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Genesis

THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD dry land “earth.” And God named the water
that was gathered together “seas.” God saw
The First Day—Light this was good.
God made the sky and earth. At fithe ~ 'Then God said, “Let the earth grow grass,
earth was Comp|ete|y empty; nothing Wapla}nts that 'make grain, and fruit t_re_es. The
on the earth. Darkness covered the ocean, :fruit trees will make fruit with seeds in it. And
God's Spirit moved over* the watefThen €ach plant will make its own kind of seed. Let
God said, “Let there be light!™* And light these plants grow on the earth.” And it
began to shineGod saw the light, and hehappenedieThe earth grew grass and plants
knew it was good. Then God separated tithat made grain. And it grew trees that made

light from the darknes$God named the light fruit with seeds in it, Every plant made its own
“day,” and he named the darkness “night.” Kind of seeds. And God saw this was good.

There was evening, and then there wi _‘°There was evening, and then there was
morning. This was the first day. morning. This was the third day.

The Second Day—Sky The Fourth Day—Sun, Moon, and Stars
6Then God said, “Let there be air* tc 14Then God said, “Let there be lights in the

separate the water into two partgBo God SKY- These lights will separate the days from
made the air and separated the water. SometN€ Nights. These lights will be used for
the water was above the air, and some of tSPecial signs and to show when special
water was below the aifGod named the air Me€tings* begin. And they will be used to
sky.” There was evening, and then there w;SNOW the days and yearsThese lights will

- - be in the sky to shine light on the earth.” And
morning. This was the second day. it happened.
The Third Day—Dry Land and Plants 1650 God made the two large lights. God

9Then God said, “Let the water under thmade the larger light to rule during the day.

sky be gathered together so the dry land WHe made the smaller light to rule during the

" : night. God also made the statSGod put
appear.” And it happeneddGod named the these lights in the sky to shine on the earth.

18God put these lights in the sky to rule over

moved over The Hebrew word means “to fly over” or “to the day and over the night These Iights
swoop down,” like a bird flying over its nest to protect '

s babies, separated the light from the darkness. And
God made ... light Or, “In the beginning, God made the GOd Saw this was gOQd-
heavens and the earth. Whitke earth had no special shape, 19There was evening, and then there was

and darkness covered the ocean, and God’s Spirit hoverﬁqoming. This was the fourth day_
over the water3God said, ‘Let there be light!” Or, “When

God began to create the sky and the ednhile the earth
was completely empty, and darkness covered the ocean, arspecial meetings The Israelites used the sun and moon to
powerful wind blew over the wate?God said, ‘Let there  decide when the months and years began. And many Jewish

be light.” holidays and special meetings began at the time of the new
air - The Hebrew word means “bowl,” or “dome.” moon or full moon.
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The Fifth Day—Fish and Birds green plants will be their food. Every animal
20Then God said, “Let the water be fillecon earth, every bird in the air, and all the little
with many living things. And let there be birdthings that crawl on the earth will eat that
to fly in the air over the earth21So God food.” And all these things happened.
made the large sea animals.* God made evi 31God looked at everything he had made.
living thing that moves in the sea. There aAnd God saw that everything was very good.
many different kinds of sea animals—an There was evening, and then there was
God made them all' God also made evemorning. This was the sixth day.
kind of bird that flies in the sky. And God sa\
this was good. The Seventh Day—Rest
22God blessed these animals. God told the#)So the earth, the sky, and everything in
to have many babies and fill the seas. And GZthem were finishedGod finished the work
told the birds on land to make many more birdhe was doing. So on the seventh day God
23There was evening, and then there Wrested from his worléGod blessed the seventh
morning. This was the fifth day. day and made it a holy day. God made that day
special because on that day he rested from all

The Sixth Day—Land Animals and People  the work he did while making the world.
24Then God said, “Let the earth make mar

kinds of living things. Let there be man'  THE BEGINNING OF HUMANITY

different kinds of animals. Let there be lar¢  4This is the history of the sky and the earth.
animals and small crawling animals of eveiThis is the story about the things that
kind. And let all these animals make moihappened at the time God made the earth and
animals.” And all these things happened.  the sky 5This was before there were plants on
2550 God made every kind of animal. Gothe earth, Nothing was growing in the fields.
made the wild animals, the tame animals, aTpjs as because the Lord had not yet made it
all the small crawling things. And God sa\yain on the earth. And there was no person to

this was good. care for the *
o , 4 plant$Water* came up from the
26Then God said, “Now let's make man. oarth and spread over the ground.

We will make people as a copy of OUrSEVe “1han the Lord God took dust from the

el b 1 s ey e 9 orouns ard made  man The Lo e
They will rule over all the large animals an the breath of life into the man's nose, and the
y g man became a living thingThen the Lord

all the little things that crawl on the earth.” , .
2150 God made people in his own imag God planted a garden in the East,* in a place

God made peonle as a conv of himself * G(named_ Eden. The Lord God put the man he
made thempmaﬁe and femrg/@eod blessed Made in that gardefThe Lord God made

them and said to them, “Have many childre€Very beautiful tree and every tree that was
Fill the earth and take control of it. Rule ove800d for food to grow in the garden. In the
the fish in the sea and the birds in the air. RiMiddle of the garden, the Lord God put the

over every living thing that moves on the eartt €€ Of life and also the tree that gives

29God said, “I am giving you all the grairknowledge about good and evil.
bearing plants and E?II th% ¥ruit trees. S%ho: 10A river flowed from Eden and watered the

trees make fruit with seeds in it. This graigarden. That river then separated and became
and fruit will be your food3%And | am giving four smaller rivers1iThe name of the first
all the green plants to the animals. Tho:fver was Pishon. This river flowed around the

large sea animals Or, “sea monsters.”
man The Hebrew word means “man,” “people,” or the namWater Or, “A mist.”

“‘Adam.” It is like the word meaning “earth,” or “red clay.”  East This usually means the area between the Tigris and
God made people ... himself Compare Gen. 5:1,3. Euphrates rivers as far east as the Persian Gulf.
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entire country of Havilah.#JThere is gold in  24That is why a man leaves his father and
that country, and that gold is good. There amother and is joined to his wife. This way,
also Bdellium* and Onyx* in that country.)two people become one.
13The name of the second river was Giho'  25The man and his wife were naked, but
This river flowed around the entire country cthey were not ashamed.
Ethiopia.* 4The name of the third river was
Tigris.* This river flowed east of Assyria. The The Beginning of Sin
fourth river was the Euphrates.* The snake was the most clever of all the
15The Lord God put the man in the gardedwild animals that the Lord God had made.
of Eden to work the soil and take care of tf The snake wanted to trick the womafihe
garden.16The Lord God gave the man thissnake spoke to the woman and said, “Woman,
command. The Lord God said, “You may eidid God really tell you that you must not eat
from any tree in the garde&/But you must from any tree in the garden?”
not eat from the tree that gives knowled¢ 2The woman answered the snakg\d!
about good and evil. If you eat fruit from thaGod did not say that\We can eat fruit from
tree you will die!” the trees in the garde®But there is one tree
The First Woman we must not eat from. God told us, “You must
18Then the Lord God said. “l see that it i:not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle
’ . of the garden. You must not even touch that
not good for the man to be alone. | will maktree or you will die.”

a person like him to help him.” B - “ -
1 ut the snake said to the woman, “You will
The Lord God used dust from the 9"0UN ot die.5God knows that if you eat the fruit

and made every animal in the fields and BVE o that tr will learn about aood and
bird in the air. The Lord God brought all thes 0" ;& € Youl Yt 1earn abotit 99od 4
animals to the man, and the man ga\evzsl.And then you will be the same as God!”
everything a nameThe man gave names it The wcr)]m?n.saw the t(rjee was Eeé"”“f“"
all the tame animals, to all the birds in the ai>N€ Saw the fruit was good to eat. And it was
and to all the wild animals of the forest, TheXCiting that the tree would make her wise. So
man saw many, many animals and birds pthe woman took fruit from the tree and ate it.

sleep very deeply. While the man was aslee 'Then both the man and the woman
the Lord God took one of the ribs from thchanged. It was liketheir eyes openedand
man’s body. Then the Lord God closed ththey saw things differently They saw that
man’s skin at the place where he took the rithey had no clothes on—they were naked. So
22The Lord God used the rib from the man tthey got some fig leaves and sewed them
make a woman. Then the Lord God broug together and wore the fig leaves for clothes.

the woman to the ma#3And the man said, ~ 8During the cool part of the day, the Lord
o . God was walking in the garden. The man and
Finally! A person like me the woman heard him, and they hid among the
Her bones are from my bones. trees in the gardefiThe Lord God called to

Her body is from my body.
She was taken out of man,
so | will call her woman.”

the man and said, “Where are you?”

10The man said, “I heard you walking in the
garden, and | was afraid. | was naked, so | hid.”
Havilah The land along the west coast of the Arabian peninsula LThe Lord God said to the man, “Who told

and, possibly, the part of Africa south of Ethiopia. you that you were nakedWhat caused you to
Bdellium  An expensive, sweet-smelling gum. be ashameqd®id you eat fruit from that special
g';]YX A precous stone with ma.”yA'errsbf’fﬁ'”g 9% tree? | told you not to eat from that tree!”

thiopia  Or, “Cush,” a country in Africa by the Red Sea. 17Th C o
e man said, “The woman you made for

Tigris, Euphrates The two largest rivers flowing through the - e
countries of Babylonia and Assyria. me gave me fruit from that tree. So | ate it.



GENESIS 3:13-4:4 4

13Then the Lord God said to the womai | used dust to make you.
“What have you done?” And when you die
The woman said, “The snake tricked m you will become dust again.”
He fooled me and | ate the fruit.” T - .
1430 the Lord God said to the snake, Adam* named his wife Eve.* Adam gave
] o . her this name because Eve is the mother of
You did this very bad thing, every person who ever lived.
so bad things will happen to you. 21The Lord God used animal skins and
itwill be worse for you made some clothes for the man and his wife.
than for any other animal. Then he put the clothes on them.
You must crawl on your belly 22The Lord God said, “Look, the man has

and eat dust all the days
of your life.
15 T will make you and the woman
enemies to each other.
Your children and her children

become like us—he knows about good and
evil. And now the man might take the fruit
from the tree of life. If the man eats that fruit,
he will live forever.”

2350 the Lord God forced the man to leave

Yovl\jll\lvﬁf b?tgemf ghild’s foot the garden of Eden. Adam* was forced to go
but he will crush your head.” and work the ground he was made from.

_ 24The Lord God forced the man to leave the
16Then the Lord God said to the woman, garden. Then he put Cherub angels* at the
“| will cause you to have much trouble  €ntrance to the garden to protect it. The Lord

when you are pregnant. God also put a sword of fire there. This sword
And when you give birth to children, ~ flashed around and around guarding the way
you will have much pain. to the tree of life.
You will want your hushand very much, , _
but he will rule over you.™ The First Family

Adam and his wife Eve had sexual

+7Then the Lord God said to the man, relations and Eve gave birth to a baby. The

“| commanded you baby was named Cain.* Eve said, “With the
not to eat from that tree. Lord’s help, | have made a man!”
But you listened to your wife, ZAfter that, Eve gave birth to another baby.
and you ate from that tree. This baby was Cain’s brother, Abel. Abel
So [will curse* the ground became a shepherd. Cain became a farmer.
because of you.
You will have to work very hard The First Murder
all the days of your life 3-4At harvest time,* Cain brought a gift to
for the food the ground gives. the Lord. Cain brought some of the food that
18 The ground will grow thoms and weeds he grew from the ground. But Abel brought
foryou. some animals from his flock. Abel brought

And you will have to eat the plants
that grow wild in the fields.*
19 You will work hard for your food,
until your face is covered with sweat. Adam  This name means, ‘man” or “people.” It is like the word
You will work hard until the day you die, _ Meaning “eart” or ‘red clay.”

. .~ Eve This name is like the Hebrew word meaning “life.”
And then you will become dust again. cperyp angels Special angels from God. Statues of these

angels were on top of the Box of the Agreement.
You ... you Or, “You will want,to rulg your husband, but he Cain This is like the Hebrew word meaning “make” or “get.”
will rule over you.” In Hebrew this is like Gen. 4:7. At harvesttime Literally, “at the end of days.”
curse To ask for bad things to happen to a thing or person.  Abel brought ... best sheep Literally, “Abel brought some of
The ground ... fields See Gen. 1:28-29. his firstborn sheep, especially their fat.”

the best parts of his best sheep.*
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The Lord accepted Abel and his gfiBut ~ 17Cain had sexual relations with his wife.
the Lord did not accept Cain and his offeringShe became pregnant and gave birth to a sor
Cain was sad because of this, and he becanamed Enoch. Cain built a city and gave the
very angry.6The Lord asked Cain, “Why arecity the same name as his son Enoch.
you angry? Why does your face look sd8d?  18Enoch had a son named Irad. Irad had a
you do good things, you will be right with meson named Mehujael. Mehujael had a son
Then | will accept you. But if you do wrongnamed Methushael. And Methushael had a
things, then that sin is in your life. Your sirson named Lamech.
will want to control you, but you must contro  19.amech married two women. One wife
that sin.”™ was named Adah, and the other wife was

8Cain said to his brother AbeflLet's go named Zillah.20Adah gave birth to Jabal.
out to the field. So Cain and Abel went to Jabal was the father* of people who live in
the field. Then Cain attacked his brother Abtents and earn their living by keeping cattle.

and killed him. . . _ 21Adah also had another son Jubal. (Jubal was
SLater, the Lord said to Cain, “Where isJabal’s brother.) Jubal was the father of

your brother Abel?” . people who play the harp and fluééZillah
Cain answered, *I don't know. Is it my jobgave birth to Tubal-Cain. Tubal-Cain was the

to watch and care for my brother?” father of people who work with bronze and

10Then the Lord said, “What have yotjron. The sister of Tubal-Cain was named
done? You killed your brother!His blood is Naamah.

like a voice shouting to me from the grounc  23_ amech said to his wives:
11You killed your brother,and the ground . _
opened up to take his blood from your hang ~ “Adah and Zillah,

So now, | will cause bad things to happen - hear my voice!
that ground12n the past,you planted, and You wives of Lamech,
your plants grew well. But nowyou will listen to me.
plant, and the ground will not help your plant A man hurt me,
grow. You will not have a home on the eartl s0 | killed him.
You will wander from place to place.” A child hit me,

13Then Cain said, “This punishment is mor solkilled him.
than | can beart4.ook, you are forcing me to 2 The punishment for killing Cain
leave my land. | won't be able to see you or b was very great! -
near you! | won't have a home! I 'will be ~ Sothe punishment for killing me
forced to wander from place to place on th will be much, much greater!”
earth. And whoever finds me will kill me.”

15Then the Lord said to Cain,l‘will not Adam and Eve Have a New Son

let that happen!f anyone kills you, Cain, then _ 2°Adam again had sexual relations with
| will punish that person much, much more.’Eve. And Eve gave birth to another son. They

Then the Lord put a mark on Cain. This marinamed him Seth.* Eve said, “God has given

showed that no person should kill him. me another son. Cain killed Abel, but now |
have Seth.26Seth also had a son. He named
Cain’s Family him Enosh. At that time, the people began to

16Cain went away from the Lord. Cairpray to the Lord.*
lived in the land of Nod.*

father This probably means that this man invented these things,
But if you ... control that sin  Or, “But if you don't do right, or was the first person to use them.
then sin is crouching at your door. It wants you, but you muSeth This is like a Hebrew word meaning “to give.”
rule over it.” people ... the Lord Literally, “people began calling on the
Nod This name means “wandering.” name YAHWEH.”
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Adam’s Family History with God, and Enoch disappeared. God took

5This is the book about the family of Adam. him.*
God made peop|e a copy of himselGod 25After Methuselah was 187 years old, he
made them male and female. And on the sahad a son named Lameci?After Lamech

day he made them, God blessed them aWas born, Methuselah lived 782 years. During
named them “Adam.” that time, he had other sons and daughters.

3After Adam was 130 years old, he ha?’So Methuselah lived a total of 969 years;

another son. This son looked just like Adamthen he died.
Adam named his son SethAfter Seth was  28When Lamech was 182 years old, he had
born, Adam lived 800 years. During that time@ son.2%Lamech named his son Noah.*
Adam had other sons and daughtesgo Lamech said, “We work very hard as farmers
Adam lived a total of 930 years; then he diecPecause God cursed the ground. But Noah
6After Seth was 105 years old, he had a sWill bring us rest. .
named Enosh7After Enosh was born, Sett CAfter Noah was born, Lamech lived 595
lived 807 years. During that time, Seth heYears. During that time he had other sons and
other sons and daughteBSo Seth lived a daughters31So Lamech lived a total of 777
total of 912 years; then he died. years; then he died.
9after Enosh was 90 years old, he had as  S?After Noah was 500 years old, he had
named KenariOAfter Kenan was born, EnostSons named Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
lived 815 years. During that time, he had oth

sons and daughter&!So Enosh lived a total People Become Evil ,
of 905 years; then he died. The number of people on earth continued

12After Kenan was 70 years old, he had to increase. There were girls born to these
son named Mahalalel3Afier Mahalalel was PeOPIe-2~4The sons of God saw that these
born, Kenan lived 840 years. During that time9!11S Were beautiful. So the sons of God
Kenan had other sons and daughtes§o Married any of the girls they chose.
Kenan lived a total of 910 years; then he died _ Thes€ women gave birth to children.
19When Mahalalel was 85 years old, he hEDunng t_hat time and later, the Nephilim
a son named JareddAfter Jared was born, PEOPIE lived in the land. They were famous
Mahalalel lived 830 years. During that time, hFeOplf' They were heroes from ancient
had other sons and daughtef&So Mahalalel |mTeﬁ. the Lord said. “Peopl |
lived a total of 895 years; then he died. h en the Lord saig, "Feople are only
18After Jared was 162 years old, he had uman; | will not let my Spirit be troubled by

son named Enochi9After Enoch was bom them forever. | will let them live 120 years.™
Jared lived 800 years. During that time, t SThe Lord saw that the people on the earth

-~ were very evil. The Lord saw that people
gigtglﬂ(‘)?rg%%n;eaa?g ?ﬁgg?fg %Singared ived thought only about evil things all the time.

21After Enoch was 65 years old, he had
son named MethuselaB2After Methuselah One day ... God took him Or, “Enoch pleased God. Enoch
was born, Enoch walked with God for 30  disappeared. God took him.”

: . Noah This name means ‘“rest.”
yéars more. Durmg that time, he had oth Nephilim  This name is like the Hebrew word meaning “People

sons and daughteré’:SO Enoch lived a to_tal who have fallen.” Later, the Nephilim were a famous family
of 365 years240ne day Enoch was walking_ of large fighting men. See Num. 13:32-33.
These women ... times Or, “The Nephilim lived in the land in
those days and also later, when the sons of God married the
Adam This name means “man” or “people.” It is like the worc ~ daughters of men, and these women had given birth to

meaning “earth” or “red clay.” children who were famous heroes from ancient times.”
God made people ... himself Literally, “He made him in the People ... 120 years Or, “My Spirit will not live with people
image of God.” See Gen. 1:27; 5:3. forever, because they are flesh. They will live only 120 years.”

he had ... like Adam Or, “he fathered a son in his image ant ~ Or, “My Spirit will not judge people forever because they will
likeness.” In Hebrew this is like Gen. 1:27; 5:1. all die in 120 years.”
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6The Lord was sorry that he had made peogin the boat; a top deck, a middle deck, and a
on the earth. It made the Lord very sad in hlower deck.

heart.’So the Lord said, “I will destroy all the  1™Understand what | am telling you. I will
people that | made on the earth. | will destrcbring a great flood of water on the earth. | il
every man and every animal and everythirdestroy all living things that live under
that crawls on the earth. And | will destroy a heaven. Everything on the earth will diél

the birds in the air. Why? Because | am sor Will make a special agreement with you. And
that | have made all these things.” you, your sons, your wife, and your sons

8But there was one man on earth thivives will all go into the boatt%Also, you
pleased the Lord—Noah.* must find two of every living thing on the

earth. Find male and female and bring them
Noah and the Great Flood on the boat. Keep them alive with y@Find

. , two of every kind of bird on the earth. And
’This is the story about the family of Noai, 4o gvery kind of animal on the earth.

Noah was a good man all his life. Noa : - -
always followed God!%Noah had three sons:?rg?,\,rsmgnt%oe %frgalﬁéy mg g];]éh:cg?n;?: tof

Shem, Ham, and Japheth. every kind of animal on the earth will be with
11-1%0d looked at the earth, and he saygy Keep them alive on the bo&fAlso

that people had ruined it. Violence wahring every kind of food on earth into the
everywhere—people had become evil anthoat. The food will be for you and for the
cruel and had ruined their life on earth. animals.”

13S0 God said to Noah, “All people have 22Noah did all these things. Noah obeyed
filled the earth with anger and violence. Soall the things that God commanded.
will destroy all living things. | will remove

them from the earthi4Use cypress wood* The Flood Begins
and build a boat for yourself. Make rooms i~/ Then the Lord said to Noah, “I have seen
the boat,* and cover the boat with tar.* that you are a good man, even among the

15This is the size | want you to make thi€Vil people of this time. So gather your family

boat: 300 cubits* long, 50 cubits* wide, an@nd all of you go into the boadGet seven
30 cubits* high.16Make a window for the Pairs (seven males and seven females) of
boat about 18 inches* below the roof.* Put ?very k'”ld of c(ljean anflmal.l* A)\ndf get one ?ﬁ'r
: - one male and one female) of every other
door in the side of the boat. Make three ﬂooanimal on the earth. Lead all these animals
, o __into the boat with you3Get seven pairs
Nozgrryfh]; name i '(')'r‘?tghrgsi*fbfew word meaning "to by seven males and seven females) of all the
cypress,wood Liter’ally, “gopher-wood.” We do not know bII’dS.. Th|$ ,WIH allow all these animals to
exactly what kind of wood this is. It might be a kind of tree o€ONtinUE living on the earth after the other
squared timbers. animals are destroyeéSeven days from now
Make rooms in the boat Or, “Make caulking for the boat.” | will send much rain on the earth. It will rain

This could be small plants that were stuffed into the crac : ; ;
This could be small for 40 days and 40 nights. And | will wipe

tar  Or, “pitch,” a thick oil that must be heated to become quuid.everything off the_ face of the earth. |_Wi“
300 cubits 442" 10 15/16” (135m) if this was the short cubit ord@Stroy everything | made 3Noah did
516' 0" (157.5m) if it was the long cubit. everything the Lord told him to do.

50 ‘,i‘;;ft(szgggr?j’iﬁ; V(vfs?r:‘;)lg;g'iﬁf the short cubitor 861 6Npah was 600 years old at the time the
30 cubits 44’3 7/16" (13.5m) if this was the short cubit or 51' grains came’Noah and his fam”y went into the

1/16" (15.75m) if it was the long cubit. boat to be saved from the flood. Noah's wife
18 inches  Or, “one cubit," that is, 1' 5 11/16” (45cm) if this and his sons and their wives were on the boat
was the short cubit or 1' 8 5/8" (52.5cm) if it was the long
cubit.
Make a window ... below the roof Or “Make an opening for clean animal(s) Birds and animals that God said could be used
the boat about 18 inches tall.” for sacrifices.
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with him. 8All the clean animals,* all the otherAll these things were destroyed from the
animals on the earth, the birds, and everythilearth. The only life that was left was Noah
that crawls on the eartbwent into the boat and those people and animals that were with
with Noah. These animals went into the boat ihim in the boat24The water continued to
groups of two, male and female, just like Gocover the earth for 150 days.
commandedi0Seven days later the flooc
started. The rain began to fall on the earth. The Flood Ends

11-10n the 17th day of the second mont QBut God did not forget about Noah. God
when Noah was 600 years old, all the sprinQremembered Noah and all the animals that
under the ground split opeiand water beganere with him in the boat. God made a wind
flowing from the ground That same day thepjow over the earth. And all the water began
rains began falling hard on the earth. It witg disappear.
like windows in the sky were opened. The ra  2Rain stopped falling from the sky. And
fell on the earth for 40 days and 40 nightyyater stopped flowing from under the earth.
That very same day Noah and his wife, Na-arhe waer that covered the earth began to go
sons—Shem, Ham, and4Japheth—and th down and down. After 150 days, the water was
wives went into the boatiThose people andq enough that the boat touched land again.
g\(’g%’ E”gr(’f Enrmfogatgfeeaertgrweﬂen'g gThe boat stopped on one of the mountains of

at. Every Ki , EVETY KING O Ararat. This was the 17th day of the seventh
animal that crawls on the earth, and EVe . inth 5The water continued % go down, and

kind of bird were in the boat5All these ,
: : : by the first day of the tenth month the tops of
animals went into the boat with Noah. The the mountains were above the water.

came in groups of two from every kind o ,
animal that had the breath of lifAll these 65053/ da:jys_lat(ra]r, Eogf?hOpeRIed ﬁhe window
animals went into the boat in groups of tw("€ Nad made in the boaithen Noan sent out

just like God had commanded Noah, Then t& raven.* The raven flew from place to place
Lord closed the door behind him. until the ground was dry and the water was
1"Water flooded the earth for 40 days. Tr90ne-8Noah also sent out a dove. Noah
water began rising and lifted the boat off trWanted the dove to find dry ground. He
ground.18The water continued to rise, and thwanted to know if water still covered the earth.
boat floated on the water high above the ear  °The dove could not find a place to rest
19The water rose so much that even ttbecause water still covered the earth, so the
highest mountains were covered by the watdove came back to the boat. Noah reached out
20The water continued to rise above thhis hand and caught the dove and brought it
mountains. The water was more than 20 fe¢back into the boat.
above the highest mountain. 10After seven days, Noah again sent out the
21-2Zvery living thing on earth died—dove.11And that afternoon the dove came
every man and woman, every bird, and eveback to Noah. The dove had a fresh olive leaf
kind of animal on earth died. All the manin its mouth. This was a sign to show Noah
kinds of animals and all the things that craithat there was dry ground on the earth.
on the ground died. Every living, breathin12Seven days later, Noah sent the dove out
thing on dry land died23In this way, God again. But this time the dove never came back.
wiped the earth clean—God destroyed eve 13After that, Noah opened the door* of the
living thing on the earth—every man, everhoat. Noah looked and saw that the ground
animal, everything that crawls, and every birwas dry. This was the first day of the first

, , _ _ month of the year. Noah was 601 years old.
clean animals Birds and animals that God said could be use~

for sacrifices.

20 feet Literally, “15 cubits” which would be 22" 1 11/16" Ararat Or, “Urartu,” an area in Eastern Turkey.
(6.75m) if this was the short cubit or 25" 10" (7.875m) if iraven A kind of bird.
was the long cubit. opened the door Literally, “removed the covering.”
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14By the 27th day of the second month thl will demand the life of any person who takes
ground was completely dry. another person’s life.
15Then God said to Noalf‘Leave the
boat. You, your wife, your sons, and you .
sons’ wives should go out nowBring every Son?ngt%%riﬁreévgo g'”%?sgﬁrson
living animal out of the boat with you—all the U fiedbyap '
birds, animals, and everything that crawls ¢ 7“Noah, you and your sons should have
the earth. Those animals will make many momany children. Fill the earth with your people.”
animals, and they will fill the earth again.” 8Then God said to Noah and his so#$,
18So Noah went out with his sons, his wifenow make my promise to you and to your
and his sons’ wives!9All the animals, people who will live after youldl make my
everything that crawls, and every bird left thpromise to all the birds, and to all the cattle,
boat. All the animals came out of the boat iand to all the animals that came out of the boat
family groups. with you. | make my promise to every living
20Then Noah built an altar* to the Lord.thing on earth1IThis is my promise to you:
Noah took some of all the clean birds anAll life on the earth was destroyed by the flood.
some of all the clean animals,* and NoaBut that will never happen again. A flood will
burned them on the altar as a gift to God.  never again destroy all the life on the earth.”
21The Lord smelled these sacrifices, and  12And God said, “And | will give you
pleased him. The Lord said to himself, “I wilsomething to prove that | made this promise
never again curse the ground as a way to you. This proof will show that | have made

punish people. People are evil from the tiran agreement with you and every living thing
that they are young. So | will never agaion earth. This agreement will continue for all

destroy every iiving thing on the earth like times to come. This is the prodf have
have just done?2As long as the earthmade a rainbow in the clouds. That rainbow is
continues, there will always be a time foproof of the agreement between me and the
planting and a time for harvest. There wiléarth.14When | bring clouds over the earth,
always be cold and hot, summer and winteyOU Will see the rainbow in the clouds.

6 “God made people as a copy of himself.

day and night on earth.” 15When | see this rainbow, | will remember
the agreement between me and you and every
The New Beginning living thing on the earth. That agreement says

God blessed Noah and his sons. God s:that a flood will never again destroy all life on

to him, “Have many children. Fill the earttthe earth16When | look and see the rainbow
with your people 2Every animal on earth, in the clouds, | will remember the agreement
every bird in the air, every animal that crawlthat continues forever. | will remember the
on the ground, and every fish in the sea wagreement between me and every living thing

be afraid of you. All of them will be underon the earth.” .
your control.%LIn the past, | gave you the . 17So the Lord said to Noah, “That rainbow

green plants to eat. Now, every animal wi!S Proof of the agreement that | made with all

also be food for you. | give you everything o Ving things on earth.
earth—it is yoursABut | give you one
command. You must not eat meat that still h:
its life (blood) in it. 5l will demand your
blood for your lives. That is, | will deman
the life of any animal that kills a person. Ani

Problems Begin Again

18Noah’s sons came out of the boat with
dhim. Their names were Shem, Ham, and
Japheth. (Ham was the father of Canaan.)
19Those three men were Noah's sons. And all
, 3 the people on earth came from those three sons.
altaorlgfse,})redAa:toi?é tt(z:1télgdused for burning sacrifices that were 20Noah became a farmer. He planted a field
clean birds ...ganimals B.irds and animals that God said couldOf grapes?lNoah made wine and drank it. He

be used for sacrifices. became drunk and lay in his tent. Noah was
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not wearing any clotheg?Ham, the father of Ham'’s Descendants
Canaan, looked at his naked father. Ham t 6Ham’s sons were: Cush)* Mizraim’* Put’
his brothers outside the te@Then Shem and gnd Canaan.

Japheth got a coat. They carried the coat  7cysh's sons were: Seba, Havilah, Sabtah,
their backs into the tent. They walke paaman. and Sabtecah.

backwards into the tent. In this way, they d  poo 1 ak's sons were: Sheba and Dedan.

not see their father without clothes. . 8Cush also had a son named Nimrod
b “Later, :c\lohah woke u?}' (Hﬁ V\{as Sleéap'rtNimrod became a very powerful man on
h?scilcjlﬁ(ra]go s:.)ne IYlvg;ﬁ')hLdegonz t%aLni?%SoW earth.9Nimrod was a great hunter before the

' ' Lord. That is why people compare other men

Noah said, to Nimrod and say, “That man is like Nimrod,
“May there be a curse on Canaan*! a great hunter before the Lord.”
May he be a slave to his brothers.” 10Nimrod's kingdom spread from Babylon
26Noah also said, to Erech, Akkad, and Calneh in the land of
. Shinar.1INimrod also went into Assyria. In
Bless the Lord, God of Shem! Assyria, Nimrod built the cities of Nineveh,
May Canaan be Shem'’s slave. Rehoboth Ir, Calah, an?Resen. (Resen is the

47 May God give more land to Japheth. iy hetween Nineveh and Calah, the big city.)

May God live in Shem's tents. = “3ayii7raim (Eqypt) was the father of the
And may Canaan be their slave. people of Lud, Anam, Lehab, Naphtuh,
28After the flood Noah lived 350 years.14Pathrus, Casluh, and Caphtor. (The
29Noah lived a total of 950 years; then he diecPhilistine people came from Casluh.)
' 15Canaan was the father of Sidon. Sidon
Nations Grow and Spread was Canaan’s first son. Canaan was also the
1 Noah's sons were Shem, Ham, arfather of Het, the father gfthe Hittite people.
Japheth. After the flood, these three Miieang Canaan was the father of the Jebusite
became the fathers of many more sons. Hineqple, the Amorite people, the Girgashite
is a list of the sons that came from Shelpeople,]jthe Hivite people, the Arkite peaple,
Ham, and Japheth. the Sinite peopleléthe Arvadite people, the
Zemarite people, and the people from
Hamath. The families of Canaan spread to
different parts of the world.
19The land of the people of Canaan was

Japheth's Descendants
2Japheth’s sons were: Gomer, Mago
Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras.
3Gomer’s sons were: Ashkenaz, Riphat

and Togarmah. from Sidon in the north to Gerar in the south,
4Javan’s sons were: Elishah, Tarshisfrom Gaza in the west to Sodom and
Kittim, and Dodanim.* Gomorrah in the east, from Admah and

5All the people who lived in the area arounZeboiim to Lasha.
the Mediterranean Sea came from these si 2All those people were descendants* of
of Japheth. Each son had his own land. All tHam. All those families had their own
families grew and became different nationlanguages and their own lands. They became
Each nation had its own language. separate nations.

Canaan Ham's son. The people of Canaan lived along the co:
of Palestine, Lebanon, and Syria. Later, God gave this lancCush This is also another name for Ethiopia.
the people of Israel. Mizraim  This is also another name for Egypt.
Dodanim  Or, “Rodanim,” or “the people of Rhodes.” descendant(s) A person’s children and their future families.
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Shem'’s Descendants 4Then the people said, “We should build a
21Shem was Japheth's older brother. One City for ourselves. And we should build a
Shem’s descendants was Eber, the fathertower that will reach to the sky. We will be
all the Hebrew people.* famous.And this will keep us togethgiWe
22Shem’s sons were Elam, Asshuiwill not be scattered all over the earth.”
Arphaxad, Lud, and Aram. SThe Lord came down to see the city and
23Aram’s sons were Uz, Hul, Gether, antthe very tall building. The Lord saw the
Mash. people building these thingéThe Lord said,
24Arphaxad was the father of Shelah“These people all speak the same language.
Shelah was the father of Eb@¥Eber was the And | see that they are joined together to do
father of two sons. One son was naméthis work. This is only the beginning of what
Peleg.* He was given this name because tthey can do. Soon they will be able to do

son was named Joktan. confuse their language. Then they will not
26Joktan was the father of AlmOdadunderstand each c?ther%’. y

Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerafitiadoram, = sgy the Lord caused the

. . people to spread

395)&lﬁ‘rDll-lkalla'?a{hzggn%aJlbtgtl)alr&ﬂet#ossehegc?’la" over the earth. So the people did not finish
pair, haviian, ' peop building the city.9That is the place where the

were Joktan’s sonsfThose people lived in
the area between Mesha and the hill couni-0"d confused the language of the whole
world. So that place is called Babel.* So the

1 *
g}etgﬁaliast. Mesha was toward the country 'Lord caused the people to spread out from

3IThose are the people from the family cthat place to all the other places on earth.
Shem. They are arranged by families , ,
languages, countries, and nations.  The Story of Shem's Family
32That is the list of the families from  10This is the story of Shem’s family. Two
Noah's sons. They are arranged according years after the flood, when Shem was 100
their nations. From those families came ayears old, his son Arphaxad was bdfter
the people who spread across the earth afthat Shem lived 500 years. He had other sons
the flood. and daughters.
. 12When Arphaxad was 35 years old, his
The World Divided son Shelah was borA3After Shelah was
1 After the flood, the whole world spoke horn, Arphaxad lived 403 years. During that
ne language. All people used the santime he had other sons and daughters.
words.2People moved from the East.* The' 14after Shelah was 30 years old, his son
found a plain in the country of Shinar. Thieper was borntSAfter Eber was born, Shelah

people stayed there to live. lived 403 . During that time he had oth
3The people said, “We should make bricks“gas and )é:igshterusrlmg e e et o

and put them in fire so that they will becom ™ 16attar Eper was 34 years old, his son

very hard.” So the people used DrICKS, Nipgjo 'y horri7After Peieg was born, Eber
atsoendetsértf n%l:”r(rjl Otnglrr*houses. And the PEOL}ived 430 years more. During that time he had
’ ' other sons and daughters.
18After Peleg was 30 years old, his son Reu
One ... Hebrew people Literally, “To Shem was born the Was born.19fter Reu was born, Peleg lived
father of Eber's sons." 209 years more. During that time he had other

Peleg This name means, “division.”
East This usually means the area between the Tigris an%ons and daUtherS'

Euphrates rivers as far as the Persian Gulf.
tar  Or, “pitch,” a thick oil that must be heated to become liquid
mortar  Cement used when building with bricks. Babel Or, “Babylon.” This is like a word meaning “confuse.”
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20After Reu was 32 years old, his son Sert 3 | will bless people who bless you,

was born.2lAfter Serug was born, Reu livec and | will curse people who curse* you.
207 years more. During that time he had ott | will use you to bless
sons and daughters. all the people on earth.”

22After Serug was 30 years old, his s
Nahor was born23After Nahor was born, Abram Goes to Canaan .
Serug lived 200 years more. During that tim 450 Abram left Haran just like the Lord said.
he had other sons and daughters. And Lot went with him. Abram was 75 years

24After Nahor was 29 years old, his so0ld when he left HararkAbram took his wife
Terah was born25After Terah was born. Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the slaves and all the

Nahor lived 119 years more. During that tirOther things he got in Haran. Then Abram and

he had other sons and daughters. his group moved to the land of Canaan.

26After Terah was 70 years old, his SorfﬁAbram htraveled t?ré)ﬁgh hthe lan% o;‘] Canaan as
Abram, Nahor, and Haran were born. ar as tne town of Shechem and then went to
the big tree at Moreh. The Canaanite people
: - lived in that place at this time.
21Thi T_hestory of TerfahTs Farr: |ny v Teral The Lord appeared* to Abram. The Lord
IS Is the story of Teran's family. Teralggiq « il give this land to your descendants.”

Haran was the father of Lot®Haran died in 5o Apram built an altar* for worshiping the

his home town, Ur of Babylonia,* while his| orq there 8Then Abram left that place and
father Terah was still alive:%Abram and {raveled to the mountains east of Bethel.
Nahor both married. Abram’s wife was name Abram set up his tent there. The city of Bethel
Sarai. Nahor's wife was named Milcahwas to the west. The city of Ai was to the
Milcah was the daughter of Haran. Haran w.east. At that place Abram built another altar to
the father of Milcah and IscafSarai did not the Lord. And Abram worshiped the Lord
have any children because she was not abltthere. 9After this, Abram began traveling

have children. again. He traveled toward the Negev.*
31Terah took his family and left Ur of .
Babylonia.* They planned to travel to Canaal Abram in Egypt

Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lc  10During this time, the land was very dry.
(Haran’s son), and his daughter-in-law Sar There was no rain, and no food was able to
(Abram’s wife). They traveled to the city ofgrow. So Abram went down to Egypt to live.
Haran and decided to stay thef&Terah lived 1!Abram saw how beautiful his wife Sarai

to be 205 years old. He died in Haran. was. So just before they arrived in Egypt,
Abram told Sarai, “I know that you are a very
God Calls Abram beautiful womanl12The Egyptian men will
The Lord said to Abram see you. They will say, ‘This woman is his
1 “L eave your country and'your people. wife.” Then they will kill me because they

want you.13So tell people that you are my
sister. Then they will not kill me. They will
think 1 am your brother, and they will be kind
to me. In this way, you will save my life.”

Leave your father's family
and go to the country | will show you.
2 | will build a great nation from you.
| will bless you

and make your name famous.

pe0p|e will use your name curse To ask for bad things to happen to a thing or person.
The Lord appeared God often used special shapes so people
to bless other people.

could see him. Sometimes he was like a man, an angel, a fire,
or a bright light.
altar(s) A stone table used for burning sacrifices that were
Ur of Babylonia Literally, “Ur of the Chaldeans.” A city in  offered as gifts to God.
southern Babylonia. Negev The desert area in the southern part of Judah.
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14S0 Abram went into Egypt. The men osame time. The shepherds of Abram and Lot
Egypt saw that Sarai was a very beautifibegan to argue.
woman.15Some of the Egyptian leaders sar  8So Abram said to Lot, “There should be
her also. They told Pharaoh that she wasno arguing between you and me. Your people
very beautiful woman. Those leaders tocand my people should not argue. We are all
Sarai to Pharaoh’s homéPharaoh was kind brothers.®We should separate. You can
to Abram because he thought Abram wechoose any place you want. If you go to the
Sarai's brother. Pharaoh gave Abram sheeleft, I will go to the right. If you go to the
cattle, and donkeys. Abram also got mefight, | will go to the left.”

servants, women servants, and camels. 10Lot looked and saw the Jordan Valley.
17Pharaoh took Abram'’s wife. So the Lor(LOt saw that there was much water there. (This

caused Pharaoh and all the people in FWas before the Lord destroyed Sodom and

house to have very bad diseadéSo Pharaoh Gomorrah. At that time the Jordan Valley all
called Abram. Pharaoh said, “You have dor€ Way to Zoar was like the Lord's Garden.
a very bad thing to me! You didn’t tell me S Was good land, like the land of Egypt.)

Sarai was your wife! Why29You said, ‘She 11So Lot chose to live in the Jordan Valley.

- i) : The two men separated, and Lot began
is my sister.” Why did you say that? | took he , .
s0 she could be my wife. But now | give youtravellng east1?Abram stayed in the land of

wife back to you. Take her and gaThen Canaan, and Lot lived among the cities in the

Pharaoh commanded his men to lead Abreva”ey' Lot moved far south to Sodom and

o made his camp theré3The Lord knew that
out of Egypt. So Abram and his wife eft thaye e onje of Sodom were very evil sinners.

place. And they carried everything they ha™"14x¢tar | ot left. the Lord said to Abram,
with them. “Look around you. Look north and south and
east and west?All this land that you see | will
Abram Returs to Canaan give to you and your people whg live after you.
1 So Abram left Egypt. Abram traveleCThjs will be your land forever!8 will make
hrough the Negev* with his wife andyayr people as many as the dust of the earth. If
everything he owned. Lot was also with thenyegnle could count all the dust on earth, then
2At this time, Abram was very rich. He hatthey could count your peopléZSo go. Walk
many animals and much silver and gold.  through your land. | now give it to you.”
3Abram continued traveling around. He let 1859 Abram moved his tents. He went to
the Negev* and went back to Bethel. He wellive near Mamre’s big trees. This was near the
to the place between the city of Bethel and tlcity of Hebron. At that place Abram built an
city of Ai. This was the same place Abraraltar* for worshiping the Lord.
and his family had camped befof@his was
the place Abram had built an altar.* Si Lot Is Captured
Abram worshiped the Lord at this place. 1 Amraphel was the king of Shinar.
Arioch was the king of Ellasar.
Abram and Lot Separate Kedorlaomer was the king of Elam. And Tidal
SDuring this time, Lot was also travelincwas the king of Goiim2All these kings fought
with Abram. Lot had many animals and tenta war against Bera the king of Sodom, Birsha
6Abram and Lot had so many animals that tithe king of Gomorrah, Shinab the king of
land could not support both of them togetheAdmah, Shemeber the king of Zeboiim, and
7And the Canaanite people and the Perizz the king of Bela. (Bela is also called Zoar.)

people were also living in this land at th Al these kings joined their armies in the
Valley of Siddim. (The Valley of Siddim is

. now the Salt SeaiThese kings had served

Negev The desert area in the southern part of Judah. dorl f | Butin the 13th

altar(s) A stone table used for burning sacrifices that Weré<e orlaomer for twelve ye_ars- .Ut 'n_t e 13t
offered as gifts to God. year they all rebelled against hifSo in the
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14th year, King Kedorlaomer and the king Abram Rescues Lot

with him came to fight against them  14ahram learned that Lot was captured. So
l?]ed%rlaor?yer and thle K'”%S ‘r’:"th h'r?‘Kdefea‘.t‘Abram called all of his family together. There
the Rephaim people in Ashteroth Kamain, e e 318 trained soldiers. Abram led the men

They also defeated the Zuzim people in Hal
The){/ defeated the Emim peo%lepin Shawand chased the enemy all the way to the town

Kiriathaim. 6And they defeated the Horite®f Dan- That night, he and his men made a
people who lived in the area from the hiSurprise attack against the enemy. They
country of Seir* to El Paran.* (El Paran j«defeated the enemy and chased them to Hobah,
near the desertJThen King Kedorlaomer north of DamascustéThen Abram brought
turned back and went to En Mishpat (that back all the things that the enemy had stolen.
Kadesh) and defeated the Amalekite peopAbram brought back the women and servants,
He also defeated the Amorite people living land also Lot and everything Lot owned.
Hazezon Tamar. ~ 17Then Abram went home after he defeated
8At that time, the king of Sodom, the kintkedorlaomer and the kings with Kedorlaomer.
of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the King Cyhen he came home, the king of Sodom went

Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (Zoar) joinety 1 meet him in the Valley of Shaveh. (This
together and went to fight against theiS now called King’s Valley.)

enemies,They went to fightin the Valley of
Siddim.* 9They fought against Kedorlaome -
the king of Elam, Tidal the king of Goiim, Melchizedek

Amraphel the king of Shinar, and Arioch th ‘®Melchizedek, the king of Salem, also
king of Ellasar. So there were four kingWent to meet Abram. Melchizedek was a

fighting against five. priest of God Most High. Melchizedek
10There were very many holes filled with tarbrought bread and winéMelchizedek

in the Valley of Siddim. The kings of Sodonblessed Abram and said,

and Gomorrahand their armigsran away.

Many of the soldiers fell into those holes. B Abram, may God Most High bless you.

the others ran away to the mountains. God made heaven and earth.

1150 their enemies took all the things th: 2 And we praise God Most High.
the people of Sodom and Gomorrah owne God helped you to defeat
They took all their food and clothing and lef your enemies.”

12| ot, the son of Abram’s brother, was livin .
in Sodom, and the enemy captured him. T APram gave Melchizedek one tenth of
enemy also took everything he owned ar€verything he had taken during the E)a_ttle.
left. 130ne of the men that was not capture?:Then the king of Sodom told Abram, “Give
went to Abram the Hebrew and told him wh:me my people that the enemy took away. But
happened. Abram was camped near the triyou can keep all these other things.”

of Mamre the Amorite. Mamre, Eshcol, an  22But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I
Aner had made an agreement to help eepromise to the Lord, the God Most High, the
other.* And they had also signed aQne who made heaven and earff-promise

agreement to help Abram. that | will not keep anything that is yours—not
even a thread or a shoestring! | don't want you
SeirOr, “Edom.” to say, ‘| made Abram richZ4The only thing

El Paran Probably the town Elath, at the southern tip of Israql ., :
ea the Red Sea. T will accept is the food that my young men

Valley of Siddim The valley or plain along the eastern ofave eaten. But you should give the other men
t Soouthfaftﬁfp S'tf:]? Ef tf;thtead Ste;l-h ed o becomel ,dtheir share. Take the things we won in battle
ar I, “pItch,” a thick ol that must be heated to become liquid, .
Mamre ... other Literally, “Mamre ... was a brother of and give some to Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre.

Eshcol and a brother of Aner.” These men helped me in the battle.”
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God's Agreement With Abram will live in a country that is not their own.
1 After all these things happened, th They will be strangers there. And the people
ord of the Lord came to Abram in ¢there will make them slaves and do bad things
vision.* God said, “Abram, don’t be afraid. Ito them for 400 year$4But then | will punish
will defend you. And I will give you a greatthe nation that made them slaves. Your people
reward.” will leave that land, and they will take many
2But Abram said, “Lord God, there isgood things with them.
nothing you can give me that will make m 15*You yourself will live to be very old.
happy. Why? Because | have no son. So rYou will die in peace. And you will be buried
slave Eliezer from Damascus will get all thwith your family. 16After four generations
things | own after | die.3Abram said, “You your people will come to this land again. At
have given me no son. So a slave born in rthat time, your people will defeat the Amorite
house will get everything | have.” people. | will use your people to punish the
4Then the Lord spoke to Abram. God saitAmorites living here. This will be in the
“That slave will not be the one to get thifuture, because the Amorite people are not yet
things you have. You will have a son. Anievil enough to punish.”

your son will get the things you have.”  17after the sun went down, it became very
SThen God led Abram outside. God saitdark. The dead animals still lay on the
"Look at the sky. See the many stars. Theground—each animal cut in two pieces. At
are so many you can't count them. In ththat time, a column of smoke and fire* passed
future, your family will be like that. __between the halves of the dead animals.*
®Abram believed God. And God decider 1854 on that day, the Lord made a promise

Abram’s faith was the same as living righang an agreement with Abram. The Lord said,
and d0|rr1]g a good vr\:orlfGod sa|df to Abram,f “I will give this land to your descendants. | will
| am t.e*Lor.d who led you from Ur of qie them the land between the River of Egypt*
Fal&ylonla. '.lﬂ'd th|sh_so| ! Cé"jld give you thiszng the great river Euphratd€This is the land
agB_tyXltj) Wi OW.”dt ‘!E ag " Master. h of the Kenite people, the Kenizzite people, the
: ‘ N Perizzite people, the Rephaim peofi&he
“God said to Abram, We will make an .Amorite people, the Canaanite people, the

agreement.Bring me a three-year-old cow, ¢ - : "
three-year-old goat, and a three-year-old ra‘Glrgashlte people, and the Jebusite people.

Also, bring me a dove and a young pigeon.”
10Abram brought all these things to Goc
Abram killed these animals and cut each <1
them into two pieces. Then Abram laid eac from E H H
half across from the other half. Abram did mgewam rom Egypt. Her name was Hagar.
cut the birds into two pieceéLater, large ~oarai said to Abram, *The Lord has not
birds flew down to eat the animals. Buallowed me fo have children. So go with my
Abram chased them away. servant Hagar. | will accept the child that is

12, ater in the day, the sun was going dow PO from her like itis my own.
Abram became very sleepy and fell aslee
While he was asleep a very terrible darkne column of smoke and fire A sign that God used to show that he
came.13Then the Lord said to Abram, “You  was with his people.
should know these things: Your descendarPpassed between the halves of the dead animalShis showed
that God “signed” or “sealed” the agreement he made with
Abraham. In those days, a person making an agreement
vision Like a dream. God gave messages to his special peo  showed he was sincere by walking between the cut animals
by letting them see and hear things in visions. and saying something like, “May this same thing happen to
Ur of Babylonia Literally, “Ur of the Chaldeans.” A city i~ me if | don't keep the agreement.”
southern Babylonia. River of Egypt That is, the stream called, “Wadi El-Arish.”

Hagar the Servant Girl

Sarai was Abram’s wife. She and
Abram had no children. Sarai had a
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Abram obeyed his wife SaraiThis was  13The Lord talked to Hagar. Hagar began to
after Abram lived ten years in the land cuse a new name for God. She said to him,
Canaan. And Sarai gave Hagar to her hush¢“You are ‘God Who Sees Me.” She said this
Abram. (Hagar was her servant from Egypt.) because she thought, I see that even in this

4Hagar became pregnant from Abranplace God sees me and cares for nié8o
When Hagar saw this, she became very prcthat well was called Beer Lahai Roi.* That
and began to feel that she was better thwell is between Kadesh and Bered.

Sarai her mastefBut Sarai said to Abram, 1°Hagar gave birth to Abram’s son. And
“My servant now hates me. And | blame yOAbram named the son IshmatAbram was 86

for this. | gave her to you. She becanyearsold when Ishmael was born from Hagar.

pregnant. And then she began to feel that ¢ »

is better than | am. | want the Lord to judg  Circumcision—Proof of the Agreement

which of us is right.” 1 hen Abram was 99 years old, the Lord
6But Abram said to Sarai, “Hagar is you== I appeared to him. The Lord said, “l am

slave. You can do anything you want to herGod All-Powerful.* Do these things for me:

So Sarai was mean to her servant Hagar, :Obey me and live the right wadff you do this, -
Hagar ran away. | will prepare an agreement between us. | will

promise to make your people a great nation.”
3Then Abram bowed down before God.
God said to him4This is my part of our
. agreement: | will make you the father of
pool of water in the desert. The pool Was k7 naionss| will change your name. Your
the road to ShuréThe Angel said, "Hagar, yame yill not be Abram*—your name will be
you are Sarai's s.erv'g,nt. Why are you her apraham.* | give you this name because | am
Where are you going?” - making you the father of many natiofiswil
Hagar said, “l am running away from Saral.give you many, many descendants.* New
_ 9The Angel of the Lord said to Hagarnations and kings will come from yotAnd |
Sarai is your master. Go home to her aryil| prepare an agreement between you and
obey her."1The Angel of the Lord also saicme, This agreement will also be for all your
to Hagar, “From you will come many peoplégescendants. This agreement will continue
There will be so many people that they canrforever. | will be your God and the God of all
be counted.” _ your descendant&nd | will give this land to
LiThe Angel of the Lord also said, you and to all your descendants. | will give
] you the land you are traveling through—the
Hagﬁé’ygﬁviﬁ?hn;\yg r;rz(g)rqant, land of Canaan. I will give you this land
vou will name him Ishmaél N forever. And | w_||I be your God.” o
because the Lord has he’ard 9And God said to Abraham, “Now, this is
that vou were treated bad your part of the agreement. You and all your
anyd he will helo vo Y descendants* will obey my agreemeHiThis
1 “IshmaeLI will be wild anpd)q‘rge is the agreement that you will obey. This is
; . : the agreement between you and me. This is
ke a wild donkey. for all your descendants: Every boy that is
He will move from place to place

and camp near his brothers.

He will be against everyone Beer Lahai Roi  This means “The well of the Living One who
i i im " sees me.”
and everyone will be agamSt him. God All-Powerful  Literally, “El Shaddai.”
Abram  This means “honored father.”
Abraham  This means “great father” or “father of many.”
Ishmael This name means “God hears.” descendant(s) A person’s children and their future families.

Hagar's Son Ishmael
The Angel of the Lord found Hagar near
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born must be circumcised!tYou will cut the  22After God finished talking with Abraham,
skin to show that you follow the agreemerGod went upinto heavep 23God had told
between me and yo&When the baby boy is Abraham to circumcise* all the men and boys
eight days old, you will circumcise him.in his family, So Abraham gathered Ishmael
Every boy born among your people and eveand all the slaves born in his house together.
boy that is a slave of your people must kAbraham also gathered together the slaves
circumcised.13So every baby boy in yourthat were bought with money. Every man and
nation will be circumcised. Every boy that ilboy in Abraham’s house was gathered
born from your family or bought as a slavtogether, and they were all circumcised.
will be circumcised4Abraham, this is the Abraham circumcised them that day, just like
agreement between you and many male God told him.

that is not circumcised will be cut off from hi 24Abraham was 99 years old when he was
people.* Why? Because that person h:circumcised.”2%And Ishmael, his son, was 13

broken my agreement.” years old when he was circumcised.
26Abraham and his son were circumcised on
Isaac—The Promised Son that same day2’Also, on that day all the men

15God said to Abraham, “I will give Sarai,*in Abraham's house were circumcised. All the
your wife, a new name. Her new name will pslaves born in his hOU.SE ano! all the slaves that
Sarah.*16 will bless her. | will give her a he had bought were circumcised.

son, and you will be the father. She will b

the mother of many new nations. Kings ¢ The Three Visitors
nations will come from her.” 18Later, the Lord again appeared to
17Abraham bowed his face to the groun Abraham. Abraham was living near the

to show he respected Godut he laughed 0ak trees of Mamre. One day, at the hottest

and said to himself, “I am 100 years old. part of the day, Abraham was sitting at the
can’t have a son. And Sarah is 90 years odoor of his tent?Abraham looked up and saw

She can't have a child.” three men standing in front of him. When
18Then Abraham said to God, “I hopeAbraham saw the men, he ran to them and
Ishmael will live and serve you.” bowed before thenmBAbraham said, “Sirs,*

19God said, “No! | said that your wife please stay awhile with me, your servat.

Sarah will have a son. You will name hinWwill bring some water to wash your feet. You
Isaac.* | will make my agreement with him can rest under the treéswill get some food
That agreement will be an agreement thfor you, and you can eat as much as you want.
continues forever with all his descendants.* Then you can continue your journey.” _
20You mentioned Ishmael, and | hearc The three men said, “That is fine. We will

you. | will bless him. He will have manydo as you say.” ,
children. He will be the father of twelve grez ®Abraham hurried to the tent. Abraham said

leaders. His family will become a great natioito Sarah, “Quickly, prepare enough wheat for
21But | will make my agreement with Isaacthree loaves of bread’Then Abraham ran to

Isaac will be the son that Sarah will have. Thhis cattle. Abraham took his best young calf.
son will be born at this same time next year.” Abraham gave the calf to the servant. Abraham

told the servant to hurry, kill the calf, and
o , _ _prepare it for food8Abraham brought the meat
circumcise(d) Cutting the foreskin from a man. In Israel th|sand some milk and cheese and set them down

was proof that a man had made a special agreement to o
God's laws and teachings. Tifront of the three men. Then Abraham stood

cut off from his peaple This means a person must be separate€ar the menready to serve thepwhile they
from his family and lose his share of the inheritance. sat under the tree and ate.

Sarai A name, probably Aramaic, meaning “princess.”

Sarah A Hebrew name meaning “princess.”

Isaac This name means “he laughs.” Sirs  This Hebrew word can mean “sirs” or “Lord.” This might

descendants A person’s children and their future families. show that these were not ordinary men.
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9Then the men said to Abraham, “Where the Lord and asked, “Lord, do you plan to
your wife Sarah?” destroy the good people while you are
Abraham said, “She is there, in the tent.” destroying the evil peoplé®What if there are
10Then the Lord said, “I will come again ir50 good people in that city? Will you still
the spring. At that time, your wife Sarah wildestroy the city? Surely you will save the city
have a son.” for the 50 good people living theréSurely
Sarah was listening in the tent and heayou would not destroy the city. You would not
these things!lAbraham and Sarah were verdestroy 50 good people to kill the evil people.
old. Sarah was past the right age for womenl|f that happened, then good people and evil
have children12So Sarahdid not believe people would be the same—they would both
what she heard. Shiughed to herself andbe punished. You are the judge of all the earth.
said, “l am old and my hushand is old. | ail know you will do the right thing.”
too old to have a baby.” 26Then the Lord said, “If | find 50 good
13Then the Lord said to Abraham, “Sarapeople in the city of Sodom, | will save the
laughed and said she was too old to havewhole city.”
baby.14s anything too hard for the Lord? No  27Then Abraham said, “Compared to you,
| will come again in the spring when | said Lord, | am only dust and ashes. But let me
would. And your wife Sarah will have a son."bother you again and ask you this question:
15But Sarah said, “I didn't laugh!” (She28what if five good people are missing? What

said this because she was afraid) ~if there are only 45 good people in the city?
But the Lord said, “No. | know that is nowill you destroy a whole city for just five
true. You did laugh!” people?”

16Then the men got up to leave. The The Lord said, “If | find 45 good people
looked toward Sodorrand began walking in there, | will not destroy the city.”
that direction Abraham walked with them to  29Abraham spoke again. He said, “And if

send them on their way. you find only 40 good people there, will you
, - destroy the city?”
Abraham's Bargain With God The Lord said, “If | find 40 good people, |

17The Lord said to himself, “Should | tellyj|| not destroy the city.”

Abraham the thing that | will now do% 30Then Abraham said, “Lord, please don't
18Abraham will become a great and powerfipe angry with me. Let me ask you this; If only
nation. And all the people on earth will b3q good people are in the city, will you
blessed because of hir®l have made a destroy the city?”

special agreement with Abraham. | did this ¢ The'|ord said, “If I find 30 good people
he would command his children and hithere’ | will not destroy the City_”
descendants* to live the way the Lord wan  31Then Abraham said, “May | bother my

them to. | did this so they would live right an orq again and ask, what if there are 20 good
be fair. Then I, the Lord, can give him th people?”’

things | promised.” The Lord answered, “If | find 20 good
20Then the Lord said, “I have heard marheqple, | will not destroy’ the city.” :

times that the people of Sodom and GOmorT™ szthen Apraham said, “Lord, please don't
are very evil21So | will go and see if thingspe angry with me, but let me bother you this

for sure.” . there, what will you do?”
2250 the men turned and started walkir - the | ord said, “If I find ten good people in

toward Sodom. But Abraham stood thel : : o
the city, | will not destroy it.
before the Lord23Then Abraham approache 33Tr>1/e Lord was fir?/ished speaking to
Abraham, so the Lord left. And Abraham
descendants A person's children and their future families, ~ went back to his home.
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Lot's Visitors and closed the doorllThen they did

1 That evening the two angels came tsomething to the men outside the door—they
he city of Sodom. Lot was sitting neacaused all those evil men, young and old, to
the city gates and saw the angglst thought become blind. So the men trying to get in the
they were men traveling through towhot house could not find the door.
got up and went to them and bowed down «
the ground2Lot said, “Sirs, please come tc The Escape From Sodo
my house, and | will serve you. There you c:  *2The two men said to Lot, “Are there any
wash your feet and stay the night. Theother people from your family living in this
tomorrow you can continue your journey.”  City? Do you have any sons-in-law, sons,
The angels answered, “No, we will stay thdaughters, or any other people from your
night in the square.*” family here? If so, then you should tell them
3But Lot continued to ask them to come t{0 léave now3We are going to destroy this
his house. So the angels agreed to go to LcCIly: The Lord heard _hc,)’w evil this city is, so
house. They went to Lot's house. Lot gayNe Sent us to destroy it . .
them something to drink. Lot cooked som, %S0 Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-
bread for the angels, and they ate it. law, the men who had married histher
4That evening, just before bedtime, medaughters. Lot said, “Hurry and leave this

from every part of town came to Lot's housecri]ty! The Lﬁrd vp]/illLsoon d.elfltroy it” But
The men from Sodom stood around the hout ?g_lghment ougnt Lot was AO Ing. X |
and called to Lot. They saifWhere are the € next morning at dawn, the angels

. _hioWere trying to make Lot hurry. They said,
g/\g)nén tehne(r?]ngﬁlts%ct)hﬁts c\?vrréev\tgn;{otlé tki,?\',geh;'e“This city will be punished. So take your wife
with them.” ' and your two daughters who are still with you

6Lot went outside, and closed the O|0cand leave this place. Then you will not be

: . ! «n ) destroyed with the city.”
behind him.7Lot said to the men, “No! .
Friends, | beg you, please don't do this ev +But Lot was confusegand did not hurry

thing! 8Look, | have two daughters who havi® leavg. So the two mer(angels)held the

- . hands of Lot and his wife and his two
never slept with a man before. | will give my . .
daughters to you. You can do anything ycdaughters. The two men led Lot and his family

: ; ' “out of the city safely. The Lord was kind to
\t'gamevgghr;heenm'Tiggglerﬁztg ?]%r\\/te dCoO%neytgnl Lot and his family.17So the two men brought

house, and | must protect them.* Lot and his family out of the city. After they

. were out, one of the men said, “Now run to
9The men surrounding the house answere "ol Dan’ ’ :
“Then. you come here!” The men said (Save your life! Don’t look back at the city.

themselves, “This man Lot came to our city EAnd don't stop any place in the valley. Run

a visitor. Now he wants to tell us how W(until you are in the mountains. If you stop,
. H M M IH
should live!” Then the men said to Lot, “Wethen you will be destroyed with the city!

. . » o 18But Lot said to the two men, “Sirs, please
‘t"r’]'” do wortse tth(;ngs to youlthan o ghe:n. S'gon't force me to run so fat¥ou have been

e men started moving closer and closer :
Lot. They were about to break down the doo very kind to me, your servant. You have been

108yt the two men staying with Lot opene«very kind to save me. But | can't run all the
the door, pulled Lot back inside the hous: & to the mountains. What if | am too slow

and something happens? | will be killed!

20L ook, there is a very small town near here.

square An open area in a city near the city gates. Traveles€t me run to that town. | can run to that town
often camped there when they came to town. and be safe.”

| must protect them If a person invited a traveler to stay with 21IThe ange| said to Lot. “Fine. I'll let you
him, then he was also promising to protect the traveler. So Lg ! :

was trying to protect these men, even if it meant that he mig 0 that. | Won,t,deStroy that tOWﬁ-ZBl_Jt run
lose his own daughters. there fast. | can’t destroy Sodom until you are
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safely in that town.” (That town is name( 34The next day, the older daughter said to

Zoar,* because it is a small town.) the younger daughter, “Last night | went to
bed with my father. Let’s get him drunk with
Sodom and Gomorrah Destroyed wine again tonight. Then you can go into his

23 ot was entering Zoar just as the sun w.bed and have sex with him. In this way we can
coming up.24At the same time, the Lorduse our father to have children and our family
began to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah, Twill not come to an end.5So that night the
Lord caused fire and burning sulfur to fall otwo girls got their father drunk with wine.
of the sky from the Lord?5So the Lord Then the younger daughter went into his bed
destroyed those cities. The Lord destroyed tand had sexual relations with him. Again, Lot
whole valley—all the plants and all the peopas o drunkthat he did not know when she
living in the cities. came to bed or when she got up.

26While they were running away, Lot's_ 3®Both of Lot's daughters became pregnant.
wife looked back at the city and became Their father was the father of their babies.
block of salt. 37The older daughter gave birth to a son. She

27Early that same morning, Abraham got named him Moab.* Moab is the father of all

and went to the place where he stood befthe Moabite people living today*¢The

the Lord.28Abraham looked down toward theYOUnger daughter also gave birth to a son. She
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. Abraha"@med him Ben-Ammi.* Ben-Ammi is the

looked at all the land in the valley. Abraha;father of all the Ammonite people living today.

saw much smoke rising from the land.

, e Abraham Goes to G
looked like smoke from a very big fire. 2 O‘A ranam 50es f0 Herat

braham left that place and traveled to
he Negev.* Abraham settled in the city
of Gerar, between Kadesh and Shur. While in
Gerar,2Abraham told people that Sarah was
his sister. Abimelech, king of Gerar, heard this.
Abimelech wanted Sarah, so he sent some
servants to take hetBut one night, God spoke
, to Abimelech in a dream. God said, “You will
Lot ano.l His DaughFers die. That woman you took is married.”

Lot was afraid to stay in Zoar. So he ar agyt Abimelech had not yet slept with
his two daughters went to live in thigaran, So Abimelech said, “Lord, | am not
mountains. They lived in a cave the#One gyilty. Would you kill an innocent person?
day the older daughter said to the youngisapraham himself told me, ‘This woman is
Everywhere on the earth, men and womemy sister.” And the woman also said, ‘This
marry and have a family But our father is man is my brother.’ | am innocent. I did not
old and there are no men around here to gknow what | was doing.”

us children.32So let's get our father drunk 6Then God said to Abimelech in a dream,
with wine. Then we can have sexual relatioi“yes, | know that you are innocent. And |
with him. That way we can use our father tknow that you did not know what you were
keep our family alive!” doing. | saved you. | did not allow you to sin
33That night the two girls went to theilagainst me. | was the One who did not allow
father and got him drunk with wine. Then thyou to sleep with hef’So give Abraham his
older daughter went into her father's bed aiwife again. Abraham is a prophet.* He will
had sexual relations with him. Lowvas so
drunlg that he did not even know when shMoab In Hebrew, this name sounds like “From father.”

came to bed or when she got up. Be?{;@]@r’]‘gr 'S”O:jﬁ?;fypégse”ame sounds like “Son of my

Negev The desert area in the southern part of Judah.
Zoar This name means “small.” prophet A person God called to speak for him.

29God destroyed the cities in the valley. Bl
when God did this, he remembered Abrahe
.and did not destroy Abraham’s nephetot
had been living among the cities in the valle
But God sent Lot away from there before |
destroyed those cities.
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pray for you, and you will live. But if you doAbraham named him Isaac#Abraham
not give Sarah back to Abraham, then circumcised* Isaac when Isaac was eight days
promise that you will die. And all your family old like God had commanded.
will die with you.” SAbraham was 100 years old when his son
8So0 very early the next morning.Isaac was borreAnd Sarah said, “God has
Abimelech called all his servants and tolmade me happy. Every person who hears
them about the dream. The servants weabout this will be happy with méNo one
scared9Then Abimelech called Abraham anithought that |, Sarah, would be able to have
said to him, “Why have you done this to usAbraham’s child. But | have given Abraham a
What wrong did | do against you? Why ditson even though he is old.”
you lie and say that she was your sister? Y
brought much trouble to my kingdom. Yot Trouble at Home
should not have done these things to m 8|saac continued to grow. Soon he was old
10What were you afraid of? Why did you dcenough to begin eating solid food. So Abraham
these things to me?” gave a big partyHagar was the Egyptian slave
1IThen Abraham said, I'was afraid, | woman who had had Abraham’s first son. Sarah
thought no one in this place respected Godsaw Hagar's son playingSarah became upset.
thought someone would kill me to get Sara10Sarah said to Abraham, “Get rid of that Slave
12She is my wife, but she is also my sister. Slwoman and her son. Send them away! When
is the daughter of my father, but not thwe die, our son Isaac will get everything we
daughter of my mothe#3God led me away have. | don't want that slave woman’s son
from my father's house. God led me to wandisharing those things with my son Isaac!”
to many different places. When that happene - 11This upset Abraham very much. He was
| told Sarah, ‘Do something for me; whereveworried about his sofishmag). 12But God
we go, tell people you are my sister.” said to Abraham, “Don’t worry about the boy
14Then Abimelech understood what haand the slave woman. Do what Sarah wants.
happened.So Abimelech gave Sarah back tsaac will be your only heir.#3But | will also
Abraham. Abimelech also gave Abraharpjess the son of your slave woman. He is your
some sheep, cattle, and slavéSAnd son, so | will make a great nation from his
Abimelech said, “Look all around you. This ifamily also.”
my land. You may live any place you want.”  14garly the next morning, Abraham got
16Abimelech said to Sarah, “I gave yousome food and some water. Abraham gave
brother Abraham 1,000 pieces of silver. | dithese things to Hagar. Hagar carried these
this to show that | am sorry for all thesithings and'left with her boy. Hagar left that
things. | want everyone to see that | did tpjace and wandered in the desert of Beersheba.
right thing. . 15After some time, all the water was gone.
L7-18The Lord made all the women irThere was none left to drink. So Hagar put her
Abimelech’s family not able to have childrenggn under a busHéHagar walked a short
God did this because Abimelech had takégistance away. Then she stopped and sat down.
Sarah, Abraham's wife. But Abraham prayepagar thought her son would die because there
to God, and God healed Abimelech, his wiftyas no water. She did not want to watch him
and his servant girls. die. She sat there and began to cry.
17God heard the boy crying. And God’s

Finally, a Baby for Sarah angel called to Hagar from heaven. He said,

2 The Lord kept the promise he had mac
to Sarah. The Lord did for Sarah whe _ .
he had promise@Sarah became pregnant anisaac T,hIS(dr;amCe g}eantsh “hf Iau?(hS”for *he is hap?y-’l’ "
H H H circumcise utting the toreskin trom a man. In Israel this
gave birth to a ﬁo n fOrI]‘ Abrah%m n hI|S ?L' was proof that a man had made a special agreement to obey
age. All these things happened exactly | God's laws and teachings.

God promiseds3Sarah gave birth to @ son, anheir A person who receives his parents’ property when they die.
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“What is wrong, Hagar? Don't be afraid! Thibecause it was the place where they made a
Lord has heard the boy crying thekGo help promise to each other.

the boy. Hold his hand and lead him. | wi  32So Abraham and Abimelech made an
make him the father of many, many people.” agreement at Beersheba. Then Abimelech and

19Then God allowed Hagar to see a well this military commander went back to the
water. So Hagar went to the well and filled h‘country of the Philistines.

bag with water. Then she gave water to tl 33Abraham p|anted a 3pecia| tree at

boy to drink. , _Beersheba. At that place, Abraham prayed to
20God continued to be with the boy while hine [ ord, the God who lives foreved4And

grew up. Ishmael lived in the desert and beca pApranam stayed a long time in the country of
a hunter. He learned to shoot a bow very Weina philistines.

21His mother found a wife for him in Egypt

They continued living in the Paran desert. Abraham, Kill Your Son!
: ANt A After those things, God decided to test
Abraham's Bargain With Abimelech 22Abraham’s faith. God said to him,

22Then Abimelech and Phicol spoke Witlup oo
Abraham. Phicol was the commander « ' el
Abimelech’s army. They said to Abrahar And Abraham said, "Yes!
“God is with you in everything you d@3So
make a promise to me here before Go__ "~ ,
Promise that you will be fair with me and wit/S2CTifice* for me. This must be Isaac, your
my children. Promise that you will be kind 1"y Son—the son you love. Use him as a
me and the country here where you ha'burnt offering on one of the ,r,nountams there. |
lived. Promise you will be as kind to me asWill tell you which mountain.
have been to you.” 3In thelmormng Abraham got up and
24And Abraham said, “I promise to treasaddled his donkey. Abraham took Isaac and
you the same way you have treated metWO servants with him. Abraham cut the wood

25Then Abraham complained to Abimelectfor the sacrifice.* Then they went to the place
Abraham complained because AbimelechGod told them to go#After they traveled
servants had captured a well of water. three days, Abraham looked up and in the
26But Abimelech said, “I don't know who distance, he saw the place they were going to.
has done this thing. You never told me abc>Then Abraham said to his servants, “Stay
this before today!” here with the donkey. | will take my son and
21So Abraham and Abimelech made ago to that place and worship. Then we will
agreement. Abraham gave Abimelech sorcome back to you later.”
sheep and cattle as proof of the agreeme 6Abraham took the wood for the sacrifice*
28Abraham also put seven* female lambs and put it on his son’shouldey. Abraham
front of Abimelech. ~ took the special knife and fire. Then both
2%Abimelech asked Abraham, “Why did yotApraham and his son went together to the
put these seven female lambs by themselvesp|ace for worship.

30Abraham answered, “When you acce| 7saac said to his father Abraham, “Father!”
these lambs from me, it will be proof that  Apraham answered, “Yes, son.”

dug this well.” Isaac said, “I see the wood and the fire. But

31So0 after that, the well was callew,pare is the [amb we will burn as a sacrifice*?”
Beersheba.* He gave the well this nam gz anam answered. “God himself is

providing the lamb for the sacrifice,* my son.”
seven The Hebrew word for “seven” is like the Hebrew worc
for “oath” or “promise” and it is like the last part of the nam:
Beersheba. The seven animals were proof of this promise. sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usually it was a special animal that
Beersheba This name means “well of the oath.” was killed and burned on an altar.

2Then God said, “Take your son to the land
of Moriah. At Moriah kill your son as a
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Isaac Is Saved 20After all these things happened, a

So both Abraham and his son went togethmessage was sent to Abraham. The messag
to that place9They came to the place wherSaid, “Your brother Nahor and his wife

God told them to go. There, Abraham built aMilcah have children now&IThe first son is
altar.* Abraham laid the wood on the altaiUz. The second son is Buz. The third son is

Then Abraham tied his son Isaac. AbrahaKemuel, the father of Aran®2Then there are
laid Isaac on the altar on the wod@Then Kesed, Hazo, PildaSh, Jldlaph, and Bethuel.”
Abraham took his knife and prepared to ki 23Bethuel was the father of Rebekah. Milcah
his son. was the mother of these eight sons, and Nahor
11But then the Angel of the Lord stoppewas the father. Nahor was Abraham’s brother.
Abraham. The angel called from heaven ai**Also Nahor had four other sons from his
said, “Abraham, Abraham!” woman servant* Reumah. The sons were
Abraham answered, “Yes.” Tebah, Gaham, Tahash, and Maacah.

12The angel said, “Don't kill your son or Sarah Dies
hurt him in any way. Now | can see that yo Sarah lived to be 127 BN
do respect and obey God. | see that you 52 arg . 'V?h 0 'te : %’?‘i‘r?ho A be
ready to kill your son, your only son, for me.” led In the Clty o Rirlaih Arba
13Then Abraham saw a ram. The ram’(Hebron) in the land of Canaan. Abraham was

homs were caught in a bush. So Abraham weV€rY sad and cried for her theréThen
and got the ram and killed it. Abraham uS(:_Abraham left his dead wife and went to talk to

the ram as a sacrifice* to God. Abraham's s((n€ Hittite people. He saidyl am only a

was saved14So Abraham gave that place .Faveler staying in your country. | have no
place to bury my wife. Please give me some

name, “YAHWEH YIREH.” Even today people | o "
say, “On this mountain, the Lord can be seen ar;grﬁg lH(:i?t?tgur)é(r)nwvgﬁlswere d Abraham
15The Angel of the Lord called to Abrahan peop !

from heaven a second tim&The angel said, ° 1"+ YoU a;e one OJ\ GOd'ﬁ gtr)eat I?aders
“You were ready to kill your son for me. This@M0Ng US. You can have the best place we

was your only son. Because you did this f("ave 1o bury your dead. You can have any of
me, | make you this promise: I, the Lord®Ur Purying places that you want. None of us
promise that/l will truly bless you. | will will stop you from burying your wife there.
give you many, many descendants,* as ma Abraham got up and E)owed to the people.
as the stars in the sky. There will be as ma ~praham said to them, “If you truly want o
people as sand on the seashore. And yc1€IP me bury my dead wife, then speak to
people will live in cities that they take frorrEpBron Lhe son of fZ'c\)Aharhforln?.vgowd like
their enemiesi8Every nation on the earth will ©0,0uY the cave of Machpelah. Ephron owns

« 1 wthis. Itis at the end of his field. | will pay him
ce t%'gsﬁggahh;g‘;%ﬁ ggg;gjfﬁgﬁ‘,dams' ' Wihe full price—all that it s worth. | want all of

19Then Abraham went back to his servantY%! © be witnesses that | am buying it as a

burial place.”
They all traveled back to Beersheba ar™, -
Abraham stayed there. Ephron was sitting there among the

people. Ephron answered AbrahakfNo,

sir. Here, in front of all my people, | give you

altar(s) A stone table used for burning sacrifices that wer¢hat land and the cave on it so you can bury
offered as gifts to God. our wife.”

o . . N y
sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usually it was a special animal that e
was kiled and burmed on an altar 12Abraham bowed before the Hittite

YAHWEH YIReH O, “Jehovah Jireh.” This means “the Lord PEOpPle.13Abraham said to Ephron before all
sees” or “the Lord gives.”

descendants A person’s children and their future families.

descendants Or “Descendant.” See Paul’s discussion irwoman servant Literally, “concubine.” A slave woman who
Gal 3:16. was like a wife to a man.
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the people, “But | want to pay you the ful S5The servant said to him, “Maybe this
price for the field. Accept my money, and woman will not want to come back with me to
will bury my dead.” this land. If that happens, should | take your
4Ephron answered Abrahartf'Sir, listen  son with me to your homeland?”
to me. 10 pounds* of silver means nothing - Abraham said to him, “No! Don't take my
you and me! Take the land, and bury yoison to that place’The Lord, the God of
dead wife.” heaven, brought me from my homeland to this
16Abraham understood that Ephron weplace. That place was the home of my father
telling him the price of the land.* So Abraharand the home of my family. But the Lord
paid him for the land. Abraham weighed 1promised that this new land here would belong

pounds* of silver for Ephron and gave it to th{0 My family. May the Lord send his angel
merchant.* before you so you can choose a wife for my

17-1850 the field of Ephron change<30”-SBUt if the girl refuses to come with you,

owners. This field was in Machpelah, east then you will be free from this promise. Bu,t'
Mamre. Abraham became the owner of tYOU must not take my son back to that place.

: : 9So0 the servant put his hand under his
field, the cave on the field, and all the tree , :
that were on that field. All the people in thmasters leg and made the promise.
city saw the agreement between Ephron a The Search Beai
. : gins
9
Abraham.1%After this, Abraham buried Saral o114 servant took ten of Abraham's

his wife in the cave of that field near Mamr :
. camels and left that place. The servant carried
(Hebron) in the land of CanaafAbraham \ith him many different kinds of beautiful

bought the field and the cave on it from tfoiris “The servant went to Mesopotamia to
Hittite people. This became his property, arNanor's city.11The servant went to the water
he used it as a burying place. well outside the city. It was in the evening
A Wife for Isaac when the women come out to get water. The
: servant made the camels kneel down there.
2 Abraham lived to be a very old man 1z1he servant said, “Lord, you are the God
The Lord blessed Abraham aniof my master Abraham. Allow me to find a
everything that he dic%Abraham’s oldest wife for his son today. Please show this
servant was in charge of everything Abrahakindness to my master AbrahatHere | am,
owned..Abraham called that servant to hlstanding by this well of water, and the young
and said, “Put your hand under my leg.women from the city are coming out to get
3Now | want you to make a promise to mewater. 14 am waiting for a special sign to
Promise to me before the Lord, the God know which is the right young woman for
heaven and earth, that you will not allow misaac.,This is the special signt will say to
son to marry a girl from Canaan. We livthe girl, ‘Please put your jar down so | can
among those people but don't let him marrydrink.” | will know if she is the right young
Canaanite girl4Go back to my country to mywoman if she says, ‘Drink, and | will also
own people. There find a wife for my soigive water to your camels.” If that happens,
Isaac and bring her here to him.” then you will have proved that she is the right
young woman for Isaac. And | will know you

_ have shown kindness to my master.”
10 pounds Literally, “400 shekels.”
Abraham understood ... the price of the land Literally, AWi
ife Is Found
“Abraham heard.” . )
merchant A person who earns his living buying and selling 15Then, before the servant finished praying,
things. Here this is probably a person who was helping young woman named Rebekah came to the
Abraham and Ephron write the contract in verses 17 and 18-we|| Rebekah was the daughter of Bethuel
Put your hand under my leg This showed that this was a very tH | th f Milcah d Nah '
important promise and that Abraham trusted his servant %e Uel was the son or miican an anaor,

keep it. Abraham'’s brother. Rebekah came to the well
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with her water jar on her shouldééShe was have prepared a room for you to sleep in and

very pretty. She was a virgin; she had neva place for your camels.”

slept with a man. She went down to the we 3250 Abraham’s servant went into the

and filled her jarl7Then the servant ran to he house. Laban helped him with the camels and

and said, “Please give me a little water 1gave him straw for the camels to eat. Then

drink from your jar.” Laban gave him water so he and the other
18Rebekah qu|ck|y lowered the jar from hemen with him could wash their feé3Then

shoulder and gave him a drink. Rebekah sal-20an gave him food to eat. But the servant
“Drink this, sir.” 19As soon as she finishec'€fused to eat. He said, “I will not eat until |

giving him something to drink, Rebekah sai(haée tlfll%you Wgy“lT(k:]am(ta',;l )
“| will also pour some water for your camels. 0 -@0an said, “Ihen et us.
20So Rebekah quickly poured all the wate Bargaining for Rebekah

from her jar into the drinking trough for the 34The servant said. “| am Abraham'’s

camels. Then she ran to the well to get MOgqyant 35The Lord has greatly blessed my
Waztfr' And she gave water to all the camels. maier in everything. My master has become a
The servant quietly watched her. Hgreat man, The Lord has given Abraham many
wanted to be sure that the Lord had given hificks of sheep and herds of cattle. Abraham
an answer and had made his trip successihas much silver and gold and many servants.
22After the camels finished drlnklng, he gavAbraham has many camels and donkeys_
Rebekah a gold ring that weigh#g ounce.* 36Sarah was my master's wife. When she was
He also gave her two gold arm bracelets trvery old, she gave birth to a son. And my
weighed 5 ounces* eacteThe servant asked, master has given everything he owns to that
“Who is your father? And is there a place ison. 3’My master forced me to make a
your father’s house for my group to sleep?” promise to him. My master said to me, ‘You
24Rebekah answered, “My father ismust not allow my son to marry a girl from
Bethuel, the son of Milcah and Nahor. Canaan. We live among those people, but |
25Then she said, “And yes, we have straw fidon't want him to marry one of the Canaanite
your camels and a place for you to sleep.”  dirls. 35S0 you must promise to go to my
26The servant bowed and worshiped trfather's country. Go to my family and choose
Lord. 27The servant said, “Blessed is the Lor@ Wife for my son.'39 said to my master,
the God of my master Abraham. The Lord hi Maybe the woman will not come back to this

been kind and loyal to my master. The Lord hiPace V;’r']th r[]e.gOBut g‘¥hmaftea saiﬂ 0 mg’r;l'
led me to the right girl for my master's son.”  S€TVe the LOrd, ana the Lord will Sena nis

28Then Rebekah ran and told her familangel with you and help you. You will find a
about all these thingg9-3Rebekah had a W€ for my son among my people thetéut

: if you go to my father’s country, and they
brother. His name was Laban. Rebekah tc : :
about the things the man had said to hErefuse to give you a wife for my son, then you

Laban was listening to her. And when LabeW"JQt:%ggg;r?ng;mséptrg Tkllsiglwell and said
saw the ring and the bracelets on his siste+| oy God of my master Abraham, pleasé
arms, he ran out to the well. And there trmake my trip successful3 will stand by this
man was—standing by the camels at the wewel| and wait for a young woman to come to
$1Laban said, “Sir, you are welcome to comget water. Then | will say, “Please give me
in'* You don't have to stand outside here. water from your jar to drink.%4The right
young woman will answer in a special way.
o ) She will say, “Drink this water, and | will also
Elilﬁlfnucr:ecse Lli_tlgigﬁlly"‘fi(\)/zerr?:;(:ﬁres , get water for your camels.” That way | will
A ' know that she is the woman the Lord has

Sir, you are welcome to come in Literally, “Come in, blessed ; :
of the Lord!" chosen for my master’s son.
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45‘Before | finished praying, Rebekah cam  “Our sister, may you be the mother of

out to the well to get water. She had her wa millions of people.
jar on her shoulder as she went to get wa And may your descendants* defeat their
from the well. | asked her to give me sorr enemies and take their cities.”

water.46She quickly lowered the jar from he
shoulder and poured me some water. Then
said, ‘Drink this and I'll get some water fol
your camels.” So | drank the water, and sl
gave water to my camel4Then | asked her,
‘Who is your father?’ She answered, ‘My
father is Bethuel the son of Milcah and Nahol
Then | gave her the ring and bracelets for
arms.48l bowed my head and thanked th
Lord. | blessed the Lord, the God of my mast
Abraham. | thanked him for leading me straig
to the granddaughter of my master’s brothe
49Now, tell me, will you be kind and loyal tc
my master and give him your daughter? Or w
you refuse to give him your daughter? Tell n S
so | will know what | should do.”

S0Then Laban and Bethuel answered, “W
see this is from the Lord, so there is nothir
we can say to change f!Here is Rebekah.
Take her and go. Let her marry your mastel
son. This is what the Lord wants.”

S2When Abraham’s servant heard this,
bowed to the ground before the Lo¥élhen he Abraham’s Family

gave Rebekah the gifts he brought. He gave Abraham married again. His new wife
beautiful clothes and gold and silver jewelr as named Keturat?Keturah gave

He also gave expensive gifts to her mother 8hirth to Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian.

brother.54Then he and his men had somethillshbak and ShuaRJokshan was the father of

to eat and drink and then spent the night thésapa” and Dedan. The people of Asshur,*

Early the next morning, they got up and sai| gm and Letush were descendants of

Nggv we must go back to my master. .Dedan.4The sons of Midian were Ephah,

_ >Rebekah’s mother and her brother saiggper “Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah. Al these

Let Rebekah stay with us for a short time. Ligang came from the marriage of Abraham and

her stay with us ten days. After that she can gi gty rah, 5-68efore Abraham died, he gave
>%But the servant said to them, “Do nCgome gifis to the sons of his women servants*

make mfelealt. lThe Lord bhask made My I ang sent those sons to the East.* He sent them
successful. Now let me go back to my mastelyay from |saac. Then Abraham gave
will call Rebekah and ask her what sh
wants.”58They called Rebekah and asked h(descendants A person'’s children and their future families
Do you want '[.O 9“0 with '[h!S map now? Negev The desert area in the southern part of Judah.
Rebekah said, “Yes, | will go. think O, “to go for a stroll’
59So they allowed Rebekah to go wit Asshur Or, "Assyria.”
Abraham’s servant and his men. Rebekaloman servant Or, “concubine,” a slave woman who was like
. S a wife to a man.
nurse also went with theniWhile Rebekah East This usually means the area between the Tigris and

was leaving they said to her, Euphrates rivers as far east as the Persian Gulf,

61Then Rebekah and her nurse got on the
camels and followed the servant and his men.
So the servant took Rebekah and left on the
trip back home.

62lsaac had left Beer Lahai Roi and was
now living in the Negev.%30ne evening,
Isaac went out to the field to think.* Isaac
looked up and saw the camels coming from
far away.

64Rebekah looked and saw Isaac. Then she
jumped down from the camei®She said to
the servant, “Who is that young man walking
in the field to meet us?”
The servant said, “That is my master’s son.”
0 Rebekah covered her face with her veil.
66The servant told Isaac about all the things
that had happene@/Then Isaac brought the
girl into his mother’s tent. Rebekah became
Isaac’s wife that day. Isaac loved her very
much. So Isaac was comforted after his
mother’s death.
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"Abraham lived to be 175 years ofthen her, “Two nations are in your body. The
Abraham grew weak and died. He had livedrulers of two families will be born from you.
long and satisfying life. He died and waAnd they will be divided. One son will be
gathered to his peopléHis sons Isaac andstronger than the other. The older son will
Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelalserve the younger2#And when the right time
This cave is in the field of Ephron, the son (came, Rebekah gave birth to twidglhe first
Zohar. It was east of Mamré0This is the baby was red. His skin was like a hairy robe.
same cave that Abraham bought from ttSo he was named Esai®When the second
Hittite people. Abraham was buried there witbaby was born, he was holding tightly to
his wife SarahllAfter Abraham died, God Esau’s heel. So that baby was named Jacob.*
blessed Isaac. And Isaac continued to live Isaac was 60 years old when Jacob and Esat
Beer Lahai Roi. were born.

12This is the list of Ishmael's family. 27The boys grew up. Esau became a skilled
Ishmael was Abraham and Hagar’s soihunter. He loved to be out in the fields. But
(Hagar was Sarah’s Egyptian mai#fhese Jacob was a quiet man. He stayed in his tent.
are the names of Ishmael's sons: The first s28saac loved Esau. He liked to eat the animals
was Nebaioth, then Kedar was born, theEsau killed. But Rebekah loved Jacob.

Adbeel, Mibsam 4Mishma, Dumah, Massa, 2%0ne time Esau came back from hunting.
18Hadad, Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedem:He was tired and weak from hunger. Jacob
16Those were the names of Ishmael's sorwas boiling a pot of bean&So Esau said to
Each son had his own camp that becameJacob, “I am weak with hunger. Let me have
small town. The twelve sons were like twelvsome of those red beans.” (That is why people
princes with their own peopléZishmael lived call him Edom.*)

to be 137 years old. Then he died and w _3!But Jacob said, “You must sell me your
gathered to his ancestorsi8lshmael’s rights as the firstborn son* today.” _
descendants* camped throughout the des 32Esau said, “I am almost dead with
area. This area went from Havilah to Shuhunger. If I die, all of my father's wealth will
near Egypt. And it went from Shur all the wanot help me. So | will give you my share.”

to Assyria. Ishmael's descendants ofte *°But Jacob said, “First, promise me that

attacked his brothers’ pe0p|e.* you will give it to me.” So Esau made a
promise to Jacob. Esau sold his part of their
Isaac’s Family father's wealth to Jacol34Then Jacob gave

19This is the story of Isaac. Abraham had Esau bread and food. Esau ate and drank anc
son named IsaaéWhen Isaac was 40 year«then left. So Esau showed that he did not care

old he married Rebekah. Rebekah was frcabout his rights as the firstborn son.*
Paddan Aram. She was Bethuel's daught . :
and the sister of Laban the Arameitsaac’s Isaac Lies to Abimelech o

wife could not have children. So Isaac pray62 Once there was a famine.* This was

to the Lord for his wife. The Lord hearc&= ik the famine that happened during
Isaac’s prayer. And the Lord allowecAbraham's life. So Isaac went to the town of

Rebekah to become pregnant. Gerar, to Abimelech the king of the Philistine

22\While Rebekah was pregnant, she he
much trouble with the babies m_S'de helEsau This name is like the word meaning *hairy.”
Rebekah prayed to the Lord and said, “Why Jacob This name is like the Hebrew word meaning “heel.” t

this happening to me?23The Lord said to  @lso means “the one who follows” or “tricky.”
Edom This name means “red.”

rights as the firstborn son Usually, after the father died, the
gathered to his ancestors This often means a person was firstborn son got half of the father's property and became the
buried in the same tomb or grave as his ancestors. new head of the family.
descendants A person’s children and their future families. famine A time when there is no rain and no crops can grow.
attacked his brothers’ people See Genesis 16:12. People and animals often die from lack of food and water.
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people.2The Lord spoke to Isaac. The Lorihis servants had dug many years before. The
said, “Don’t go down to Egypt. Live in thePhilistines filled those wells with dirtsAnd
land that | commanded you to live #6tay in Abimelech said to Isaac, “Leave our country.
that land, and | will be with you. | will blessYou have become much more powerful than
you. | will give you and your family all thesewe are.”

lands. | will do what | promised to Abrahan 17So Isaac left that place and camped near
your father4l will make your family as many the little river of Gerar. Isaac stayed there and
as the stars of heaven. And I will give all the:lived. 18Long before this time, Abraham had
lands to your family. Through yourdug many wells. After Abraham died, the
descendants,* every nation on earth will tPhilistines filled the wells with dirt. So Isaac
blessed3l will do this because your fathewent back and dug those wells again. Isaac
Abraham obeyed my words and did the thingave them the same names his father had

| said. Abraham obeyed my commands, ngiven them1dsaac’s servants also dug a well
laws, and my rules.” near the little river. A spring of water flowed
6So Isaac stayed and lived in Gerafrom that well.20But the men who herded
TIsaac’s wife Rebekah was very beautiful. Trsheep in the Valley of Gerar argued with
men of that place asked Isaac about Rebeklsaac's servants. They said, “This water is
Isaac said, “She is my sister.” Isaac was afreours.” So Isaac named that well Esek.* He
to tell them Rebekah was his wife. Isaac wgave it that name because that was the place
afraid the men would kill him so that the'where those people argued with him.
could have her. " 2IThen Isaac’s servants dug another well.

8After Isaac had lived there a long timeThe people of that place also argued because
Abimelech looked out his window and sa Of that well. So Isaac named that well Sitnah.*
Isaac and his wife playingAbimelech called ~ 24saac moved from there and dug another
for Isaac and said, “This woman is your wifeVell. No men came to argue about that well.
Why did you tell us that she was your sister?S0 Isaac named that well Rehoboth.” Isaac

Isaac said to him, “I was afraid that yo Said, “Now the Lord has found a place for us.
would kill me so you could have her.” We will grow and be successful in this place.”

10Abimelech said, “You have done a ba__23From that place Isaac went to Beersheba.

thing to us. One of our men might have sle24The Lord spoke to Isaac that night. The

ith ife. Then h Id be quilty of ¢L0rd said, “I am the God of your father
\évrleag giﬁfnw' - Then e WOt be Uy O € Abraham. Don't be afraid. | am with you, and

1150 Abimelech gave a warning to all th! Will bless you. I will make your family
people. He said, “No person must hurt thgreat. | will do this because of my servant

man or this woman. If any person hurts therAbraham.”23So Isaac built an altar and

then that person will be killed.” worshiped the Lord in that place. Isaac set up
camp there and his servants dug a well.
Isaac Becomes Rich 26Abimelech came from Gerar to see Isaac.

12saac planted fields in that place. And thAbimelech brought with him Ahuzzath, his

year he gathered a great harvest. The L(adviser, and Phicol, the commander of his

blessed him very much3isaac became rich.arrzr'73|" ced. “Why h
He gathered more and more wealth until | */1S88¢ asked, Why have you come to see
became a very rich mad4He had many M€’ You were not friendly with me before.

flocks and herds of animals. He also had maYOZ%TePY en forced mde tPNIeave yokur CO‘iﬂ”ty-t’ h
slaves. All the Philistine people were jealol €y answered, "Now we know that the

of him. 13S0 the Philistine people destroyel'Ord is with you. We think that we should
all the wells that Isaac’s father Abraham ar
Esek This means “argument” or “fight.”

Sitnah  This means “hatred” or “being an enemy.”
descendants Or “Descendant.” See Gal 3:16. Rehoboth This means “open place” or “crossroads.”
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make an agreement. We want you to makethe food to your father. And he will bless you

promise to us?%We did not hurt you, now before he dies.”

you should promise not to hurt us. We se  11But Jacob told his mother Rebekah, “My

you away, but we sent you away in peachbrother Esau is a hairy man. | am not hairy

Now it is clear that the Lord has blessed youlike him. 12f my father touches me, he will
30So Isaac gave a party for them. They eknow that | am not Esau. Then he will not

ate and dranké'Early the next morning, eachpless me—he will curse* me! Why? Because

man made a promise and a vow.* Then tt| tried to trick him.”

men left in peace. 1350 Rebekah said to him, “I will accept

320n that day, Isaac’s servants came aithe plame if there is trouble. Do the things |

servants said, “We found water in that well. 1455 353c0b went out and ot two goats and
33S0 Isaac named that well Shibah.* And th‘brought them to his mothger. Hisgmother

city is stil called Beersheba.* cooked the goats in the special way that Isaac
loved. 15Then Rebekah took the clothes that

her older son Esau loved to wear. Rebekah
put those clothes on the younger son Jacob.
16Rebekah took the skins of the goats and put
them on Jacob’s hands and on his neck.
17Then Rebekah got the food she had cooked
and gave it to Jacob.

Inheritance Problems 18Jacob went to his father and said, “Father.”

Isaac grew old, and his eyes became His father said, “Yes, son. Who are you?”
weak he could not see clearly. One de  *°Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau, your

he called his older son Esau to him. Isafirst son. I have done the things you told me.
said, “Son!” Now sit up and eat the animals that | hunted

Esau answered, “Here | am.” for you. Then you can bless me.”

2lsaac said, “I am old. Maybe | will die 20But Isaac said to his son, “How have you
soon!3So take your bow and arrows and ghunted and killed the animals so quickly?”
hunting. Kill an animal for me to e#Prepare  Jacob answered, “Because the Lord your
the food that | love. Bring it to me, and | willGod allowed me to find the animals quickly.”
eat it. Then | will bless you before | di®#30  2IThen Isaac said to Jacob, “Come near to me

Esau’s Wives

34Nhen Esau was 40 years old, he marrit
two Hittite women. One was Judith the
daughter of Beeri. The other was Basema
the daughter of Elor#5These marriages made
Isaac and Rebekah very upset.

Esau went hunting. so that | can feel you, my son. If | can feel you,
. then | will know if you are really my son Esau.”
Jacob Tricks Isaac 2250 Jacob went to Isaac his father. Isaac

Rebekah was listening when Isaac tolfelt him and said, “Your voice sounds like
those things to his son Es&ebekah said to Jacob’s voice. But your arms are hairy like
her son Jacob, “Listen, | heard your fathéthe arms of Esau23saac did not know it was
talking to your brother EsauYour father jacoh, because his arms were hairy like
food for me, and | will eat. Then I will bless  24533¢ said. “Are you really my son Esau?”
you before | die.8So listen son, and do wha 3500 answered. “Yes. | am.”
| tell you. 9Go out to our goats and bring mi ’ ' '
two young goats. | will prepare them the wa The Blessing for Jacob

your father loves thenifThen you will cary  2s1han Isaac said, “Bring me the food. |

will eat it and bless you.” So Jacob gave him
vow A special promise to God.
Shibah A Hebrew word meaning “seven” or “oath.”
Beersheba This name means “well of the oath.” curse To ask for bad things to happen to a thing or person.
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the food, and he ate it. Then Jacob gave hmy blessing.” Then Esau said, “Have you
some wine, and he drank it. saved any blessing for me?”
26Then Isaac said to him. “Son, come ne 37Isaac answered, “No, it's too late. | gave

and kiss me.27So Jacob went to his father anJacob the power to rule over you. And | said
kissed him. Isaac smelled Esau’s clothes aall his brothers will be his servants. And | have

blessed him. Isaac said, given him the blessing for much grain and
) , , wine. There is nothing left to give you son.”
My son smells like the fields 38But Esau continued to beg his father. “Do
that the Lord has blessed. you have only one blessing, father? Bless me

28 May the Lord give you plenty of rain  also, father!” Esau began to cry.
so you will have good crops and wine.  39Then Isaac said to him,
29 May all people serve you.
May nations bow down to you.
You will rule over your brothers.

Your mother's sons will bow down to you And you will be a slave to your brother.

and obey you. But you will fight to be free,
Whoever curses* you will be cursed. You will break away from his control.”

Whoever blesses you will be blessed. 41After that Esau hated Jacob because of this
Esau's “Blessing’ blessing. Esau thought to himself, “My father
30lsaac finished blessing Jacob. Then, tWIII soon die, and there will be a time of
. g + 1NeN, JUSt o4 4ness for him. But after that | will kill Jacob.”
Jacob Ieft3{us father Isaac, Esau came in fr™" sopahakah heard about Esau’s plan to kil
hunting. 31Esau prepared the food in th 5500h “She sent for Jacob and said to him,
special way his father loved. Esau brought it « sien your brother Esau is planning to kil
his father. He said to his father, “Father, '_ayou. 43S0, son, do what | say. My brother
your son. Get up and eat the meat that | kill ahan is living in Haran. Go to him and hide.
@and cookegfor you. Then you can bless ME. 44Stay with him for a short time. Stay with
32But Isaac said to him, “Who are you?”  him until your brother stops being angry.
He answered, “I am your son—your firs4safter a short time, your brother will forget
son—Esau.” _ what you did to him. Then | will send a
33Then Isaac became very worried and saservant to bring you back. | don’t want to lose
“Then who was it that cooked and brought nboth of my sons in the same day.”
food before you came? | ate it all and 46Then Rebekah said to Isaac, “Your son
blessed him. Now it is too late to take bacEsau married Hittite women. | am very upset
my blessing.” about these women. Why? Because they are
34Esau heard his father's words. He becarnot our people. I'll just die if Jacob marries
very angry and hitter. He cried out. He said one of these women too!”
his father, “Then bless me also, father!” _
35lsaac said, “Your brother tricked me! H Jacob Searches for a Wife _
came and took your blessing!” 2 Isaac called Jacob and blessed him.
36Esau said, “His name is Jac@ricky’). UThen Isaac gave him a command. Isaac
That is the right name for him. He has trickesaid, “You must not marry a Canaanite
me twice. He took away my rights as thwoman.2So leave this place and go to Paddan
firstborn son.* And now he has taken awgAram. Go to the house of Bethuel, your
mother’s father. Laban, your mother’s brother,
lives there. Marry one of his daughtetispray

curse To ask for bad things to happen to a thing or person. ) %\l
rights as the firstborn son Usually, after the father died, the that God All-Powerful* will bless you and

firstborn son got half of the father's property and became t
new head of the family. God All-Powerful  Literally, “El Shaddai.”

“You will not live on good land.
And you will not have much rain.
0 You will have to fight to live.
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give you many children. | pray that you willto this land. I will not leave you until | have
become the father of a great natiéhpray done what | promised.”
that God will bless you and your children th  16Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said,
same way he blessed Abraham. And | pré“l know that the Lord is in this place. But |
that you will own the land where you live did not know he was here until | slept.”
This is the land God gave to Abraham.” 17Jacob was afraid. He said, “This is a very
5So Isaac sent Jacob to Rebekkah's brottgreat place. This is the house of God. This is
in Paddan Aram. So Jacob went to Laban sthe gate to heaven.”
of Bethuel the Aramean. Laban was th 18Jacob got up very early in the morning.
brother of Rebekkah. Rebekkah was ttJacob took the rock he had slept on and set it
mother of Jacob and Esau. up on its edge. Then he poured oil on the
6Esau learned that his father Isaac blessrock. In this way, he made this rock a
Jacob. And Esau learned that Isaac sent Jamemorial to God19The name of that place
away to Paddan Aram to find a wife therewas Luz. But Jacob named it Bethel.*
Esau learned that Isaac commanded Jacob  20Then Jacob made a promise. He said, “If
to marry a Canaanite womahAnd Esau God will be with me, and if God will protect
learned that Jacob obeyed his father and Ime on this trip, and if God gives me food to
mother and went to Paddan Araffesau saw eat and clothes to weatland if | return in
from this that his father did not want his sorpeace to my father's house—if God does all
to marry Canaanite wome?Esau already had these things—then the Lord will be my God.
two wives. But he went to Ishmael and marrie22l am setting this stone up as a memorial
another woman. He married Mahalath, trstone. It will show that this is a holy place for
daughter of Ishmael. Ishmael was AbrahamGod. And | will give God one tenth of all he
son. Mahalath was Nebaioth's sister. gives me.”

God's House—Bethel Jacob Meets Rachel

10Jacob left Beersheba and went to Hara 2 Then Jacob continued his trip. He went
11While Jacob was traveling, the sun set. ¢ 0 the country in the EastJacob looked,
Jacob went to a place to stay the night. Jacand he saw a well in the field. There were three
found a rock at that place and laid his head flocks of sheep lying near the well. This well
it to sleep.12Jacob had a dream. He dreamewas the place where these sheep drank water.
there was a ladder that was on the ground ¢There was a large rock covering the mouth of
reached up into heaven. Jacob saw the ancthe well. 3When all the flocks gathered there,
of God going up and down the laddé¥And the shepherds rolled the rock away from the
then Jacob saw the Lord standing by trwell. Then all the sheep could drink from the
ladder. The Lord said, “I am the Lord, thiwater. After the sheep were full, the shepherds
God of your grandfather Abraham. | am thput the rock back in its place.
God of Isaac. | will give you the land that yor 4Jacob said to the shepherds there,
are lying on now. | will give this land to you“Brothers, where are you from?”
and to your childrenl4You will have many,  They answered, “We are from Haran.”
many descendants.* They will be as many i SThen Jacob said, “Do you know Laban,
the pieces of dust on earth. They will spretthe son of Nahor?”
east and west, north and south. All th The shepherds answered, “We know him.”
families on earth will be blessed because  6Then Jacob said, “How is he?”
you and your descendants. They answered, “He is well. Everything is
151 am with you, and | will protect you fine. Look, that is his daughter Rachel coming
every place you go. And I will bring you bactnow with his sheep.”

descendant(s) A person’s children and their future families.  Bethel This name means “God's house.”
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7Jacob said, “Look, it is still day and lon¢ 2IAfter seven years Jacob said to Laban,
before the sun sets. It is not yet time for tI“Give me Rachel so that | can marry her. My
animals to be gathered together for the nigtime of work for you is finished.”
So give them water and let them go back in  22So Laban gave a party for all the people in
the field.” that place23That night, Laban brought his

8But this shepherd said, “We can't do thidaughter Leah to Jacob. Jacob and Leah had
until all the flocks are gathered together. Thisexual relations togethe?4(Laban gave his
we will move the rock from the well, and almaid Zilpah to his daughter to be her maid.)
the sheep will drink.” 29n the morning Jacob saw that it was Leah he

SWhile Jacob was talking with thehad slept with. Jacob said to Laban, “You have
shepherds, Rachel came with her fatheitricked me. | worked hard for you so that |
sheep. (It was Rachel's job to take care of tcould marry Rachel. Why did you trick me?”
sheep.JlRachel was Laban’s daughter. Labz 26_aban said, “In our country we do not

was the brother of Rebekah, Jacob’s mothallow the younger daughter to marry before
When Jacob saw Rachel, he went and movthe older daughte7But continue for the full

the rock and gave water to the she€fihen \yeek of the marriage ceremony, and | will
Jacob kissed Rachel and crié@lacob told aiso give you Rachel to marry. But you must
Rachel that he was from her father's family. Fserve me another seven years.”
told Rachel that he was the son of Rebekah. 285 Jacob did this and finished the week.
Rachel ran home and told her father. ~ Then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as
13 aban heard the news about his sisteig wife. 2%(Laban gave his maid Bilhah to his
son Jacob. So Laban ran to meet him. LaLyayghter Rachel to be her mai@po Jacob
hugged him and kissed him and brought hinaq"sexual relations with Rachel also. And
to his house. Jacob told Laban everything tt 35:0p |oved Rachel more than Leah. Jacob

had happened. worked for Laban for another seven years
14Then Laban said, “This is wonderful years.

You are from my own family.” So Jacot Jacob's Family Grows

stayed with Laban for a month. 31The Lord saw that Jacob loved Rachel

more than Leah. So the Lord made it possible

Laban Tricks Jacob . X
150ne day Laban said to Jacob, “It is mLoarvlée:gytghki\lg\r/gn(.:h|Idren. But Rachel did not

right for you to continue working for me "3y oz gave birth to a son. She named him
without pay. You are a relativejot a slave poypen * | eah named him this because she

What should I pay you?” said, “The Lord has seen my troubles. M
*dLaban had two daughters. The older Wihushand doesn't love me Soynow maybé rr){y
Leah and the younger was Rachel. husband will love me.”
17Rachel was beautiful. And Leah’s eye 54 ' :
were gentle150acob oved Rachel. Jaco ., o' JPeSr FPOTER 890N ST T06

said to Laban, “I will work seven years fo e
you if you will allow me to marry your IlEJ?/an S?édﬁeghaevé‘%g thhail: Shgr?f,d that | am riot

daughter Rachel.” .
; 34
19 aban said, “It would be better for her t(anothg?r;o?]ecsahrgengrfg dn?hnet ggr?'[‘ean*dl_ggﬁ
marry you than someone else. So stay with Me 4 "Now. surelv mv husband will love me
20S0 Jacob stayed and worked for Laban fiP2e Lo S %/hreg core” :
seven years. But it seemed like a very shc g '
time because he loved Rachel very much.
Reuben This is like the word meaning “Look, a son.”
Simeon This is like the word meaning “He hears.”
Leah's eyes were gentle This might be a polite way of saying Levi This is like the word meaning “accompany,” “be joined
Leah was not very pretty. together,” or “become close.”
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35Then Leah gave birth to another son. SI - But Rachel answered, “If you will give me
named this son Judah.* Leah named him tfyour son’s flowers, then you can sleep with
because she said, “Now | will praise thJacob tonight.”
Lord.” Then Leah stopped having children.  16Jacob came in from the fields that night.
30Rachel saw that she was not givinLeah saw him and went out to meet him. She
Jacob any children. Rachel becamsaid, “You will sleep with me tonight. | have
jealous of her sister Leah. So Rachel said paid for you with my son’s flowers.” So Jacob
Jacob, “Give me children or | will die!” slept with Leah that night.
2Jacob became angry with Rachel. He sa  1’Then God allowed Leah to become
“I am not God. God is the One who hapregnant again. She gave birth to a fifth son.
caused you to not have children.” 18 eah said, “God has given me a reward
3Then Rachel said, “You can have my maibecause | gave my slave to my husband.” So
Bilhah. Sleep with her and she will have Leah named her son Issachar.*
child for me.* Then | can become a mothe 19Leah became pregnant again and gave
because of her.” birth to a sixth sonZ0Leah said, “God has
430 Rachel gave Bilhah to her husbhangiven me a fine gift. Now surely Jacob will
Jacob. Jacob had sexual relations with Bilhaaccept me, because | have given him six
5Bilhah became pregnant and gave Jacob a sS0ns.” So Leah named the son Zebulun.*
6Rachel said, “God has listened to m 2lLater Leah gave birth to a daughter. She
prayer. He decided to give me a son.” Snamed the daughter Dinah.
Rachel named this son Dan.* 22Then God heard Rachel’s prayer. God
7Bilhah became pregnant again and gamade it possible for Rachel to have children.
Jacob a second sofRachel said, “I have 2>-2Rachel became pregnant and gave birth
fought hard to compete with my sister. And {0 @ son. Rachel said, “God has taken away
have won.” So she named that son Naphtali.y shame and given me a son.” So Rachel
9Leah saw that she could have no monamed the son Joseph.
children. So she gave her slave girl Zilpah |

. : Jacob Tricks Laban
Jacob.10Then Zilpah had Alleah said, : .
Hlag?n Iuck;r)’ Slothe %agezotheegonsgad. 25After the birth of Joseph, Jacob said to

127ilpah gave birth to another sot8Leah Iz_ab_an, “Now let me go to my own home.

said, “I am very happy! Now women will cal 6Give me my wives and my children. | have

me happy.” So she named that son Asher.* &&/ned them by working for yqd4 years
14During the wheat harvest, Reuben wei" O know that | served you well.

: ; . 27Laban said to him, “Let me say
::E,tvf,)eﬁg_f F‘;';Jggn abr:gu;%??h(lsseofrr;\e;vesrg ?: Iﬁ something!* | know* that the Lord has blessed

mother Leah. But Rachel said to LeatMe Pecause of yodSTell me what | should
“Please give me some of your son's flowers, P3y.you, and I will give it to you.

29 “w
15 eah answered, “You have already take Jacob answered, “You know that | have

- worked hard for you. Your flocks have grown
:wgz m; Q(L)Jrs]t;afrllgwle\lrgw you are frying to tahand been well while | cared for the@When

| came, you had little. Now you have much,
much more. Every time | did something for

Judah This is like the word meaning “He is praised.” you, the Lord blessed you. Now it is time for
she will have a child for me Literally, “She will give birth on

my knees, and | too will have a son through her.”
Dan This is like the word meaning “to decide” or “to judge.”  Issachar This is like the word meaning “reward” or “salary.”

Naphtali - This is like the word meaning “my struggle.” Zebulun  This is like the word meaning “praise” or “honor.”
Gad This s like the word meaning “lucky,” or “fortunate.” Joseph This is like the word meaning “to add,” “collect,” or
Asher This is like the word meaning “happy” or “blessed.” “gather.”

special flowers Or, “mandrakes.” The Hebrew word meansLet me say something Literally, “If | find favor in your sight.”
“love plant.” People thought these plants could help wome  This is a polite way to ask permission to speak.
have babies. know Or, “guessed,” “divined,” or “concluded.”
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me to work for myself—it is time to build my Time To Leave—Jacob Runs Away

own house.” _ One day, Jacob heard Laban’s sons
31 aban asked, “Then what should | givi talking. They said, “Jacob has taken
you? everything that our father owned. Jacob has

Jacob answered, “I don't want you {0 givhecome rich—and he has taken all this wealth
me anything. | only want you tpay me for grom our father.”2Then Jacob noticed that
the work I have doneJust do this one thing: 1| opan' was not as friendly as he had been in

g\églu? ?etbr?w%kg%nt?]rt)%eh Caﬁllr;oafr %’lgglzsstr(‘)%:the past3The Lord said to Jacob, “Go back to
h . your own land where your ancestors* lived. |
and take every lamb with spots or stripes. A|WiII be with you.”

let me take every black young goat. And | 4So Jacob told Rachel and Leah to meet

me take every female goat with stripes (. . \ .
spots. That will be my pay®in the future, him in the field where he kept his flocks of

you can easily see if | am honest. You c:Sheep and goat8Jacob said to Rachel and

come to look at my flocks. If I have any gc,éLeah, ‘| have seen that your father is angry

that isn't spotted or any sheep that isn't blacWith me. He was always friendly with me in
then you will know that | stole it.” the past, but now he is néou both know

34 aban answered, “| agree to that. We Witha'[ | have worked as hard as | can for your

do what you ask.35But that day Laban hid allfather. 7But your father cheated me. Your
the male goats that had spots. And Laban Ifather has changed my pay ten times. But
all the female goats that had spots on theduring all this time, God protected me from
Laban also hid all the black sheep. Laban tcall of Laban’s tricks.
his sons to watch these shed§o the sons &'At one time Laban said, ‘You can keep
took all the spotted animals and led them all the goats with spots. This will be your
another place. They traveled for three daypay.’ After he said this, all the animals gave
Jacob stayed and took care of all the animbirth to spotted babies. So they were all mine.
that were left.,But there were no animalsByt then Laban said, ‘I will keep the spotted
there that were spotted or black. goats. You can have all the striped goats. That
3750 Jacob cut green branches from popill be your pay.’ After he said this, then all

and almond trees. Jacob stripped off some the animals gave birth to striped babieSo

the flocks at the watering places. When tt 104 nad a dream during the time when the

Slrgcr?eagrchaémn?/\/tk?eﬂntwé éggi/sagr?gtgjiiitr??ré% ttr(animals were mating. | saw that the only male
' goats who were mating were the ones with
the branches, the young that were born W‘stripes and spoté!The angel of God spoke to

spotted, striped, or black. . T ,
40Jacob separated the spotted and the b"m%lggg\?\}e?g%ar‘%Ee angel said, “Jacob!

animals from the other animals in the flocl Lo e :
Jacob kept his animals separate from Labar > 'n€ angel said, ‘Look, only the striped
41Any time the stronger animals in the floc@nd spotted goats are mating. | am causing this
weré mating, Jacob put the branches bef({© happen. | have seen all the wrong things
their eyes. The animals mated near thoLaban is doing to you. | am doing this so that
branches42But when the weaker animal:you can have all the new baby goa$.am
mated, Jacob did not put the branches there.the God who came to you at Bethel. At that
the young animals born from the weak parerplace, you made an altar. You poured olive oil
were Laban’s. And the young animals boion the altar. And you made a promise to me.
from the stronger parents were JacoB%n

this way, Jacob became very rich. He had Iarancestors Literally, “fathers.” This means a person’s parents,
flocks, many servants, camels, and donkeys.  grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
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Now | want you to be ready to go back to thwarned me not to hurt you in any wafl
country where you were born.” know that you want to go back to your home.
14-1Rachel and Leah answered Jaco That is why you left. But why did you steal
“Our father has nothing to give us when hthe gods from my house?”
dies. He treated us like strangake sold us  31Jacob answered, “| left without telling
to you, and then he spent all the money thyou, because | was afraid! | thought you
should have been ouyst6God took all this would take your daughters away from me.
wealth from our father, and now it belongs t32But | did not steal your gods. If you find any
us and our children. So you should done here with me that has taken your gods,
whatever God told you to do!” then that person will be killed. Your men will
17So Jacob prepared for his trip. He put hbe my witnesses. You can look for anything
sons and his wives on camel§Then they that belongs to you. Take anything that is
began traveling back to the land of Canatyours.” (Jacob did not know that Rachel had
where his father lived. All the flocks ofstolen Laban’s gods.)
animals that Jacob owned walked ahead 33So Laban went and looked through
them. He carried everything that he haJacob’s camp. He looked in Jacob’s tent and
gotten while he lived in Paddan Aram. then in Leah’s tent. Then he looked in the tent
19At this time, Laban was gone to cut thwhere the two slave women stayed. But he did
wool from his sheep. While he was gonenot find the gods from his house. Then Laban
Rachel went into his house and stole the falwent into Rachel's ten4Rachel had hidden
gods that belonged to her father. the gods inside her camel’s saddle, and she
20Jacob tricked Laban the Aramean. He dwas sitting on them. Laban looked through the
not tell Laban he was leavinglJacob took whole tent, but he did not find the gods.
his family and everything he owned and le  35And Rachel said to her father, “Father,
quickly. They crossed the Euphrates Rivedon't be angry with me. | am not able to stand
and traveled toward the hill country of Gileacup before you. | am having my monthly time of
22Three days later, Laban learned thibleeding.” So Laban looked through the camp,
Jacob had run away3So Laban gathered hisbut he did not find the gods from his house.
men together and began to chase Jacob. Al 36Then Jacob became very angry. Jacob
seven days, Laban found Jacob near the lsaid, “What wrong have | done? What law
country in Gilead24That night God went to have | broken? Why do you have the right to
Laban in a dream. God said, “Be careful! Bchase me and stop m&%ou have looked
careful of every word you say to Jacob.”  through everything | own. You have found
nothing that belongs to you. If you have found
The Search for the Stolen Gods anything, then show it to me. Put it here
25The next morning Laban caught Jacolwhere our men can see it. Let our men decide
Jacob had set his camp on the mountain. which one of us is righ88 have worked 20
Laban and all his men set their camp in ttyears for you. During all that time, none of
hill country of Gilead. the baby sheep and goats died during birth.
26 aban said to Jacob, “Why did you trictAnd | have not eaten any of the rams from
me? Why did you take my daughters like theyour flocks.3%Any time a sheep was killed by
were women you captured during wart?vhy  wild animals, | always paid for that myself. |
did you run away without telling me? If yordid not take the dead animal to you and say
had told me, | would have given you a partthat it was not my fault. But | was robbed day
There would have been singing and dancitand night4%n the daytime, the sun took away
with music.28You didn’t even let me kiss my my strength, and at night sleep was taken
grandchildren and my daughters goodbyfrom my eyes by the coldtll worked 20
You were very foolish to do thig®l have the years like a slave for you. For the first 14
power to really hurt you. But last night youyears | worked to win your two daughters.
father's God came to me in a dream. HThe last six years | worked to earn your
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animals. And during that time you changeAbraham, the God of Nahor, and the God of
my pay ten times42But the God of my their ancestors* judge us guilty if we break
ancestors,* the God of Abraham and the Fethis agreement.”

of Isaac,* was with me. If God had not bee Jacob’s father, Isaac, called God “Fear.” So
with me, then you would have sent me awiJacob used that name to make the promise.
with nothing. But God saw the trouble that 54Then Jacob killed an animal and offered it
had. God saw the work that | did. And laas a sacrifice* on the mountain. And he

night God proved that | am right.” invited his men to come and share a meal.
, After they finished eating, they spent the night
Jacob and Laban’s Treaty on the mountain®Early the next morning,

43Laban said to Jacob, “These women aLaban kissed his grandchildren and his
my daughters. And these children belong daughters goodbye. He blessed them and went
me. And these animals are mine. Everythitback home.
you see here belongs to me. But | can |
nothing to keep my daughters and the Reunion With Esau
children. 44So | am ready to make ar32]acob also left that place. While he was
agreement with you. We will set up a pile raveling, he saw God’'s angeRNhen
stones to show that we have an agreement.” Jacob saw them he said, “This is God's camp!”

4550 Jacob found a large rock and put So Jacob named that place Mahanaim.*
there to show that he had made an agreem:  3Jacob'’s brother Esau was living in the area
46He told his men to find some more rockcalled Seir. This area was the hill country of
and make a pile of rocks. Then they ate besEdom.* Jacob sent messengers to Esau.
the pile of rocks#7Laban named that place4Jacob told the messengers, “Tell these things
Yegar Sahadutha.* But Jacob named thto my master Esau: ‘Your servant Jacob says,
place Galeed.* o | have lived with Laban all these yeaPs$.

“8Laban said to Jacob, “This pile of rockhave many cows, donkeys, flocks, and men
will help us both remember our agreemeniand women servants. Sir, | am sending you
That is why Jacob called the place Galeed. this message to ask you to accept us.”

49Then Laban said, “Let the Lord watcl 6The messengers came back to Jacob and
over us while we are separated from easaid, “We went to your brother Esau. He is
other.” So that place was also named Mizpaf coming to meet you. He has 400 men with him.”

50Then Laban said, “If you hurt my 7That message scared Jacob. He divided the
daughters, remember that God will punispeople who were with him into two groups.
you. If you marry other women, remembeHe divided all the flocks and the herds and the
that God is watchingHere are the rocks tha'camels into two group$Jacob thought, “If
I have put between us. And here is the specEsau comes and destroys one group, then the
rock to show that we made an agreemeigther group can run away and be saved.”
52This pile of rocks and this one special ro¢  9jacob said, “God of my father Abraham!
both help us remember our agreement. | WGod of my father Isaac! Lord, you told me to
never go past these rocks to fight against yicome back to my country and to my family.
And you must never go on my side of thetygy said that you would do good to me.
rocks to fight against me3May the God of 10yoy have been very kind to me. You did

many good things for me. The first time |

ancestors Literally, “fathers.” This means a person’s parentstraveled across the Jordan River, | owned

grandparents, and all the people they are descended from. nothing—only my Walking stick. But now |
Fear of Isaac A name for God.

Yegar Sahadutha Aramaic words meaning “rock pile of the

agreement.” sacrifice A gift to God. Usually it was a special animal that was
Galeed Another name for Gilead. This Hebrew name mear  killed and burned on an altar.
“rock pile of the agreement.” Mahanaim This name means “two camps.”

Mizpah This means “a place to watch from.” Edom A country east of Judah.
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own enough things to have two full groupscame up25The man saw that he could not
11] ask you to please save me from mdefeat Jacob. So he touched Jacob’s leg. At
brother. Save me from Esau. | am afraid ithat time, Jacob’s leg was put out of joint.
him. | am afraid that he will come and kill all  26Then the man said to Jacob, “Let me go.
of us, even the mothers with the childrerThe sun is coming up.”
12 ord, you said to me, ‘| will be good to you  But Jacob said, “I will not let you go. You
| will increase your family and make youimust bless me.”
children as many as the sands of the s¢ 27And the man said to him, “What is your
There will be too many to count.” name?”

13Jacob stayed in that place for the nigh And Jacob said, “My name is Jacob.”
Jacob prepared some things to give to Esau  28Then the man said, “Your name will not
a gift. 14Jacob took 200 female goats and zbe Jacob. Your name will now be Israel.* |
male goats, 200 female sheep and 20 migive you this name because you have fought
sheep13Jacob took 30 camels and their coltwith God and with men, and you have not
40 cows and 10 bulls, 20 female donkeys aiheen defeated.”
10 male donkeystéJacob gave each flock ol  29Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me
animals to his servants. Then Jacob said to 'your name.”
servants, “Separate each group of animals.  But the man said, “Why must you ask my
ahead of me and keep some space betwiname?” At that time, the man blessed Jacob.
each herd.""Jacob gave them their orders 30Sg Jacob named that place Peniel.* Jacob
To the servant with the first group of animalsajd, “At this place, | saw God face to face,
Jacob said, “When Esau my brother comes byt my life was spared3:Then the sun came
you and asks you, ‘Whose animals are thesyp as he passed Penuel.* Jacob was walking
Where are you going? Whose servant acrippled because of his leg2So even today,
you?' 18Then you should answer, ‘Thesithe people of Israel don't eat the muscle that

animals belong to your servant Jacob. Jacis on the hip joint, because this is the muscle
sent them as a gift to you my master, ESé\yhere Jacob was hurt.

And Jacob is also coming behind us.”
19Jacob also ordered the second servant, Jacob Shows His Bravery

third servant, and all the other servants to « Jacob looked and saw Esau coming.
same thing to Esau when you meet hinyith him. Jacob divided his family into four
20¥ou will say, ‘This is a gift to you, and yourgroups, Leah and her children were in one
servant Jacob is behind us. group, Rachel and Joseph were in one group,
Jacob thought, “If | send these men aheigng the two maids and their children were in
with gifts, then maybe Esau will forgive mey,q groups2Jacob put the maids with their

and accept me.21So Jacob sent the gifts cpiigren first. Then Jacob put Leah and her
Esau. But Jacob stayed that night in the Carr cyiidren behind them. And Jacob put Rachel
22 ater that night, Jacob got up and left thi; Joseph in the last place.

place. Jacob took his two wives, his W 335001 himself went out toward Esau. So
maids, and his eleven sons with him. Jactha \as the first person Esau came to. Jacok

crossed the Jabbok River at the crossinggeq on the ground seven times while he
23Jacob sent his family across the river. The, walking toward his brother.

Jacob sent everything he had across the rive " s\yhan Esay saw Jacob, he ran to meet him.
The Fight With God Esau put his arms around Jacob and huggec

24Jacob was the last person to cross t

; ; .Israel This name might mean “he fights for God,” “he fights
river. But before he could cross, while he we™ = 7 0 or “God fights.

S'_[i” alone, a man Cam_e an_d WI’QSHGd WitPenieI, Penuel Two forms of the same name which mean “the
him. The man fought with him until the sur face of God.”
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his neck and kissed him. Then they both crie 18Jacob safely ended his trip from Paddan

SEsau looked up and saw the women alAram when he came to the town of Shechem

children. He said, “Who are all these peopin Canaan. Jacob made his camp in a field

with you?” near the city19Jacob bought the field where
Jacob answered, “These are the childrhe camped from the family of Hamor, father

that God gave me. God has been good to miof Shechem. Jacob paid 100 pieces of silver.
6Then the two maids and the children wit20Jacob built an altar there to worship God.

them went to Esau. They bowed down befolJacob named the place “El, the God of Israel.”

him. 7Then Leah and the children with her wer .

to Esau and bowed down. And then Rachel a The Rape of Dinah

Joseph went to Esau and bowed down. 3 Dinah was the daughter of Leah and
8Esau said, “Who were all those people Jacob. One day, Dinah went out to see

saw while | was coming here? And what we the women of that placHamor was the king

all those animals for?” of that land. His son Shechem saw Dinah.
Jacob answered, “Those are my gifts to yiShechem kidnapped her and raped K€hen

so that you might accept me.” Shechem fell in love with Dinah and wanted to
9But Esau said, “You don't have to give mmarry her.4Shechem told his father, “Please

gifts, brother. | have enough for myself.”  get this girl for me so that | can marry her.”
10Jacob said, “No! | beg you! If you truly SJacob learned that the boy had done this

accept me, then please accept the gifts | gvery bad thing to his daughter. But all Jacob’s

you. | am very happy to see your face again.sons were out in the field with the cattle. So

is like seeing the face of God. | am very hapjJacob did nothing until they came horfiat

to see that you accept mdSo | beg that you that time, Shechem’s father, Hamor, went to

also accept the gifts | give you. God has betalk with Jacab.

very good to me. | have more than | need.”  7In the fields, Jacob’s sons heard the news

this way Jacob begged Esau to take the giabout what happened. They were very angry

So Esau accepted the gifts. when they heard this. They were mad because
12Then Esau said, “Now you can continuShechem had brought shame to Israel by
your journey. | will go with you.” raping Jacob’s daughter. The brothers came in

13But Jacob said to him, “You know thafrom the fields as soon as they heard about the
my children are weak. And | must be carefiterrible thing Shechem had done.
with my flocks and their young animals. If  8But Hamor talked to the brothers. He said,
force them to walk too far in one day, all th“My son Shechem wants Dinah very much.
animals will die.14So you go on ahead. | willPlease let him marry hefThis marriage will
follow you slowly. | will go slow enough for show we have a special agreement. Then our
the cattle and other animals to be safe. Animen can marry your women, and your men
will go slow enough so that my children wilcan marry our womert%ou can live in the
not become too tired. | will meet you in Seir.’same land with us. You will be free to own
1550 Esau said, “Then | will leave some cthe land and to trade here.”
my men with you to help you.” 11Shechem also talked to Jacob and the
But Jacob said, “That is very kind of youbrothers. Shechem said, “Please accept me. |
But there is no need to do thatéSo that day will do anything you ask me to dé2 will
Esau started on his trip back to S&ifBut give you any gift* you want if you only allow
Jacob went to Succoth. In that place he builme to marry Dinah. | will give you anything
house for himself and small barns for hiyou ask, but let me marry Dinah.”
cattle. That is why the place was name 13Jacob’s sons decided to lie to Shechem
Succoth.* and his father. The brothers were still mad

Succoth A town east of the Jordan River. This name meal
‘temporary shelters.” gift  Or, “dowry.” Here, the money a man paid for a wife.
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because Shechem had done such a bad trShechem did to their sisté¥So the brothers
to their sister Dinaht4So the brothers said totook all their animals. They took all their
him, “We cannot allow you to marry ourdonkeys and everything else in the city and in
sister because you are not yet circumcised.*the fields.29The brothers took everything
would be wrong for our sister to marry youthose people owned. The brothers even took
15But we will allow you to marry her if you the wives and children.
do this one thing: Every man in your towr 30But Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You
must become circumcised like usThen have given me much trouble. All the people in
your men can marry our women, and our methis place will hate me. All the Canaanite
can marry your women. Then we will becompeople and the Perizzite people will turn
one peoplel7lf you refuse to be circumcised.against me. There are only a few of us. If the
then we will take Dinah away.” people in this place gather together to fight
18This agreement made Hamor anagainst us, then | will be destroyed. And all
Shechem very happy®Shechem was very our people will be destroyed with me.”
happy to do what Dinah’s brothers asked. 31But the brothers said, “Should we let
those people treat our sister like a prostitute?*
Revenge No! Those people were wrong to do that to
Shechem was the most honored man in lour sister!”
family. 20Hamor and Shechem went to th
meeting place of their city. They spoke to th Jacob in Bethel
men of the city and saidl‘These people of God said to Jacob, “Go to the town of
Israel want to be friends with us. We want t Bethel.* Live there and make an altar*
let them live in our land and be at peace wifor worship. Remember EI* the God who
us. We have enough land for all of us. We aappeared* to you there when you were
free to marry their women. And we are hapgrunning away from your brother Esau. Make
to give them our women for marriag€But your altar to worship that God there.”
there is one thing that all our men must agr.  2So Jacob said to his family and to all his
to do. All our men must agree to becomservants, “Destroy all those foreign gods
circumcised* the same as the people of Isramade of wood and metal that you have. Make
231 we do this, then we will become rich frorryourselves pure. Put on clean cloth&ale
all their cattle and animals. So we should mawill leave here and go to Bethel. In that place,
this agreement with them, and they will stal will build an altar to the God who helped me
here with us.?4All the men who heard this in during my time of trouble. And that God has
the meeting place agreed with Hamor arbeen with me everywhere | went.”
Shechem. And every man was circumcised  4So the people gave Jacob all the foreign
that time. gods that they had. And they gave Jacob all
25Three days later, the men who werthe rings they were wearing in their ears.
circumcised* were still sore. Two of Jacob'Jacob buried all these things under an oak tree
sons, Simeon and Levi, knew that the menear the town called Shechem.
would be weak at this time. So they went 1 5Jacob and his sons left that place. The
the city and killed all the men the@Dinah’s people in that area wanted to follow and Kkill
brothers, Simeon and Levi, killed Hamor anthem. But they became very afraid and did not
his son Shechem. Then they took Dinah out
Shechem’s house and |9ﬂ7-JaCQb'S SONS prostitute A woman paid by men for sexual sin.
went to the city and stole everything that WéBethel This name means “God's house.”

there. They were still angry because of whaltar(s) A stone table used for burning sacrifices that were
offered as gifts to God.
El A Hebrew name for God.
circumcise(d) Cutting the foreskin from a man. In Israel thisGod who appeared God often used special shapes so people
was proof that a man had made a special agreement to 0 could see him. Sometimes he was like a man, an angel, a fire,
God's laws and teachings. or a bright light.
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follow Jacob.6So Jacob and his people wer 18Rachel died while giving birth to the son.
to Luz. Luz is now called Bethel.* It is in theBefore dying, Rachel named the boy Benoni.*
land of Canaan’Jacob built an altar* there.But Jacob called him Benjamin.*
Jacob named the place “El Bethel.” Jacc 1%Rachel was buried on the road to
chose this name because that is the place (Ephrath. (Ephrath is Bethlehera®And Jacob
first appeared to him when he was runnirput a special rock on her grave to honor
from his brother. Rachel. That special rock is still there today.
8Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, died ther2iThen Israel(Jacob)continued his journey.
They buried her under the oak tree at BethHe camped just south of Eder tower.*

They named that place Allon Bacuth.* 22|srael stayed there for a short time. While
] he was there, Reuben slept with Israel’s
Jacob’s New Name woman servant* Bilhah. Israel heard about

9When Jacob came back from Paddan Arathis and was very angry.
God appeared to him again. And God bless .
Jacob.10God said to Jacob, “Your name i The Family of Israel
Jacob. But | will change that name. You wi  Jacollsrael) had twelve sons.
not be called Jacob now. Your new name w 23Jacob and Leah’s sons were: Jacob’s
be Israel.*” So God named him Israel. firstborn son Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah,
11God said to him, “I am God All-Issachar, and Zebulun.
Powerful.* And | give you this blessing:  24Jacob and Rachel's sons were Joseph and
Have many children and grow into a greiBenjamin.
nation. Other nations and other kings wi 25Bilhah was Rachel's maid. Jacob and
come out of you!Z gave Abraham and IsaacBilhah's sons were Dan and Naphtali.
some special land. Now | give that land t 26Zilpah was Leah’s maid. Jacob and
you. And | also give that land to all youZilpah's sons were Gad and Asher.
people who live after you.23Then God left ~ Those are Jacobigsrael's) sons who were
that place 14-13acob set up a memoriaborn in Paddan Aram.
stone* in this place. Jacob made the rock hc - 27Jacob went to his father Isaac at Mamre
by pouring wine and oil on it. This was iin Kiriath Arba (Hebron). This is where
special place because God spoke to JacAbraham and Isaac had livetlsaac lived
there. And Jacob named the place Bethel.* 180 years29Then Isaac became weak and
died. Isaac had lived a long and full life. His
Rachel Dies Giving Birth sons Esau and Jacob buried him in the same
16Jacob and his group left Bethel. Ju:place as his father.
before they came to Ephra{Bethlehem)

Rachel began giving birth to her ballyBut Esau's Family
Rachel was having much trouble with thi The family history of Esau (Edom).
birth. She was having great pain. Rachel Esau married women from the land of

nurse saw this and said, “Don't be afraiCanaan. Esau’s wives were: Adah, the
Rachel. You are giving birth to another son.” daughter of Elon the Hittite, Oholibamah, the
daughter of Anah, the son of Zibeon the Hivite,
3 ! i
Bethel A town in Israel. This name means “God’s house.” and Basem‘?th’ Ishmael's dauqhter’ the sister
altar(s) A stone table used for burning sacrifices that wer@f_Nebamth- Esau and Adah had a son named
offered as gifts to God. Eliphaz. Basemath had a son named Reuel.
Allon Bacuth  This name means “the oak tree of sadness.”
Israel  This name might mean “he fights for God” or “he fight
with God.” Benoni  This name means “son of my suffering.”
God All-Powerful  Literally, “El Shaddai.” Benjamin  This name means “right-hand (favorite) son.”
memorial stone A stone that was set up to help peoplEder tower Or, “Migdal Eder.”
remember something special. In ancient Israel people often woman servant Or, “concubine,” a slave woman who was like
up stones as special places to worship false gods. a wife to a man.
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5And Oholibamah had three sons: JeusThose three men were the fathers of their
Jalam, and Korah. Those were Esau’s sons tfamilies.19Those men were all family leaders
were born in the land of Canaan. from Esau (Edom).

6-8Jacob and Esau’s families became tc¢ 20Seir, a Horite man, lived in Edom* before
big for the land in Canaan to support them aEsau. These are the sons of Seir: Lotan,
So Esau moved away from his brother JaccShobal, Zibeon, Anah?1Dishon, Ezer,
Esau took his wives, sons, daughters, all fDishan. Those sons were all Horite family
slaves, cows and other animals, arleaders from Seir in Edom.
everything else that he got in Canaan a1 22Lotan was the father of Hori and
moved to the hill country of Seir.* (Esau isHeman.* (Timna was Lotan’s sister.)
also named Edomand this is another name 23Shobal was the father of Alvan,
for the country Sejr) Manahath, Ebal, Shepho, and Onam.

9Esau is the father of the people of Edom 24Zibeon had two sons Aiah and Anah.
These are the names of Esau’s family livin(Anah is the man who found the hot springs in

in the hill country of SeiEdon): the mountains while he was caring for his
10Esau and Adah’s son was Eliphaz. Esifather’s donkeys.)
and Basemath's son was Reuel. 25Anah was the father of Dishon and

11Eliphaz had five sons: Teman, OmaiOholibamah.

Zepho, Gatam, and Kena2Eliphaz also had  26Dishon had four sons. They were

a woman servant* named Timna. Timna arHemdan, Eshban, Ithran, and Keran.

Eliphaz had a son named Amalek. 2iEzer had three sons. They were Bilhan,
13Reuel had four sons: Nahath, ZeratZaavan, and Akan.

Shammah, and Mizzah. 2&Dishan had two sons. They were Uz and
Those were Esau’s grandsons from his wiAran.

Basemath. 29These are the names of the leaders of the
14Esau’s third wife was Oholibamah, th¢Horite families: Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah,
daughter of Anah. (Anah was the son ¢3Mishon, Ezer, and Dishan. Those men were
Zibeon.) Esau and Oholibamah’s childrethe leaders of the families that lived in the

were: Jeush, Jalam, Korah. country of Seir(Edont). 31At that time, there
15These are the family groups* that camwere kings in Edom. Edom had kings a long
from EsauEdom) time before Israel did.

Esau'’s first son was Eliphaz. From Elipha 32Bela son of Beor was a king who ruled in
came: Teman, Omar, Zepho, KenéKorah, Edom.* He ruled over the city of Dinhabah.

Gatam, and Amalek. 33When Bela died, Jobab became king. Jobab
All those family groups* came from Esau’swas the son of Zerah from Bozrat#When
wife Adah. Jobab died, Husham ruled. Husham was from

17Esau’s son Reuel was the father of thethe land of the Temanite peopRSWhen
families: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, anHusham died, Hadad ruled that area. Hadad

Mizzah. was the son of Bedad. (Hadad was the man
All those families came from Esau’s wifewho defeated Midian in the country of Moab.)
Basemath. Hadad was from the city of Avitt88When

18Esau’s wife Oholibamah, daughter oHadad died, Samlah ruled that country.
Anah, gave birth to Jeush, Jalam, and KoreSamlah was from Masreka#When Samlah
died, Shaul ruled that area. Shaul was from
, . . Rehoboth on the Euphrates Riv8#When
ESZmA,T 233;?:3 Lig?%ﬂfg;ﬁ ' Shaul died, Baal Hanan ruled that country.

woman servant Or, “concubine,” a woman who was like a wife Baal Hanan was the son of Acb8PWhen
to a man.

family groups Or, “family leaders.” These families became
large tribes and nations. Heman Or “Homam.”
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Baal Hanan died, Hadad* ruled that countrsaid, “I had another dream. | saw the sun, the
Hadad was from the city of Pau. Hadad moon, and eleven stars bowing down to me.”
wife's name was Mehetabel, the daughter 10Joseph also told his father about this
Matred. (Mezahab was Matred's father.) ~ dream. But his father criticized him. His
40-4Esau was the father of the Edomitfather said, “What kind of dream is this? Do
families: Timna, Alvah, Jetheth, Oholibamalyou believe that your mother, your brothers,
Elah, Pinon, Kenaz, Teman, Mibzar, Magdieand | will bow down to you?11Joseph’s
and Iram. Each of these families lived in ¢brothers continued to be jealous of him. But
area that was called by the same name as tlJoseph'’s father thought much about all these
family. things and wondered what they could mean.
120ne day, Joseph’s brothers went to
Joseph the Dreamer Shechem to care for their father's sheep.
3 Jacob stayed and lived in the land (13Jacob said to Joseph, “Go to Shechem. Your
Canaan. This is the same land where Ibrothers are there with my sheep.”
father had lived?This is the story of Jacob’s Joseph answered, “I will go.”
family. 14Joseph’s father said, “Go and see if your
Joseph was a young man, 17 years old. throthers are safe. Come back and tell me if
job was to care for the sheep and the goemy sheep are all fine.” So Joseph’s father sent
Joseph did this work with his brothers, thhim from the Valley of Hebron to Shechem.
sons of Bilhah and Zilpah. (Bilhah and Zilpa 1°At Shechem, Joseph became lost. A man
were his father's wives.) Joseph told his fathfound him wandering in the fields. The man
about the bad things that his brothers disaid, “What are you looking for?”
3Joseph was born at a time when his fatr  16Joseph answered, “l am looking for my
Israel(Jacob)was very old. So Isra¢lacob) brothers. Can you tell me where they are with
loved Joseph more than he loved his oththeir sheep?”
sons. Jacob gave his son a special coat. T 17The man said, “They have already gone
coat was long and was very beautiful.away. | heard them say that they were going
4Joseph’s brothers saw that their father lovto Dothan.” So Joseph followed his brothers
Joseph more than he loved them. They ha:and found them in Dothan.
their brother because of this. They refused ,
say nice thmgs to Joseph. Joseph Sold into Slavery
50ne time Joseph had a special dream. Lat  18Joseph’s brothers saw him coming from

Joseph told his brothers about this dream. Aftfar away. They decided to make a plan to kil
this, his brothers hated him even more. him. 19The brothers said to each other, “Here

6Joseph said, ‘I had a dreafiVe were all comes Joseph, the one who drea@¥%Ve
working in the field. We were tying stacks cshould kill him now while we can. We can
wheat together. Then my sheaf got up. It stothrow his body into one of the empty wells.
there while all of your sheaves made a circWe can tell our father that a wild animal
around mine. Then all of your stacks of whekilled him. Then we will show him that his

bowed down to mine.” dreams are useless.”
8His brothers said, “Do you think thic 21But Reuben wanted to save Joseph.

means you will be a king and rule over us'Reuben said, “Let's not kil hime2We can

His brothers hated Joseph more now becaiput him into a well without hurting him.”
of the dreams he had about them. Reuben planned to save Joseph and send him

9Then Joseph had another dream. Joseback to his father23Joseph came to his
told his brothers about this dream. Jose/brothers. They attacked him and tore off his
long and beautiful coag4Then they threw
oty him into an empty well that was dry.
Hadad Or, “Hadar. . .
beautiful The Hebrew means “striped” or possibly, “many 25While Joseph was in the well, the
colored.” brothers sat down to eat. Then they looked
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and saw a group of traders* traveling frorCanaanite girl gave birth to a son. She named
Gilead to Egypt. Their camels were carryinhim Er.4Later, she gave birth to another son.
many different spices and riché§So Judah She named him OnaPLater she had another
said to his brothers, “What profit will we geson named Shelah. Judah lived in Kezib when
if we kill our brother and hide his death’his third son was born.
2We will profit more if we sell him to these €Judah chose a woman to be the wife of his
traders. Then we will not be guilty of killingfirst son Er. The woman’s name was Tamar.
our own brother.” The other brothers agree 7But Er did many bad things. The Lord was not
28When the Midianite traders came by, thhappy with him. So the Lord killed hin§Then
brothers took Joseph out of the well. TheJudah said to Er's brother Onan, “Go and sleep
sold him to the traders for 20 pieces of silvewith your dead brother's wife.* Become like a
The traders took him to Egypt. husband to her. If children are born, then they

29During all this time, Reuben was nowill belong to your brother Er.”
there with the brothers. He did not know the  90nan knew that the children from this
had sold Joseph. When Reuben came backunion would not belong to him. Onan had
the well, he saw that Joseph was not theisexual relations with Tamar, but he did not
Reuben tore his clothe® show his sadness allow himself to stay inside he¥This made
30Reuben went to the brothers and said, “Tlthe Lord angry. So the Lord killed Onan also.
boy is not in the well! What will | do1The 11Then Judah said to his daughter-in-law
brothers killed a goat and put the goat's blocTamar, “Go back to your father's house. Stay
on Joseph’s beautiful coa$2Then the there and don’t marry until my young son
brothers showed the coat to their father. ArShelah grows up.” Judah was afraid that
the brothers said, “We found this coat. Is th Shelah would also be killed like his brothers.
Joseph's coat?” Tamar went back to her father's home.

33The father saw the coat and knew that 12 ater, Judah's wife, the daughter of Shua,
was Joseph's. The father said, “Yes, that is hdied. After Judah’s time of sadness, he went to
Maybe some wild animal has killed him. MyTimnah with his friend Hirah from Adullam.
son Joseph has been eaten by a wild animé¢Judah went to Timnah to have the wool cut
$4Jacob was so sorry about his son that he tifrom his sheepi3Tamar learned that Judah,
his clothes. Then Jacob put on special clothesher father-in-law, was going to Timnah to cut
show that he was sad. Jacob continued to be the wool from his sheep4Tamar always wore
about his son for a long tim&All of Jacob's clothes that showed that she was a widow. So
sons and daughters tried to comfort him. B she put on some different clothes and covered
Jacob was never comforted. Jacob said, | Wher face with a veil. Then she sat down near
be sorry for my son until the day | die.™ Scthe road going to Enaim, a town near Timnah.
Jacob continued to be sad for his son Joseph.Tamar knew that Judah'’s younger son Shelah

%The Midianite traders later sold Joseph iwas now grown up. But Judah would not make
Egypt. They sold him to Potiphar, the captaip|ans for her to marry him.
of the Pharaoh’s guards. 15Judah traveled on that road. He saw her
Judahand T but thought that she was a prostitute.* (Her

udahand famar , face was covered with a veil like a prostitute.)

3 About that time, Judah left his brother 16So Judah went to her and said, “Let me have

JUand went to stay with a man name seyya| relations with you” (Judah did not know
Hirah. Hirah was from the town of Adullam.hat she was Tamar, his daughter-in-law.)

2Judah met a Canaanite girl there and marri she sajd, “How much will you give me?”
her. The girl's father was named Shé@he

Go and sleep ... wife In Israel if a man died without children,
traders Literally, “Ishmaelites.” one of his brothers would take the widow. If a child was born,
[ will be sorry ... die Literally, “I will go down to my son in it would be considered the dead man'’s child.

Sheol the place of deajtin sadness.” prostitute A woman paid by men for sexual sins.
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17Judah answered, “I will send you a your  26Judah recognized those things and said,
goat from my flock.” “She is right. | was wrong. | did not give her
She answered, “I agree to that. But first yemy son Shelah like | promised.” And Judah
must give me something to keep until yodid not sleep with her again.
send me the goat.” 27The time came for Tamar to give birth.
18Judah asked, “What do you want me tThey saw she was going to have twins.
give you as proof that | will send you the goat?28While she was giving birth, one baby put his
Tamar answered, “Give me your seal arthand out. The nurse tied a red string on the
its string* that you use on your letters. Anhand and said, “This baby was born first.”
give me your walking stick.” Judah gave the:2%But that baby pulled his hand back in. Then
things to her. Then Judah and Tamar hthe other baby was born first. So the nurse
sexual relations, and Tamar became pregnesaid, “So you were able to break out first!” So
19Tamar went home and took off the veil thithey named him Perez3®After this, the other
covered her face. Then she again wore tbaby was born. This was the baby with the red
special clothes that showed she was a widovstring on his hand. They named him Zerah*
20L ater, Judah sent his friend Hirah to Enair o
to give the prostitute* the goat he promise¢  Joseph s Sold to Potiphar in Egypt
Also Judah told Hirah to get the special se3 The traders* who bought Joseph took
and the walking stick from her. But Hirah coulc™d <Jhim down to Egypt. They sold him to
not find her.2iHirah asked some of the men ¢the captain of Pharaoh’s guard, PotipfiBut
the town of Enaim, “Where is the prostitute thethe Lord helped Joseph. Joseph became a

was here by the road?”’ successful man. Joseph lived in the house of
The men answered, “There has never behis master, Potiphar the Egyptian. _
a prostitute here.” 3Potiphar saw that the Lord was with

220 Judah’s friend went back to Judah aJoseph. Potiphar saw that the Lord helped
said, “I could not find the woman. The meJoseph be successful in everything he 4fa.

that lived in that place said that there w¢Potiphar was very happy for Joseph. Potiphar
never a prostitute there.” allowed Joseph to work for him and help him

2350 Judah said, “Let her keep the thingsto rule the house. Joseph was the ruler over

don’'t want people to laugh at us. | tried teverything Potiphar ownedAfter Joseph
give her the goat, but we could not find hewas made the ruler over the house, the Lord

That is enough.” blessed the house and everything that
Potiphar owned. The Lord did this because of
Tamar Is Pregnant Joseph. And the Lord blessed everything that

24hout three months later, someone togrew in the fields of PotiphafSo Potiphar
Judah, “Your daughter-in-law Tamar sinne@llowed Joseph to take responsibility for
like a prostitute,* and now she is pregnant.” €verything in the house. Potiphar worried

Then Judah said, “Take her out and buiabout nothing, only the food he ate.
her.” L

25The men went to Tamar to kill her. But sh Joseph Refuses Potiphar's Wie ,
sent a message to her father-in-law. Tamar s; _J0seph was a very handsome, good-looking
“The man who made me pregnant is the mman.7Aﬁer Somel“me, the wife of Joseph S .
who owns these things. Look at these thingMaster began to like Joseph. One day she said

Whose are they? Whose special seal and strilt him, “Sleep with me.” -
is this? Whose walking stick is this?” %But Joseph refused. He said, "My master
trusts me with everything in his house. He has

seal ... string People wrote a contract, folded it, tied it with
string, put wax or clay on the string, and pressed the seal oPerez This name is like the word meaning “to break out.”
it to seal it. This was like signing the agreement. Zerah This name is like the word meaning “bright.”
prostitute A woman paid by men for sexual sins. traders Literally, “Ishmaelites.”
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given me responsibility for everything hereangry with his baker and wine servégo
9My master has made me almost equal to hPharaoh put them in the same prison as
in his house. | must not sleep with his wifeJoseph. Potiphar, the commander of Pharaoh’s
That is wrong! It is a sin against God.” guards, was in charge of this prisdiThe
10The woman talked with Joseph evercommander put the two prisoners under
day, but Joseph refused to sleep with heJoseph’s care. The two men continued to stay
110ne day Joseph went into the house to iin prison for some time2One night, both of
his work. He was the only man in the house the prisoners had a dream. (The two prisoners
the time.12His master’s wife grabbed his coawere the servants of the king of Egypt—the
and said to him, “Come to bed with me.” Bubaker and the wine server.) Each prisoner had
Joseph ran out of the house so fast that he his own dream. And each dream had its own
his coat in her hand. meaning.6Joseph went to them the next
13The woman saw Joseph had left his comorning. Joseph saw that the two men were
in her hands and had run out of the hoySe. worried. 7Joseph asked them, “Why do you
she decided to lie about what had happgnelook so worried today?”
14She called to the men outside. She sai 8The two men answered, “We dreamed last
“Look! This Hebrew slave was brought here tnight, but we don’t understand what we
make fun of us. He came in and tried to attadreamed. There is no one to interpret or
me, but | screamed>My scream scared himexplain the dreams to us.”
and he ran away. But he left his coat with me  Joseph said to them, “God is the One who
16Then she kept his coat until her husbancan understand and interpret dreams. So | beg
Joseph’s master, came hordéAnd she told you, tell me your dreams.”
her hushand the same story. She said, “T! .
Hebrew slave you brought here tried to atta The Wine Server's Dream
me! 18But when he came near me | screame 950 the wine server told Joseph his dream.
He ran away, but he left his coat.” The server said, “I dreamed | saw a viHen
o the vine there were three branches. | watched
Joseph in Prison the branches grow flowers and then become
19Joseph’s master heard what his wife saigrapes.1ll was holding Pharaoh’s cup. So |
And he became very angrifThere was a took the grapes and squeezed the juice into the
prison where the king's enemies were put. {cup. Then | gave the cup to Pharaoh.”
Potiphar put Joseph into that prison. An  12Then Joseph said, “I will explain the
Joseph stayed there. dream to you. The three branches mean three
21But the Lord was with Joseph. The Loridays.13Before the end of three days, Pharaoh
continued to show his kindness to Josepwill forgive you and allow you to go back to
After some time, the commander of the priscyour work. You will do the same work for
guards began to like Joseghrhe commander Pharaoh as you did befor#But when you
of the guards put Joseph in charge of all tlare free, remember me. Be good to me and
prisoners. Joseph was their leader, but he <help me. Tell Pharaoh about me so that | can
did the same work they diéThe commander get out of this prisontd was taken from my
of the guards trusted Joseph with everythirown home, the land of my people, the
that was in the prison. This happened becatHebrews. | have done nothing wrong. So |
the Lord was with Joseph. The Lord helpeshould not be in prison.”
Joseph be successful in everything he did.
The Baker's Dream
Joseph Interprets Two Dreams 16The baker saw that the other servant’s
40Later, two of Pharaoh’s servants diidream was good. So the baker said to Joseph
something wrong to Pharaoh. Thes“l also had a dream. | dreamed there were
servants were the baker and the man wthree bread baskets on my hedéin the top
served wine to PharaoBPharaoh becamebasket there were all kinds of baked food.
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This food was for the king. But birds weri  The Servant Tells Pharaoh About Joseph

eating this food.” . 9Then the wine servant remembered Joseph.
18Joseph answered, “I will tell you what thThe servant said to Pharaoh, “I remember
dream means. The three baskets mean thsomething that happened to méYou were
days.19Before the end of three days, the kirangry with me and the baker, and you put us in
will take you out of this prison. Then the kin(prison.11Then one night he and | had a dream.
will cut your head off! He will hang your Each dream had a different meani#igfhere
body on a pole. And birds will eat your body.was a young Hebrew man in prison with us.
He was a servant of the commander of the
Joseph Is Forgotten guards. We told him our dreams, and he
20Three days later, it was Pharaoh’explained them to us. He told us the meaning
birthday. Pharaoh gave a party for all hof each dreami3And what he said came true.
servants. At the party, Pharaoh allowed tiHe said | would be free and have my old job

wine server and the baker to leave the pristhack. And that happened. He also said the
21Pharaoh freed the wine server. Pharaoh gibaker would die, and that happened!”

him his job back. And the wine server put

cup of wine in Pharaoh’s hané®But Pharaoh  Joseph Is Called to Interpret the Dreams

hanged the baker and everything happened  14So Pharaoh called Joseph from the

way Joseph said it woul@3But the wine prison. The guards quickly got Joseph out of

server did not remember to help Joseph. Iprison. Joseph shaved and put on some clean
said nothing about Joseph to Pharaoh. Tclothes. Then he went to see Pharaoh.

wine server forgot about Joseph. 15Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream. But
, no one can interpret the dream for me. | heard
Pharaoh’s Dreams that you can interpret dreams when someone

4 1Two years later, Pharaoh had a dreatells you about them.”

He dreamed that he was standing by t  16Joseph answered, “I can’t! But maybe
Nile River.2In the dream, seven cows comGod will explain them for you, Pharaoh.”
out of the river and stood there eating grac 17Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “In my
They were healthy, good-looking cowhen dream, | was standing by the Nile River.
seven more cows came out of the river a18Then seven cows came up out of the river
stood on the bank of the river by the healtland stood there eating the grass. They were
cows. But these cows were thin and sichealthy, good-looking cows9Then | saw
looking. 4The seven sick cows ate the sevtseven more cows come out of the river after
healthy cows. Then Pharaoh woke up. them. But these cows were thin and sick

SPharaoh went back to sleep and beglooking. They were the worst cows | had ever
dreaming again. This time, he dreamed that seen anywhere in Egypt®Then the thin, sick
saw seven heads of grain growing on oicows ate the first healthy cowa!But they
plant. They were healthy and full of grairstill looked thin and sick. You couldn’t even
6And then he saw seven more heads of gritell they had eaten the healthy cows. They
sprouting. But they were thin and scorched llooked as thin and sick as they did in the
the hot wind.”The thin heads of grain ate thbeginning. Then | woke up.
seven good heads of grain. Then Phara 22In my next dream | saw seven heads of
woke up again and realized it was only grain growing on one plant. They were
dream.8The next morning Pharaoh wahealthy and full of grain23And then seven
worried about these dreams. So he sent for more heads of grain grew after them. But they
the magicians and wise men of Egypwere thin and scorched by the hot wind.
Pharaoh told these men the dreams, but ni24Then the thin heads of grain ate the seven
of them could interpret the dreams. good heads of grain.
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‘| told these dreams to my magicians. Bt 39So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “God showed
no one could explain the dreams to me. Whthese things to you, so you must be the wisest

do they mean?” man. 40 will put you in charge of my
_ country, and the people will obey all your
Joseph Explains the Dream commands. | will be the only person more

25Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “These tvpowerful than you.”
dreams are about the same thing. God 4% There was a special ceremony and
telling you what will happen soo@Both parade when Pharaoh made Joseph the
dreams really mean the same thing. The sevgovernor, Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I now
good cows and the seven good heads of grmake you governor over all of Egypt?Then
are sevengood years.27And the seven thin, Pharaoh gave his special ring to Joseph. The
sick-looking cows and the seven thin heads royal seal was on this ring. Pharaoh also gave
grain mean that there will be seven years Joseph a fine linen robe and put a gold chain
hunger in this area. These seven bad ye:around his neck!3Pharaoh told Joseph to ride
will come after the seven good yea?8God in the second charigin the parade Special
has shown you what will happen soon. Anguards walked ahead of Joseph's chariot and
God will make these things happen just liketold the people, “Bow down to Joseph.”
told you. 29For seven years there will be S0 Joseph became the governor over all of
plenty of food in Egypt30But then there will EQypt.44Pharaoh said to him, “I am Pharaoh,
be seven years of hunger_ Peop|e in Egythe klng,LSO [ will dO what | Want.to qO But
will forget how much food there had been in0 other person in Egypt can lift a hand or
the past. This famine* will ruin the country.move a foot unless you say he can.

31People will forget what it was like to have_ **Pharaoh gave Joseph another name,
plenty of food. Zaphenath Paneah.* Pharaoh also gave

32Pharaoh, you had two dreams about tJoseph a wife named Asenath. She was the

same thing. Why? God wanted to show ycdaughter of Patiphera, a priest in the city of
that he really will make this happen. And hOn- SO Joseph became the governor over the
will make it happen soor#3So Pharaoh, you wh4%Ie country of Egypt.

should choose a wise, intelligent man and p_**Joseph was 30 years old when he began
him in charge of Egypt4Then you should S€rving the king of Egypt. Joseph traveled
choose other men to collect food from ththroughout the country of EgypDuring the
people. During the seven good years, ttS€VeN goofs years, the crops in Egypt grew
people must give them one fifth of all the fooVerY Well. %And Joseph saved the food in
they grow.35In this way, these men will EQYPt during those seven years. Joseph storec
collect lots of food during the seven goo € food in the cities. In every city, Joseph
years and store it in the cities until it isstored grain that grew in the fields around the

needed. In this way, Pharaoh, this food will I~ #J0seph stored very much grain. It was
under your control36Then during the seven“ke the sands of the sea. He stored so much

ears of hunger, there will be food for th8ain that it could not be measured.
Zountry of Egypt. And Egypt will not be , ~J0SepN's wife was Asenath. She was the
destroyed by the famine.” daughter of Potiphera, the priest in the city of

: : : On. Before the first year of hunger came
3TThis seemed like a very good idea t . '
Pharaoh, and all his officials agreeiThen J0SePh and As%n%tlh had tV\r/]o*chﬁﬁhehﬁrst
Pharaoh told them, “I don't think we can findﬁpn tvr\]/asbname ) anaise ’ “gstép ndamec
anyone better than Joseph to take this jo"™M IS DeCAUSe Joseph Said, “-0d made me
God's Spirit is in him making him very wise!”
Zaphenath Paneah This Egyptian name probably means
“sustainer of life,” but it is like Hebrew words meaning “a

famine A time when there is no rain and no crops can grov  person who explains secret things.”
People and animals often die from lack of food and water. Manasseh This is like the Hebrew word meaning “to forget.”
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forget all of the troubles | have had, an 6Joseph was the governor of Egypt at the
everything about my home32Joseph namedtime. And Joseph was the man who checked
the second son Ephraim.* Joseph gave hthe sale of grain to people who came to Egypt.
this name because Joseph said, “I had grSo, Joseph's brothers came to him and bowed
troubles, but God has made me successfulbefore him.7Joseph saw his brothers. Joseph

everything.” recognized them, but he acted like he didn't
know them. He was rude when he spoke to
The Time of Hunger Begins them. He said, “Where do you come from?”

53For seven years, people had all the for  The brothers answered, “We come from
they needed. But then those years endthe land of Canaan. We have come here to
54And the seven years of hunger began, jibuy food.”

like Joseph had said. No food grew anywhe 8Joseph knew that these men were his
in any of the countries in that area. But ibrothers. But they did not know who he was.

Egypt, people had plenty to eat! Why°And Joseph remembered the dreams that he

Because Joseph had stored the gréffihe had dreamed about his brothers.
time of hunger began, and the people cried : .
Pharaoh for food. Pharaoh said to tr _3056P CallsHis Brothers Spies
Egyptian people, “Go ask Joseph what to do  Joseph said to his brothers, “You have not
S6There was famine* everywhere, s‘COI“e to bhuy food! You arE spies. You came
Joseph gave the people grain from ttt0leamwhere we are weak.”
warehouses. Joseph sold the stored grain ' But the brothers said to him, “No, sir! We
the people of Egypt. The famine was bad COME as your servants. We have come only to

' 11We are all brothers—we all have
Egypt.57But the famine was bad everywherebuy food
So people from the countries around Egythe same father. We are honest men. We have

: come only to buy food.”
had to come to Egypt to buy grain. 12Then Joseph said to them, “No! You have
The D Come T come to learn where we are weak.”
e reams ome T1Le 13And the brothers said, “No! We are all

- .
42LThe famine* was also bad in Canqarbrothers. There are twelve brothers in our

i I?uéJa\;:ob {famg‘i thh"’.‘t there W\?\/Shgr°family. We all have the same father. Our

N EJYpL S0 Jacob said 10 NiS SONS, WY 8,6 nqest brother is still at home with our

we sitting here doing nothing? heard there oo™ And the other brother died a long time
Is grain in Eqypt for sale. So let's go there 1354 "\we are fike servants before you. We are
buy grain. Then we can live instead of juitom the land of Canaan.”

letting ourselves die"” 14But Joseph said to them, “No! | can see |
330 ten of Joseph’s brothers went ©0 EQYar yight, You are spiesSBut | will let you

to buy grain4Jacob did not send Benjaminyrove that you are telling the truth. In the name

(Benjamin was Joseph's only full brother.* ot pparaoh, | swear that | won't let you go unti

Jacob was afraid that something bad migyoyr youngest brother comes het@l let one

happen to Benjamin. , of you go back and bring your youngest
SThe famine was very bad in Canaan, ‘prother here to me while the others will stay

there were many people from Canaan Wihere in prison. We will see if you are telling the

went to Egypt to buy grain. Among them weitryth, But | believe you are spiest’Then

the sons of Israel. Joseph put them all in prison for three days.
Ephraim  This is like the Hebrew word meaning “twice Simeon Kept as a Hostage
fruitful.” 18After three days, Joseph said to them, “I

famine A time when there is no rain and no crops can g% m a God-fearing man! Do this. and | will let
People and animals often die from lack of food and water. ' !

full brother  Literally, “brother.” Joseph and Benjamin had theyOU live. 19If you are rea”y honest m(_an, then
same mother. one of your brothers can stay here in prison.
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And the others can go and carry grain back and we told him about our youngest brother
your people20But then you must bring yourwho was still at home in Canaan.
youngest brother back here to me. Then | w  33Then the governor of that country said
know that you are telling the truth and yothis to us, ‘Here is a way to prove that you are
won't have to die.” honest men: Leave one of your brothers here
The brothers agreed to th&They said to with me. Take your grain back to your
each other, “We are being punished for tffamilies. 34Then bring your youngest brother
bad thing we did to our younger brotheto me. Then | will know if you are honest
Joseph. We saw the trouble he was in. tmen, or if you were sent from an army to
begged us to save him. But we refused destroy us. If you are telling the truth, I will
listen. So now we are in trouble.” give your brother back to you. | will give him
22Then Reuben said to them, “I told yotto you, and you will be free to buy grain in
not to do anything bad to that boy. But yoour country.”
refused to listen to me. So now we are beil - 35Then the brothers started taking the grain
punished for his death.” out of their sacks. And every brother found
~23Joseph was using an interpreter to talk his hag of money in his sack of grain. The
his brothers. So the brothers did not know thprothers and their father saw the money and
Joseph understood their language. But Joséthey were scared.
heard and understood everything they sai 36jacob said to them, “Do you want me to
24 Their words made Joseph very $a80 |gse all of my children? Joseph is gone.

Joseph left them and cried. After a short timgjmeon is gone. And now you want to take
Joseph went back to them. He took SimeOBenjamin away too!”

one of the brothers, and tied him while th 378t Reuben said to his father. “Father
other brothers watched®Joseph told some oy may kill my two sons if | don't bring

brothers gave Joseph the money for this grageniamin back to you.”

But Joseph didn’t keep the money. He putth 3ggt jacob said, “I will not let Benjamin

moneyhin thﬁ.ir baghs of gralin. Theanosrc]apgo with you. His brother is dead, and he is the
gavg t ﬂ? things they would need for the oy son left from my wife Rachel. It would
trip back home. kill me if anything happened to him during

2650 the brothers put the grain on the :
donkeys and left2’That night the brothers gﬁ:\}gf);c\:ei?)égtd \g?éj r;vgﬁll,g send me to the

stopped at a place to spend the night. One
the brothers opened his sack to get some gr Jacob Lets Benjamin go to Egypt

for his donkey. And there in the sack, he sg - -
his money!28He said to the other brothers4 Thha? ggnuemcr); ?Tut?g%re\g&sé \;%ya?la?hén

“ o] . , ST
SLc?r?]ke' Oﬂgr%l'ft tt?]% rrr:]oonnegyl Eg(':?( f%r m; %g’gﬂgram they had brought from Egypt. Wherl that
The brothers were very scared. They said grain was gone, Jacob said to.h|s sons, "GO t”o
one another, “What is God doing to us?” Egypt and buy some more grain for us to eat.
’ 3But Judah said to Jacob, “But the governor
The Brothers Report to Jacob of that country warned us. He said, ‘If you

29The brothers went back to their fathedon’t bring your brother back to me, then | will

Jacob in the land of Canaan. They told Jac €fUSe to talk to you®f you will send

about everything that had happen&hey Eenjam'inSVE\;/it?'fus, the? wetcan gdoBdov_vn and
said, “The governor of that country spok ouY 9rain bt Ifyou reiuse to send senjamin,

rudely to us. He thought that we were spie €N We will not go. That man warned us to not
31But we told him that we weren't spies, wiCOMe back without him.

were honest mer$2We told him that we were

twelve brothers. We told him about our fathe grave Literally, “Sheol,” the place for people after death.
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6lsrael(Jacob)said, “Why did you tell him  18The brothers were scared when they were
you had another brother? Why did you ctaken to Joseph’s house. They said, “We have
such a bad thing to me?” been brought here because of the money that
The brothers answered, “That man askwas put back in our sacks the last time. They
lots of questions. He wanted to know all abowill use that as proof against us. And they
us and about our family. He asked us, ‘Is yowill steal our donkeys and make us slaves.”
father still alive? Do you have another brothi  19So the brothers went to the servant in
at home? We only answered his questiorcharge of Joseph’s hous€They said, “Sir, |
We didn’t know he would ask us to bring oLpromise this is the truth: The last time we
brother to him!” came, we came to buy fooét-220n the way
8Then Judah said to his father Israel, “Lihome, we opened our sacks and found our
Benjamin go with me. | will take care of himmoney in every sack. We don't know how it
We have to go to Egypt to get food. If wgot there. But we brought that money with us
don't go, then we will all die, including ourto give it back to you. And we have brought
children.9l will make sure he is safe. | will bemore money to pay for the food that we want
responsible for him. If | don't bring him backto buy this time.”
to you, then you can blame me forevéif ~ 23But the servant answered, “Don't be
you had let us go before, we could alreacafraid; believe me. Your God, the God of
have made two trips for food.” your father, must have put the money in your
UThen their father Israel said, “If it is reallysack as a gift. | remember that you paid me
true, then take Benjamin with you. But takfor the grain the last time.”
some gifts to the governor. Take some of ti  Then the servant brought Simeon out of the
things we have been able to gather in our laiprison. 24The servant led the men into
Take him some honey, pistachio nut:Joseph’s house. He gave them water. And
almonds, gum, and myrrh¥Take twice as they washed their feet. Then he gave their
much money with you this time. Take thdonkeys food to eat.
money that was given back to you after y¢ 25The brothers heard that they were going
paid last time. Maybe the governor madeto eat with Joseph. So they worked until noon
mistake.13Take Benjamin, and go back to thpreparing their gifts for him.
man.14 pray that God All-Powerful will help  26Joseph came home, and the brothers gave
you when you stand before the governor.him the gifts that they had brought with them.
pray that he will let Benjamin, and alsThen they bowed down on the ground in front
Simeon, come back safely. If not, | will agai of him.
be sad from losing my son.” 21Joseph asked them how they were doing.
1550 the brothers took the gifts to give tJoseph said, “How is your elderly father you
the governor. And the brothers took twice itold me about. Is he still alive and well?”
much money with them as they took the fir 28The brothers answered, “Yes sir, our
time. This time, Benjamin went with thefather is still alive.” And they again bowed
brothers to Egypt. before Joseph.

The Brothers At Joseph's House Joseph Sees His Brother Benjamin

16ln Egypt, Joseph saw Benjamin witl 29Then Joseph saw his brother, Benjamin.
them. Joseph said to his servant, “Bring tho(Benjamin and Joseph had the same mother.)
men into my house. Kill an animal and cocJoseph said, “Is this your youngest brother
it. Those men will eat with me at noon today that you told me about?” Then Joseph said to
17The servant did as he was told. He broucBenjamin, “God bless you, my son!”
the men into Joseph’s house. 30Then Joseph ran from the room. Joseph

wanted very much to show his brother

gum and myrrh - The sap from certain plants. This was used tge_n]amm that _he loved hlm- He felt like

make expensive perfumes and incense. crying, but he didn’t want his brothers to see



51 GENESIS 43:31-44:23

him crying. So Joseph ran to his room an 10The servant said, “We will do as you say.
cried there31Then Joseph washed his fac,But | will not kill the man, If | find the silver
and came out. He took control of himself ancup, then that man will be my slave. The
said, “Now it is time to eat.” others will be free.”

32The servants seated Joseph at a table o
himself. His brothers were at another table t ~ The Trap Is Sprung; Benjamin Is Caught
themselves. And the Egyptians were at tat  11Then every brother quickly opened his
by themselves. The Egyptians believed thatsack on the ground:The servant started
was wrong for them to eat with Hebrewslooking in the sacks. He started with the oldest
33Joseph’s brothers sat at a table in front brother and ended with the youngest. He
him. The brothers were sitting in order, frorfound the cup in Benjamin’s sackThe
the oldest brother to the youngest. All th brothers were very sad. They tore thelr_ clothes
brothers kept looking at each other® show their sadness. They put their sacks
wondering what was happenindServants back on the donkeys and went back to the city.
were taking food from Joseph’s table an_ **Judah and his brothers went back to
bringing it to them. But the servants gaWJoseph s house. Joseph was still there. The
Benjamin five times more than the others, TtProthers fell5to the ground and bowed down
brothers continued to eat and drink there wiPefore him1\Joseph said to them, “Why have

Joseph until they were almost drunk you done this? Didn't you know that | have a
' special way of learning secrets. No person can

Joseph Sets a Trap do this better than me!”

Then Joseph gave a command to h 16Judah said, “Sir, there is nothing we can
4 ervant. Joseph said, “Fill the men' S&Y! There is no way to explain. There is no

sacks with as much grain as they can carV& 0 show that we are not guilty. God has
And put each man's nﬁoney into hi)é sack WiIJudged us guilty for something else we did. So

the grain2Put the youngest brother's money 2l 1%3? J%\é%n hB ggligrr]“lln{/v\il\llllng(ta %Z%Sl%\ﬁe;l
hishsack tlc()g.SButthaIso put rtnybspet(:jie}]I siIverr] %Uslaves! Only I[;he man who stole the gup will
in his sack.” So the servant obeyed Joseph. -

3Early the next morning, thg brotherFs), anggurrnétﬂ:rv o You others can go in peace to
their donkeys were sent back to their countr '
4After they had left the city, Joseph said to h Judah Pleads for Benjamin

servant, “Go and follow the men. Stop thel  187hen Judah went to Joseph and said, “Sir,
and say to them, "We were good {0 you! Syjeage et me speak plainly with you. Please
why have you been bad to us? Why did ycgon't he angry with me. I know that you are
steal my master's silver cufMy master |ike pharaoh himselfi9When we were here
drinks from that cup and he uses it to leaipefore, you asked us, ‘Do you have a father or
secret things. What you did was wrong!™ 3 brother?'20And we answered you, ‘We
6So the servant obeyed. He rode out t0 thaye a father—he is an old man. And we have
brothers and stopped them. The servant sig young brother. Our father loves that son
the things to them that Joseph told him to sapecause he was born while our father was old.
7But the brothers said to the servant, “WhaAnd that young son’s brother is dead. So this
does the governor say these things? Vis the only son that is left born from that
wouldn't do anything like that8We brought mother. Our father loves him very much.’
back the money that we found in our sacl21Then you said to us, ‘Then bring that
before. So surely we wouldn't steal silver cbrother to me. | want to see hin?2And we
gold from your master’s hous@f you find said to you, ‘That young boy can’t come. He
that silver cup in any of our sacks, then lican't leave his father. If his father loses him,
that man die. You can kill him, and we will bethen his father would be so sad that he would
your slaves.” die.” 23But you said to us, ‘You must bring
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your youngest brother or | will not sell yotyour life. 6This terrible time of hunger has
grain again.?4So we went back to our fathe continued for two years now. And there will
and told him what you said. be five more years without planting or
2% ater, our father said, ‘Go back and buharvest.’So God sent me here ahead of you
us some more food?6And we said to our so that | can save your people in this country.
father, ‘We can’t go without our youngess|t wasn't your fault that | was sent here. It
brother. The governor said he will not sell twas God's plan. God made me like a father to
grain again until he sees our younge Pharaoh. | am the governor over all his house
brother.’27Then my father said to us, ‘Yotand over all of Egypt.”
know that my wife Rachel gave me two son
28| |et one son go away, and he was killed by Israel Invited to Egypt
wild animal. And | haven’t seen him since Qjoseph said, “Hurry up and go to my
29f you take my other son away from me, arfather. Tell him his son Joseph sent this
something happens to him, then | will be Simessage.”
enough to die.30Now, imagine what will
happen when we go home without or God made me the governor of Egypt. So
youngest brother—that boy is the mo: come here to me. Don’t wait. Come
important thing in our father’s life320ur ~ now.10You can live near me in the land
father will die if he sees that the boy isn't wit 0f Goshen. You, your children, your
us—and it will be our fault! We will send our grandchildren, and all of your animals
father to his grave a very sad man! are welcome herdll will take care of
32| took responsibility for the young boy. | you during the next five years of hunger.
told my father, ‘If | don't bring him back to  So you and your family will not lose
you, then you can blame me all my lif83S0  everything you own.
now | beg you, please let the boy go back wi
his brothers. And | will stay and be your slaw:
34 can't go back to my father if the boy is nc
with me. | am very afraid of what woulc
happen to my father.”

12Joseph told his brothers, “Surely you can
see that | really am Joseph. Even my brother
Benjamin knows it is me, your brother,
talking to you.13So tell my father about the
honor | have received here in Egypt. Tell him
Joseph Tells Who He Is about everything you have seen here. Now

Joseph could not control himself an MUY 90 bring my father back to mé-fThen
onger. He cried in front of all theJ0Seph hugged his brother Benjamin, and they

eople who were there. Joseph said, “T¢Poth began cryingtSThen Joseph kissed all
Ever‘;onév to Igi'/;we here.” So all tl%e pegme |E(his brothers and cried on them. After this, the

Only the brothers were left with Joseph. Thebrothers began talking with him. -
Joseph told them who he wa&loseph ‘SPharaoh learned that Joseph's brothers

continued to cry, and all the Egyptian peophad come to him. This news spread all through
in Pharaoh’s house heard ¥loseph said to Pharaoh’s house. Pharaoh and his servants
his brothers, “I am your brother Joseph. Is nwere very excited!/Pharaoh told Joseph,
father doing well?” But the brothers did nc"Tell your brothers to take all the food they
answer him. They were confused and scarecneed and go back to the land of Canagrell
4S0 Joseph said to his brothers agaithem to bring your father and their families
“Come here to me. | beg you, come here.” thack here to me. | will give you the best land
the brothers went close to Joseph. And Josein Egypt to live on. And your family can eat
said to them, “I am your brother Joseph. | athe best food we have herel®Then the
the one you sold as a slave to Egytow, Pharaoh said, “Also give your brothers some
don't be worried. Don't be angry withof our best wagons. Tell them to go to Canaan
yourselves for what you did. It was God'and bring your father and all the women and
plan for me to come here. | am here to sachildren back in the wagongon't worry
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about bringing all of their belongings. We ca Israel Goes to Egypt

give them the best of Egypt.” 5Then Jacob left Beersheba and traveled to
2150 the sons of Israel did this. Joseph gaggypt. His sons, the sons of Israel, brought
them good wagons like the Pharaoh hétheir father, their wives, and all their children
promised. And Joseph gave them enough fotg Egypt. They traveled in the wagons the
for their trip. 22Joseph gave each brother pparaoh had serfiThey also had their cattle
suit of beautiful clothes. But Joseph gavang all the things that they owned in the land
Benjamin five suits of beautiful clothes. Aty canaan, So Israel went to Egypt with all
Joseph also gave Benjamin 300 pieces pjs chilgren and his family?With him were
silver. 23Joseph also sent gifts to his fathe i sons and his grandsons, his daughters anc

He sent ten donkeys with bags full of many,; : :
good things from Egypt. And he sent tewi?hghri??ndtgugg@tgtr.s. All-of his family went

female donkeys full of grain, bread, and oth
food for his father on his trip back4Then Jacob's Family

Joseph told his brothers to go. And while the g0 are the names of Israel’s* sons and
were leaving, Joseph said to them, “G

straight home. And don't fight on the way.” family that wentino Egypt with him:

Reuben was Jacob’s first sctReuben'’s
2550 the brothers left Egypt and went t :
their father in the land of Canaa?6The sons were Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi.

. ... 10Simeon’s sons were Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad
rothers told him, “Father his st ’ ’ ’
el And b i e go%tar(re]c;r v the wholJakin, and Zohar. There was aiso Shaul.
country of Egypt.” (ST?UI was born from a Canaanite woman.)
Their father did not know what to think. At M Levi's sons were Gershon, Kohath, and
first he didn't believe them?27But then they (irzan. ,
told him everything Joseph had said. An,_ -2Judah’s sons were Er, Onan, Shelah,
Jacob saw the wagons Joseph had sent for t €162, and Zerah. (Er and Onan died while
to bring him back to Egypt. Then JacolStill in Canaan.) Perez’s sons were Hezron

became excited and very, very hap@israel and Hamul.
said, “Now | believe yolil. Myysonpﬁzlseph ic 13ssachar's sons were Tola, Puah, Job, and

still alive! | am going to see him before | diet” Shimron.
going 14Zebulun’s sons were Sered, Elon, and
God Assures Israel Jahleel.

4 So Israel began his trip to Egypt. Fire °Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar,
Israel went to Beersheba. There, |Sraand Zebulun were Jacob’s sons from his wife

worshiped God, the God of his father IsaaLeah. Leah had those sons in Paddan Aram.

He offered sacrifices 2During the night, God She also had a daughter named, Dinah. There
spoke to Israel in a dream. God said, “Jaccwere 33 people in this family. _
Jacob.” 16Gad’s sons were Zephon, Haggi, Shuni,
And Israel answered, “Here | am.” Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli.
3Then God said, “I am God, the God o 17Asher’s sons were Imnah, Ishvah, Isvi,
your father. Don’t be afraid to go to Egypt. IiBeriah, and their sister, Serah. Also there
Egypt | will make you a great natiofi. will  were Beriah's sons, Heber and Malkiel.
go to Egypt with you. And | will bring you 18All those were Jacob’s sons from his
out of Egypt again. You will die in Egypt, butwife’s servant, Zilpah. (Zilpah was the maid
Joseph will be with you. His own hands wilthat Laban had given to his daughter Leah.)
close your eyes when you die.” There were 16 people in this family.

sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usually it was a special animal thailsrael Another name for Jacob. This name means “he fights for
was killed and burned on an altar. God" or “he fights with God.”
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19Benjamin was also with Jacob. Benjamiof shepherds. They have always kept sheep
was Jacob and Rachel's son. (Joseph was «and cattle. They have brought all their animals
Rachel’s son,but Joseph was already i1and everything they own with then$3When
Egypt.) Pharaoh calls you, he will ask, ‘What work do

20In Egypt, Joseph had two sons, Manass)you do?’34You tell him, ‘We are shepherds.
and Ephraim. (Joseph’s wife was Asenat/All our lives we have been shepherds. And our
the daughter of Potiphera, the priest in ttancestors* were shepherds before us.’ Then
city of On.) Pharaoh will allow you to live in the land of

21Benjamin’s sons were Bela, BekerGoshen. Egyptian people don't like shepherds,
Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppirso it is better that you stay in Goshen.”
Huppim, and Ard. ,

22Those were the sons of Jacob from k Israel Settles in Goshen

wife Rachel. There were 14 people in th Joseph went in to Pharaoh and said,
family. “My father and my brothers and all

23Dan’s son was Hushim. their families are here. They have all their

24Naphtali's sons were Jahziel, Guni, Jez¢@nimals and everything they own from the
and Shillem. land of Canaan with them. They are now in

25Those were the sons of Jacob and Bilhzthe land of GoshenZJoseph chose five of his
(Bilhah was the maid that Laban had given Prothers to be with him before the Pharaoh.
his daughter Rachel.) There were sevi , *Pharaoh said to the brothers, "What work
people in this family. 0 you do? . i

26The total number of Jacob’s direc The brothers said to Pharaoh, “Sir, we are
descendants* that went with him to Egypt weShepherds. And our ancestors* were shepherds
66 people. (The wives of Jacob’s sons webefore us."They said to Pharaoh, “The time
not counted in this numberZJAlso, there of hunger is very bad in Canaan. There are no

were the two sons of Joseph. They had pelields left with grass for our animals. So we
born in Egypt. So there was a total of 7have come to live in this land. We ask you to

- , o please let us live in Goshen.”
people in Jacob’s family in Egypt SThen Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Your father
Israel Arrives in Egypt and your brothers have come to yé¥ou

28Jacob sent Judah ahead to speak to Jostan choose any place in Egypt for them to

- - live. Give your father and your brothers the
first, Judah went to Joseph i the |and best land. Let them live in the land of Goshen.

Goshen. Then Jacob and his people follow : -
. . And if they are skilled shepherds, then they
into that land?2Joseph learned that his fathe can also care for my cattle.”

was coming. S0 Joseph prepared his chal "Then Joseph called his father Jacob to

and went out to meet Israel, his father :

e ' come in to meet Pharaoh. Jacob blessed
Goshen. When Joseph saw his father, pparaqhaand Pharaoh said to him, “How old
hugged his neck and cried for a long time. ., you?”
d 30Then 'Sr"ﬁl said to Josepfh, NOV(‘; : Ifa 9Jacob said to Pharaoh, “I have had a short
Ae In peace. _”a\l/_e S€en your face and [ KNlia with many troubles. | have lived only 130
that you are stil aiive. years. My father and his ancestors* lived to

31Joseph said to his brothers and to the r'ye much older than | am.”

of his father's family, “I will go and tell ““10jac0 plessed Pharaoh. Then Jacob left
Pharaoh that you are here. | will say tyom his meeting with Pharaoh.
Pharaoh, "My brothers and the rest of ™ 1135seph did what Pharaoh said and gave

father's family have left the land of Canaanjs father and brothers land in Eavot. It
and have come here to néThey are a family and in Egypt. t was

ancestors Literally, “fathers.” This means a person’s parents,
descendants A person’s children and their future families. grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
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the best land in Egyptin the eastern part of four-fifths for yourselves. You can use the
the countryin the land of Ramese¥2Joseph seed you keep for food and planting the next
also gave his father, his brothers, and all theyear. Now you can feed your families and

people the food that they needed. your children.”
25The people said, “You have saved our
Joseph Buys Land for Pharaoh lives. We are happy to be slaves to Pharaoh.”

13The time of hunger became worse. The  26So Joseph made a law at that time in the
was no food anywhere in the land. Egypt arland. And that law still continues today. The
Canaan became very poor because of this tlaw says that one fifth of everything from the
time. 14People in the land bought more anland belongs to the Pharaoh. The Pharaoh
more grain. Joseph saved the money aowns all the land. The only land he doesn't
brought it to Pharaoh’s houstPAfter some own is the land of the priests.
time, the people in Egypt and Canaan had
money left. They had spent all their money i “Don’t Bury Me in Egypt”
buy grain. So the people of Egypt went t - 27lsrael (Jacob)stayed in Egypt. He lived
Joseph and said, “Please give us food. Cin the land of Goshen. His family grew and
money is gone. If we don't eat, we will diehecame very large. They got that land in
while you are watching.” _ Egypt and did very well.

16But Joseph answered, “Give me yoL 28Jacob lived in Egypt 17 years. So Jacob
cattle, and | will give you food.7So the was 147 years ol®9The time came when
people used their cattle and horses and all thisrael(Jacob)knew he would soon die, so he
other animals to buy food. And that yeaicalled his son Joseph to him. He said, “If you
Joseph gave them food and took their animaljoye me, then put your hand under my leg and

18But the next year, people had no animamake a promise.* Promise that you will do
and nothing to buy food with. So the peoplyhat | say and that you will be truthful with
went to Joseph and said, “You know that Wme \When | die, don't bury me in Egypt.
have no money left. And all our animal:ayry me in the place where my ancestors*
belong to you. So we have nothing left—onlare hyried. Carry me out of Egypt and bury
what you see—our bodies and our lanme in our family grave.”
t*Surely we wil die while you are watching. joseph answered, I promise that | will do
But if you give us food, then we will give nat you say.”
Pharaoh our land, and we will be his slave " siThen Jacob said, “Make a vow to me.”

Give us seed so that we can plant. Then \ang Joseph vowed to him that he would do
will live and not die. And the land will grow inis Then Israe(Jacob)laid his head back
food for us again.” down on the bed.*

20S0 Joseph bought all the land in Egypt ft '
Pharaoh. All the people in Egypt sold Jose}  Blessings for Manasseh and Ephraim

their fields. They did this because they wel Some time later, Joseph leamed that
very hungry.21And all the people became4 is father was \;ery sick. So Joseph

SL%V?: ﬁérggiﬁggﬁ’fg%vgh%r%r:ln Eﬁé’ptook his two sons Manasseh and Ephraim and
peope were Y 'and \vent to his father2When Joseph arrived,
Joseph didn’t buy was the land that the pries
owned. The anStS didn't need to sell theputyour hand ... make a promise This showed that this was
lSag(tjhté?/Cl?geSg tilt?sa:ﬁgr?e?/a}[g éﬂ)e/npogodr EQ%;;NO a very important promise and that Jacob trusted Joseph to
! . keep his promise.

23Joseph said to the people, “Now | havancestors Literally, “fathers.” This means a person's parents,
bought you and your land for Pharaoh. So grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.

; ; Then Israel ... on the bed Or, “Then Israel worshiped on the
}l}/l|||dgl\£(sz0hU seed, .and you can pla.mt yo head of this staff.” The Hebrew word for “staff” is like the
lelds. 2#At harvest time, you must give one word for “bed.” And the word for “worship” also means to

fifth of your crops to Pharaoh. You can kee  “bow down” or “lie down.”
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someone told Israel, “Your son Joseph h  “My ancestors,* Abraham and Isaac,

come to see you.” Israel was very weak, b worshiped our God.

he tried hard and sat up in his bed. And that God has led me all of my life.
3Then Israel said to Joseph, “God All 16 He was the Angel who saved me

Powerful appeared to me at Luz in the land from all my troubles.

Canaan. God blessed me thei@od said to
me, ‘I will make you a great family. | will
give you many children and you will be
great people. Your family will own this lanc

And | pray that he will bless these boys.
Now these boys will have my name
and the name of our ancestors,

forever.’5And now you have two sons. Thes Abraham and Isaac.
two sons were bomn here in the country | pray that they will grow to become
Egypt before | came. Your two sons Ephrai great families and nations on earth.

and Manasseh will be like my own sons. The

will be the same as Reuben and Simeon to r .- R
650 these two boys will be my sons. TheyWhand on Ephraim’s head. This didn’'t make

share in everything | own. But if you hayJ0seph happy. Joseph took his fat_he’r’s hand.
other sons, they will be your sons. But theHe wanted to move it from Ephraim’s head
will also be like sons to Ephraim an@nd put it on Manasseh’s headJoseph said
Manasseh—that is, in the future, they wito his father, “You have your right hand on
share in everything that Ephraim anthe wrong boy. Manasseh is the firstborn. Put
Manasseh own/On the trip from Paddanyour right hand on him!”
Aram, Rachel died. This made me very sa 19But his father argued and said, “I know,
She died in the land of Canaan. We were sson. | know. Manasseh is the firstborn. And he
traveling toward Ephrath. | buried her there (il be great. He will also be the father of
th% road to Ephrath. (Ephrath is Bethlehem.) many people. But the younger brother will be
Then Israel saw Joseph's sons. Isael Séq o ater than the older brother. And the

“Who are these boys?” younger brother’s family will be much larger.”

9Joseph said to his father, “These are r .
sons. These are the boys God gave me.” 20So Israel blessed them that day. He said,

Israel said, “Bring your sons to me. I wil  “The people of Israel will use your names

bless them.” _ whenever they bless someone.
10srael was old and his eyes were not goc They will say

So Joseph brought the boys close to his fatr ‘ -
Israel kissed and hugged the boyslhen Ma%/ ?]?;r;ngﬁz ﬁ;nlgléieh ;
Israel said to Joseph, “I never thought | wou P '
see your face again. But look! God has letr In this way, Israel made Ephraim greater
see you and your children.” than Manasseh.

12Then Joseph took the boys off of Israel  21Then |srael said to Joseph, “Look, my
lap anlg they bowed down in front of hisime 14 ie is almost here. But God will still be
father. Joseprr]] putrI]E_pr;ra]}lm_on his r'ghths'dwith you. He will lead you back to the land of
and Manasseh on his left side. (So Ep rayour ancestors*? have given you something

was on Israel’s left side, and Manasseh was . : :
Israel’s right side.J4But Israel crossed histhat | did not give your brothers. | give you the

hands and put his right hand on the head Mountain that | won from the Amorite people.
the younger boy Ephraim. Then Israel put bl used my sword and bow to fight for that
left hand on the head of the older bomountain. And I won.”

Manasseh. He had his left hanpl on Manass

even thOUgh Manasseh was_ firstbokpAnd ancestors Literally, “fathers.” This means a person’s parents,
Israel blessed Joseph and said, grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.

17Joseph saw that his father put his right
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Jacob Blesses His Sons Men from Judah's family will be kings.
4 Then Jacob called all his sons to hin The sign that his family rules

[y
o

He said, “All my sons, come here tc will not leave his family,
me. | will tell you what will happen in the before the real king comes.*
future. Then many people will obey

and serve him.
He ties his donkey to a grapevine.
He ties his young donkey to the best
grapevines.
He uses the best wine to wash his clothes.
2 His eyes are red from drinking wine.
His teeth are white from drinking milk.*"

2 “Come together and listen, sons of Jacob. 11
Listen to Israel, your father.”

Reuben

3 “Reuben, my first son,
you are my first child,
the first proof of my power as a man.
You were the most honored and powerful Zebulun

of all my sons. o
, : 3 “Zebulun will live near the sea.
*  Butyour passion was like a flood His seacoast will be a safe place

you couldn’t control.

[y

-

, , for ships.
Sor%/;l#n\glsl{ Egtn[ﬁg‘(?g‘on His land will continue as far as
You climbed into your father's bed the city of Sidon.
.and slept with one of his wives Issachar

You brought shame to my bed,

to the bed you lay on.” 14 “|ssachar is like a donkey who

has worked too hard.

Simeon and Levi He willAie dovlvn gﬁer carrying
5 “Simeon and Levi are brothers. a heavy load. .
They love to fight with their swords. :Z m” ggg E:: {:ﬁgqg &'gggﬁtgmd-
6 They planned evil things in secret. ; -
My soul wants no part in their plans. Lhen'ﬁ]e will atgree tﬁ carry flleaV)’{ loads.
| will not accept their secret meetings. € will agree to work as a slave.

They killed men when they were angry.

And they hurt animals only for fun. Dan

7 Their anger is a curse. 16 “Dan* will judge his own people,
It is too strong. like the other families of Israel.
They are too cruel when they are mad. 1" Dan will be like a snake
They will not get their own land at the side of the road.
in the land of Jacob. He will be like a dangerous snake
They will be spread throughout Israel.” lying near the path.
That snake bites a horse’s foot,
Judah and the rider falls to the ground.

8 “Judah, your brothers will praise you.
You will defeat your enemies.
Your brothers will bow down to you.
9 Judahis like a lion.

18 “Lord, | am waiting for your salvation.”

before the real king comes Or, “until Shiloh comes” or “until
the man it belongs to comes” or “until his tribute comes.”

My Sonl'you are like a |!0n L Men from Judah ... milk Or, “¥0The ruler's sceptre will not
standlng over the animal it killed. pass from between Judah'’s feet before he gets what is his, that
Judah is like a lion. is, the peoples’ obedienckHis young donkey will be tied to
He lies down to rest, th'e very best grapevines. He will wash his finest clothes in
. wine, the blood of grape&His eyes will be redder than wine,
and no one is brave enough his teeth whiter than milk."

to disturb him. Dan Thisis like the Hebrew word meaning “judge.”



GENESIS 49:19-50:8

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

Gad

“A group of robbers will attack* Gad.
But Gad will chase them away.”

Asher

58

28Those are the twelve families of Israel.
And those are the things their father said to
them. He gave each son a blessing that was
right for him.29Then Israel gave them a
command. He said, “When | die, | want to be

“Asher's land will grow much good food.  with my people. | want to be buried with my

He will have food fit for a king!”

Naphtali
“Naphtali is like a deer running free,

ancestors* in the cave in the field of Ephron
the Hittite. 30That cave is in the field of

Machpelah near Mamre. It is in the land of
Canaan. Abraham bought that field from

and his words like their beautiful babies.” Ephron so that he could have a burying place.

Joseph
“Joseph is very successful.

31Abraham and his wife Sarah are buried in
that cave. Isaac and his wife Rebekah are
buried in that cave. | buried my wife Leah in

Joseph is like a vine covered with fruit, that cave32That cave is in the field that was

like a vine growing by a spring,

like a vine growing along a fence.

Many people turned
and fought against him.

People with arrows became his enemies.

But he won the fight
with his mighty bow
and his skillful arms.
He gets power
from the Mighty One of Jacob,
from the Shepherd,
the Rock of Israel,
from the God of your father.
God blesses you.

“May God All-Powerful bless you
and give you blessings from the sky
above,
and blessings from the deep below.
May he give you blessings
from breast and womb.

bought from the Hittite people33After Jacob
finished talking to his sons, he lay down, put
his feet back on the bed and died.
5 \When Israel died, Joseph was very sad.
e hugged his father and cried on him

and kissed him2Joseph commanded his
servants to prepare his father's body. (These
servants were doctors.) The doctors prepared
Jacob’s body to be buried. They prepared the
body in the special way of the Egyptians.
3When the Egyptians prepared the body in
this special way, they waited 40 days before
they buried the body. Then the Egyptians had
a special time of sadness for Jacob. This time
was 70 days.

4After 70 days, the time of sadness was

finished. So Joseph spoke to the Pharaoh’s
officers. Joseph said, “Please tell this to

Jacob’s Funeral

My parents had many good things happe Pharaoh>'When my father was near death, |

to them.
And I, your father,
was blessed even more.
Your brothers left you with nothing.

But now I pile all my blessings on you, father. Then | will come back here to you.

as high as a mountain.”

Benjamin
“Benjamin is like a hungry wolf.
In the morning he kills and eats.

made a promise to him. | promised that |
would bury him in a cave in the land of
Canaan. This is the cave that he prepared for
himself. So please let me go and bury my

6Pharaoh answered, “Keep your promise.
Go and bury your father.”

’So Joseph went to bury his father. All of
Pharaoh’s officials, Pharaoh’s eldélsaders)
and all the elders of Egypt went with Joseph.

In the evening he shares what is left.” 8All the people in Joseph’s family, his brothers,

A group of robbers will attack The Hebrew words for “group ancestors Literally, “fathers.” This means a person’s parents,
of robbers” and “attack” sound like the name Gad.

grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
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and all the people in his father's family wer That message made Joseph very sad, anc
with him. Only the children and the animalhe cried.18His brothers went to him and

stayed in the land of Goshefit was a very howed down in front of him. They said, “We
large group of people. There was even a groyi| he your servants.”

of soldiers riding chariots and horses. 19Then Joseph said to them, “Don’t be
10They went to Goren Atad,* east of the_, _. -

Jordan River. At this place they had a Ionafra'd' | anzwon_ot Godll have no right to
funeral service for Israel. This funeral servicPunish you,20itis true that you planned to do
continued for seven day&!The people who Something bad to me. But really, God was
lived in Canaan saw the funeral service planning good things. God's plan was to use
Goren Atad. They said, “Those Egyptians ame to save the lives of many people. And that
having a very sad service!” So now that placis what happenedSo don't be afraid. | will
across the Jordan River is named Abitake care of you and your children.” In this

o Joseph said nice things to his brothers,
1250 Jacob’s sons did what their father tol‘m)é’ngEphissgr'otQ;g fetlerllgzog, is brothers

them. tThey carried his body to Ganaan an 2ZJoseph continued to live in Egypt with his

buried it in the cave at Machpelah. This was tr , . )
cave near Mamre in the figld that Abrahanfather's family. Joseph died when he was 110

bought from Ephron the Hittite. Abrahamyears old.23During Joseph’s life, Ephraim
bought that cave to use as a burial plddafter had children and grandchildren. And his son
Joseph buried his father, he and everyone in tManasseh had a son named Makir. Joseph
group with him went back to Egypt. lived to see Makir’s children.

The Brothers Are Still Afraid of Joseph The Death of Joseph

L5After Jacob died, Joseph’s brother 2awhen Joseph was near death, he said to
became worried. They were afraid that Jose p,;q brothers, “My time to die is almost here.

would still be mad at them for what they ha -

T But | know that God will take care of you and
dqne years before. They sald, _Maybe JOS'elead ou out of this country. God v{ill lead
still hates us for what we did.16So the y Y.

_ Isaac, and Jacob.”
Before your father died, he told us to 25Then Joseph asked his people to make a

gg\g%gho?hgtnggar%% Tg pslggds’e Ioerlgljiv o Promise. Joseph said, “Promise me that you

his brothers for the bad things they did to will carry my bones with you when God leads

him." So now Joseph, we beg you, please YOU t0 that new land.

forgive us for the bad things we did to ~ 28Joseph died in Egypt when he was 110
you. We are the servants of God, the years old. Doctors prepared his body for
God of your father. burial and put the body in a coffin in Egypt.

Goren Atad  Or, “Atad’s threshing floor.”
Abel Mizraim  This means “Egyptian time of sadness.”



