whole country o6od blessed us because of their many prayers.
Achaia:

2Grace (kindness)and peace to you from The Change in Paul's Plans
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  12This is what we are proud of, and | can say

_ with all my heart that it is true: In all the things
Paul Gives Thanks to God we have done in the world, we have done
3Praise be to the God and Father of our Loggterything with an honest and pure heart from
Jesus Christ. God is the Father who is full God. And this is even more true in the things
mercy. He is the God of all comfortHe we have done with you. We did this by God's
comforts us every time we have trouble, gpace(kindness)not by the kind of wisdom the
that we can comfort other people any timgorld has.13The only things we write to you
they have trouble. We can comfort them withre things that you can read and understand.
the same comfort that God gives 9&le share And | hope that you will fully understand4ike
in the many sufferings of Christ. In the sam@u have already understood some things about
way, much comfort comes to us througs. | hope that you will understand that you can
Christ.6If we have troubles, those troubles atee proud of us, like we will be proud of you on
for your comfort and salvation. If we havéhe day our Lord Jesus Christ comes again.
comfort, it is for your comfort. This helps you 13 was very sure of all this. That is why |
to patiently accept the same sufferings that weade plans to visit you first. Then you could
have.”Our hope for you is strong. We knovbe blessed twicelél planned to visit you on
that you share in our sufferings. So we knomy way to Macedonia. Then | planned to visit
that you also share in our comfort. you again on my way back. | wanted to get
8Brothers and sisters, we want you to knowelp from you for my trip to Jude&’Do you
about the trouble we suffered in the country dhink that | made those plans without really
Asia.” We had great burdens there. Ththinking? Or maybe you think | make plans
burdens were greater than our own strengtike the world makes plans, so that | say, “Yes,
We even gave up hope for lif€Truly in our yes”and “No, no” at the same time.
own hearts we believed that we would die. But 18But if you can believe God, then you can
this happened so that we would not trust ibelieve that what we tell you is never both
ourselves. It happened so that we would trustiiyes” and “No.” 19The Son of God, Jesus
Christ, that Silas and Timothy and | told you
apostle(s) The men Jesus chose to represent him in a special w@ybou'[ was not “Yes” and “No.” In Christ it has
Asia The western part of modern Turkey. always been “Yes.20The “Yes” to all of
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God's promises is in Christ. And that is whforgiven—if | had anything to forgive—I
we say “Amef” through Christ to the glory offorgave it for you, and Christ was with miél
God. 2'And God is the One who makes yodid this so that Satafthe Devil)would not win
and us strong in Christ. God gave us haything from us. We know very well what
special blessing.22He put his mark on us toSatan’s plans are.
show that we are his. And he put his Spirit o
our hearts to be a guaranteg-proof that he Paul's Anxiety in Troas
will give us what he promisgd 12| went to Troas to tell people the Good
23 tell you this, and | ask God to be myNews of Christ. The Lord gave me a good
witness that this is true: The reason | did natpportunity there3But | had no peace
come back to Corinth was that | did not warttecause | did not find my brother Titus there.
to punish or hurt you?4 don't mean that we So | said good-bye and went to Macedonia.
are trying to control your faith. You are strong . .
in faith. But we are workers with you for your Victory Through Christ
own happiness. 14But thanks be to God. God always leads
So | decided that my next visit to yows in victory through Christ. God uses us to
would not be another visit to make yowspread his knowledge everywhere like a
sad.2If | make you sad, then who will makesweet-smelling perfume>Our offering to
me happy? Only you can make me happy-&od is this: We are the sweet smell of Christ
you that | made sackl wrote you a letter for among people who are being saved and among
this reason: so that when | came to you | wouldeople who are being lostéTo the people
not be made sad by those people who showidho are being lost, we are the smell of death
make me happy. | felt sure of all of you. | felthat brings death. But to the people who are
sure that all of you would share my jo$vhen being saved, we are the smell of life that
| wrote to you before, | was very troubled andrings life. So who is good enough to do this
unhappy in my heart. | wrote with many tearswvork? 1\We don’t sell the word of God for a
| did not write to make you sad. | wrote so thaprofit like many other people do. No! But in
you could know how much | love you. Christ we speak in truth before God. We speak
like men sent from God.
Forgive the Person Who Did Wrong
5A person,in your group has caused Servants of God's New Agreement
sadness. He caused this sadness not to me /QhAre we starting to boast about ourselves
to all of you—I mean he caused sadness to weldagain? Do we need letters of introduction
in some way. (I don't want to make it sountb you or from you, like some other people?
worse than it really is.yThe punishment that2You yourselves are our letter. That letter is
most of your group gave him is enough fawritten on our hearts. It is known and read by
him. 7But now you should forgive him andll people.3You show that you are a letter
encourage him. This will keep him fromrom Christ that he sent through us. This letter
having too much sadness and giving ug not written with ink but with the Spifitof
completely.8So | beg you to show him thathe living God. It is not written on stone
you love him.9This is why | wrote to you. | tablets: It is written on human hearts.
wanted to test you and see if you obey in4We can say these things, because through
everything.10If you forgive a person, then IChrist we feel sure before God.don’t mean
also forgive that person. And what | havihat we are able to say that we can do anything
\good ourselves. It is God who makes us able

Amen To say “Amen” means to agree strongly.

gave us his special blessingiterally, “anointed us.” Good News, gospelThe news that God has made a way for

Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of  people to have their sins forgiven and live with him forever.
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he destene tablets, stoneMeaning the law that God gave to Moses,
God's work among people in the world. which was written on stone tablets. See Ex. 24:12; 25:16.
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to do all that we dotGod made us able to bavhen a person changes and follows the Lord,
servants of a new agreemefiom God to his that covering is taken away/The Lord is the
peoplg. This new agreement is not a writteRpirit. And where the Spirit of the Lord is,

law. If is of the Spirit. The written law brings there is freedom:8And our faces are not
death, but the Spirit gives life. covered. We all show the Lord’s glory. We are

being changed to be like him. This change in
us brings more and more glory. This glory

The New Agreement Brings Greater Glory comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.

The old agreementthe law)that brought
death was written with words on stohét
came with,God's, glory. The face of Mosés
was so bright with glory that the people
Israel (the Jews)could not continue looking a
his face. And that glory later disappearé8o
surely the new agreement that brings the Spi
has even more gloryThis is what | mean:
That old agreement judged people guilty of si
but it had glory. So surely the new agreem
that makes people right with God has mu
greater glory10That old agreement had glory
But it really loses its glory when it is compare
to the much greater gloryof the new
agreement 11f the agreement that disappeare
came with glory, then the agreement th
continues forever has much greater glory.

12We have this hope, so we are very bravg
13We are not like MoseS.He put a covering
over his face. Moses covered his face so tl\%‘f
the people of Isragthe Jewswould not see it.
The glory (brightness)was disappearing, and’ -, " .. . -
Moses did not want them to see it erdéBut g:nsg'gigu\}vﬁgﬂpﬁa%agkﬁgsﬁgh'At‘nSdhm'eS :f] tgﬁr
their minds were closed—they could ng , -
understand. Even today that same coverigﬁ)arts' He gave us light by letting us know the

: - f God that is in the face of Christ.
hides the meaning when théihe Jews)read ry 0 .
the writings of the old agreemeritThat "We have this treasurérom God. But we

covering has not been removed. It is tak e only like clay jars that hold the treasure.

away only through Christ:5But even today, is shows that this great power is from God,

t from us.8We have troubles all around us
when these people read the law of Mose 0 ) !
there is a covering over their mindsBut gm we are not defeated. We often don’t know

what to do, but we don't give uPWe are
persecuted, but God does not leave us. We are
hurt sometimes, but we are not destroyed.

Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit ofloWe have the death of Jesus in our own
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he d . . .
Gots work among pacple it the word Bodies. We carry this death so that the life of

agreement In verses 7-11 literally, “service” or “ministry.” Jesus can also be seen in our bO(ﬂB&S).

stone tablets, stoneMeaning the law that God gave to Mosesl!\We are alive, but for Jesus we are always in
which was written on stone tablets. See Ex. 24:12; 25:16.

Moses One of the most important leaders of the Jewish people
during the time of the Old Testament.

old agreement The agreement God gave to the Jews in the tinood News, gospelThe news that God has made a way for
of Moses. Here, it is used to mean the law of Moses on which people to have their sins forgiven and live with him forever.
that agreement was based. The ruler Literally, “The god.”

Spiritual Treasure in Clay Jars

God, with his mercy, gave us this work to
do. So we don’t give up’But we have
urned away from secret and shameful ways.
e don't use trickery, and we don't change
e teaching of God. No! We teach the truth
lainly. This is how we show people who we
e. And this is how they can know in their
arts what kind of people we are before God.
he Good Newsthat we tell people may be
idden. But it is hidden only to those people

ho are lost4The rulef of this world (the

vil) has blinded the minds of people who
n't believe. They cannot see the ligitith)

the Good News—the Good News about the
lory of Christ. Christ is the One who is
xactly like God>We don't tell people about
rselves. But we tell people that Jesus Christ
Lord; and we tell people that we are your
ervants for JesusGod once said, “The light
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danger of death. This happens to us so that e away from the LordWe live by what we
life of Jesus can be seen in our bodies that digelieve, not by what we can se&o | say
12S0 death is working in us, but life isthat we have confidence. And we really want
working in you. to be away from this body and be at home
13The Scripturessay, “I believed, so | with the Lord.%Our only goal is to please
spoke.” Our faith is like that too. We believeGod. We want to please him when we are
and so we speakiGod raised the Lord Jesu$iving here in our body or there with the
from death. And we know that God will alst.ord,. 10We must all stand before Christ to be
raise us with Jesus. God will bring us togethgrdged. Each person will get what he should.
with you, and we will stand before hirtPAll  Each person will be paid for the things he
these things are for you. And so the gradéd—good or bad—when he lived in the
(kindness)of God is being given to more anearthly body.
more people. This will bring more and more

thanks to God for his glory. Helping People Become God's Friends
N _ 11We know what it means to fear the Lord.
Living by Faith So we try to help people accept the truth. God

16That is why we never become weak. Oknows what we really are. And | hope that in
physical body is becoming older and weakafour hearts you know us toé2We are not
but our spirit inside us is made new every dayying to prove ourselves to you again. But we
1"We have small troubles for a while now, bre telling you about ourselves. We are giving
those troubles are helping us gain an eteryali reasons to be proud of us. Then you will
glory. That eternal glory is much greater tharave an answer for those people who are
the troubles!8So we think about the things weroud about things that can be seen. Those
cannot see, not what we see. The things we peeple don't care about what is in a person’s
continue only a short time. And the things weeart.13if we are crazy, then it is for God. If
cannot see will continue forever. we have our right mind, then it is for you.
We know thatour body—the tent we live 14The love of Christ controls us. Why?
in here on earth—will be destroyed. BuBecause we know that Ori€hrist) has died
when that happens, God will have a home ffar all people. So all have dietkChrist died
us to live in. It will not be a home made bfor all people so that the people who live
men. It will be a home in heaven that willvould not continue to live for themselves. He
continue forever2But now we are tired of thisdied for them and was raised from death so
body. We want God to give us our heaventiiat those people would live for him.
home.3It will clothe us and we will not be 6From this time on we don't think of any
naked.“While we live in this ten{body) we person like the world thinks of people. It is
have burdens and we complain. | don’t me#me that in the past we thought of Christ like
that we want to remove this tefitody) But the world thinks. But we don't think that way
we want to be clothegwith our heavenly now. 17If any person is in Christ, then that
homeg. Then this body that dies will be fullyperson is made new. The old things have gone;
covered with life.5This is what God made useverything is made newl8All this is from
for. And he has given us the Spirtb be a God. Through Christ, God made peace
guarantee—a proqthat he will give us this between us and himself. And God gave us the
new life,. work of bringing people into peace with him.
6So we always have courageonfidence) 19 mean that God was in Christ, making peace
We know that while we live in this body, wéetween the world and himself. In Christ, God
did not hold people guilty for their sins. And
Scriptures Holy Writings—the Old Testament. he gave us this message of peate tell

‘I believed ... spoke” Quote from Ps. 116:10. 20
Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit ofpeOplg' So we have been sent to Speak for

Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he d&hriSt- Itis like God is Ca”_ing to people
God's work among people in the world. through us. We speak for Christ when we beg
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you to be at peace with God!Christ had no stopped. It is you that have stopped your
sin. But God made him become sin. God difitelings of love for ust3| speak to you like
this for us, so that in Christ we could becomgou are my children. Do the same as we have

right with God. done—open your hearts also.
We are workers together with God. So we
beg you: Don't let the gracgindness) Warning About Non-Christians
that you received from God be for nothing. 14ygy are not the same as those people who
2God says, don’t believe. So don't join yourselves to
“I heard you at the right time, them. Good and bad don't belong together.
and |'gave you help on the Light and darkness cannot have fellowship
day of salvation.” saiaha9:g  (Sharing) 1SHow can Christ and Beliafthe

o devil) have any agreement? What can a
| tell you that the “right time” is now. Thepeliever have together with a non-believer?
day of salvation” is now. 16God's templé cannot have any agreement

SWe don’t want people to find anythingyith idols” And we are the temple of the
wrong with our work. So we do nothing thalving God. Like God said:

will be a problem to other peopléBut in P

every way we show that we are servants of | Willive with them

God: in accepting many hard things, in and walk with them,

troubles, in difficulties, and in great problems. I Will be their God,

5We are beaten and thrown into prison. People  and they will be my people.”
become upset and fight us. We work hard, and Leviticus 26:11-12
sometimes we get no sleep or folgilVe show 17 “5q come away from those people
that we are servants of Gpdy our and separate yourselves from them,
understanding, by our patience, by our says the Lord.

kindness, and by living purgWe show thig Touch nothing that is not clean,

by the Holy Spirit, by true love,’by speaking : e
the truth, and by God’s power. We use our and | will accept you.” Isaiah 52:11

right living to defend ourselves against18 | will be your father,

everything.8Some people honor us, but other and you will be my sons and daughters,
people shame us. Some people say good things says the Lord All-Powerful.”
about us, but other people say bad things. 2 Samuel 7:8,14

Some people say we are liars, but we speak _ .
beop y p |'?Dear friends, we have these promigesm

truth. °To some people we are not knoywot
important) but we are well known. We seem tof G0d. So we should make ourselves pure—
be dying, but look! We continue to live. Wdree from anything that makes our body or our
are punished, but we are not killééwe have Soul unclean. We should try to become perfect
much sadness, but we are always rejoicirlf).the way we live, because we respect God.
We are poor, but we are making many people
rich in faith, We have nothing, but really we Paul's Joy
have everything. 2Qpen your hearts to us. We have not done
11We have spoken freely to you people wrong to any person. We have not ruinge
Corinth. We have opened our hearts to yoiaith of, any person, and we have not cheated
12Qur feelings of love for you have noany person3l do not say this to blame you. |

God's temple The place where people worship and serve God.
Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of  Here it means a Christian’s body.
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he dddsls False gods made from wood or stone and worshiped by the
God's work among people in the world. non-Jewish people.
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told you before that we love you so much thdor you is stronger when he remembers that
we would live or die with you?l feel very you were all ready to obey. You welcomed
sure of you. | am very proud of you. Youhim with respect and featfl am very happy
give me much courage. And in all of outhat I can trust you fully.
troubles I have great joy.

SWhen we came into Macedonia, we had no Christian Giving
rest. We found trouble all around us. We ha@) And now, brothers and sisters, we want

fighting on the outside and fear on the insid€)you to know about the gra¢endnessthat
SBut God comforts people who are troublesod gave the churchégroups of believersin
And God comforted us when Titus caméle Macedonia?Those believers have been tested
were comforted by his coming and also by th great troubles. And they are very poor
comfort that you gave him. Titus told us abogeople. But they gave much because of their
your wish to see me. He told us that you aggeat joy.3| can tell you that they gave as
very sorry for the things you did. And Titusnuch as they were able. Those believers gave
told me about your great care for me. Whensten more than they could afford. They did
heard this, | was much happier. this freely. No person told them to do this.
8Even if the letter | wrote you made yowBut they asked us again and again—they
sad, | am not sorry | wrote it. | know that lettebegged us to let them share in this service for
made you sad, and | was sorry for that. But God'’s people5And they gave in a way that
made you sad only for a short tinfow I am we did not expect: They gave themselves to
happy. My happiness is not because you wetige Lord and to us beforghey gave their
made sad. | am happy because your sorrgnoney. This is what God want§So we asked
made you change your hearts. You became sitlis to help you finish this special work of
like God wanted. So you were not hurt by ugrace (kindness) Titus is the one who started
in any way.19Being sorry like God wantsthis work.7You are rich in everything—in
makes a person change his heart and life. THigith, in speaking, in knowledge, in truly
leads a person to salvation, and we cannot @anting to help, and in the love you learned

sorry for that. But the kind of sorrow the worldrom us. And so we want you to also be rich in
has will bring deathI1You had the kind of this gift of giving.

sorrow God wanted you to have. Now see 8 am not commanding you to give. But |
what that sorrow has brought you: That sorrowant to see if your love is true love. | do this
has made you very serious. It made you waby showing you that other people really want
to prove that you were not wrong. It made yoto help.9You know the gracékindness)of our
angry and afraid. It made you wao see me Lord Jesus Christ. You know that Christ was
It made you care. It made you want the righich with God, but for you he became poor.
thing to be done. You proved that you wer€hrist did this so that you could become rich
not guilty in any part of that problem2 by his becoming poor.
wrote that letter, but not because of the one 10This is what | think you should do: Last
who did the wrong. And it was not writtenyear you were the first to want to give. And
because of the person who was hurt. Butybu were the first that gavé!So now finish
wrote that letter so that you could see, befote work you startegd Then your “doing” will
God, the great care that you have for uge equalto your “wanting to do.” Give from
13That is why we were comforted. what you havel2f you want to give, then
We were very comforted. And we wergour gift will be accepted. Your gift will be
even happier to see that Titus was so happydged by what you have, not by what you
All of you made him feel good4 boasted to don’t have.13We don’t want you to have
Titus about you. And you showed that | wasoubles while other people are comforted. We
right. Everything that we said to you was trugvant everything to be equakAt this time you
And you have proved that the things that weave plenty. These things you have can help
boasted about to Titus are trdeAnd his love other people to have the things they need.
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Then later, when they have plenty, they cahis to the people in Macedonia. | have told
help you to have the things you need. Then #iem that you people in Achaia were ready to
will be equal 15Like the Scripturessay, give since last year. And your wanting to give
‘ has made most of the people here ready to
The %(ieésr?gtt#:&g?éger;eudcwuch give also.3But | am sending the brothers to
and the person that aathered little you. | don’t want our boasting about you in
did ﬁot have tooglittle p . this to be for nothing. | want you to be ready
‘Exodus 1618 jive | said you would be4lf any of the people
, , , from Macedonia come with me, and they find
Titus and His Companions ~that you are not ready, then we will be
16 thank God because he gave Titus thgshamed. We will be ashamed that we were so
same love for you that | havel7Titus sure of you. (And you will be ashamed too!)
accepted the things we asked him to do. Hgo | thought that | should ask these brothers
wanted very much to go to you. This was hig go to you before we come. They will finish
own idea.18We are sending with Titus themaking ready the gift you promised. Then the
brother who is praised by all the churchegift will be ready when we come, and it will
(groups of believers)This brother is praisedpe a gift you wanted to give—not a gift that
because of his service in the gospePAlso, you hated to give.
this brother was chosen by the churches to gosRemember this: The person who plants

with us when we carry this giftthe money) |ittle will harvest only a little. But the person
We are doing this service to bring glory to thgsho plants much will harvest muchEach
Lord and to show that we really want to help. person should give what he has decided in his
20We are being careful so that no persafeart to give. A person should not give if it
will criticize us about the way we are caringhakes him sad. And a person should not give
for this large gift.2!We are trying to do whatif he thinks he is forced to give. God loves the
is right. We want to do what the Lord accepfserson who gives happil§And God can give
as right and also what people think is right. - you more blessings than you need. Then you
27Also, we are sending with them ouiyill always have plenty of everything. You

brother who is always ready to help. He hagill have enough to give to every good work.
proved this to us in many ways. And hel ike the Scripture'ssay,

wants to help even more now because he has

much faith in you. “He gives generously to the poor;
23Now about Titus—he is my partner. He his kindness will continue forever.”
is working together with me to help you. And Psalm 112:9

about the other brothers—they are sent fromgoq is the One who gives seed to the person
the churcheggroups of believers)and they who plants. And he gives bread for food. And
b”ng g|0l’y to ChrISt.24SO ShOW these meneod W|” give youLspirituaJJ Seed and make
that you really have love. Show them why W%%ur seed grow. He will make a great harvest
are proud of you. Then all the churches cafym your goodnesgiving). 11God will make
see it. you rich in every way so that you can always
- give freely. And your giving through us will
Help for Fellow Christians make people give thanks to GotThis
| really don't need to write to you aboutservice that you do helps the needs of God's
this help for God's peopleZl know that people. But that is not all your service does. It
you want to help. | have been boasting aboigt also bringing more and more thanks to God.
13This service you do is a progf your faith.
People will praise God because of this. They
Scriptures Holy Writings—the Old Testament. will praise God because you follow the

Good News, gospelThe news that God has made a way fogospe1 of ChriSt__the 905pe| you say you
people to have their sins forgiven and live with him forever. Delieve. People will praise God because you
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freely share with them and with all peopleneasure themselves, and they judge
14And when those people pray, they will wisthemselves by what they themselves are. This
they could be with you. They will feel thisshows that they know nothing®But we will
because of the great gragendnessithat God not boast about things outside the work that
gave youlSThanks be to God for his gift thatvas given us to do. We will limit our boasting

is too wonderful to explain. to the work that God gave us. But this work
o includes our work with youl4We are not
Paul Defends His Ministry boasting too much. We would be boasting too

1G/am Paul, and I am begging you. | beguuch if we had not already come to you. But
ou with the gentleness and thee have come to you. We came to you with
kindness of ChristSome people say thdtam the Good Newsof Christ.15We limit our
humble when | am with you, and brave wherbbasting to the work that is ours. We don't
am away2Some people think that we live in &oast in the work other people have done. We
worldly way. | plan to be very bold againshope that your faith will continue to grow. We
those people when | come. | beg you thhbpe that you will help our work to grow
when | come | will not need to use that sanmuch larger6We want to tell the Good News
boldnesswith you,. 3We do live in the world. in the areas beyond your city. We don’t want
But we don't fight in the same way that th#o boast about work that has already been done
world fights.4We fight with weapons that areén another man’s aredBut, “The person who
different from the weapons the world useboasts should boast in the Lord8lt is not
Our weapons have power from God. Thesige person who says that he is good who is
weapons can destrgyhe enemy’sstrong accepted. It is the person that the Lord thinks
places. We destrqpeople’s arguments?And is good who is accepted.
we destroy every proud thing that raises itself
against the knowledge of God. And we capture Paul and the False Apostles
(catch)every thought and make it give up anﬂ_ | wish you would be patient with me
obey Christ.6We are ready to punish an ven when | am a little foolish. But you
person there who does not obey. But first vaee already patient with méd.feel jealousy for
want you to obey fully. you. And this jealousy is a jealousy that comes
’You must look at the facts before you. If fom God. | promised to give you to Christ.
person feels sure that he belongs to Chri€fyrist must be your only husband. | want to
then he must remember that we belong g@ve you to Christ to be his pure bridéBut |
Christ the same as that perséit.is true that am afraid that your minds will be led away
we boast freely about the authoripower)the from your true and pure following of Christ.
Lord gave us. But he gave us this power Tthis might happen the same as Eve was tricked
strengthen you, not to hurt you. So | will ngfooled) by the snakdthe devil)with his evil
be ashamed of that boasting we élodon't ways.4You are very patient with any person
want you to think that | am trying to scare yowho comes to you and tells you things about
with my letters.10Some people say, “Paul’slesus that are different from the things we told
letters are powerful and sound important. Bybu. You are very willing to accept a spirit or a
when he is with us, he is weak. And higospel that is different from the Spiriand
speaking is nothing.1Those people should
know this: We are not there with you now, so
we say these things in letters. But when we are
there with you, we will show the same [POW&Hood News, gospelThe news that God has made a way for
that we show in our letters. people to have their sins forgiven and live with him forever.
12We don't dare to put ourselves in thgﬁipﬁfgﬁgﬂybﬂgn Quote from Jer. 9:24.
same group Wl.th those pEOple who think th irit, Holy Sbiril Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of
they are very important. We don’t compare chyist, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does
ourselves to them. They use themselves toGod's work among people in the world.
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gospel that you received from ugSo you the Lord would talk. | am boasting like a fool.
should be patient with me. 18Many people are boasting about their lives in
5 don't think that those “great apostigsre the world. So | will boast tod9You are wise,
any better than | anflt is true that | am not aso you will gladly be patient with foolsXl
trained speaker. But | do have knowledge. Vkaow you will be patient,because you are
have shown this to you clearly in every way. even patient with a person who forces you to
'l did the work of telling God’s Gooddo things and uses you! You are patient with
News to you without pay. | humbled myselbeople that trick you, or think they are better
to make you important. Do you think that waghan you, or hit you in the facellt is
wrong?8| accepted pay from other churches.shameful to me to say this, but we were too
took their money so that | could serve yéifi. “weak” to do those things to ygu
| needed something when | was with you, | did But if any person is brave enough boas}
not trouble any of you. The brothers who canten | also will be brave and boast. (I am
from Macedonia gave me all that | neededtalking like a fool.)22Are those people
did not allow myself to be a burden to you iHebrews? | am too. Are they Israelite| am
any way. And | will never be a burden to youoo. Are they from Abraham'sfamily? | am
10No person in Achafawill stop me from too. 23Are those people serving Christ? | am
boasting about that. | say this with the truth gkrving him more. (I am crazy to talk like
Christ in me.1JAnd why do | not burden this.) | have worked much harder than those
you,? Do you think it is because | don't lov@eople. | have been in prison more often. |
you? No. God knows that I love you. have been hurt more in beatings. | have been
12And | will continue doing what | amnear death many time&Five times the Jews
doing now. | will continue this because | wartave given me their punishment of 39 hits
to stop those people from having a reasonwdth a whip.25Three different times | was
boast. They would like to say that the worleaten with rods. One time | was almost killed
they boast about is the same as otfshese with rocks. Three times | was in ships that
people are not true apostieShey are workers were wrecked, and one of those times | spent
who lie. And they change themselvesrtake the night and the next day in the seé.have
people think they areapostles of Christ.traveled many, many times. And | have been
14That does not surprise us. Why? Even Satandanger from rivers, from thieves, from my
(the devil)changes himself tomake people own people(the Jews) and from people who
think he is an angel of light.15So it does not are not Jews. | have been in danger in cities, in
surprise us if Satan’s servants makgaces where no people live, and on the sea.
themselves look like servants who work fo&nd | have been in danger with people who
what is right. But in the end those people wilay they are brothers, but are really not

be paid(punished)or the things they do. brothers.2’l have done hard and tiring work,
, , and many times | did not sleep. | have been
Paul Tells About His Sufferings hungry and thirsty. Many times | have been

16] tell you again: No person should thinkvithout food. | have been cold and without
that | am a fool. But if you think that | am &lothes.28And there are many other problems.
fool, then accept me like you accept a foaDne of these is the care | have for all the
Then | can boast a little tod!l boast becausechurches. | worry about them every da.
| feel sure of myself. But | am not talking likefeel weak every time another person is weak. |

feel upset inside myself every time another
person is led into sin.
Good News, gospelThe news that God has made a way for 30|f | must boast, then | will boast about the

people to have their sins forgiven and live with him forever. : 1
apostle(s) The men Jesus chose to represent him in a special w&;h Ings that show that | am weak!God

Achaia The southern part of Greece where Corinth was.
angel of light Messenger from God. The devil fools people so thtebrews, Israelites Other names for the Jewish people.
they think he is from God. Abraham Most respected ancestor of the Jews.
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knows that | am not lying. He is the God antiave weaknesses. | am happy when people say
Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, and he is tmad things to me. | am happy when | have hard
be praised forever3?When | was in times. | am happy when people treat me badly.
Damascus, the governor under King Aretadnd | am happy when | have problems. All
wanted to arrest me. So he put guards aroutitese things are for Christ. And | am happy
the city. 33But ;some friendgput me in a with these things, because when | am weak,
basket. Then they put the basket throughtlaen | am truly strong.

hole in the wall and lowered me down. So |

escaped from the governor. Paul's Love for the Christians in Corinth
. o o 11 have beentalking like, a fool. But you
A Special Blessing in Paul's Life made me do it. You people are the ones who

1 2I must continue to boast. It won't helpshould say good things about me. | am worth
but | will talk now about visiorisand nothing, but those “great apostiésare not
revelations from the Lord.2l know a mahin worth any more than | am!aVhen | was with
Christ who was taken up to the third heaveyou, | did the things that prove that | am an
This happened 14 years ago. | don't know apostle—I did signs, wonders, and miracles.
the man was in his body or out of his body.did these things with much patienc&So
But God knows3-4And | know that this manyou received everything that the other
was taken up to paradisd.don’'t know if he churches have received. Only one thing was
was in his body or away from his body. But hdifferent: | was not a burden to you. Forgive
heard things which he is not able to explaime for this!
He heard things that no man is allowed to tell. 14 am now ready to visit you the third time.
5 will boast about a man like that. But | willAnd | will not be a burden to you. | don’t want
not boast about myself. | will boast only abowny of the things you own. | only want you.
my weaknesse$But if | wanted to boastChildren should not have to save things to
about myself, | would not be a fool. | wouldjive to their parents. Parents should save to
not be a fool, because | would be telling thggve to their children5So | am happy to give
truth. But | won't boast about myself. Why®verything | have for you. | will even give
Because | don't want people to think more ofiyself for you. If | love you more, will you
me than what they see me do or hear me sayove me less?

/But | must not become too proud of the 16t is clear that | was not a burden to you.
wonderful things that were shown to me. SoBut you think thaf | was tricky and used lies
painful probleni was given to me. Thatto catch youlDid | cheat you by using any of
problem is an angel from Satéhe devil) Itis the men | sent to you? No! You know | didn't.
sent to beat me and keep me from being t&% asked Titus to go to you. And | sent our
proud. 8l begged the Lord three times to takierother with him. Titus did not cheat you, did
this problem away from méBut the Lord he? No! You know that Titus and | did the
said to me, “My gracékindness)s enough for same things and with the same spirit.
you. When you are weak, then my power is 1°Do you think that we have been defending
made perfect in you.” So | am very happy tourselves to you all this time? No. We say
boast about my weaknesses. Then Christiese things in Christ. And we say these things
power can live in mel0So | am happy when Ibefore God. You are our dear friends. And

everything that we do is to make you stronger.
vision(s) A vision is something like a dream that God used #01 do this because | am afraid that when |

speak to people. _ _ come you will not be what | want you to be.
revelation(s) A revelation is an opening up (making known) of

truth that was hidden.
a man In 12:2-5 Paul is probably talking about himself in the

third person. apostle(s) The men Jesus chose to represent him in a special way.
paradise A place where good people go when they die. signs, wonders, miraclesPowerful works from God that people
painful problem Literally, “thorn in the flesh.” cannot do without God's help.
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And | am afraid that | will not be what you °Look closely at yourselves. Test
want me to be. | am afraid that your group Yyourselves to see if you apiving, in the faith.
there may be arguing, jealousy, anger, selfiéhu know that Christ Jesus is in you. But if
fighting, evil talk, gossip, pride, andyou fail the tes{are not living in the faith)then
confusion.2l am afraid that when | come tdChrist is not living in you.5But | hope you
you again, my God will make me humblwill see that we have not failed the testVe
before you. | may be saddened by many pfay to God that you will not do anything
you who have sinned. | may be saddengong. It is not important that people see that
because those people have not changed thegr have passed the test. But it is important
hearts to be sorry for their evil lives, for thethat you do what is right, evenjipeople think
sexual sins, and for the shameful things théyat we have failed the testWe cannot do

have done. things that are against the truth. We can only
. . _ do things that are for the trutBWe are happy
Final Warnings and Greetings to be weak, if you are strong. And we pray that

1 | will come to you again. This will beyou will grow stronger and stronget9'm

he third time. And remember, “Fomriting these things while I'm not with you.
every complaint there must be two or thrdén writing so that when | come | will not
people to say that they know it is trug."have to use my power to punish you. The Lord
AVhen | was with you the second time, | gawaive me that power to make you stronger, not
a warning to those people who had sinnetd.destroy you.
Now | am away from you, and | give a Now, brothers and sisters, | say good-bye.
warning to all the other peopl&vho have Try to be perfect. Do the things | have asked
sinned: When | come to you again, | willyou to do. Agree in your minds with each
punish youyfor your sin. 3You want proof that other, and live in peace. Then the God of love
Christ is speaking through mgMly proof is and peace will be with you.
that Christ is not weak ippunishingyou. But ~ 12Give each other a holy kiss when you
Christ is powerful among yoult is true that greet each othet3All God's holy peoplé say
Christ was weak when he was killed on tfeello to you.
cross. But he lives now by God's power. And 14The grace(kindness)of the Lord Jesus
it is true that we are weak in Christ. But fochrist, the love of God, and the fellowship
you we will be alive in Christ by God's power(sharing)of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

holy people Literally, “saints” or “holy ones.” God's people are
called holy because they are made pure through Christ and
belong only to God.
Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does
“For every complaint ... true” Quote from Deut. 19:15. God's work among people in the world.



