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Deuteronomy

Moses Talks to the People of Israel Isaac, and Jacob. | promised to give that land

This is the message that Moses gave tt0 them and to their descendants.*”
people of Israel. He told them these thing Moses Ch Lead
while they were in the Jordan Valley, in th g 05€8 ‘,Ooses eaers
desert east of the Jordan River. This was acri_“M0ses said, "At that time | told you |
from Suph, between the desert of Paran and culdn't take care of you by mysel%And

cities Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and Dizahab,1OW: there are even more of you! The Lord
2The trip from Mount Horeh(Sinai) your God has added more and more people,

through the Seir mountains to Kadesh Barn > that today you are as mary as the stars in

, the sky!1IMay the Lord, the God of your
takes only eleven day3But it was 40 YEars ,saqtars + make you 1,000 times more than
from the time the people of Israel left Egyr ’ ’

| ,
until the time they came to this place. On trgfoum‘};fd!”lé’gﬁt II\/IgguE%tthgEes g/aorg gfk ;J&e
first day of the eleventh month of the 40t 34 solve all your arguments by mysé#So
year, Moses spoke o the people. Moses 1 | told you; ‘Choose some men from each
them all the things the Lord commandetamily group, and | will make them leaders
“This was after the Lord defeated Sihon argver you. Choose wise men that have
Og. (Sihon was the king of the Amoritéunderstanding and experience.’
people. Sihon lived in Heshbon. Og was tt  14‘And you said, ‘That is a good thing to do.’
king of Bashan. Og lived in Ashtaroth ani 15Sp | took the wise and experienced men
Edrei.)5The people of Israel were on the eayou chose from your family groups, and |
side of the Jordan River in the land of Moalmade them your leaders. In this way, | gave
and Moses began to explain the things thyou leaders over 1,000 people, leaders over
God commanded. Moses said: 100 people, leaders over 50 people, leaders
6‘At Mount Horeb (Sinai) the Lord our over 10 people. | also gave you officers for
God spoke to us. He said, ‘You have stayed €ach of your family groups. ,
this mountain long enougfiGo to the hill ~ FAtthat time, | told those judges, ‘Listen
country where the Amorite people live. Go t10 the arguments between your people. Be fair
all the places around there. Go to the JordWhen you judge each case. It does not matter
Valley, the hill country, the westemn slopes'f the problem is between two Israelite people

the Negev,* and the seacoast. Go through t°f between an Israelite and a foreigner. You

land of Canaan and Lebanon as far as tMust judge each case fairly?When you

great river, the Euphrate¥.ook, | am giving judge, you must not think that one person is
. . more important than another person. You
you that land. Go and take it. | promised fmust judge every person the same. Don't be
i *_ . ) . . .
give that land to your ancestors*—AbrahaNagaid of anyone, because your decision is
from God. But if there is a case too hard for
Negev The desert area south of Judah.
ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from. descendants A person’s children and their future families.
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you to judge, then bring it to me and | wilthis the same as he did in Egypt. You saw him
judge it." 18At that same time, | also told yotgo before you ther8land in the desert. You

all the other things you must do. saw how the Lord your God carried you, like a
, man carries his son. The Lord brought you
The Spies Go to Canaan safely all the way to this place.’

19Then we obeyed the Lord our God. W 32Byt you still did not trust the Lord your
left Mount Horeb(Sinai) and traveled toward God! 33When you were traveling, he went

the hill country of the Amorite people. We werhefore you to find a place for you to put your
through that big and terrible desert that you sécamp. He went before you in a fire by night

We came to Kadesh BarnédThen | said {0 and in a cloud by day to show you which way
you, “You have now come to the hill country cyoy should go.

the Amorites. The Lord our God will give u
this country21Look, there it is! Go up and take ~ People Not Allowed to Enter Canaan
the land for your own! The Lord, the God € 3#The Lord heard what you said, and he

your ancestors,* told you to do this. So don't tyecame angry. He made a strong promise. He

afrgzlq. Don'tworry aboutanything” — — s5i4 35'None of you evil people who are
But you all came to me and said, ‘Let"jjing now will go into the good land that |

send some men to look at the land first. Th promised to your ancestors30nly Caleb

tCr?enrelogﬁgr?rthae” Taenségcr)r?g b%r::?( ;Vﬁdalt(eﬁlag‘,son of Jephunneh will see that land. | will
- y US give Caleb the land he walked on. And I wil

\tl\rllzyc\i,gigsswjeu\lgil?gbrmet% can also tell us ab(give that land to Caleb’s descendants.* Why?
23| thought that was a good idea. So Because Caleb did all that | commanded.
. 4 . H ]
from each family grougiThen those men left can't enter the land, eithe#8But your helper,

and went up to the hill country. They came 'Joshua son of Nun will go into the land.

{ggk\/ gl(l)%/eong f#g%lrﬁﬂrgfﬁl?ﬁg gmngegn‘Encourage Joshua, because he will lead the

brought it back to us. They told us about ttPeople of Israel to take the land for their own.”

land. They said, ‘The Lord our God is givin_ >>And the Lord said to us, "You said your
us a good land!’ little children would be taken by your

26'But you refused to go into the land. Yoienemies. But those children will go into the

refused to Obey the Lord your GoWYou |and |_| don’t blame your Ch”dren for your
went to your tents and began to complaimistake, becausghey are still too young to
You said, ‘The Lord hates us! He brought tknow if something is right or wrong. So I will
out of the land of Egypt just to let the Amoritgive the land to them. Your children will take
people destroy usl8Where can we go now?the land for their own40But you—you must
Our brothergthe twelve spied)ave made usturn around and go back to the desert on the
afraid with their report. They said: The peoproad that leads to the Red Sea.’
there are bigger and taller than we are! T 4Then you said, ‘Moses, we have sinned
cities are big and have walls as high as tagainst the Lord. But now we will go and
sky! And we saw giants* there!’ fight, like the Lord our God commanded us

2%So | said to you, ‘Don’t be upset! Don'tbefore.” Then each of you put on your
be afraid of those peoplé¥The Lord your God weapons. You thought it would be easy to go
will go before you and fight for you. He will dcand take the hill country.

42‘But the Lord said to me, ‘Tell the people

ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parentsN0t to go up there and fight. Why? Because |
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.

giants Literally, “Anakites,” descendants of Anak, a family
famous for tall and powerful fighting men. See Num. 13:33. descendants A person’s children and their future families.
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will not be with them, and their enemies wilThey are the descendants of Lot,* and | gave
defeat them! them the city of Ar.”

43| spoke to you, but you did not listen. (0n the past, the Emite people lived in Ar.
You refused to obey the Lord’s commancThey were strong people, and there were
You thought you could use your own powe many of them. They were very tall, like the
So you went up into the hill countr§#But the Anakite* people1The Anakites were part of
Amorite people living there came out to fighthe Rephaite people. People thought the
against you. They were like a swarm of belEmites were also Rephaites. But the people of
chasing you. They chased you all the weMoab called them Emites.2The Horite
from Seir to Hormah45Then you came back people also lived in Seir before, but Esau’s
and cried to the Lord for help. But the LorPeople took their land. Esau’s people
refused to listen to you6So you stayed at destroyed the Horites and settled on their

Kadesh a long time. land. That is the same thing the people of
Israel did to the people in the land that the
Israel Wanders through the Desert Lord gave them for their own.)

“Then we did what the Lord told me to do_ *>'The Lord told me, "Now, go to the other
We went back into the desert on the road trSide of Zered Valley.” So we crossed Zered

leads to the Red Sea. We traveled for many d;Yalley. 14t was 38 years from the time we
to go around the Seir* mountairéhen the left Kadesh Barnea until the time we crossed

Lord said to me3'You have traveled around2€7€d Valley. All the fighting men of that
these mountains long enough. Tum nofifell  9€neration in our camp had died. The Lord
these things to the people: You will pashad sworr(promised)that that would happen.
through the land of Seir. This land belongs *- 1€ Ino(;d v(\j/as ggamstfthose men until they
our relatives, the descendants* of Esau. ThVETE a! dead and gone from our camp.

zvill be afraid of you. Be very carefuiDon't 16‘After all the fighting men were dead and

- - - .gone,1’the Lord said to mel&Today you
{;gn'g_tm%rpééevxngr}gétgévﬁty%’higyggzéﬁig must cross the border at Ar and go into Moab.

. . 19You will go near the Ammonite people.
gave the hill country of Seir to Esau to keep Don't bothgr them. Don't fight withpthepm,

his own.%You must pay the people of Esau iCpe oo\ 50 [ will not give you their land. Why?

any food you eat or water you drink there *
’Remember that the Lord your God has bless Eg\?: lé;?\?eaht%ﬁfng ?g%ﬁg?néﬂts of Lot, and |

you in everything you have done. He know “aq hat country is also known as the Land

about your walking through this great desel Rephaim. The Rephaite people lived there
The Lord your God has been with you these iq the past. The people of Ammon called them
years. You have always had everything y(the zamzummites2iThere were many
nee“ded. _ Zamzummites, and they were very strong.
8'So we passed by our relatives, the peorThey were tall, like the Anakite* people. But
of Esau living there in Seir. We left the roathe {ord helped the Ammonite people destroy

that leads from the Jordan Valley to the tOWIthe Zamzummites. The Ammonite peop|e took
of Elath and Ezion Geber. We turned onto ttthat land and live there now2God did the

road that goes to the desert in Moab. same thing for Esau’s people. In the past, the
Horite people lived in Se{iEdom) But Esau’s
Israel at Ar people destroyed the Horites, and Esau’s

¥The Lord said to me, ‘Don’t bother thedescendants still live there tod&God did
people of Moab. Don't start a war agains
them. | will not give you any of their land.
descendants of Lot Lot's sons were Moab and Ammon. See
Gen. 19:30-38.
Seir - Another name for Edom. Anakite(s) Descendants of Anak, a family famous for tall and
descendants A person’s children and their future families. powerful fighting men. See Num. 13:33.
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the same thing for some people from Cretbetween the Arnon Valley and Gilead. No
The Awvite people lived in the towns arouncity was too strong for u$7But you did not
Gaza. But some people came from Crete ego near the land that belongs to the people of
destroyed the Avvites. Those people froAmmon. You did not go near the shores of
Crete took that land and live there now.) ~ the Jabbok River or the cities of the hill
country. You did not go near any place that

Fighting the Amorite People the Lord our God would not let us have.
24The Lord told me, ‘Get ready to gc o
across Arnon Valley. | will let you defea Fighting the People of Bashan

Sihon the Amorite, the king of Heshbon. | wil)*“We turned and went on the road to
let you take his country. So fight against hindBashan. Og, the king of Bashan, and all
and take his land5Today | will make all his men came out to fight against us at Edrei.
people everywhere afraid of you. They wi2The Lord said to me, ‘Don't be afraid of Og.
hear the news about you, and they will tI have decided to give him to you. | will give
afraid and shake with fear.’ you all his men and his land. You will defeat
26‘While we were in the desert of Kedemotthim just like you defeated Sihon, the Amorite
| sent messengers to Sihon, the king king who ruled in Heshbon.'
Heshbon. The messengers offered peace 3‘So the Lord our God let us defeat Og, the
Sihon. They said?”Let us go through your king of Bashan. We destroyed him and all his
land. We will stay on the road. We will not turrmen. None of them were le#Then we took all
off the road to the right or to the le#8We will the cities that belonged to Og at that time. We
pay you in silver for any food we eat or antook all the cities from Og's people—60 cities
water we drink. We only want to march througin the area of Argob, Og’s kingdom in Bashan.
your country.29Let us go through your landsAll these cities were very strong. They had
until we go across the Jordan River into the lahigh walls, gates, and strong bars on the gates.
that the Lord our God is giving us. Other peopThere were also many towns that did not have
have let us go through their land—the people walls. 6We destroyed them just like we
Esau living in Seir and the Moabite peopldestroyed the cities of Sihon king of Heshbon.
living in Ar.’ We completely destroyed every city and all the
30°'But Sihon, the king of Heshbon, would ncpeople in them, even the women and the babies.
let us pass through his country. The Lord yo’But we kept all the cows and the valuable
God had made him very stubborn. The Lord cthings from the cities for ourselves.
this so he could let you defeat King Sihon. Ar  8In that way, we took the land from the
today, we know that really happened! two Amorite kings. We took that land on the
31The Lord said to me, ‘| am giving King east side of the Jordan River, from Arnon
Sihon and his country to you. Now, go takValley to Mount Hermon¥(The people from
his land"’ Sidon call Mount Hermon, Sirion. But the
32Then King Sihon and all his peopleAmorites called it Senir.J%We took all the
came out to fight against us at Jal¥But the cities in the high plain and all of Gilead. We
Lord our God gave him to us. We defeatetook all of Bashan, all the way to Salecah and
King Sihon, his sons, and all his peo#éye Edrei. Salecah and Edrei were cities of Og's
captured all the cities that belonged to Kirkingdom of Bashan.”
Sihon at that time. We completely destroye (11Og was the king of Bashan. Og was one
the people in every city—the men, womeiof the few Rephaite people still alive. Og's bed
and children. We did not leave anyone alivwas made from iron. It was over 13 feet long
35We took only the cattle and the valuabland 6 feet wide.* The bed is still in the city of
things from those cities6We defeated the Rabbah, where the Ammonite people live.)
town of Aroer on the edge of the Arnol
Va”ey and the other town in the mlddle, €13 feet long and 6 feet wide Literally, “9 cubits long and 4
that valley. The Lord let us defeat all the citi¢  cubits wide, following the measure of a man’s cubit”
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The Land East of the Jordan River these two kings. The Lord will do the same

12So we took that land to be ours. | gavthing to all the kingdoms you will enter.
part of this land to the families groups o??Don't fear the kings of these lands, because
Reuben and Gad. | gave them the land frcthe Lord your God will fight for you.”
Aroer in the Arnon Valley to the hill country
of Gilead with the cities in it. They got half of Moses Not Allowed In Canaan _
the hill country of Gilead13 gave the other  2¥Then I begged the Lord to do something
half of Gilead and the whole area of Bashespecial for me. | saicg¥Lord my Master, |
to half of the family group of Manasseh.” ~ a@m your servant. | know that you have shown
(Bashan was Og's kingdom. Part of Basheme only a small part of the wonderful and
was called Argob. It was also called the Larpowerful things you will do. There is no god
of Rephaim.14Jair, from the family group of in heaven or earth that can do the great and
Manasseh, took the whole area of ArgoPowerful things you have don@Please let
(Bashan) That area went all the way to thime go across the Jordan River and see the
border of the Geshurite people and thgood land on the other side. Let me see the
Maacathite people. That area was named -Peautiful hill country and Lebanon.”

Jair. So even today, people call Bashan t 28But the Lord was angry at me because of
Towns of Jair.) you. He refused to listen to me. The Lord said

15 gave Gilead to Makir.16And to the to me, ‘That's enough! Don't say another

Reuben fam||y group and the Gad fam”)WQfd about this2’Go up to the top of Mount
group, | gave the land that begins at GileaPisgah. Look to the west, to the north, to the
This land goes from the Arnon Valley to thesouth, and to the east. You may see these
Jabbok River. The middle of the valley is onthings with your eyes, but you can never go
border. The Jabbok River is the border for thacross the Jordan RiveYou must give
Ammonite peoplel7The Jordan River near thelnstructions to Joshua. Encourage him. Make
desert is their western border. Lake Galilee* ilim strong! Why? Because Joshua must lead

north of this area and the Dead Sea* (the Sithe people across the Jordan River. You can
Sea) is to the south. It is at the bottom of thsSee the |and, but Joshua will lead them into
cliffs of P|Sgah They are to the east. that land. He will help them take the land and

18°At that time, | gave those family groups“Ve n it _
this command: ‘The Lord your God has give _ 2°S0 we stayed in the valley across from
you the land on this side of the Jordan Riv/Beth Peor.
to live in. But now your fighting men must , . ,
take their weapons g’nd Iea%l thegother Israel  Moses Waming to Obey God's Lawis
family groups across the riveiYour wives, 4 Now, Israel, listen to the laws and to the
your little children, and your cows (I know ¥commands that | teach you. Obey them and
you have many cows) will stay here in thyou willlive. Then you can go in and take the
cities | have given yo29But you must help 1and that the Lord, the God of your ancestors,
your Israelite relatives until they take the laniS 9iving you.2You must not add to the things
that the Lord is giving them on the other sigthat | command you. And you must not take
of the Jordan River. Help them until the Lor@nything away. You must obey the commands

gives them peace there, just as he did for yOf the Lord your God that | have given you.
here. Then you may come back to this lar  >'You have seen what the Lord did at Baal

that | have given you. Peor. The Lord your God destroyed all your

2Then | told Joshua, ‘You have seen aPeople who followed the false god Baal* at

Lord your God are alive today.

Lake Galilee Literally, “Kinnereth Lake.”
Dead Sea Literally, “Arabah Sea.” Baal A false god that the Canaanite people worshiped.
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5 taught you the laws and rules that thand see the sun, the moon, and the stars—all
Lord my God commanded me. | taught ycthe many things in the sky. Be careful that
these laws so that you could obey them in tyou are not tempted to worship and serve
land you are ready to enter and take for ycthose things. The Lord your God lets the other
own. 60bey these laws carefully. This wil people in the world do those thing8But the
show the people of the other nations that yLord brought you out of Egypt and made you
are wise and understanding. The people his own special people. It was as if the Lord
those nations will hear about these laws. Threached into a hot furnace for melting iron
they will say, ‘Truly, the people of this greaand pulled you out of that fire. And now you
nation(Israel) are wise and understanding.” are his people!

™The Lord our God is near when we as 2MThe Lord became angry at me because
him to help us. No other nation has a god lilof you. The Lord swordpromised)that |
that! 8And no other nation is great enough tcould not go across the Jordan River. He told
have laws and rules as good as the teachinime that | could not go into the good land that
give you today9But you must be careful! Bethe Lord your God is giving yo#?So | must
sure that as long as you live you never forcdie here in this land. | can't go across the
the things you have seen. You must teach thiJordan River, but you will soon go across and
things to your children and grandchildrertake that good land and live the?8In that
10Remember the day you stood before the Lcnew land, you must be careful not to forget
your God at Mount HorelSinai) The Lord the Agreement that the Lord your God made
said to me, ‘Gather the people together to listwith you. You must obey the Lord’s
to the things | say. Then they will learn tcommand. Don't make any idols in any form!
respect me as long as they live on earth. A24Why? Because the Lord your God hates for
they will teach these things to their childrenhis people to worship other gods. And the
11You came near and stood at the bottom of 1Lord can be like a fire that destroys!
mountain. The mountain burned with fire thi  25*You will live in the country a long time.
reached up to the sky. There were thick blaYou will have children and grandchildren
clouds and darknes&Then the Lord spoke tothere. You will grow old there. And then you
you from the fire. You heard the sound cwill ruin your lives—you will make all kinds
someone speaking, but you did not see aof idols! When you do that, you will make
form. There was only a voicé3The Lord told God very angry?6So, | am warning you now.
you his Agreement. He told you the TeHeaven and earth are my witnesses! If you do
Commandments and commanded you to follcthat evil thing, then you will quickly be
them. The Lord wrote those laws of thdestroyed! You are crossing the Jordan River
Agreement on two stone tabletAt that time, now to take that land. But if you make any
the Lord also commanded me to teach you tidols, then you will not live there very long.
other laws and rules that you must follow in ttNo, you will be completely destroye@The
land you are going to take and live in. Lord will scatter you among the nations. And

15'On the day the Lord spoke to you frononly a few of you will be left alive to go to
the fire at Mount HorelfSinai), you did not the countries where the Lord will send you.
see him—there was no shape for G680 be 28There you will serve gods made by men—
careful! Don't sin and destroy yourselves Lthings made of wood and stone that can't see
making false gods or statues in the shapeor hear or eat or smelf®But there in these
any living thing. Don’t make an idol thatother lands you will look for the Lord your
looks like a man or a woma&’Don’'t make God. And if you look for him with all your
an idol that looks like an animal on the earheart and soul, you will find hird%When you
or like a bird that flies in the sk§8And don't are in trouble—when all those things happen
make an idol that looks like anything theto you—then you will come back to the Lord
crawls on the ground or like a fish in the seyour God and obey hind!The Lord your God
19And be careful when you look up to the skis a merciful God! He will not leave you
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there. He will not destroy you completely. Ha long time in the land the Lord your God is
will not forget the Agreement that he madgiving you—it will be yours forever!”

with your ancestors.* N
Moses Chooses the Cities of Safety

Think About the Great Things God Did 41Then Moses chose three cities on the east

32*Has anything this great ever happeneside of the Jordan River2f a person
before? Never! Look at the past. Think aboiaccidentally killed another person, he could
all the things that happened before you werun away to one of those three cities and not
born. Go all the way back to the time whebe put to death. But he could be safe only if
God made people on the earth. Look at all tihe did not hate the other person and did not
things that have happened anywhere in tmean to kill him.43The three cities that
world. Has anyone ever heard about anythiiMoses chose were: Bezer in the high plains
as great as this? N&8You people heard God for Reuben’s family group; Ramoth in Gilead
speaking to you from a fire, and you are stfor Gad's fam’lly group; and Golan in Bashan
alive! Has that ever happened to anyone els0r Manasseh's family group.
No! 34And has any other god ever tried to g
and take a people for himself from insid
another nation? No! But you yourselves ha
seen the Lord your God do all thes
wonderful things! He showed you his powe

Introduction to the Law of Moses

44Mloses gave God's law to the people of
Israel. 45Moses gave these teachings, laws,
and rules to the people after they came out of
Egypt. 46Moses gave them these laws while
"’L”d strenlgth. You saw the tﬁOUbleS that testypey'\ere on the east side of the Jordan River,
the people. You saw miracles and wondei ihe alley across from Beth Peor. They
You saw vggr and the terrible things théyere in the land of Sihon, the Amorite king
happened3>The Lord showed you thesei, jived at Heshbon. (Moses and the people
things so that you would know that he is Goif |srael had defeated Sihon when they came
There is no other god like hird6The Lord let ¢ of Egypt.47They took Sihon’s land to
you hear his voice from heaven so he COUKeep. They also took the land of Og, the king
teach you a lesson. On earth he let you see of Bashan. These two Amorite kings lived on
great fire, and he spoke to you fromit. the east side of the Jordan RivfThis land

37The Lord loved your ancestors.* That isgoes from Aroer on the edge of the Arnon
why he chose you, their descendants.* ArValley all the way to Mount Sirion* (Mount
that is why the Lord brought you out of EgyptHermon).49This land also included the whole
He was with you and brought you out with hiJordan Valley on the east side of the Jordan
great power38When you moved forward, theRiver. To the south, this land reached to the
Lord forced out nations that were greater aiDead Sea.* To the east, it reached to the foot
more powerful than you. And the Lord led yoiof Mount Pisgah.)
into their land. He gave you their land to liv:
in. And is still doing that today. The Ten Commandments

3%So today you must remember and acce [KMoses called together all the people of
that the Lord is God. He is God in heavesJlsrael and said to them, “People of Israel,
above and on the earth below. There is ilisten to the laws and rules that | tell you
other God“9And you must obey his laws anctoday. Learn these laws and be sure to obey
commands that | give you today. The them.2The Lord our God made an agreement
everything will go well with you and your With us at Mount Horel{Sinai). 3The Lord

children who live after you. And you will live did not make this agreement with our
ancestors,* but with us—yes, with all of us

ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from. Sirion  Or “Siyon.”
descendants A person’s children and their future families. Dead Sea Literally, “Arabah Sea.”
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who are alive here todayThe Lord spoke
with you face to face at that mountain. H
spoke to you from the fireéBut you were
afraid of the fire. And you did not go up th
mountain. So | stood between the Lord a
you to tell you what the Lord said. The Lor
said: 6l am the Lord your God. | led you ou
of Egypt where you were slaveSo you must
obey these commands:
7You must not worship any other
gods except me.
8*You must not make any idols.* Don't
make any statues or pictures of anything
up in the sky or of anything on the earth
or of anything down in the wateiDon't
worship or serve idols of any kind. Why?
Because | am the Lord your God. | hate
for my people to worship other gods.*
People who sin against me become my
enemies. And | will punish those people.
And | will punish their children, their
grandchildren, and even their great-

Lord your God brought you out of Egypt
with his great power. He made you free.
That is why the Lord your God
commands you to always make the
Sabbath* a special day.

16*You must honor(respect)your
father and your mother. The Lord your
God has commanded you to do this. If
you follow this command, then you will
live a long time, and everything will go
well for you in the land that the Lord
your God gives you.

17You must not murder anyone.

18°You must not do the sin of adultery.*

1¥You must not steal anything.

20°You must not tell lies about other
people.*

2*You must not want another man’s
wife. You must not want his house, his
fields, his men and women servants, his
cows or his donkeys. You must not want
to take anything that belongs to another

grandchildren10But | will be very kind to person!”
people who love me and obey my
commands. | will be kind to their families The People Were Afraid of God
for thousands of generations!* 22 Moses said,“The Lord gave these
1I"You must not use the name of the commands to all of you when you were
Lord your God in a wrong way. If a together there at the mountain. The Lord
person uses the Lord’s name in a wrong spoke with a loud voice that came from the
way, then that person is guilty. And the fire, the cloud, and the thick darkness. After
Lord will not make him innocent. he gave us these commands, he didn’'t say any
12You must keep the Sabbath* a more. He wrote his words on two stone tablets
special day like the Lord your God and gave them to me.
commanded!3Work at your job six days 23'You heard the voice from the darkness
a week 14But the seventh day is a day of while the mountain was burning with fire. Then
rest in honor of the Lord your God. So all the elders* and the other leaders of your
on that day no person should work—not family groups came to me4They said, ‘The
you, your sons and daughters, foreignersLord our God has shown us his Glory and his
living in your cities or your men and greatness! We heard him speak from the fire!
women slaves. Not even your cows, We have seen today that it is possible for a
donkeys, and other animals should do person to continue living even after God speaks
any work! Your slaves should be able to to him. 25But if we hear the Lord our God
rest just like youlsDon't forget that you  speak to us again, surely we will die! That
were slaves in the land of Egypt. The terrible fire will destroy us! We don’t want to

idols  Statues of false gods that people worshiped. adultery Breaking the marriage promise by doing sexual sin.
I hate ... gods Or, “l am El Kanah—the Jealous God.” You must not tell lies about other people Or, “You must not
But | ... generations Or, “I will show mercy to thousands of  be a false witness against your neighbor.”

people who love me and obey my commandments.” elders Older men that were city leaders; they helped make

Sabbath Saturday, a day of rest and worship for the Jews. decisions for the people.
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die! 26No person has ever heard the living Go  4‘Listen, people of Israel! The Lord is our
speak from the fire like we have and still lived God. The Lord is one3You must love the
21Moses, you go near and hear all the thincLord your God with all your heart, with all
the Lord our God says. Then tell us all thiyour soul, and with all your strengfflways
things the Lord tells you. We will listen to you,remember these commands that | give you

and we will do everything you say.’ today.”Be sure to teach them to your children.
Talk about these commands when you sit in
The Lord Speaks to Moses your house and when you walk on the road.

28The Lord heard what you said. And th¢Talk about them when you lie down and when
Lord said to me, ‘I heard what the people saiyou get up§Write these commands aniie
And that is fine.29 only wanted to changethem on your hands and wear them on your
their way of thinking—I wanted them toforeheads to help you remembemy
respect me and obey all my commands froteachingg SWrite them on the doorposts of
the heart! Then everything would be fine wityour houses and on your gates.
them and with their descendants* forever. 10The Lord your God made a promise to

30“Go and tell the people to go back tcyour ancestors,* Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
their tents31But you, Moses, stand here nee The Lord promised to give you this land. The
me. | will tell you all the commands, laws Lord will give you that land! And he will give
and rules that you must teach them. Theyou great and rich cities that you did not
must do these things in the land that | abuild. The Lord will give you houses full of
giving them to live in.’ good things that you did not put there. The

32So, you people must be careful to do aLord will give you wells that you did not dig.
the things the Lord commanded you. Don The Lord will give you fields of grapes and
stop following God!33You must live the way Olive trees that you did not plant. And you
the Lord your God commanded you. TheWill have plenty to eat.
you will continue to live, and everything will *2But be careful! Don't forget the Lord.
be fine with you. You will live a long life in You were slaves in Egypt, but the Lord

the land that will belong to you. brought you out of the land of Egypt.
13Respect the Lord your God and serve only
Always Love and Obey God! him. And you must use only his name to make

“These are the CommandS, the |aWS, a|pr0miseSLD0n’t use the names of false ggdsl

the rules that the Lord your God told me t}¥You must not follow other gods. You must
teach you. Obey these laws in the land thnot follow the gods of the people who live
you are entering to live irkYou and your around youlsThe Lord your God is always
descendants* must respect the Lord your GWith you. And the Lord hates his people
as long as you live. You must obey all hiworshiping other gods! So if you follow those
laws and commands that | give you. if you gother gods, the Lord will become very angry at
this, then you will have a long life in that neyYoU. He will destroy you from the face of the
land. 3People of Israel, listen carefully ancéarth.
obey these laws. Then everything will be fin_ 19°You must not test the Lord your God
with you. You will have many children, anclike you tested him at MassakiYou must be
you will get the land filled with many goodSUré t obey the commands of the Lord your

things*—just like the Lord, the God of yourGOd- You must follow all the teachings and
ancestors,* promised. ’ laws he has given yod8You must do the

things that are right and good—things that
please the Lord. Then everything will go well
descendants A person’s children and their future families. for you, and you can go in and take the good

filled with many good things Literally, “flowing with milk and land that the Lord promised your ancestors *
honey.” .

ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,19And you will force out all your enemies,

grandparents, and all the people they are descended from. JUSt like the Lord said.
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Teach Your Children the Things God Did break their memorial stones* into pieces. Cut
20°In the future, your son might ask youdown their Asherah poles* and burn their

‘The Lord our God gave you teachings, lawstatues!SWhy? Because you are the Lord's
and rules. What do they mear®Then you own people. From all the people on earth, the
will say to your son, ‘We were Pharaoh’Lord your God chose you to be his special
slaves in Egypt, but the Lord brought us out People—people that belong only to him.
Egypt with his great poweIZIZThe Lord did 7Why did the Lord love and choose you? _|t
great and amazing things. We saw him (was not because you are such a large nation.
these things to the Egyptian people, 1You had the fewest of all peopléBut the
Pharaoh, and to the people in Pharaoh’s hotLord brought you out of Egypt with great
23And the Lord brought us out of Egypt so thipower. He made you free from slavery. He
he could give us the land that he promised cfreed you from the control of Pharaoh, the
ancestors.24The Lord commanded us tcking of Egypt. Why? Because the Lord loves
follow all these teachings. We must respect tyou and because he wanted to keep the
Lord our God. Then the Lord will always kee Promise he made to your ancestors.* _
us alive and doing well, as we are todgyt ~ "So remember that the Lord your God is
we carefully obey the whole law, exactly likthe only God, and you can trust him! He
the Lord our God told us to, then God will sakeeps his Agreement. He shows his love and

that we have done a very good thing_’* kindness to all p90p|e who love him and obey
his commands. He continues to show his love
Israel, God's Special People and kindness through a thousand generations.

“The Lord your God will lead you into the'®But the Lord punishes people who hate him.

land that you are entering to take for yoiHe will destroy them. He will not be slow to
own. The Lord will force out many nations fopunish people who hate hirkSo you must
you—the Hittites, the Girgashites, thibe careful to obey the commands, laws, and
Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, trules that | give you today. ,
Hivites, and the Jebusites—seven natio 1?f you listen to these laws, and if you are
greater and more powerful than y&ihe Lord careful to obey them, then the Lord your God
your God will put these nations under youWill keep his Agreement of love with you. He
power. And you will defeat them. You musPromised this to your ancestorsi®He will
destroy them completely. Don’t make alove you and bless you. He will make your
agreement with them. Don't show them merchation grow. He will bless your children. He
3Don't marry any of those peop|e, and don't |¢W||| bless your fields Wlth gOOd CI'OpS. He W_I”
your sons or daughters marry any of the peojgive you grain, new wine, and oil. He will
from those other nationéWhy? Because thosebless your cows with baby calves and your
pe0p|e will turn your children away frorrSheep Wlth lambs. You will have a” these
following me. Then your children will serveblessings in the land that he promised your
other gods. And the Lord will become verancestors* to give you.

angry at you. He will quickly destroy you. 14You will be blessed more than all
people. Every hushand and wife will be able
Destroy False Gods to have children. Your cows will be able to

5This is what you must do to thos¢have calvesiAnd the Lord will take away

nations: You must smash their altars* arall sickness from you. The Lord will not let
you catch any of the terrible diseases that you
. _ had in Egypt. But the Lord will make your
ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents

grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
If we ... good thing Or, “The Lord our God will credit us with memorial stones Stones that were set up to help people

righteousness (goodness) if we carefully obey the whole la  remember the false gods they worshiped.

exactly as he commanded us.” Asherah poles Poles used to honor the goddess Asherah.
altar(s) A table or raised area used for offering sacrifices. People thought she could help them have many children.
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enemies catch those diseasE.ou must Remember the Lord

destroy all the people that the Lord your GC8“You must obey all the commands that |
help’s you defeat. Don't feel sorry for then give you today. Why? Because then you
Don't worship their gods! Why? Because theyylive and grow to become a great nation.

are a trap-gihey will ruin your lifg. You will get the land that the Lord promised
The Lord Promises to Help His People to your ancestors.2And you must remember
17Don't say in your heart, ‘These nation<the Whole trip that the Lord your God has led

are stronger than we are. How can we fonYoU through t_hese 40 years in the desert. The
them out?'18You must not be afraid of them Lord was testing you. He wanted to make you
You must remember what the Lord your Gohumble. He wanted to know the things in your
did to Pharaoh and to all the people of Egyrheart. He wanted to know if you would obey
19You saw the great troubles he gave thethis commands3The Lord humbled you and
You saw the amazing things he did. You salet you be hungry. Then he fed you with
the Lord use his great power and strength manna*—something you did not know about
bring you out of Egypt. The Lord your Gochefore. It was something your ancestors* had
will use that same power against all thnever seen. Why did the Lord do these things?
people you fear. , Because he wanted you to know that it is not
29°The Lord your God will even send the;qt hreaq that keeps people alive. People’s
hornet* to find all the people that escape fro‘lives depend on what the Lord sayhese

ou and hide themselves. He will destroy & :
%/hose people2iDon't be afraid of thozecpaSt 40 years, your clothes did not wear out,

people. Why? Because the Lord your God and your feet did not l;sweIILWhy? Because
with you. He is a great and awesome Gothe Lord protected yoysYou must remember
22The Lord your God will force those nation:that the Lord your God did all those things for
to leave your country little by little. You will You. God was like a father teaching and
not destroy them all at once. If you did, thecorrecting his son.
the wild animals would grow to be too man 6*You must obey the commands of the Lord
for you. 23But the Lord your God will let you your God. Follow him and respect hiffthe
defeat those nations. The Lord will confusLord your God is bringing you into a good
them in battle, until they are destroyééThe |and—a land with rivers and pools of water.
Lord will help you defeat their kings. Youwater flows out of the ground in the valleys
will kill them, and the world will forget they and hills.8it is a land with wheat and barley,
ever lived. No man will Ibe able 10 Stop Yol grane vines, fig trees, and pomegranates.* It is
YOZ%‘V\‘("” destroyhthem ﬁ‘”' ( their gog® and with olive oil and honefiThere you
e b St o 54l have plny f fod. You il e

' everything you need. It is a land where the

want to keep the silver or the gold that is ¢ c o Y d Cof th
those statues. You must not take that silver [OCKS € Iron. You can dig copper out of the

gold for yourselves. It will be like a trap tchills- 1°You will have all you want to eat.
you—it will ruin your life, Why? Because Then you will praise the Lord your God for
the Lord your God hates those idotéAnd the good land he has given you.

you must not bring any of those terrible idol

into your homes. You must hate those terribancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,

things! You must destroy those idols! grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
manna The special food God sent to the people of Israel while
they wandered through the desert for 40 years.
hornet A stinging insect, like a large wasp or bee. Here, pomegranate(s) A red fruit with many small seeds inside it.
might mean God's angel or his great power. Each seed is covered with the soft, juicy part of the fruit.
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Don't Forget What the Lord Did have walls as high as the skdThe people

11“Be careful. Don't forget the Lord yourthere are tall and strong. They are the
God! Be careful to obey the commands, lanAnakites.* You know about those people.
and rules that | give you toda§2Then you You heard our spies say, ‘No person can win
will have plenty to eat, and you will builgagainst the Anakites3But you can be sure
good houses and live in thed®Your cows, thatitis the Lord your God who goes across
Sheep’ and goats will grow |arge_ You will g(the river before yOU—and GOd is like a fire
plenty of gold and silver. You will have plentthat destroys! The Lord will destroy those
of everything/24When that happens, you musnations. He will make them fall before you.
be careful not to become proud. You must nYO'U will force those nations out. You W|“
forget the Lord your God. You were slaves iquickly destroy them. The Lord has promised
Egypt. But the Lord made you free anyou thatthis will happen. ~
brought you out of that land5The Lord led  *'The Lord your God will force those
you through that great and terrible dese nations out for you. But don’t say to
Poisonous snakes and scorpions* were in tlyourselves, ‘The Lord brought us to live in
desert! The ground was dry, and there was this land because we are such good people!
water anywhere. But the Lord gave you watLThat is not the reasariThe Lord forced those
out of the rock16n the desert, the Lord fechations out because they were evjhet
you manna*—something your ancestors* h¢Pecause you were gop8You are going in to
never seen. The Lord tested you. Wh take their land, but not because you are good
Because the Lord made you humble so trand live right. You are going in, and the Lord
things would go well for you in the endYour God is forcing those people out because
17Don't ever say to yourself, ‘I got all thicof the evil way they lived. And the Lord
wealth by my own power and ability.’Wa”tS to 5eep the promise he made to your
18Remember the Lord your God. Rememb &Ncestors*—Abraham, Isaac, and Jaciie
that he is the One who gives you power to (-0rd your God is giving you that good land to
those things! Why does the Lord do thiclive in, but you should know that it is not
Because he wants to keep the Agreement tbecause you are good. IThe truth is that you
he made with your ancestors*—just like he are Very stubborn people!
doing today!

19Don’t ever forget the Lord your God.
Don't ever follow other gods! Don't worship
and serve them. If you do that, then | warn y«
today: You will surely be destroyed@’The
Lord is destroying other nations for you. But
you follow those other gods, then you will b
destroyed just like them! Why? Because y«
stopped listening to the Lord your God!

Remember the Lord’s Anger

™Don't forget that you made the Lord your
God angry in the desert! You have refused to
obey the Lord from the day you left the land
of Egypt to the day you came to this place.
8You made the Lord angry at Mount Horeb
(Sinai). The Lord was angry enough to
destroy you!dl went up the mountain to get
the flat stones. The Agreement that the Lord
The Lord Will Be with Israel made with you was written on those stones. |

9“Listen, you people of Israell You will go stayed on the mountain 40 days and 40 nights.

across the Jordan River today. You will g'lo(%'ﬁenfgfdat ZCZ mgdﬂ% ?lg?l;t%%;’vaéegd
into that land to force out nations greater ai 0rd g e
stronger than you. Their cities are big arrote his commands on the stones with his

finger. God wrote everything he said to you

from the fire when you were gathered together
scorpions  Insects with stingers in their tails that cause pain.  at the mountain.
manna The special food God sent to the people of Israel whi'

they wandered through the desert for 40 years.
ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parentsAnakites Descendants of Anak, a family famous for tall and

grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.  powerful fighting men. See Num. 13:33.
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11"So, at the end of 40 days and 40 nightcommand.24All the time that | have known
the Lord gave me two flat stones—the stonyou, you have refused to obey the Lord.
of the Agreement2Then the Lord said to me, 25'So | bowed down before the Lord 40
‘Get up and quickly go down from here. Thidays and 40 nights. Why? Because the Lord
people you brought out of Egypt have ruinesaid he would destroy yod®l prayed to the
themselves. They stopped obeying mLord. | said: Lord my Master, don't destroy
commands so quickly! They melted gold anyour people. They belong to you. You freed
made an idol for themselves.’ them and brought them out of Egypt with
13*The Lord also said to me, ‘I haveyour great power and streng#/Remember
watched these people. They are very stubbo your promise tpyour servants Abraham,
14 et me destroy these people completely, Isaac, and Jacob. Forget how stubborn these
no one will even remember their names! Thepeople are. Don't look at their evil ways or
| will make another nation from you that istheir sins.28lf you punish your people, the
stronger and greater than these people.”  Egyptians might say, ‘The Lord was not able
to take his people into the land he promised
The Golden Calf them. And he hated them. So he took them
15Then | turned and came down from thinto the desert to kill them29But they are
mountain. The mountain was burning witlyour people, Lord. They belong to you. You
fire. And the two flat stones of the Agreemeibrought them out of Egypt with your great
were in my handstél looked and | saw you power and strength.
had sinned against the Lord your God. | sa
the calf you made from melted gold! Yot New Stone Tablets
stopped obeying the Lord so quickiASo | 1 'At that time, the Lord said to me, ‘You
took the two flat stones and threw them dow ust cut out two flat stones like the first
There before your eyes | broke the stones two stones. Then you must come up to me on
pieces18Then | bowed down before the Lorcthe mountain. Also make a wooden baxwill
with my face to the ground for 40 days and <write on the flat stones the same words that were
nights, like | did before. | did not eat any fooion the first stones—the stones you broke. Then
or drink any water. | did this because you heyou must put these new stones in the Box.’
sinned so badly. You did the thing that is ev  3‘So | made a box from acacia wood. | cut
to the Lord, and you made him angtl. was two flat stones like the first two stones. Then |
afraid of the Lord’s terrible anger. He wawent up on the mountain. | had the two flat
angry enough to destroy you. But the Lorstones in my hand¢And the Lord wrote on the
listened to me agair!0The Lord was very stones the same words he had written before—
angry with Aaron—enough to destroy himthe Ten Commandments he spoke to you from
So | also prayed for Aaron at that tin#dl the fire, when you were gathered together at the
took that terrible thing—the calf you made—mountain. Then the Lord gave the two flat
and burned it in the fire. | broke it into smalstones to me?l came back down from the
pieces. And | crushed the pieces until themountain. | put the stones in the Box | had
were dust. Then | threw the dust into the rivimade. The Lord commanded me to put them

that came down from the mountain. there. And the stones are still there in that Box.”
. (6The people of Israel traveled from the
Moses Asks God to Forgive Israel wells of the people of Jaakan to Moserah.

22'Also, at Taberah, Massah, and KibrotIThere Aaron died and was buried. Aaron’s
Hattaavah you made the Lord ang?jAnd son Eleazar served in Aaron’s place as priest.
you did not obey when the Lord told you t7Then the people of Israel went from Moserah
leave Kadesh Barnea. He said, ‘Go up aito Gudgodah. And they went from Gudgodah
take the land | am giving you.’ But youto Jothathah, a land of riveft that time the
refused to obey the Lord your God. You diLord separated the family group of Levi from
not trust him. You did not listen to histhe other family groups for his special work.
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They had the work of carrying the Lord’s Boiis the same. The Lord does not accept money
of the Agreement.* They also served ¢to change his mindi®He helps children that
priests before the Lord. And they had tfhave no parents. He helps widows.* He loves
work of blessing people in the Lord’s nameteven the strangers in our country. He gives
They still do this special work toda§That is them food and clothe$9So0 you must also
why the Levites* did not get any share of larlove those strangers. Why? Because you
like the other family groups did. The Leviteyourselves were strangers in the land of Egypt.
have the Lord for their share. That is what tI 20“You must respect the Lord your God
Lord your God promised them.) and worship only him. Never leave him.
10| stayed on the mountain 40 days and «When you make promises, you must use only
nights, like the first time. The Lord alsthis name21The Lord is the one you should
listened to me at that time. The Lord deCid(praise. He is your God. He has done great and
not to destroy yolkThe Lord said to me, ‘Go amazing things for you. You have seen those
and lead the people on their trip. They will 9things with your own eye22When your
in and live in the land that I promised the ancestors* went down into Egypt, there were
ancestors* to give them. only 70 people. Now the Lord your God has
made you many, many people—as many as

What the Lord Really Wants -
. the stars in the sky.
12Now, people of Israel, listen! What doe: y
the Lord your God really want from you? Th Remember the Lord

Lord wants you to respect him and do what | “So you must love the Lord your God.
says. God wants you to love him and to serl You must do the things he tells you to
the Lord your GOdlSW'th all your heart anty, yoy must always obey his laws, rules, and
with all your soul.13S0 obey the laws anCe,nmands2Remember today all the great
commands of the Lord that | am giving yO pinae the Lord your God has done to teach
today. These laws and commands are for y‘you. It was you, not your children, that saw
ovvlrl“good. - those things happen and lived through them.
Everything belongs to the Lord YOUly oy saw how great the Lord is. You saw how

God. The heavens, even the highest heave - :
: -strong he is, and you saw the powerful things
belong to the Lord. The earth and everythuhe does3You, not your children, saw the

on it belong to the Lord your GotkThe Lord miracles he did. You saw the things he did in

loved your ancestors* very much. He love . .
them éo much that he )t/:hose you, the EQYPL IO Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, and to his
descendants,* to be his people. He chose y/N10le country.#You, not your children, saw
instead of any other nation. And you are stine things the Lord did to the Egyptian army—
his chosen people today. to their horses and chariots.* They were
16'Stop being stubbor. Give your hearts 118Sing you, but you saw the Lord cover them
the Lord.1Why? Because the Lord is youW|th the water from the Red Sea. You saw the
God. He is the God of gods and the Lord Lord completely destroy therdlt was you, not
your children, that saw all the things the Lord

lords He is the great God. He is the amazi your God did for you in the desert until you
and powerful fighter. To the Lord every persc
powerii g veryp came to this plac8You saw what the Lord did

to Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab from
Box of the Agreement Or, “ark of the Covenant,” the box Reben’s family. All the people of Israel

containing the flat stones with the Ten Commandments writt :
on them and other things that proved God was with the peomat(:hed as the ground Opened up like a mouth

of Israel during their time in the Sinai desert. and swallowed those men. It swallowed their
Levites People from the tribe of Levi. They helped the priests ifamilies, their tents, and all of their servants
the temple and worked for the civil government.
ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from. widows Women whose husbands have died.
descendants A person’s children and their future families. chariot(s) A small wagon used in war.
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and animals?It was you, not your children, help you remembemy laws. 19Teach these
that saw all those great things the Lord did.  laws to your children. Talk about these things
8‘So you must obey every command | tewhen you sit in your houses, when you walk
you today. Then you will be strong. And yoion the road, when you lie down, and when
will be able to go across the Jordan River aiyou get up.20Write these commands on the
take the land that you are ready to entedoorposts of your houses and on your gates.
9Then you will live a long life in that country. 21Then both you and your children will live a
The Lord promised to give that land to yoilong time in the land that the Lord promised
ancestors* and all their descendants.* It is to give to your ancestors.* You will live there
land filled with many good things.¥0The as long as the skies are above the earth.
land that you will get is not like the land o 22‘Be careful to obey every command |
Egypt that you came from. In Egypt, yothave told you to follow: Love the Lord your
planted your seeds, and then you used ycGod, follow all his ways, and be faithful to
feet to pump water from the canate water him. 23Then, when you go into the land, the
your plants, You watered your fieldsthe Lord will force all those other nations out.
same way you water a vegetable gardeYou will take the land from nations that are
11But the land that you will soon get is nolarger and more powerful than yot#All the
like that. In Israel there are mountains arland you walk on will be yours. Your land
valleys. And the land gets its water from thwill go from the deserfin the southall the
rain that falls from the skyt2The Lord your Way to Lebanonin the north It will go from
God cares for that land! The Lord your Gothe Euphrates Rivein the eastall the way to
watches over that land, from the beginning the Mediterranean Se&No person will be
the end of the year. able to stand against you. The Lord your God
13“The Lord says, ‘You must listen will make the people fear you wherever you
carefully to the commands | give you todayg0 in that land. That is what the Lord
You must love the Lord your God, and servPromised you before.
him with all your heart and all your soul. I o :
you do that, therd will send rain for your ~_ !Srael’s Choice: Blessings or Curses
land at the right time. | will send the autum 2¢‘Today | am giving you a choice. You
rain and the spring rain. Then you can gathmay choose the blessing or the cuf¥ou
your grain, your new wine, and your oil Will get the blessing if you listen and obey the
15And | will make grass grow in your ﬁe|dscommand5 of the Lord your God that | have

for your cows. You will have plenty to eat.” told you today28But you will get the curse if
16'But be carefull Don’t be fooled. Don't YOU refuse to listen and obey the commands
turn away to serve and worship other godOf the Lord your God. So don't stop living the
17f you do that, then the Lord will becomeWay | command you today. And don't follow
very angry at you. He will shut the skies, another gods,You know the Lord, bytyou
there will be no rain. The land will not make 1d°2”9‘t‘ know those gods.
harvest. And you will soon die in the goor 2?The Lord your God will lead you to
land that the Lord is giving you. your land. You will soon go in and take that

18'Remember these commands | give yoiland. At that time, you must go to the top of
Keep them in your heartsWrite these Mount Gerizim and read the blessings to the
commands andie them on your hands ancPeople from there. And then, you must go to
wear them on your foreheads for a way ithe top of Mount Ebal and read the curses to
the people from ther89These mountains are
on the other side of the Jordan River in the
ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person's parents|and of the Canaanite people living in the
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from. Jordan Vallev. These mountains are toward
descendants A person'’s children and their future families. y:
filed with many good things Literally, “flowing with milk and the west, not far from the oak trees of Moreh

honey.” near the town of GilgaBlYou will go across
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the Jordan River. You will take the land thewe wanted 8Why? Because we have not yet
the Lord your God is giving you. This lancentered the peaceful land that the Lord your
will belong to you. When you are living inGod is giving youl9But you will go across

this land,32you must carefully obey all thethe Jordan River and live in that land. The

laws and rules | give you today. Lord is giving that land to you. And the Lord
. will give you rest from all your enemies. You
The Place for Worshiping God will be safe.11Then the Lord will choose a

12“These are the laws and rules that ycplace to be his special house. The Lord will
must obey in your new land. You musput his name there. And you must bring all
carefully obey these laws as long as you lithe things | command you to that place. Bring
in this land. The Lord is the God of youyour burnt offerings, your sacrifices, one tenth
ancestors.* And the Lord is giving this land tof your crops and animals,* your special gifts,
you. 2You will take that land from the nationsany gifts you promised to the Lord, and the
that live there now. You must completelfirst animals born in your herd and flock.
destroy all the places where the people 12Come to that place with all your people—
these nations worship their gods. These plaryour children, all your servants, and the
are on high mountains, on hills, and und Levites* living in your towns. (These Levites
green treestYou must smash their altars* anwill not have a share of the land for their
break their stone memorials* into pieces. Ycown.) Enjoy yourselves together there with
must burn their Asherah poles* and cut dovthe Lord your God13Be sure you don't offer
the statues of their gods. your burnt offerings in just any place you see.
~ #You must not worship the Lord your Goc14The Lord will choose his special place
in the same way that those people worstamong your family groups. Offer your burnt
their godsThe Lord your God will choose Zofferings and do all the other things I told you
special place among your family groups. Ttonly in that place.
Lord will put his name there. That will be hi:  15'Wherever you live you may kill and eat
special house. You must go to that place any good animals, like gazelles and deer. You
worship him.6There you must bring yourmay eat as much of the meat as you want, as
burnt offerings, your sacrifices, one tenth (much as the Lord your God gives to you. Any
your crops and animals,* your special gift:person may eat this meat—people who are
any gifts you promised to the Lord, anclean* and people who are uncleadsBut
special gift you want to give, and the firsyou must not eat the blood. You must pour
animals born in your herds and flock¥ou the blood on the ground like water.
and your families will eat together at the 17There are some things you must not eat
place, and the Lord your God will be therin the places where you live. These things are:
with you. At that place, you will enjoy sharintthe part of your grain that belongs to God, the
the things you worked for. You will remembepart of your new wine and oil that belongs to
that the Lord your God blessed you and gaGod, the first animals born in your herd or
you those good things. _ flock, any gift that you promised to God, any
8"You must not continue to worship thespecial gifts you want to give or any other
way we have been worshiping. Until nowgits for God.18You must eat those offerings
each of us has been worshiping God any wonly at the place where the Lord your God
will be together with you—the special place
ancestors  Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person's parentsthat the Lord your God will choose. You must

grandparents, and all the people they are descended from. go there and eat together with your sons, your
altar(s) Atable or raised area used for offering sacrifices. '

memorial(s) Stones that were set up to help people rememt

the false gods they worshiped. Levites People from the tribe of Levi. They helped the priests in
Asherah poles Poles used to honor the goddess Asherah. Peo  the temple and worked for the civil government.
thought she could help them have many children. clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship.

one tenth ... animals Or, “tithes.” See Deut. 14:22-29. unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.
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daughters, all your servants, and the Levite 2%‘You are going to take your land from
living in your towns. Enjoy yourselves thertother people. The Lord your God will destroy
with the Lord your God. Enjoy the things yoithose people for you. You will force those
have worked for19But be sure that you people out of that land, and you will live
always share these meals with the Levites. [there.30After that happens, be careful! You
this as long as you live in your land. will destroy those people. So don't fall into
20-2¢The Lord your God promised to makethe trap of worshiping their false gods. Be
your country larger. When the Lord does thi:careful! Don't go to those false gods for help.
you might live too far from the place heDon't say, ‘Those people worshiped these
chooses to be his special house. If it is too figods, so | will worship that way toc*'Don’t
and you are hungry for meat, then you medo that to the Lord your GogDon't worship
eat any meat you have. You may kill anGod like that! Why?Because those people do
animal from the herd or flock that the Lorcall kinds of bad things that the Lord hates.
has given you. Do this the way | haviThey even bum their children as sacrifices to
commanded you. You may eat this meat thetheir gods! _
where you live any time you war€You may ~ 32'You must be careful to do everything |
eat this meat the same as you would ecommand you. Don't add anything to the
gazelle or deer meat. Any person can (things I tell you, and don’t take anything away.
this—people who are clean* and people wr False Prooh
are unclean.23But be sure not to eat the . __ alse Prophets _
blood. Why? Because the life is in the bloo<1 A prophet or a person that explains
And you must not eat meat that still has life | reams might come to you. He might
it. 24Don't eat the blood. You must pour thet€ll you that he will show you a sign or a

blood onto the ground like wate¥So don't Miracle.2And the sign or miracle he told you

eat blood. You must do everything that thaPout might come true. Then he might ask
Lord says is right. Then good things wilYOU to follow other gods (gods you don't
happen to you and to your descendanis.*  Know). He rlr,glght say fo you, ‘Let's serve
26f you decide to give something speciathose gods!3Don't listen to that person.
to God, then you must go to the special plaVNy? Because the Lord your God is testing
that the Lord your God will choose. And qutuﬁ Tne Lordhwantts todknlcl)w it you ll?l\\/(e him
ou make a special promise, then you must Wt @1l your heart and all your soulYou
%’0 that place Ft)o givg that gift to go@iZYou must follow thq Lord your God! Respect him.
must offer your bumnt offerings in that place OP€Y. the Lord's commands, and do what he

Offer the meat and the blood of your burrteIIS you. Serve the Lord, and never leave

: him! 5Also, you must kill that prophet or
offerings on the altar* of the Lord your God :
For yo%r other sacrifices, you muZt pour rPerson that explains dreams. Why? Because

blood on the altar of the Lord your God. Thehe told you to turn against the Lord your God.

And it was the Lord who brought you out of
you may eat the mea®Be careful to obey all the land of Egypt, where yog wgre slaves
the commands that | give you. When you ¢ ’ '

’ . . “That person tried to pull you away from the
the things that are good and right—the thing;c, thpe Lord your ng cgmmand){ed you to
that please the Lord your God—thel

; . live. So you must kill that person to remove
everything will go well for you and for your y-+ el from your people
descendants* forever. '

6“Someone close to you might secretly
persuade you to worship other gods. It might
Levites People from the tribe of Levi. They helped the priests iDe your own brother, your son, your daughter,
the temple and worked for the civil government. the wife you love or your closest friend. That

clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship. ; e
unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship. person mlght say, Let's go and serve other

descendants A person'’s children and their future families. gOdS-, (These are gOdS that you and your
altar(s) A table o raised area used for offering sacrifices. ~ @NCEStOrs never knevY/They are the gods of
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the people that live in the other lands arouitoday. You must do the things that the Lord
you, some near and some far awa§¥pu your God says are right.
must not agree with that person. Don't liste

to him. Don't feel sorry for him. Don't let him Israel, God's Special People
go free. And don't protect hin®-1MNo! You “You are the children of the Lord your
must kill that person! You must kill him with od. When someone dies, you must not

stones. You be the first person to pick Leut yourselves or shave your heads to show
stones and throw at him. Then all the Peofyour sadness?Why? Because you are
must throw stones to kill him. Why? Becausgitferent from other people. You are the
that person tried to pull you away from thy org's special people. From all the people in

Lord your God. And it was the Lord WNCipe world, the Lord your God chose you to be
brought you out of the land of Egypt, wherpis qwn special people.

you were slavestiThen all the people of
Israel will hear and be afraid. And they Wil  Fqod the Israglites Are Allowed to Eat

not do those evil things any more. Don't eat anything that the Lord hates.
Cities that Must Be Destroyed 4You may eat these animals: cows, sheep,

12The Lord your God has given you Citiesgoats,5deer, gazelles, roe deer, wild sheep,

to live in. Sometimes you might hear some be‘é‘”ld goats, antelopes, anld rr]nouhntalrp] sheep.
news about one of these cities. You might he ! 0t May eat any animal that has hooves
that 13some bad people in your own nation ard'V"ie7d into two parts and that chews the
persuading the people of their city to do pacud.* 7But don't eat camels, rabbits or rock
things. They might say to the people of the0adgers. These animals chew the cud, but
city, ‘Let's go and serve other gods.’ (Thesthey don't have split hooves. So those animals
gods would be gods that you never kne:are not a clean food for yodAnd you must
before.)14if you hear this kind of news, younot eat pigs. Their hooves are divided, but
must do all you can to learn if it is true. If youthey don’t chew the cud. So pigs are not a
learn that it is true—if you prove that such :clean food for you. Don't eat any meat from
terrible thing really did happendithen you pigs. Don't even touch a pig's dead body.

must punish the people of that city. You mus  %‘You may eat any kind of fish that has fins
kill them all. And Kill all their animals, too. and scales!9But don't eat anything living in
You must destroy that city completeliéThen the water that does not have fins and scales. It
you must gather all the valuable things anis not a clean* food for you.

take them to the center of the city and burn tt 11“You may eat any clean* birdi2But

city and everything in it. It will be a burnt don't eat any of these birds: eagles, vultures,
offering to the Lord your God. The city musibuzzards 13red kites, falcons, any kind of
become an empty pile of rocks forever. Thikite, 14any kind of ravenishorned owls,
city must never be built agaid/Everything in screech owls, sea gulls, any kind of hawk,
that city must be given to God to be destroye sjttle owis, great owls, white owlsdesert

SO you must not keep any of the things Coys, ospreys, cormorantfstorks, any kind
yourselves. If you follow this command, thet ¢ heron, hoopoes or bats.

the Lord will stop being so angry at you. The™ 1gp || insects with wings are unclean.* So
Lord will be kind to you. He will feel sorry for 4.t aat them 20But you may eat any
you. He will let your nation grow larger, like clean® bird

he promised your ancestorsi8This will '
happen if you listen to the Lord your God—ii

you obey all his commands that | give yoihooves The hard part of the foot of certain animals.
cud The food that is brought up from the stomach of some
animals (like cows) and chewed again.
ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parentsclean Pure or acceptable for eating or for worship.
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from. unclean Not pure or not acceptable for eating or for worship.
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2¥Don’t eat any animal that has died b"  The Special Year of Canceling Debts

itself. You may give the dead animal to th “At the end of every seven years, you
foreigner in your town, and he can eat it. C ust cancel debt&This is the way you
you may sell the dead animal to a foreignémust do this: Every person that has lent
But you yourselves must not eat the de¢money to another Israelite must cancel that
animal. Why? Because you belong to thdebt. He should not ask a brother (an Israelite)
Lord your God. You are his special people. to pay back that debt. Why? Because the Lord
“Don’t cook a baby goat in its mother's milk. said to cancel debts during that ye3¥ou
y may require a foreigner to pay you back. But
Giving One Tenth you must cancel any debt another Israelite
22'Every year you must be sure to save orowes you.4There should not be any poor
tenth of all the crops that grow in your fieldspeople in your country. Why? Because the
23Then you must go to the place the LorLord is giving you this land. And the Lord
chooses to be his special house. You will will greatly bless youSBut this will happen
there to be with the Lord your God. At thaonly if you obey the Lord your God. You
place you will eat the tenth of your crops—must be careful to obey every command that |
one tenth of your grain, your new wine, yothave told you todayThen the Lord your God
oil, and the first animals born in your herdwill bless you, like he promised. And you will
and flocks. In this way, you will alwayshave enough money to make loans to many
remember to respect the Lord your G&tBut nations. But you will not need to borrow from
that place might be too far for you to travel tcanyone. You will rule over many nations. But
Maybe you will not be able to carry one tentnone of those nations will rule over you.
of all the crops that the Lord has blessed yt  7When you are living in the land the Lord
with. If that happens, the#bsell that part of your God is giving you, there might be a poor
your crops. Take the money with you and cperson among your people. You must not be
to the special place that the Lord has chostselfish. You must not refuse to give help to
26Use the money to buy anything you want-that poor person8You must be willing to
cows, sheep, wine or beer or any other focshare with him. You must lend that person
Then you and your family should eat anwhatever he needs.
enjoy yourselves there in that place with tr  9“Don’t ever refuse to help someone
Lord your God.27But don't forget the simply because the seventh year, the year for
Levites* living in your town,Share your food canceling debts, is near. Don't let an evil
with them because they don't have a share thought like that enter your mind. You must
the land like you have. never have bad thoughts about a person that
28°At the end of every three years, yoineeds help. You must not refuse to help him.
must gather one tenth of your harvest for thif you don't help that poor person, then he
year. Store this food in your townwhere will complain to the Lord against you. And
other people can use.i#9This food is for the the Lord will find you guilty of sin.
Levites,* because they don't have any land 1 1‘Give the poor person all that you can.
their own. This food is also for other peoplDon't feel bad about giving to him. Why?
in your towns that need it. That food is foBecause the Lord your God will bless you for
foreigners, widows, and children that have rdoing this good thing. He will bless you in all
parents. If you do this, then the Lord youyour work and in everything you détThere
God will bless you in everything you do.  will always be poor people in the land. That is
why | command you to be ready to help your

Levites People from the tribe of Levi. They helped the priests iprOther' Give to the poor peOple In your land
the temple and worked for the civil government. that need heIp.
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Letting Slaves Go Free eating gazelles and deé®But you must not
12You might buy a Hebrew man or womareat the blood from the animal. You must pour

to serve you as a slave. You may keep ththe blood out on the ground like water.
person as a slave for six years. But in th
seventh year, you must let that person go fre Passover _
13But when you let your slave go free, don’l “‘Remember the month of Abib.* At
send him away with nothing4You must give hat time, you must celebrate Passover
that person some of your animals, grain, arto honor the Lord your God. Why? Because in
wine. The Lord your God blessed you and gathat month the Lord your God brought you
you plenty of good things. In the same wayout from Egypt by night?You must go to the
you must give plenty of good things to youplace the Lord will choose to be his special
slavel®Remember, you were slaves in Egyphouse. There you must offer the Passover
And the Lord your God set you free. So that isacrifice to honor the Lord. You must offer
why | am giving you this command today. ~ the cows and goat3Don't eat bread that has
16‘But one of your slaves might say to yotyeast in it with this sacrifice. You must eat
‘I 'will not leave you.’ He might say thisunleavened bread* for seven days. This bread
because he loves you and your family aiis called ‘Bread of Trouble." It will help you
because he has a good life with ydtMake remember the troubles you had in Egypt.
this servant put his ear against your door, aRemember how quickly you had to leave that
use a sharp tool to make a hole in his ear. Tcountry! You must remember that day as long
will show that he is your slave forever. Yoias you live.4There must be no yeast in
must do this even to the women slaves tranyone’s house anywhere in the country for
want to stay with you. seven days. Also, all the meat you sacrifice on
18‘Don’t feel bad about letting your slavethe evening of the first day must be eaten
go free. Remember, he served you six yearshefore morning.
only half the money you would have paid >‘You must not sacrifice the Passover
hired person. The Lord your God will blesanimal in any of the towns that the Lord your

you in everything you do. God gives youSYou must sacrifice the
. . Passover animal only at the place that the
Rules About Firstoorn Animals Lord your God will choose to be his special

1¥All the first male animals born in yourhouse. There you must sacrifice the Passover
herd and flock are special. You must givanimal in the evening when the sun goes
them to the Lord. Don't use any of thosdown. This is the holiday when you
animals for your work. And don’t cut woolremember that God brought you out of Egypt.
from any of those sheegPEvery year you 7You must cook the Passover meat and eat it
must take those animals to the place the Lcat the place the Lord your God will choose.
your God will choose. There with the LordThen, in the morning, you may go back home.
you and your family will eat those animals. 8You must eat unleavened bread* six days.

2I'But if an animal has something wroncOn the seventh day you must not do any
with it—if it is crippled or blind or has work. On this day, the people will come
something else wrong with it—then you mustogether for a special meeting to honor the
not sacrifice that animal to the Lord your GocLord your God.
22But you may eat the meat from that animal ¢
home. Any person may eat It—people who Apib This name means “young heads of grain.” This is the first
clean* and people who are unclean.* The rult  month of the Jewish calendr, also called Nisan. It was about

for eating this meat is the same as the rules the same time as March and April.
Passover Important Jewish holy day. They ate a special meal on
this day every spring to remember that God freed them from
clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship. slavery in Egypt.
unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship. unleavened bread Bread made without yeast.
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Festival of Weeks (Pentecost) Judges and Officers for the People

9You must count seven weeks from the tim  1&‘Choose men to be judges and officers in
you began to harvest the graifithen celebrate every town that the Lord your God gives you.
the Festival of Weeks for the Lord your GocEvery family group must do this. And these
Do this by bringing him some special gift yoimen must be fair in judging the peopléYou
want to bring. Decide how much to give bmust always be fair. You must not favor some
thinking about how much the Lord your Goipeople over other people. You must not take
has blessed yod!Go to the place the Lord will money to change your mind in judgment.
choose to be his special house. You and ycMoney blinds the eyes of wise people and
people should enjoy yourselves together thechanges what a good person will say.
with the Lord your God. Take all your peopl?°Goodness and Faimess! You must try very
with you—your sons, your daughter& and Ehard tO be gOOd and fair all the time! Then
your servants. Also, take the Levites,YoU will I|\_/e an_d keep the land that the Lord
foreigners, orphans,* and widows* living inyour God is giving you.
your towns.12Remember, you were slaves il God Hates [dols

Egypt. So be sure to obey these laws.
ayp y 2"When you set up an altar* for the Lord
Festival of Shelters your God, you must not place beside the altar

. f the wooden poles that honor the
13'Seven days after you have gathered yo2Y O
harvest in from your threshing floor* ancdoddess AsherahZAnd you must not set up

i lal stones for worshiping false gods. The
from your winepress,* you should celebrat?PS<' :
the Festival of ShelterséEnjoy yourselves at -0"d Your God hates those things.

all your servants, and the Levites,* foreigner 'You must not sactifice to the Lord
orphans,* and widows* living in your towns.l your God a cow or sheep if there is

15Celebrate this festival for seven days at tl : e b
special place the Lord will choose. Do this tﬁgyéh;ggrvggg %a\?gtshitllt' Why? Because the

honor the Lord your God. The Lord your Go:
blessed your harvest and all the work you di Punishment for Worshiping Idols

So be very happy! 2'You might hear about an evil thing that
16Three times a year all your men muspannens in one of the cities that the Lord your
come to meet with the Lord your God at thGoq is giving you. You might hear that a man
special place he will choose. They must congy woman in your group has sinned against
for the Festival of Unleavened Bread, ththe Lord. You might hear that they have
Festival of Weeks, and the Festival cproken the Agreement of the Lorcithat they
Shelters. Every person that comes to Mehave worshiped other gods. Or maybe that
with the Lord must bring a gift’Each man they have worshiped the sun, the moon or the
should give as much as he can. He shotstars. That is against the Lord’s command that
decide how much to give by thinking aboL| gave you.4If you hear bad news like this,
how much the Lord has given him. then you must check it carefully. You must
learn if it is true that this terrible thing has
Levites People from the tribe of Levi. They helped the priests ilgea”y happened in Israel. l.f you prove that it
the temple and worked for the civil government. IS true,5then you must punish the person that
orphans  Children whose parents have died. did that evil thing. You must take that man or

widows Women whose hushands have died. Often these womgpoman out to a pub|ic p|ace near the City
had no one to care for them.

threshing floor A place where grain is beaten or walked on ti
remove the hulls from the grain. altar(s) A table or raised area used for offering sacrifices.

winepress A place where people pressed grapes to make wirAsherah A goddess that the Assyrians and Canaanites
This was often a shallow hole carved in rock. worshiped. They thought she could help them have children.
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gates and kill them with stone#But a person horses. Why? Because the Lord has told you,
should not be punished with death if only or'You must never go back that way7Also,
witness says that person did the evil thing. Bthe king must not have too many wives. Why?
if two or three witnesses say it is true, then tBecause that will make him turn away from
person must be killed'The witnesses mustthe Lord. And the king must not make himself
throw the first stones to kill that person. Therich with silver and gold.

the other people should throw stones to fini  18‘And when the king begins to rule, he
killing him. In this way, you will remove thatmust write a copy of the law for himself in a

evil from your group. book. He must make that copy from the books
- N that the priests and Levites* kedfiThe king
Difficult Court Decisions must keep that book with him. He must read

8There might be some problems that afrom that book all his life. Why? Because the
too hard for your courts to judge. It might be king must learn to respect the Lord his God.
murder case or an argument between t\And the king must learn to completely obey
people. Or it might be a fight in whicteverything the law command&iThen the
someone was hurt. When these cases king will not think that he is better than any of
argued in your towns, your judges there mighis own people. And he will not turn away
not be able to decide what is right. Then y«from the law, but he will follow it exactly.
must go to the special place that the Lord ycThen that king and his descendants* will rule
God will choose 9The priests are from thethe kingdom of Israel a long time.
Levi family group. You must go to those
priests and to the judge on duty at that tim  Supporting the Priests and Levites
Those men will decide what to do about th “The family group of Levi will not get
problem.10There at the Lord’s special plac any share of land in Israel. Those
they will tell you their decision. You must dcpeople will serve as priests. They will live by
whatever they say. Be sure to do all the thineating the sacrifices that are cooked on the fire
they tell you to dollYou must accept theirand offered to the Lord. That is the share for
decision and follow their instructions exactlythe people from the Levi family group.
You must do exactly what they tell you t2Those Levites* will not get any share of land
do—don't change anything! like the other family groups. The Levites’

12'You must punish any person that refustshare is the Lord himself, just like the Lord
to obey the judge or the priest that is there said to them.
that time serving the Lord your God. The 3‘When you kill a cow or a sheep for a
person must die. You must remove that e'sacrifice, you must give the priests these
person from Israel3All the people will hear parts: the shoulder, both cheeks, and the
about this punishment and be afraid. And thstomach4You must give the priests the first

will not be stubborn any more. part of your harvest. You must give them the
, first part of your grain, your new wine, and
How to Choose a King your oil. You must give the Levites* the first

1#You will enter the land that the Lordwool cut from your sheeWhy? Because
your God is giving you. You will take thaithe Lord your God looked at all your family
land and live in it. Then you will say, ‘Wegroups and chose Levi and his descendants*
will put a king over us, like all the nationsto serve him as priests forever.
around us.*When that happens, then yo & Every Levite* man has a special time to
must be sure to choose the king that the Lcwork at the temple. But if he wants to work
chooses. The king over you must be one there some other time too, then he may work
your own people. You must not make
foreigner your king°The klng.must not get Levites People from the tribe of Levi. They helped the priests in
more and more horses for himself. And the temple and worked for the civil government.
must not send people to Egypt to get modescendants A person's children and their future families.
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anytime he wantsAny Levite living in any God again! Don't let us see that great fire or
town anywhere in Israel may leave his horrwe will die!”
and come to the Lord's special place. He mi  1™The Lord said to me, ‘The thing they
do this any time he wantsAnd this Levite ask for is good!8| will send them a prophet*
may serve in the name of the Lord his Golike you. This prophet will be one of their
the same as all his brother Levites that are own people. I will tell him the things he must
duty before the Lord8And that Levite will say. And he will tell the people everything |
get an equal share with the other Levites, command19This prophet will speak for me.
addition to the share his family normally getsAnd when he speaks, if any person refuses to
listen to my commands, then | will punish

Israel Must Not Live Like Other Nations that person.’
9“When you come into the land that th
Lord your God is giving you, don't learn tc How to Know False Prophets

do the terrible things the people of the othi  20"But a prophet* might say something that
nations there do'®on't sacrifice your sons | did not tell him to say. And he might tell
or daughters in the fires on your altars.* Donpeople that he is speaking for me. If this
try to learn what will happen in the future brhappens, then that prophet must be killed.
talking to a fortune teller or by going to ¢Also, a prophet might come that speaks for
magician, a witch or a sorcerédDon't let other gods. That prophet must also be killed.
anyone try to put magic spells on othe2lYou might be thinking, ‘How can we know
people. Don't let any of your people become if something a prophet says is not from the
medium* or a wizard.* And no person shoul(Lord?' 22f a prophet says he is speaking for
try to talk with someone that has diédThe the Lord, but the thing does not happen, then
Lord your God hates people doing thosyou will know that the Lord did not say it. You
things. That is why he is forcing those othewill know that this prophet was speaking his
nations out of this country for yod3You own ideas. You don't need to be afraid of him.
must be faithful to the Lord your God.

_ Cities of Safety
The Lord's Special Prophet 1 ‘The Lord your God is giving you land
14You must force those other nations ot hat belongs to other nations. The Lord

of your land. The people of those nationwill destroy those nations. You will live where
listen to people who use magic and try to tethose people lived. You will take their cities
the future. But the Lord your God will not lefand their houses. When that happendjou
you do those thingstsThe Lord your God must divide the land into three parts. Then in
will send to you a prophet.* This prophet wileach part you must choose a city close to
come from among your own people. He wieveryone in that area. And you must prepare
be like me. You must listen to this propheroads to those cities. Then any person that kills
16God will send you this prophet because thanother person may run to that city for safety.
is what you asked him to do. When you wel  4This is the rule for the person that kills
gathered together at Mount Horé8inai), someone and runs away to one of those three
\you were afraid of God's voice and the greicities to be safe: It must be a person that killed
fire you saw on the mountain. Sgu said, the other person accidentally. It must be a
‘Don’t let us hear the voice of the Lord ouperson that did not hate the person he killed.
SHere is an example: A man goes into the
altar(s) A table or raised area used for offering sacrifices. forest W'th an_Other person to cut wood. The
medium A person that tries to talk with the spirits of deadman swings his axe to cut down a tree, but the
people. , o , head of the axe separates from the handle. The
s o010 c1e head s the other person and kil i
poEsed dregms and visior):s to show then? things to teach (he man who swung t,he axe may then run 0
the people. one of those three cities and be s&Rut if
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the city is too far away, he might not be able Witnesses

run there fast enough. A close relative* of tt - 15|f a person is accused of doing
person he killed might run after him and catcsomething against the law, one witness is not
him before he reaches the city. The clo:enough to prove that the person is guilty.
relative might be very angry and kill the marThere must be two or three witnesses to prove
But the man did not deserve death. He did rthat the person really did wrong.

hate the person he kille§iThe cities must be %A witness might try to hurt another
close to everyongThat is why | command PErson by '13’7'”9 and saying that this person
you to choose three special cities. did wrong. 17If that happens, then both of

" - those people must go to the Lord’s special
>"The Lord your God promised your father.house and be judged by the priests and judges

that he would make your land larger. He Wiy 5i"5re on duty at that timé8The judges
give you all the land that he promised 10 givyy st ask careful questions. They might find
to your ancestors.8He will do this if you that the witness lied against the other person.
completely obey his commands that | give y(|f the witness lied1%hen you must punish
today—if you love the Lord your God anthim. You must do to him the same thing he
always live the way he wants. Then, when tiwanted to do to the other person. In this way,
Lord makes your land larger, you shoulyou will remove that evil from your group.
choose three more cities for safety. The2%Other people will hear about this and be
should be added to the first three citie afraid. And those people will not do evil
10Then innocent people will not be killed irthings like that again.

the land that the Lord your God is giving you 2% Punishment must be as severe as the

And you will not be guilty for any deaths. nggﬂn [t)hoant,t dt)eeesl \fv%;y allafogt Fé‘rjggihiggez .
1*But a man might hate another persmp g. P

That man might hide, waiting to kil thEIlfe, then he must pay with his own life. The

person he hates. He might kill that person angﬁ(;sfg?g%%goraa%rg;y%r%t%cgth foratooth, a

run away into one of those cities of safégjt
that happens, then the eld¢isaders)in that Rules for War

man's home town must send someone to 12 ‘When you go out to battle against

him and take him away from the city o our enemies, and you see horses,
safety. Those leaders must give that man chariots,* and many more people than you
the close relative.* The murderer must dihave, you must not be afraid of them. Why?
13You must not feel sorry for him. He wa:Because the Lord your God is with you—and

quilty of killing an innocent person. You musthe Lord brought you out of Egypt.

remove that guilt from Israel. Then everythin 2 When you go to the battle, the priest must
will go well for you. go to the soldiers and speak to théfhe priest

will say, ‘Men of Israel, listen to me! Today
Property Lies Dot lose you courage: bort be roubed o
14¢ 1YL

You rﬂESt ot move thePstonles that ?a“upset! Don't be afraid of the enem§ivhy?
your neighbor’s property. People put thosgacyse the Lord your God is going with you,
stones there in the past to mark each persCHe il help you fight against your enemies.
property. Those stones mark the land that tThe Lord your God will help you win!
Lord your God gave you. SThose Levite, officers will say to the
soldiers, ‘Is there any man here that has built a

close relative Literally, “avenger of blood.” When a person wasnew house, but has not yet dedicated it? That
killed, his relative had to be sure the killer was punished.

ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from. chariot(s) A small wagon used in war.
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man should go back home. He might be killethese trees, but you must not cut them down.
in the battle. And then another person wiThese trees are not the enemy, so don't make
dedicate that man’s housés there any man war against them?0But you may cut down
here that has planted a field of grapes, but tthe trees that you know are not fruit trees.
not yet gathered any of the grapes? That mYou may use these trees to build weapons for
should go back home. If that man dies in ttrmaking war against that city. You may use
battle, then another person will enjoy the fruthem until the city falls.

from his field.7Is there any man here that i

engaged to be married? That man should If a Person Is Found Murdered
back home. If he dies in the battle, then anott “In the land that the Lord your God is
man will marry the woman he is engaged to.’ giving you, a man might be found

&Those Levite, officers must also say tomurdered in a field. But no one knows who
the people, ‘Is there any man here that has likilled him. 2Then your leaders and judges
his courage and is afraid? He should go bamust come out and measure the distance to
home. Then he will not cause the othethe towns around the person that was killed.
soldiers to lose their courage todThen, after 3When you learn which town is nearest to the
the officers have finished speaking to thdead man, the leaders of that town must take a
army, they must choose captains to lead tcow from their herds. It must be a cow that
soldiers. never had a calf. And it must be a cow that

1*When you go to attack a city, you mushas never been used for wofkhe leaders of
first offer peace to the people thetéf they that town must then bring the cow down to a
accept your offer and open their gates, then valley with running water. It must be a valley
the people in that city will become your slavethat has never been plowed or had anything
and be forced to work for yol2But if the city planted in it. Then the leaders must break the
refuses to make peace with you and fighcow's neck there in that valle§The priests,
against you, then you should surround the ciithe descendants* of Levi, must also go there.
13And when the Lord your God lets you tak(The Lord your God has chosen these priests
the city, you must kill all the men in #4But to serve him and to bless people in his name.
you may take for yourselves the women, tIThe priests will decide who is right in every
children, the cows, and everything else in ttargument where a person is hufAll the
city. You may use all these things. The Lorleaders of the town nearest the murdered man
your God has given these things to yBiThat must wash their hands over the cow that had
is what you must do to all the cities that alits neck broken in the valleyThese leaders
very far from you—the cities that are not ilmust say, ‘We did not kill this man. And we
the land where you will live. did not see it happefLord, you saved Israel.

16'But when you take cities in the land thawe are your people. Now make us pure.*
the Lord your God is giving you, you must kil Don't blame us for killing an innocent man.’
everyone.17You must completely destroy allin this way, those men will not be blamed for
the people—the Hittites, the Amorites, thkilling an innocent mandIn this way, you
Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and twill do the right thing. And you will remove
Jebusites. The Lord your God has commandthat guilt from your group.
you to do this18Why? Because then they
won't be able teach you to sin against the Lo Women Captured in War
your God. They will not be able to teach yo  10*You might fight against your enemies,
to do any of the terrible things they do wheand the Lord your God might let you defeat
they worship their gods. them. You might carry your enemies away as

1%When you are making war against i
C-Ity’ you mlght surround that city for a IOngdescendants A person’s children and their future families.
time. You mU_St not cut down the fru[t e make ... pure Or, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word
around that city. You may eat the fruit fron  means “to cover,” “to hide,” or “to erase sins.”
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captives.11You might see a beautiful womar  Criminals Killed and Hung on a Tree

among the captives that you want to be yo 22A person might be guilty of a sin that
wife. 12You must then bring her into youimust be punished by death. After he is killed,
house. She must shave her head and cut people might hang his body on a tré&ou
nails. 13She must take off the clothes she wimust not let that body stay on the tree all
wearing that showed she was taken in war. Snight. You must be sure to bury this man on
must stay in your house and be sad about losthe same day. Why? Because the person that
her father and her mother for a full month. Aftchangs on a tree is cursed by God. You must
that, you may go to her and become hnot ruin the land that the Lord your God is
hushand. She will be your wifé4lf you are not 91ving you.
pleased with her, then you must divorce her a Other Laws
let her go free. You cannot sell her. You mu

not treat her like a slave. Why? Because y2 "If you see that your neighbor's cow or
had sexual relations with her. heep is loose, you must not ignore it
You must be sure to take it back to its owner.

The Oldest Son 2If the owner does not live near you or if you

" : - don’'t know who it belongs to, then you may
15'A ' man might have two wives. And he ;
might love one wife more than the other. Bowtake the caw or sheep to your house. And you

: ; : . may keep it with you until the owner comes
wives might have children for him. And th‘looking for it. Then you must give it back to

first child might be the child of the wife hepin “syou must do the same thing when you

property among his children, he can't give ttcjothes or anything else your neighbor loses.
son of the wife he loves the things that beloryoy must help your neighbor.

to the firstborn* child17The man must accepi 4« your neighbor's donkey or cow has

the first child, the son of the wife he doesrfallen down on the road, you must not ignore
love. The man must give the first son a doutit. You must help him lift it up again.

share of all his things. Why? Because th 5‘A woman must not wear men'’s clothes.
child is his first child. The right of theAnd a man must not wear women'’s clothes.

firstoorn* child belongs to that child. That is very disgusting to the Lord your God.
6You might be walking along a path and
Children Who Refuse to Obey find a bird's nest in a tree or on the ground. If

18‘A man might have a son who is stubborthe mother bird is sitting with her baby birds or
and refuses to obey. This son doesn't obey 0N the eggs, then you must not take the mother
father or mother. They punish the son, but bird with the babies’You may take the babies
still refuses to listen to ther9His father and for yourself. But you must let the mother go. If
mother must then take him to the leaders YOU obey these laws, then things will go well
the town at the town meeting plad€They fo%}"&‘ﬁ and yOUbW'.llld“VG a |0”ﬁ time.
must say to the leaders of the town: ‘Our si,_ . % svgl?/glrjouﬁld ygu?%vof fﬁ%ny;éju r\?leJ”st
is stubborn and refuses to obey. He doesn't : '
anything we tell him to do. Hye eats and r][“flt ?e gmklltygor the death of a person that
drinks too much.2Then the men in the town' > fom the house.
must kill the son with stones. By doing thi  Things That Must Not Be Put Together

you will remove this evil from yourselves. All - g0 must not plant seeds of grain in the

the people of Israel will hear about this and Isa e fields as your grapevines. Why?
afraid.

wall around your roof In ancient Israel the roofs of houses
firstborn  The first born child. The firstborn son was very  were flat, and people used them like an extra room. This law
important in ancient times. made the roof a safer place.
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Because then they become useless,* and yparents might not have the proof that she was
can't use either the grapes or the grain tha virgin.* If this happens2ithen the town
grows from the seeds you planted. leaders must bring the girl to the door of her
1#You must not plow with a cow and afather’s house. Then the men of the town
donkey together. must kill her with stones. Why? Because she
1*You must not wear cloth made byhas done a shameful thing in Israel. She has
weaving together wool and linen. acted like a prostitute* in her father's house.

12Tie several pieces of thread togethe yoy myst remove that evil from your people.
Then put these tassels* on the four corners

the robes you wear. Sexual Sins

22| a man is found having sexual relations
with another man’s wife, then both of them
must die—the woman and the man that had
sexual relations with her. You must remove
that evil from Israel.

Marriage Laws

13*A man might marry a girl and have
sexual relations with her. Then he migf
decide that he does not like héfHe might
lie and say, ‘I married this woman, but whe ™ : o
we had sexual relations, | found she was no, 2> A man might meet a virgin* girl engaged
virgin.* By saying this against her, peopl¢!© another man. He might have sexual
might think bad things about he¥If this relations with her. If this happens in the city,
happens, the girl's father and mother mu24hen you must bring them both out to the
bring the proof that the girl was a virgin to th Public place near the gate of that city, and you
town e|ders(|eaders)a'[ the meeting p|ace of must kill them with stones. You must k|||_the
the town.16The girl’'s father must say to theman, because he used another man's wife for
leaders, ‘| gave my daughter to this man to Isexual sin. And you must kill the girl, because
his wife, but now he does not want hefhis she was in the city but did not call for help.
man has told lies against my daughter. FYou must remove that evil from your people.
said, “I did not find the proof that your 25But if a man finds an engaged girl out in
daughter is a virgin." But here is the proof thithe field and forces her to have sexual
my daughter was a virgin.” Then they shoulrelations with him, then only the man must
show the cloth* to the town leadef8Then die, 26You must do nothing to the girl. She did
the leaders of that town must take that minothing that deserves the punishment of death.
and punish him!9They must fine him 40 Thjs is like a person attacking his neighbor
ounces of silver.* They must give the moneang killing him.27The man found the engaged
to the girl’s father because her husbargir oyt in the field. He attacked her. And
brought shame to an Iﬁraehte,glrl._f\nd the gimaybe she called for help, but there was no
m\ﬁczoﬁg?:ﬁ rtl?stl)i?et e man's wife. He caflgne tq help heySo she must not be punished.

20°But the things that the husband sai 2A man might find a virgin* il that is
about his wife might be true. The wife'<"Ot engaged and force her to have sexual

' “relations with him. If other people see this
they become uselessLiterally, “they become holy.” This means happen’zgthen he must pay the girl’s father
>t/hese things belonged o)r/fly to yGod, S0 theyycouldn’t be ung]O ounce:s of_S||ver.* And the girl will become
by the people. the man’s wife. Why? Because he used her
tassels These pieces of string were made from differenfor sexual sin. He can’t divorce her all his life.
materials, so they became holy. This helped the peoy’

remember God and his commands.
virgin - A woman who has not had sexual relations with anyonevirgin -~ A woman who has not had sexual relations with anyone.
cloth The blood-stained bed cover that the bride kept from h prostitute A woman paid by men for sexual sin.

wedding night to prove she was a virgin when she married. 20 ounces of silver This money became the dowry, the money a
40 ounces of silver This is probably twice the amount of money  man paid to a woman's father to seal the marriage agreement.

that a man usually paid the father of the bride to seal t|  Often the father saved this money to take care of the woman if
marriage agreement. See Deut. 22:29. something happened to her husband.



DEUTERONOMY 22:30-23:23 230

30°A man must not bring shame to hi:bathe himself in water. And when the sun
father by having sexual relations with higoes down, he may come into the camp again.

father's wife.” 12*You also must have a place outside the
o . camp where you can go to have a bowel
People Who Can Join in Worship movement13With your weapons, you must

2 “A man with crushed testicles or part calso carry a stick to dig with. Then, when you
his sex organs cut off may not join witthave a bowel movement, you must dig a hole
the men of Israel to worship the Lof a and cover it up14Why? Because the Lord
man'’s parents were not legally married, theyour God is there with you in your camp to
that man may not join with the men of Israisave you and to help you defeat your enemies.
to worship the Lord. And none of hi<So the camp must be holy. Then the Lord will
descendants* to the tenth generation—mnot see something disgusting and leave you.
join in that group!
3An Ammonite or Moabite may not join Other Laws
with the men of Israel to worship the Lorc 1%|f a slave runs away from his master to
And none of their descendants*—to the tenyou, you must not give this slave back to his
generation—may join in that groupWhy? master.16This slave may live with you
Because the Ammonites and Moabites refuswherever he likes. He may live in whatever
to give you bread and water on your trip at ticity he chooses. You must not trouble him.
time you came from Egypt. They also tried {  1™An Israelite man or woman must never
hire Balaam to curse you. (Balaam was tlhecome a temple prostitutel8The money
son of Beor from the city of Pethor ireamed by a man* or woman prostitute must
Mesopotamia.pBut the Lord your God not be brought to the special house of the Lord
refused to listen to Balaam. The Lord changyour God. A person can't use that money to
the curse into a blessing for you. Whypay for the things he promised to give to God.
Because the Lord your God loves yé%ou \Why? Because the Lord your God hates for
must never try to make peace with thpeople to sell their bodies for sexual sin.
Ammonite or Moabite people. As long as Yo' 19“When you loan something to another
live, don't be friendly to them. Israelite, you must not charge interest. Don't
. charge interest on money, on food or on
 People the Israelites Must Accept anything that may earn interegfYou may
™You must not hate an Edomite. Why'charge interest to a foreigner. But you must
Because he is your relative. You must not hengt charge interest to another Israelite. If you
an Egyptian. Why? Because you were f|low these rules, then the Lord your God
stranger in his landiThe children of the third i pless you in everything you do in the land
generation born to the Edomites anyhere you are going to live.
Egyptllans may join with the men of Israel t 21“When you make a promise to the Lord
worship the Lord. your God, don't be slow to pay all that you
promised. Why? Because the Lord your God
will demand that you pay it. You will sin if
you don't pay the things you promisetdlf
'you don't make a promise, then you are not
sinning.23But you must do the things you say
you will do. If you make a special promise to

Keeping the Army Camp Clean

9“When your army goes to fight agains
your enemies, stay away from everything th
would make you unclean.X0f there is any
man who is unclean because he had a w
dream during the night, then he must go out «
the camp. He must stay away from the cam

11Then, when evening comes, the man mutemple prostitute  The people who worshiped false gods in the
land of Canaan had both men and women serving as priests by
giving their bodies in sexual sin.

descendants A person’s children and their future families. man Literally, “dog.” This probably means a man paid by other

unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship. men that use him for sexual sin.
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God, then you chose to make that promis &When you have a very bad skin disease,*
God did not force you to make that promisibe very careful to follow all the things the
So you must do the thing you promised! ~ Levite priests teach you. You must follow
24\When you go through another person’carefully the things | told the priests to do.
field of grapes, you may eat as many grap®Remember what the Lord your God did to
as you want. But you can’t put any of thMiriam* on your trip out of Egypt. ,
grapes in your baskgand take them with  1®*When you give a person any kind of
you,. 25When you go through anothelloan, you must not go into his house to get
person’s field of grain, you may eat all thsecurity.*1You must stand outside. Then the
grain you can pick with your hands. But yoPerson that you gave the loan to will bring out

can't use a sickle to cut that person’s grathe security to youlZf he is a poor man,
and take it with you. then he might give the clothes that keep him

_ warm,. You must not keep that security

2 4‘[‘A man might marry a woman, andovernight.13You must give his security back

hen find some secret thing about héto him every evening. Then he wiil have
that he does not like. If that man is ncclothes to sleep in. He will bless you, and the
pleased with her, he must write the divorcLord your God will accept this as living right
papers and give them to her. Then he mtand doing good.
send her from his hous8/Vhen she has left 14*You must not cheat a hired servant that
his house, she may go and become anotlis poor and needy. It does not matter if he is
man’s wife.3-4But suppose the new hushanan Israelite or if he is a foreigner living in one
also does not like her and sends her away.of your cities.15Give him his pay every day
that man divorces her, then the first husha before sunset. Why? Because he is poor and
may not take her again to be his wife. Or depends on the money. If you don’t pay him,
the new husbhand dies, then her first husbahe will complain against you to the Lord. And
may not take her again to be his wife. She hyou will be guilty of sin.
become unclean to him. If he married he 16‘Parents must not be put to death for
again, he would be doing something the LoiSomething their children did. And children
hates. You must not sin like this in the lanmust not be put to death for something their
that the Lord your God is giving you. parents did. A person should be put to death

5When a man is newly married, he musonly for a bad thing that he himself did.

not be sent into the army. And he must not | 1*"You must make sure that foreigners and

given any other special work. For one year [0TPhans* are treated fairly. And you must
must be free to stay home and make his niN€ver take clothes from a widow* as security.

wife happy. 18Remember, you were poor slaves in Egypt.
6'When you lend a person something, yo‘And the Lord your God took you from that

must not take as security* any part of the stonP12C€ and set you free. That is why | tell you to
he uses to grind flour. Why? Because thed0 (nese things for poor people.

would be the same as taking away his food. th;i‘izlzlu g?]ighgﬁem?art]??éirn%tyg#é @/g?ome
A person might kidnap another Israelite— andy g g

one of his own peonle. And that kidna egr_ain there. You must not go back to geit it. It
might sell that%ergon as a slave. Ifaﬁawm be for the foreigners, the orphans,* and

happens, then that kidnapper must be kiIIewthe widows.* If you leave some grain for

You must remove that evil from your group.
a very bad skin disease Or, “leprosy.”
Miriam ~ See Num. 12:1-15.
security Anything a person gives to show he will pay his loanorphans Children whose parents have died.
If the person does not pay back his loan, then the lender (widow(s) Women whose husbands have died. Often these
keep that thing. women had no one to care for them.
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them, then the Lord your God will bless yotake his shoe off his foot. Then she must spit
in everything you do20When you beat your in his face. She must say, ‘This is being done
olive trees, you must not go back to check tto the man who will not build up his brother’s
branches. The olives you leave will be for ttfamily!” 10Then that brother's family will be
foreigners, the orphans, and the widowknown in _Israel as ‘the family of the man
21\When you gather the grapes from yoiwho had his shoe taken off.” .
vineyard, you must not go back to gather ti _*Two men might be fighting against each
grapes you left. Those grapes will be for ﬂother. One man’s wife mlght come to hE|p her
foreigners, the orphans, and the widowhusband. But she must not grab the other
22Remember you were poor slaves in EgyMan’s private partstdf she does that, then
That is why | tell you to do these things fcCUL Off her hand. Donttfeel sorry for her.
poor people. Don't carry trick weights for cheating

“When two people have an argumenpeoplej_Don’t use yveights that are too heavy
2 hey should go to the court. The judge®” too light. 14Don’t keep measures in your

- : : o ~ house that are too large or too smafYou
ngrsdc?r? '?s \YVVPA%Z g)lcfartsr? g jla drégehtdaeré?dvgg I(;]lmust use weights and measures that are correct
Berson must be beaten with a whip, then tand accurate. Then you will live a long time in
judge must make that person lie face dowthe land that the Lord your God is giving you.

, : .~ 16The Lord your God hates people that cheat
ﬁ%g:%;%lgsbe%ghﬁu%lg Fc)J?rt?r(r)\r(]a QN Egengrlwith false weights and measures. Yes, he hates

be hit depends on the crin#.ou must never all people who do wrong.
hit a person more than 40 times. If you beal The Amalekites Must Be Destroyed

person more than 40 times, then that sho yppememper what the people of Amalek
that person’s life is not important to you. 44 1o you when you were coming from

#When an animal is being used to separégq, 1 18The Amalekites did not respect God.
grain, you must not cover its mouth to Stop They attacked you when you were weak and
from eating. . tired. They killed all your people who were

>'If two brothers live together, and one Og|oy and walking behind everyone else.
them dies and has no son, then the yvlfe of i9That is why you must destroy the memory
dead brother must not be married 10 of the Amalekites from the world. You will
stranger outside the family. Her husbanddg this when you enter the land that the Lord
brother must take her as a wife and hayoyr God is giving you. There he will give
sexual relations with her. Her husband yoy rest from all the ‘enemies around you. But

brother must do the duty of a hushand gon't forget to destroy the Amalekites!
brother for her8Then the first child that she

gives birth to will take the place of the man’ The First Harvest

dead brother. Then the dead brother’s nai “You will soon enter the land that the
will not be taken out of Israeflf the man 2 Lord your God is giving you. You will
does not want to take his brother's wife, thetake that land and live the®ou will gather
the brother's wife must go to the leaders the crops that grow in the land the Lord is
the town meeting place. His brother's wifgiving you. You must take the first crops and
must say to the leaders, ‘My husband put them in baskets. Then take that first part
brother refuses to keep his brother’s narof your harvest to the place the Lord your
alive in Israel. He will not do the duty of ¢God chooses to be his special how&o to
husband’s brother to me8Then the leadersthe priest that is serving at that time. Tell him,
of the city must call the man and talk to hin‘The Lord promised our ancestors that he
If the man is stubborn and says, ‘I don't waiwould give us some land. Today | come to
to take her,then his brother’s wife mustannounce to the Lord your God that | have
come to him in front of the leaders. She mucome to that land"
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4Then the priest will take the basket froncommands you gave me. | have not refused to
you. He will put it down in front of the altar* obey any of your commands. | have not
of the Lord your God>Then there before theforgotten themi4 have not eaten this food
Lord your God you will say: ‘My ancestorwhen | was sad.* | was not unclean when |
was a wandering Aramean.* He went dowcollected this food.* | have not offered any of
into Egypt and stayed there. When he wethis food for dead people. | have obeyed you,
there, he had only a few people in his famihLord my God. | have done all the things you
But in Egypt he became a great nation—commanded mésLook down from your holy
powerful nation with many peopléThe home, from heaven, and bless your people
Egyptians treated us badly. They made ilsrael. And bless the land that you gave us.
slaves. They hurt us and forced us to wo You promised our ancestors* to give us this
very hard.”Then we prayed to the Lord, theland—a land filled with many good things.*
God of our ancestors,* and complained abo
them. And the Lord heard us. He saw ol Obey the Lord’s Commands
trouble, our hard work, and our suffering 16Today the Lord your God commands
8Then the Lord brought us out of Egypt witlyou to obey all these laws and rules. Be
his great power and strength. He used grecareful to follow them with all your heart and
miracles and wonders. He did amazing thingsoul. 17Today you have said that the Lord is
950 he brought us to this place. He gave your God. You have promised to live the way
this land—a land filled with many goodhe wants. You promised to follow his
things.* 10Now, Lord, | bring you the first teachings, and to obey his laws and
harvest from the land that you gave me.”  commands. You said you will do everything

“Then you must put the harvest dowihe tells you to do!8And today the Lord has
before the Lord your God and bow down taccepted you to be his own people. He has
worship him.11Then you musthave a meal promised you this. The Lord also said that you
together angenjoy all the good things that themust obey all his commandiThe Lord will
Lord your God has given to you and youmake you greater than all the nations he made.
family. You must share those things with thHe will give you praise, fame, and honor. And
Levites* and the foreigners living among youyou will be his own special people—just like

1Z‘Every third year is the Year of Tithes. Irhe promised.”
that year, you must give one tenth of yot
harvest to the Levites,* to the foreigners livin Stones Memorials for the People
in your country, and to the widows* ancz Moses and the elde(aders)of Israel
orphans.* Then those people will have plent spoke to the people. Moses said, “Obey
to eat in every cityl3You must say to the all the commands that | give you toddyou
Lord your God, ‘I have taken out of my houswill soon go across the Jordan River into the
the holy part of my harvest. | have given it tland that the Lord your God is giving you. On
the Levites,* to the foreigners, and to ththat day, you must put up large stones. Cover
orphans and widows. | have followed all ththose stones with plaster3Then write on

those stones all these commands and

altar(s) A table or raised area used for offering sacrifices. ~ t€@chings. You must do this when you go
Aramean A person from ancient Syria. Here this might beacross the Jordan River. Then you may go

Abraham, saac or probiably Jacob (lsrael). into the land that the Lord your God is giving
ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents

grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
filled with many good things Literally, “flowing with milk and | have ... sad People ate this food to be happy about the many

honey.” things God gave them, so it could not be from food used
Levites People from the tribe of Levi. They helped the priests i during a time of sadness.

the temple and worked for the civil government. Iwas ... food This would mean other people could not eat this
widows Women whose husbands have died. Often these won  food during the celebration to honor the Lord.

had no one to care for them. plaster A type of mud or cement that people used to cover a
orphans  Children whose parents have died. wall and make it smooth.
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you—a land filled with many good things.” “Then all the people will answer, ‘Amen!™*
The Lord, the God of your ancestors, 16" The Levites will say, ‘Cursed is the

promised to give you this land. _ person that does things that show he does not
#After you go across the Jordan River, Yorespect his father or his mother!”

must do the things | command you today. YC  «Then all the people will answer, ‘Amen?
must set up the stones on Mount Ebal. Youmi 1 The Levites will say, ‘Cursed is the

cover these stones with plastepAlso, use . , .
some stones there to build an altar* to the che“rSEn th"’ht nt:oves h:S nglllghbor‘s Iandlrpark !
your God. Don't use iron tools to cut the stone 1; en all the people wi S?y’ Amen!

6You must not use cut stones to build the ali & The Levites will say,‘Cursed is the
for the Lord your God. Offer burnt offerings oiPerson that is mean to a blind man and tricks
this altar to the Lord your GodAnd you must him into walking off the road"

sacrifice and eat fellowship offerings there. E  “Then all the people will say, ‘Amen!’

and enjoy yourselves there together with ti 1% The Levites will say,‘Cursed is the
Lord your God.8You must write all of these person that does not give fair judgment for the
teachings on the stones that you set up. Wiforeigners, orphans,* and widows*!

clearly so they are easy to read.” “Then all the people will say, ‘Amen!”

20 The Levites will say,‘Cursed is the

: : erson that has sexual relations with his
%Moses, the priests, and the Levites spokep P :
all the people of Israel. Moses said, “Be quifather s wife.* Why? Because he brings

and listen, Israel! Today you have become tShame to his fathert ‘ ,
people of the Lord your God%So you must - 1hen all the people will say, ‘Amen!
do everything that the Lord your God tells yor 2 The Levites will say, ‘Cursed is the
You must obey his commands and his lavperson that has sexual relations with any kind
that | am giving you today.” of animal!’

11The same day, Moses also told th “Then all the people will say, ‘Amen!
people,12°After you have gone across thi 22 The Levites will say, ‘Cursed is the

Jordan River, these family groups will stanperson that has sexual relations with his sister
on Mount Gerizim to read the blessings to tly, nayf sister!

people: Simet)lr;, LeVthUd"’f‘h’ I_'T‘sachar, JOﬁf “Then all the people will say, ‘Amen!’
Stand on Mount Eb to read the curse2THe Levies wlsay, Cursed is the
Reuben. Gad. Asher. Zebulun. Dan arperson.that has sexual relations with his
Naphtali.’ ’ ' ' " " mother-in-law!” '

14#And the Levites* will say to all the ‘Then all the people will say, ‘Amen’
people of Israel with a loud voic&'Cursed is 2% The Levites will say,‘Cursed is the
the person that makes a false god and putperson that kills another person, even if he is
in its secret place. Those false gods are oinot caught!
statues that some worker makes from woc  “Then all the people will say, ‘Amen!’
stone or metal. The Lord hates those things!

The People Agree to the Curses of the Law

Amen  This Hebrew word means “This is true,” or “| agree.”

filled with many good things Literally, “flowing with milk  landmark A stone or sign that showed where the limits of a

and honey.” person’s property were.
ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parentsorphans Children whose parents have died.

grandparents, and all the people they are descended from. widows Women whose husbands have died. Often these women
plaster A type of mud or cement that people used to cover  had no one to care for them.

wall and make it smooth. father's wife Here this means the father's wife, even if she is
altar(s) A table or raised area used for offering sacrifices. not the mother of the son.
Levites People from the tribe of Levi. They helped the priests brings shame to his father Literally, “uncovers his father's

the temple and worked for the civil government. nakedness.”
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25" The Levites will say,‘Cursed is the promised your ancestors* to give yoteThe
person that takes money to kill an innoceiLord will open his storehouse where he keeps
person!’ his rich blessings. The Lord will send rain at

“Then all the people will say, ‘Amen!’ the right time for your land. The Lord will

26 The Levites will say,‘Cursed is the bless everything you do. You will have money
person that does not support this law arto lend to many nations. And you will not need

agree to obey it to borrow anything from themt3The Lord
“Then all the people will say, ‘Amen!™  will make you be like the head, not the tail.
. _ You will be on top, not on the bottom. This
Blessings for Obeying the Law will happen if you listen to the commands of

2 “Now, if you will be careful to obey the the Lord your God that | tell you today. You
Lord your God and follow all his must carefully obey these command4You
commands that I tell you today, then the Lormust not turn away from any of the teachings
your God will put you high above all thethat | give you today. You must not turn away
nations on eartrélf you will obey the Lord to the right or to the left. You must not follow

your God, then all these blessings will corrother gods to serve them.
to you and be yours:
Curses for Not Obeying the Law
15°But if you don't listen to things the Lord
your God tells you—if you don't obey all his
commands and laws that I tell you today—
then all these bad things will happen to you:

3 “The Lord will bless you
in the city and in the field.
4 The Lord will bless you
and give you many children.
He will bless your land

and give you good crops. 16 “The Lord will curse you
He will bless your animals in the city and in the field.
and let them have many babies. 17" The Lord will curse your baskets and pans
He will bless all your calves and lambs. .and they will have no food in thgm
5 The Lord will bless your baskets and pan: 18 The Lord will curse you,
.and fill them with foogl and you will not have many children.
6 The Lord will bless you at all times He will curse your land
in everything you do. and you will not have good crops.

He will curse your animals

and they will not have many babies.
He will curse all your calves and lambs.
The Lord will curse you at all times

in everything you do.

"The Lord will help you defeat your enemies
that come to fight against you. Your enemie
will come against you one way, but they will rur 19
away from you seven different ways!

8The Lord will bless you and fill your
barns. He will bless everything you do. Th  2%If you do evil and turn away from the
Lord your God will bless you in the land thaLord, then he will make bad things happen to
he is giving you?The Lord will make you his you. You will have frustration and trouble in
own special people, like he promised. Theverything you do. He will continue to do this
Lord will do this if you follow the Lord your until you are quickly and completely
God and obey his commandéThen all the destroyed. He will do this because you turned
people in that land will see that you are calleaway from him and left hin?The Lord will
by the name of the Lord. And they will because you to have terrible diseases until you
afraid of you. are finished—destroyed from the land you are

1*And the Lord will give you many good going to take22The Lord will punish you with
things. He will give you many children. He
will give your cows many calves. He will give ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
you a good harvest in the land that the Lor  grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
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diseases, fever, and swelling. The Lord wfor. People will treat you badly and abuse
send you terrible heat and you will have ryou. 34The things you see will make you go
rain. Your crops will die from the heat anicrazy! 35The Lord will punish you with sore
disease.* All these bad things will happen unboils that can't be healed. These boils will be
you are destroyed®3 There will be no clouds on your knees and legs. The boils will be on
in the sky—the sky will look like polished every part of your body—from the bottom of
brass. And the ground under you will be hayour feet to the top of your head.
like iron. 24The Lord will not send rain—only ~ 3¢The Lord will send you and your king
sand and dust will fall from the sky. It willaway to a nation you don't know. You and
come down on you until you are destroyed. your ancestors* have never seen that nation.
25The Lord will let your enemies defea There you will serve false gods made of wood
you. You will go to fight against your enemieand stone3’In the countries where the Lord
one way, but you will run away from thenwill send you, the people will be shocked 6}'[
seven different ways. The bad things ththe bad things that happen to you. They will
happen to you will make all the people on ealaugh at you and say bad things about you.
afraid. 26Your dead bodies will be food for the .
wild birds and animals. There will be no one | The Curse of Failure _
scare them away from your dead bodies. 3&Your fields will produce plenty of grain.
27The Lord will punish you with boils, like But your harvest will be small. Why? Because
those he sent on the Egyp“ans He will punithe |0(?UStS* will eat your harvesi?You_ will
you with tumors, sores that run, and an itPlant fields of grapes and work hard in them.
that can't be cure@8The Lord will punish you But you will not gather the grapes or drink the
by making you crazy. He will make you blin(wine from them. Why? Because the worms
and confused29n daylight, you will have to will eat them.40You will have olive trees
feel your way like a blind man. You will fail in €verywhere on your land. But you will not
everything you do. Again and again peophave any of the oil to use. Why? Because the

will hurt you and steal things from you. Ancolives will drop to the ground and ré&You
there will not be anyone to save you. will have sons and daughters. But you will not

30'You will be engaged to a woman, huibe able to keep them. Why? Because they will
another man will have sexual relations wit0€ captured and taken awaylocusts will
her. You will build a house, but you will not destroy all your trees and the crops in your
live in it. You will plant a field of grapes, but flelds.43The foreigners living among you will
you will not gather anything from i8iPeople 96t more and more power. And you will lose
wil kill your cows in front of you. But you will the power you had:The foreigners will have
not eat any of the meat. People will take yo,money to loan you. But you will not have any

donkeys. And they will not give them back t(Mney to loan them. They will control you
you. Your enemies will get your sheep. And!ke the headcontrols the body You will be
there will not be anyone to save you. I|k§55he tail. .

32Other people will be allowed to take . All these curses will come on you. They
your sons and your daughters. Day after q:Will keep chasing you arj)d catching you, until
you will look for your children. You will look YOU are destroyed. Why? Because you did not
for them until your eyes become weak grlisten to the things the Lord your God told
blind—but you will not find them. And GogY!: You did not obey the commands and
will not help you. laws that he gave yodSThese curses will

33 nation that you don't know will take show people that God judged you and your

all your crops and all the things you worke
ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
disease This might be mildew, a disease that turns the headslocusts Insects like grasshoppers. Locusts can destroy a large
grain yellow and stops them from growing seeds. crop very quickly.
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descendants* forever. People will be amazwhen your enemy comes to surround your
at the terrible things that happen to you.  cities and make you suffer.

47The Lord your God gave you many S8Even the most gentle and kind woman
blessings. But you did not serve him with joamong you will become cruel. She might be a
and a glad heart#8So you will serve the lady so gentle and delicate that she never put
enemies that the Lord will send against yo her feet on the ground to walk anywhere. But
You will be hungry, thirsty, naked, and p00|she will become cruel to her husband that she
The Lord will put a load on you that can't bdoves so much. And she will be cruel to her
removed. You will carry that load until heown son and daughte#’She will hide and

destrovs vou.* give birth to a baby. And she will eat the baby
A and everything that comes out of her body
The Curse of an Enemy Nation with it. All those bad things will happen when

4¥The Lord will bring a nation from far YOUr enemy comes to surround your cities and

away to fight you. You will not understancake you suffer.
their language. They will come quickly, like, >°.YOu must obey all the commands and

an eagle coming down from the skThose teachings that are written in this book. And
people will be cruel. They will not care ahoyYOU must respect the wonderful and awesome

old people. They will not show mercy tchame of the Lord your God. If you don't obey,

: : ; thens%he Lord will give you and your
young children>IThey will take your animals %
and the food you grow. They will takedescendants many troubles. Your troubles

\ : --and diseases will be terribledYou saw man
everything until they destroy you. They willyq s and diseases in Egypt, and they r¥1ade
not leave you any grain, wine, oil, cows ’

sheed o doats. Thev will take evervihingCY afraid. The Lord will bring all those bad
porg : y y ‘things against youliThe Lord will even bring

“”é'zluthey destroy you. troubles and diseases that are not written in
That nation will surround and attackinis Book of TeachingsHe will continue to do
your cities. You think that the tall, strong wall:this yntil you are destroye8You might have
walls will fall down. The enemy will surround gnly a few of you will be left. Why? Because
all your cities everywhere in the land the Loryou did not listen to the Lord your God.
your God is giving youe3You will suffer very ~ 63The Lord was happy to be good to you
much. The enemy will surround your citiesand to make your nation grow. In the same
They will not let you have any food. You willway, the Lord will be happy to ruin and
become very hungry. You will be so hungrdestroy you. You are going to take that land
that you will eat your own sons antto be yours. But people will take you out of
daughters—you will eat the bodies of ththat land!64The Lord will scatter you among
children that the Lord your God gave you.  all the people in the world. The Lord will
54‘Even the most gentle and kind maiscatter you from one end of the earth to the
among you will become cruel. He will beother. There you will serve false gods made of
cruel to other people. He will be cruel to hiwood and stone. They are false gods that you
wife that he loves so much. And he will bior your ancestors* never worshiped.
cruel to his children that are still aliveeHe ~ 5You will not have any peace among
will have nothing left to eat, so he will eat hithese nations. You will have no place to rest.
own children. And he will not share that me¢The Lord will fill your mind with worry. Your
with anyone_not even the other pe0p|e in heyes will feel tired. You will be very Upset.

own family! All those bad things will happen®@You will live with danger and always be
y J b afraid. You will be afraid night and day. You

descendants A person'’s children and their future families.
The Lord ... until he destroys you Literally, “The Lord will ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
put an iron yoke on your neck until he destroys you.” grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
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will never feel sure about your lifé7In the you—the people who cut your wood and
morning you will say, ‘I wish it were bring you water12You are all here to enter
evening!” In the evening you will say, ‘I wishinto an agreement with the Lord your God.
it were morning!" Why? Because of the feeThe Lord is making this agreement with you
that will be in your heart, and because of titoday.13With this agreement, the Lord is
bad things you will seé8The Lord will send making you his own special people. And he
you back to Egypt in ships. | said you woulhimself will become your God. He told you
never have to go to that place again, but tthis. He promised this to your ancestors*—
Lord will send you there. In Egypt, you willAbraham, Isaac, and Jaco®The Lord is
try to sell yourselves as slaves to yotmaking this agreement with its promises not

enemies. But no person will buy you.” only with you peopleisHe is making this
. agreement with all of us that stand here today
The Agreement in Moab before the Lord our God. But this agreement

2 The Lord made an agreement with ttis also for our descendants* that are not here
people of Israel at Mount HoréBinai) with us today16You remember how we lived
In addition to that agreement, the Lord alfin the land of Egypt And you remember how
commanded Moses to make anothiye traveled through the countries that were on
agreement with them while they were iqyr way herel7You saw their hated things—
Moab. This is that agreement. _the idols* they had made from wood, stone,
2Moses called togethernall the Israelitgjlyer, and gold18Be sure that there is no
people. He said to them, “You saw all thyyan “woman, family or family group here
things the Lord did in the land of Egypt. Yoiyagay that tums away from the Lord our God.
saw the things he did to Pharaoh, to Pharao g person should go and serve the gods of the
officers, and to his whole countr§You saw giner nations. People who do that are like a
the great troubles he gave them. You Saw i3t that grows bitter and poisonous fruit.
miracles and amazing things he diflut even ™ 1¢:p person might hear these curses, but he
today you still don’'t understand Whamight comfort himself and say, ‘I will

happened. The Lord has not et you realg;nin e going what | want. Nothing bad wil

understand what you saw and heafthe p.n50n'to me. That person might cause bad
Lord led you through the desert for 40 yea'thiﬁgs to happen notponly to h?mself but to

And during all that time your clothes and yot *
: : everyone—even to the good people.
shoes did not wear oftYou did not have any 20—2I¥he Lord will not forgiv% that%ers?on.

food with you. You did not have any wine ONo. the Lord will be an
. : : gry and upset at that
anything else to drinkBut the Lord took care oerson. The Lord will punish that person. The

of you, He did this so that you would :
: Lord will separate that person from all the
understand that he is the Lord your God. family groups of Israel. The Lord will

™You came to this place, and King Siho : .
- completely destroy him. All the bad things
from Heshbon and King Og from BaShathat are written in this book will happen to

came out to fight against us. But we defeat, . :
them.€Then we took their land and gave it tM- Those things are a part of the Agreement
that is written in thiBook of Teachings

the people in the family groups of Reuben al 220 the future, your descendants* and

Gad, and to half the family group 0 rei from 1 ) "
Manassehdf you obey all the commands irfOr€Igners from faraway countries will see
how the land has been ruined. They will see

this agreement, then you will continue t
succeed in everything you do.
10*Today all of you are standing hereancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
before the Lord your God. Your leaders, yol grandparents, and a}ll the people they are descended from.
officials, your elders(leaders) and all the gjescendants A person’s children and thewfutqre families.
. . idols  Statues of false gods that people worshiped.
other men are herélYour wives and children That person ... people Literally, “thereby bringing to an end

are here and also the foreigners living amo  the soaked and the thirsty.”
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the diseases that the Lord has brought to sent you.4Even if you were sent to the
23All the land will be useless—destroyed bfarthest parts of the earth, the Lord your God
burning sulfur and covered with salt. The lanwill gather you and bring you back from
will have nothing planted in it. Nothing will there.5The Lord will bring you into the land
be growing—not even weeds. The land wiyour ancestors* had, and the land will become
be destroyed like Sodom, Gomorrah, Admayours. The Lord will do good to you, and you
and Zeboiim, the cities the Lord destroyewill have more than your ancestors had. You
when he was very angry. will have more people in your nation than
24°All the other nations will ask, ‘Why did they ever hadéThe Lord your God will make
the Lord do this to this land? Why was he <you and your descendants want to obey him.*
angry?'25The answer will be: ‘The Lord is Then you will love the Lord with all your
angry because the people of Israel left ttheart. And you will live!
Agreement of the Lord, the God of thei 7“Then the Lord your God will make all
ancestors.* They stopped following the¢those bad things happen to your enemies.
Agreement that the Lord made with them wheWhy? Because those people hate you and give
he brought them out of Egyj#6The people of you trouble.8And you will again obey the
Israel started serving other gods—gods thiLord. You will obey all his commands that |
never worshiped before. The Lord told higive you today2The Lord your God will
people not to worship those goddThat is make you successful in everything you do. He
why the Lord became very angry against ttwill bless you with many children. He will
people of this land. So he brought to them ¢bless your cows—they will have many baby
the curses that are written in this bodkThe calves. He will bless your fields—they will
Lord became very angry and upset at them. grow many good crops. The Lord will be
he took them out of their land. He put them igood to you. The Lord will again enjoy doing
another land, where they are today. good for you, the same as he enjoyed doing
29There are some things that the Lord o1good for your ancestorsBut you must do
God has kept secret. Only he knows tho:the things that the Lord your God tells you to
things. But the Lord told us about somdo. You must obey his commands and follow
things. And those teachings are for us and cthe rules that are written in thBook of

descendants* forever! And we must obey ¢T€achingsYou must obey the Lord your God
the commands in that law. with all your heart and with all your soul.

Then these good things will happen to you.
The Israelites Will Return to Their Land

3 “All these things | have said will _ Life or Death _

appen to you. You will have gooc 1¥This command that | give you today is
things from the blessings, and you will havnot too hard for you. It is not far offThis
bad things from the curses. The Lord ymcommand is not in heaven so that you should
God will send you away to other nationssay, ‘Who will go up to heaven for us and
Then you will think about these thinggt bring it to us, so that we can hear and do it?”
that time, you and your descendants* wi*This command is not on the other side of
return to the Lord your God. You will follow the sea so that you should say, ‘Who will go
him with all your heart and completely obe'across the sea for us and bring it to us, so that
all his commands that | have given you todaWe can hear it and do it?*No, the word is
3Then the Lord your God will be kind to you Very near to you! It is in your mouth and in
The Lord will make you free again! He willyour heart. So you can obey it!

bring you back from those nations where I ¥“Today | have given you a choice
Y between life and death, good and el

ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from. make you ... obey him Literally, “circumcise the hearts of you
descendants A person’s children and their future families. and your seed.”
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command you today to love the Lord you 7Then Moses called Joshua. All the people
God. | command you to follow him and tcof Israel watched while Moses said to Joshua,
obey his commands, laws, and rules. Th“Be strong and brave. You will lead these
you will live, and your nation will grow people into the land that the Lord promised to
larger. And the Lord your God will bless yoigive to their ancestors.* You will help the

in the land that you are entering to take fipeople of Israel take this land to be their own.
your own.17But if you turn away from the 8The Lord will lead you. He himself is with

Lord and refuse to listen—if you are led aweyou, He will not fail you or leave you. Don't
to worship and serve other god&then you worry. Don't be afraid!”

will be destroyed. | am warning you! If you
turn away from the Lord, you will not live Moses Writes the Teachings

long in that land across the Jordan River tt  91hen Moses wrote the Teachings and gave
you are ready to enter and take for your 0WNyyem 14 the priests. The priests are from the

v Toiaydl lam E'\r’]'”g youa cdh0|ce ﬁf tWclfamily group of Levi. They have the work of
mr)lless'se: of ygjr chgi{:l:\ée:](o{iljncar(15 ?:Ltooég ”carrying the Lord's Box of the Agreement.
or death. The first choice will bring a blessinq('\l/leos(f:rgg? lg?gg tPO?’J:: i?é%%sstg %ILtGh?Oetlﬁee S
The other choice will bring a curse. So Chooleaders He said. “At the end of gver seven
life! Then you and your children will live. : ’ y

years, in the Year of Freedom, read these

2
h(;\r(nouNrgl\J/ztrlfl)ggvtg ehlfrs]ﬁdm);ﬁl;r?GBoedcgﬂc;eo tt)ﬁTeachings at the Festival of Shelte¥&t that
| : ' time, all the people of Israel must come to

Lord is your life. And the Lord will give you a h :
long life in the land that he promised to givMeet with the Lord your God at the special

Jacob.” Teachings to the people so that they can hear
them.12Bring together all the people—the
Joshua Will Be the New Leader men, the women, the little children, and the

Then Moses went and spoke thecforeigners living in your cities. They will hear
3 words to all the people of Israefthe Teachings, and they will learn to respect

2Moses said to them, *I am now 120 yea the Lord your God. Then they will be able to
old. I can't lead you any more. The Lord sg/do all the things in the Teaching83f their
to me; ‘You will not go across the Jorda descendants* don’t know the Teachings, then
River. 3But, the Lord your God will lead youthey will hear them. And they will learn to
people into that land! The Lord will destrorrespect the Lord your God. They will respect
these nations for you. You will take their lanhim as long as you live in your country. You
away from them. But the Lord said thaWwill soon go across the Jordan River and take
Joshua must lead you. that land to be your own.”

4The Lord destroyed Sihon and Og. Th
Lord destroyed those Amorite kings. And th ~ The Lord Calls Moses and Joshua
Lord will do the same thing for you again 14The Lord said to Moses, “Now the time is
5The Lord will help you defeat these nationnear for you to die. Get Joshua and come to
But you must do to them everything | told yothe Meeting Tent.* | will tell Joshua the
to do.6Be strong and be brave. Don't b
afraid of those people! Why? Because tlBox of the Agreement Or, “ark of the Covenant,” the box

Lord your God is with you. He will not fail ~ containing the flat stones with the Ten Commandments

you or leave you.” written on them and other things that proved God was with the
people of Israel during their time in the Sinai desert.
descendants A person's children and their future families.
ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parentsMeeting Tent The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from. Israel went to meet with God.
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things he must do.” So Moses and Joshi Moses Warns the People of Israel

went to the Meeting Tent. _ 24\loses carefully wrote all these teachings

15The Lord appeared at the Tent in a tain a book. When he finishedshe gave a
cloud. The tall cloud stood over the entranccommand to the Levites.* (These men carry
of the Tent.16The Lord said to Moses, “Youthe Lord’s Box of the Agreement.*) Moses
will die soon. And after you have gone to bsaid,26'Take thisBook of Teachingand put it
with your ancestors,* these people will nchy the side of the Box of the Agreement of the
continue to be faithful to me. They will brealLord your God. Then it will be a witness
the Agreement | made with them. They wilagainst you27l know you are very stubborn. |
leave me and begin worshiping other gods-know you want to live your own way. Look,
the false gods of the land where they aYyou refused to obey the Lord while | was with
going. 17At that time, | will become very you. So | know you will refuse to obey him
angry at them, and | will leave them. | wilafter | die.28Bring together all the officers and
refuse to help them, and they will bdeaders of your family groups. I will tell them
destroyed. Terrible things will happen tthese things. And I will call heaven and earth
them, and they will have many troubles. Thef0 be witnesses against thefl know that
they will say, ‘These bad things happened after my death you will become evil. You wil
us because our God is not with utgAnd | turn from the way | commanded you to follow.
will refuse to help them, because they hayBad things will happen to you in the future.
done evil and worshiped other gods. Why? Because you want {o do the things that

19'So write down this song, and teach it ythe Lord says are evil. You will make" him
the people of Israel. Teach them to sing th19Y because of the bad things you do.

song. Then this song will be a witness for
against the people of Israéfl will take them
into the 'ai‘d th?t | dp;%'[”'ged.tﬁ give to the‘together. And Moses sang this song for them.
ancestors™—a land filled with many gooty;aceq sang the whole song;

things.* And they will have all they want to

eat. They will have a rich life. But then they3 'Skies, listen and | will speak.

will turn to other gods and serve them. The Earth, hear the words of my mouth.

will turn away from me and break my 2 My teachings will come like the rain,

The Song of Moses
30All the people of Israel were gathered

Agreement2Then many terrible things will like & mist fallingjto the groung
happen to them. They will have man like a gentle rain on the soft grass,
troubles. At that time, their people will stil like rain on the green plants.

know this song, and it will show them hov ° Praise God* as | speak the Lord's name!
wrong they are. | have not yet taken them in 4 «The Rock(the Lord)—his work is perfect

the land | promised to give them. But | alreac Why? Because all his ways are right!
know what they are planning to do there.” God is true and faithful.
2250 that same day Moses wrote down tf He is good and honest.
song. And he taught the song to the people 5 And you are not really his children.
Israel. Your sins would make him dirty.
23Then the Lord spoke to Joshua son ¢ You are crooked liars.

Nun. The Lord said, “Be strong and brave
You will lead the people of Israel into the IancLevites People from the tribe of Levi. They helped the priests in

| promised them. And | will be with you.” the temple and worked for the civil government.
Box of the Agreement Or, “ark of the Covenant,” the box
containing the flat stones with the Ten Commandments
ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents  written on them and other things that proved God was with the
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.  people of Israel during their time in the Sinai desert.
filled with many good things Literally, “flowing with milk and ~ Praise God Or “Give honor to God” or “Speak of the greatness
honey.” of God.”
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6 Is that the way you should pay back the 14 The Lord gave Isragl

Lordfor all that he did for you? Ne! butter from the herd
You are stupid, foolish people. and milk from the flock.
The Lord is your Father. .He gave Isragfat lambs and goats,
He made you. the best rams from Bashan,
He is your Creator. and the finest wheat.
He supports you. You people of Isragdrank wine

7 “Remember what happened long ago. from the red juice of the grape.
Think about the things that happened 15 “But Jeshurun* became fat

many, many years ago. and kickedlike a bull.
Ask your father; (Yes, you people were fed well!
he will tell you. You became full and fat!)
Ask your leaders; Then he left the God who made him!
they wil tell you. He ran away from the Rock
8 God Most-High separated who saved him.
the people on earth and gave 16 The Lord's people made him jealous—
each nation its own land. They worshiped other gods!
God set up borders for those people. They worshiped those horrible idols.
He made as many nations And that made God angry.
as there are angels. 17 They offered sacrifices to demons

9 The Lord’s share is his people;

Jacol(Israel) belongs to the Lord. that were not real gods.

Those were new gods

10 “The Lord found Jacokisrael)in that they did not know.
a desert land, Those were new gods
an empty, windy land. that your ancestors did not know.
The Lord surrounded Jacob 18 You left the RocKGod)who made you;
to watch over him. you forgot the God who gave you life.
Hﬁiﬁé%tﬁgtsgpmlg}'his eye 19 “The Lord saw this and became upset.

His sons and daughters made him angry!
So the Lord said,
‘| will turn away from them,
then let's see what happens!
They are a rebellious people.
They are like children who won't learn
their lessons!

11 The Lord was like an eagle to Israel. 2
An eagle pushes her babies
from the nestto teach them to fly
She flies with her babies
to protect them.
She spreads her wings to catch them

 when they fall ; ,
And she carries them on herwings - They made me jealous wigemons
to a safe plage that aren'tgods.
The Lord is like that. Th%medfsr%% angy with those
12 “The Lord alone led Jacqsrael). So | will make them jealous with people
No foreign gods helped him. that are not a real nation.
13- The Lord led Jacob to take control of | will make them angry with people
the hill country. that are a foolish* nation.

Jacob took the harvest in the fields.
The Lord gave Jacob honey from the rocl
he made olive oil flow

from the hard rock. Jeshurun This is another name for Israel. This name means
“good” or “honest.”
angels Literally, “sons of El (God)."” The traditional Hebrew foolish  This is a word play. The Hebrew word meaning
text has, “sons (people) of Israel.” “foolish” is like the word meaning “worthless.”
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22 My anger will burn like a fire,
burning down to the deepest grave,*
burning the earth and all it produces,
burning deep down below the
mountains!

23“| will bring troubles to the Israelites.
| will shoot all my arrows at them.
24 They will become thin from hunger.
Terrible diseases will destroy them.
| will send wild animals against them.
Poisonous snakes and lizards will
bite them.
25 |n the streets, soldiers will kill them.
In their houses, terrible things
will happen.
Soldiers will kill young men and women.
They will kill babies and old people.

26 | thought about destroying the Israelites

S0 people would forget them
completely!

27 But I know what their enemies would say.

The enemy would not understand.
They would brag and say,
“The Lord did not destroy Israel.

We won by our own power!”

28 “The peoplgof Israe| are foolish.
They don't understand.
29 |f they were wise,
they would understand,
they would know what
would happen to them!
30 Can one person chase away 1,000 men?
Can two men cause 10,000 men
to run away?
That will happen only if the Lord
gives them to their enemy!
That will happen only
if their Rock* (God)
sells them like slaves!
31 The ‘rock’ of our enemies is not strong
like our Rock(the Lord)
Even our enemies know that!

DEUTERONOMY 32:22-41

32 Their vines and fields will be destroyed,
like Sodom and Gomorrah.*
Their grapes are like bitter poison.
8 Their wine is like poison from snakes.

34 The Lord says,
‘| am saving that punishment.
| have it locked up in my storehouse!
3 | will punish them
for the bad things they did.
But | am saving that punishment
for when they slip and do bad things.
Their time of trouble is near.
Their punishment will come
quickly.’

36 “The Lord will judge his people.
They are his servants,
and he will show them mercy.
He will see that their power is gone.
He will see that they are all helpless—
the slaves and free people, too.
87 Then the Lord will say,
‘Where are the false gods?
Where is the ‘rock’ that you ran
to for protection?
38 Those false gods ate the fat of your
sacrifices.
And they drank the wine of your offerings.
So let those gods get up and help you!
Let them protect you!

3%Now, see that | and only | am God!
There is no other God!
| put people to death
and | let people live.
| can hurt people,
and | can make them well.
No one can save another person
from my power!
40 | raise my hand toward heaven
and make this promise.
As surely as | live forever,
these things will happen!
41 | swear(promise)
| will sharpen my flashing sword.
| will use it to punish my enemies.
| will give them the punishment
they deserve.

grave Or, “Sheol,” the place of death.
Rock A name for God. It shows he is like a fortress or a stror Sodom and Gomorrah Two cities God destroyed because the
place of safety. people were so evil. See Gen. 19.
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42 My enemies will be killed
and taken as prisoners.
My arrows will be covered
with their blood.
My sword will cut off the heads
of their soldiers.’

43 “The whole world should be happy for
God's people!
\Why? Because he helps them
he punishes people who kill
his servants.
He gives his enemies
the punishment they deserve.
And he makes his land and people pure.*

Moses Teaches the People His Song

44Moses and Joshua son of Nun came a
sang all the words of this song for the peoy.
of Israel to hear4When Moses finished
giving these teachings to the peopféhe said
to them, “You must be sure to pay attention
all the commands | tell you today. And yo
must tell your children to completely obey th
commands in this LawA’Don’t think these
teachings are not important! They are yol
life! Through these teachings you will live i
long time in the land across the Jordan Riv
that you are ready to take.”

Moses on Mount Nebo

48The Lord spoke to Moses that same de
The Lord said,4%Go to the Abarim
Mountains. Go up on Mount Nebo in the lan
of Moab across from the city of Jericho. The
you can look at the land of Canaan that | ¢
giving to the people of Israel to live ifYou
will die on that mountain. You will go to be
with your people, the same as your broth
Aaron died on Mount HorrlWhy? Because
you both sinned against me. You were at t
waters of Meribah near Kadesh. That was
the desert of Zin. There, in front of the peop
of Israel, you did not honor me and show th
| am holy.52So now you may see the land thi
| am giving to the people of Israel. But yo
can't go into that land.”

make ... pure Or, “make atonement for ...."The Hebrew worc
means “to cover,” “to hide,” or “to erase sins.”
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Moses Blesses the People

3 This is the blessing that Moses, the man
f God, gave the people of Israel before
he died2Moses said:

“The Lord came from Sinali,
like a light shining at dawn over Seir.
like a light shining from Mount Paran.
The Lord came with 10,000 holy ones.
God's mighty soldiers
were by his side.*
Yes, the Lord loves his people.
All'his holy people are in his hand.
They sit at his feet
and learn his teachings!
Moses gave us the Law.
Those teaching are for Jacob’s people.
At that time, the people of Israel
and their leaders met together,
and the Lord became Jeshurun’s* king!

w

ol

Reuben’s Blessing
“Let Reuben live, and not die!
But let there be only a few people
in his family group!”

o

Judah’s Blessing
"Moses said these things about Judah:

“Lord, listen to the leader from Judah
when he calls for help.
Bring him to his people.
Make him strong,
and help him defeat his enemies!”

Levi's Blessing
8Moses said these things about Levi:

“Levi is your true follower.
He keeps the Urim and Thummim.*
At Massah you tested the people of Levi.
At the waters of Meribah* you proved
that they are yours.

The Lord came ... side Or, “The Lord came from 10,000 holy
\angelswhere his troops were by his right side.”

Jeshurun This is another name for Israel. This name means
“good” or “honest.”

Urim and Thummim  Used by the priest to learn God's answer
to questions. They were probably like lots—stones, sticks or
bones that were thrown like dice to make decisions.

Massah ... Meribah See Num. 20:1-13 for the story.
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9 | They cared more for you, Lord, They will attack other people
than for their own familieg. and push them to the ends of the earth!
They ignored their fathers and mothers. Yes, Manasseh has thousands of people,
They did not recognize their brothers. and Ephraim has ten thousands.”
They did not pay attention to their .
children. Zebulun's and Issachar’s Blessing
But they obeyed your commands. 18\loses said this about Zebulun:

They kept your Agreement.

10 They will teach your rules to Jacob*
They will teach your Law to Israel.
They will burn incense* before you.
They will offer burnt offerings

“Zebulun, be happy, when you go out.
Issachar,be happy, in your tents at home.
19 They will call the people to their
mountain.
There they will offer good sacrifices.

on your altar. They will take riches from the sea
11 Lord, bless the things that belong to Levi. and treasures from the shore.”
Accept the things he does. ’ .
Destroy the men who attack him! Gad's Blessing
Defeat his enemies, 20Moses said this about Gad:

so that they will never attack again.” “Praise God who gave Gad more land!

Gad is like a lion.

Benjamin's Blessing He lies down and waits
12Moses said this about Benjamin: Then he attacks
“The Lord loves Benjamin. and tears the animal in pieces.
Benjamin will live safely near him. 21 He chooses the best part for himself.
The Lord protects him all the time. He takes the king's share. _
And the Lord will live in his land.*" The leaders of the people come to him.
He does what the Lord says is good.
Joseph'’s Blessing He does what is right
13Mloses said this about Joseph: for the people of Israel.”
“May the Lord bless Joseph’s land. Dan'’s Blessing

Lord, send them rain from the skies abov  22\j0ses said this about Dan:
and water from the ground below.

14 Let the sun give them good fruit, ‘Danis a lion's cub )
Let each month bring its best fruit. that jumps out from Bashan.
15 Let the hills and ancient mountains Naohial's Blessi
produce their best fruit. ’ apniat’s Dessig y
16 Letthe earth give its best to Joseph. Moses said this about Naphtali:
Joseph was separated from his brothers.  “Naphtali, you will get plenty of good things.
So may the Lord in thurning bush The Lord will truly bless you.
give his best to Joseph. You will get the land by Lake Galilee.”
17 Joseph is like a powerful bull.
His two sons are like bull's horns. Asher's Blessing

24Moses said this about Asher:

Jacob Another name for Israel. u %
incense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet- Asher I.S the most blesfsed Of.the Sons.
smelling smoke, it was offered as a sacrifice to God. Let him b_e the faVOrlte of h'S t_)rothers.
And the Lord will live in his land Literally, “And he wil And let him wash his feet in oil.
dwell between his shoulders.” This probably means that tl
Lord’s temple will be in Jerusalem, at the border betwee
Benjamin and Judah’s land. Asher This name means, “blessed” or “happy.”
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25 Your gates will have locks Ephraim, and Manasseh. He showed him all
made from iron and bronze. the land of Judah as far as the Mediterranean
You will be strong all your life.” Sea3The Lord showed Moses the Negev* and
, , the valley that goes from Zoar to Jericho, the
Moses Gives Praise to God city of palm trees4The Lord said to Moses,

26 “There is no one like God, Jeshurun®  “This is the land | promised to Abraham,
God rides on the clouds in his glory  |saac, and Jacob. | said to them, ‘I will give

through the skies to help you. this land to your descendants.* | have let you
21 God lives forever. see the land, but you cannot go there.”
He is your place of safety. 5Then Moses, the Lord’s servant, died
God's power continues forever! there in the land of Moab. The Lord had told
He is protecting you. Moses this would happefiThe Lord buried

God will force your enemies
to leave your land.
He will say,
‘Destroy the enemy!’
28 So Israel will live in safety,
Jacob'’s well belongs to them.
They will get a land of grain and wine.
And that land will get plenty of rain.
29 |srael, you are blessed.
No other nation is like you.
The Lord saved you.
The Lord is like a strong shield
protecting you.

Moses in Moab. This was in the valley across
from Beth Peor. But even today no person
knows exactly where Moses’ grave 18loses
was 120 years old when he died. He was as
strong as ever, and his eyes were still good.
8The people of Israel cried for Moses for 30
days. They stayed in the Jordan Valley in
Moab until the time of sadness was finished.

Joshua Becomes the New Leader

%Moses had put his hands on Joshard
appointed him to be the new leadéFhen

The Lord is like a powerful sword. Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spirit of
Your enemies will be afraid of you. wisdom. So the people of Israel began to obey
And you will trample their Joshua. They did the things that the Lord had
holy places!” commanded Moses.
10|srael never had another prophet* like
Moses Dies Moses: The Lord knew Moses face to face.

3 Moses climbed Mount Nebo. Mose 11The Lord sent Moses to do powerful
ent from the Jordan Valley in Moab tcmiracles in the land of Egypt. Pharaoh, all his
the top of Mount Pisgah. This was across tofficers, and all the people in Egypt saw those
Jordan River from Jericho. The Lord showemiracles.12No other prophet ever did all the
Moses all the land from Gilead to DadThe powerful and amazing things that Moses did.
Lord showed him all the land of NaphtaliAll the people of Israel saw the things he did.

Negev The desert area south of Judah.
Jeshurun This is another name for Israel. This name meaidescendants A person’s children and their future families.
“good” or “honest.” prophet A person chosen by God to be a special servant.



