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1 Thessalonians

Greetings from Paul, Silas, and Timothyere there with you. Those people tell about
To the church{group of believersthat lives how you stopped worshiping iddlsnd
in Thessalonica. That church is in God thghanged to serve the living and true God.
Father and the Lord Jesus Chrj&od's grace 19You began waiting for God’s Son to come
(kindnesspnd peace be yours. from heaven. God raised that Son from death.
He is Jesus, who saves us from God’s angry
The Life and Faith of the Thessalonians judgment that is coming.
2We always remember you when we pray _ .
and we thank God for all of yodWhen we Pauf's Work in Thessalonica
pray to God our Father we always thank hif)Brothers and sisters, you know that our
for the things you have done because of yodvisit to you was not a failuréBefore we
faith. And we thank him for the work you haveame to you, we suffered in Philippi. People
done because of your love. And we thank hithere said bad things against us. You know all
that you continue to be strong because of yabout that. And when we came to you, many
hope in our Lord Jesus ChrigBrothers and people were against us. But our God helped us
sisters, God loves you. And we know that he be brave. He helped us to tell you his Good
has chosen you to be his peof/e brought News: 3We encouragéteach)people. No
the Good Newsto you. But we did not useperson has fooled us. We are not evil. We are
only words. We brought that Good News withot trying to trick people. Those are not our
power. We brought it with the Holy Spiriand reasons for doing what we déJo. We speak
with sure knowledge that it was true. Also yothe Good News because God tested us and
know how we lived when we were with youtrusted us to tell the Good News. So when we
We lived that way to help yoPAnd you speak, we are not trying to please men. We are
became like us and like the Lord. You sufferdd/ing to please God. God is the One who tests
much, but still you accepted the teaching wiffooks closely atpur heartssYou know that we
joy. The Holy Spirit gave you that joyYou never tried to influence you by saying nice
became an example to all the believers things about you. We were not trying to get
Macedonia and Achai&The Lord’s teaching your money. We had no greed to hide from you.
spread from you in Macedonia and Achai&od knows that this is truéWe were not
And also your faith in God has become knownoking for praise from people. We were not
everywhere. So we don't need to say anythitapking for praise from you or any other people.
about your faithSPeople everywhere tell "We are apostléf Christ. And so when we
about the good way you accepted us when were with you, we could have used our
authority to make you do things. But we were

Good News The news that God has made a way for people to
have their sins forgiven and live with him forever.

Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit ofidols False gods made of wood or stone and worshiped by the
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does non-Jewish people.
God's work among people in the world. apostles The men Jesus chose to represent him in a special way.
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very gentlé with you. We were like a motherwith you, but our thoughts were still with you.)
caring for her little children8We loved you We wanted very much to see you, and we tried
very much. So we were happy to share Godery hard to do this!8Yes, we wanted to come
Good News with you; but not only that—we to you. Truly I, Paul, tried to come many
were also happy to share even our own livésnes, but Satarithe devil)stopped usi®You
with you. 9Brothers and sisters, | know that yoare our hope, our joy, and the crown we will
remember how hard we worked. We workedle proud of when our Lord Jesus Christ
night and day. We did not want to burden yooomes29Truly you are our glory and our joy.
\by making you pay yswhile we did the work 4 1-2We couldn’t come to you, but it was
of telling God’s Good News to you. very hard to wait any longer. So we
10When we were with you believers, weecided to send Timothy to you and stay in
lived in a holy and right way, without faultAthens alone. Timothy is our brother. He
You know that this is true, and God knowsorks with God to tell people the Good Néws
that this is truellYou know that we treatedabout Christ. We sent Timothy to strengthen
each one of you like a father treats his ovemd encourage you in your faithWe sent
children.1aVe encouraged you, we comfortedimothy so that none of you would be upset
you, and we told you to live good lives foby these troubles we have now. You
God. God calls you to his kingdom and gloryyourselves know that we must have these
13Also, we always thank God because of titeubles.4Even when we were with you, we
way you accepted God’'s mess&ggaching) told you that we all would have to suffer. And
You heard that message from us, and ygau know that it happened the way we said.
accepted it like it was God's words, not the&rhis is why | senfTimothy, to you, so that |
words of men. And it really is God’'s messagmuld know about your faith. | sent him when |
(teaching) And that message works in yogould not wait any more. | was afraid that the
people who believel“Brothers and sisters,one (the devil)\who tempts people might have
you are like God's churchépeople)in Christ defeated you with temptations. Then our hard
Jesus that are in Jude&od’s people in Judeawork would have been wasted.
suffered bad things from the other Jews thereSBut Timothy came back to us from you. He
And you suffered the same bad things from tb&d us good news about your faith and love.
people of your own countryt5Those Jews Timothy told us that you always remember us in
killed the Lord Jesus. And they killed tha@ good way. He told us that you want very much
prophets. And those Jews forced us to leavi see us again. And it is the same with us—we
that country(Judea) God is not pleased withwant very much to see youSo, brothers and
them. They are against all peoplé¥es. They sisters, we are comforted about you, because of
try to stop us from teaching the non-Jews. Weur faith. We have much trouble and suffering,
teach the non-Jews so that the non-Jews carbbestill we are comfortecdOur life is really full
saved. But those Jews are adding more ahglou stand strong in the LordPWe have so
more sins to the sins they already have. Theich joy before our God because of you! So we
anger of God has fully come to them now. thank God for you. But we cannot thank him
. N . enough for all the joy we feel®We continue
Paul's Desire to Visit Them Again praying very strongly for you night and day. We
17Brothers and sisters, we were separateday that we can be there and see you again anc
from you for a short time. (We were not thergive you all the things you need to make your
faith strong.
11We pray that our God and Father and our
But ... gentle Several Greek copies have: “But we became babieg.’qrd Jesus will prepare the way for us to

Good News The news that God has made a way for people 1 :
have their sins forgiven and live with him forever. &)me to you. We pray that the Lord wil

Judea The Jewish land where Jesus lived and taught and wh@ﬂkake your love grow. We pray that he will
the church first began. give you more and more love for each other

prophets People who spoke for God. and for all people. We pray that you will love
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all people like we love youl3We pray this so The Lord’s Coming

that your hearts will be made strong. Then you 13Brothers and sisters, we want you to know
will be holy" and without fault before our Godahout those people who have died. We don't
and Father when our Lord Jesus comes Wiffant you to be sad like other people—people

all his holy people. who have no hopé2We believe that Jesus died.
. But we believe that Jesus rose again. So,
A Life That Pleases God because of Jesus, God will raise to be with Jesus

4Brother$ and sisters, now | have somgose people who have dié@What we tell you
other things to tell you. We taught yowow is the Lord’s own message. We who are
how to live in a way that will please God. Anglving now might still be living when the Lord
you are living that way. Now we ask you angomes again. We who are living at that time wil
encourage you in the Lord Jesus to live thgé with the Lord, but not before those people
way more and moréYou know the things we who have already diedSThe Lord himself wil
told you to do. We told you those things by th&sme down from heaven. There will be a loud
authority (power) of the Lord JesusiGod command. That command will be given with the
wants you to be holy.He wants you to stayyoice of the archangeind with the trumpet call
away from sexual sinsGod wants each onef God. And the people who have died and were
of you to learn to control your own body. Usg Christ will rise first.L7After that, we people
your body in a way that is holy and that givegho are still alive at that time will be gathered
honor to God.°Don't let your physical desiresyp with those people who have died. We will be
control you. The people of the world wheaken up in the clouds and meet the Lord in the
don’t know God do thatNone of you should ajr, And we will be with the Lord forevetSo

do wrong to your brothein Christ or cheat encourage each other with these words.
him in this way. The Lord will punish people

that do those things. We have already told you  Be Ready for the Lord’s Coming
and warned you about thaGod called us to [ Now, brothers and sisters, we don’t need
be holy. He does not want us to live in $180  (Jto write to you about times and dates.

the person who refuses to obey this teaching¥sou know very well that the day the Lord
refusing to obey God, not man. And God is thmes again will bga surprisglike a thief
One who gives you his Holy Spifit. ~ who comes at nighBPeople will say, “We
We don't need to write to you about havingave peace and we are safe.” At that time
love for your brothers and sisters in Christ. Godlestruction will come to them quickly.
has already taught you to love each othepestruction will come like the pains of a
L0And truly you do love the brothers and sistefigoman who is having a baby. And those
in all of Macedonia. Brothers and sisters, noyeople will not escapeBut you, brothers and
we encourage you to love them more and mor§isters, are not living in darknegsn). And so
11Do all you can to live a peaceful life. Takenat day will not surprise you like a thié¥ou
care of your own business. Do your own workre all people who belong to the light
We have already told you to do these thinggoodness) You belong to the day. We don't
12f you do these things, then people who afglong to the night or to darkne&siil). 6So
not believers will respect the way you livewe should not be like other people. We should
And you will not have to depend on othefot he sleeping. We should be awake and have

people for what you need. self-control.”People who sleep, sleep at night.
People who get drunk, get drunk at nigigut
holy A holy person is pure and belongs only to God. we belong to the dafgoodness)so we should

God wants ... honor to God Or, God wants each of you to Iearncontro| ourselves. We should wear faith and
to live with your wife in a way that is holy and that gives hon '

r ;
10 God. fove to protect us. And the hope of salvation
Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does
God's work among people in the world. archangel The leader among God's angels.
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should be our helmetGod did not choose usalways try to do what is good for each other
to suffer his anger. God chose us to haaed for all people.

salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 16Always be full of joy. 17Never stop
10Jesus died for us so that we can live togethperying. 1Give thanksto God at all times.
with him. It is not important if we are alive offhat is what God wants for you in Christ Jesus.
deadwhen Jesus comg$'So encourage each 1°Don't stop the work of thgHoly, Spirit."
other and make each other strongerfaith. 20Don't treat prophecylike it is not important.

And you are doing that now. 21But test everything. Keep what is good.
. 22And stay away from everything that is evil.
Final Instructions and Greetings 23\We pray that God himself, the God of

12Now brothers and sisters, we ask you feeace, will make you pure—belonging only to
respect those people who work hard withim. We pray that your whole self—spirit,
you—those who lead you in the Lord angoul, and body—will be kept safe and be
teach you13Respect those people with a veryithout wrong when our Lord Jesus Christ
special love because of the work they deomes24The Ong(God)who calls you will do
\Wwith you,. that for you. You can trust him.

Live in peace with each other¥We ask  2°Brothers and sisters, please pray for us.
you, brothers and sisters, to warn those peopfi€ive all the brothers and sisters a holy kiss
who don't work. Encourage the people whehen you meet?7l tell you by the authority
are afraid. Help the people who are weak. Bgower)of the Lord to read this letter to all the
patient with every persorisBe sure that nobrothers and sisterséThe grace(kindness)of
person pays back wrong for wrong. Budur Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does
God's work among people in the world.

prophecy Teaching by a person who speaks for God.



