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Numbers

Moses Counts the People of Israel 12 from Dan’s family group—Ahiezer son
The Lord spoke to Moses in the Meetin ofAmmishaddai; |
Tent.* This was in the Sinai Desert, It wa *° from Asher's family group—Pagiel son
on the first day of the second month of th of Ocran;

second year after the people of Israel le ** fom Gad's family group—Eliasaph son

: ‘ f Deuel*;
Egypt. The Lord said to Mose&:Count all 0 ! . .
the people of Israel. List the name of eac . fron:)gﬂggQ;qpsfamﬂy group—Ahira son

man with his family and his family group.
3You and Aaron must count all the men ¢ 16All those men are the leaders of their
Israel who are 20 years old or older. (The:families. The people also chose them to be
are the men who serve in the army of Israeleaders of their family groupd’Moses and
List them by their group.#One man from Aaron took these men who had been chosen
each and every family groypill help yoy. © be leaderst8And Moses and Aaron called

This man will be the leader of his family@!! the people of Israel together. Then the
group.5These are the names of the men wipeople were listed by their families and their

: : family groups. All the men who were 20 years
will stand with yoand help yop old or older were listedi®Moses did exactly

from Reuben’s family group—Elizur son what the Lord commanded—Moses counted

of Shedeur; the people while they were in the Sinai desert.
6 from Simeon’s family group—Shelumiel ~_20They counted Reuben’s family group.

son of Zurishaddai: (Reuben was the firstborn* son of Israel.) The
7 from Judah’s family group—Nahshon sornames of all the men who were 20 years old or

of Amminadab: older and able to serve in the army were listed.

8 ) - _ They were listed with their families and family
from Issachar's family group—Nethanel groups.21The total number of men counted

9 frorr? %r;t?ﬂﬁl#’i;;family group—Eliab son frozm Reuben's family group was 46,500.
of Helon: ZThey counted Simeon’s family group.

The names of all the men who were 20 years
old or older and able to serve in the army
were listed. They were listed with their

10 from the descendants of Joseph
from Ephraim’s family group—

Elishama son of Ammihud; families and family groups23The total
from Manasseh’s family group—  number of men counted from Simeon’s
Gamaliel son of Pedahzur; family group was 59,300.
11 from Benjamin’s family group—Abidan  24They counted Gad's family group. The
son of Gideoni; names of all the men who were 20 years old

Meeting Tent The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people ¢
Israel went to meet with God. Deuel Or, “Reuel.”

group(s) Or, “division(s).” This is a military term that shows firstborn  The first child born into a family. The firstborn son
Israel was organized like an army. was very important in ancient times.



153 NUMBERS 1:25-53

or older and able to serve in the army we 49They counted Asher’s family group. The
listed. They were listed with their families annames of all the men who were 20 years old or
family groups.25The total number of menolder and able to serve in the army were listed.
counted from Gad’s family group was 45,65(They were listed with their families and family
26They counted Judah’s family group. Thgroups.41The total number of men counted
names of all the men who were 20 years old from Asher’s family group was 41,500.
older and able to serve in the army were liste 42They counted Naphtali's family group.
They were listed with their families and familyThe names of all the men who were 20 years
groups.27The total number of men countecold or older and able to serve in the army were
from Judah'’s family group was 74,600. listed. They were listed by name with their
28They counted Issachar’s family group. Thfamilies and family groups#3The total
names of all the men who were 20 years old number of men counted from Naphtali's
older and able to serve in the army were listefamily group was 53,400.
They were listed with their families and family 44Moses, Aaron, and the twelve leaders of
groups.29The total number of men countedsrael counted these men. (There was one
from Issachar's family group was 54,400.  leader from each family group#pThey
30They counted Zebulun’s family group. Thicounted every man who was 20 years old or
names of all the men who were 20 years old older and able to serve in the army. Each man
older and able to serve in the army were listewas listed with his family*6The total number
They were listed with their families and familyof men counted was 603,550 men. -
groups.3:The total number of men counter *’The families from the Levi family group
from Zebulun’s family group was 57,400.  were not counted with the other people of
32They counted Ephraim’s family group Israel.48The Lord had toI.(,JI Moseg¥Don't
(Ephraim was Joseph’s son.) The names of count the men from Levi's family group or
the men who were 20 years old or older aiinclude them with the other people of Israel.
able to serve in the army were listed. The°Tell the men of Levi that they are
were listed with their families and familyrésponsible for the Holy Tent* of the
groups.33The total number of men counteAgreement. They must take care of that tent
from Ephraim’s family group was 40,500, and all the things that are with it. They must
34They counted Manasseh's family grouyCary the Holy Tent and everything in it. They
(Manasseh was also Joseph’s son.) The narmust make their camp around it and take care
of all the men who were 20 years old or old©f It. >!Whenever the Holy Tent is moved, the
and able to serve in the army were listed, ThMen of Levi must do it. Whenever the Holy
were listed with their families and familyJ€nt IS set up, the men of Levi must do it,
groups.35The total number of men counte 1 ney are the men who will take care of the
from Manasseh’s family group was 32,200 HOly Tent. If any person who is not from
36They counted Benjamin's family group Levi's family group tries to take care of the
The names of all the men who were 20 ye €Nt e must be killed2The people of Israel
old or older and able to serve in the armVill make their camps in separate groups.”
were listed. They were listed with thej E&ch person should camp near his family flag.
families and family groups3’The total 53But the men of Levi must make their camp

-~ around the Holy Tent. The men of Levi will
Paumr?l)t;%rroouqu/]vzg gg li%ed from Benjamin guard the Holy Tent of the Agreemerithey

38They counted Dan’s family group. Th(will protect the Holy Tentso that nothing bad

names of all the men who were 20 years ¢ Vil Nappen to the people of Israel.

or older and able to serve in the army we

listed. They were listed with their families anHoly Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to live
m his people.

family groups.39The total number of men oo oo b

, . group(s) Or, “division(s).” This is a military term that shows
counted from Dan’s family group was 62,70C" Israel was organized like an army.
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5450 the people of Israel obeyed all thwill be the second group to move when the
things that the Lord commanded Moses.  people travel from place to place.
1™When the people travel, Levi's camp
The Camp Arrangement will move next. The Meeting Tent* will be
The Lord said to Moses and AardtiThe with them between the other camps. The
people of Israel should make their camjpeople will make their camps in the same
around the Meeting Tent.* Each group* wilorder that they move. Each person will be
have its own special flag, and each perswith his family flag. o
will camp near his group’s flag. 18The flag of the camp of Ephraim will be
3The flag of the camp of Judah will be oon the west side. The family groups of Ephraim
the east side, where the sun rises. The peoplWill camp there. The leader of the people of
Judah will camp near its flag. The leader of tEphraim is Elishama son of AmmihudThere
people of Judah is Nahshon son of Amminad@ré 40,500 men in this group.*
4There are 74,600 men in his group.* 20'Manasseh's family group will camp next
Judah’s family group. The leader of th of Manasseh is Gamaliel son of Pedahzur.

people of Issachar is Nethanel son of Zuz21T22?re are 32,200 men in this group.*

6There are 54,400 men in his group.* Benjamin’s famlly group will also camp
7Zebulun’s family group will also campN€Xt t0 Ephraim’s family. The leader of the

next to Judah'’s family group. The leader (people of Benjamin is Abidan son of Gideoni.

< el 23There are 35,400 men in this group.*
the people of Zebulun is Eliab son of Helol ) . ’ . -
8There are 57,400 men in his group.* 24There are 108,100 men in Ephraim’s

%“There is a total of 186.400 men itc@MP- They will be the third family to move

Judah's camp. All these men are divided inwhen the people travel from one place to
their different family groups. Judah will be th‘another.

: 25The flag of Dan’s camp will be on the
first group to move when the people travi : : :
from one place to another, north side. The family groups of Dan will

10-The flag of Reuben's camp will be soutSamP there. The leader of the people of Dan is

. Ahiezer son of Ammishadda?SThere are
of the Holy Tent.* Each group will camp neags 700 men in this group.*
its flag. The leader of the people of Reuben ™ 571pq people from Asher’s family group
Elizur son of ShedeufiThere are 46,500 | camp next to Dan’s family group. The

meg‘"? this group.” . leader of the people of Asher is Pagiel son of
12Simeon’s family group will camp next 0 Qcran 28There are 41,500 men in this group.*

Reuben's family group. The leader of the peoy  2#:Naphtali's family group will also camp

of Simeon is Shelum|e.| SO_n of ZurlShaddanext to Dan’s fam"y group. The |eader of the

L3There are 59,300 men in this group. people of Naphtali is Ahira son of Enan.
¥Gad's family group will also camp nex{3oThere are 53,400 men in this group.*

to the p60p|e Of_ Reqben. The leader of 31"There are 157,600 men in Dan’s camp.

people of Gad is Eliasaph son of Deuel They will be the last family to move when the

15There are 45,650 men in this group. people travel from place to place. Each person
16“There are 151,450 men in all thwill be with his family's flag.”

groups* in Reuben’s camp. Reuben’s can 32So those were the people of Israel. They

were counted by families. The total number of

Meeting Tent The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people olfsraellte. men in the camps, counted by
Israel went to meet with God. groups,* is 603,55(B3Moses obeyed the Lord

gmlulo(s)I or, “divisjonésl)l-(" This is a military term that shows and did not count the Levites with the other
srael was organized like an army.

Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to Iivep e??‘%lg ?f:és[:r)%%lble of Israel did everything the

among his people.
Deuel Or, “Reuel.’ Lord told Moses. Each group camped under
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its own flag. And each person stayed with hpriests. Any other person who tries to come

own family and family group. near the holy things* must be killed.”
11The Lord also said to Mose#&" | told
Aaron’s Family, the Priests you that every family of Israel must give their

3This is the family history of Aaron andfirstbom* son to me—but now | am choosing

Moses at the time the Lord talked to Mos¢t€ Levites to serve me. They will be mine. So
on Mount Sinai. all the other people of Israel will not have to

2Aaron had four sons. Nadab was thgive their firstborn sons to me. -
firstborn* son. Then there were Abihu_ > When you were in Egypt, | killed all the

Eleazar, and IthamaBThese sons were the{i.rStbom* cl?ild”renf ‘t); th]f’ Etgyptianhs_l. dAt thaft
chosen* priests. ime, | took all of the firstborn children o

These sons were given the special work Israel to be mine. All of the firstborn children
: - and all the firstborn animals are minBut
SA%rlka]r&g dtiheed Lgé% gj sr()en?r?(te%usti r':lr?;u?vbh ﬁgd now | am giving your firstborn children back
| . . \
serving the Lord. They used fire that the Long)myt%lé’ fg% l am making the Levites mire.
did not allow when they made an offering t :

o O 14The Lord again talked to Moses in the
the Lord. So Nadab and Abihu died there, ginai desert, The Lord saiéf*Count all the

the Sinai desert. They had no sons, S0 Eleasayijies and family groups in Levi's family

and Ithamar took their place and served tlgyo 0 Count every man or boy that is a month
Lord as priests. This happened while theg|q or older.”16S0 Moses obeyed the Lord. He

father Aaron was still alive. counted them all.
, - 17 evi had three sons. Their names were:
Levites—the Priests’ Helpers Gershon, Kohath, and MeratBEach son was

5The Lord said to Mose$!'Bring all the the leader of several family groups.
men from Levi's family group. Bring them to  The Gershon family groups were: Libni
Aaron the priest. Those men will be Aaron’and Shimei.
helpers./The Levites will help Aaron when he  19The Kohath family groups were: Amram,
serves at the Meeting Tent.* And the Levitelzhar, Hebron, and Uzziel.
will help all the peoplgof Israe| when they ~ 20The Merari family groups were: Mahli
come to worship at the Holy Tent8The and Mushi.
people of Israel should protect all the things ~ Those are the families that belonged to
the Meeting Tent; it is their duty. But theLevi's family group. .
Levites will serve the people of Israel br 2'The families of Libni and Shimei
caring for these things. This will be their wabelonged to the family of Gershon. They were
of worshiping at the Holy Tent, the Gershonite family groupé?There were -
¥Give the Levites to Aaron and his sons/,500 men and boys over one month old in
The Levites were chosen from all the peopthese two family groups:The Gershonite

of Israel to help Aaron and his sons. family groups were told to camp in the west.
10‘Appoint Aaron and his sons to he They made their camp behind the Holy Tent.*

; : 24The leader of the family groups of the
priests. They must do their duty and serve Gershonite people was Eliasaph son of Lael.

25In the Meeting Tent,* the Gershonite people

firstboorn  The first child born into a family. The firstborn $0Nhad the jOb of taking care of the Hon Tent
was very important in ancient times. !

chosen Or, “anointed.” A special oil was poured on their headghe outer tent, and the covering. They also
to show they were chosen by God. took care of the curtain at the entrance of the

Meeting Tent The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people oMeeting Tent 26T hey cared for the curtain in
Israel went to meet with God.

Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to livi
among his people. tries ... holy things  Or, “tries to serve as a priest.”
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the courtyard. And they cared for the curta 38Moses, Aaron, and his sons camped east
at the entrance of the courtyard. Thiof the Holy Tent,* in front of the Meeting
courtyard was around the Holy Tent and ttTent. They were given the work of caring for
altar.* And they cared for the ropes and fcthe Holy Place. They did this for all the
everything that was used with the curtains. people of Israel. Any other person who came
27The families of Amram, Izhar, Hebronnear the Holy Place was to be killed.

and Uzziel, belonged to the family of Kohatt 39The Lord commanded Moses and Aaron
They were the Kohathite family group¥in  to count all the men and boys one month old

this family group there were 8,300* men anor older in Levi's family group. The total
boys a month old or over. The Kohathitnymper was 22,000.

people were given the job of taking care «
the things inthe holy place29The Kohathite  Levites Take the Place of the Firstbom

family groups were given the area to the SOl 40The Lord said to Moses, “Count all the
of the Holy T,o?”t- This was the area Wheffisthom* men and boys in Israel who are at
they camped30The leader of the Kohathit€jeast one month old. Write their names on a
family groups was Elizaphan son of Uzzijig; ‘a1 the past | said that would take all
3tTheir job was to take care of the Holy BOX, e firsthom* men and boys of Israel. But now
the table, the lampstand, the altars, and 1I, the Lord, will take the Levites. | will also

dishes of the Holy Place.” They also cared f‘take the firstborn animals from the Levites

wiﬁhﬁlrj\retilgrtg?nd all the things that Were S\, io2 of taking all the firstborn animals from

.the other people in Israel.”
32The leader over the leaders of the Levi :
people was Eleazar son of Aaron the prie >0 Moses did what the Lord commanded.
Eleazar was in charge of all the people thMoses counted all the firstborn* children of the
took care of the holy things people of Israel3Moses listed all the firstborn
33-3The family groups of Mahli and Mushi Men and boys that were one month old or older.

belonged to the Merari family. There werThere were 22,273 names on that list.
6,200 men and hoys that were one month ¢ *“The Lord also said to Moses?, the
or older in the Mahli family group3sThe Lord, give this command: Take the Levites
leader of the Merari family group was Zurieinstead of all the firstborn* men from the
son of Abihail. This family group was givenother families of Israel. And I will take the
the area to the north of the Holy Tent.* This janimals of the Levites instead _of the ammals
the area where they campe®The people Of the other people. The Levites are mine.
from the Merari family were given the job of46There are 22,000 Levites, but there are
caring for the frames of the Holy Tent. The'22,273 firstborn sons from the other families.
cared for all the braces, posts, bases, aThis leaves 273 more firstborn sons than
everything that was used with the frames of ttLevites.47Using the official measure,* collect
Holy Tent.37They also cared for all the postfive shekels* of silver for each of the 273
in the courtyard around the Holy Tent. Thi:people. (The shekel by the official measure
included all the bases, tent pegs, and ropes. weighs 20 gerahs.*) Collect that silver from
the people of Israek8Give that silver to
altar  Atable or raised area used for offering sacrifices. Aaron and his sons. It is the payment for the

8,300 Some copies of the ancient Greek version have ‘8,30273 people of Israel.”
The Hebrew copies have “8,600.” See Num. 3:22, 28, 34, 3¢
Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to liv
among his people. firstborn  The first child born into a family. The firstborn son
Holy Box Or, “ark of the Covenant,” the box containing the fla  was very important in ancient times.
stones with the Ten Commandments written on them and ot official measure Literally, “holy shekel,” the standard of
things that proved God was with the people of Israel duri  measure used in the tabernacle and the temple.
their time in the Sinai desert. five shekels Or, “2 ounces.”
Holy Place One of the rooms in the Holy Tent. gerah(s) A gerahis 1/50 of an ounce.
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49There were not enough Levites to take tithe lamps.10Then wrap everything in fine

place of 273 men from the other familleather.* Then they must put all these things
groups. So Moses gathered the money fon poles used for carrying them.

those 273 merkOMoses collected the silver 11They must spread a blue cloth over the
from the firstborn* men of the people o'golden altar. They must cover that with fine
Israel. He collected 1,365 shekels* of silveleather.* Then they must put the poles for
using the official measure3Moses obeyed carrying it,in the rings on the altar

the Lord. Moses gave the silver to Aaron ar  12Then they must gather together all the

his sons just like the Lord commanded.  special things that are used for worship in the
: Holy Place.* They must gather them together
The Jobs of the Kohath Family and wrap them in a blue cloth. Then they must

4T“he Lord said to Moses and Aaroncover that with fine leather.* They must put
2‘Count the men in the families of thethese things on a frame for carrying them.
Kohath family group. (The Kohath family 13-They must clean the ashes out of the
group is a part of Levi's family group3Count  hronzg altar and spread a purple cloth over it.
all the men from 30 to 50 years old that Serveiathen they must gather together all the things
in the army. These men will work in theyat are used for worship at the altar. These
Meeting Tent.*#Their job is to take care of 4r¢ the fire pans, forks, shovels, and the
the most holy things in the Meeting Tent.  poyis. They must put these things on the
*When the people of Israel travel 10 a ne! hronzq altar. Then they must spread a
place, then Aaron and his sons must go into {eqyering of fine leather* over the altar. They

Meeting Tent* and take down the curtain ar e
cover the Holy Box of the Agreement* with itl(r)nnutsr:epgltt;r;e poles for carrying it {the rings

6Then they must cover all of this with coverin™ y5:x 005 21 his sons must finish covering

made from fine leather.* Then they mus S *
spread the solid blue cloth over the leather aﬁ!letpn%# ?Jgr%hgﬁgignh;?ﬁ f:r?]lﬁly Izl,j: Z‘O i-rr]haer?d

put the polesin the rings on the Holy Box begin carrying those things. In this way, the
""Then they must spread a blue cloth OV‘willgnot tou%h%he Holy Plagcé and die. i

the holy table. Then they must put the plate 16°Eleazar son of Aaron the priest will be

spoons, bowls, and the jars for drink Oﬁe”ngresponsible for the Holy Tent.* He will be

on the table. Also, put the special bread on t , .
table.8Then you must put a red cloth over a'€SPonsible for the Holy Place* and for
of these things. Then cover everything witeﬁrytw‘r‘gl'n It "tlﬁ will betresp?PSIbl_e for the
: X - 2 oil for the lamp, the sweet-smelling incense,
fine leather.” Then put the polga the fings ' offering,* and the anointing oil*

of the table . :
%Then they must cover the lampstand ar 'The Lord said to Moses and Aarc#Be

cover all the things used to keep the lam destroyed9You must do these things so that

burning and all the jars of oil that are used the Kohathite men can go near the Most Holy

Place* and not die. Aaron and his sons must

firstborn  The first child born into a family. The firstborn son

was very important in ancient times. Holy Place One of the rooms in the Holy Tent.
1,365 shekels Or, “35 pounds.” Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to live
official measure Literally, “temple shekel.” among his people.
Meeting Tent The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people cincense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-smelling
Israel went to meet with God. smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.

Holy Box of the Agreement Also called “ark of the Covenant,” daily offering  Offerings that were placed twice each day in the
the box containing the flat stones with the Tel Holy Place as a gift to God.
Commandments written on them. These were proof of tlanointing oil Olive oil that was poured on people or things to
Agreement between God and the people of Israel. show they were chosen for a special work or purpose.

fine leather A special kind of leather made from the skin of aiMost Holy Place The room inside the Holy Tent where the
animal like the seal or sea cow. Holy Box was kept.
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go in and show each Kohathite man what will do a special work for the Meeting Tent.*
do. They must give each man the things 3!When you travel, it is their job to carry the
needs to carngdf you do not do this, then theframes of the Meeting Tent. They must carry
Kohathite men might go in and look at ththe braces, the posts, and the bases. They must
holy things. If they look at those things, evealso carry the posts that are around the

for a moment, then they must die.” courtyard. They must carry the bases, the tent
. pegs, the ropes, and everything that is used for
The Jobs of the Gershon Family the poles around the courtyard. List the names

21The Lord said to Mose$2‘Count all the and tell each man exactly what he must carry.
people of the Gershon family. List them b33These are the things that the people from the
family and family group23Count all the men Merari family will do to serve in the work for
who are from 30 to 50 years old that served the Meeting Tent. Ithamar son of Aaron the
the army. These men will have the job cpriest will be responsible for their work.”
caring for the Meeting Tent.* . N

24This is what the Gershonite family mus The Levite Families
do and the things they must ca@§They must ~ 34Moses, Aaron, and the leaders of the
carry the curtains of the Holy Tent,* thepeople of Israel counted the Kohathite people.
Meeting Tent, its covering, and the coverinThey counted them by families and family
made from fine leather.* They must also cargroups35They counted all the men from 30 to
the curtain at the entrance of the Meeting Te50 years old that served in the army. These
26They must carry the curtains of the courtyamen were given special work to do for the
that are around the Holy Tent and the alt:Meeting Tent.*
And they must carry the curtain for thi 36There were 2,750 men in the Kohath
entrance of the courtyard. They must also cafamily group that were qualified to do this
all of the ropes and all the things that are uswork. 37So these men from the Kohath family
with the curtains. The Gershonite men will kgroup were given their special work to do for
responsible for anything that needs to be dcthe Meeting Tent.* Moses and Aaron did this
with these things2’Aaron and his sons will the way the Lord had told Moses to do.
watch all the work that is done. Everything tt  38Also, the Gershonite family group was
Gershonite people carry and the other wocounted.3%All the men from 30 to 50 years
they do will be watched by Aaron and his sorold that served in the army were counted.
You must tell them all the things that they aThese men were given their special work to
responsible for carrying8This is the work that do for the Meeting Tent.#0There were 2,630
the men of the Gershonite family group mumen in the families of the Gershon family
do for the Meeting Tent. Ithamar son of Aarcgroup that were qualified*!So these men

the priest will be responsible for their work.” from the Gershon family group were given
their special work to do for the Meeting Tent.

The Jobs of the Merari Family Moses and Aaron did this the way the Lord
29Count all of the men in the families anchad told Moses to do. - _
family groups in the Merari family group. 42Also, the men in the families and family
30Count all the men who are from 30 to 5groups of the Merari family were counted.

years old and served in the army. These n*3All the men from 30 to 50 years old that
had served in the army were counted. These

Most Holy Place The room inside the Holy Tent where themen were given their SpeC|a| work to do for

Holy Box was kept. the Meeting Tent.#4There were 3,200 men
Meeting Tent The Holy Tent (taberacle) where the people off the families of the Merari family group that
Israel went to meet with God. were qualified.45So these men from the

Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to ”"ﬁ\/lerari family group were given their special
among his people. : .
fine leather A special kind of leather made from the skin of aﬁNork- Moses and Aaron did this the way the

animal like the seal or sea cow. Lord told Moses to do.
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4650 Moses, Aaron, and the leaders of tlto the payment and give it all to the person he
people of Israel counted all the people ihad done wrong t#But maybe the person he
Levi's family group. They had counted eacdid wrong to is dead. Andnaybe that dead
family and each family groupt7All the men person doesn't have any close relatives to take
between the ages of 30 and 50 that servecthe payment. In that case, the person who did
the army were counted. These men were givwrong will give the payment to the Lord. That
a special work to do for the Meeting Tent. person will give the full payment to the priest.
They did the work of carrying the Meetin¢The priest must sacrifice the ram that makes
Tent when they traveled8The total number people pure. This ram must be sacrificed to
was 8,580. cover over the sins of the person who did wrong.

49S0, each man was counted like the Lo But the priest can keep the rest of the payment.
commanded Moses. Each man was given | ¥If one of the people of Israel gives a
own work and told what he must carry. Thispecial gift;to God then the priest that

was done just like the Lord commanded. ~ accepts that gift can keep it. It is hidA
person doesn't have to give these special gifts.

Rules About Cleanliness But if he gives them, then the gifts belong to

The Lord said to Moseg‘l command the the priest.”
people of Israel to keep their camp fre .
from sickness and disease. Tell the people Suspicious Husbands
send away from the camp any person who 11Then the Lord said to MOS@@:‘TEH these

a bad skin disease.* Tell them to send awthings to the people of Israel: A man's wife
from the camp any person who has m|ght be unfaithful to him13She m|ght have

discharge.* And te" them to send away frorsexual rdations W|th another man and h|de th|S

their camp any person who has touched a defrom her husband. And there might not be
body.3It doesn't matter if that person is a ma@nyone to tell him that she did this sin. Her
or a woman, send them away from your carrhusband might never know about the wrong

Send them away so that they will not cau:thing she did. And the woman might not tell

among you in your camp.” might begin to suspect that his wife sinned

4S0 the people of Israel obeyed God'against him. He might become jealous. He

1o :Might begin to believe that she is not pure and
ggrpnn;én%hg;eydsigntvnoaste Ft)ﬁ gplﬁgrlggﬂ:true to him19If that happens, then he must take

commanded to Moses. his wife to the priest. The husband must also
take an offering of 8 cups* of barley flour. He
Paying for Doing Wrong must not pour oil or incense* on the barley

5The Lord said to Mose§‘Tell this to the four. This barley flour is a grain offering to the
people of Israel: A person rﬁight do somethirLord- Itis given because the husband is jealous.

bad to another person. (When someone does This offering will show that he believes that his
things to other people, he is really sinnin i€ as been unfaithful to him.

: - 16The priest will take the woman before
against God.) That person is guilfo that
person must confess (tell about) the sin he fthe Lord and make her stand thetélhen the

done. Then that person must fully pay for th priest will take some special water and put it

g e 0. An o it o 20 The gl one it on

18The priest will force the woman to stand
Meeting Tent The Holy Tent (tabemnacle) where the people ohefore the Lord. Then he will loosen her hair
Israel went to meet with God.
bad skin disease Or, “leprosy.” The Hebrew word includes
many kinds of skin diseases. 8 cups Literally, “1/10 ephah.”
discharge Fluid from a person’s body, including pus from soresincense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-smelling
aman’s semen, or a woman's period flow. smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.
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and put the grain offering in her hand. This iwill go into her body and cause her much
the barley flour that her husband gave becatsuffering. Any baby that is in her will die
he was jealous. At the same time, he will holbefore it is born, and she will never be able to
the clay jar of special water. This is the speciihave children. All the people will turn against
water that brings trouble to the woman. her.* 28But if the woman has not sinned
1¥Then the priest will tell the woman thaagainst her husband and she is pure, then the
she must not lie. She must promise to tell tpriest will say that she is not guilty. Then she
truth. The priest will say to her: ‘If you havewill be normal, and able to have children.
not slept with another man, and if you have n - 2%So that is the law about jealousy. That is
sinned against your husband while you wewhat you should do when a woman sins
married to him, then this water that causiagainst her husband while she is married to
trouble will not hurt you20But if you have him. 300r if the man becomes jealous and
sinned against your hushand—if you hesuspects his wife has sinned against him, then
sexual relations with a man who is not yoithat is what the man should do. The priest
husband—then you are not puf@lf that is must tell the woman to stand before the Lord.
true, then you will have much trouble when ycThen the priest will do all those things. This is
drink this special water. You will not be able tthe law.31The husband will not be guilty of
have any children. And if you are pregnaidoing anything wrong. But the woman will
now, your baby will die.* Then your peoplesuffer if she has sinned.”
will leave you and say bad things about you.’ N
“Then the priest must tell the woman t Nazirites
make a special promise to the Lord. TFQThe Lord said to Mose‘Tell these
woman must agree that these bad things v\Jthings to the people of Israel: A man or a
happen to her if she lie82The priest must woman might want to separate from other
say, ‘You must drink this water that causepeople for a time. This special time of
trouble. If you have sinned, you will not biseparation allows a person to give himself
able to have children and any baby you hatotally to the Lord for a time. That person will
will die before it is born.” And the womanbe called a Nazirite.8During that time, that
should say: ‘| agree to do as you say.’ person must not drink any wine or other
23'The priest should write those warningstrong drink. The person must not drink
on a scroll.* Then he should wash the wortvinegar that is made from wine or from other
off into the water24Then the woman muststrong drink. That person must not drink
drink the water that brings trouble. This wattgrape juice or eat grapes or raisif$hat
will enter her and,if she is guilty, it will person must not eat anything that comes from
cause her much suffering. grapes during that special time of separation.
25Then the priest will take the grairThat person must not even eat the seeds or the
offering from her (the offering for jealousy skins from grapes.
and raise it before the Lord. Then he wi 5That person must not cut his hair during
carry it to the altar.26The priest will fill his that special time of separation. He must be
hands with some of the grain and put it on tiholy until the time that his separation is ended.
altar and let it burn there. After that, he wiHe must let his hair grow long. That person’s
tell the woman to drink the wate#’If the hair is a special part of his promise to God.
woman has sinned against her husband, tt He will give that hair as a gift to GgdSo,
the water will bring her trouble. The watethat person must let his hair grow long until
the time of separation is ended.

You will ... die Literally, “Your loins will fall and your belly

will swell.” All ... turn against her Literally, “She will be like a curse
scroll A long roll of leather or papyrus (paper) used for writine  among the people.”
books, letters, and legal documents. Nazirite A person who has made a special promise to God. The

altar A table or raised area used for offering sacrifices. name is from a Hebrew word meaning, “to separate from.”
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6‘A Nazirite* must not go near a dead body A one-year-old female lamb with nothing

during that special time of separation. Why wrong with it for a sin offering;

Because that person has given himself fully f One ram with nothing wrong with it for a

the Lord.7Even if his own father or mother or fellowship offering;

brother or sister dies, he must not touch ther 15 A basket of bread made without yeast

This would make him unclean. He must shoy (cakes made with fine flour mixed

that he is separated and has given himself fu with oil).

to God. 8During the whole time of his Oil must be spread on these cakes.

separation, he is giving himself fully to the Lord. The grain offerings and drink offerings
%It might happen that the Nazirite* is with that are a part of these gifts.

another person who dies suddenly.the

Nazirite touches this dead man, the Naziri
will become unclean,*If that happens, then
the Nazirite must shave the hair from his hee
(That hair was part of his special promise.) F
must cut his hair on the seventh day, becat
on that day he is made cleari®Then on the
eighth day, that Nazirite must bring two dove
and two young pigeons to the priest. He mL
give them to the priest at the entrance of
Meeting Tent.*!1Then the priest will offer one
as a sin offering. He will offer the other as
burnt offering. The burnt offering will be a
payment for the Nazirite's sin. (He sinne
because he was near a dead body.) At that til
the person will again promise to give the he
on his head as a gift to GodThis means that

16The priest will give these things to the
Lord. And then the priest will make the sin
offering and the burnt offering.’The priest
will give the basket of bread without yeast to
the Lord. Then he will kill the ram as a
fellowship offering to the Lord. He will give it
to the Lord with the grain offering and the
drink offering.

18The Nazirite* must go to the entrance of
the Meeting Tent.* There he must shave off
his hair that he grew for the Lord. That hair
will be put in the fire that is burning under the
sacrifice of the fellowship offering.

1%After the Nazirite* has cut off his halir,
then the priest will give him a boiled shoulder
from the ram and a large and a small cake from

e the basket. Both of these cakes are made
person must again give himself to the Lord f ot veast20Then the priest will wave these
another time of separation. That person mt

i d male lamb. H things before the Lord. This is a wave offering.
fing & one-year-old male lamb. He MUSt Ohrpage things are holy and belong to the priest.

this lamb as a guilt offering. All of the day:xjq, “the hreast and the thigh from the ram are
that he was separated are forgotten. The .. o4 hefore the Lord. These things also

must start over with a new time of separatio, ; o

; elong to the priest. After that, the Nazirite
This must be done because he touched a d .- c%n drinka\)/ine.
body during his first time of separation. 2Those are the rules for a person who

N 1After his time of ser|]oaration s enOI?d'h‘decides to make the Nazirite* promise. That
azirite muihgo to the entrance of thergon must give all of those gifts to the Lord.
Meztlng T?f”t. and 9"’; his offering t0 the gt 4 person might be able to give much more
Lord. His offering must be: to the Lord. If a person promises to do more,
A one-year-old male lamb with nothing  then he must keep his promise. But he must
wrong with it for a burnt offering; give at least all the things listed in these rules

for the Nazirite promise.”

Nazirite A person who has made a special promise to God. The - .
name is from a Hebrew word meaning, “to separate from.” The Priests’ Blessings

unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship. 22The Lord said to Mose€3‘Tell Aaron

clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship. . o
Meeting Tent The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of”md his sons that this is the way they should

Israel went to meet with God. bless the people of Israel. They should say:
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24 May the Lord bless you and keep you. and the cows for their worl€Then Moses

25 May the Lord be good to you* gave four wagons and eight cows to the men
and show you his kindness. in Merari’s group. They needed the wagons

26 May the Lord answer your prayers* and cows for their work. Ithamar son of Aaron
and give you peace.” the priest was responsible for the work of all

these men9Moses did not give any cows or
wagons to the men in Kohath's group. Why?
Because their job was to carry the holy things
on their shoulders.

10Moses anointed* the altar.* That same
- day, the leaders brought their offerings for

D_e q|cat|ng the H oly Tent (dedicating the altar. They gave their offerings

Moses finished setting up the Holy Tent. iy the | ord at the altariIThe Lord told

On that day, he dedicated it to the Lorc « i hi
Moses anointed* the Tent and all the things g/ilfct)sfgrsae%?c%q"?; %/hgna?t;??der must bring his

it. Moses also anointed the altar* and all th™ 12-83 Each of the twelve leaders brought
things used with it. This showed that thesps gifts. These are the gifis:

things should be used only for worshiping th  £5¢h eader brought one silver plate that
Lord, _weighed 3 1/4 pounds.* Each leader brought
2Then the leaders of Israel gave offerin(one silver bowl that weighed 1 3/4 pounds.*
to the Lord. These men were the heads gyt of these gifts were weighed by the
their families and leaders of their famil\pfficial measure.* The bowl and the plate
groups. These were the same men who Wiyere each filled with fine flour mixed with oil.
in charge of counting the peopléThese This was to be used as a grain offering. Each
leaders brought gifts to the Lord. Thejeader also brought a large gold spoon that
brought six covered wagons and twelve COwweighed about 4 ounces.* The spoon was
for pulling the wagons. (One cow was giveiilled with incense.*
by each leader. Each leader joined wit Each |eader also brought 1 young bull, 1
another leader to give one wagon.) Tfram, and 1 male lamb a year old. These
leaders gave these things to the Lord at tanimals were for a burnt offering. Each leader
Holy Tent. also brought 1 male goat to be used as a sin
“The Lord said to Moses'Accept these offering. Each leader brought 2 cows, 5 rams,

giftS from the leaders. These gifts can be us5 male goats, and 5 male lambs a year old.
in the work of the Meeting Tent.* Give thes All of these things were sacrificed for a

things to the Levite men. This will help therfellowship offering.

do their work.” On the first day, the leader of Judah’s
6So Moses accepted the wagons and tfamily group, Nahshon son of Amminadab

cows. He gave these things to the Levite mebrought his gifts.

He gave two carts and four cows to the m: On the second day, the leader of Issachar,

in Gershon’s group. They needed the wagcNethanel son of Zuar brought his gifts.

2iThen the Lord said, “In that way, Aaror
and his sons will use my name to give
blessing to the people of Israel. And | wil
bless them.”

May ... to you Literally, “May the Lord make his face shine Verses 12-83 In the Hebrew text each leader’s gift is listed

onyou." separately. But the text is the same for each gift, so it has been
May ... prayers Literally, “May the Lord lift his face to you.” merged for easier reading.
Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to liv3 1/4 pounds Or, “130 shekels.”
among his people. 13/4 pounds Or, “70 shekels.”
anoint(ed) To pour olive oil on people or things to show theofficial measure Literally, “holy shekel,” the standard of
are chosen for a special work or purpose. measure used in the tabernacle and the temple.
altar A table or raised area used for offering sacrifices. 4 ounces Or, “10 shekels.”

Meeting Tent The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people cincense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-smelling
Israel went to meet with God. smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.
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On the third day, the leader of the people - 87The total number of animals for the burnt
Zebulun, Eliab son of Helon brought his giftsoffering was 12 bulls, 12 rams, and 12 one-

On the fourth day, the leader of the people year-old male lambs. There were also the
Reuben, Elizur son of Shedeur brought his giftgrain offerings that must be given with those

On the fifth day, the leader of the people (fferings. And there were 12 male goats that
Simeon, Shelumiel son of Zurishaddawere used for a sin offering to the LoRdThe
brought his gifts. leaders also gave animals to be killed and usec

On the sixth day, the leader of the people as a fellowship offering. The total number of
Gad, Eliasaph son of Deuel* brought his giftsthese animals was 24 bulls, 60 rams, 60 male

On the seventh day, the leader of the peojgoats, and 60 one-year-old male lambs. In this
of Ephraim, Elishama son of Ammihugyay they dedicated the altar after Moses
brought his gifts. anointed* it.

On the eighth day, the leader of the peop sov0ses went into the Meeting Tent* to
of Manasseh, Gamaliel son of Pedahzigneay g the Lord. At that time, he heard the
brc())ughﬁ hls'glftt]Sd he leader of th |Lord’s voice speaking to him. The voice was

f B” the n'”tAb. é"y' the e? (g'ijo tr % peoFr’]coming from the area between the two Cherub
Of Benjamin, Abidan son of G1aeont broughyygels’on the special cover* on top of the Box

his gifts. *The
On the tenth day, the leader of the peopggéﬂg t'ggl\sliigse nt.{This was the wayGod

of Dan, Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai brough
his gifts. The Lam
pstand
On the eleventh day, the leader of th - «
people of Asher, Pagiel son of Ocran broug @ The Lord said to Moses,Tell Aaron to
his gifts. put the seven lamps in the place | showed
On the twelfth day, the leader of the peoplYO!: Those lamps will light the area in front of

of Naphtali, Ahira son of Enan brought his giftst€ lampstand.” |
845% all those things were the ggi]fts fror% th 3Aaron did this. Aaron put the lamps in the

leaders of the people of Israel. They broug“ght place and faced them so that they lighted
those things during the time that Mosethe area in front of the lampstand. He obeyed
dedicated the altar* by anointing* it. Theythe command that the Lord gave Mos&is
brought 12 silver plates, 12 silver bowls, and 7S how the lampstand was made: It was made
gold spoons8sEach silver plate weighed aboufrom hammered gold, all the way from the
3 1/4 pounds.* And each bowl weighed aboutgold basgat the bottomto the gold flowersat

3/4 pounds.* The silver plates and the silvithe top. It looked just like the pattern that the
bowls together all weighed about 60 poundsLord had shown to Moses.

using the official measure#6The 12 gold o ,

spoons filled with incense* weighed 4 ounces Dedicating the Levites

each, using the official measure. The 12 go 5The Lord said to Mose$'Separate the
spoons all together weighed about 3 pounds.*Levites from the other people of Israel. Make

those Levites clean *This is what you should
Deuel Or, “Reuel.”
altar A table or raised area used for offering sacrifices.
anoint  To pour olive oil on people or things to show they aranoint To pour olive oil on people or things to show they are

chosen for a special work or purpose. chosen for a special work or purpose.
3 1/4 pounds Or, “130 shekels.” Meeting Tent The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
1 3/4 pounds Or, “70 shekels.” Israel went to meet with God.
60 pounds Or, “2,400 shekels.” cover Also called “mercy seat.” The Hebrew word can mean
official measure Literally, “holy shekel,” the standard of  “lid,” “cover,” or “place where sins are forgiven.”

measure used in the tabernacle and the temple. Box of the Agreement Holy Box or “ark of the Covenant,” the
incense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-smelli  box containing the flat stones with the Ten Commandments

smoke, it was offered as a gift to God. written on them and other things that proved God was with the
4 ounces Or, “10 shekels.” people of Israel during their time in the Sinai Desert.

3 pounds Or, “120 shekels.” clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship.
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do to make them pure. Sprinkle the specipeople in place of those firstborn sons from
water from the sin offering* on them. Thisthe other families in Israek/Every firstborn
water will make them pure. Then they mu:male in Israel is mine. It doesn’t matter if it is
shave their bodies and wash their clothes. Ta man or animal, it is still mine. Why?
will make their bodies clean. Because | killed all the firstborn children and
&The Levite men must take a young bulanimals in Egypt. And | chose to take the
and the grain offering that must be offerefirstborn sons to belong to mé#But now |
with it. This grain offering will be flour mixed Will take the Levite people in their place. | wil
with oil. Then take another young bull for a sitake the Levite people in place of all the
offering. 9Bring the Levite people to the arecfirstborn sons from the other families in Israel.
in front of the Meeting Tent.* Then bring all ¥ chose the Levite people from among all the
the people of Israel together at that placPeople of Israel. And | give them as gifts to
10Bring the Levite people before the Lord. Th/Aaron and his sons. | want them to do the
people of Israel will put their hands on them. Work at the Meeting Tent. They will serve for
11Then Aaron will give the Levite people to@l! the people of Israel. They will help make
the Lord—they will be like an offering to God. the sacrifices that make the people of Israel
In this way, the Levite people will be ready tcPUre: Then no great sickness or trouble will
do their special work for the Lord. come to the people of Israel when they come

12Tell the Levite people to put their hand "€& the holy place.”
on the heads of the bulls. One bull will be , 2’50 Moses, Aaron, and all the people of

sin offering to the Lord. The other bull will be/Srae! obeyed the Lord. They did with the

: Levite people everything that the Lord
used as a burnt offering to the Lord. The: ,
offerings will make the Levite people purelcommanded Moses:The Levites washed

13Tell the Levite people to stand in front othemselves and their clothes. Then Aaron

Aaron and his sons. Then give the Levite mave them to the Lord like wave offerings.

to the Lord. They will be like a wave oﬁeringAaron gave the offerings that covered their

A : . 2sins and made them pur&After that, the
L4This will make the Levite people holydt | o\ite heople came topthe Meeting Tent* to

will show that they will be used in & Specicq their work. Aaron and his sons watched
way for God. They wil be different from the yem “They were responsible for the work of
other people of Israel. The Levite people Wipe | evite people. Aaron and his sons did the
be{gﬂng to me. . . things that the Lord told Moses.
19°So make the Levite people pure.* ANt 23Then the Lord said to Mose&'This is a
give them to the Lord. They will be like ¢special command for the Levite people: Every
wave offering. After you do this they cai| eyite man who is 25 years old or older must
come and do their work at the Meeting Tentcome and share in the work at the Meeting
16The Israelite people will give me thetent * 258yt when a man is 50 years old, he
Levites. They will belong to me. In the past, myst retire from this work. He will not need to
told every Israelite family to give me theiwork again.26Those men 50 years old or older
firstoorn* son. But now | am taking the Levitican help their brothers with their work at the
Meeting Tent. But those men must not do the
work themselves. You must do these things

water from the sin offering  In this water were the ashes fromyyhen you choose Levite men to do their work.”
the red cow that had been burnt on the altar as a sin offering.

Meeting Tent The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God. Passover . o
put their hands on them This showed the people shared i} The Lord spoke to Moses in the Sinai
appointing the Levite people to their special work. desert. This was during the first month of
make ... pure Literally, ‘make atonement” The Hebrew wordthe sacond year after the people of Israel came
means “to cover,” “to hide,” or “to erase sins. fE The Lord said MoseTell
firstoorn ~ The first child born into a family. The firstborn sonOUt or Egypt. The Lora said to Moses]e

was very important in ancient times. the people of Israel to celebrate Passover at the
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chosen time-3they must eat the Passoverand must be punished! Why? Because he did
meal at twilight* on the 14th day of this monthnot give the Lord his gift at the right time.
They must do this at the chosen time, and th  14‘A foreigner living among you might
must follow all the rules about Passover.”  want to share in the Lord’s Passover* with
4S0 Moses told the people of Israel tyou. This is allowed, but that person must
celebrate PassoversThe people did this in follow all the rules about Passover. The same
the Sinai desert at twilight* on the 14th day crules are for everyone.”
the first month. The Israelites did everythin .
just like the Lord commanded Moses. The Cloud and the Fire
6But some of the people could not celebra  150n the day the Holy Tent,* the Tent of
Passover* that day. They were unclearthe Agreement, was set up, the Lord’s cloud
because they had touched a dead body. covered it. At night, the cloud over the Holy
they went to Moses and Aaron that da'Tent looked like fire16The cloud stayed over
Those people said to Moses, “We touchedthe Holy Tent all the time. And at night the
person’s dead body and became unclean. Icloud looked like fire 17When the cloud
priests stopped us from giving gifts to thmoved from its place over the Holy Tent, the
Lord at the chosen time. So we can Israelites followed it. When the cloud stopped,
[celebrate Passovewith the other people of that is the place where the people of Israel

Israel!,What should we dg? camped18This was the way the Lord showed
8Moses said to them, “I will ask the Lorcthe people of Israel when to move and when
what he says about this.” to stop and set up camp. While the cloud

9Then the Lord said to Moses¥Tell these stayed over the Holy Tent, the people
things to the people of Israel: This rule will becontinued to camp in that same place.
for you and your descendants.* Maybe a persit®Sometimes the cloud would stay over the
is not able to celebrate Passover* at the rigHoly Tent for a long time. The Israelites
time. Maybe that person is unclean* because obeyed the Lord and did not move.
touched a dead body. Or maybe that person w20Sometimes the cloud was over the Holy
away on a trip1That person will still be able Tent for only a few days. So the people
to celebrate Passoveat another timg That obeyed the Lord's command—they followed
person must celebrate Passover at twilight* (the cloud when it movediSometimes the
the 14th day of the second month. At that timecloud stayed only during the night—the next
he must eat the lamb, the bread made withcmorning the cloud moved. So the people
yeast, and the bitter herb&That person must gathered their things and followed it. If the
not leave any of that food until the nexcloud moved, during the day or during the
morning. And that person must not break any might, then the people followed #2f the
the bones of the lamb. That person must follocloud stayed over the Holy Tent for two days,
all the rules about PassovépBut any person or a month, or a year, the people continued to
who is able must celebrate Passover at the ricobey the Lord. They stayed at that place and
time. If he is clean* and he is not away on :did not leave until the cloud moved. Then
trip, then he has no excuse. If that person dowhen the cloud rose from its place and moved,
not celebrate Passover at the right time, then the people also move@3So the people
must be separated from his people. He is guilobeyed the Lord’s commands. They camped

when the Lord told them to. And they moved

Passover Important Jewish holy day. They ate a special meal oWhen the Lord told them to. The people

this day every spring to remember that God freed them froyatched carefully and obeyed the Lord’s

slavery in Egypt. commands to Moses.
twilight ~ The time after the sun goes down, but before dark.
unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.
descendants A person's children and their future families. Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to live
clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship. among his people.
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The Silver Trumpets began their journeys. They left the Sinai

The Lord said to Mose®“Make two desert and traveled until the cloud stopped in
1 rumpets. Use silver and hammer it tthe desert of ParaA3This was the first time
make the trumpets. These trumpets will be fthe people moved their camp. They moved it
calling the people together and for tellinthe way the Lord commanded Moses.
them when it is time to move the candif. ~ 14The three groups* from Judah’s camp
you blow long blasts on both trumpets, thewent first. They traveled under their flag. The
all the people must meet together at tifirst group was Judah’s family group.
entrance of the Meeting Tent4But if you Nahshon son of Amminadab was the
blow long blasts on only one trumpet, thecommander of that groug>Next came
only the leaders will come to meet with yotlssachar’s family group. Nethanel son of Zuar
(These are the leaders of the twelve famiwas the commander of that grodpAnd then
groups of Israel.) came Zebulun’s family group. Eliab son of

5*Short blasts on the trumpets will be thHelon was the commander of that group.

way to tell the people to move the cam| 17Then the Holy Tent* was taken down.
The first time you blow a short blast on thAnd the men from the Gershon and the Merari
trumpets, the family groups camping on tfamilies carried the Holy Tent. So the people
east;side of the Meeting Tepmust begin to from these families were next in line.
move.6The second time you blow a shortbla  18Then came the three groups* from
on the trumpets, the family groups camping (Reuben’s camp. They traveled under their
the southside of the Meeting Tepwill begin flag. The first group was Reuben’s family
to move.’But if you want to gather the peopligroup. Elizur son of Shedeur was the
together for a special meeting, then blow ticommander of that groupSNext came
trumpets in a different way—blow a lon(simeon’s family group. Shelumiel son of
steady blast on the trumpe#Only Aaron's 7yrishaddai was the commander of that group.
sons, the priests, should blow the trumpe20and then came Gad's family group.
This is a law for you that will continuegiiasaph son of Deuel* was the commander of
forever, for generations to come. that group.2Then came the people from the

¥If you are fighting an enemy in your OWrk ohath family. They carried the holy things
land, then blow loudly on the trumpets befO'Lfrom inside the Holy Plage These people

you go to fight them. The Lord your God Wilcame 4t this time so that the other people

gﬁgmgg’lggg gi/gvd”s%%vtﬁ dy%‘fof\:vort?]ggécould set up the Holy Tent* and make it ready
trumpets for your special meetings, new mo'Latthhl\? new camﬂnefﬁ re tr;]ese people arn\f/ed.
days, and all your happy tmes together. Biog it it cavcied nder e fag
the trumpets when you give your burr phra p. They travelet : g
- - : .. The first group was Ephraim’s family group.
offerings and fellowship offerings. This WI||E|- h £ Ammihud i d
be a special way for the Lord your God t 'shama son Of Ammihud was the commanaer
remember you. | command you'to do thiS'Of that group23Next came Manasseh’s family
am the Lord yoUrGod " 'group. Gamaliel son of Pedahzur was the
' commander of that grou@4Then came
The People of Israel Move Their Camp Benjamin’s family group. Abidan son of

110n the 20th day of the second month Gideoni was the commander of that group.
the second year after the people of Israel | 25The last three family groups in the line
Egypt, the cloud rose from above the Tent were the rear guard for all the other family
the Agreement.®2So the people of Israel

group(s) Or, “division(s).” This is a military term that shows
Meeting Tent The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people ¢  Israel was organized like an army.
Israel went to meet with God. Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to live
Tent of the Agreement The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the  among his people.
Box of the Agreement was kept. Deuel Or, “Reuel.”
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groups. These were the groups from Dan The People Complain Again
camp. They traveled under their flag. The firsl The people started complaining about
group was Dan’s family group. Ahiezer son o their troubles. The Lord heard their
Ammishaddai was their commandéfNext complaints. The Lord heard these things and
came Asher’s family group. Pagiel son obecame angry. Fire from the Lord burned
Ocran was the commander of that groujamong the people. The fire burned some of the
2Then came Naphtali's family group. Ahiraareas at the edge of the car#o the people
son of Enan was the commander of that groucried to Moses for help. Moses prayed to the
28That was the way the people of Israglord and the fire stopped burningSo that
marched when they moved from place to placiplace was called Taberah.* The people gave
29Hobab was the son of Reuel, the Midianitthe place that name because the Lord caused
(Reuel was Moses’ father-in-law.) Moses safire to burn in their camp.
to Hobab, “We are traveling to the land tht The 70 Older Lead
God promised to give to us. Come with us a e (L DiderLeaders
we will be good to you. The Lord has promise , “The foreigners that had joined the people
good things to the people of Israel.” of Israel began wanting other things to eat.
30But Hobab answered, “No, | will not gOSoonl all the .peT%pIe Ofl Isr_'c(ljel“wbegan
with you. I will go back to my homeland an(;:omptamlngﬁs\?am. € Eeophe Sf.a'h' € want
to my own peaple.” 0 eat meatbWe remember the fish we ate in

31Then Moses said, “Please don't leave LEgypt. That fish cost us nothing. We also had

You know more about the desert than we dgo_od vegetables like pucumbers, melns,
You can be our guid@af you come with us chives, onions, and garli€But now we have

: . lost our strength. We never eat anything—only
then we will share with you all the g00(ihis mannal™’(The manna was like small
things that the Lord gives us.”

23 coriander seeds, and it looked like gum from a
;S0 Hobab agreegdand they began yree 8The people gathered the manna. Then
traveling from the mountain of the Lord. Thithey ysed rocks to crush it and cooked it in a
priests took the Box of the Lord's Agreementpot. Or they ground it into a flour and made
and walked in front of the people. The'thin cakes with it. The cakes tasted like sweet
carried the Holy Box for three days, lookinicakes cooked with olive oifThe manna fell
for a place to camp@4The Lord's cloud was on the ground each night when the ground
over them every day. And when they left thebecame wet with dew.)
camp every morning, the cloud was there  10Moses heard the people complaining.

lead them. People from every family were sitting by their
35When the people lifted the Holy Box tctents and complaining. The Lord became very
move the camp, Moses always said, angry, and this made Moses very upset.

. | 11Moses asked the Lord, “Lord, why did you
Getup, Lord! bring this trouble on me? | am your servant.
May your enemies be scattered.  \yhat did | do wrong? What did 1 do to upset
May your enemies run away from you."y.q2 Why did you give me responsibility over

36And when the Holy Box was put in itsall these people®You know that | am not the

place, Moses always said, father of all these people. You know that | did
not give birth to them. But | must take care of

“Come back, Lord, them, like a nurse carrying a baby in her arms.

to the millions of people of Israel.”  Why do you force me to do this? Why do you

force me to carry them to the land that you
Box of the Lord's Agreement Holy Box or ark of the promised to our fathers®l don’t have
Covenant,” the box containing the flat stones with the Te
Commandments written on them. These were proof of tl
Agreement between God and the people of Israel. Taberah This name means “burning.”



NUMBERS 11:14-33 168

enough meat for all these people! And th¢Then Moses gathered 70 of the eld@eaders)
continue complaining to me. They say, ‘Givtogether. Moses told them to stand around the
us meat to eat!4 cannot take care of allTent.25Then the Lord came down in the cloud
these people alone. The burden is too hezand spoke to Moses. The Spirit* was on
for me. 19f you plan to continue giving meMoses. The Lord put that same Spirit on the 70
their troubles, then kill me now. If you accefelders(leaders) After the Spirit came down on
me as your servant, then let me die now. Ththem, they began to prophesy.* But that was
| will be finished with all my troubles!” the only time these men ever did this.

16The Lord said to Moses, “Bring to me 71 26Two of the elders, Eldad and Medad, did
of the elders of Israel. These men are tinot go out to the Tent. Their names were on
leaders among the people. Bring them to tthe list of eldergleaders) but they stayed in
Meeting Tent.* Let them stand there with yotcamp. But the Spirit also came on them, and
1rThen | will come down and speak with yothey began prophesying* in can®JA young
there. The Spirit* is on you now. But | willman ran and told Moses. The man said,
also give some of that Spirit* to them. The“Eldad and Medad are prophesying in camp.”
they will help you take care of the people. | 28Joshua son of Nun said to Moses,
this way, you will not have to be responsibl“Moses, sir, you must stop them!” (Joshua had
for these people alone. been Moses' helper since Joshua was a boy.)

18Tell these things to the people: Mak: 29But Moses answered, “Are you afraid the
yourselves ready for tomorrow. Tomorrovpeople will think that | am not the leader now?
you will eat meat. The Lord heard you whe| wish that all the Lord’s people were able to
you cried. The Lord heard your words wheprophesy. | wish that the Lord would put his
you said, ‘We need meat to eat! It was betiSpirit* on all of them!”30Then Moses and the

for us in Egypt!" So now the Lord will give |eaders of Israel went back to the camp.
you meat. And you will eat it9You will eat it

for more than one, or two, or five, or ten, ( The Quails Come
even twenty days’%ou will eat that meat for  31Then the Lord made a powerful wind to

a whole month. You will eat the meat untplow in from the sea. The wind blew quail*
you are sick of it. This will happen to yotinto that area. The quail flew all around the
because you complained against the Lord. Tcamp. There were so many quail that the
Lord lives among you and knows what yoground was covered. The quail were about
need. But you cried and complained to hinthree feet deep on the ground. There were
You said, ‘Why did we ever leave Egypt?” quail in every direction as far as a man can
2IMoses said, “Lord, there are 600,000 Méwalk in one day32The people went crazy!
walking around here. And you say, ‘| Wil They went out and gathered quail all that day
give them enough meat to eat for a whoand all that night. And they gathered quail all
month!" 22If we were to kill all of the sheepthe next day too! The smallest amount any
and cattle, then that would still not be enoutperson gathered was 60 bushels. Then the
to feed this many people for a month. And people spread the quail meat all around the
we caught all the fish in the sea, it would ncampto dry in the sup
be enough for them!” . 3%People began to eat the meat, but the Lord
23But the Lord said to Moses, “Don't limithecame very angry. While the meat was still in
the power of the Lord! You will see that | catheir mouth, before the people could finish
do the things I say I can do. _eating it, the Lord caused the people to become
2450 Moses went out to speak with thyery sick  Many people died and were buried

people. Moses told them what the Lord sai

prophesy Usually this means “to speak for God." But here it

Meeting Tent The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people ¢ might mean that God's Spirit took control of these men in
Israel went to meet with God. some special way.
Spirit ~ Or, “spirit.” quail - Akind of bird.
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in that placg.34So the people named that placHer skin was white like snow—she had a

Kibroth Hattaavah.* They gave the place thiterrible skin disease!

name because that is the place they buried 11Then Aaron said to Moses, “Please, sir,

people who had the strong desire for meat. forgive us for the foolish sin that we did.
35From Kibroth Hattaavah the peoplil2Don't let her lose her skin like a baby that is

traveled to Hazeroth and stayed there. born dead.” (Sometimes a baby will be born
N . like that, with half of its skin eaten away.)
Miriam and Aaron Complain About Moses 1350 Moses prayed to the Lord, “God,

1 Miriam and Aaron began to talk againsplease heal her from this sickness!”

Moses. They criticized him because h  14The Lord answered Moses, “If her father
married an Ethiopian* woman. They thougtspit in her face, then she would be shamed for
that it was not right for Moses to marry aseven days. So put her outside the camp for
Ethiopian woman2They said to themselves seven days. After that time, sjweill become
“The Lord used Moses to speak to the peopwell,. Then she can come back into the camp.”
But Moses is not the only one. The Lord als 15So they took Miriam outside the camp for
spoke through us!” seven days. And the people did not move from

The Lord heard this3(Moses was a very that place until she was brought in again.
humble man. He did not boast or brag. He wel6After that, the people left Hazeroth and
more humble than any other person on eartitraveled to the desert of Paran. The people
4So0, suddenly, the Lord came and spoke ‘camped in that desert.

Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. The Lord said .
“You three, come to the Meeting Tent,* now!” The Spies Go to Canaan

So Moses, Aaron, and Miriam went to th 1 3The Lord said to Moses;'Send some
Tent.5The Lord came down in the tall clouc men to explore the land of Canaan. This
and stood at the entrance to the Tent. Tis the land that | will give to the people of
Lord called out, “Aaron and Miriam!” Aaron Israel. Send one leader from each of the
and Miriam went to himéGod said, “Listen to twelve family groups.”
me! You will have prophets.* I, the Lord, will 3So Moses obeyed the Lord’s command.
show myself to them in visions.* | will speakMoses sent out these leaders while the people
to them in dreamgBut Moses is not like that. were camped in the desert of Pardfhese
Moses is my faithful servant—I trust him witrare the names of those leaders:

my whole housdfamily) 8When | speak to ) -
him, | talk face to face with him. | don't use fron;(l)?neg]p ;gscﬁmlly group—Shammua

stories with hidden meanings—I show hir . : ) .
clearly the things | want him to know. Anc frorgosrzng?mﬁlfamny group—Shaphat
Moses can look at the very image of the Lor !

So why were you brave enough to spe: fron;]gsjggﬁusn;%nﬁ[ly group—Caleb son
against my servant Moses?” 7 o for
9The Lord was very angry at them. Th fron;flsjsoa}scet;)?]r.sfamlly group—lIgal son
Lord left them.10The cloud rose from the o
., 8 ! _ *
Tent. Aaron turned and looked at Miriam fron;()Enpt;][a,\lanng family group—Hoshea
9 from Benjamin’s family group—Palti son
Kibroth Hattaavah ~ This name means “Graves of Strong of Raphu;
Desire.” _ o 10 from Zebulun's family group—Gaddiel
Ethiopian  Or, “Cushite,” a person from Ethiopia, in Africa. son of Sodi:
Meeting Tent The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of 1 e
Israel went to meet with God. from Jose_zph S fam”y QTOUP (ManaSSEh)_
prophet(s) A person called by God to be special servant. God Gaddi son of Susi;

gave them messages to tell the people.
vision(s) Something like a dream that God used to spee
to people. Hoshea Or, “Joshua.”
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12 from Dan’s family group—Ammiel son  place where the men of Israel cut off the

of Gemalli; bunch of grapes.

13 from Asher’s family group—Sethur son ~ 25The men explored that country for 40
of Michael; days. Then they went back to the ca@ffthe

14 from Naphtali's family group—Nahbi son people of Israel were camped near Kadesh, in
of Vophsi; the desert of Paran. The men went to Moses

15 from Gad's family group—Geuel son  and Aaron and all the Israelite people. The
of Maki. men told Moses, Aaron, and all the people

habout the things they saw. And they showed

16
Those are the names of the men t them the fruit from the lanc&’The men told

Moses sent to look at and study the lan

(Moses called Hoshea son of Nun by anotrMOSes, “We went to the land where you sslnt
name. Moses called him Joshua.) us. It is a land filled with many good things*!

1"When Moses was sending them out Here is some of the fruit that grows there.
explore Canaan, he said, “Go through t1°2BUt the people living there are very
Negev* and then into the hill countri&See powerful. The cities are very large. The cities
what the land looks like. Learn about tha'® Strongly defended. We even saw some
people who live there. Are they strong or aAnakite* people therez9The Amalekite

they weak? Are they few or are they manmPeOPIe live in the Negev.” The Hittites, the
19.earn about the land that they live in. Is Jebusites, and the Amorites live in the hill

good land or bad land? What kind of towns ¢country. The Canaanites live near the sea and
they live in? Do the towns have wall:by the Jordan River.”
protecting them? Are the towns strongl °Caleb told the people near Moses to be
defended29And learn other things about thuiet. Then Caleb said, “We should go up and
land. Is the dirt good for growing things, or itake that Ianqy for ourselves. We can easily
it poor soil? Are there trees on the land? Alstake that land. -
try to bring back some of the fruit from tha 3'But the men that had gone with him said,
land.” (This was during the time when the fir“We can't fight those people! They are much
grapes should be ripe.) stronger than we are3?And those men told
2150 they went to explore the country. Theall the people of Israel that they were not
explored the area from the Zin desert 1strong enough to defeat the people in that
Rehob and Lebo Hamat®They entered the land. They said, “The land we saw is full of
country through the Negev* and went tstrong people. Those people are strong enough
Hebron. (The town of Hebron was built seveto easily defeat any person who goes there.
years before the town of Zoan in Egypt 33We saw the giant Nephilim* people there!
Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai lived ther«(The descendants* of Anak come from the
These men were descendants* of AnaNephilim people.) They looked at us like we
23Then the men went to Eshcol Valley. Therwere little grasshoppers. Yes, we were like
the men cut off a branch from a grapevingrasshoppers to them!”
The branch had a bunch of grapes on it. Th o
put that branch on a pole. And two me The People Complain Again
carried it between them. They also carriel That night all the people in the camp
some pomegranates,* and figéThat place is egan yelling loudly2The people of
called the Eshcol* Valley, because that is ttisrael complained against Moses and Aaron.

Negev The desert area south of Judah. filled with many good things Literally, “flowing with milk and

descendants A person’s children and their future families. honey.”

pomegranates A red fruit with many small seeds inside it. EaclAnakite These people were famous for being big, powerful
seed is covered with the soft, juicy part of the fruit. fighters.

Eshcol This name is like the Hebrew word meaning “a buncNephilim A famous family of tall and powerful fighting men.
of grapes.” See Gen. 6:2-4.
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All the people came together and said know that you used your great power to bring
Moses and Aaron, “We should have died iyour people out of Egypt4And the people of
Egypt or in the deserfThat would have beenEgypt told the people in Canaan about it. They
better than being killed in this new lapgDid  already know you are the Lord. They know
the Lord bring us to this new land to be killethat you are with your people. They know that
in war? The enemy will kill us and take outhe people saw you. Those people know about
wives and children! It would be better for uthe special cloud. They know you use the
to go back to Egypt.” cloud to lead your people during the day. And
“Then the people said to each other, “Letthey know the cloud becomes a fire to lead
choose another leader and go back to Egyptyour people at nighti5So you must not kil
SMoses and Aaron bowed low to thithese people now. If you kill them, then all the
ground in front of all the people gatherenations that have heard about your power will
there.6Joshua and Caleb became very upssay, 16The Lord was not able to bring these

(Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son (people into the land he promised them. So the
Jephunneh were two of the men who explori| ord killed them in the desert.’

the land.)"These two men said to all of the 175 now, Master, show your strength!

people of Israel gathered there, “The land thshow it the way you said you wouldYou

we saw is very goodilt is a land filled with sajd, ‘The Lord is slow to become angry. The
many good things.* And if the Lord is please | orq is full of great love. The Lord forgives*
with us, then he will lead us into that lanCpegple who are guilty and break the law. But
And the Lord will give that land to uSS0 the | ord always punishes people who are
don't turn against the Lord! Don't be afraid 0gilty. The Lord punishes those people, and
the people in that land. We can defeat the pe 3150 punishes their children, their
They have no protection, nothing to ke€qrandchildren, and even their great-
them safe. But we have the Lord with us. $qrangchildren for those bad thingstsNow,

don't be afraid!” :
: show your great love to these people. Forgive
LAl of the people began talking aboueir iy Forgive them the same way you have

killing Joshua and Caleb with stones. But tt o - -
Glory of the Lord* appeared over the Meetin EZ;Btfﬁﬁ%iV&%vth em since the time they left

Tent* where all the people C-OULd seeliThe . 20The Lord answered, “Yes, | will forgive
Lord spoke to Moses. He said, "How long Wil o016 like you aske@But, | tell you the

these people continue to turn against m ,
: truth. As surely as | live and as surely as my
They show that they don't trust me. Thepower fills the whole earth, | make you this

show that they don' believe in my POV bromise!22None of the people I led out of

They refuse to believe me, even after | ha :
' Egypt will ever see the land of Canaan. Those
shown them many powerful signs. | have dorpeople saw my glory and the great signs that |

many great things among thea?l will kill - .
them all with a terrible sickness. | will destro'did I EGypt. And they saw the great things

them, and | will use you to make anothethat | did in the desert. But they disobeyed me
nation. And your nation will be greater an2nd tested me ten timesl made a promise to
their ancestors.* | promised that | would give

stronger than these people.”
13Then Moses said to the Lord, “If you gcthem that land. But none of these people who

hat. the Eavotians will hear itl Theturned against me will ever enter that land!
that, the Egyptians ear about it ©2uByt my servant Caleb was different. He

filled with many good things Literally, “flowing with milk and
honey.” forgives Or, “spares.”

Glory of the Lord One of the forms God used when heBut the Lord ... bad things Or, “The Lord credits the guilt of
appeared to people. Here this might be a bright, shining lig  the fathers to their children and grandchildren, to the third and
or it might be the tall cloud. fourth generation.”

Meeting Tent The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people cancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
Israel went to meet with God. grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
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follows me completely. So | will bring himmen.38But Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son
into the land that he has already seen. And of Jephunneh were among the men that were
people will get that lan@>The Amalekite and sent out to explore the land. And the Lord
the Canaanite people are living in the vallesaved those two men. They did not get the
So tomorrow you must leave this place. Csickness that caused the other ten men to die.
back to the desert on the road to the Red Se
The People Try to Go into Canaan
The Lord Punishes the People 39Moses told all these things to the Israelite

26The Lord said to Moses and Aarorpeople. The people were very, very sad.
2"How long will these bad people continue t40Early the next morning the people started to
complain against me? | have heard thego up to the high hill country. The people
complaints and their griping®So tell them, said, “We have sinned. We are sorry that we
‘The Lord says that he will surely do all thosdid not trust the Lord. We will go to the place
things to you that you complained about. Ththat the Lord promised.”
is what will happen to yoiZ%ou will die in  41But Moses said, “Why are you not
this desert. Every person who is 20 years (obeying the Lord’s command? You will not be
or older and was counted as one of my peojsuccessful42Don’t go into that land. The
will die. You complained against me, thi ord is not with you so your enemies will
Lord. 30So none of you will ever enter anieasily defeat youtThe Amalekite people and
live in the land that | promised to give yoLCanaanite people will fight against you there.

Only Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua Yoy have turned away from the Lord. So he
of Nun will enter that landtYou were afraid will not be with you when you fight them.

and complained that your enemies in that n¢and you will all be killed in battle.”

land would take your children away from you 448t the people did not believe Moses.
But | tell you that | will bring those childrenThey went toward the high hill country. But
into the land. They will enjoy the things théposes and the Box of the Lord's Agreement*
you refused to accep¥As for you people, dig not go with the peopleé5The Amalekite
you will die in this desert. _people and the Canaanite people living in the
33Your children will be shepherds here k|| country came down and attacked the people
the desert for 40 years. They will suffeqf |srae|. The Amalekites and the Canaanites

because you were not faithful to me. Thegasjly defeated them and chased them all the
must suffer until all of you lie dead in theyay to Hormah.

desert34For 40 years you will suffer for your
sins. (That is one year for each of the 40 de Rules About Sacrifices

that the men explored the land.) You wig ~The Lord said to Moseg'Speak to the
know that it is a terrible thing for me to b11 eople of Israel and say to them: | am

against you. iving you a land to be your home. When you
351 am the Lord, and | have spoken. And gnte? ¥hat land3you xwust give specizl
promise that | will do these things 0 all 0ytterings made by fire to the Lord. Their smel
these evil people. These people have Colyij nease the Lord. You will use your cows,
together against me. So they will all die he speen and goats for bumt offerings, sacrifices,

in this desert.” : . s .
36Those men that Moses sent to explore tgﬁgﬁhﬂspg?&g’él ;gﬁg:;/lsglfts, fellowship

new land were the ones that came back & s the time a person brings his offering, he

spread complaining among all the Istaeli o o154 give a grain offering to the Lord. The
people. Those men said that the people w
not strong enough to enter that lad@hose ,
men were responsible for spreading ”Box of the Lord’s Agreement Holy Box or ark of the

bl he | I le. So il Covenant,” the box containing the flat stones with the Ten
trouble among the Israelite people. So t Commandments written on them. These were proof of the

Lord caused a sickness to kill all of thos Agreement between God and the people of Israel.
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grain offering will be 8 cups* of fine flour dough for bread. You must give the first of
mixed with 1 quart* of olive oil5Each time that dough as a gift to the Lord. It will be like
you offer a lamb as a burnt offering, you muthe grain offering that comes from the
also prepare a quart of wine as a drink offerinthreshing floor.*21This rule will continue
6“f you are giving a ram, then you musforever, you must give the first of that dough
also prepare a grain offering. This graias a gift to the Lord.
offering should be 16 cups* of fine flour 22Now what should you do if you make a
mixed with 1 1/4 quarts* of olive oil’/And mistake and forget to obey one of the
you must prepare 1 1/4 quarts of wine ascommands that the Lord gave Mos@§Phe
drink oﬁerin_g. Its smell will please the Lord. [ ord gave these commands to you through
8You might prepare a young bull as iMoses. These commands started the day tha
burnt offering, a sacrifice, a fellowshitthe Lord gave them to you. And the
offering, or to keep a special promise to ttrcommands continue foreve#So, what do
Lord. 9At that time, you must also bring éyoy do if you make a mistake and forget to
grain offering with the bull. That grainghey all of these commands. If all the people
offering should be 24 cups* of fine flourof |Srael made that mistake, then together the
mixed with 2 quarts* of olive 0il%AlSo bring _neqple must offer one young bull as a burnt
2 quarts of wine as a drink offering. This Wil ffering to the Lord. Its'smell will please the
be an offering made by fire. Its smell wil| 5,4 “Aso0 remember to give the grain

please the Lord:'Each bull or ram, or [amb gffering ang the drink offering that must be
or young goat that you give 10 the Lord muigtrereq with the bull. You must also give a
be prepared in this way?Do this for every o goat as a sin offering.

one of these animals that you give. 25'S0 the priest must do the things that will

t¥That is the way every citizen of ISrae e the neqple pure.* He must do this for all
must give the offerings made by fire to plea:Of the people of Israel. The people did not

the Lord.14Foreigners will live among you. If -
those people give offerings made by fire lknow they were sinning. But when they
learned about it, they brought a gift to the
please the Lord, then they must offer them t : :
same way you ddsThe same rules will be for Lord. They brought the offering made by fire
everyone—the people of Israel and thand_the sin offering. So the people will be
foreigners living in your country. This law willforg“’en'26AII of the people of Israel and all
' the other people living among them will be

continue forever. You and the people livin foraiven. Thev will be foraiven b i
among you will be the same before the Lor'Org/V€N. 1€y Will bE Torgiven because they
did not know they were doing wrong.

16This means that you must follow the sar 2PBut if only one person makes a mistake

laws and the same rules. Those laws and ru . .
are for you people of Israel and for the oth:@nd sins, then he must bring a female goat that

N " is one year old. That goat will be the sin
pe%pTlﬁZVhLOO?ée;'X'iggt%mﬁg%gg%we|| the offering. 28The priest must do the things that
people of Israel these things: | am taking ycWill make the person pure.* That person made
to another land9hen you eat the food tha:@ Mistake and sinned before the Lord. But the
grows in that land, you must give part of thiPriest made that person pure, and he will be

food as an offering to the Lord%ou will forgiven.29That law is for every person who
gather grain and grind it into flour to mak‘makes a mistake and sins. The same law is for

the people born in the family of Israel and for

. the foreigners living among you.
8 cups Literally, “1/10 of an ephah.”

1quart Literally, “1/4 hin.”

16 cups Literally, “2/10 of an ephah.” threshing floor A place where grain is beaten or walked on to
11/4 quarts Literally, “1/3 hin.” remove the hulls from the grain.
24 cups Literally, “3/10 of an ephah.” make ... pure Or, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word means

2 quarts Literally, “1/2 hin.” “to cover,” “to hide,” or “to erase sins.”
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30‘But if a person sins and knows that he One who brought you out of Egypt. | did this
doing wrong, then that person is against tto be your God. | am the Lord your God.”
Lord. That person must be separated from | .
people. It is the same for a person born in ~ Some Leaders Turn Against Moses
the family of Israel or for a foreigner Iivingl 6§orah, Dathan, Abiram, and On turned
among you3IThat person did not think the gainst Moses. (Korah was the son of
Lord’'s word was important. He broke thilzhar. Izhar was the son of Kohath, and Kohath
Lord’s commands. That person must surely was the son of Levi. Dathan and Abiram were
separated from your group. That person brothers, the sons of Eliab. And On was the son

guilty and must be punished!*” of Peleth. Dathan, Abiram, and On were
descendants* of Reuber?Those four men
A Man Works on the Day of Rest gathered 250 other men from Israel together

32At this time, the people of Israel were stiand came against Moses. They were leaders
in the desert. It happened that a man fouthat had been chosen by the people. All the
some wood to burn. So the man was gatheripeople knew theniThey came as a group to
the wood, but it was the Sabbath* day. Sorspeak against Moses and Aaron. These men
other people saw him doing th#The people said to Moses and Aaron, “You have gone too
who saw him gathering the wood brought hifar—you are wrong! All the people of Israel
to Moses and Aaron. And all the peoplare holy—the Lord still lives among them! You
gathered arouncB4They kept the man thereare making yoyrself more important than the
because they did not know how they shourest of the Lord's people. _
punish him. ““When Moses heard these things, he bowed

35Then the Lord said to Moses, “The mahis face to the groundo show he was not
must die. All the people must throw stones b€ing proud SThen Moses said to Korah and
him outside the camp36So the people tookall his followers, “Tomorrow morning the
him outside the camp and killed him wit|Lord will show which person truly belongs to
stones. They did this the way that the Loiim. The Lord will show which person is truly

commanded Moses. holy. And the Lord will bring that person near
to him. Th_e Lo_rd will choose that man, and
God Helps His People Remember the Rules the Lord will bring that man near to hiSo

37The Lord said to Mose$&‘Speak to the Koran, you and all your followers should do
people of Israel. Tell them these thingyill  this: Tomorrow put fire and incense* in some
give you something to remember mSPecial pans. Then bring those pans before the
commands. Tie several pieces of threa(Lord. The Lord will choose the person who is

together and tie them in the corner of yoi'Uly Noly. You Levites have gone too far—

clothes. Put a piece of blue thread in each (YOl &€ wrong!” . .

of these tassels. You must wear these thir, -Moses also said to Korah, *You Levites,

now and foreverg8You will be able to look at ISt€N o me.#You should be happy that the

these tassels and remember all the comma G0 Of Israel chose you and made you special.

that the Lord has given you. Then you wi You are different from the rest of the Israehte
| people. The Lord brought you near to him to

obey the commands. You will not do wron : , ,
: . do the special work in the Lord’s Holy Tent*
by forgetting about the commands and dOIIto help the people of Israel worship him. Isn’t

the things that your own bodies and ey: ;
want. 40You will remember to obey all mythat enough?0The Lord brought you Levite

commands. Then you will be God’s specii
people.4l am the Lord your God. | am thedescendants A person's children and their future families.
incense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-smelling
smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.
That ... punished Literally, “His guilt is on him.” Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to live
Sabbath Saturday, a day of rest and worship for the Jews. among his people.
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people near to hifto help the priesisBut people are thinking.* Please don’t be angry at
now you are trying to become priests als all these people. Only one man really sinned.”
1You and your followers have joined togethe 23Then the Lord said to Mose&!Tell the
and turned against the Lord! Did Aaron dpeople to move away from the tents of Korah,
anything wrong? No! So why are yotDathan, and Abiram.”
complaining against Aaron?” 25Moses stood and went to Dathan and
12Then Moses called Dathan and Abiran‘Ablram. All the elders(leaders)of Israel
the sons of Eliab. But the two men said, “wifollowed him.26Moses warned the people,
will not come! 3You have brought us out of a_Move away from the tents of these evil men.
land filled with many good things.* You Don't touch anything that belongs to them! If
brought us to the desert to kill us. And now yoY0U do, then you will be destroyed because of

want to show that you have even more pow«thfgiYr Sins.”
over us14Why should we follow you? You did ., >0 the men moved away from the tents of

not bring us into the new land filled with man)}égirrgg{ vl\?ea;lttht%r}h;rntde rﬁ‘?'%@y ggégaonu t";‘ir&‘;
J e . , .
g?gr?wigggg%og 3%1'&”8&,%“&68Tﬁ;r}ieellggdo? t?{of their tents with their wives, children, and

: : little babies.
vineyards. Will you make these men you SR
slaves? Nol We will not come.” 8Then Moses said, “I will show you proof

1530 Moses became very angry. He said that the Lord sent me to do all the things | told

, A ) you. | will show you that all those things were
the Lord, "I never did anything wrong to thes o my own idea29These men here will die.
people. | never took anything from them—ncg if they die in a normal way—the way men

even a donkey! Lord, don't accept their gifts! ayays die—then that will show that the Lord
16Then Moses said to Korah, “You and agjid not really send mé9But if the Lord causes
your followers will stand before the Lorcthese men to die in a different way—
tomorrow. There will be Aaron and you an'something new—then you will know that these
your followers.17Each of you must bring amen have truly sinned against the Loffihis
pan, put incense* on it, and present it to ttis the proof; the earth will open and swallow
Lord. There will be 250 panor the leaders these men. They will go down to their grave
and one pan for you and one pan for Aaron.”still alive. And everything that belongs to these
1850 each man got a pan and put burniimen will go down with them.”
incense* on it. Then they stood at the entran  31\When Moses finished saying these things,
of the Meeting Tent.* Moses and Aaron alsthe ground under the men openédt was
stood therel9%orah also gathered all thelike the earth opened its mouth and swallowed
people together at the entrance of the Meetithem. All of Korah's men, their families, and
Tent. Then the Glory of the Lord* appeared teverything they owned went down into the
every person there. earth.33Those people went down into their
20The Lord said to Moses and Aarongrave alive. Everything they owned went with
21“Move away from these men! | want tcthem. Then the earth closed over them. They
destroy them now!” were finished—gone from the camp!
22But Moses and Aaron bowed to th 34The people of Israel heard the cries of the

round and cried Out, “God’ ou know Whemen being destroyed. So they all ran in
. Y different directions and said, “The earth will

kill us, too!”
filled with many good things Literally, “flowing with milk and 1 .
honey.” 35Then a fire came from the Lord and

incense Special dried tree sap. Bured to make a sweet-smelifiestroyed the 250 men who were offering the
smoke, it was offered as a gift to God. incense.*

Meeting Tent The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people ¢’
Israel went to meet with God.

Glory of the Lord One of the forms God used when heGod, ... thinking Literally, “God, God of the spirits of
appeared to people. This was like a bright, shining light. all people.”
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36The Lord said to Moses37-38Tell  46Then Moses said to Aaron, “Get your
Eleazar son of Aaron the priest to get all ttbronze* pan and some fire from the altar.*
incense* pans from the fire. Tell him to scattThen put incense* on it. Hurry to the group of
the coals and ashes. Those men sinned agépeople and do the things that will make the

me, and their sin cost them their lives. But tipeople pure.* The Lord is angry at them. The
incense pans are still holy.* The pans are hctrouble has already started.”

because they gave them to the Lord. Hamn 47-480 Aaron did what Moses said. Aaron

the pans into flat sheets. Use the metal shegot the incense* and the fire, and he ran to the
to cover the altar.* This will be a wamning ttmiddle of the people. But the sickness had
allgc;f the people of Israel.” already started among the people. So Aaron
So Eleazar the priest gathered together sigqq petween the dead peaple and the peaple
the bronze* pans that the men had broug yh were still alive. Aaron did the things to
Those men were all burned up, but the pamae the people pure.* And the sickness
were still there. Then Eleazar told some Mistopped there9But 14,700 people died from
E)outh?hrzmn%tg]lesﬁgg?slgtno t];l]%t ;T&%ngg?é‘ lthat sickness—and that is not counting the
, ' . people who died because of KorabSo, the
this the way the Lord commanded hIrterrible sickness was stopped and Aaron went

through Moses. This was a sign to help tl .
people of Israel remember that only a pers [la_g(r:]l:*to Moses at the entrance of the Meeting

from the family of Aaron should burn
incense* before the Lord. Any other persc

who burns incense before the Lord will di God Proves Aaron s the High Priest

like Korah and his followers 1 he Lord said to Mose$;Speak to the
' people of Israel. Get twelve wooden
Aaron Saves the People walking sticks from them. Get one from the

41The next day all the people of Israeleader of each of the twelve family groups.

complained against Moses and Aaron. Th\Write the name of each man on his walking
Said, “You killed the Lord'’s pe0p|e.” stick. 30n the stick from Levi, write Aaron’s

42Moses and Aaron were Standing at tfhame. There must be one stick for the head of

entrance of the Meeting Tent.* The peop/each of the twelve family groupdPut these
gathered together at that place to complewalking sticks in the Meeting Tent* in front
against Moses and Aaron. But when theof the Box of the Agreement.* This is the
looked toward the Meeting Tent, the clouplace where | meet with yodl will choose
covered it and the Glory of the Lord’one man to be the true priest. You will know
appeared theré3Then Moses and Aaron wenwhich man | choose because his walking stick
to the front of the Meeting Tent. will begin to grow new leaves. In this way, |
44The Lord said to Moseg>*Move away will stop the people from always complaining
from those people so that | can destroy theagainst you and me.”
now.” So Moses and Aaron bowed with the 6So Moses spoke to the people of Israel.
faces to the ground. Each of the leaders gave him a walking stick.
There were twelve walking sticks. There was
incense Special dried tree sap. Bumed to make a sweet-smeli@1€ Stick from each leader of each family

smoke, it was offered as a gift to God. group. One of the walking sticks belonged to
holy Set aside or chosen for a special purpose.
altar A table or raised area used for offering sacrifices.
bronze A metal. The Hebrew word can mean “copper, make ... pure Or, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word means

“bronze,” or “brass.” “to cover,” “to hide,” or “to erase sins.”
Meeting Tent The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people (Box of the Agreement Holy Box or “ark of the Covenant,” the
Israel went to meet with God. box containing the flat stones with the Ten Commandments

Glory of the Lord One of the forms God used when he  written on them. These were proof of the Agreement between
appeared to people. This was like a bright, shining light. God and the people of Israel.
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Aaron. 7Moses put the walking sticks beforicaring for the Meeting Tent.* All the work
the Lord in the Tent of the Agreement.* that must be done in the Tent will be done by
8The next day Moses entered the Tent. Fthem. No one else may come near the place
saw that Aaron’s walking stick, the stick fronwhere you are.
the family of Levi, was the one that had grow  5You are responsible for caring for the holy
new leaves. That walking stick had eve place and the altar.* | don’t want to become
grown branches and made almor0 Moses  angry with the people of Israel agafhmyself
brought out all the sticks from the Lord’schose the Levite people from among all the
place. Moses showed the walking sticks to tpeople of Israel. They are like a gift to you. |
people of Israel. They all |OOK€d at the StICkEgave them to you to serve the Lord and work
and each man took his own stick back. in the Meeting Tent.7But, Aaron, only you
10Then the Lord said to Moses, "Puand your sons may serve as priests. You are
Aaron's walking stickback into the Tenin  the only ones that can go near the altar. You
front of the Agreement.* This will be agre the only ones that can go inside the curtain
warning for these people who are alway into the Most Holy Plagel am giving you a
turning against me. This will stop theilgityour service as a priest. Anyone else that
complaining against me, so that | won'comes negmy, holy place must be killed.”
destroy them.1So Moses did what the Lord 8Then the Lord said to Aaron, “I myself

commanded him. S )
: «,,gave you responsibility over all the special
2The people of Israel said to Moses, "Wis yeqple give to me. All the holy* gifts

kﬂogv tt‘jat \{ve W'!jl Igf! We are Iost!hWe Will 2t the people of Israel give to me, | give to
all be estroyed=snny person who eveny,, yoy and your sons can share in these

comes near the Lord’s holy place will die. Is 7: :
. > gifts. They will always belong to yodThe
true that we wil all die? people will bring sacrifices, grain offerings,

The Work of the Priests and Levites sin offerings, and guilt offerings. Those

: “ offerings are most holy. Your share in the
1 Tgnes L;)rqg ;ﬁl 't%etopé\o%ﬁgr}h %?Jlrj’fgtﬂgrrmost holy offerings will come from the parts

family are now responsible for any wronnthat are not burned. All those things will be

things that are done against the holy placo" YOu and your songfEat those things only

You and your sons are responsible for wrorll the very holy place. Every male in your
things that are done against the pricélising |amily may eat them, but you must remember

the other Levite men from your family groy;that those offerings are holy. .
to join you. They will help you and yourgson[: 11*And all the gifts that the Israelite people

do your work in the Tent of the Agreement,d1vé as wave offerings will also be yours. |
SThose people from the family of Levi arediVe this to you and your sons and your
under your control. They will do all the workdaughters. This is your share. Every person in
that needs to be done in the Tent. But thyour family that is clean* will be able to eat it.
must not go near the things in the Holy Plact  'And | give you all the best olive oil and
or the altar.* If they do, then they will die—all the best new wine and grain. These are the

and you will die also4They will join you and things that the people of Israel give to me, the

work with you. They will be responsible forLord. These are the first things that they
gather in their harvest3When the people
gather a harvest, they bring all the first things
Tent of the Agreement The Holy Tent where the Box of the tg the Lord. So these things [ will give to you.
Agreement was kept.
Agreement Literally, “Proof.” The flat stones with the Ten
Commandments written on them. These were proof of tiMeeting Tent The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Agreement between God and the people of Israel. Israel went to meet with God.
Holy Place One of the rooms in the Holy Tent. holy Chosen or set aside for God.
altar A table or raised area used for offering sacrifices. clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship.
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And every person in your family that i« 2%The people of Israel will give one tenth

clean* may eat it. of everything they have. So | give that one
14Everything in Israel that is given to thetenth to all the descendants* of Levi. This is
Lord* is yours. their payment for the work that they do while

15‘A woman's first baby and an animal’<they serve at the Meeting Ten#2But the
first baby must be given to the Lord. Theother people of Israel must never go near that
baby wiil belong to you. If the firstbornMeeting Tent. If they do, then they must be
animal is unclean,* then it must be bouglPut to death23The Levite people who are
back. If the baby is a child, that child must kWorking in the Meeting Tent are responsible
bought back, That child will again belong to for @ny sins against it. This is a law that will
its family., 16They must make the paymencom'”“e forever. The Levite people will not
when the Jbaby is one month old. The cost w9€t @ny of the land that | promised to the other
be 2 ounces* of silver. You must use thP€OPIe of Israek4But the people of Israel wil
official measure* to weigh this silver. AgA'VS f”e.”te”.th otl;]e;/eryth;ng ttmy ?ﬁvel_to .Te-

e - «And | will give that one tenth to the Levite
Shfﬁglutt)yytgf %fﬂgltaln?te%s:krg I; ﬁg%reanf}sfo people. That is why | said these words about
the firstborn cow, sheep, or goat. ThOEthe Levite people: Those people will not get

animals are holy.* Sprinkle their blood on ththezgﬁg T&tdl ggl)g] gge&éggggggfaﬁftlos r%eel.
altar* and burn their fat. This is an offering ’

. evite people and tell them: The people of
made by fire. Its smell pleases the LORBUL |55/ will give one tenth of everything they

the meat from those animals will be your:oyn tg the Lord. That one tenth will belong to

be yours. And the right thigh from othetenth of that to the Lord as your offering.
offerings will be yours19Anything that the 27yoy will be given grain after it is harvested
people offer as holy gifts, |, the Lord, give tand juice from the winepress. Then that will
you. This is your share. | give it to you analso be your offering to the Lor@8In this
your sons and your daughters. This law wway, you will also give an offering to the Lord
continue forever. It is an agreement with ttin the same way that the other people of Israel
Lord that can’t be broken.* | make thisdo. You will get the one tenth that the people
promise to you and to your descendants.*” of Israel give to the Lord. And then you will
20The Lord also said to Aaron, “You willgive one tenth of that to Aaron the priest.
not get any of the land. And you will not owi2%When the people of Israel give you one
anything that the other people own. I, thtenth of everything that they own, then you
Lord, will be yours. The Israelite people wilshould choose the best and the holiest part of
get the land that | promised. But | am my githose things. That is the one tenth that you
to you. must give to the Lord.
30“Moses, tell the Levite people: The
people of Israel will give you one tenth of

clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship. ; e ;
given to the Lord  Things that were given to God and could nol;heIr harvest and of their wine. Then you will

be bought back. See Lev., 27:28-2, give the best part of that to the Lo@You
unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship. and your families can eat all that is left. This
2 ounces Literally, *5 shekels." is your payment for the work you do in the

official measure The standard measure used in the tabernacle R)ieeting Tent.*32And if vou alwavs give the
temple. ) y y

gerah(s) Or, “2/5 of an ounce.” best part of it to the Lord, then you will never
holy Chosen or set aside for God. be guilty. You will always remember that
altar A table or raised area used for offering sacrifices.
It is an agreement ... broken Literally, “It is an eternal, salt

agreement before the Lord.” Meeting Tent The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
descendants A person’s children and their future families. Israel went to meet with God.
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those gifts are the holy* offerings from theand again on the seventh day. If he does not

people of Israel. And you will not die.” do this, then he will remain uncleat?lf a
person touches a dead body, then that persor
The Ashes of the Red Cow is unclean. If that person stays unclean and

1 The Lord spoke to Moses and Aarorthen goes to the Holy Tent,* then the Holy
He said,2‘These are the laws from theTent becomes unclean. So that person must be

teachings that the Lord gave to the people separated from the people of Israel. If the

Israel. Get a red cow that has nothing wrorspecial water is not thrown on an unclean

with it. That cow must not have any bruise:person, then that person will stay unclean.

And that cow must never have worn a yoke 14This is the rule about people who die in

SGive that cow to Eleazar the priest. Eleaztheir tents. If a person dies in his tent, then

will take the cow outside the camp and Kill ieveryone in the tent will be unclean.* They

there.4Then Eleazar the priest must put sonwill be unclean for seven daytAnd every

of its blood on his finger and sprinkle some (ar or pot without a lid becomes uncledfif

the blood towards the Holy Tent. He must canyone touches a dead body, then that persor
this seven times2Then the whole cow mustyill be unclean for seven days. This is true if

be burned in front of him. The skin, the mesthe dead body is out in the field or if the

the blood, and the _intestines must all tperson was killed in war. Also, if anyone
burned.6Then the priest must take a ceditouches the bones from a dead person ther
stick, a hyssop* branch, and some red strirthat person is unclean.
The prieSt must throw those thlngs into th 17So you must use the ashes from the burnt
fire where the cow is burningThen the priest cow to make that person clean* again. Pour
must wash himself and his clothes with watéfresh water* over the ashes into a J8A clean
Then he must come back into the camp. Tperson must take a hyssop* branch and dip it
priest will be unclean* until eveningThe into the water. Then he must sprinkle it over
person who bums that cow must wash himsie tent, the dishes, and the people who were in
and his clothes in water. He will be uncleae tent, You must do this to anyone that
“”g!,l evening. . . touches a dead person’s body. You must do this
Then a person who is clean* will collecty, anyone that touches the body of someone
the ashes from the cow. He will put those ashyijieq in war and to anyone that touches a grave
in a clean place outside the camp. These asl ¢ tha pones from a dead person.
will be used when people must keep a Speci ™ 19-Then a clean* person must sprinkle this
cleremony to become clean. These ashes Vyaier on the unclean* person on the third day
asl%‘be used to remove aperson's sins. g again on the seventh day. On the seventr
: The person h""r;]‘? collleﬁted the C‘?l‘l"’t‘day, that person becomes clean. He must wast
ashes must wash his clothes. He Will Lyic’oi5hes in water. He will become clean in
the evening.

unclean* until evening.
This rule will continue forever. This rule is™ "4 person becomes unclean® and does
not become clean,* that person must be

for the citizens of Israel. And this rule is fo
. hola "
the foreigners living with you-if someone separated from the people of Israel. That
person was not sprinkled with the special

touches a dead person’s body, then he will
water. He did not become clean. So he might

unclean* for seven day$?He must wash
himself with the special water on the third damake the Holy Tent* unclea@ZThis rule will
be for you forever. If a person is sprinkled

holy - Chosen or set aside for God. _ with the special water, then he must also wash
yoke A piece of wood that joins two work animals together fo

pulling a wagon or plow.
hyssop A plant with fine branches and leaves used for sprinklirHoly Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to live
water or blood in cleansing ceremonies. among his people.
unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship. fresh water Literally, “living water.” This means fresh, flowing
clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship. water.
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his clothes. Any person who touches tflifted his arm and hit the rock twice. Water

special water will be unclean until evenincbegan flowing from the rock. And the people
22lf an unclean person touches someone eland their animals drank that water.

then that other person also becomes uncle 12But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron,

That person will be unclean until evening.” “All the people of Israel were gathered

S around. But you did not show me honor. You

Miriam Dies did not show the people of Israel that the

20The people of Israel arrived at the Zipower to make the water came from me. You

desert on the first month. The peopldid not show the people that you trusted in

stayed at Kadesh. Miriam died, and she wme. | will give those people the land that |

buried there. promised them. But you will not lead them
, into that land!”
Moses Makes a Mistake 13This place was called the waters of

2There was not enough water for the peofMeribah.* This was the place where the
at that place. So the people met together |sraelite people argued with the Lord. And

complain to Moses and AaroAThe people this was the place that the Lord showed them
argued with Moses. They said, “Maybe Wthat he was holy.

should have died in front of the Lord like ou
brothers did4Why did you bring the Lord's Edom Won't Let Israel Pass

people into this desert? Do you want us a 14while Moses was at Kadesh, he sent
our animals to die heréWhy did you bring some men with a message to the king of
us from Egypt? Why did you bring us to thigdom, The message said: “Your brothers, the
bad place? There is no grain. There are pegple of Israel, say to you: You know about
figs, grapes, or pomegranates.* And there 3| the troubles that we have hadMany,
no water to drink. many years ago our ancestors* went down

6So Moses and Aaron left the crowd Cjptq Egypt. And we lived there for many
people and went to the entrance of thyears The people of Egypt were cruel to us.
Meeting Tent.* They bowed down to thiggt we asked the Lord for help. The Lord
?r(#]md, and the Glory of the Lord* appeareéneard us and sent an angel to help us. The
0 Inem. Lord has brought us out of Egypt.

"The Lord spoke to Moses. He sditGet the —«\oy e arge here at Kadgeysph, where your
Speciajwalking stick. Take your brother Aaror 5 peginstPlease let s travel through your

and the crowd of people and go to that 10Cq,niry “We will not travel through any fields

Speak to the rock in front of the people. Thea inevards, We will not drink water from any
water will flow from the rock. And you can give ¢ your wells. We will travel only along the

that water to the people and to their animals.” King’s Road. We will not leave that road to

. ?E‘r‘ft ‘(’J"falt‘;]iggl_g:gk%ﬁg ttrc])ngtor:Z \TVZ?I%i’mthe-right or to the left. We will stay on the road
stick like the Lord saidl0Moses and Aaron‘untll we have traveled through your country.

told the people to meet together in front of - Ut the King of Edom answered, *You
old the people to meet together in front of th, " %avel through our land. If you try to
rock. Then Moses said, “You people ar

- : . travel through our land, then we will come
always complaining. Now listen to me. | wil

m 1] .

travel along the main road. If our animals
pomegranates A red fruit with many small seeds inside it. Eachgrink any of your water, we will pay you for it.
seed is covered with the soft, juicy part of the fruit.
Meeting Tent The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people ¢
Israel went to meet with God. Meribah  This name means “argument,” or “rebellion.”
Glory of the Lord One of the forms God used when heancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
appeared to people. This was like a bright, shining light. grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.



181 NUMBERS 20:20-21:13
We only want to walk through your countrymade them prisoneréThen the people of

We don't want to take it for ourselves.” Israel made a special promise to the Lord:
20But again Edom answered, “We won’“Lord, please help us defeat these people. If
allow you to come through our country.”  you do this, then we will give their cities to

Then the king of Edom gathered a largeyou. We will totally destroy them.”
and powerful army and went out to figh 3The Lord listened to the people of Israel.
against the people of Isra@l The king of And the Lord helped the people of Israel to
Edom refused to let the people of Israel travdefeat the Canaanite people. The people of
through his country. And the people of Israilsrael completely destroyed the Canaanite
turned around and went another way. people and their cities. So that place was

_ named Hormah.*
Aaron Dies

22Al1 the people of Israel traveled from The Bronze Snake
Kadesh to Mount HoZz3Mount Hor was near  4The people of Israel left Mount Hor and
the border of Edom. The Lord said to Mosetraveled on the road that goes to the Red Sea
and Aaron2# It is time for Aaron to die and They did this to go around the country of
go to be with his ancestors.* Aaron will noEdom. But the people became impatient.
enter the land that | promised to the people 5They began complaining against God and
Israel. Moses, | say this to you because bcMoses. The people said, “Why did you bring
you and Aaron did not fully obey theus out of Egypt? We will die here in the
command | gave you at the waters of Meribadesert! There is no bread! There is no water!

25'Now, bring Aaron and his son Eleazar uAnd we hate this terrible food!”
to Mount Hor.26Take Aaron’s special clothes 6So the Lord sent poisonous snakes among
from him and put those clothes on his scthe people. The snakes bit the people, and many
Eleazar. Aaron will die there on the mountaiiof the people of Israel diedThe people came
And he will go to be with his ancestors.*”  to Moses and said, “We know that we sinned

2iMoses obeyed the Lord’s commancwhen we spoke against the Lord and against
Moses, Aaron, and Eleazar went up on Mouyou. Pray to the Lord. Ask him to take away
Hor. All the people of Israel watched them githese snakes.” So Moses prayed for the people.
28Moses removed Aaron’s special clothes ai  8The Lord said to Moses, “Make a bronze*
put those clothes on Aaron’s son Eleazesnake and put it on a pole. If any person is
Then Aaron died there on top of the mountaibitten by a snake, then that person should look
Moses and Eleazar came back down tlat the bronze snake on the pole. Then that
mountain.29ll the people of Israel learnedperson will not die.”So Moses obeyed the
that Aaron was dead. So every person in IsriLord. He made a bronze snake and put it on a

mourned* for 30 days. pole. Then when a snake bit any person, that
person looked at the bronze snake on the pole
War with the Canaanites and lived.

2 The Canaanite king of Arad lived in th .
Negev.* He heard that the people ¢ The Trip to Moab

Israel were coming on the road to Atharim. & 1The people of Israel left that place and

the king went out and attacked the people camped at ObotfiThen they left Oboth and

Israel. Arad captured some of the people ac@mped at lye Abarim in the desert east of
Moab. 12They left that place and camped in

. _ Zered Valley13Then they moved and camped
ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person's parents

grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
mourn  To show sadness for a person who died. In ancient IsriHormah ~ This name means “completely destroyed,” or “a gift
people often cried very loudly, wore special clothes, and p  given totally to God.” See Lev. 27:28-29.
ashes on their head to show their sadness. bronze A metal. The Hebrew word can mean “copper,”
Negev The desert area south of Judah. “bronze,” or “brass.”
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across from the Arnon River in the deser 24But the people of Israel killed the king.

This river started at the Ammonite borde Then they took his land from the Arnon River

The valley was the border between Moab ato the Jabbok River. The people of Israel took

the Amorites.14That is why these words arcthe land as far as the Ammonite border. They

written in the Book of the Wars of the Lord: stopped at that border because it was strongly
. . defended by the Ammonite peopklsrael
Véil'easn gfvt\{%hgﬁl (;ﬂlga?\%ht%g, h?”nsdbthe took all the Amorite cities and began living in
he v)z:llle o that Ioad 10 the Tow of Xr them. They even defeated the city of Heshbon
T Iy t the border of Moab.” and all the small towns around #Heshbon

€Se places are at the border ot Moab.™ \yas the city where Sihon, the Amorite king,

16The people of Israel left that place anlived. In the past, Sihon had fought with the

traveled to Beer.* This was the place with ttking of Moab. Sihon had taken the land as far

well. This was the place where the Lord saas the Arnon Rive2That is why the singers

to Moses, “Bring the people together here asing this song:

| will give them watelr.”17Then the people of Go in and build Heshbon again!

Israel sang this song:

Make Sihon’s city strong.
“Well, flow with water! 28 A fire began in Heshbon.
Sing about it! That fire began in Sihon’s city.
18 Great men dug this well. The fire destroyed Ar, Moab.
Important leaders dug this well. It burned the hills above Arnon River.
They dug this well with their staffs 29 ltis bad for you, Moab.
and walking sticks. 'You lost Chemosh’s* people.
ltis a gift in the desert.*” His sons ran away. .
. His daughters were taken prisoners
:So the people called that well “Mattangh. by Sihon, king of the Amorites.

19The people traveled from Mattanah t 30 Byt we defeated those Amorites.
Nahaliel. Then they traveled from Nahaliel t We destroyed their towns
Bamoth.20The people traveled from Bamotl from Heshbon to Dibon,

to the Valley of Moab. In this place the top ¢ from Nashim to Nophah, near Medeba.

the Pisgah Mountain looks over the desert. ,
31So the people of Israel made their camp

Sihon and Og in the land of the Amorite people.
21The people of Israel sent some men  3?Moses sent some men to look at the town

Sihon, the king of the Amorite people. Thof Jazer. After Moses did this, the people of
men said to the kin@2‘Allow us to travel Israel captured that town. They captured the
through your country. We will not go throug|small towns that were around it. The people of
any field or vineyard. We will not drink wateilsrael forced the Amorite people who were
from any of your wells. We will travel onlylving there to leave.
along King's Road. We will stay on that roa 3Then the people of Israel traveled on the
until we have traveled through your country.’oad toward Bashan. Og, the king of Bashan, got
23But King Sihon would not allow the his army and marched out to meet tht_a people of
people of Israel to travel through his countrISra€l. He fought against them at Edrei.
The king gathered together his army ar 2‘But the Lord said to Moses, “Don’t be
marched out to the desert. He was marchingafraid of that king. 1 will allow you to defeat
fight against the people of Israel. At Jahaz, thim. You will take his whole army and all his

kina's armv fouaht against the people of Israeland. Do the same to him as you did to Sihon,
9 ytoughtag peop the Amorite king that lived in Heshbon.”

Beer This Hebrew name means “Well.”
giftin the desert In Hebrew this is the name “Mattanah.” Chemosh Chemosh was the god of the Moabite people.
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3550 the people of Israel defeated Og and I 10Balaam said to God, “The king of Moab,
army. They killed him and his sons and all hiBalak son of Zippor, sent them to give me a
army. Then the people of Israel took all his lanimessageliThis is the message: A new nation

of people has come out of Egypt. There are so
Balaam and the King of Moah many people that they cover the land. So,
2 Then the people of Israel traveled to trcome and speak against these people. Ther
ordan Valley in Moab. They campeimaybe | will be able to fight them and force
near the Jordan River across from Jericho. them to leave my land.” _
2-Balak son of Zippor saw all the things 12But God said to Balaam, “Don’t go with
that the people of Israel had done to tithem. You must not speak against those
Amorite people,The king of Moab was very people. They are my people.” _
afraid, because there were so many people *3The next morning Balaam got up and said
Israel. Moab was really scared of them. ~ t0 leaders from Balak, “Go back to your own

4The Lking o]j Moab said to the leaders o-country. The Lord will not let me go with yOU."
Midian, “This large group of people will _ *%So the leaders of Moab went back to
destroy everything around us, the way a ccBalak and told him th|s.”They said, “Balaam
eats all the grass in a field.” refused to come with us.

Balak son of Zippor was the king of Moal_, 1°50 Balak sent other leaders to Balaam.
at this time.5He sent some men to cal This time he sent many more than the first
Balaam son of Beor. Balaam was at Peth(ime. And these leaders were much more
near the Euphrates River. This was whe/Mportant than the first ones he sethey
Balaam’s people lived.* This was Balak'<¥ént to Balaam and said: *Balak son of
message: “A new nation of people has corZIPPOr Says this to you: Rlea;se don't let
out of Egypt. There are so many people thanything stop you from coming?l will pay

they cover all the land. They have campeYOU Very much if you will do what | ask.*
next to meSCome and help me. These peop Come and speak against these people for me.

18 Lot Ve
are too powerful for me. | know that you hav Balaam gave Balak’s officials his answer.

He said, “I must obey the Lord my God. |
?ﬁ?ﬁ; g Orgegb gny(t)g t?]lierﬁs Zr?g rﬁcogbhhi?) 32 19But you can stay here tonight like the other
against a person, then bad things happenmen did. And during the night I will learn

: . hat the Lord wants to tell me.”
him. So come and speak against these pe0|W 9 :
Maybe then | will be able to defeat them “That night, God came to Balaam. God

Then I can force them to leave my country.” said, “These men have come again to ask you

. to go with them. So you can go with them.
The leaders of Moab and Midian left. The : ?
went to talk to Balaam. They carried WitlBUt do only the things that | tell you to do.
them money to pay him for his service.* The Balaam and His Donkey

they told him what Balak had said. 21The next mormin
; " g, Balaam got up and put
8Balaam said to them, "Stay here for thy saqgle on his donkey. Then he went with

night. 1 will talk to the Lord and tell you thee |eaders of Moali2Balaam was riding on
answer he gives me.” So the leaders of Mopis gonkey. Two of his servants were with

stayed there with Balaam that night. him. While Balaam was traveling, God
%God came to Balaam and asked, “Who apecame angry. So the Lord's angel stood in
these men with you? the road in front of Balaam. The angel was
going to stop* Balaam.
This ... lived Or, “This was the land of the Ammonites.” 23Balaam’s donkey saw the Lord’s angel

for his service Or, “for the things he needed to make curses.” Istanding in the road. The angel was holding a
ancient times, when people asked bad things to happen °

other people, they often wrote the curses on special bowls
used them in ceremonies. They did this to try to force thol will pay ... 1 ask O, “I will honor you very much.”
bad things to happen. See Deut. 18:10. stop Or, “oppose” or “accuse.”
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sword in his hand. So the donkey turned frowould have killed you already. And | would

the road and went into the field. Balaam couhave let your donkey live.”

not see the angel. So he was very angry w  34Then Balaam said to the Lord's angel, ‘I

the donkey. He hit the donkey and forced it have sinned. | did not know that you were
go back on the road. standing in the road. If | am doing wrong, then

24 ater, the Lord’s angel stood at a plac! will go back home.” ,

where the road became narrow. This w:. 3°Then the Lord’s angel said to Balaam,
between two vineyards. There were walls ('NO! You can go with these men. But be

both sides of the road5Again the donkey careful. Speak only the words that | will tell

saw the Lord's angel. So the donkey walkeYOU (0 say.” So Balaam went with the leaders

very close to one wall. This crushed Balaan-that Balak had sent. .
foo% against the wall. So Balaam hit hi__Balak heard that Balaam was coming. So

donkey again Balak went out to meet him at the Moabite
: ; : :
26L ater the Lord’s angel stood at anoth(oWn* near the Arnon River. This was at the

olace. This was another place where the rCnorthern border of his countr§?"When Balak

saw Balaam, he said to him, “I asked you
became narrow. There was no place where ’ L
donkey could go around himPThe donk(-:-bmret totc%nhe. Id_tglqtyou it was \éery, V,‘i“(
could not turn to the left or to the righifThe mporiant, Wy didn 1 you come fo me:

, might not be able to pay you now.”
donkey saw the Lord's angel. So the donk ?88a|aam answere%l,y‘%ut | am here now. |

lay down with Balaam sitting on top of it came, but I might not be able to do the thing
Balaam was very angry at the donkey. S0 yoy asked. | can only say the words that the
hit it with his Walkmg stick. Lord God tells me to Say."
28Then the Lord caused the donkey t  39Then Balaam went with Balak to Kiriath
speak. The donkey said to Balaam, “Why aHuzoth. 40Balak killed some cattle and some
you angry at me? What have | done to yoisheep as his sacrifice. He gave some of the
You have hit me three times!” meat to Balaam and some to the leaders that
29Balaam answered the donkey, “You hawwere with him.
made me look foolish. If | had a sword in m  41The next morning Balak took Balaam to
hand, | would kill you right now!” the town of Bamoth Baal. From there, they
30But the donkey said to Balaam, “Look, could see part of the Israelite camp.
am your own donkey! You have ridden me fc

many, many years. And you know that | ha Balaam's First Message
never done this to you before!” Balaam said, “Build seven altars* here.
“That is true,” Balaam said. And prepare seven bulls and seven rams

31Then the Lord allowed Balaam to see tifor me.” 2Balak did the thing that Balaam
angeL The Lord’s ange| was Standing in t[aSked. Then Balak and Balaam k|”ed a ram

road, holding a sword in his hand. Balaa@nd @ bull on each of the altars.

32Then the Lord’s angel asked Balaan1€&' this altar.* I will go to another place.

“Why did you hit your donkey three times? Then the Lord will come” to me, and he will
am the one that came to stop* you. But just tell me what | must say.” Then Balaam went

time,* 33your donkey saw me and turned aweaV\gay to a higher place.
. God came to Balaam at that place. And
from me. That happened three times. If ttB | id “ h q ltars. *
donkey had not turned away, | probabl dlaam said, | Nave prepared Seven anars.
' And | have killed a bull and a ram as a
sacrifice on each altar.”
stop Or, “oppose” or “accuse.”
But just in time Literally, “Just as the path in front of me
dropped away, ..." or, “Because you are not doing right, .. Moabite town Or possibly, “Ar Moab.”
The Hebrew is very hard to understand. altar(s) A table or raised area used for offering sacrifices.
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5Then the Lord told Balaam what he shoull 15So Balaam said to Balak, “Stay here by
say. Then the Lord said, “Go back to Balak anthis altar.* | will go meet with God over at
say these things that | have given you to say.” that place.”

6So Balaam went back to Balak. Balak we  18So the Lord came to Balaam and told
still standing near the altar.* And all theBalaam what to say. Then the Lord told
leaders of Moab were standing there witBalaam to go back to Balak and say those
them.7Then Balaam said these things: things. ’So Balaam went to Balak. Balak was

_ still standing near the altar.* The leaders of

Balak king of Moab brought me here  Moab were there with him. Balak saw Balaam

from the eastern mountains of Aram.  coming and said, “What did the Lord say?”

Balak said to me,
“Come, speak against Jacob* for me.
Come, speak against the people
of Israel.”
8 But God is not against those people,
So | can't speak against them either!
The Lord has not asked for bad things to
happen to those people.
So | can't do that either.
9 | see those people from the mountain.
| see them from the high hills.
Those people live alone.
They are not part of another nation.
10 Who can count Jacob’s people?
They are as many as the grains of dust
No one can count even a fourth of
the people of Israel.
Let me die like a good man.
Let my life end as happy as theirs!

11Balak said to Balaam, “What have yo
done to me? | brought you here to spe:
against my enemies. But you have onl
blessed them!”

12But Balaam answered, “I must say th
things that the Lord tells me to say.”

13Then Balak said to him, “So come with m
to another place. At that place you can see m
of those people. You can't see all of them—yc
can only see part of them. Maybe from thi
place you can speak against them for S0
Balak led Balaam to Watchmen Hills.* This
was on top of Mount Pisgah. At that plact
Balak built seven altars.* And then Balak kille
a bull and a ram on each altar as a sacrifice.

altar(s) A table or raised area used for offering sacrifices.
Jacob This is another name for Israel.
Watchmen Hills  Or, “the fields of Zophim.”

Balaam's Second Message
18Then Balaam said these things:

“Stand up, Balak, and listen to me.
Hear me, Balak son of Zippor.
19 God is not a man;
he will not lie.
God is not a human being;
his decisions will not change.
If the Lord says he will do something,
then he will do it.
If the Lord makes a promise,
then he will do the thing he promised.
20 The Lord told me to bless those people.
The Lord blessed them,
so | cannot change that.

21 God saw no wrong in Jacob’s people.
God saw no sin in the people of Israel.
The Lord is their God,

and he is with them.
The Great King is with them!
22 God brought those people out of Egypt.
They are as strong as a wild ox.
23 There is no power that can defeat
the people of Jacob.*
There is no magic that can stop
the people of Israel.
People will say this about Jacob
and about the people of Israel:
‘Look at the great things God did"
24 The people are as strong as a lion.
They fight like a lion.
And that lion will not rest,
until he has eaten his enemy.
And that lion will not rest,
until he drinks the blood
of the people who are against him.”

25Then Balak said to Balaam, “You didn't

ask for good things to happen to those people.
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But you didn’t ask for bad things to happen
them either!”

26Balaam answered, “I told you before th
| can only say the things that the Lord tells n
to say.”

2MThen Balak said to Balaam, “So com
with me to another place. Maybe God will b
pleased and will allow you to curse them froi
that place.”8So Balak led Balaam to the to
of Mount Peor. This mountain looks out ove
the desert.

29Balaam said, “Build seven altars* here
Then prepare seven bulls and seven rams
the altars.”30Balak did the thing that Balaan
asked. Balak offered the bulls and rams «
the altars.

2

Balaam’s Third Message

Your king will be greater than king Agag.
Your kingdom will be very great.

8 “God brought those people out of Egypt.
They are as strong as a wild ox.
They will defeat all their enemies.
They will break their bones
and shatter their arrows.
9 “Israel is like a lion,
curled up and lying down.
Yes, they are like a young lion,
and no one wants to wake him!
Any person who blesses you
will be blessed.
And any person who speaks against you
will have great troubles.”

10Balak became very angry at Balaam. Balak

said to Balaam, “I called you to come and

Balaam saw that the Lord wanted tspeak against my enemies. But you have
less Israel. So Balaam did not try tblessed them. You have blessed them three

change that by using any kind of magic. Btimes.INow leave and go home! | told you
Balaam turned and looked toward the desethat | would give you a very good payment. But
2Balaam looked out across the desert and sthe Lord has caused you to lose your reward.”

all the people of Israel. They were campe

12Balaam said to Balak, “You sent men to

with the family groups in their different areasme. Those men asked me to come. But | told
Then the Spirit of God came to BalastAnd them,1¥Balak can give me his most beautiful

Balaam said these words:

house filled with silver and gold. But I can still

— : say only the things that the Lord commands
This message is from Balaam son of Beo me to say. | cannot do anything myself, good
| am speaking about things | see clearly. o pad. | must say what the Lord commands.”

4 | heard this message from God.

Surely you remember that | told your men

| humbly tell what | clearly see.

own people. But | will give you this warning. |

5 “People of Jacob, your tents are beautifull Will tell you what these people of Israel will
People of Israel, your homes are beautifudo to you and your people in the future.

6 You are like gardens
planted by the streams.
You are like gardens
growing by the rivers.
You are like sweet-smelling bushes
planted by the Lord.
You are like beautiful trees
growing by the water.
7 You will always have enough water,
enough water for your seeds to grow.

altar(s) A table or raised area used for offering sacrifices.
God All-Powerful  Literally, “El Shaddai.”

Balaam's Last Message
15Then Balaam said these things:

“This message is from
Balaam son of Beor.
| am speaking about things | see clearly.
| heard this message from God.
| learned what God Most-High taught me.
| saw what God All-Powerful*
showed me.
| humbly tell what | clearly see.
17 | see the Lord coming, but not now.
| see him coming, but not soon.

16
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A star will come from Israel at Peor
the family of Jacob.* 2 The people of Israel were camped near
A new ruler will come from Acacia. At that time, the men began
the people of Israel. doing sexual sins* with Moabite women.
That ruler will crush the heads 2-3The Moabite women invited the men to
of the Moabite people. come and join in their sacrifices to their false
That ruler will crush the heads gods. So the Israelites joined in worshiping
of all the sons of Sheth.* those false gods—they ate the sacrifices and
18 Israel will grow strong! worshiped those gods. At that place, the
He will get the land of Edom. people of Israel began worshiping the false
He will get the land of Seir,* his enemy.god, Baal of Peor. And the Lord became very
19 *A new ruler will come from angry at them.

4The Lord said to Moses, “Get all the
: leaders of these people. Then kill them so that
Th@%r:llﬁlrevmltﬂ:?téiczy Ehe people all the people can see.* Lay their bodies
Y before the Lord. Then the Lord will not show
20Then Balaam saw the Amalekite peoplhis anger against all the people of Israel.”
and said these words: 550 Moses said to Israel's judges, “Each of
. . : you must find the men in your family group
Amalek is the strongest of all nations. 4t have led people to worship the false god,
But even Amalek will be destroyed!”  gaq| of Peor. Then you must kill those men.”
21Then Balaam saw the Kenite people ar At the time, Moses and all the elders
he said these words: (leaders)of Israel were gathered together at
. _ _ the entrance to the Meeting Tent.* An Israelite
You believe that your country is saf€,  man prought a Midianite woman home to his
like a bird's nest high on a mountain. - pyrothers.* He did this where Moses and all the
22 But you Kenite* people will be destroyed, jeaders could see. Moses and the leaders wert
just like the Lord destroyed Cain*  yery sad7Phinehas was the son of Eleazar and
Assyria will make you prisoners. the grandson of Aaron the priest. Phinehas saw
23Then Balaam said these words: this man bring the woman into camp. So
_ . Phinehas left the meeting and got his spear.
“No person can live when God does this. 8He followed the Israelite man into the tent.
24 Ships will come from Cyprus.* Then he used the spear to kill the Israelite man
They will defeat Assyria and Eber*  and the Midianite woman in her tent.* He
But those ships will also be destroyed.”pushed the spear through both of their bodies.
25Then Balaam got up and went back homAt that time, there was a great sickness among
And Balak went his own way. the Israelite people. But when Phinehas killed
these two people, the sickness stoppféd.
total of 24,000 people died from that sickness.

the family of Jacob.*

Jacob This is another name for Israel.
sons of Sheth Or, “Seth.” Seth was Adam’s third son. This
might be like the phrases “son of Man (Adam)” and “son csexual sins Sexual sin was often part of the worship of false

Enosh” and mean simply “all those people.” gods. So this can mean that the men were unfaithful to their
Seir - Another name for Edom. wives and also that they were unfaithful to God by worshiping
nest, Kenite, Cain A play on words. The names “Cain” and  false gods.

“Kenite” are like the Hebrew word meaning “nest.” so that all the people can seeLiterally, “before the sun.”

Cyprus Literally, “Kittim.” This might be Cyprus, Crete, or Meeting Tent The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
other places west of Israel in the Mediterranean Sea. Israel went to meet with God.

Eber This might mean the people living west of the Euphrat¢brothers  Or, “family.”
River, or it might mean the “Hebrews,” the descendants her tent This was probably a special tent that showed this
Eber. See Gen. 10:21. woman was a prostitute serving the false god Baal of Peor.
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10The Lord said to Mosed!’l have strong  SThese are the people from Reuben’s
feelings for my people—I want them tcfamily. (Reuben was the firstborn* son of
belong only to me! Phinehas son of Eleazilsrael(Jacob)) The families were:
son of Aaron the priest, saved the people : .
Israel from my anger. He did this by showin ~ Hanoch—the Hanochite family.
those feelings for my people. So | will not kil Pallu—the Palluite family.
the people like | wanted td2Tell Phinehas Hezron—the Hezronite family.
that | am making a peace agreement with hi ~ Carmi—the Carmite family.

13This is the agreement: He and all of h 7Those were the families in Reuben’s family

family that live after him will always be group, There was a total of 43,730 men.
priests. Why? Because he had strong feelir™ spa||y's son was EliateEliab had three

thel 4peop|e of Israel pure.* ... Remember, Dathan and Abiram were the two
4The Israelite man who was killed with thejeqers that tumed against Moses and Aaron.
Midianite woman was named Zimri Son 0 tpey followed Korah when Korah tumned
Salu. He was the leader of a family in SImeon oainet the Lordi0That was the time when
family groEp.15Andk;|?e name of th‘?*M'dr:an'te the earth opened and swallowed Korah and all
woman who was killed was Cozbi.* She Waof his followers. And 250 men died! That was

the daughter of Zur. Zur was the head of a warning to all the people of IsraélBut the
family and leader of a Midianite family group. ... o people who were from the family of
16The Lord said to Mose$™The Midianite Korah did not die

people are your enemies. You must kill ther . - ,
18They have already made you their enemitf 12_|These are the families from Simeon’s
They tricked you at Peor. And they tricke amily group:

you with the woman named Cozbi.* She we Nemuel—the Nemuelite family.
the daughter of a Midianite leader. But st Jamin—the Jaminite family.

was killed when the sickness came to tl Jakin—the Jakinite family.
Israelite people. That sickness was caus 13 Zerah—the Zerahite family.
because the people were tricked ini Shaul—the Shaulite family.

worshiping the false god Baal of Peor.”
ping d 14Those were the families in Simeon’s

The People Are Counted family group. There was a total of 22,200 men.

2 After the great Sickness’ the Lord Sp0|. 15These are the families in Gad's famlly

0 Moses and Eleazar son of Aaron tt9roup:
priest.2He said, “Count the people of Israe Zephon—the Zephonite family.
Count all the men who are 20 years old or olc Haggi—the Haggite family.
and list them by families. These are the m Shuni—the Shunite family
who are able to serve in the army of Israel.” 16 9zni_the Oznite family '

3At this time the people were camped in tt Eri—the Erite family '
Jordan Valley in Moab. This was near th 47 . ot

. . Arodi—the Arodite family.
Jordan River, across from Jericho. So Mos - - :
. Areli—the Arelite family.

and Eleazar the priest spoke to the peop
They said#You must count every man whc  18Those were the families in Gad's family
is 20 years old or older. The Lord gave Mosgroup. There was a total of 40,500 men.
this command.” Here is the list of the peop 19-20These are the families in Judah’s
of Israel that came out of Egypt: family group:

made ... pure Or, “atoned.” The Hebrew word means “to
cover,” “to hide,” or “to erase sins.” firstoorn  The first child born into a family. The firstborn son
Cozbi This name is like the Hebrew word meaning “my lie.” was very important in ancient times.
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Shelah—the Shelanite family. daughters names were Mahlah, Noah,
Perez—the Perezite family. Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.
Zerah—the Zerahite family.

(Two of Judah's sons, Er and Onan, died 34Those are all the families in Manasseh’s

family group. The total number of men was

in Canaan.) 52700
21 These are the families from Perez: 35The families in Ephraim’s family group
were:

Hezron—the Hezronite family.
Hamul—the Hamulite family. Shuthelah—the Shuthelahite family.

22Those were the families from Judah’ Beﬁer—thhe Bel;erit_e f?mibl/.
family group. The total number of men wa  'ahan—the Tananite family.

76,500. ' 3 Eran was from Shuthelah’s family. Eran’s
23The families in Issachar’s family group family was the Eranite family.
were:
. . 3Those were the families in Ephraim’s
Tola—the Tolaite family. family group. The total number of men was
Puah—the Puite family. 32,500. Those are all the people who came
24 Jashub—the Jashubite family. from Joseph'’s family groups.
Shimron—the Shimronite family. 38The families in Benjamin’s family group

25Those were the families from Issachar WeTe:
family group. The total number of men wa Bela—the Belaite family.

64,300. | Ashbel—the Ashbelite family.
26The families in Zebulun’s family group Ahiram—the Ahiramite family.
WEre. 3 Shupham—the Shuphamite family.
Sered—the Seredite family. Hupham”—the Huphamite family.
Elon—the Elonite family. 40" The families from Bela were:
Jahleel—the Jahleglite family. Ard—the Ardite family.

. Naaman—the Naamanite family.
2Those were the families from Zebulun' y

family group. The total number of men wa 41Those were all the families in Benjamin's
60,500. family group. The total number of men was
28]Joseph’s two sons were Manasseh a149,600.
Ephraim. Each son became a family group wit 42The families in Dan’s family group were:
its own families 20Manasseh'’s families were: Shuham—the Shuhamite family group.
Makir—the Makirite family. (Makir was That was the family group from Dan’s
_ the father of Gilead.) family group.43There were many families in
Gilead—the Gileadite family. the Shuhamite family group. The total number
The families from Gilead were: of men was 64,400.
lezer—the lezerite family. 44The families in Asher’s family group were:
Helek—the Helekite family.
31 Asriel—the Asrielite family.
Shechem—the Shechemite family.
32 Shemida—the Shemidaite family.
Hepher—the Hepherite family. 45 The families from Beriah were:

3

o

Imnah—the Imnite family.
Ishvi—the Ishvite family.
Beriah—the Beriite family.

33 Zelophehad was the son of Hepher. But f Heber—the Heberite family.
had no sons—only daughters. His Malkiel—the Malkielite family.
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46(Asher also had a daughter named Seraborn in Egypt. Amram and Jochebed has two
4Those were the families in Asher's famil'sons, Aaron and Moses. They also had a
group. The total number of men was 53,400.daughter, Miriam.
48The families from Naphtali's family ~60Aaron was the father of Nadab, Abihu,
group were: Eleazar, and Ithama#1But Nadab and Abihu
, . died. They died because they made an offering
Jahzeel—the Jahzeelite family. to the Lord with fire that was not allowed.
" Guni—the Gunite family. 62The total number of men from Levi's
Jezer—the Jezerite family. family group was 23,000. But these men were
Shillem—the Shillemite family. not counted with the other people of Israel.

50Those were the families from Naphtali:They did not get a share of the land that the
family group. The total number of men walord gave to the other people.

45,400. 63Mloses and Eleazar the priest counted all
5130 the total number of men of Israel w:these people. They counted the people of Israel
601,730. while they were in the Jordan Valley in Moab.

52The Lord said to Mose§3The land will This was near the Jordan River across from

ivi i Jericho.64Many years before, in the Sinai
P:mﬂl)y lgfodug TNdi||géveﬁnehoojgﬁsgnpde?grleé||E§desert, Moses and Aaron the priest counted the
the people who were counte®A large people of Israel. But all those people were
family will get much land, and a small famihgead.?None of those people were still alive.
will get less land. The land that they get wi_-"y? Because the Lord told those people of
be equal to the number of people who WeIsrael that they would all die in the desert. The
counted5%But you must use lots* to decigenly two men who were left alive were Caleb

which family gets which part of the land. EacS" of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun.
family group will get its share of the land Zelophehad's Daughters
And that land will be given the name of the

family group.s6Land will be given to each27Ze|ophehad was the son of Hepher,

. , Hepher was the son of Gilead. Gilead
family—large and small. And you will throw : -
lots to make the decisions.” was the son of Makir. Makir was the son of

5TThey also counted Levi's family group.ManaSSEh' Manasseh was the son of Joseph.

- . . Zelophehad had five daughters. Their names
These are the families from Levi's family group; ara Manhlah. Noah Hoglah, Milcah, and

Gershon—the Gershonite family. Tirzah. 2These five women went to the
Kohath—the Kohathite family. Meeting Tent* and stood before Moses,
Merari—the Merarite family. Eleazar the priest, the leaders, and all the

s ., people of Israel.
S8These are also families from Levi's' The five daughters sai@“Our father died

family group: while we were traveling through the desert.
The Libnite family. Our father died a natural death. He was not
The Hebronite family one of the men that joined Korah'’s group.
The Mahlite family ' (Korah was the man who turned against the
The Mushite family. Lord.) But our father had no sonsThis

means that our father’'s name will not
continue. It is not fair that our father's name
Amram was from the Kohath family groupwill not continue. His name will end because
59Amram’s wife was named Jochebed. Sthe had no sons. So we ask you to give us some
was also from Levi's family group. She waof the land that our father’s brothers will get.”

The Korahite family.

lots  Sticks, stones, or pieces of bone used like dice for makiMeeting Tent The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
decisions. See Proverbs 16:33. Israel went to meet with God.
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550 Moses asked the Lord what he shotbefore Eleazar the priest and all the people.
do.6The Lord said to him{“The daughters of Then make him the new leader.
Zelophehad are right. They should share t 2%Show the people that you are making
land with their father's brothers. So give thethim leader,* then all the people will obey him.
the land that you would have given to the2!f Joshua needs to make a decision, then he
father. will go to Eleazar the priest. Eleazar will use

8‘So make this law to the people of Israethe Urim* to learn the Lord's answer. Then
‘If a man has no son, and he dies, theJoshua and all the people of Israel will do the

everything he owns should be given to hthings God says. If he says, ‘go to war,’ then
daughter.9If he has no daughter, therthey will go to war. And if he says, ‘go home,

everything he owns should be given to hthen they will go home.”
brothers.10f he has no brothers, ther 2?Moses obeyed the Lord. Moses told Joshua

everything he owns should be given to h0 stand before Eleazar the priest, and all the

father's brotherslf his father had no People of Israek3Then Moses put his hands on

given to the closest relative in his family. Thithis the way the Lord had told him.
should be a law among the people of Isra

. \ Daily Offerings
The Lord gives this command to Moses. 2 Then the Lord spoke to Moses. He said,

“Give this command to the people of
Israel. Tell them to be sure to give the grain
offerings and sacrifices to me at the right time.
Those are the offerings made by fire. Their
smell will please the Lord3These are the
offerings made by fire that they must give to
the Lord. Every day they must give 2 lambs
that are one year old. There must be nothing

Joshua Is the New Leader

12Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go up o
one of mountains in the desert east of tl
Jordan River. There you will see the land tha
am giving to the people of IsradRAfter you
have seen this land, then you will die like yot
brother Aaronl4Remember when the peopls

became angry at the water in the desert of Zwrong with them 40ffer one of the lambs in
Both you and Aaron refused to obey Myne morning, and offer the other lamb at
command. You did not honor me and show “twilight.* 5Als0 give a grain offering of 8
people tha£ I 'am holy.” (This was at the waltc e+ of fine flour mixed with 1 quart* of olive
of Meribah* near Kadesh in th? desert of Zin. | » 6(They started giving the daily offerings at
ISMoses said to the Lord5The Lord is nount Sinai, They were offerings made by fire.
the God who knows what people are thinkinThejr smell pleased the Lord7The people
Lord, I pray that you will choose a leader fcmyst also give the drink offerings that go with
these people.*7l pray that the Lord will the offerings made by fire. They must give 1
choose a leader that will lead them out of thquart* of wine with every lamb. Pour that drink
land and bring them into the new land. Theoffering on the altayin the Holy Place. This is
the Lord’s people will not be like sheeja gift to the Lord.80ffer the second lamb at
without a shepherd.” twilight.* Offer it just like the morning
18So the Lord said to Moses, “Joshua son offering. Also give the drink offering that goes
Nun will be the new leader. He is very wise.
Make him the new leade¥¥Tell him to stand

Show ... leader Literally, “Give him some of your glory.”

Urim  Used together with the Thummim to learn God's answer
water of Meribah  Or, “water of rebellion”. to questions. They were probably like lots—stones, sticks, or
The Lord ... these people Literally, “May the Lord, the God of  bones that were thrown like dice to make decisions.

the spirits of all people, appoint a man for this community.” twilight ~ The time after the sun goes down, but before dark.
Joshua ... is very wise Literally, “Take Joshua son of Nun. He 8 cups Literally, “1/10 of an ephah.”

is @ man with a spirit in him.” This might mean that Joshua w:1 quart Literally, “1/4 hin.”

very wise, or it might mean that God’s Spirit was with him.  twilight = The time after the sun goes down, but before dark.



NUMBERS 28:9-31 192
with it. This will be an offering made by fire. meeting on the first day of this holiday. You

Its smell will please the Lord.” will not do any work on that day-You will
. give burnt offerings to the Lord. The burnt
Sabbath Offerings offerings will be 2 bulls, 1 ram, and 7 lambs

9On the Sabbath,* you must give 2 lambthat are one year old. There must be nothing
that are one year old. There must be nothiwrong with them20-2You must also give a
wrong with them. You must also give a graigrain offering of 24 cups* of fine flour mixed
offering of 16 cups* of fine flour mixed withwith olive oil with each bull, and 16 cups* of
olive oil, and a drink offeringoThis is a fine flour mixed with oil with the ram, and 8
special offering for the day of rest. Thicups* of fine flour mixed with oil for each
offering is in addition to the regular dailylamb.22You must also give 1 male goat. That

offering and drink offering.” goat will be a sin offering to make you pure.*
, 23You must give those offerings in addition to
Monthly Meetings the morning burnt offerings that you give

1*On the first day of each month you wil every day.
offer a Special burnt offering to the Lord. Thi 24In the same way, each day for seven
offering will be 2 male bulls, 1 ram, and "days, you must give the offerings made by fire
lambs that are one year old. There must to the Lord and the drink offerings that go
nothing wrong with them!2With each bull, with them. The smell of these offerings will
you must give a grain offering of 24 cups* cplease the Lord. The offerings will be food
fine flour mixed with olive oil. And with the for the people You must give these offerings
ram, you must give a grain offering of 1ij addition to the burnt offerings that you give
cups* of fine flour mixed with olive oil. every day.
L3Also give a grain offering of 8 cups* of fine  25Then. on the seventh dagf this holiday,

flour mixed with olive oil with each lamb.yoy will have another special meeting. You
This will be an offering made by fire. Its Sme il not do any work on that day.

will please the Lord4The drink offering will

be 2 quarts* of wine with each bull, 1 1/« Festival of Weeks (Pentecost)

quarts* of wine with the ram, and 1 quart* 0 - 26:At the Festival of Firstfruits* (the Festival
wine with each lamb. That is the burnof eeks) use the new crops to give a grain
offering that must be offered each and eveffering to the Lord. At that time, you must
month of the year'Iin addition to the regular yiso ¢l a special meeting. You must not do
daily burnt offering and drink offering, youany work on that da@?You must offer a burnt
must aiso give 1 male goat to the Lord. Thtering. |t will be an offering made by fire. Its
goat will be a sin offering. smell will please the Lord. You must offer 2
bulls, 1 ram, and 7 lambs that are one year old.
There must be nothing wrong with them.
28You must also give 24 cups* of fine flour
mixed with oil with each bull and 16 cups*
with each ram2%nd 8 cups* with each lamb.
30You must also sacrifice 1 male goat to make
you pure.*3You must give those offerings in
addition to the daily burnt offerings and the
grain offering you give with them. Be sure

Passover

16The Lord’s Passover will be on the 14t
day of the first month17The Festival of
Unleavened Bread begins on the 15th day
that month. This holiday lasts for seven day
The only bread you can eat is bread ma
without yeast.18You must have a specia

Sabbath Saturday, a day of rest and worship for the Jews.
16 cups Literally, “2/10 of an ephah.”

24 cups Literally, “3/10 of an ephah.” make ... pure Or, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word means
8 cups Literally, “1/10 of an ephah.” “to cover,” “to hide,” or “to erase sins.”

2 quarts Literally, “1/2 hin.” Firstfruits ~ Grain, such as wheat, and other crops that began to
11/4 quarts Literally, “1/3 hin.” ripen around May and June. The first crops harvested were

1quart Literally, “1/4 hin.” given to God.
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there is nothing wrong with the animals or trAtonement.* This will also be in addition to
drink offerings that you give with them. the daily sacrifice and its grain offerings and
drink offerings.
Festival of Trumpets

2 ‘There will be a special meeting on th
irst day of the seventh month. You wil
not do any work on that day. That is the d¢
for blowing the trumpet.2You will offer burnt
offerings. Their smell will please the Lord
You will offer 1 bull, 1 ram, and 7 lambs tha

are one year old. There must be nothing W0 otfarings made by fire. Their smell will please
with them.3You will also offer 24 cups” of g Lo?d. You wiﬁ/oﬁer 13 bulls, 2 ramg, and
fine flour mixed with oil with the bull, 16 14 |ambs that are one year old. There must be
cups* with the ramfand 8 cups* with €ach of hothing wrong with themt4You must also
the 7 lambs°Also, offer 1 male goat for a singffer 24 cups* of fine flour mixed with oil

offering to make you pure.8Those offerings with each of the 13 bulls, 16 cups* with each
are in addition to the New Moon* sacrifice anof the 2 ramsi5and 8 cups* with each of the
its grain offering. And they are in addition (14 lambs16You must also offer 1 male goat.
the daily sacrifice and its grain offerings anThis must be in addition to the daily sacrifice
drink offerings. Those must be done accorditand its grain offerings and drink offerings.

to the rules. They must be offerings made | 17On the second dayf this holiday, you

Festival of Shelters

12There will be a special meeting on the
15th day of the seventh monifThis will be
the Festival of Shelters.’You must not do
any work on that day. You must celebrate a
special holiday for the Lord for seven days.
13You will offer burnt offerings. They will be

fire. Their smell will please the Lord. must offer 12 bulls, 2 rams, and 14 lambs that
are one year old. There must be nothing
The Day of Atonement wrong with them.18You must also give the

7There will be a special meeting on thfight amount of grain and drink offerings with

tenth day of the seventh month. During th'tyr:‘feerbllj”;’alrgrggétagg ;aggr??f?gﬁn;nu%i??ust
* .

(rjniystyr?gt rgg iatn;Ovtloerak'}Y?Jﬂvai(ljlogfferAgl?rn){olbe in addition to the daily sacrifice and its

offerings. Their smell will please the Lorg &M offerings and drink offerings.

~20On the third day,of this holiday, you
You must offer 1 bull, 1 ram, and 7 lambs thiy, ot otfer 11 hulls, 2 rams, and 14 lambs that
are one year old. There must be nothir

: o are one year old. There must be nothing
wrong with them.3You must also offer 24 yrong with them 21You must also give the
cups* of fine flour mixed with olive oil with ight amount of grain and drink offerings with
the bull, 16 cups* with the rard%nd 8 cups* the pylis, rams, and lamb&2You must also
with each of the 7 lamb&LYou will also offer give 1 goat as a sin Offering. This must be in

1 male goat as a sin offering. This will be iaddition to the daily sacrifice and its grain
addition to the sin offering for the Day 0'offerings and drink offerings.
23'On the fourth dayof this holiday, you
must offer 10 bulls, 2 rams, and 14 lambs that

are one year old. There must be nothin
blowing the trumpet  Or, “shouting.” This might mean that this y g

is a day for shouting and being happy.

24 cups Literally, “3/10 of an ephah.” Day of Atonement Also called “Yom Kippur'—a very
16 cups Literally, “2/10 of an ephah.” important holiday for the Jews. On this day, the high priest
8 cups Literally, “1/10 of an ephah.” went into the Most Holy Place and did the ceremony that
make ... pure Or, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word mean  atoned ¢overed or eraséche sins of the people.
“to cover,” “to hide,” or “to erase sins.” Festival of Shelters Also called “Succoth” or “Feast of
New Moon The first day of the Jewish month. This was ¢ ~ Tabernacles.” At this time in ancient Israel, Jewish people
special day of worship. traveled to Jerusalem and camped out in tents and temporary

you ... food Literally, “You will humble your souls.” shelters to help them remember their time in the Sinai desert.
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wrong with them.24You must also give theofferings are in addition to any special gift
right amount of grain and drink offerings wittyou might want to give to the Lord and any
the bulls, rams, and lamb&You must also offering that is part of any special promise
give 1 male goat as a sin offering. This muyou make.”

be in addition to the daily sacrifice and it 40Moses told the people of Israel about all of

grain offerings and drink offerings. the things that the Lord had commanded him.
26‘0On the fifth day,of this holiday, you . .
must offer 9 bulls, 2 rams, and 14 lambs th Special Promises

are one year old. There must be nothiIBOMoses spoke with all the leaders of the
wrong with them.27You must also give the Israelite family groups. Moses told
right amount of grain and drink offerings witithem about these commands from the Lord:
the bulls, rams, and lamb&You must also  2“If a person wants to make a special
give 1 male goat as a sin offering. This mupromise to God, or if that person promises to
be in addition to the daily sacrifice and itgive something special to God, then let him do
grain offerings and drink offerings. that thing. But that person must do exactly
2%‘On the sixth dayof this holiday, you what he promises!
must offer 8 bulls, 2 rams, and 14 lambs th  3‘A young woman might still be living in
are one year old. There must be nothirher father's house. And that young woman
wrong with them.30You must also give themight make a special promise to give
right amount of grain and drink offerings fosomething to the Lorckf her father hears
the bulls, rams, and lamb$tYou must also about the promise and agrees, then the young
give 1 male goat as a sin offering. This muwoman must do the thing she promiseBiut
be in addition to the daily sacrifice and itif her father hears about the promise and does
grain offerings and drink offerings. not agree, then she is free from her promise.
32'0On the seventh dayf this holiday, you She does not have to do the thing she
must offer 7 bulls, 2 rams, and 14 lambs thpromised. Her father stopped her, so the Lord
are one year old. There must be nothirwill forgive her.
wrong with them.33You must also give the 6°A woman might make a special promise to
right amount of grain and drink offerings witlgive something to the Lord and then get
the bulls, rams, and lamb%You must also married.’If the husband hears about the
give 1 male goat as a sin offering. This mupromise and doesn't object, then the woman
be in addition to the daily sacrifice and itmust do the thing she promise®But if the
grain offerings and drink offerings. husband hears about the promise and refuses to
3%The eighth dayof this holiday is a very let her keep her promise, then the wife does not
special meeting for you. You must not do arhave to do the thing she promised. Her hushand
work on that day36You must offer a burnt broke the promise—he did not let her do the
offering. It will an offering made by fire. Itsthing she said. So the Lord will forgive her.
smell will please the Lord. You must offe  9°A widow* or a divorced woman might
1 bull, 1 ram, and 7 lambs that are one yemake a special promise. If she does, then she
old. There must be nothing wrong with thenmust do exactly what she promiseldA
37You must also give the right amount cmarried woman might make a promise to give
grain and drink offerings with the bull, ramsomething to the Lordif her hushand hears
and lambs38You must also give 1 male goaabout the promise and lets her keep her promise,
as a sin offering. This must be in addition then she must do exactly what she promised.
the daily sacrifice and its grain offerings arShe must give everything she promiségut if
drink offerings. her husband hears about the promise and
39At the special holidays you must brin¢refuses to let her keep the promise, then she
your burnt offerings, grain offerings, drink
Oﬁe”ngs’ and fe”QWShIID offerings. You MUSyidow(s) Women whose husbands have died. Often these
give those offerings to the Lord. ThoS  women had no one to take care of them.
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does not have to do what she promised. It dc  9The people of Israel took the Midianite
not matter what she promised, her husband (women and children as prisoners. They also
break the promise. If her husband breaks ttook all their sheep, cows, and other things.
promise, then the Lord will forgive het3A 10Then they burned all their towns and
married woman might promise to givevillages.11They took all the people and
something to the Lord, or she might promise animalstzand brought them to Moses, Eleazar
do without something,* or she might makithe priest, and all the other people of Israel.
some other special promise to God. TtThey brought all of the things they took in war
husband can stop any of those promises, andto the camp of Israel. The people of Israel
husband can let her keep any of those promiswere camped in the Jordan Valley in Moab.
14How does the husband let his wife keep hThis was on the east side of the Jordan River
promises? If he hears about the promises cacross from Jerichd3Then Moses, Eleazar
does not stop them, then the woman must the priest, and the leaders of the people went
exactly what she promisetBut if the husband out of the camp to meet with the soldiers.
hears about the promises and stops them, t  14Moses was very angry against the leaders
he is responsible for breaking her promises.*” of the army. He was angry against the
16Those are the commands that the Lo commanders of 1,000 men and against the
gave to Moses. Those are the commancommanders of 100 men that came back from

about a man and his wife, and about a fattthe war.5Moses said to them, “Why did you
and his daughter that is still young and livinlet the women live26These are the women

at home in her father's house. who caused the men of Israel to turn away
‘ . - from the Lord during the Balaam incident—
Israel Fights Back Against the Midianites that time at Peor. The disease will again come

3 The Lord spoke to Moses. He sait, to the Lord's peoplel’Now, kill all the

will help the people of Israel get eveiMidianite boys. And kill all the Midianite
with the Midianites. After that, Moses, yotwomen who had lived with a man. Kill all the
will die.*” Midianite women who have had sexual

3S0 Moses spoke to the people. He sairelations with any mart8You can let all the
“Choose some of your men to be soldiers. Tlyoung girls live—but only if they never had
Lord will use those men to get even with thsexual relations with any matPAnd then, all
Midianites.4Choose 1,000 men from each cof you men who killed other people must stay
the family groups of IsraekThere will be a outside the camp for seven days. You must
total of 12,000 soldiers from the familystay outside the camp even if you just touched
groups of Israel.” a dead body. On the third day, you and your

6Moses sent those 12,000 men to war. tprisoners must make yourselves pure. You
sent Phineas, the son of Eleazar the priemust do the same thing again on the seventh
with them. Phineas took the holy things arday.20You must wash all of your clothes. You
the horns and trumpets with hiffthe people Must wash anything made with leather, wool,
of Israel fought the Midianites like the LorcOr wood. You must become pure.
had commanded. They killed all of the 2Then Eleazar the priest spoke to the
Midianite men.8Among the people that theysold|ers. He said, “Those are the rules that the
killed were Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba-Lord gave to Moses. Those rules are about

the five kings of Midian. They also killegSoldiers coming back from wa#-2But the
Balaam son of Beor with a sword. rules for things that can be put in the fire are

different. You must put gold, silver, bronze,
iron, tin, or lead into the fire. And then wash
do without something Literally, “humble her soul.” Usually those things with water and they will be pure.
this means to make the body suffer in some way, such as Hythings cannot be put in fire. then you must
not eating food. . . !
he ... her promises Literally, “he carries her guilt.” still wash them with wateR4On the seventh

you will die  Literally, “you will be gathered to your people.” day you must wash all of your clothes. Then
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you will become pure. After that you caiservants, have counted our soldiers. We have
come into camp.” not missed any of them%o we are bringing
25Then the Lord said to Mose8¢You, the Lord's gift from every soldier. We are
Eleazar the priest, and all the leaders shoibringing things that are made of gold—arm
count all of the prisoners, animals, and all bands, bracelets, rings, earrings, and necklaces.
the things that the soldiers took in waiThen This gift to the Lord is to make us pure.*”
divide those things between the soldiers tt 51So Moses took all of those things made
went to war and the rest of the people from gold and gave them to Eleazar the
Israel.28Take part of those things from thipriest.52The gold that the leaders of 1,000
soldiers that went to war. That part wilmen and the leaders of 100 men gave to the
belong to the Lord. The Lord’s share is orLord weighed about 420 pounds®8The
thing for every 500 things. This include soldiers kept the rest of their share of the
people, cows, donkeys, and sheéflake things they took in wa4Moses and Eleazar
those things from the soldiers’ half of ththe priest took the gold from the leaders of
things they took in war. Then give thos1,000 men and the leaders of 100 men. Then
things to Eleazar the priest. That part withey put that gold in the Meeting Tent.* This
belong to the Lord30And then, from the present was a memorial* before the Lord for
people’s half, take one thing for every 5the people of Israel.
things. This includes people, cows, donkey
sheep, or any other animal. Give that share ~ Family Groups East of the Jordan River
the Levites. Why? Because the Levites ta 3 The family groups of Reuben and Gad
care of the Lord’s Holy Tent.” had many, many cows. Those people
31So Moses and Eleazar did what the Lolooked at the land near Jazer and Gilead. They
commanded Mose§?The soldiers had takersaw that this land was good for their cod®o
675,000 sheep3372,000 cows3461,000 the people from the family groups of Reuben
donkeys,3%and 32,000 women. (Those arand Gad came to Moses. They spoke to Moses,
only the women who had not had sexuEleazar the priest, and the leaders of the
relations with any manJ36The soldiers that people3-4They said, “We, your servants, have
went to war got 337,500 sheefiThey gave many, many cows. And the land that we have
675 sheep to the Lor@8The soldiers got fought against is a good land for cows. This
36,000 cows. They gave 72 cows to the Lotland includes the area around Ataroth, Dibon,
39The soldiers got 30,500 donkeys. They gaJazer, Nimrah, Heshbon, Elealeh, Sibmah*
61 donkeys to the Lord'0The soldiers got Nebo, and Beorflf it pleases you, we would
16,000 women. They gave 32 women to tllike this land to be given to us. Don't take us
Lord. 4IMoses gave all of those gifts for thito the other side of the Jordan River.”
Lord to Eleazar the priest, like the Lord ha 6Moses told the people from the family

commanded him. groups of Reuben and Gad, “Will you let
42Then Moses countedthe people’s half. your brothers go and fight while you settle
This was their share that Moses had taken frthere?7Why are you trying to discourage the
the soldiers that had gone to wéThe people people of Israel? You will make them not
got 337,500 shee#36,000 cows330,500 want to cross the river and take the land that

donkeys*6and 16,000 womertFor every 50 the Lord has given to therYour fathers did
things, Moses took one thing for the Lord. Th
included the am_mals and the peo.ple' Then make ... pure Or, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word means
gave those thmgs to the Levites. Why “to cover,” “to hide,” or “to erase sins.”
Because they took care of the Lord’s Hol420 pounds Literally, “16,750 shekels.”
Tent. Moses did this like the Lord commande Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
4 Israel went to meet with God.
8Then the leadeés hOf lthedarmy (thel Ieadememorial Something that helps people remember things that
over 1,000 men and the leaders over 100 M apnened in the past.

came to Mose%9They told Moses, “We, your sibmah Or, “Sebam.”
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the same thing to me. In Kadesh Barnea | stagainst the Lord. And know for sure that you
spies to look at the lan8Those men went aswill be punished for your sir?4Build cities for
far as Eshcol Valley. They saw the land. Anyour children and barns for your animals. But
those men discouraged the people of Israthen, you must do what you promised.”
Those men made the people of Israel n  25Then the people from the family groups
want to go into the land that the Lord haof Gad and Reuben said to Moses, “We are
given to them10The Lord became very angryyour servants. You are our master. So we will
at the people. The Lord made this promisdo what you say260ur wives, children, and
1'None of the people who came from Egyyall our animals will stay in the Gilead cities.
and are 20 years old or older will be allowe2/But we, your servants, will crogie Jordan
to see this land. | made a promise {River, We will march before the Lord into
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. | promised battle, like our master says.”
give this land to these people. But they ha' 2850 Moses, Eleazar the priest, Joshua son
not truly followed me,So they will not get of Nun, and all the leaders of the family
this land. 120nly Caleb son of Jephunneh thgroups of Israel heard them make that
Kenizzite and Joshua son of Nun trul promise.2%Moses said to them, “The people
followed the Lord" of Gad and Reuben will crosthe Jordan

13The Lord was very angry against thiRiver. They will march before the Lord into
people of Israel. So the Lord made the peoybattle. They will help you take the land. And
stay in the desert for 40 years. The Lord mayou will give the land of Gilead as their part
them stay there until all the people who heof the country30They promise to help you
sinned against the Lord were de&tAnd now take the land of Canaan.”
you are doing the same thing that your fathe 31The people of Gad and Reuben answered,
did. You sinful people, do you want the Lor“We promise to do what the Lord
to be even more angry against his peop®? commanded32We will cross the Jordan
you quit following the Lord, then the LordRiver, and march before the Lord into the land
will make Israel stay even longer in the deseof Canaan. And our part of the country is the
Then you will destroy all of these people!”  land east of the Jordan River.”

16But the peoplefrom Reuben’s and Gad's 33So Moses gave that land to the people of
family groups went to Moses. They said, “WeGad, to the people of Reuben, and to half of
will build cities for our children and barns folManasseh’s family group. (Manasseh was
our animals heret’Then our children can beJoseph’s son.) That land included the kingdom
safe from the other people that live in thiof Sihon the Amorite and the kingdom of Og,
land. But we will gladly come and help theking of Bashan. That land included all the
other people of Israel. We will bring them ticities around that area.
their land.18We will not come back home 34The people of Gad built the cities of
until everyone in Israel has taken his part Dibon, Ataroth, Aroer35Atroth Shophan,
the land19We won't take any of the land wesJazer, Jogbehali®Beth Nimrah, and Beth
of the Jordan River. No! Our part of the lanHaran. They built cities with strong walls, and
is east of the Jordan River.” they built barns for their animals.

20So Moses told them, “If you do all of thes  37The people of Reuben built Heshbon,
things, then this land will belong to you. BuElealeh, Kiriathaim38Nebo, Baal Meon, and
your soldiers must go before the Lord intSibmah. They used the names of the cities that
battle.2Your soldiers must cross the Jordathey built again. But they changed the names
River and force the enemy to leave the count of Nebo and Baal Meon.
22After the Lord helps us all take the land, the  3%People from Makir's family group, went
you can go back home. Then the Lord arto Gilead. (Makir was Manasseh’s son.) They
Israel will not think that you are guilty. Therdefeated the city. They defeated the Amorites
the Lord will let you have this lan&@But if you that lived there40So Moses gave Gilead to
don't do these things, then you will be sinninMakir from Manasseh’s family group. So his
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family settled there4lJair, from the family of ~ 13The people left Dophkah and camped at
Manasseh, defeated the small towns the Alush.
Then he called them Towns of JaitNobah  14The people left Alush and camped at
defeated Kenath and the small towns near Rephidim. At that place, there was no water
Then he called that place by his own name. for the people to drink.
15The people left Rephidim and camped in
Israel’'s Journey from Egypt the Sinai desert.
3 Moses and Aaron led the people ¢ 16The people left the Sinai desert and
Israel out of Egypt in groups.* Here arcamped at Kibroth Hattaavah.
the places they travele@Moses wrote about 17The people left Kibroth Hattaavah and
the places they traveled. Moses wrote ticamped at Hazeroth.
things that the Lord wanted. Here are tI 18The people left Hazeroth and camped at
places they traveled and when they left: Rithmah.
30n the 15th day of the first month, the 19The people left Rithmah and camped at
left Rameses. That morning after PassoviRimmon Perez.
the people of Israel marched out of Egypt wi 20The people left Rimmon Perez and
their arms raisegn victory,. All the people of camped at Libnah.
Egypt saw themiThe Egyptians were burying 21The people left Libnah and camped at
all of the people that the Lord killed. The'Rissah.
were burying all of their firstoorn’sons. The  22The people left Rissah and camped at
Lord had shown his judgment against ttKehelathah.
gods* of Egypt. 23The people left Kehelathah and camped at
5The people of Israel left Rameses arMount Shepher.
traveled to SuccothéFrom Succoth they 24The people left Mount Shepher and
traveled to Etham. The people camped therecamped at Haradah.
the edge of the deserfThey left Etham and  25The people left Haradah and camped at
went to Pi Hahiroth. This was near BaiMakheloth.
Zephon. The people camped near Migdol.  26The people left Makheloth and camped at
8The people left Pi Hahiroth and walke Tahath.
through the middle of the sea. They wel 27The people left Tahath and camped at
toward the desert. Then they traveled for thr Terah.
days through the Etham desert. The peoj 28The people left Terah and camped at
camped at Marah. Mithcah.
9The people left Marah and went to Elir  29The people left Mithcah and camped at
and camped there. There were 12 springs Hashmonah.

water and 70 palm trees there. 30The people left Hashmonah and camped
10The people left Elim and camped near tlat Moseroth.

Red Sea.* 31The people left Moseroth and camped at
1IThe people left the Red Sea* and campBene Jaakan.

in the Zin desert. _ 32The people left Bene Jaakan and camped
12The people left the Zin desert and campiat Hor Haggidgad.
at Dophkah. 33The people left Hor Haggidgad and
camped at Jothathah.
group(s) Or, “division(s).” This is a military term that shows b34The peOple left Jotbathah and Camped at

Israel was organized like an army. Abronah.

firstborn  The first child bom into a family. The firstborn son  35The people left Abronah and Camped at

was very important in ancient times. inon Geber.

gods This might be the false gods of Egypt or here it migh .
mean the king and other powerful leaders in Egypt. 36The people left Ezion Geber and Camped

Red Sea Or, “Reed Sea.” See 1 Kings 9:26. at Kadesh, in the Zin desert.
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3The people left Kadesh and camped which family gets each part of the country.
Hor. This was the mountain at the border (Large families will get large parts of the land.
the country Edom38Aaron the priest obeyedSmall families will get small parts of the
the Lord and went up Mount Hor. Aaron dieland. The lots will show which family gets
at that place. Aaron died on the first day of ttwhich part of the land. Each family group
fifth month. That was the 40th year after trwill get its part of the land.
people of Israel had left EgyfAaron was  5%You must force those other people to
123 years old when he died on Mount Hor. leave the country. If you let those people stay

40Arad was a town in the Negev,* in thein your country, then they will bring many
land of Canaan. The Canaanite king in thtroubles to you. They will be like stickers in
place heard that the people of Israel weyour eyes and they will be like thorns in your
coming.41The people left Mount Hor andside. They will bring many troubles to the

camped at Zalmonah. country where you will be living®8 showed
42The people left Zalmonah and camped you what | would do—and | will do that to you
Punon. if you let those people stay in your country
43The people left Punon and camped ¢
Oboth. The Borders of Canaan
44The people left Oboth and camped at Iy3 The Lord spoke to Moses. He said,
Abarim. This was at the border of the\ ~T2‘Give this command to the people of
country Moab. Israel: You are coming to the land of Canaan.
45The people left lyim(lye Abarim)and You will defeat this country. You will take the
camped at Dibon Gad. whole land of CanaadOn the south, you will
46The people left Dibon Gad and camped g€t part of the Zin desert near Edom. Your
Almon Diblathaim. southern border will start at the southern end

47The people left Almon Diblathaim andOf the Dead Seafit will cross south of
camped on the mountains of Abarim near NebScorpion Pass. It will go through the Zin

48The people left the mountains of Abarindesert to Kadesh Barnea, and then to Hazar
and camped in the Jordan Valley in MoalAddar and then it will pass through Azmon.
This was near the Jordan River across frc>-rom Azmon, the border will go to the River
Jericho49They camped by the Jordan River jof Egypt,* and it will end at the Mediterranean

the Jordan Valley in Moab. Their camp werS€2.6Your western border will be the
from Beth Jeshimoth to Acacia Field. Mediterranean Sedyour northern border will

50At that place, the Lord spoke to Mose:2€din at the Mediterranean Sea and go to
He said52Speak to the people of Israel. Te/Mount Hor(in Lebanon)8From Mount Hor, it
them these things: You will cross the Jordz‘é‘”” go to Lebo Hamath, and then to Zedad.
River. You will go into the land of Canaan®1hen that border will go to Ziphron and it

52you will take the land from the people yo Vil €nd at Hazar Enan. So that will be your
find there. You must destroy all of thei northern borderl0Your eastern border will

carved statues and idols. You must destroy ?ﬁz%r;naéﬁen%g;n?hg t\;vo”rl dg?vt/(i)ll Sgeggszirg%
of their high places.83You will take the land pham, g

: Ain to Riblah. The border will continue along
and you will settle there. Why? Because | a ’ :
giving this land to you. It will belong to yourthe hills by Lake Galilee.22Then the border

families. 54Each of vour families will aet part Will continue along the Jordan River. It wil
of the land. You v%/lill throw lots* togdegdeend at the Dead Sea. Those are the border:

around your country.”
13S0 Moses gave this command to the

Negev The desert area south of Judah. people of Israel, “That is the land that you will
high places Places for worshiping God or false gods. Thes
places were usually on the hills and mountains.
lots Sticks, stones, or pieces of bone used like dice for maki River of Egypt That is, the stream called, “Wadi El-Arish.”
decisions. See Proverbs 16:33. Lake Galilee Literally, “Kinnereth Lake.”
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get. You will throw lots* to divide the landthe land to the Levites. The people of Israel
among the nine family groups and half ¢should give those cities and the pastures
Manasseh's family grougi4Reuben’s and around them to the Levite8The Levites will
Gad's family groups, and half of Manassehbe able to live in those cities. And all the cows
family group have already taken their lan@nd other animals that belong to the Levites
15Those two and a half family groups took thwill be able to eat from the pastures around
land near Jericho—they took the land east those cities4How much of your land should
the Jordan River.” you give to the LevitegFrom the walls of the
16Then the Lord spoke to Moses. He saicities, go out 1,500 feet*—all of that land will
17These are the men who will help yoibelong to the LevitesAlso, all of the land
divide the land: Eleazar the priest, Joshua 3,000 feet* east of the city, and 3,000 feet
of Nun, 18and the leaders of all the familysouth of the city, and 3,000 feet west of the
groups. There will be one leader from eaccity, and 3,000 feet north of the city will
family group. Those men will divide the landbelong to the Levites. (The city will be in the
19These are the names of the leaders: middle of all that land.$Six of those cities
, . will be cities of safety. If a person
from Judan's family group—Caleb son  accidentally kills someone, then that person

2 of Jephunneh; can run to those towns for safety. In addition
from Simeon’s family group—Shemuel {4 those six cities, you will also give 42 more
0 oo of Ammihud; . cities to the Levites'So you will give a total
from Benjamin's family group—Elidad  of 48 cities to the Levites. You will also give
o oo of Kislon; . them the land around those citi€She large
from Dan's family group—Bukkison  tamilies of Israe|will get large pieces of land
of Jogli, The small families of Israglill get small
28 from Joseph's descendants pieces of land So the large family groups will
from Manasseh's family group—  give more cities and the small family groups
Hanniel son of Ephod; will give fewer cities to the Levites.”
24 from Ephraim’s family group—Kemuel  9Then the Lord spoke to Moses. He said,
son of Shiphtan; _ 1Tell the people these things: You people
25 from Zebulun's family group—Elizaphan will cross the Jordan River and go into the
son of Pamach; ~ land of CanaantlYou must choose towns to
26 from Issachar's family group—Paltiel son he cities of safety. If a person accidentally kills
of Azzan; , another person, then that person can run to one
27 from Asher's family group—Ahihud son  of those cities for safety2That person will be
of Shelomi; safe from anyone from the dead man’s family
28 from Naphtali's family group—Pedahel  that wants to get even. That person will be safe
son of Ammihud.” until he is judged in court3There will be six

29The Lord chose those men to divide ﬂcities of safety!4Three of those cities will be
land of Canaan among the people of Israel east of the Jordan River. And three of those
* cities will be in the land of Canaajwest of
The Levites' Towns the Jordan RiverlSThose cities will be places

The Lord spoke to Moses. This was jof safety for citizens of Israel, and for
3 he Jordan Valley in Moab. near thforeigners and travelers. Any of those people

Jordan River, across from Jericho. The Lo Will b @ble fo run to one of those cities if he
said, 2“Tell the people of Israel that they@ccidentally kills someone.

should give some of the cities in their part «
1,500 feet Literally, “1,000 cubits.” The people probably let

their sheep and cows use this land.
lots  Sticks, stones, or pieces of bone used like dice for maki3,000 feet Literally, “2,000 cubits.” The Levites probably used
decisions. See Proverbs 16:33. this land for gardens and vineyards.
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16°lf a person uses an iron weapon* to kilperson who accidentally killed someone must
someone, then that person must &f&nd ifa stay in his city of safety until the high priest
person takes a rock and kills someone, thdies. After the high priest dies, that person
that person must die. (But the rock must tcan go back to his own lan@Those rules
the size of rock that would normally be usewill be the law forever in all of the towns of
for killing people.)18And if a person uses ayour people.
piece of wood to kills someone, then thi 30“A killer should be put to death as a
person must die. (The piece of wood must Imurderer only if there are witnesses. No person
a weapon that people normally use for killincan be put to death if there is only one witness.
people.)19% member of the dead man’s 3%f a person is a murderer, then he must
family* can chase that murderer and kill him. be put to death. Don't take money and change

20-2FA person might hit someone with hichis punishment. That murderer must be killed.
hand and kill him. Or a person might pus 32f a person killed someone and then ran
someone and kill him. Or a person migtto one of the cities of safety, then don't take
throw something at someone and kill him. money to let him go home. That person must
the killer did that from hate, then he is stay in that city until the high priest dies.
murderer. That person must be killed. . 33‘Don't let your land be ruined with
member of the dead man’s family* can chatinnocent blood. If a person murders someone,
that murderer and kill him. _then the only payment for that crime is that

22But a person might accidentally killthe murderer must be killed! There is no other
someone. That person didn’t hate the perspayment that will free the land from that
he killed—it was only an accident. Or icrime.34 am the Lord! | will be living in your
person might throw something anicountry with the people of Israel. | will be

a_ccidentally kill someone—_he didn’t plan t‘living there, so don’t make it uncleapith
kill anyone.20r a person might throw a rock the plood of innocent people

And that rock might fall on someone tha

person didn’t see and the rock might kil thé  The Land of Zelophehad’s Daughters

person. That person didn’t plan to kill anyon Manasseh was Joseph’s son. Makir was
That person didn't hate the person he killed- Manasseh's son. Gilead was Makir's
it was only an accider&lf that happens, thengon The leaders of Gilead's family went to
the community must decide what to do. Tra|i to Moses and the leaders of Israel's family
community’s court must decide if a membegroyns 2They said, “Sir, the Lord commanded
of the dead man'’s family* can kill that persor s tq get our land by throwing lots.* And sir,
20If the community decides to protect thine | ord commanded Zelophehad's land be
killer from the dead man's family, then thigien 1o his daughters. Zelophehad was our
community must take him back to his city Cpyqiher 3Maybe a man from one of the other
safety. And the killer must stay there until thgamin, groups will marry one of Zelophehad's
Offgé'_%lf'ﬁh priest* dies. e tnaughters. Wil that land leave our family?
_ 20-2F'That man must never go outside i he people of that other family group get
limits of his city of safety. If he goes outsidiy,~+ |and? Will we lose the land that we got by

those limits, and if a member of the dea : - -
, 1 . iy throwing lots4 People might sell their land.
man’s family* catches him and kills him, therButJ in the Jubilee year,* all of the land is

that member won't be guilty of murdéfThe ;e 1o the family group that really owns
it. At that time, who will get the land that

iron weapon This shows the murderer chose a weapon he kne
could kill the other person.

member of the dead man’s family Literally, “the blood unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.
avenger.” Usually, this was a friend or family member thelots  Sticks, stones, or pieces of bone used like dice for making
would chase a dead man’s murderer and kill him. decisions. See Proverhs 16:33.

official high priest Literally, “the high priest who was anointed Jubilee year See Lev. 25 for the rules the Jews were to follow
with the holy oil.” during this special time.
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belongs to Zelophehad's daughters? Will obelonged to his ancestofSo, the land must
family lose that land forever?” not be passed from family group to family
SMoses gave this command to the people group among the people of Israel. Each
Israel. This command was from the Lorclsraelite will keep the land that belonged to
“These men from Joseph’s family group athis own ancestors.”
right! 6This is the Lord’s command to 0Zelophehad’s daughters obeyed the Lord’s
Zelophehad's daughters: If you want to marcommand to Moses!!So Zelophehad'’s
someone, then you must marry someone frcdaughters—Mabhlah, Tirzah, Hoglah, Milcah,
your own family group?In this way, land will and Noah—married their cousins on their
not be passed from family group to familfather's side of the familyl2Their husbands
group among the people of Israel. Eacwere from Manasseh's family group, so their
Israelite will keep the land that belonged iland continued to belong to their father’s
his own ancestors#And if some woman getsfamily and family group.
her father’s land, then she must mar 13So those are the laws and commands that
someone from her own family group. In thithe Lord gave to Moses in the Jordan Valley in
way, each person will keep the land thiMoab by the Jordan River, across from Jericho.

ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.



