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1443

Revelation

John Tells About This Book who pierced him. All people of the earth will

This is the revelationof Jesus Christ. Godcry loudly because of him. Yes, this will

gave Jesus these things to show Higppen! Amen.
servants what must happen soon. Christ sentThe Lord God says, “I am the Alpha and the
his angel to show these things to his servathega. | am the One who is, whealways
John.2John has told everything that he saw. Was, and who is coming. | am the All-Powerful.”
is the truth that Jesus Christ told him; it is the °l am John, and I am your brothgn
message from GodThe person that reads th&hrist. We are together in Jesus, and we share
words of this message from God is blesséfiese things: suffering, the kingdom, and
(happy) And the people who hear this messaI%@tlent endurance. | was on the island of

and do the things that are written in it afdatmos because | was faithful to God’s
blessed. There is not much time left. messageand to the truth of Jesus%On the

Lord’s day the Spirit took control of me. |
John Writes Jesus’ Messages to the Churches  heard @ loud voice behind me. It sounded like &
trumpet.11The voice said, “Write in a book all
4From John, these things you see, and send it to the seven
: : ._churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum,
To the seven churches in the province of AS'aThyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.”
Grace(kindness)and peace to you from the 12 turned to see who was talking to me.
One(God)who is, whoalways was, and who When | turned, | saw seven golden lampstands.
is coming; and from the seven spirits befofél saw someone among the lampstands who
his throne5and from Jesus Christ. Jesus is thias “like a Son of Man:"He was dressed in a
faithful witness. He was first among those fong robe. He had a golden sa@telt) tied
be raised from death. Jesus is the ruler of #eund his chesti“His head and hair were
kings of the earth. white like wool—wool that is white as snow.
Jesus is the One who loves us. And Jesuglis eyes were like flames of firésHis feet
the One who made us free from our sins witkere like brass that glows hot in a furnace. His
his blood(death) 6Jesus made us to be a
kingdom, He made us to be priests who semveced When Jesus was killed, he was stuck with a spear in the

i ide. See Jn. 19:34.
%?SVQ:,SaEth\%'”-I:A(\Jm‘]eehsus be glory and pOV\,/A?pﬁa, Omega The first and last letters in the Greek alphabet,
" " . meaning the beginning and the end.
’Look, Jesus IS coming with the cloud$latmos A small island in the Aegean Sea, near the coast of
Every person will see him, even the people modern Turkey.
message The news that God has made a way for people to have
their sins forgiven and live with him forever.
Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of
revelation An opening, uncovering, or making known of truth ~ Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does
that has been hidden. God's work among people in the world.
Asia The western part of modern Turkey. like a Son of Man These words are from Dan. 7:13. “Son of
Amen To say “Amen” means to agree strongly. Man” is a name Jesus used for himself.
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voice was like the noise of flooding watemill give the right to eafthe fruit from the
16He held seven stars in his right hand. A sharge of life. This tree is in the garden of God.
two-edged sword came out of his mouth. He
looked like the sun shining at its brightest time.  Jesus’ Letter to the Church in Smyma

1"When | saw him, | fell down at his feet 8‘Write this to the angel of the church in
like a dead man. He put his right hand on m&myrna:
and said, “Don't be afraid! | am the First and “The One who is the First and the Last is
the Last.18l am the One who lives. | was deadsaying these thing$o you,. He is the One who
but look: | am alive forever and ever! And Idied and came to life agaifl know your
hold the keys of death and Hade&So write troubles, and | know that you are poor. But
the things you see. Write the things that happegally you are rich! | know the bad things that
now and the things that will happen latersome people sagbout yoy Those people say
20Here is the hidden meaning of the seven starey are Jews. But they are not true Jews. They
that you saw in my right hand and the sevesre a synagogugroup) that belongs to Satan
golden lampstands that you saw: The sevéie devil) 1°Don't be afraid of the things that
lampstands are the seven churches. The sevéihhappen to you. | tell you, the devil will put
stars are the angels of the seven churches. some of you in prison. He will do this to test

you. You will suffer for ten days. But be

Jesus’ Letter to the Church in Ephesus faithful, even if you have to die. If you
“Write this to the angel of the church ircontinue faithful, then I will give you the
Ephesus: crown of life.

“The One who holds the seven stars in his 11*Every person that hears these things
right hand and walks among the seven goldshould listen to what the Spirisays to the
lampstands is saying these things you,. 2l churches. The person that wins the victory will
know what you do. You work hard, and yowot be hurt by the second death.
never quit. | know that you don't accept evil _
people. You have tested those people whoJesus’ Letter to the Church in Pergamum
say that they are apostlebut are really not.  12“Write this to the angel of the church in
You found that they are liar$You continue Pergamum:
to try without quitting. You endured “The One who has the sharp two-edged
[roubles for my name. And you have notsword is saying these things you,. 13 know
become tired of doing this. where you live. You live where Satdthe

4But | have this against you: You have lefievil) has his throne. But you are true to me.
the love you had in the beginningSo You did not refuse to tell about your faith in
remember where you were before you fele even during the time of Antipas. Antipas
Change your hearts and do the things you dicks my faithful witnesswho was killed in
at first. If you don’t change, | will come toyour city. Your city is where Satan lives.
you. | will take away your lampstand from its 14‘But | have a few things against you: You
place.6But there is something you dthat is have people thergn your group who follow
right;: You hate the things that the Nicolaitanghe teaching of Balaam. Balaam taught Balak
do. I also hate what they do. how to make the people of Israain. Those

“Every person that hears these thingeople sinned by eating food offered to idols
should listen to what the Spitisays to the and by doing sexual sin&lt is the samein
churches. To the person that wins the victorydur group. You have people who follow the

Hades Place where people go after they die. faithful witness A person that speaks God's message truthfully,
apostles The men Jesus chose to be his special helpers. even in a time of danger.
Nicolaitans Religious group that followed wrong ideas. Israel The Jews—God's chosen people in the Old Testament.

Spirit  The Holy Spirit. He brings God's message (truth) tedol(s) Idols are statues or other objects that people worshiped
God's people. as gods.
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teaching of the Nicolaitanis!So change your 24‘But you other people in Thyatira have
hearts! If you don't change, | will come to yomot followed her teaching. You have not
quickly and fight against those people with thearned the things that they call Satafits

sword that comes out of my mouth. devil's) deep secrets. This is what | say to you:

1 Every person that hears these things shoulavill not put any other burden on yogOnly
listen to what the Spiritsays to the churches!  continue the way you are until | come.

“| will give the hidden mannato every  26°| will give power to every person that
person that wins the victory. | will also givavins the victory and continues until the end to
that person a white rock. On this rock a nedo the things | want. | will give that person
name is written. No person knows this nepower over the nations:
name. Only the person that gets the rock will,, ‘He will rule them with an iron rod.

know the new name. He will break them to pieces like clay pots.’

Jesus' Letter to the Church in Thyatira Psalm 2:9
1&Write this to the angel of the church iféThis is the same power | received from my
Thyatira: Father. | will also give that person the

“The Son of God is saying these things. Haorning star2%Every person that hears these
is the One who has eyes that blaze like fiteings should listen to what the Spirisays
and feet like shining brass. This is what he the churches.
says,to you: 19 know the things you do. | _ _
know about your love, your faith, your Jesus’ Letter to the Church in Sardis
service, and your patience. | know that you “Write this to the angel of the church in
doing more now than you did at firsfBut | Sardis:
have this against you: You let that woman “The One who has the seven spirits and the
named Jezebel do what she wants. She saggen stars is saying these thingsyou. |
that she is a prophétBut she is leading myknow the things you do. People say that you are
people away with her teaching. Jezebel leagls/e. But really you are deadiake up! Make
my people to do sexual sins and to eat fogdurselves stronger while you still have
that is offered to idol$.21l have given her something left. Make yourselves stronger before
time to change her heart and turn away fratndies completely. | find that the things you do
her sin. But she does not want to changare not good enough for my Gotbo don't
22And so | will throw her on a begof forget what you have received and heard. Obey
suffering. And all the people who do the siit. Change your hearts and lives! You must wake
of adultery with her will suffer greatly. | will up, or I will come to yoyand surprise yquike
do this now if they don't turn away from the thief. You will not know when | will come.
things she does23l will also Kkill her “Butyou have a few peopli@ your groupthere
followers. Then all the churches will known Sardis who have kept themselves clean.
that | am the One who knows what people feBhose people will walk with me. They will wear
and think. And | will repay each of you for thavhite clothes, because they are wortigvery
things you have done. person that wins the victory will be dressed in
white clothes like these people. | will not take
away that person’s name from the book of life. |

Nicolaitans Religious group that followed wrong ideas. ill say that he belongs to me. | will say this

Spirit  The Holy Spirit. He brings God's message (truth) t

God's peaple. efore my Father and before his angéisiery
manna Food from heaven that God gave his people in the des@€rson that_ hears these things should listen tc
See Ex. 16:4-36). what the Spiritsays to the churches.
prophet Jezebel was a false prophet. She claimed to speak for
. God, but she didn't really speak God's truth. _Jesus' Letter to the Church in Philadelphia
idol(s) Idols are statues or other objects that people worshiped_,,, ,, . . .
as gods. ™Write this to the angel of the church in

adultery Breaking a marriage promise by sexual sin. Philadelphia:
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“The One who is holy and true is sayinghat he saysts know what you do. You are
these words to you. He holds the key @bt hot or cold. | wish that you were hot or
David. When he opens something, it cannabld! 16But you are only warm—not hot, not
be closed. And when he closes somethingcild. So | am ready to spit you out of my
cannot be openeél know the things you do. Imouth.17You say you are rich. You think you
have put an open door before you. No pershave become wealthy and don’t need a thing.
can close it. | know that you are weak. But y@ut you don’t know that you are really
have followed my teaching. You were nagerrible, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked?l
afraid to speak my nameéListen! There is a advise you to buy gold from me—gold made
synagoguggroup) that belongs to Satafthe pure in fire. Then you can be truly rich. | tell
devil). Those people say they are Jews, bydu this: Buy clothes that are white. Then you
they are liars. Those people are fate Jews. can cover your shameful nakedness. | also tell
| will make those people come before you arydu to buy medicine to put on your eyes. Then
bow at your feet. They will know that you argou can truly see.
the people | have loved%ou followed my  1¥| correct and punish those people that |
command to endure patiently. So | will keejpve. So start trying hard! Change your hearts
you from the time of trouble that will come t@nd lives!2CHere | am! | stand at the door and
the whole world. This trouble will test theknock. If a person hears my voice and opens
people who live on the earth. the door, | will come in and eat with that

1Tl am coming soon. Continue the way yoperson. And that person will eat with me.
are now. Then no person will take away your 21| will let every person that wins the
crown (reward). 12The person that wins thevictory sit with me on my throne. It was the
victory will be a pillaf in the templé of my same with me. | won the victory and sat down
God. | will do that for the person that wins theith my Father on his throné?Every person
victory. That person will never again have tihat hears these things should listen to what
leave God's temple. | will write the name othe Spirit says to the churches.”
my God on that person. And | will write the
name of the city of my God on that person. John Sees Heaven
That city is the new Jerusalenihat city is Then | looked, and there before me was an
coming down out of heaven from my God. ¥¥open door in heaven. And | heard the same
will also write my new name on that personoice that spoke to me before. It was the voice
13Every person that hears these things shotiét sounded like a trumpet. The voice said,
listen to what the Spifitsays to the churches. “Come up here, and | will show you what must

happen after this?Then the Spirittook control

Jesus' Letter to the Church in Laodicea of me. There before me was a throne in heaven.
1#Write this to the angel of the church iSomeone was sitting on the throd&he One
Laodicea: who sat on the throne looked like precious

“The Ameri is the One saying these thingstones, like jasper and carmnelian. All around the
o you. He is the faithful and true witness. Héhrone was a rainbow with clear colors like an
is the ruler of all that God has made. This @nerald#Around the throne there were 24 other

thrones. There were 24 eldessiting on the 24
thrones. The elders were dressed in white, and

David King of Israel about 1000 years before Christ. ;
pillar  One of the tall, carved stones used to hold up the roofth.ey had gO|den crowns on their heads.

2 building, ﬁ.lghtnlng flashes and noises of thunder came
temple God's house—the place where God's people worship af€0m the throne. _Before the throne there were
serve him. seven lamps burning. These lamps are the seven
Jerusalem The spiritual city God built for his people.
Spirit  The Holy Spirit. He brings God’'s message (truth) to
God's people. elder(s) Elder means “older.” These are probably great leaders of
Amen Used here as a name for Jesus, it means to agree stronghGod's people. They may be the leaders of the twelve Jewish
that something is true. family groups plus Jesus' twelve apostles.
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Spirits of God.6Also before the throne thergChrist) from Judah’s family group has won
was something that looked like a sea of glassthe victory. He is David'sdescendarit.He is
was clear like crystal. able to open the scroll and its seven seals.”

In front of the throne and on each side of it 6Then | saw a Lamb standing in the center
there were four living things. These livingf the throne with the four living things around
things had eyes all over them, in front and ib The elderSwere also around the Lamb. The
back. "The first living thing was like a lion.Lamb looked like it had been killed. It had
The second was like a cow. The third hadsaven horns and seven eyes. These are th
face like a man. The fourth was like a flyingeven spirits of God that were sent into all the
eagle 8Each of these four living things had siworld. "The Lamb came and took the sctoll
wings. These living things were covered alfom the right hand of the One sitting on the
over with eyes, inside and out. Day and nigtitrone.8After the Lamb took the scroll, the
these four living things never stop saying:  four living things and the 24 elders bowed

‘ - down before the Lamb. Each one of them had
HOly’A}fg{)V@g%f the Lord God ? |r|1arfp*. Also they A/vere l?oldling fgolden bowls
o : . full of incense’. These bowls of incense are
He,always was, he s, and he is coming. the prayers of God's holy peopl€And they
9These living things give glory and honoall sang a new sontp the Lamf
and thanks to the One who sits on the throne. .
He is the One who lives forever and ever. And You aarnedv;/g r(t)h)ért]oittslégatlrsecrolr*
every time the living things do thig%the 24 becalse gu were killed:
elders bow down before the One who sits on and wit)% our bIooo{déath) ou
the throne. The elders worship him who lives bou %’t eonle for Gody
forever and ever. The elders put their crowns from ever;?tribpe Ignguage race of
down before the throne and say: people, and nation.

11 “Qur Lord and God! 10 You made these people to be a kingdom,
You are worthy to receive glory and and you made these people to be
honor and power. priests for our God.
You made all things. And they will rule on the earth.”

Everything existed and was made 11Th .
< en | looked, and | heard the voices of
because you wanted it many angels. The angels were around the
Who Can Open the Scroll? throne, thefour, living things, and the eldefs.
, p There were thousands and thousands of
Then | saw a scrdllin the right hand of -
the One sitting on the throne. The scr ngels—there were 10,000 times 10,000.

had writing on both sides. The scroll was kept he angels said with a loud voice:

closed with seven seaBAnd | saw a powerful “ All; power, wealth, wisdom and strength
angel. The angel called in a loud voice, “Who belong to the Lamb (Jesus) that

is worthy to break the seals and open the was killed.

scroll?” 3But there was no one in heaven or on He is worthy to receive honor, glory,
earth or under the earth who could open the and praise!”

scroll or look inside it4l cried and cried
because there was no one who was worthypkdid King of Israel about 1000 years before Christ.
open the scroll or look insidéBut one of the descendant(s) The people born in a person's family after that

elders said to me, “Don’t cry! The Lion _Persondes. o
harp A musical instrument with strings.

incense Special dried tree sap used for a sacrifice. It was burned to
elder(s) Elder means “older.” These are probably great leaders of make a sweet-smelling smoke.
God's people. They may be the leaders of the twelve Jewtstly people Literally, “saints” or “holy ones.” God's people are
family groups plus Jesus’ twelve apostles. called holy because they are made pure through Christ, and
scroll A long roll of paper or leather used for writing on. they belong only to God.
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13Then I heard every living thing that is irusing the sword, by starving, by disease, and
heaven and on earth and under the earth andith the wild animals of the earth.
the sea. | heard every thing in all these places?The Lamb opened the fifth seal. Then | saw
| heard them all saying: some souls under the altaithey were the
u - souls of those people who had been killed
Al %&:E\?e?g%g%r\}grr and glory and power because they were faithful to God’'s mes$age
0 the One that sits on the throne and to the truth they had receivedThese
and to the Lamb?” souls shouted in a loud voice, “Holy and true
' Lord, how long until you judge the people of
14The four living things said, “Amen” the earth and punish them for killing us?”
And the eldersbowed down and worshiped. 11Then each one of those souls was given a
white robe. They were told to wait a short time
The Lamb Opens the Scroll longer. There were still some of their brothers
Then | watched while the Lamb openein the service of Christ who must be killed like
the first of the seven seals. | heard one tbky were. Those souls were told to wait until
the four living things speak with a voice likall of this killing was finished.
thunder. It said, “Come!?l looked and there 12Then | watched while the Lamb opened
before me was a white horse. The rider on ttiee sixth seal. There was a great earthquake.
horse held a bow. The rider was given Ehe sun became dark likblack cloth made
crown. And he rode out, defeating the enemfyom hair. The full moon became red like
He rode out to win the victory. blood. 13The stars in the sky fell to the earth
3The Lamb opened the second seal. Thetike a fig tree drops its figs when the wind
heard the second living thing say, “Comeljlows.14The sky was divided. It was rolled up
4Then another horse came out. This was a fé@ a scroll: And every mountain and island
horse. The rider on the horse was given poweas moved from its place.
to take away peace from the earth. He was'SThen all the people hid in caves and behind
given power to make people kill each othethe rocks on the mountains. There were the
This rider was given a big sword. kings of the world, the rulers, the army
5The Lamb opened the third seal. Thencbmmanders, the rich people and the powerful
heard the third living thing say, “Come!” Ipeople. Every person, slave and free, hid
looked, and there before me was a black horkanself.16The people said to the mountains and
The rider on the horse held a pair of scalestire rocks, “Fall on us. Hide us from the face of
his hand.6Then | heard something thathe One who sits on the throne. Hide us from the
sounded like a voice. The voice came froamger of the LambL7The great day for their
where the four living things were. The voicanger has come. No person can stand against it.
said, “A quart of wheat for a day’'s pay. And
three quarts of barley for a day’s pay. And The 144,000 People of Israel
don't hurt the oil and wine!” After this happened | saw four angels
The Lamb opened the fourth seal. Then I' standing at the four corners of the earth. The
heard the voice of the fourth living thing sayangels were holding the four winds of the earth.
“Come!” 8] looked and there before me was Bhey were stopping the wind from blowing on
pale-colored horse. The rider on the horse whg land or on the sea or on any t/ééen |
death. Hadéswas following close behind him.saw another angel coming from the east. This
They were given power over a fourth of thangel had the seal of the living God. The angel
earth. They were given power to kill people byalled out with a loud voice to the four angels.

Amen To say “Amen” means to agree strongly.

elder(s) Elder means “older.” These are probably great leadersaifar Place where sacrifices or gifts are offered to God.
God's people. They may be the leaders of the twelve Jewiskssage The news that God has made a way for people to have
family groups plus Jesus’ twelve apostles. their sins forgiven and live with him forever.

Hades Place where people go after they die. scroll A long roll of paper or leather used for writing on.
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These were the four angels that God had giverAnd the elder said, “These are the people
the power to hurt the earth and the sea. Tivdo have come out of the great suffering.
angel said to the four angefSDon't hurt the They have washed their robesith the blood
land or the sea or the trees before we put tifethe Lamb. Now they are clean and white.
sign on the people who serve our God. We mi85o now these people are before the throne of
put the sign on their foreheadsThen | heard God. They worship God day and night in his
how many people were marked with the sigtemple: And the Oneg(God) who sits on the
There were 144,000. They were from evetiirone will protect themi6They will never be
family group of the people of Israel. hungry again. They will never be thirsty again.

5 From Judah's family group 12,000 The sun will not hurt them. No heat will burn

from Reuben’s family group 12,000

from Gad's family group 12,000
from Asher’s family group 12,000
from Naphtali's family group 12,000

from Manasseh’s family group 12,000

from Simeon’s family group 12,000
from Levi's family group 12,000

from Issachar’s family group 12,000
from Zebulun's family group 12,000
from Joseph's family group 12,000

from Benjamin’s family group 12,000

them.17The Lamb at the center of the throne
will be their shepherd. He will lead them to
springs of water that give life. And God will
wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

The Seventh Seal

The Lamb opened the seventh seal. Then
there was silence in heaven for about half
an hour?And | saw the seven angels who stand
before God. They were given seven trumpets.
3Another angel came and stood at the altar.
This angel had a golden holder for incense.
The angel was given much incense to offer with

Then | | II hg Grezt tChrOWd the prayers of all God’s holy peopl@he angel

le” Tk?o €d, ana [here were mar}y, ma;yut this offering on the goliden altar before the
peopie. There were So many people thalyggne 4The smoke from the incense went up
person could not count them all. They Wergqy the angel's hand to God. The smoke went
from every nation, tribe, race of people, angd '\t the orayers of God's peopi@hen the
language of the earth. These people Welg e fijieq the incense holder with fire from the
standing before the throne and before the Lar% ar. The angel threw the incense holder on the

(Jesus) They all wore white robes and had,, th Then there were flashes of lightni

h : . ghtning,
palm branches in their hand€They shouted g \nqer and other noises, and an earthquake.
with a loud voice, “Victory belongs to our

God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” The Seven Angels Blow Their Trumpets
1IThe elderS and the four living things were  6Then the seven angels with the seven

there. All the angels were standing aroungmnets prepared to blow their trumpets.
them and the throne. The angels bowed downrThe first angel blew his trumpet. Then

on their faces before the throne and worshipg@jl and fire mixed with blood was poured
God. L2They said, "Amen! Praise, glory, gown on the earth. And one third of the earth
wisdom, thanks, honor, power, and strengllq gl the green grass and one third of the
belong to our God forever and ever. Amen!” ygas were burned up.

13Then one of the elderasked me, “Who

are these peopl? in white robes? Where QJgshed their robes Meaning they believed in Jesus so that their
they come from? sins could be forgiven.

14 answered, “You know who they are, sir."temple God's house—the place where God's people worship and

serve him.
altar Place where sacrifices or gifts are offered to God.

Israel The Jews—God's chosen people in the Old Testament. incense Special dried tree sap used for a sacrifice. It was burned to
elder(s) Elder means “older.” These are probably great leaders of make a sweet-smelling smoke.

God's people. They may be the leaders of the twelve Jewlstly people Literally, “saints” or “holy ones.” God's people are

family groups plus Jesus’ twelve apostles. called holy because they are made pure through Christ, and
Amen To say “Amen” means to agree strongly. they belong only to God.
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8The second angel blew his trumpet. Themill not find it. They will want to die, but
something that looked like a big mountaideath will hide from them.
burning with fire was thrown into the sea. And 7The locustslooked like horses prepared for
one third of the sea became blo8And one battle. On their heads they wore things that
third of the living things in the sea died, anidoked like crowns of gold. Their faces looked
one third of the ships were destroyed. like human face$Their hair was like women’s
10The third angel blew his trumpet. Then laair. Their teeth were like lions’ teetBTheir
large star, burning like a torch, fell from thehests looked like iron breastplates. The sound
sky. The star fell on one third of the rivers arttieir wings made was like the noise of many
on the springs of watekThe name of the starhorses and chariots hurrying into battl€The
is Wormwood: And one third of all the waterlocusts had tails with stingers like scorpions.
became bitter. Many people died frorfihe power they had to give people pain for five
drinking the water that was bitter. months was in their tailsi{The locusts had a
12The fourth angel blew his trumpet. Theruler. The ruler was the angel of the bottomless
one third of the sun and one third of the mognt. His name in the Hebrew language is
and one third of the stars were struck. So oAbaddon: In the Greek language his name is
third of them became dark. A third of the dagpollyon (Destroyer)
and night was without light. 12The first great trouble is past. There are
13While I watched, | heard an eagle that wasill two other great troubles that will come.
flying high in the air. The eagle said with a 13The sixth angel blew his trumpet. Then |
loud voice, “Trouble! Trouble! Trouble for theneard a voice coming from the four horns on
people that live on the earth! The trouble withe golden altdrthat is before God!4The
begin after the sounds of the trumpets that theice said to the sixth angel who had the
other three angels will blow.” trumpet, “Free the four angels who are tied at
The fifth angel blew his trumpet. Then the great river EuphratesiSThese four angels
saw a star fall from the sky to the eartihad been kept ready for this hour and day and
The star was given the key to the deep hetenth and year. The angels were freed to Kkill
that leads down to the bottomless githen one third of all the people on the earthl.
the star opened the hole leading to thheard how many troops on horses were in
bottomless pit. Smoke came up from the hql@eir, army. There were 200,000,000.
like smoke from a big furnace. The sun and!7In my vision' | saw the horses and the
sky became dark because of the smoke fraiers on the horses. They looked like this: They
the hole.3Then locusts came down to thehad breastplates that were fiery red, dark blue,
earth out of the smoke. They were given tlaad yellow like sulfur. The heads of the horses
power to sting like scorpions. 4The locusts looked like heads of lions. The horses had fire,
were told not to hurt the grass on the earth smoke, and sulfur coming out of their mouths.
any plant or tree. They could hurt only th&2One third of all the people on earth were
people who did not have the sign of God dalled by these three bad things coming out of
their foreheads:These locusts were given théhe horses’ mouths: the fire, the smoke, and the
power to give pain to the people for fivsulfur.19The horses’ power was in their mouths
months. But the locusts were not given thend also in their tails. Their tails were like
power to kill the people. And the pain that thenakes that have heads to bite and hurt people.
people felt was like the pain that a scorpion 20The other peoplgon the earthwere not
gives when it stings a persofDuring those killed by these bad things. But these people
days people will look for a way to die, but thegtill did not change their hearts and lives and

Wormwood Name of a very bitter plant, used here to give th&baddon In the Old Testament this was a name for the place of

idea of bitter sorrow. death. See Joh 26:6 and Ps. 88:11.
locusts Insects like grasshoppers. Sometimes many locusts caaltar Place where sacrifices or gifts are offered to God.
and ate all the plants. See Ex. 10. vision(s) Visions are something like dreams that God used to

scorpions Insects that sting with a strong poison. speak to people.
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turn away from the things they had made with °So | went to the angel and asked him to
their own hands. They did not stop worshipingjve me the little scrolf. The angel said to
demons and idols made of gold, silver, me, “Take the scroll and eat it. It will be sour
bronze, stone, and wood—things that canniatyour stomach. But in your mouth it will be
see or hear or walkIThese people did notsweet like honey."%So | took the little scroll
change their hearts and lives and turn awligm the angel’s hand. | ate the scroll. In my
from killing other people. They did not turrmouth it tasted sweet like honey. But after |
away from their evil magic, their sexual singte it, it was sour in my stomachiThen |
and their stealing. was told, “You must prophesyagain about
many races of people, many nations,
The Angel and the Little Scroll languages, and rulers.”
1 Then | saw another powerful angel .
coming down from heaven. The angel The Two Witnesses

was dressed in a cloud. He had a rainb Then | was given a measuring rod as
around his head. The angel's face was like long as a walking stick. | was told, “Go
sun, and his legs were like poles of fif€he and measure the templef God and the altar,
angel was holding a small scrollThe scroll and count the people worshiping thef&ut
was open in his hand. The angel put his rigon’'t measure the yard outside the temple.
foot on the sea and his left foot on the I&fithe Leave that alone. That has been given to the
angel shouted loudly like the roaring of a liopeople who are not Jews. Those people will
After the angel shouted, the voices of severalk on the holy city for 42 months’And |
thunders spokeThe seven thunders spoke, andlill give power to my two witnesses. And
| started to write. But then | heard a voice frothey will prophesy for 1,260 days. They will
heaven. The voice said, “Don’t write what thee dressed in sackclotfi. 4These two
seven thunders said. Keep those things secretditnesses are the two olive trees and the two

SThen the angel | saw standing on the skeanpstands that stand before the Lord of the
and on the land raised his right hand &arth.If a person tries to hurt the witnesses,
heaven.6The angel made a promise [the fire comes from the mouths of the witnesses
power of the One who lives forever and eveand kills their enemy. Any person that tries to
He (God) is the One who made the skies arttlirt them will die like this.6These witnesses
all that is in them. He made the earth and &fve the power to stop the sky from raining
that is in it, and he made the sea and all thatlisring the time they are prophesying. These
in it. The angel said, “There will be no morwitnesses have power to make the water
waiting! 7In the days when the seventh angbecome blood. They have power to send every
is ready to blow his trumpet, God's secret pl&md of trouble to the earth. They can do this
will be finished. This plan is the Good Néwsas many times as they want.

God told to his servants, the prophets. "When the two witnesses have finished
8Then | heard the same voice from heavéelling their message, the animal will fight
again. The voice said to me, “Go and take tagainst them. This is the animal that comes up
open scroll that is in the angel’'s hand. This isrom the bottomless pit. The animal will defeat

the angel that is standing on the sea and tbem and kill them8The bodies of the two

the land.” witnesses will lie in the street of the great city.
demon(s) Demons are evil spirits from the devil. prophesy To speak or teach things from God.
idol(s) Idols are statues or other objects that people worshiptethple God's house—the place where God's people worship and
as gods. serve him. Here, John sees it pictured as the special building in
scroll A long roll of paper or leather used for writing on. Jerusalem for Jewish worship.
Good News The news that God has made a way for people &ltar Place where sacrifices or gifts are offered to God.
have their sins forgiven and live with him forever. sackcloth A rough cloth made from animal hair. People

prophets People that spoke for God. sometimes wore it to show sadness.
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This city is named Sodomand Egypt. These ~ “We give thanks to you,

names for the city have a special meaning. Lord God All-Powerful.

This is the city where the Lord was killed. You are the One who is

9People from every race of people, tribe, and whqalways was.

language, and nation will look at the bodies of ~ We thank you because

the two witnesses for three and a half days. you have used your great power
The people will refuse to bury theri®People and have begun to rule!

who live on the earth will be happy becausel8 The people of the world were angry;
these two are dead. They will have parties and but now is the time for your anger.
send each other gifts. They will do these things ~ Now is the time for the dead people

because these two prophétstnessesprought to be judged.
much suffering to the people who live on the Itis time to reward your servants,
earth. the prophets,

11But after three and a half days God let life and to reward your holy people,
enter the two prophets again. They stood on the people, great and small, who
their feet. All the people who saw them were respect you.
filled with fear.12Then the two prophets heard Itis time to destroy those people
a loud voice from heaven say, “Come up here!” who destroy the earth!”

And the two prophets went up into heaven in a
cloud. Their enemies watched them go.

13At that same time there was a grea
earthquake. One tenth of the city was;
destroyed. And 7,000 people were killed i |?]tt<_emple._ Thetﬂ trljere wereﬂf]lashkes Ofd
the earthquake. The people that did not gi@ntning, NOISES, thinder, an earthquake, an

were very afraid. They gave glory to the Gogl 9€&t hailstorm.

of heaven. The Woman and the Giant Snake

14The second great trouble is finished. Thi ,
- : - And then a great wonder appeared in
third great trouble is coming soon. heaven: There was a woman who Was

The Seventh Trumpet clothed with the sun. The moon was under her

15The seventh angel blew his trumpet. Thggt. She had a crown of twelve stars on her

19Then God’s templein heaven was
pened. The Holy Box of the Agreemént
at God gave to his peopleould be seen in

22 . Nead.2The woman was pregnant. She cried out
g;ei(rjg were loud voices in heaven. The voic h pain because she was about to give birth.

3Then another wonder appeared in heaven:
“The kingdom of the world has now becoméThere was a giant red snake there. The giant
the kingdom of our LorgGod, and snake had seven heads with a crown on each
of his Christ. head. The snake also had ten horfidhe
And he will rule forever and ever.”  snake’s tail swept a third of the stars out of the

16Then the 24 eldetshowed down on their sky and threw them down to the earth. The giant

faces and worshiped God. These are tﬁgake stood in front of the woman who was

elders who sit on their thrones before God.

1TThe elders said: prophets People that spoke for God.
' holy people Literally, “saints” or “holy ones.” God's people are

called holy because they are made pure through Christ, and
they belong only to God.
temple God's house—the place where God’s people worship and
Sodom A town where very bad people lived. God punished them serve him. Here, John sees it pictured as the special building in
by destroying their city. Jerusalem for Jewish worship.
Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen of God. Holy Box of the Agreement In the Most Holy Place of the Old
elder(s) Elder means “older.” These are probably great leaders of Testament temple, there was a box that had in it the agreement
God's people. They may be the leaders of the twelve Jewish God gave to his people. See Ex. 25:10-22; 1 Kings 8:1-9;
family groups plus Jesus’ twelve apostles. Heb. 9:4.
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ready to give birth to the baby. The snalsvallowed the river that came from the mouth
wanted to eat the woman’s baby when it wa$ the giant snakel/Then the snake was very
born.5The woman gave birth to a son, a madingry at the woman. The snake went away to
child. He will rule all the nations with an irormake war against all her other children. Her
rod. And her child was taken up to God and thildren are those people who obey God's
his throneSThe woman ran away into the desecommands and have the truth that Jesus taught
to a place that God prepared for her. In thel8The giant snake stood on the seashore.
desert she will be taken care of for 1,260 days. .

TThen there was a war in heaven. Michael The Two Animals
and his angels fought against the giant snaEt Then | saw an animal coming up out of
The snake and his angels fought b8kt the he sea. It had ten horns and seven
snake was not strong enough. The giant snalegds. There was a crown on each of its homns
and his angels lost their place in heavihe It had a bad name written on each hédthis
snake was thrown down out of heaven. (Ti@imal looked like a leopard, with feet like a
giant snake is that old snake called the devilg#ar's feet. It had a mouth like a lion's mouth.
Satan. He leads the whole world into thEhe giant snakeon the seashoygave the
wrong way.) The snake with his angels weggimal all of his power and his throne and
thrown to the earth. great authority30ne of the heads of the

10Then | heard a loud voice in heaven sa _nimal looked like it had been wounded and
“The victory and the power and the kmgdorzl”ed But t_hiS death wound was healed. All
of our God and the authoritjpower) of his the people in the world were amazed, and they
Christ have now come. These things ha\@| followed the anlmal‘}PeopIe _\Norsh!ped the
come, because the accuser of our brothers 8@t Snake because he had given his power tc
been thrown out. He is the one who accusé animal. And the people also worshiped the
our brothers day and night before our Go@himal. They asked, “Who is as powerful as
L10ur brothers defeated him by the bloo#€ animal? Who can make war against him?”
(death)of the Lamb and by the messagé  °The animal was allowed to say proud
God, they told people. They did not love theiwords and very evil things. The animal was
lives too much. They were not afraid of deathllowed to use his power for 42 montfghe
1250 be happy you heavens and all who lig@imal opened his mouth to say bad things
there! But it will be bad for the earth and seggainst God. The animal also said bad things
because the devil has gone down to you! TAgainst God's name, against the place where
devil is filled with anger. He knows he doesn®o0d lives, and against all those who live in
have much time.” heaven/The animal was given power to make

13The giant snake saw that he had beéyar against God's holy peoplend to defeat
thrown down to the earth. So he chased tfem. The animal was given power over every
woman who had given birth to the boy childtribe, race of people, language, and nation.
14But the woman was given the two wings of 8All the people who live on earth will worship
great eagle. Then she could fly to the place tH&#€ animal. These are all the people since the
was prepared for her in the desert. In that plab€ginning of the world whose names are not
she would be taken care of for three and on@¥itten in the Lamb’s book of life. The Lamb
half years. There she would be away from tté the One who was killed. ,
snake15Then the snake poured water out of its °If @ person hears these things, then he
mouth like a river. The snake poured the watépould listen to this:
toward the woman so that the flood would 1o - i
woman. The earth opened its mouth and

holy people Literally, “saints” or “holy ones.” God's people are

Michael The archangel—leader of God's angels. See Jude 9. called holy because they are made pure through Christ, and
Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen of God. they belong only to God.
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If any person kills with a sword, him. They all had his name and his Father's
then that person will be killed name written on their forehead#\nd | heard
with a sword. a sound from heaven like the noise of flooding

- , water and like the sound of loud thunder. The
gg{fé,'ﬂ:%agmgitﬂ?(’ds holy peapleust have sound | heard was like people playing their
1Then | saw another animal coming up O&arps. SThe people sang a new song before

of the earth. He had two horns like a lamb. b€ throne and before the four living things
he talked like a giant snakéZThis animal nd the elders.The only people that could

stands before the first animal and uses the sa %erg ?23 eneer;vea%r\]/%dv)\q‘fcr)?nt?ﬁe1§§r’t?10?\l\c/)vgon gad
power that the first animal has. He uses th se could learn the songThese 144 000
power to make all the people living on th ’

earth worship the first animal. The first anim eaple are the ones who did not do wrong

ngs with women. They kept themselves
‘r’lvggltggfgfhtgagg%%;hde gﬁ?&ha\ivg%nedstgi re. They follow the Lamb every place he

miracles: He even makes fire come down fro gsﬂs.amenset#: 4’88 qewér?héeggﬁﬁ%d) are
heaven to earth while people are watchin e first e% le tg bg offered to God ané’ the
L4This second animal fools the people that live, - 5Tﬁ X | t quilty of tell

on the earth. He fools them by using th _amT.h ose pt_at%p et\liverlcta ot Uity ot eting
miracles that he has been given the power g° ' hey are wiout fadit

do. He does these miracles to serve the first The Three Angels

animal. The second animal ordered people t0gry o | <o another angel flying high in the

make an iddl to honor the first animal. Thisggl The angel had the eternal Good Netas

was the animal that was wounded by the swo ;
: el - - nounce to the people that live on the earth—
but did not die15The second animal was give 0 every nation, tribe, language, and race of

power to give life to the idol of the first animal. eople./The angel said in a loud voice, “Fear

Then the idol could speak and order all th - , .
people who did not worship it to be killed%pOd and give him praise. The time has come
I

- God to judgeall people. Worship God. He
16The second animal also forced all peop or
small and great, rich and poor, free and sla ade the heavens, the earth, the sea, and the

. ' f water.”
to have a mark on their right hand or on the gmgs 0 ,
forehead.17No person could buy or sell Then the second angel followed the first

without this mark. This mark is the name of than9€! and said, "She is destroyed! The great
animal or the number of his nam&A person gty of Babylon is destroyed! Sh@abylon)

that has understanding can find the meaning de all the nations drink the wine of her

oo : : - ltery and of God's anger.”
the animal’'s number. This requires wisdonT. ey -
This number is the number of a man. Itis 666 9A third angel followed the first two angels.

This third angel said in a loud voiceitwill
God's People Sing a New Song be bad forthe person that worships the animal

nd the animal’s idoland gets the animal’s
1 Tr;(;nﬂi gofgﬁ% all_lnéi Jvhairitg%fgigegrg ark on his forehead or on his haiéThat

- person will drink the wine of God’s anger.
Mount Zion: There were 144,000 people wit his wine is prepared with all its strength in

, , the cup of God's anger. That person will be
holy people Literally, “saints” or “holy ones.” God's people are
called holy because they are made pure through Christ, and
they belong only to God. harps Musical instruments with strings.
miracles False miracles—powerful acts done by the power elder(s) Elder means “older.” These are probably great leaders of
the devil. God's people. They may be the leaders of the twelve Jewish
idol(s) Idols are statues or other objects that people worshiped family groups plus Jesus’ twelve apostles.
as gods. Good News The news that God has made a way for people to
Mount Zion Another name for Jerusalem, here meaning the have their sins forgiven and live with him forever.
spiritual city where God's people live with him. adultery Breaking a marriage promise by sexual sin.
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tortured (hurt) with burning sulfur before thegrapes were squeezed in the winepress outsid
holy angels and the Lamb!And the smoke the city. Blood flowed out of the winepress. It
from their burning pain will rise forever andose as high as the heads of the horses for
ever. There will be no rest, day or night, fatistance of 200 miles.
those people who worship the animal and his ‘
idol or who get the mark of his namé?This The Angels with the Last Plagues
means that God’s holy peoglenust be 1 Then | saw another wonder in heaven.
patient. They must obey God's commands a It was great and amazing. There were
keep their faith in Jesus. seven angels bringing seven troubles. These
13Then | heard a voice from heaven. There the last troubles, because after these
voice said, “Write this: From now on, the deatoubles God's anger is finished.
people who were in the Lord when they died 2l saw what looked like a sea of glass mixed
are blessethappy)” with fire. All the people who had won the
The Spirit says, “Yes, that is true. Thoseictory over the animal and his idand over
people will rest from their hard work. Thahe number of his name were standing by the
things they have done will stay with them.” sea. These people had hdrpisat God had
given them.3They sang the song of Moses,
The Earth Is Harvested the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb:
14 looked and there before me was a white
cloud. Sitting on the white cloud was One that
looked like a Son of ManHe had a gold crown
on his head and a sharp sickli his hand.
15Then another angel came out of the teniple. ,
This angel called to the One who was sitting on
the cloud, “Take your sickle and gathgrom

“Great and wonderful are the things you do,
Lord God All-Powerful.
Right and true are your ways,
Ruler of the nations.
All people will fear you, O Lord.
All people will praise your name.

- Only you are holy.
the earth The time to harvest has come. The : -
fruit of the earth is ripe."6So the One that was Al %%?g:g ;vg)lllj come and worship
sitting on the cloud swung his sickle over the . -
earth. And the earth was harvested. be;:r?autsaer(lat :isgﬁlte,gr that'you do the things

1TThen another angel came out of the
templé in heaven. This angel also had a sharpAfter this | saw the tempfe(the holy place
sickle. 18And then another angel came froraf God’s presencg in heaven. The temple was
the altar. This angel has power over the firmpened.fAnd the seven angels bringing the
This angel called to the angel with the shasgven troubles came out of the temple. They
sickle’ He said, “Take your sharp sickle andiere dressed in clean, shining linen cloth. They
gather the bunches of grapes from the eartisre golden bands tied around their chests.
vine. The earth’s grapes are ripé&The angel "Then one of the four living things gave seven
swung his sickle over the earth. The anggblden bowls to the seven angels. The bowls
gathered the earth’s grapes and threw theware filled with the anger of God, who lives
into the great winepress of God’s angéithe forever and everéThe temple was filled with

holy people Literally, “saints” or “holy ones.” God's people areidol(s) Idols are statues or other objects that people worshiped
called holy because they are made pure through Christ, andas gods.

they belong only to God. harps Musical instruments with strings.
Spirit The Holy Spirit. He brings God's message (truth) tMoses One of the most important leaders of the Jewish people
God's people. during the time of the Old Testament.
Son of Man This name is from Dan. 7:13-14. Jesus used ttwly place of God's presencelLiterally, “tent of the testimony.”
name for himself. In the Old Testament this was a name for the room inside the
sickle Farming tool with a curved blade used to cut grain. Holy Tent where the Ten Commandments written on flat stones
temple God's house—the place where God's people worship and were kept. These were the “testimony” or “proof” of God’s
serve him. agreement with his people. This room is where God lived

altar Place where sacrifices or gifts are offered to God. among his people. Read Ex. 25:8-22.
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smoke from the glory and the power of Godhese troubles. But the people refused to change
No one could enter the temple until the seveheir hearts and lives and give glory to God.
troubles of the seven angels were finished. 10The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the
o throne of the animal. And darkness covered
The Bows Filled with God's Anger the animal’s kingdom. People bit their tongues
1 Then | heard a loud voice from théecause of the paidlPeople cursed the God
emple’ The voice said to the sevewf heaven because of their pain and the sores
angels, “Go and pour out the seven bowls tifey had. But the people refused to change
God's anger on the earth.” their hearts and turn away from theaq
2The first angel left. He poured out his bovthings they did.
on the land. Then all the people who had thel2The sixth angel poured out his bowl on
mark of the animal and who worshiped hike great river Euphrates. The water in the
idol" got sores that were ugly and painful.  river was dried up. This prepared the way for
3The second angel poured out his bowl on thike rulers from the east to coniéThen | saw
sea. Then the sea became blood like the bloodtbfee unclearevil) spirits that looked like
a dead man. Every living thing in the sea died. frogs. They came out of the mouth of the giant
4The third angel poured out his bowl on thenake, out of the mouth of the animal, and out
rivers and the springs of water. The rivers and the mouth of the false prophet4These
the springs of water became bloédhen | evil spirits are the spirits of demons'hey
heard the angel of the waters sayGod: \have power tpdo miracles. These evil spirits
‘ - go out to the rulers of the whole world. They
You are the One who is go out to gather the rulers for battle on the
and whoalways was. reat day of God the All-Powerful
You are the Holy One. g 159 | %/ 1 will d it will b
You are right in these judgments -ISten: 1 Will Come, ,and It witi D€ a
that you have made surprise, like when a thief comes! Happy is
6 The peonle have spilled the blood the person that stays awake and keeps his
peop p clothes with him. Then he will not have to go

of zﬁgr Tﬂ?’ pr%OﬂSté without clothes, and people will not see the
Now ou%avep ivpen those peole things he is ashamed for them to see.”
t))llood 0 drgi]nk peop 16Then the evil spirits gathered the rulers
This is what they deserve.” itr?%ﬁ(tahl?lre tbor g/]vel g%clfatgheat is called Armageddon
"And | heard the altarsay: 1The seventh angel poured out his bowl into

‘ the air. Then a loud voice came out of the
Yes, Lord God All-Powertul, »  templé from the throne. The voice said, “It is
your judgments are true and right finished!” 18Then there were flashes of
8The fourth angel poured out his bowl on théghtning, noises, thunder, and a big earthquake.
sun. The sun was given power to burn thehis was the worst earthquake that has ever
people with fire.°The people were burned byrappened since people have been on earth.
the great heat. Those people cursed the namé@the great city split into three parts. The cities
God. God is the One who had control ovesf the nations were destroyed. And God did not
forget to punish Babylon the Great. He gave

temple God's house—the place where God's people worship amat city the cup filled with the wine of his

serve him. terrible anger2CEvery island disappeared and
idol(s) Idols are statues or other objects that people worshiped
as gods.

holy people Literally, “saints” or “holy ones.” God's people arefalse prophet A person that says he speaks for God but does not
called holy because they are made pure through Christ, andreally speak God's truth.
they belong only to God. demon(s) Demons are evil spirits from the devil.
prophets People that spoke for God. miracles False miracles—powerful acts done by the power of
altar Place where sacrifices or gifts are offered to God. the devil.
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there were no more mountains!Giant alive. But that animal is nqelive, now. But
hailstones fell on the people from the skyhat animal willbe alive angcome up out of
These hailstones weighed about 100 pourttie bottomless pit and go away to be
each. People cursed God because of this troutdstroyed. The people that live on the earth
of the halil. This trouble was a terrible thing. will be amazed when they see the animal.
. They will be amazed because he was once
The Woman on the Animal alive, is not,alive, now, but will come again.
1 One of the seven angels came aridese are the people whose names have neve
spoke to me. This was one of thbeen written in the book of life since the
angels that had the seven bowls. The angehinning of the world.
said, “Come, and | will show you the %You need a wise mind to understand this.
punishment that will be given to the famouhe seven heads on the animal are the sevel
prostitute’ She is the one sitting over mankills where the woman sits. They are also
waters.2The rulers of the earth sinned sexualiseven rulersiOFive of the rulers have already
with her. The people of the earth becanted. One of the rulers lives now. And the last
drunk from the wine of her sexual sin.” ruler is coming. When he comes, he will stay
3Then the angel carried me away by thenly a short time!'The animal that was once
Spirit" to the desert. There | saw a womayalive, but is notalive; now is an eighth ruler.
sitting on a red animal. The animal wagdhis eighth ruler also belongs to the first seven
covered with bad names written on him. Theulers. And he will go away to be destroyed.
animal had seven heads and ten hoffhe  12The ten horns you saw are ten rulers.
woman was dressed in purple and red. She whisese ten rulers have not yet received their
shining with the gold, jewels, and pearls shngdom. But they will receive power to rule
was wearing. She had a golden cup in her handth the animal for one hout3All ten of these
This cup was filled with terribleevil) things rulers have the same purpose. And they will
and the uncleanness of her sexual 88he had give their power and authority to the animal.
a title written on her forehead. This title has &They will make war against the Lamb. But
hidden meaning. This is what was written:  the Lamb will defeat them, because he is Lord
of lords and King of kings. He will defeat

THE GREAT BABYLON them with his chosen and faithful followers—
MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES the people that he has called.”
AND THE EVIL THINGS OF THE EARTH 15Then the angel said to me, “You saw the

6 water where the prostitutesits. These waters
| saw that the woman was drunk. She Wgse the many peoples, the different races,

She was drunk with the blood of those peopiimal and the ten horrigen rulers)you saw
who told abouftheir faith iny Jesus. will hate the prostitute. They will take
When | saw the woman, | was fullfayerything she has and leave her naked. They
amazed/Then the angel said to me, “Why argji| eat her body and burn her with firéGod
you amazed? | will tell you the hiddennaqde the ten horns want to do his purpose:
meaning of this woman and the animal s ey agreed to give the animal their power to
rides—the animal with seven heads and t&fla"They wil rule until the things God has said
horns.&The animal that you saw was 0nCgre completed!éThe woman you saw is the
great city that rules over the kings of the earth.”
prostitute(s) Women paid by men for sexual sin.
Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Babylon Is Destroyed
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he doj- Then | saw another ange| coming down

God's work among people in the world. :
holy people Literally, “saints” or “holy ones.” God's people are rom heaven. This ange' had much

called holy because they are made pure through Christ, HOWer. The angel’s gl(_)ry made the ear_th bright-
they belong only to God. ZThe angel shouted with a powerful voice:
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“She is destroyed! %The rulers of the earth who sinned sexually
The great city of Babylon is destroyed! with her (Babylon)and shared her wealth will
She(Babylon)has become a home see the smoke from her burning. Then those
for demons. rulers will cry and be sad because of (death.

That city has become a place for every 10The rulers will be afraid of her suffering and
unclean spirit to live. stand far away. The rulers will say:

She has become a city filled with all

kinds of unclean birds. ‘Terrible! How terrible, O great city,

: O powerful city of Babylon!
She has become a city for every unclean : - ,
and hated animal Your punishment came in one hour!

3 All the peoples of the earth have drunk  11*And the merchantsof the earth will cry

the wine of her sexual sin and be sad for héBabylon) They will be sad
and of,God's anger. because now there is no one to buy the things
The rulers of the earth sinned sexually  they sell.12They sell gold, silver, jewels,
with her, pearls, fine linen cloth, purple cloth, silk, and
and the mercharitef the world scarlet cloth, all kinds of citron wood, and all
grew rich from the great wealth kinds of things made from ivory, expensive
of her luxury.” wood, bronze, iron, and marblé3Those

: erchants also sell cinnamon, spice, incense,
4Then | heard another voice from heaven s nkincense, myrrh, wine, and olive oil: fine
“Come out of that city, my people, flour, wheat, cattle, sheep, horses, carriages,
so that you will not share in her sins. and the bodies and souls of meiThe
Then you will not get any of the bad thingsnerchants will cry and say:

that will happen to her. ‘ :
That city's sins are piled up as high “0 Bg?g'ggﬁg%%%%ﬂ'”gs you wanted

as heaven. : -
God has not forgotten the wrong things Al %?gggggaﬁgg fancy things have

she has done. - - -
6 Give that city the same as she gave to others. You will never have those things again.
Pay her back twice as much as she did1>*The merchants will be afraid of her
Prepare wine for her that is twice as stronguffering and stand far away from her
as the wine she prepared for others. (Babylon) These are the people who became
7 She(Babylon)gave herself much glory  rich from selling those things to her. The
and rich living. people will cry and be saékThey will say:
Give her that much suffering and sadness. ‘Terrible! How terrible for the great city!

She says to herself, | am a queen She was dressed in fine linen;

sitting on my throng she wore purple and scarlet cloth.

| am not a widow; Lo .
| will never be sad” She was shining with gold, jewels,

ol

- - and pearls!
: Sointrgenseedbai/q things wil come to her 17 All these riches have been destroyed
death, sad crying, and great hunger. in one hour!
She will be destroyed by fire, “Every sea captain, all the people who
because the Lord God who judges her travel on ships, the sailors, and all the people
is powerful. who earn money from the sea stood far away

from Babylon.18They saw the smoke from
demon(s) Demons are evil spirits from the devil her burm-ng'- They said |01_Jdly, ‘There was
merchants People who earn their living by buying and1EVEr & Clty. like this great Clt.y!lgThey threw
selling things. dust on their heads. They cried and were sad.
widow A widow is a woman whose husband has died. They said loudly:



1459 REVELATION 18:20-19:8

‘Terrible! How terrible for the great city! “Hallelujah (Praise God)

All the people who had ships on the sea Victory, glory, and power

became rich because of her wealth! belong to our God.
But she has been destroyed in one hour! 2 His judgments are true and right.
20 Be happy because of this, O heaven! Our God has punished the prostitiite.

Be happy, God's holy peopland She is the one who made the earth evil
apostle$ and prophetd with her sexual sin.

God has punished her because of the God has punished the prostitute
things she did to you.” to pay her for the blooftleath)

2IThen a powerful angel picked up a large of his servants.”
rock. This rock was as big asalarge millstdne. 3Those people in heaven also said:
The angel threw the rock into the sea and said: . Hallelujah (Praise God)

“That is how the great city of Babylon :She is burning andher smoke will rise
will be thrown down. forever and ever.”

That city will never be found again. 4Then the 24 eldefsand the four living

22 The music of people playingarps and . ’
other instruments, flutes and trumpetswrllrc])gssitsbg\r,lvtehde ?f?r\é)vrr:é TTT]‘ZV g"aci’(?h'ped God,
will never be heard in you again. - INey sald:

No workman doing any job will ever be “Amen,” Hallelujah(Praise God)
Thefzgﬂﬂ(;no);%un?i%g{ghevvill never be 5Then a voice came from the throne. The
heard in you again. voice said:
23 The light of a lamp will never “Praise our God, all you people
shine in you again. that serve him!
The voices of a bridegrodnand bride Praise our God, all you people
will never be heard in you again. small and great that honor him!”

Your merchantswere the world's : -
great people. 6Then | heard something that sounded like

: : ._many, many people. It sounded like the noise
" éué?ggt?;:ggig"’ge&ﬁtgmked by yOUr magic otfooding water and like loud thunder. The

of the blooddeath)of the prophets, people were saying:

of God's holy peoplé,and of all the “Hallelujah (Praise God)

people who have been killed Our Lord God rules.

on earth.” He is the All-Powerful.

. _ 7 Let us rejoice and be happy

People in Heaven Praise God and give God glory!
1 fter this | heard what sounded like Give God glory, because the wedding
many, many people in heaven. The of the Lamb(Jesushas come.

people were saying: And the Lamb’s bridgthe church)

has made herself ready.

h ol et o o Fine linen was given to the bride
oly people Literally, “saints” or “holy ones.” God's people are for h
called holy because they are made pure through Christ, and Or_ erto Wear_- )
they belong only to God. The linen was bright and clean.
apostles The men Jesus chose to be his special helpers.
prophets People that spoke for God.

millstone A large, round stone used for grinding grain. prostitute(s) Women paid by men for sexual sin.
harps Musical instruments with strings. elder(s) Elder means “older.” These are probably great leaders of
bridegroom A man ready to be married. God's people. They may be the leaders of the twelve Jewish

merchants People who earn their living by buying and family groups plus Jesus' twelve apostles.
selling things. Amen To say “Amen” means to agree strongly.
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(The fine linen means the good things thatmy.20But the animal was captured. Also the
God's holy peopledid.) false prophétwas captured. This false prophet

9Then the angel said to me, “Write this: Thoseras the one who did the miracie®r the
people who are invited to the wedding meal @nimal. The false prophet had used these
the Lamb are blesselappy)” Then the angel miracles to trick the people who had the mark
said, “These are the true words of God.” of the animal and worshiped his idoThe false

10Then | bowed down before the angel’srophet and the animal were thrown alive into
feet to worship him. But the angel said to mthe lake of fire that burns with sulfidtTheir
“‘Don’t \worship mg! | am a servant like youarmies were killed with the sword that came out
and your brothers who have the truth of Jese$.the mouth of the rider on the horse. All the
So worship God! Because the truth of Jesusbisds ate these bodies until the birds were full.
the spirit of prophecy.

The Rider on the White Horse The 1000 Years

UIThen | saw heaven open. There before OLS:VWH? nTﬁggae,hgceﬂgg tﬂgvigyo?g ?ge
was a white horse. The rider on the horseyjgttomless pit. The angel also held a large
called Faithful and True. He is right in highain in his handzThe angel grabbed the giant
judging and in making waf2His eyes are like snake (that old serpent). The giant snake is the
burning fire. He has many crowns on his heagbyi| (or Satan). The angel tied himith the
He has a name written on him, but he is th@ain for 1,000 years3The angel threw the
only one who knows the name. No oth&fake into the bottomless pit and closed it. The
person knows the naméHe is dressed in agnge| locked it over the snake. The angel did
robe dipped in blood. His name is the Word @ijs s that the snake could not trick the people
God. 14The armies of heaven were followingy the earth until the 1,000 years were ended.
him. They were riding white horses. They welgster 1,000 years the snake must be made free
dressed in fine linen, white and cledfA  for 3 short time.
sharp sword comes out of the rider's moutn. 4Then | saw some thrones and people sitting
He will use this sword to defeat the nations. H#, them. These were the people who had been
squeezgthe grapesin the winepress of thepf those people who had been killed because
terrible anger of God the All-PowerfulbOn  they were faithful tothe truth of Jesus and the
his robe and on his leg was written this namemessagefrom God. Those people did not
worship the animal or his idolThey did not
KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS  yacejye the mark of the animal on their

17Then | saw an angel standing in the suforeheads or on their hands. Those people
The angel said with a loud voice to all the birdgecame alive again and ruled with Christ for
flying in the sky, “Come together for the great,000 years>(The other dead people did not
supper of God:&Come together so that you cafive again until the 1,000 years were ended.)
eat the bodies of rulers and army commandelis is the first raising of the dea@Blessed
and famous men. Come to eat the bodies of ttEappy)and holy are those people who share
horses and their riders and the bodies of all
peop|9—f|'ee, slave, small, and great.” false prophet A person that says he speaks for God but does not
19Then | saw the animal and the rulers of thereally speak God's truth.
earth. Their armies were gathered togethernt'@lcles False miracles—powerful acts done by the power of

i : :dhe devil.
make war against the rider on the horse and im#s) Idols are statues or other objects that people worshiped

as gods.
holy people Literally, “saints” or “holy ones.” God's people aremessage The news that God has made a way for people to have
called holy because they are made pure through Christ, andtheir sins forgiven and live with him forever.
they belong only to God. holy God's people are called holy because they are made pure
prophecy A message or teaching from God. through Christ, and they belong only to God.
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in this first raising of the dead. The secortteaven from God. This holy city is the new
death has no power over those people. Thdggusaleni. It was prepared like a bride
people will be priests for God and for Christiressed for her hushani.heard a loud voice

They will rule with him for 1,000 years. from the throne. The voice said, “Now God's
home is with people. He will live with them.
The Defeat of Satan They will be his people. God himself will be

"When the 1,000 years are ended, Sétan with them and will be their God‘God will
devil) will be made free from his prisqm the wipe away every tear from their eyes. There
bottomless pjt 8Satan will go out to trick thewill be no more death, sadness, crying, or
nations in all the earth—Gog and Magogain. All the old ways are gone.”

Satan will gather the people for battle. There5The One that was sitting on the throne said,
will be so many people that they will be likéLook! | am making everything new!” Then
sand on the seashoSatan’s army marchedhe said, “Write this, because these words are
across the earth and gathered around the cdrop and can be trusted.”
of God'’s people and the city that God loves. 6The One on the throne said to me: “It is
But fire came down from heaven antinished! | am the Alpha and the Omégthe
destroyed Satan’s arm§And Satan (the oneBeginning and the End. | will give free water
who tricked those people) was thrown into thfeom the spring of the water of life to any person
lake of burning sulfur with the animal and ththat is thirsty./Any person that wins the victory
false prophet.* There they will be torturedill receive all this. And | will be his God, and
(punishedday and night forever and ever.  he will be my son8But the people who are
cowards, people who refuse to believe, people
People of the World Are Judged who do terrible things, people who kill, people
1IThen | saw a large white throne. | saw theho sin sexually, people who do evil magic,
One who was sitting on the throne. Earth apeople who worship idofsand people who tell
sky ran away from him and disappeareties—all those people will have a place in the
12And | saw the people that had died, great atadte of burning sulfur. This is the second death.”
small, standing before the throne. And the One of the seven angels came to me. This
book of life was opened. There were also otheas one of the angels who had the seven
books opened. These dead people were judgeavis full of the seven last troubles. The
by the things they had done. These things amgel said, “Come with me. | will show you
written in the books!3The sea gave up thehe bride, the wife of the LambThe angel
dead people that were in it. Death and Hadesirried me away by the Spirito a very large
gave up the dead people that were in theamd high mountain. The angel showed me the
Each person was judged by the things he Haaly city, Jerusalem. The city was coming
done.4And Death and Hades were throwdown out of heaven from GoéThe city was
into the lake of fire. This lake of fire is theshining with the glory of God. It was shining
second deatht>And if a person’s name wadright like a very expensive jewel, like a
not found written in the book of life, then thagsper. It was clear as cryst&éThe city had a
person was thrown into the lake of fire. large, high wall with twelve gates. There were
twelve angels at the gates. On each gate wa:
The New Jerusalem

Then | saw a new heaven and a new R : A
. . hew Jerusalem The spiritual city where God's people live
arth. The first heaven and the first with him.
earth had disappeared. Now there was no S@ga, Omega The first and last letters in the Greek alphabet,

ZAnd | saw the holy city coming down out of meaning the beginning and the end.
idol(s) Idols are statues or other objects that people worshiped

as gods.
false prophet A person that says he speaks for God but does 18pirit, Holy Spirit Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of
really speak God's truth. Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does

Hades Place where people go after they die. God's work among people in the world.
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written the name of one of the twelve familyulers of the earth will bring their glory into
groups of Israel.13There were three gates othe city.25The city’s gates will never close on
the east, three gates on the north, three gatay day, because there is no night there.
on the south, and three gates on the we¥iThe greatness and the honor of the nations
14The walls of the city were built on twelvewill be brought into the city27Nothing
foundation stone$.On the stones wereunclean will ever enter the city. No person
written the names of the twelve apostie$ that does shameful things or tells lies will
the Lamb. ever enter the city. Only the people whose

15The angel who talked with me had aames are written in the Lamb’s book of life
measuring rod made of gold. The angel hadll enter the city.
this rod to measure the city, its gates, and f8) 4 )Then the angel showed me the river of
wall. 16The city was built in a square. It the water of life. The river was bright
length was equal to its width. The angdike crystal. The river flows from the throne of
measured the city with the rod. The city waSod and the Lami3lt flows down the middle of
12,000 stadialong, 12,000 stadia wide, andhe street of the city. The tree of life was on each
12,000 stadia hight’The angel also measuregide of the river. The tree of life makes fruit
the wall. It was 144 cubitshigh. (The angel twelve times a year. It gives fruit every month.
was using the same measurement that peophe leaves of the tree are for healing all the
use.)!8The wall was made of jasper. The citgeople.3Nothing that God judges guilty will be
was made of pure gold, as pure as glé8e there in that city. The throne of God and the
foundation stonésof the city walls had everyLamb (Jesuswill be in the city. God’s servants
kind of expensive jewels in them. The firswill worship him.4They will see his face. God's
foundation stone was jasper, the second wesne will be written on their forehead$here
sapphire, the third was chalcedony, the founthll never be night again. People will not need
was emerald?®the fifth was onyx, the sixththe light of a lamp or the light of the sun. The
was carnelian, the seventh was yellow quartgrd God will give them light. And they will
the eighth was beryl, the ninth was topaz, thee like kings forever and ever.
tenth was chrysoprase, the eleventh was’The angel said to me, “These words are
jacinth, and the twelfth was amethystThe true and can be trusted. The Lord is the God
twelve gates were twelve pearls. Each gaiethe spirits of the prophetsGod sent his
was made from one pearl. The street of thagel to show his servants the things that
city was made of pure gold. The gold wasust happen soon.”
clear like glass. Listen! | am coming soon! The person

22 did not see a templan the city. The that obeys the words of prophédy this book
Lord God All-Powerful and the Lam@@esus) will be blessed.”
are the city’s temple3The city does not need 8 am John. | am the one who heard and saw
the sun or the moon to shine on it. The glothese things. After | heard and saw these
of God gives the city light. The LamBesus) things, | bowed down to worship before the
is the city’s lamp24The peoples of the worldfeet of the angel who showed these things to
will walk by the light given by the Lamb. Theme.%But the angel said to me, “Dontvorship

me/! | am a servant like you and your brothers
the prophets.I am a servant like all the people

Isragl The Jews—God's chosen people in the Old Testament. who O.bey the,, words in this book. You should
foundation stones The large rocks that are used as the hottoWOrship God!

part or first part in a building. 10Then the angel told me, “Don’t keep

apostles The men Jesus chose to be his special helpers. secret the words of prophe*c'm this book.
stadia One stadion was a distance of about 200 yards. It was one-
eighth of a Roman mile.
cubits A cubit is the length of a man’s arm from the elbow to the
tip of the little finger, about half a yard. prophets People that spoke for God.
temple A building where people worship God. prophecy A message or teaching from God.
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The time is neajfor these things to happen believers) | am the descendanfrom the family
11 et the person that is doing wrong continug David." | am the bright morning star.”
to do wrong. Let the person that is unclean’The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!”
continue to be unclean. Let the person thatbsery person that hears this should also say,
doing right continue to do right. Let the persdi€ome!” If a person is thirsty, let him come;
that is holy continue to be holy that person can have the water of life as a free
1| jsten! | am coming soon! | will bring gift if he wants it.
rewards with me. | will repay each person for 18 warn every person that hears the words
the things he has don&l am the Alpha and of the prophecyof this book: If a person adds
the Omegd, the First and the Last, theanything to these words, then God will give
Beginning and the End. that person the troubles written about in this
14#Those people who washed their robe®ook. 19And if any person takes away from
will be blessed. They will have the right st the words of this book of prophecy, then God
the food from the tree of life. They can gowill take away that person’s share of the tree
through the gates into the citizOutside the of life and of the holy city, which are written
city are the dogghad people) people who do about in this book.
evil magic, people who sin sexually, people 24Jesus isthe One who says that these things
who murder, people who worship iddlgnd are true. Now he says, “Yes, | am coming soon.”
people who love lies and tell lies. Amen: Come, Lord Jesus!
16], Jesus, have sent my angel to tell you 2The gracekindness)of the Lord Jesus be
these things for the churchggroups of with all people.

holy God's people are called holy because they are made pdescendant(s) The people born in a person’s family after that
through Christ, and they belong only to God. person dies.
Alpha, Omega The first and last letters in the Greek alphabeDavid King of Israel about 1000 years before Christ.
meaning the beginning and the end. Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of
washed their robes Meaning they believed in Jesus so that their Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does
sins could be forgiven. God's work among people in the world.
idol(s) Idols are statues or other objects that people worshipgphecy A message or teaching from God.
as gods. Amen To say “Amen” means to agree strongly.



