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1 Samuel

Elkanah’s Family Worships at Shiloh Shiloh, Peninnah made Hannah upset. One

There was a man named Elkanah froday Elkanah was giving sacrifices.* Hannah
Ramah in the hill country of Ephraim became upset and began to cry. Hannah
Elkanah was from the Zuph* family. Elkanalwould not eat anythingéHer husband,
was the son of Jeroham.* Jeroham wiElkanah, said to her, “Hannah, why are you
Elihu's son. Elihu* was Tohu's son. Tohu*crying? Why won't you eat? Why are you
was the son of Zuph, from the family group (sad? You have me—I am your husband. You
Ephraim., should think | am better than ten sons.”
2Elkanah had two wives. One wife wa
named Hannah and the other wife was nam Hannah's Prayer
Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hann 9After eating and drinking, Hannah quietly
did not. got up and went to pray to the Lord. Eli the
3Every year Elkanah left his town ofpriest was sitting on a chair near the door of
Ramah and went up to Shiloh. Elkanathe Lord’s Holy Building.*10Hannah was
worshiped the Lord All-Powerful at Shilohvery sad. She cried very much while she
and offered sacrifices* to the Lord thereprayed to the Lordl!She made a special
Shiloh was where Hophni and Phinehépromise to God. She said, “Lord All-
served as priests of the Lord. Hophni arPowerful, see how very sad | am. Remember
Phinehas were the sons of ElEvery time me! Don't forget me. If you will give me a
Elkanah offered his sacrifices, he always gason, then | will give him to you. He will be a
one share of the food to his wife PeninnaNazirite: He will not drink wine or strong
Elkanah also gave shares of the food drink.* And no one will ever cut his hair.*”
Peninnah’s childrerpElkanah always gave ar - 12Hannah prayed to the Lord a long time.

equal share* of the food to Hannah. Elkan¢E|j was watching Hannah's mouth while she
did this even though the Lord had not lewas praying.3Hannah was praying in her
Hannah have any children. Elkanah did thheart, Her lips were moving, but she did not
because Hannah was the wife he really loveisay the words out loud. So Eli thought
Hannah was drunkl4Eli said to Hannabh,

. Peninnah Upsets Hannah “You have had too much to drink! It is time to
6Peninnah always upset Hannah and Ménut away the wine.”

her feel bad. Peninnah did this becau:
Hannah was not able to have childréfihe
same thlng happened every year. Every terOly Building  This could mean the Holy Tent at Shiloh where

: : ) people went to worship the Lord or a larger area where they
their family went to the Lord’s house a out the Holy Tent,

He will ... not drink  This is in the ancient Greek translation and

Zuph A family of Levites. See 1 Chron. 6:33-38. one of the ancient Hebrew scrolls from Qumran, but not in the

Jeroham, Elihu, Tohu Or, “Jerahmeel, Eliel, Toah.” standard Hebrew text.

sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usually it was a special animal thaiHe will ... hair Nazirites were people who made a promise to
was killed and burned on an altar. serve God in a special way. They did not cut their hair and

equal share Or, “double share.” they did not eat grapes or drink wine. See Num. 6:5.
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15Hannah answered, “Sir, | have not drunhouse at Shiloh. Hannah also took a bull that
any wine or beer. | am deeply troubled. | wewas three years old, 20 pounds* of flour, and
telling the Lord about all my problems a bottle of wine.
16Don't think | am a bad woman. | have bee 25They went before the Lord. Elkanah
praying so long because | have so markilled the bull as a sacrifice to the Lord like
troubles and | am very sad.” he usually did.* Then Hannah gave the boy
17Eli answered, “Go in peace. May the Goto Eli. 26Hannah said to Eli, “Pardon me, sir.
of Israel give you the things you asked.” | am the same woman that stood near you
18Hannah said, “I hope you are happy witpraying to the Lord. | promise that | am
me.” Then Hannah left and ate somethinitelling the truth27l prayed for this child, and
She was not sad any more. _ the Lord answered my prayer. The Lord gave
L%Early the next morning Elkanah's familyme this child.28And now | give this child to

got up. They worshiped the Lord and thethe Lord. He will serve* the Lord all his life.”

went back home to Ramah.

Samuel’s Birth

Elkanah had sexual relations with his wif
Hannah, and the Lord remembered Hanne
20By that time the following year, Hannal
had become pregnant and had a son. Hani
named her son Samuel.* She said, “Hi
name is Samuel because | asked the Lord
him.”

21That year Elkanah wento Shilohy to
offer sacrifices and to keep the promises |
made to God. He took his family with him
22But Hannah did not go. She told Elkanal
“When the boy is old enough to eat soli
food, | will take him to Shiloh. Then | will
give him to the Lord. He will become ¢
Nazirite.** He will stay there at Shiloh.

23Hannah’s hushand Elkanah said to he
“Do what you think is best. You may stay
home until the boy is old enough to eat soll
food. May the Lord do what you have said.
So Hannah stayed at home to nurse her ¢
until he was old enough to eat solid food.

Hannah Takes Samuel to Eli at Shiloh

Then Hannah left the boy there* and
worshiped the Lord.

Hannah Gives Thanks
Hannah said:

“My heart is happy in the Lord!

| feel very strong* in my God!

[ laugh at my enemies.*
| am very happy in my victory!

There is no Holy God like the Lord.
There is no God but you!

There is no Rock* like our God.

Don't continue bragging!
Don't speak proud words!

Why? Because the Lord God
knows everything,

God leads and judges people.

The bows of strong soldiers break!
And weak people become strong!

People who had plenty of food in the past
must now work to get food.

But people who were hungry in the past
now grow fat on food!

~

24When the boy was old enough to €& pounds Literally, “an Ephah.”
solid food, Hannah took him to the Lord’<They went ... he usually did This is from the ancient Greek

translation and one of the ancient Hebrew scrolls from
Qumran. Itis not in the standard Hebrew text.

Samuel This name means “His name is El (God).” But irserve Or, “belong to.”
Hebrew it is like the word “ask” or the name “Saul.” There ar left the boy there This is from one of the ancient Hebrew

many places in 1 Samuel where there are word plays with t
names Saul and Samuel and the word “ask.”
Nazirite A person who has made a special promise to God. Tt

scrolls from Qumran. It is not in the standard Hebrew text.
| feel very strong Literally, “In the Lord my horn is lifted
high.” The horn is a symbol of strength.

name is from the Hebrew word meaning “to separate from.” | laugh at my enemies Literally, “My mouth is wide open over

He will become a Nazirite This is not in the standard Hebrew

my enemies.”

text, but it is in the ancient Greek translation and in one of tiRock A name for God. It shows he is like a fortress or a strong

Hebrew scrolls from Qumran.

place of safety.
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The woman who was not able priests should put the meat in a pot of boiling
to have children water. Then the priest’s servant should get the
now has seven children! special fork that has three point&iThe

But the woman who had many children  priest's servant should use that fork to get

is sad because her children are gone. some meat out of the pot or kettle. The priest

© The Lord causes people to die, should get only whatever meat the servant
and he causes them to live. removes from the pot with the fork. That is

The Lord sends people down to the grave, what the priests should have done for all the

and he can raise them fip live again : s
7' The Lord makes some people poor, Israelites who camgo offer sacrificegat

: Shiloh.
Th%”forr‘g mﬁgfegtgglfnge;gé;gc“ 15But Eli's sons did not do thatEven
and he honors other peaple. before the fat was burned on the altar, ;helr
8 The Lord raises poor people from the dustServant would go to the people offering
He takes away their sadness.* sa(_:rlflces. The priest’s servant would say,
The Lord makes poor people important. “Give the priest some meat to roast. The
He seats them with princes priest won't accept boiled meat from you.”
and at the places for honored guests  1Maybe the man offering the sacrifice
The Lord made the whole world! would say, “Burn the fat* first, and then you
And the whole world belongs to him*  can take anything you want.” Then the
9 The Lord protects his holy people. priest's servant would answer: “No, give me
He keeps them from stumbling. the meat now. If you don't give it to me, [l
But bad people will be destroyed. take it from you!”
They will fall in the darkness. 17n this way, Hophni and Phinehas showed
Their power will not help them win. that they did not respect the offerings made to
10 The Lord destroys his enemies. the Lord. This was a very bad sin against the
God Most-High will thunder in heaven [ ord!
against people. 18But Samuel served the Lord. Samuel was
The Lord will judge even the faraway 3 helper who wore the linen ephod%Every
lands. o year Samuel's mother made a little robe for
He will give power to his king. Samuel. She took the little robe to Samuel

He will make his special king strong." \vhen she went upto Shiloh with her

11E|kanah,and his family went home to husband for the sacrifice every year.
Ramah. The boy stayed in Shiloh and serv 20Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife. Eli

the Lord under Eli the priest. would say, “May the Lord give you more
children through Hannah. These children will
Eli's Evil Sons take the place of the boy Hannah prayed for

12E|i's sons were bad men. They did ncand gave to the Lord.”
care about the Lord3They did not care about Elkanah and Hannah went home &#he
how priests were supposed to treat peopLord was kind to Hannah. She had three sons
This is what priests should do for peopleand two daughters. And the boy Samuel grew
Each time a person brings a sacrifice, tlup at the holy placenear the Lord.

grave Or, “Sheol,” the place of death.

takes away their sadness Literally, “He picks up poor people Burn the fat The fat was the part of the animal that belonged
from the ashes.” only to God. The priests were supposed to burn the fat on the

The Lord made ... belongs to him Literally, “The whole altar as a gift to God.
world, even to its foundations, belongs to the Lord. The Loiephod A special coat a man wore to show that he was a priest
set the world on those pillars.” or a priest’s helper.
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Eli Fails to Control His Evil Sons will destroy all your descendants.* No one in

22E]i was very old. He heard again anyour family will live to be an old man.
again about the things his sons were doing 32Good things will happen to Israel, but you
all the Israelites at Shiloh. Eli also hearwill see bad things happening at home.* No
about his sons sleeping with the women wtone in your family will live to be an old man.
served at the door of the Meeting Tent. 33There is one man that | will save to sejas

23Eli said to his sons, “The people here tolpriest at my altar.He will live to be very
me about the bad things you have done. Wold,, He will live until his eyes wear out and
do you do these bad thing&®ons, don't do his strength is gone. All of your descendants
these bad things. The Lord’s people aiwill die by the sword34 will give you a sign
saying bad things about yo#lf a person sins to show these things will come trué&/our
against another person, God may help hittwo sons, Hophni and Phinehas, will die on
But if a person sins against the Lord, thethe same day3sl will choose a faithful priest

who can help that person?” for myself. This priest will listen to me and do
But Eli's sons refused to listen to Eli. Stwhat | want. | will make this priest's family
the Lord decided to kill Eli's sons. strong. He will always serve before my
26The boy Samuel kept growing. He wachosen king.*36Then all the people who are
pleasing to God and to the people. left in your family will come and bow down
. . . before this priest. They will beg for a little

The Terrible Prophecy about Eli's Family money or a piece of bread. They will say,

27A man of God* came to Eli and said “Please give me a job as priest so | can have
“The Lord says these things, ‘Your ancestorssome food to eat.””
were slaves of Pharaoh’s family. But
appeared to your ancestors at that tiafe. God Calls Samuel
chose your family group from all the family#)The boy Samuel served the Lord under Eli.
groups of Israel. | chose your family group t"JAt that time, the Lord did not speak
be my priests. | chose them to offer sacrificidirectly to people very often. There were very
on my altar. | chose them to burn incensefew visions.*
and wear the ephod.* | also let your famil' 2Eli's eyes were so weak he was almost
group have the meat from the sacrifices thblind. One night he lay down in bedsamuel
the people of Israel give to mé%So why lay in bed in the Lord’s Holy Building.*
don't you respect those sacrifices and gift:God's Holy Box* was in that Holy Building.
You honor your sons more than me. YoThe Lord's lamp was still burningThe Lord
become fat on the best parts of the meat—acalled Samuel. Samuel answered, “Here |
the people of Israel bring that meat to me.” am.” 5, Samuel thought Eli was calling him.
30The Lord God of Israel promised tha'So Samuel ran to Eli. Samuel said to Eli,
your father’s family would serve him forever“Here | am. You called me.”
But now the Lord says this, ‘That will neve!
be! | W'” hon_or people who honor me. Bu‘descendants A person’s children and their future families.
bad things will happen to people Who refusbut you will see bad things happening at home This phrase is

to respect me31lThe time is Coming when | not in the ancient Greek translation or the Hebrew scrolls
from Qumran.
chosen king Literally, “anointed one.”

man of God A prophet, a person who spoke for God. visions Like dreams. God gave messages to his special people
ancestors Literally, “father's house.” This means the people the by letting them see and hear things in visions.

a person is descended from. Holy Building  This could mean the Holy Tent at Shiloh where
incense A kind of spice that smells good when it is burned. | people went to worship the Lord, or a larger area where they

was burned as a gift to God. put the Holy Tent.
ephod A special coat a man wore to show that he was a priest God’s Holy Box The Box of the Agreement. In this box were

a priest’s helper. many things from the time Israel was in the Sinai desert.
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But Eli said, “I didn't call you. Go back to  Eli said, “He is the Lord. Let him do
bed.” whatever he thinks is right.”

Samuel went back to befgain the Lord  19The Lord was with Samuel while he grew
called, “Samuel!” Again Samuel ran to Elup. The Lord did not let any of Samuel’s
and said, “Here | am. You called me.” messages prove fals®Then all Israel, from

Eli said, “I didn't call you. Go back to bed."Dan to Beersheba, knew that Samuel was a

Samuel did not yet know the Lord. Thrye prophet of the LorceAnd the Lord
Lord had not spoken directly to him yet* ~ continued to appear to Samuel at Shiloh. The

8The Lord called Samuel the third time| orq revealed himself to Samuel as the word
Again Samuel got up and went to Eli. Samupf the [ ord *
said, "Here | am. You called me.” News about Samuel spread through all of

Then Eli understood that the Lord wa&qqrael Eli was very old. His sons kept
calling the boy2Eli told Samuel, “Go to bed. doing bad things before the Lord %

If he calls you again, say, ‘Speak, Lord. | al '
your servant, and | am listening.”

So Samuel went back fo bedThe Lord The Philistines Defeat the Israelites
came and stood there. He called as he ( At that time, the Israglites went out to fight

and | am listening.” their camp at Aphek2The Philistines

11The Lord said to Samuel, “I will soon dcprepared to attack Israel. The battle began.
Something in Israel. Peop|e who hear about The Philistines defeated the Israelites. The
will be shocked12 will do everything | said | Philistines killed about 4,000 soldiers from
would do against Eli and his family. | will dclsrael's army.3The Israelite soldiers came
everything from the beginning to the edd. back to their camp. The eldefieaders)of
told Eli | would punish his family forever. IIsrael asked, “Why did the Lord let the
will do that because Eli knew that his sorPhilistines defeat us? Let’s bring the Lord’s
were saying and doing bad things against GBox of the Agreement* from ShilohIn this
but Eli failed to control themi4That is why | way, God will go with us into battleHe will
swore (promised)that sacrifices and grainsave us from our enemies.”
offerings will never take away the sins of th  4So the people sent men to Shiloh. The
people in Eli's family.” , ~ men brought back the Lord All-Powerful’s

15Samuel |ay down in bed until the mornin Box of the Agreement.* On top of the Box
came. He got up early and opened the doorsare the Cherub angels. They are like the
the Lord's house. Samuel was afraid to tell Ethrone that the Lord sits on. Eli's two sons,
ab&ut the vision.* . Hophni and Phinehas, came with the Box.

E“t Eli said to Samuel, "Samuel, M\ swhen the Lord's Box of the Agreement*
son: came into the camp, all the Israelites gave a

Samuel answered, “Yes, sir.”

I7Efi asked, “What did the Lord say to yougreat shout. That shout made the ground
Don't hide it from me. God wil punish you ifshake.ﬁThe Philistines heard Israel's shout.
you hide anything from the message G
spoke to you.” word of the Lord  Sometimes this means simply, “a message

18So Samuel told Eli everything. Samue from God.” But sometimes it seems that this was a special

: ; ; : way or form that God used when he spoke with his prophets.
did not hide anythmg from Eli Eli was very old ... before the Lord This phrase is in the

ancient Greek translation, but not in the Hebrew.
The Lord had not spoken directly to him yet Literally, “The ~ Box of the Agreement Also called the “Ark of the Covenant.”
word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him.” This box contained the Ten Commandments written on stone
vision Like a dream. God gave messages to his special peo  tablets and the other things that proved God was with the
by letting them see and hear things in visions. people of Israel during their time in the Sinai Desert.
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They asked, “Why are the people so excite 18When the Benjamite man mentioned
in the Hebrew* camp?” God's Holy Box,* Eli fell backward off his
Then the Philistines learned that the Lord chair near the gate and broke his neck. Eli
Holy Box* had been brought into Israel’swas old and fat, so he died. Eli had led Israel
camp.’The Philistines became afraid. Thifor 20 years.*
Philistines said, “Gods have come to the
camp! We're in trouble. This has neve
happened beforéWe are worried. Who can . : :
save us from these powerful gods? The Ph1_9E|h| S daughter-m-lavlv, the W'f? of
gods are the same gods that gave tPhinenas, was pregnant. It was nearly time
Egyptians those diseases and terripfor her bgby to be b<1rn. She heard the news
sicknessestBe brave, Philistines! Fight like that God's Holy Box* was taken. She also
men! In the past, the Hebrew people were oheard that her father-in-law Eli and her
slaves. So fight like men or you will becomhusband Phinehas were both dead. As soon
their slaves!” as she heard the news, her pain started anc
10So the Philistines fought very hard anshe began giving birth to her bayShe was
defeated the Israelites. Every Israelite soldiabout to die when the women who were
ran away to his tent. It was a terrible defe helping her said, “Don’t worry! You have
for Israel. 30,000 Israelite soldiers wer given birth to a son.”
killed. 1The Philistines took God’s Holy  But Eli's daughter-in-law did not answer or
Box* and killed Eli's two sons, Hophni andpay attention?2Eli's daughter-in-law named
Phinehas. . the baby Ichabod,* that is to say, “Israel’s
12That day a man from the family group Oglory has been taken away!™ She did this
Benjamin ran from the battle. He tore hipecayse God's Holy Box* was taken away
clothes and p“tlgust on his hegaishow his 414 hecause both her father-in-law and her
great sadnegs'Eli was sitting on a chair  shand were deaShe said, “Israel’s glory

near the city gates when this man came ; g
Shiloh. Eli was worried about God’s Holyﬂzz Paii?] tglézpsm?g Bgicause the Philistines

Box,* so he was sitting there waiting ani
watching. Then the Benjamite man came in o
Shiloh and told the bad news. All the peopl  The Holy Box Troubles the Philistines
in town began to cry out loud4-1Eli was 98 [ The Philistines carried God's Holy Box,*
years old. Eli was blindso he could not see~/from Ebenezer to AshdodThe Philistines
what was happeningBut he could hear thecarried God's Holy Box into the temple of
loud noise of the people crying. Eli askecDagon* and put it next to the statue of Dagon.
“Why are the people making this loud noise?3The next morning, the people of Ashdod got
The Benjamite man ran to Eli and told hiﬂup and found Dagon lying face down on the

what happenedtéThe Benjamite man told ground. Dagon had fallen down before the
Eli, “| am the man who just came from the| org's Box.

battle. | ran away from the battle today!”

Eli asked, “What happened, son?”

17The Benlam|te man answered, “Israel re20 years This is from the ancient Greek translation and
away from the Philistines. The Israelite arm  Josephus. The standard Hebrew text has “40 years.”
has lost many soldiers. Your two sons ailchabod This name means “No glory!” The Greek has “Ouai
both dead. And the Philistines took God' _, Bachaboth-

Eli's daughter-in-law ... taken away This is not in the Greek

The Glory Is Gone

HOly Box.*" translation.
Dagon The Canaanite people worshiped this false god hoping
Hebrew Or, “Israelite.” he would give them a good harvest of grain. This was

Holy Box The Box of the Agreement. probably the most important god for the Philistine people.
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The people of Ashdod put the statue to kill us and our people”The people of
Dagon* back in its place4But the next Ekron called all the Philistine rulers together.
morning when the people of Ashdod got uThe people of Ekron said to the rulers, “Send
they found Dagon on the ground again! Dagithe Box of the God of Israel back to its place
had fallen down before the Lord’s Holy Box.:before it kills us and our people!”

This time, Dagon’s head and hands we The people of Ekron were very scared!
broken off and lying on the threshold.* OnhGod made life very hard for them in that
Dagon’s body was still in one piec&hat is Place.13Many people dieg.And the people
Why, even today1 Dagon’s priests or any OthWhO did _nOt dle, had tumors.* The peOp|e of
people who enter Dagon's Temple at Ashd(Ekron cried loudly to heaven.

refuse to step on the threshold.

6The Lord made life hard for the people ¢
Ashdod and their neighbors. The Lord ga\
them many troubles. He caused them to ¢
tumors.* The Lord also sent mice to then
The mice ran all over their ships and then or
their land. The people in the city were vel
afraid.* 7The people of Ashdod saw what we
happening. They said, “The Holy Box* of the
God of Israel can't stay here! God i
punishing us and Dagon* our god.”

God’s Holy Box Is Sent Back Home

The Philistines kept the Holy Box* in their
land seven monthgThe Philistines called
their priests and magicians. The Philistines
said, “What must we do with the Lord’s Box?

Tell us how to send the Box back home!”
3The priests and magicians answered, “If
you send back the Holy Box* of the God of
Israel, don’t send it away empty. You must
offer gifts so the God of Israel will take away
your sins. Then you will be healed. You will

sThe people of Ashdod called the fiviys "o 40 'nire. You should do these things so
Philistine rulers together. The people (God wil stop punishing you.™

Ashdod asked the rulers, “What must we (~ 41ha philistines asked, “What kind of gifts

with the Holy Box* of the God of Israel?” g4 \we send for Israel's God to forgive us?”
The rulers answered, “Move th? Holy Box ™ 1pe priests and magicians answered,
of the God of Israe|to Gath.” S0 the There are five Philistine leader©ne leader
Philistines moved God's Holy Box. for each city, All of you people and your
Holy Box* to Gath, the Lord punished thamake five gold models to look like five
city. The people became very scared. Giymors. And you must make five gold models
caused many troubles for all the people-tg ook like five mice5So, make models of
young and old. God caused the people in Githe tumors and models of the mice that are
to have tumors.®90 the Philistines senfryining the country. Give these gold models
God's Holy Box to Ekron. ~to the God of Israel as payment. Then maybe
But when God’s Holy Box* came intothe God of Israel will stop punishing you,
Ekron, the people of Ekron complained. Theyour gods, and your lanfDon't be stubbomn
said, “Why are you bringing the Box of thiike Pharaoh and the Egyptians. God punished
God of Israel to our city Ekron? Do you warthe Egyptians. That is why the Egyptians let
the Israelites leave Egypt.
Dagon The Canaanite people worshiped this faise god hoping ' YOU Must build a new wagon and get two
he would give them a good harvest of grain. This wagOWS that just had calves. These must be cows
probably the most important god for the Philistine people.  that have never worked in the fields. Tie the

Holy Box The Box of the Agreement, the box that contained th :
stone tablets with the Ten Commandments written on theﬁnows to the wagon so they can puII it. Then

and the other things that proved God was with the people

Israel during their time in the Sinai Desert. You should do ... punishing you This is from the ancient
threshold  The bottom part of a door opening. Greek translation and one of the ancient Hebrew scrolls from
tumors Bad growths on the skin. Qumran. The standard Hebrew has “Then you will know why

Verse 6 This is from the ancient Greek translation. God did not stop punishing you.”
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take the calves back home and put them sacrificed the cows as burnt offerings to the
their pen. Don't let them follow their Lord.

mothers.*8Put the Lord's Holy Box* on the ~ 16The five Philistine rulers watched the
wagon. You must put the golden models ipeople of Beth Shemesh do all these things.
the bag beside the Box. The golden modeThen the five Philistine rulers went back to
are your gifts for God to forgive your sinsEkron that same day.

Send the wagon straight on its w@atch ~ 7In this way, the Philistines sent golden
the wagon. If the wagon goes toward Beimodels of tumors as gifts for their sins to the
Shemesh in Israel's own land, then the LoiLord. They sent one golden model of a tumor
has given us this great sickness. But if ttfor each Philistine town. These Philistine
cows do not go straight to Beth Shemesh, th{0Wns were Ashdod, Gaza, Ashkelon, Gath,
we will know that Israel’s God has no@nd Ekron.18And the Philistines also sent

punished us. We will know that our sickned0lden models of mice. The number of these
just happened.” golden mice was the same number as the

10The Philistines did what the priests anto}"’nS !Pr?t betlongedh t?j the”five Phiéis{ﬂne
magicians said. The Philistines found tw /€S- 1NESE OWNS nad walls around them.

- .- And each town had villages around it.
cows that had just had calves. The Philistin The peaple of Beth Shemesh put the Lord’s
tied the cows to the wagon and put -the.calVHoI Box* on a rock. That rock is still in the
in their pens at homélThen the Philistines y :

, field of Joshua from Beth ShemestBut
put the Lord’s Holy Box* on the wagon. TheBthere were no priests* there, and the men of

also put the bag with the golden models of tl
umrs and mice on the wagoThe cows ot 62T Eo0 Kiled 70 men rom Beth
went dstralgr?t to %eth Shemelzlsf;]. The CO‘;Shemesh. The people of Beth Shemesh cried
stayed on the road, mooing all the way. Thpeqo e the Lord punished them so severely.
cows did not turn right or left. The Philistinezog o the people of Beth Shemesh said
rulers followed the cows as far as the Citayhere is 4 priest that can care for this Holy
I|m1|gs of Beth Shemesh. Box? Where should the Box go from here?”
The people of Beth Shemesh wer a1 there was a priest at Kiriath Jearjife
harvesting their wheat in the valley. The yaqpie of Beth Shemesh sent messengers tc
looked up and saw the Holy Box.* They werne pegple of Kiriath Jearim. The messengers
very happy to see the Box again. They ran gaiq “The Philistines have brought back the
get it. 14-15The wagon came to the field tha org's Holy Box.* Come down and take it to
belonged to Joshua of Beth Shemesh ayour city.”

stopped there near a large rock. The men of Kiriath Jearim came and took
Some Levites* took down the Lord’s Holy f the Lord's Holy Box.* They took the
Box* and the bag that had the gOlden mode Lord’s Box Up the hill to the house g'he
The Levites put the Lord's Box and the bapriest, Abinadab. They did a special ceremony
that was with it on the large rock. to prepare Abinadab’s son, Eleazar, to guard
The people of Beth Shemesh cut up thhe Lord's Box.2The Box stayed at Kiriath
wagon and killed the cows. That day, the jearim a long time. It stayed there 20 years.

Don't ... follow their mothers  The Philistines thought that if The Lord Saves the Israelites
the cows did not try to find their calves it would prove that The people of Israel began to follow the
God was leading them and that he had accepted their gifts. | qr( again.3SamueI told the people of Israel

Holy Box The Box of the Agreement, the hox that contained thg .
stone tablets with the Ten Commandments written on thenlf, you aré reaIIy coming back to the Lord—

and the other things that proved God was with the people ¥ith all your heart—then you must throw
Israel during their time in the Sinai Desert.

Levites People from the family group of Levi who helped theno priests Only priests were allowed to carry the Box of the
priests. Agreement.
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away your foreign gods. You must throy Peace Comes to Isragl

away your idols of Ashtoreth.* And you mus  12After this, Samuel set up a special stone.

give yourselves fully to the Lord. You mus He did this to help people remember the

serve only the Lord! Then the Lord will savthings God did.Samuel put the stone between

you from the Philistines.” Mizpah and Shen.* Samuel named the stone
4So the Israelites threw away their statu“Stone of Help.”™ Samuel said, “The Lord

of Baal* and Ashtoreth.* The Israelites servehelped us all the way to this place!”

only the Lord. 13The Philistines were defeated. They did
5Samuel said, “All Israel must meet anot enter the land of Israel again. The Lord
Mizpah. | will pray to the Lord for you.” was against the Philistines during the rest of

6The Israelites met together at MizpatSamuel’s life.14The Philistines had taken
They got water and poured it out before ttsome cities from Israel. But the Israelites
Lord. In this way, they began a time owon back those towns. Israel rescued those
fasting, They did not eat any food that dacities throughout the Philistine area, from
and they confessed their sins. They said, “vEkron to Gath.
have sinned against the Lord.” So Samu There was also peace between Israel and
served as a judge* of Israel at Mizpah. the Amorites. o

7The Philistines heard that the Israelite ‘°Samuel led Israel all his lifé®Samuel
were meeting at Mizpah. The Philistine ruleWent from place to place judging the people
went to fight against the Israelites. Thof Israel. Every year he traveled around the

Israelites heard the Philistines were cominco.“”trr]y- H?] wegt tg thhflllaGrilgal, alndf
and they became afrai@lThe Israelites said toM1zPah. So he judged and ruled the people o

Samuel, “Don't stop praying to the Lord OuLsrael in a_II tgese hplgceg?But |Salmuers t
God for us! Ask the Lord to save us from tr/'0Me Was In raman. S0 >amuel always wen
Philistines!” back to Ramah. Samuel judged and ruled

9Samuel took a baby lamb. He burned yisrael from that town. And Samuel built an

lamb as a whole burnt offering to the Lorcaltar to the Lord in Ramah.
Samuel prayed to the Lord for Israel. Th Israel Asks For A King

Lord answered Samuel's prayéfWhile y\vhen Samuel became old, he made his

Samuel was burning the sacrifice, thQgons judges* for IsraetSamuel’s first son

Philistines came to fight Israel. But the Lor\ o< named Joel. His second son was named
caused loud thunder near the Philistines. T'Abijah. Joel and Abijah were judges in

the Philistines, and they became confusétne same way he did. Joel and Abijah
Their leaders were not able to control thenaccepted bribes. They took money secretly
So the Israelites defeated the Philistines and Changed their decisions in court. They
battle.1IThe men of Israel ran out of Mizpalcheated people in courtSo all the elders
and chased the Philistines. They chased th(leaders)of Israel met together. They went to
all the way to Beth Car. They killed PhilistintRamah to meet with SamudThe elders
soldiers all along the way. (leaders)said to Samuel, “You're old, and
_ _ your sons don't live right. They are not like

Ashtoreth  The Canaanite people thought that this false goddeg‘ou. Now give us a king to rule us like all the

could make people able to have babies. She was their godd 5[?1 ern ati’o ns.”

of love and war. ' )
Baal The Canaanite people believed that this false god brought 6So, the eIder(deaders)asked fora klng to

the rain and storms. They also thought that he made the laf@ad them. Samuel thought this was a bad
produce good crops.

judge(s) Special leaders who had the work of leading, judging
and protecting the people of Israel before there were kin Shen Or, “Jeshanah,” a town about 17 miles north of Jerusalem.
inIsrael. Stone of Help Or, “Ebenezer.”
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idea. So Samuel prayed to the Lof@he  “And you yourselves will become slaves of
Lord told Samuel, “Do what the people telthis king.18When that time comes, you will
you. They have not rejected you. They haicry because of the king you chose. But the
rejected me! They don't want me to be theLord will not answer you at that time.”

king! 8They are doing the same thing the 19But the people would not listen to
have always done. | took them out of EgypSamuel. They said, “No! We want a king to
But they left me and served other gods. Thirule over us20Then we will be the same as all
are doing the same to yo?5o listen to the the other nations. Our king will lead us. He
people,and do what they sayBut give them will go before us and fight our battles.”

a warning. Tell the people what a king will i 21Samuel listened to the people and then
to them! Tell them how a king rules people.” repeated their words to the Lo#The Lord

10Those people asked for a king. Sanswered, “You must listen to them! Give
Samuel told those people everything the Lo them a king.”
said. 11Samuel said, “If you have a king Then Samuel told the people of Israel,
ruling over you, this is what he will do: He'(Fine! You will have a new kingNow, all
will take away your sons. He will force youiof You people go back home.
sons to serve him. He will force them to b
soldiers—they must fight from his chariot:
and become horse soldiers in his army. Yo
sons will become guards running in front ¢
the king's chariot.

12°A king will force your sons to become
soldiers. That king will choose which of you

Saul Looks for His Father's Donkeys

Kish was an important man from the
family group of Benjamin. Kish was the
son of Abiel. Abiel was the son of Zeror.
Zeror was the son of Becorath. Becorath was
the son of Aphiah, a man from Benjamin.
: : 2Kish had a son named Saul. Saul was a
sons will be officers over 1,000 men an handsome young man. There was no one

Wh"’ghkm” kz/s”?f;g:ﬁ:r: g\éfnr :%fme(;hr sons to more handsome than Saul. Saul stood a heac
g y taller than any other man in Israel.

F(!?(\;’é Tgrﬂglg? ag:rg%weiohﬁgfervﬁzg I-(l)c;wiw 30ne day, Kish's donkeys became lost. So
your Sons PONS Iiish said to his son Saul, “Take one of the

war. He will force them to make things for hi’servants and go look for the donkey4Saul
chariots! . went to look for the donkeys. Saul walked
1A klng will take your daughters. He will through the hills of Ephraim. Then Saul
force some of your daughters to makyyaied through the area around Shalisha. But
perfume for him. And he will force some 0'gq| and the servant could not find Kish's
your daughters to cook and bake for him. — gonkeys. So Saul and the servant went to the
1%A king will take your best fields, areq around Shaalim. But the donkeys were
vineyards, and olive groves. He will takinot there either. So Saul traveled through the
those things from you and give them to Njang of Benjamin. But he and the servant stil
officers.15He will take one tenth of your graincoyld not find the donkeys.
and grapes. He will give these things to h  sginally, Saul and the servant came to the
officers and servants. town named Zuph. Saul said to his servant,
L&A king will take your men and women«_et's go back. My father will stop worrying
servants. He will take your best cattle* anahout the donkeys and start worrying about us.”
your donkeys. He will use them all for hi¢ 6But the servant answered, “A man of
own work.7And he will take one tenth of God* is in this town. People respect him.
your flocks.

cattle This is from the ancient Greek translation. The Hebreman of God A prophet, a person that God sent to speak to
has, “young men.” the people.
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Everything he says comes true. So let's @ man to you. He will be from the family
into town. Maybe the man of God will tell usgroup of Benjamin. You must anoint* him
where we should go next.” and make him the new leader over my people
7Saul said to his servant, “Sure, we can (Israel. This man will save my people from the
into town. But what can we give to him? WPhilistines. | have seen my people suffering. |
have no gift to give the man of God. Even tthave listened to the cries from my people.”
food in our bags is gone. What can we giv 1’Samuel saw Saul, and the Lord said to
him?” Samuel, “This is the man | told you about. He
8Again the servant answered Saul. “Look,will rule my people.”
have a little bit of money.* Let's give it to the 18Saul went up to a man near the gate to

man of God.* Then he will tell us where we@sk directions. This man just happened to be
should go.” Samuel. Saul said, “Excuse me. Could you

9-11Saul said to his servant, “That is a goctell me where the seer's* house is?”
idea! Let's go!” So they went to the towr °Samuel answered, ‘I am the seer.* Go on
where the man of God was. up ahead of me to the place for worship.*

Saul and the servant were walking up ttYou and your servant will eat with me today.
hill toward town. They met some youn( Will let you go home tomorrow morning. |
women on the road. The young women weWill answer all your question$%nd don't
coming out to get water. Saul and the serveWorry about the donkeys that you lost three
asked the young women, “Is the seer* heredays ago. They have been found. Now, there
(In the past, people in Israel called a propheiS Something that everybody in Israel is
“seer.” So if they wanted to ask somethinlooking for and that something is you and
from God, they would say, “Let's go to thyour family! .
seer.”) 21Saul answered, “But | am a member of

12The young women answered, “Yes, trthe family group of Benjamin. It is the
seer* is here. He is just up the road. He carSmallest family group in Israel. And my
to town today. Some people are meetirfamily is the smallest in the family group of"
together today to share in a fellowshiBenjamin. Why do you say Israel wants me?
offering at the place for worshipSo, go 22Then Samuel took Saul and his servant to
into town and you will find him. If you hurry, (€ €ating area. About 30 people had been

you can catch him before he goes up to egiinvited to eat togetheand share the sacrifice
the place for worship. The seer blesses tSamuel gave Saul and his servant the most

sacrifice. So the people won't start eating ynimportant place at the tablé8Samuel said to
he gets there. If you hurry, you can find tf

the cook, “Bring the meat | gave you. It is the
seer.”

share | told you to save.”
. 24 inh*
14Saul and the servant started walking . ~-T1e €00k brought out the thigh* and put
the hill to town. Just as they came into tow,

it on the table in front of Saul. Samuel said,
they saw Samuel walking toward then

‘Eat the meat that was put in front of you. It
Samuel was just coming out of town on nwas saved for you for this special time when |
way to the place for worship.*

called the people together.” So Saul ate with

Samuel that day.
15
Sam-LrJgIelfi‘(‘j,:?/thkiJseIi(rJnré3 ’totrggrrt\?vr(ljvxnl?ge;%h #3After they finished eating they came
’ down from the place for worship* and went

a little bit of money Literally, “1/4 shekel of silver.” This was

about 1/10 ounce of silver. anoint  To pour olive oil on a person’s head to show he was
man of God A prophet, a person that God sent to speak to tI  chosen by God to be a king, priest, or prophet.

people. thigh This was probably the left thigh that was reserved for
seer Another name for a prophet. This shows that prophe  important guests. The right thigh was reserved for the priest

often saw their message from God in some special way. that sacrificed the animal. This priest helped kill the animal
place for worship Literally, “high place.” and put the fat from the animal on the altar as a gift to God.
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back to town. Samuel made a bed for Saul \prophets will come out. These prophets will
the roof,* and Saul went to sleep. come down from the place for worship.*
26Early the next morning, Samuel shouteThey will be prophesying.* They will be
to Saul on the roof. Samuel said, “Get up.playing harps, tambourines, flutes, and lyres.
will send you on your way.” Saul got up ani6Then the Lord’s Spirit will come on you with
went out of the house with Samuel. great power. You will be changed. You will
27Saul, his servant, and Samuel werbe like a different man. You will begin to
walking together near the edge of towrprophesy with these prophet®fter that
Samuel said to Saul, “Tell your servant to ghappens, you can do whatever you choose to
on ahead of us. | have a message for you frcdo. Why? Because God will be with you.
God.” So the servant walked ahead of them.  &Go to Gilgal before me. Then | will come
_ there to you. And | will offer burnt offerings
Samuel Anoints Saul and fellowship offerings. But you must wait
103amuel took a jar of the special oilseven days. Then | will come and tell you
Samuel poured the oil on Saul's heawhat to do.”
Samuel kissed Saul and said, “The Lord h
anointed(chosen)you to be the leader over Saul Becomes Like the Prophets
the people who belong to him. You will 9Just as Saul turned to leave Samuel, God
control the Lord's people. You will save thenturned Saul’s life around. All those things
from the enemies that are all around therhappened that day%Saul and his servant
The Lord has anointed you to be ruler over hwent to Gibeath Elohim. At that place, Saul
people. Here is a sign that will prove this imet a group of prophets. God’s Spirit came on
true:* 2After you leave me today, you will Saul with great power, and Saul prophesied
meet two men near Rachel’'s tomb on trwith the prophetst!Some of the people who
border of Benjamin at Zelzah. The two mehad known Saul before saw him prophesying*
will say to you, ‘Someone found the donkeywith the prophets. So they asked each other,
you were looking for. Your father stoppec“What has happened to Kish's son? Is Saul
worrying about his donkeys. Now he i:also one the prophets?”
worrying about you. He is saying: What will |  12A man living in Gibeath Elohim said,
do about my son?” “Yes! And it seems that he is their leader.™
3 Samuel saig, Then you will go until you That is why this became a famous saying: “Is
come to the large oak tree at Tabor. Thr«Saul also one of the prophets?”
men will meet you there. Those three me .
will be on their way to worship God at Bethel Saul Arrives Home
One man will be carrying three young goat 13After Saul finished prophesying,* he
The second man will be carrying three loavewent to the place for worshjpear his home
of bread. And the third man will have a bottl  4Saul's uncle asked Saul and his servant,
of wine. 4These three men will say hello t¢“Where have you been?”
you. They will offer you two loaves of bread Saul said, “We were looking for the
And you will accept those two loaves of breadonkeys. When we couldn'’t find them, we
from them.5Then you will go to Gibeath went to see Samuel.”
Elohim. There is a Philistine fort in that place 15Saul’'s uncle said, “Please tell me, what
When you come to this town, a group cdid Samuel say to you?”

Samuel made a bed for Saul on the roof This is from the place for worship Literally, “high place.”
Greek translation. The Hebrew has, “Samuel spoke with S¢prophesying Usually, this means “speaking for God.” But here
on the roof.” In Israel the roofs were flat, and people use this also means that the Spirit of God took control of the
them like an extra room and for storing things. person and caused him to sing and dance.

You will control ... true  These lines are from the ancientYes ... leader Literally, “And who is their father?” Often the
Greek translation. They are not in the Hebrew text. man who taught and led other prophets was called “father.”
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16Saul answered, “Samuel told us threfused to bring gifts to him. But Saul said
donkeys were already found.” Saul did not tenothing.
his uncle everything. Saul did not tell him th

things Samuel said about the kingdom. Nahash, King of the Ammonites
Nahash, the king of the Ammonites, had
Samuel Announces Saul as King been hurting the family groups of Gad and

17Samuel told all the people of Israel tReuben. Nahash poked out the right eye of
meet together with the Lord at Mizpaheach of the men. Nahash did not allow anyone

185amuel told the people of Israel, “The Lor((0 help them. Nahash king of the Ammonites
the God of Israel says, ‘I led Israel out Poked out the right eye of every Israelite man

from the other kingdoms that tried to hUIZ\’OOO I_sraeli(tje men r?”ba"‘r’]aé’.lfmd”l the
you.’ 19But today you have rejected your GocaMmonites and came to Jabesh Gilead.

Your God saves you from all your troublellﬁbOUt a month later, Nahash the

o ite and his army surrounded
and problems. But you said, ‘No, we want mmoni :
king to rule us.’ Now come, stand before thabesh Gilead. All the people of Jabesh said

Lord in your families and family groups.” to Nahash, “If you will make a treaty with us,

205amuel brought all the family groups ¢ ; will serve you.

2But Nahash the Ammonite answered, “|
Israel near,Then Samuel began to choose i make a treaty with you peaple only if |

new king; First, the family group of Benjamincay noke out the right eye of each person.

was choser?iSamuel told each family in théThen all Israel will be ashamed!”

family group of Benjamin to pass by. Matri' - 3The |eaders of Jabesh said to Nahash, “Let
family was chosen. Then Samuel told eaiys have seven days. We will send messengers
man in Matri's family to walk by. Saul son o'through all Israel. If no one comes to help us,

Kish was chosen. we will come up to yoiand surrender to yal
But when the people looked for Saul, the

could not find him.22Then they asked the Saul Saves Jabesh Gilead
Lord, “Has Saul come here yet?” 4The messengers came to Gibeah where
The Lord said, “Saul is hiding behind th'Saul lived. They told the news to the people.
supplies.” The people cried loudlySaul had been out in
23The people ran and took Saul out froithe field with his cows. Saul came in from the
behind the supplies. Saul stood up among tfield and heard the people crying. Saul asked,
people. Saul was a head taller than any otl“What's wrong with the people? Why are
person. they crying?”
24Samuel said to all the people, “See tt  Then the people told Saul what the
man the Lord has chosen. There is no persmessengers from Jabesh séBaul listened
like Saul among the people.” to their story. Then God's Spirit came on Saul
Then the people shouted, “Long live th‘%‘”th great power. Saul became very angry.
king"” Saul took a pair of cows and cut them in
255amuel explained the rules of th pieces. Then he gave the pieces of those cows

- . t0 messengers. He ordered the messengers to
Eg\gfolgweto lﬁ?eth%eggloek ng(\ﬁreoﬁ éhforrlge%ﬂcarry the pieces throughout the land of Israel.
samuel toﬁj the people to go home * " “He told them to give this message to the

26Saul also went to his home in Gibealpeople of Israel: “Come follow Saul and

God touched the hearts of brave men, a

these brave men began to follow S&But Nahash ... came to Jabesh Gilead This part is not in the
" . . standard Hebrew text, but is found in some ancient

SOme trpoIemake'rs Sald* _HOW can this mi translations and in one of the ancient Hebrew scrolls from

save us?” They said bad things about Saul ¢  Qumran.
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Samuel. If any person does not come and h«anyone’s cow or donkey? Did | hurt or cheat
them, then this same thing will happen to hanyone? Did | ever take money, or even a pair
cows!” of shoes, to do something wrong? If | did any
A great fear from the Lord came on thof these things, then | will make it right.”
people. They all came together like on 4The Israelites answered, “No! You never
person.8Saul gathered the men together idid anything bad to us. You never cheated us
Bezek. There were 300,000 men from Israor took things from us!”
and 30,000 men from Judah. 5Samuel said to the Israelites, “The Lord
%Saul and his army told the messengeand his chosen king are witnesses today. They
from Jabesh, “Tell the people at Jabesh heard what you said. They know that you
Gilead that by noon tomorrow, you will bécould find nothing wrong with me.” The
saved.” people answered, “Yes! The Lord is witness!”
The messengers told Saul's message to ~ 6Then Samuel said to the people, “The
people at Jabesh. The people at Jabesh W| ord has seen what happened. The Lord is the
very happy10Then the people of Jabesh saione who chose Moses and Aaron. And he is
to Nahash the Ammonite, “Tomorrow we willthe one who brought your ancestors* out of
come to you. Then you can do anything ycggynt 7Now, stand there and | will tell you
want to us. : about the good things the Lord did for you
11The next morning Saul separated higyq yOur ancestors.

soldiers into three groups. At sunrise, Sa  gJacoh went to Egypt. Later, the Egyptians
and his soldiers entered the Ammonite CaMmage ife hard for his descendants.* So they

Saul attacked while they were changingrieq 1o the Lord for help. The Lord sent

guards that morning. Saul and his soldie Moses and Aaron. Moses and Aaron took

defeated the Ammonites before noon. Ttyo - ancestors out of Egypt and led them to
Ammonite soldiers all ran away in dlfferen”Ve in this place.

directions—no two soldiers stayed together. ™ gg ¢ * i
. . your ancestors* forgot the Lord their
“?Then the people said to Samyel, WhelGod. So the Lord let them become the slaves
are the people who said they didn't want Saof Sisera. Sisera was the commander of the
to rule as king? Bring those people here, a‘army at Hazor. Then the Lord let them

we will kill them!” .
- - become the slaves of the Philistines and the
13But Saul said, “No! Don't kill anyone . .
today! The Lord saved Israel today” y king of Moab. They all fought against your
14Then Samuel said to the peoble «Comancestorst®But your ancestors cried to the
let's go to Gilgal. At Gilgal we will again Lord for help. They said, ‘We have sinned.
make Saul the king. We left th*e Lord, and we* served the false
151l the people went to Gilgal. There, ind0dS Baal* and Ashtoreth.” But now save us
front of the Lord, the people made Saul kinTOM our enemies, and we will serve you.

) : 11*So the Lord sent Jerub Bag@bideon)
-Srg% ngﬁéegﬁeliﬂvgsm ;)éfl?trgsgshtgdt hg I'gorrgliBarak, Jephthah, and Samuel. The Lord saved

celebration. you from your enemies around you. And you
lived in safety.12But then you saw Nahash
Samuel Speaks About the King king of the Ammonites coming to fight

1 Samuel said to all Israel: I have donlancestors Literally, “fathers.” This means a person’s parents
Verythmg you wanted me to do. | hav grandparents, aﬁd all the people they are descended from. ’

puta king over YOUZ-NOW you have a king 10 gescendants A person’s children and their future families.
lead you. | am old and gray, but MYy SONS aBaal The Canaanite people believed that this false god brought
here with you. | have been your |leader since the rain and storms. They also thought that he made the land

produce good crops.
Was a young boy?sHere | am. If | have done Ashtoreth  The Canaanite people thought that this false goddess

anything wrong, 'you must tel_l thOSQ things t could make people able to have babies. She was their goddess
the Lord and his chosen king. Did | stee of love and war.
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against you. You said, ‘No! We want a king tevil, then God will throw you and your king
rule over us!” You said that, even though traway—like sweeping dirt out with a broom.”
Lord your God was already your kingNow,

here is the king you chose. The Lord put tt Saul Makes His First Mistake
king over you.l4You must fear and respec At that time, Saul had been king one
the Lord. You must serve him and obey h ear. After Saul had ruled over Israel

commands. You must not turn against hirtwo years,*2he chose 3,000 men from Israel.
You and the king ruling over you must follovThere were 2,000 men who stayed with him at
the Lord your God. If you do those thingsMicmash in the hill country of Bethel. There
then God will save you.t5But if you don't were 1,000 men who stayed with Jonathan at
obey the Lord and if you turn against hinGibeah in Benjamin. Saul sent the other men
then he will be against you. The Lord wilin the army back home.
destroy you and your king! 3Jonathan defeated the Philistines at their
16‘Now stand still and see the great thincamp in Geba. The Philistines heard about
the Lord will do before your eye$’Now is this. They said, “The Hebrews have rebelled.”
the time of the wheat harvest.* | will pray t¢ Saul said, “Let the Hebrew people hear
the Lord. | will ask him to send thunder anwhat happened.” So Saul told the men to blow
rain. Then you will know you did a very baitrumpets through all the land of Israéhll
thing against the Lord when you asked for the Israelites heard the news. They said, “Saul
king.” has killed the Philistine leader. Now the
1850 Samuel prayed to the Lord. That sarPhilistines really hate the Israelites!”
day the Lord sent thunder and rain. And tt The people of Israel were called to join
people became very afraid of the Lord arSaul at Gilgal5The Philistines gathered to
Samuel 19All the people said to Samuelfight Israel. The Philistines camped at
“Pray to the Lord your God for us, youMicmash, east of Beth Aven. The Philistines
servants. Don't let us die! We have sinnehad 3,000* chariots and 6,000 horse soldiers.
many times. And now we have added to thoThere were so many Philistines that they were
sins—we have asked for a king.” like sand on the seashore.
20Samuel answered, “Don't be afraid. It i 6The Israelites saw that they were in
true! You did all those bad things. But dontrouble. They felt trapped. They ran away to
stop following the Lord. Serve the Lord witthide in caves and cracks in the rock. They hid
all your heart2lidols are only statues—theyamong the rocks, in wells, and in other holes
can't help you! So don't worship them. Idolin the ground.’Some Hebrews even went
can't help you or save you. They are nothingacross the Jordan River to the land of Gad and
22But the Lord won't leave his people. NoGilead. Saul was still at Gilgal. All the men in

the Lord was pleased to make you his ovhis army were shaking with fear. ,
people. So, for his own good name, he wor 8Samuel said he would meet Saul at Gilgal.
leave you.23And as for me, | would neverSaul waited there seven days. But Samuel had
stop praying for you. If | stopped praying fonot yet come to Gilgal, and_ the spld|ers began
you, then | would be sinning against the Lorto leave Saul®So Saul said, “Bring me the

| will continue to teach you the right way tdournt offerings and the fellowship offerings.”
live a good life.24But you must honor the Then Saul offered the burnt offeringfAs
Lord. You must truly serve the Lord with alSoon as Saul finished offering that sac_nﬁce,
your heart. Remember the wonderful things |Samuel arrived. Saul went out to meet him.

did for you!25But if you are stubborn and dc
Verse 1 Or, “Saul was ... 1 year(s) old when he became king.
then God will save you This is from the ancient Greek  He ruled ... 2 years.” This verse is very hard to understand in
translation. Hebrew. Part of the numbers may be missing. This verse is
time of ... harvest This was the dry time of year when no  not in the ancient Greek translation.
rains fell. 3,000 The Hebrew has, “30,000."
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11Samuel asked, “What have you done?” Philistine blacksmiths chargdd; ounce* of

Saul answered, “I saw the soldiers leavirsilver; for sharpening plows and hoes. And
me. You were not here on time, and ththey chargedl/q ounce* of silver, for
Philistines were gathering at Micmast#l  sharpening picks, axes and the iron tip on
thought to myself, ‘The Philistines will comeoxgoads.*22So, on the day of battle, none of
here and attack me at Gilgal. And | haventhe Israelite soldiers with Saul haidon,
asked the Lord to help us yet! So | forceswords or spears. Only Saul and his son
myself to offer the burnt offering.” ~Jonathan hagdron, weapons.

135amuel said, “You did a foolish thing! - 23A group of Philistine soldiers guarded the
You did not obey the Lord your God! If youmountain pass at Micmash.
had obeyed God’'s command, then he wou
have let your family rule Israel forevéABut Jonathan Attacks the Philistines

now your kingdom will not continue. The That da ,
. y, Saul’'s son Jonathan was
Lord was |ooking for a man who wants t‘l alking with the young man who carried

obey him! The Lord has found that man—an, . S
. L his weapons. Jonathan said, “Let's go to the
the Lord is choosing him to be the new leadPhiIistine camp on the other sidef the

8&?";;?8 p!seo. %%u L(gﬂ? itsofﬁgotsqﬁngrﬂévallem.” But Jonathan did not tell his father.
ph : 2Saul was sitting under a pomegranate*
15T m ft

leader."Then Samuel got up and left Gilgal ™, Migron at the edge of the hill.* This

, was near the threshing floor* at that place.
The Battle at Micmash I
) . Saul had about 600 men with hidDne the
ThSeaulN?enndt ir(‘)e é?;é;’;] Trlws ggnr:yalrﬁ];tn Gg%"ﬂmen was named Ahijah. Ahijah was a son of
yt d th h tJ'II ith hi Ichabod’s brother Ahitub. Ichabod was the
%%un €d he T)e”t"éog Werlgss II VK'. 'Mson of Phinehas. Phinehas was the son of Eli.
] or?;?h\elavr?r%r? y ?ﬁe ol dn;res eenrjlt’ tOISGSécl))r; Eli had been the Lord’s priest at Shiloh. Now
Benj amin. Iers W Ahijah was the priest—Ahijah now wore the
L : ephod.*
17The Philistines were camped at Micmasl ™., o0 1en dig not know that Jonathan had
iihe Enlstnes decided 10 Unh Wien, onaan vas piannng 0 5o rough
soldiers began the attack. The Philistine amPaSS 10 gét to the Philistine camp. There was a
large rock on each side of the pass. The large

grr)]lltt;]rgont)hargetgroouppﬁ r.acr)]neng;orug;v ugg%% rock on one side was named Bozez. The large

k on the other side was named Seneh.
second group wensoutheaston the road to '0¢ ;
Beth Horon. And the third group weygas] 50ne large rock stood looking north toward

on the road to the border. That road lootMicmash. The other large rock stood looking

over the Valley of Zeboim toward the desert.soéJth toward Geba.
19None of the people of Israel could mak 8Jonathan said to his young helper who
things from iron. There weren't anycarrled his weapons, “Come on, let's go to the

blacksmiths* in Israel. The Philistines did no

_teach the Israelites h_o_w to make thmgs_ fr0 13 ounce Literally, “1 pim.”

iron because the Philistines were afraid tf1/6 ounce Literally, “1/3 sheke}.”

Israelites would make iron swords an ©%goad(s) A sharp stick that a person used to make animals go
2 ot the right way.

_spears. OOnIy th.e Phlllstlnes_could Sharpe'pomegranate A red fruit with many tiny seeds inside it. Each

iron tools. SO if the Israelites need?d U seed is covered with a soft, tasty part of the fiuit.

sharpen their plows, hoes, axes or sickleedge of the hill Or, “the edge of Gibeah.”

they had to go to the PhilistineglThe threshing floor A place where grain is beaten or walked on to
remove the hulls from the grain.
ephod A special coat a man wore to show that he was a priest

blacksmiths  Workers that make things from iron. or a priest's helper.
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camp of those foreigners.* Maybe the Lorarmy with him, “Count the men. | want to
will use us to defeat these people! Nothirknow who left camp.”
can stop the Lord—it doesn’t matter if w They counted the men. Jonathan and his
have many soldiers or just a few soldiers.” helper were gone. _

7The young man who carried Jonathan 18Saul said to Ahijah, “Bring God's Holy
weapons said to him, “Do what you think iBox!*" (At that time God's Holy Box was
best. | am with you all the way.” there with the IsraelitestySaul was talking to

8Jonathan said, “Let's go! We'll crosthe Ahijah the priest,Saul was waiting for advice
valley, and go to those Philistine guard:Tom God, But the noise and confusion in the

We'll let them see uglf they say to us, ‘Stay Philistine camp was growing and growing.
there until we come to you, we will Sta)LSaul was becoming impatienEinally, Saul

where we are. We won't go up to theHBut said to Ahijah the priest, “That's enough! Put

if the Philistine men say, ‘Come up here,’ wYour hand dowrand stop praying
will climb up to them. V\}/hy? Becauge that wil #Saul gathered his army together and went

b ian from God. That will mean th ttrto the battle. The Philistine soldiers were
€ asign from Lod. 1ha 1€an that Mreally confused! They were even fighting each
Lord will allow us to defeat them.

1 . other with their swords2iThere were
1S0 Jonathan and his helper let thyeprews who served the Philistines in the
Ph_|||sf|nes see them. The Philistine guarpast and who stayed in the Philistine camp.
said, “Look! The Hebrews are coming out Byt now these Hebrews joined the Israelites
the holes they were hiding in!*2The with Saul and Jonathad?All the Israelites
Philistines in the fort shouted to Jonathan awho had hidden in the hill country of Ephraim
his helper, “Come up here. We'll teach you heard the Philistine soldiers were running
lesson!” away. So these Israelites also joined in the
Jonathan said to his helper, “Follow me Lhattle and began chasing the Philistines.
the hill. The Lord is letting Israel defeat th 23So the Lord saved the Israelites that day.
Philistines!” The battle moved on past Beth Aven. The
13-1450 Jonathan climbed up the hill wittwhole army was with Saul—he now had
his hands and feet. And his helper was rigabout 10,000 men. The battle spread to every
behind him. Jonathan and his helper attackcity in the hill country of Ephraim.*
those Philistines. In the first attack, they Kkille .
20 Philistines in an area about one-half acre Saul Makes Another Mistake .
size. Jonathan fought the men who attack_ 2*But Saul made a big mistake that day.
from the front. And Jonathan’s helper car The Israelites were tired and hungry. This was

behind him and killed the men who were on Pecause Saul forced the people to make this
wounded. promise: Saul said, “If any man eats food

15A1l of the Philistine soldiers becamebefore evening comes and before I finish

. L - ._defeating my enemies, then that man will be
isnc?rrlgdcams Z?,lg 'fhr: gélg;grgitdihtgﬁo?to |(ljz'\?punished!" So none of the Israelite soldiers

the bravest soldiers were scared. The grOLate any food.

25-2Because of the fighting, the people
began to shake and that really scared tyen into some woods.gThegn theypsa\?v a
Philistine soldiers!

16 : . .
.Sal“.” S guards at .Glbeah n .the land. <Holy Box The Box of the Agreement, the box that contained the
Benjamin saw the Philistine soldiers runnin'stone tablets with the Ten Commandments written on them

away in different waysi’Saul said to the and the other things that proved God was with the people of
Israel during their time in the Sinai Desert.
The whole army ... Ephraim These words are in the ancient
foreigners Literally, “uncircumcised.” This showed these  Greek translation, but not in the Hebrew.
people were not Israelites and had not shared in their spe(But Saul ... that day These words are in the ancient Greek
agreement with God. translation, but not in the Hebrew.
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honeycomb on the ground. The Israelites we  But the priest said, “Let's ask God.”

up to the honeycomb, but they didn't eat ar 37So Saul asked God, “Should | go chase
of it. They were afraid to break the promistthe Philistines? Will you let us defeat the
27But Jonathan didn’t know about thaphjlistines?” But God did not answer Saul
promise. Jonathan didn’t hear his father fortyat gay.

the people to make that promise. Jonathan I ss5'sqy said, “Bring all the leaders to me!
a stick in his hand. He dipped the end of tt, ov< find who did the sin todayd swear

ﬁgﬁ;g‘t?_lg]Ztheo?ﬁgcﬁgl%;ngngugeeg:#ttgog(promise)by the Lord who saves Igrael, even
' if my own son Jonathan did the sin, he must

much better. die” N fh e said d
280ne of the soldiers told Jonathan, “Youd!€: None of the people said a word.

father forced the soldiers to make a speci “°rhen Saul said to all the Israelites, “You
promise. Your father said that any man who eEStand on this side. |.and my son Jonathan will
today will be punished/So the men have notstand on the other side.” o
eaten anythingThat is why the men are weak.”  The soldiers answered, “As you wish, sir!”
29]onathan said, “My father has brought 41Then Saul prayed, “Lord, God of Israel,
lot of trouble to the land! See how muclwhy haven't you answered your servant
better | feel after just tasting a little of thistoday? If | or my son Jonathan have sinned,
honey! 30t would have been much better foLord God of Israel, give Urim. If your people
the men to eat the food that they took froijsrael have sinned, give Thummim.*
their enemies today. We could have kille syl and Jonathan were chosen, and the
many more Philistines! people went free42Saul said, “Throw them

31That day the Israelites defeated th, . oA
o again to show who is guilty—me or my son
Philistines. They fought them all the Wa) o than.” Jonathan was chosen.

from Micmash to Aijalon. So the people wer . .

very tired and hu]ngrySZThey r?adptaken 43Saul Sé},ld to Jonathan, “Tell me what you
sheep, cows, and calves from the Philistine1ave done. . .
killed the animals on the ground and ate theinoney from the end of my stick. Should I die
And the blood was still in the animals! for doing that?”

33A person said to Saul, “Look! The mer 4#4Saul said, “I made a promise and asked
are sinning against the Lord. They're eatinGod to punish me if | didn’'t keep my
meat that still has blood in it!” promise! Jonathan must die!”

Saul said, “You have sinned! Roll a larg  45But the soldiers said to Saul, “Jonathan led
stone over here. Now®#Then Saul said, “Go |srael to a great victory today. Must Jonathan
to the men and tell them each person migie? Never! We swedpromise)by the living
bring his bull and sheep to me. Then the MiGoq thatno one will hurt Jonathga-not one

hair of Jonathan's head will fall to the ground!

must kil their bulls and sheep here. Don't si
against the Lord! Don't eat meat that still heGod helped Jonathan fight against the
Philistines today!” So the people saved

blood in it.”
That night every person brought hi:
animals and killed them theréThen Saul JONanan. He was ot put o death, -
built an altar for the Lord. Saul himself bega_ *°Saul did not chase the Philistines. The
building that altar for the Lord! Philistines went back to their place.
36Saul said, “Let's go after the Philistine:

tonight. We will take everything from them!urim ... Thummim  The priest used Urim and Thummim to
We will kill them all!” learn God's answer to questions. We don’t know exactly what
' " they were, but they were used like lots—stones, sticks, or
The army answered, “Do whatever YO hones that were thrown like dice to help people make

think is best.” decisions.
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Saul Fights Israel's Enemies | won't destroy you with the Amalekites. You

47Saul took full control of Israel. Saulshowed kindness to the Israelites when they
fought all the enemies that lived around Isracame out of Egypt.” So the Kenite people left
Saul fought Moab, the Ammonites, Edom, trthe Amalekites.
king of Zobah, and the Philistines. Sat ’Saul defeated the Amalekites. He fought
defeated Israel's enemies wherever he wethem and chased them all the way from
48Saul was very brave. Saul saved Israel frcHavilah to Shur, at the border of Egypt.
all the enemies who tried to take things fro8Agag was the king of the Amalekites. Saul
the people of Israel. Saul defeated even tcaptured Agag alive. Saul let Agag live, but
Amalekites! he killed all the men in Agag's arm§$Saul

49Saul’'s sons were Jonathan, Ishvi arand the Israelite soldiers felt bad about
Malki Shua. Saul's older daughter was namidestroying everything. So they let Agag live.
Merab. Saul's younger daughter was namThey also kept the fat cows, the best sheep,
Michal. 50Saul's wife was named Ahinoamand the lambs. They kept everything that was
Ahinoam was the daughter of Ahimaaz. ~ worth keeping. They didn't want to destroy

The commander of Saul's army was namithose things. They destroyed only the things
Abner son of Ner. Ner was Saul’s unclethat were not worth keeping.
S1Saul's father Kish and Abner’s father Ne
were sons of Abiel. Samuel Tells Saul About His Sin

52Saul was brave all his life. He fought har 10Then Samuel received a message from
against the Philistines. Any time Saul saw the Lord.11The Lord said, “Saul has stopped
man who was strong or brave, he took thfollowing me. So | am sorry that | made Saul
man and put him into the group of soldieiking. He is not doing what I tell him.” Samuel
that stayed near the king and protected him. hecame angry and cried to the Lord all night.
, 12Samuel got up early the next morning and

Saul Destroys the Amalekites ___went to meet Saul. But the people told

1 One day Samuel said to Saul, “Thesamuel, “Saul went tgthe town in Judah

L \JLord sent me to anoint* you king 0ve nameq Carmel. Saul went there to set up a
his people Israel. Now listen to the Lord'sione monument to honor himself. Saul is
message?The Lord All-Powerful says: yaveling around to several places and wil
‘When the Israelites came out of Egypt, trﬁna”y go down to Gilgal.”
Amalekites tried to stop them from going t 5 Samuel went to the place where Saul

gINanaan. ][ Sﬁw what ”r‘]e ﬁmallekkitesfi‘was. Saul had just offered the first part of the
ow, go fignt against the Amalekites. YOlyyyqg e took from the Amalekites. Saul was
must completely destroy the AmaleKites ar ogering'them as a burnt offering to the Lord.*

everything that belongs to them. Don't leysgy el ywent to Saul. Saul greeted him. Saul
anything live; you must kill all the men aNleaid “ ord bless you! I obeyed the Lord's
women and all of their children and l't“‘comhwands " '

babies. You must kill all of their cows ani™"; ;0 o -
; ut Samuel said, “Then what is that sound
sheep and all of their camels and donkeys.” | hear? Why do | hear sheep and cattle?”
4Saul gathered the army together at Telail ' '

- 15Saul said, “The soldiers took them from the
There were 200,000 foot soldiers and 10,0 ; ’ ’
other men. That includes the men from Jude~malekites. The soldiers saved the best sheep

5Then Saul went to the city of Amalek an and cattle to bum as sacrifices* to the Lord your
waited in the valley6Saul said to the Kenite GO0 BUt We destroyed everything else.

people, “Go away, leave the Amalekites. The
Saul had just offered ... Lord This is from the ancient Greek
translation. It is not in the standard Hebrew text.
anoint  To pour olive oil on a person’s head to show he wesacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usually it was a special animal that
chosen by God to be a king, priest, or prophet. was killed and burned on an altar.
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16Samuel said to Saul, “Stop! Let me te the same waythe Lord has torn the kingdom
you what the Lord said to me last night.”  of Israel from you today. The Lord has given

Saul answered, “Fine, tell me what he said.'the kingdom to one of your friends. This man

17Samuel said, “In the past, you thougtis a better person than yci¥The Lord is the
you were not important. But then you becanGod of Israel. The Lord lives forever. The
the leader of the family groups of Israel. ThLord does not lie or change his mind. The
Lord chose you to be king over IsradThe Lord is not like a man who changes his
Lord sent you on a special mission. The Loimind.”
said, ‘Go and destroy all of the Amalekites 30Saul answered, “All right, | sinned! But
They are evil people. Destroy them all! Figtplease come back with me. Show me some
them until they are completely finished!respect in front of the leaders and the people
19But you didn'’t listen to the Lord! Why?of Israel. Come back with me so | may
You wanted to keep those things, so you dworship the Lord your God.31Samuel went
what the Lord said is bad!” back with Saul, and Saul worshiped the

20Saul said, “But | did obey the Lord! |Lord.
went where the Lord sent me. | destroyed ¢ 32Samuel said, “Bring Agag, the king of the
the Amalekites! | brought back only oneAmalekites, to me.”
person—their king Agag?lAnd the soldiers  Agag came to Samuel. Agag was tied with
took the best sheep and cattle to sacrifice* chains. Agag thought, “Surely he won't kil
the Lord your God at Gilgal!” me.™

22But Samuel answered, “Which please 33But Samuel said to Agag, “Your sword
the Lord more: burnt offerings and sacrificestook babies from their mothers. So now, your
or obeying the Lord’s command? It is bettemother will h_ave no children.” And Samuel
to obey God than to offer sacrifices to him. cut Agag to pieces before the Lord at Gilgal.
is better to listen to God than to offer the fc 34Then Samuel left and went to Ramah.
from rams 23Refusing to obey is as bad as thAnd Saul went up to his home in Gibeah.
sin of sorcery.* Being stubborn and doini®°After that Samuel never saw Saul again all

what you want is like the sin of worshipinchis life. Samuel was very sad for Saul. And
idols. You refused to obey the Lord’<the Lord was very sorry that he had made
command. For this reason, the Lord noSaul king of Israel.
refuses to accept you as king.”
24Then Saul said to Samuel, “I havi Samuel Goes to Bethlehem
sinned. | did not obey the Lord's command:l 6the Lord said to Samuel, “How long
and | did not do what you told me. | wa: il you feel sorry for Saul? You are
afraid of the people, and I did what they saifeeling sorry for him, even after | told you
25Now | beg you, forgive me for doing thisthat | refuse to let Saul be the king of Israel!
sin. Come back with me, so | may worshiFill your horn* with oil and go to Bethlehem.
the Lord.” | am sending you to a man named Jesse. Jess
26But Samuel said to Saul, “l won't go bacllives in Bethlehem. | have chosen one of his
with you. You refused the Lord’s commancsons to be the new king.”
and now the Lord refuses you as king of Israe  2But Samuel said, “If | go, Saul will hear
2TWhen Samuel turned to leave, Satthe news. Then he will try to kill me.”
caught Samuel's robe. The robe tor¢ The Lord said, “Go to Bethlehem. Take a
28Samuel said to Saul,You tore my robe. In young calf with you. Say, ‘I have come to

sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usually it was a special animal tha
was killed and burned on an altar. “Surely ... kill me  Or, “This treatment is worse than death.”
sorcery When a person tries to use the power of demons ahorn An animal's horn is hollow and was often used like
bad spirits to do magic. a bottle.
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make a sacrifice* to the LorcBInvite Jesseto  The Lord said to Samuel, “Get up and

the sacrifice. Then | will show you what to dcanoint* him. He is the one.”

You must anoint* the person | show you.” 13Samuel took the horn* with the oil in it,
4Samuel did what the Lord told him to dcand poured the special oil on Jesse’s youngest

Samuel went to Bethlehem. The eldgesders) son in front of his brothers. The Lord's Spirit

of Bethlehem shook with fear. They met Samicame on David with great power from that day

and asked, “Do you come in peace?” on. Then Samuel went back home to Ramah.
SSamuel answered, “Yes, | come in peace N
come to make a sacrifice* to the Lord. Prepe A Bad Spirit Bothers Saul

yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me  14The Lord’s Spirit left Saul. Then the Lord
Samuel prepared Jesse and his sons. Tlsent a bad spirit to Saul. It caused him much
Samuel invited them to come and share ttrouble.15Saul's servants said to him, “A bad
sacrifice. spirit from God is bothering youdsGive us
6When Jesse and his sons arrived, Samthe command and we will look for someone
saw Eliab. Samuel thought, “Surely this is thwho can play the harp. If the bad spirit from

man that the Lord has chosen!” ~ the Lord comes on you, this person will play
7But the Lord said to Samuel, “Eliab is talmusic for you. Then you will feel better.”

and handsome. But don’t think about thln( 17So Saul said to his servants, “Find a person

like that. God does not look at the thingwho plays music well and bring him to me.”

people see. People look only at the outside  180ne of the servants said, “There is a man
a person, but the Lord looks at his heart. Elinamed Jesse living in Bethlehem. | saw Jesse’s
is not the right man.” son. He knows how to play the harp. He is also

8Then Jesse called his second sog hrave man and fights well. He is smart and
Abinadab. Abinadab walked by Samuel. Bihandsome. And the Lord is with him.”

Lord chose.” told Jesse, “You have a son named David. He
9Then Jesse told Shammah to walk kiayes care of your sheep. Send him to me.”
Samuel. But Samuel said, *No, the Lord di- 2054 Jesse got some things as a gift for Saul.
no}é:hoose this man, either. . Jesse got a donkey, some bread and a hottle of
Jesse showed seven of his SONS \ine and 3 young goat. Jesse gave those
Samuel. But Samuel said to Jesse, “The L(things to David and sent him to Sa&iSo
halslnot chosen any of these men. David went to Saul and stood in front of him.
Then Samuel g’,sked Jesse, "Are these gqy)| oved David very much. David became
the sons you haver ‘ the helper who carried Saul's weapo##Saul
Jesse answered, "NO, | have another SOrqe 5 'message to Jesse. “Let David stay and
my youngest, but he is out taking care of tlserve me. | like him very much.”
Shg:%uel said. “Send for him. Bring hir 23Any time the bad spirit from God came
here. We will not sit down to eat ur?til he" Saul, David would take his harp and play
: it. The bad spirit would leave Saul and he

arrives.” :
12Jesse sent someone to get his youngWOlJIOI begin to feel better.
son. This son was a good-looking, red-face Goliath Challenges Israel

young man. He was very handsome. he Philistines gathered their armies

sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usually it was a special animal that together for war. They met at Socoh in
was kiled and burned on an aitar. Judah. Their camp was between Socoh and

anoint To pour olive oil on a person's head to show he waé\Z€kah, at a town called Ephes Dammim.
chosen by God to be a king, priest, or prophet.

red-faced Or “tanned” or possibly, “red-haired.” The Hebrew
word means “red” or “ruddy.” horn  An animal’s horn is hollow and often used like a bottle.
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2Saul and the Israelite soldiers alssons went with Saul to the war. The first son
gathered together. Their camp was in tfwas Eliab. The second son was Abinadab.
Valley of Elah. Saul's soldiers were lined ujAnd the third son was ShammatDavid was
and ready to fight the Philistine8The the youngest son. The three oldest sons were
Philistines were on one hill. The Israelitein Saul's army.15But David left Saul from
were on the other hill. And the valley waitime to time to take care of his father's sheep
between them. at Bethlehem.
4The Philistines had a champion fighte 16The Philistine(Goliath) came out every
named Goliath. Goliath was from Gathmorning and evening and stood before the
Goliath was over 9 feet* tall. Goliath camelsraelite army. Goliath made fun of Israel like
out of the Philistine campPHe had a bronze this for 40 days.
helmet on his head. He wore a coat of arm 17One day, Jesse said to his son David,
that was made like the scales on a fish. Tt“Take this basket* of cooked grain and these
armor was made of bronze and weighed abcten loaves of bread to your brothers in the
125 pounds.®Goliath wore bronze protectorscamp.18Also take these ten pieces of cheese
on his legs. He had a bronze javelin* tied cfor the officer who commands your brothers’
his back./The wooden part of Goliath’s speagroup of 1,000 soldiers. See how your
was as big as a weaver’s rod. The speabrothers are doing. Bring back something to
blade weighed 15 pounds.* Goliath’s helpeshow me your brothers are all righgYour
walked in front of him, carrying Goliath’s brothers are with Saul and all the Israelite
shield. soldiers in the Valley of Elah. They are there
8Each day Goliath would come out anto fight against the Philistines.”
shout a challenge to the Israelite soldiers. + 20Early in the morning, David let another
would say, “Why are all of your soldiers linecshepherd take care of the sheep. David took
up ready for battle? You are Saul's servantsthe food and left as Jesse had told him to.
am a Philistine. So choose one man and seDavid drove their wagon to the camp. The
him to fight medIf that man kills me, then hesoldiers were going out to their battle
wins and we Philistines will become you positions just as David arrived. The soldiers
slaves. But if | kill your man, then | win, ancbegan shouting their war criAThe Israelites
you will become our slaves. You will have t@nd Philistines were lined up and ready for
serve us!” battle.
10The Philistine also said, “Today | stanc 22David left the food and things with the
and make fun of the army of Israell | dare yoman who kept supplies. David ran to the place
to send me one of your men and let us fight!"where the Israelite soldiers were. David asked
11Saul and the Israelite soldiers heard ttabout his brotherg3while David was talking
things Goliath said. And they were very afraicWith his brothers, the Philistine champion
fighter came out from the Philistine army.
David Goes to the Battle Front This was Goliath, the Philistine from Gath.
12David was the son of Jesse. Jesse wGoliath shouted things against Israel as usual.

from the Ephrathah family in BethlehemDavid heard what he said. |
Judah. Jesse had eight sons. In Saul's ti 2“The Israelite soldiers saw Goliath and ran

Jesse was an old mat#Jesse’s three oldesiaway. They were all afraid of GoliatFOne
of the Israelite men said, “Did you see that
| im! i
over 9 feet Literally, “6 cubits and 1 span.” Josephus, Ihegux{{ L(;Ok aft hlm'l GO'.Iath Come.s out and
ancient Greek translation, and one of the ancient HebreWa esino Israe aga'_n and.agam- thever
scrolls from Qumran all have “4 cubits and 1 span,” or aboutKillS that guy will get rich! King Saul will

feet 9 inches. give him a lot of money. Saul will also let his
125 pounds Literally, “5,000 shekels.”
javelin A small spear.
15 pounds Literally, “600 shekels.” basket Literally, “ephah.”
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daughter marry the man who kills Goliatflike them! Goliath will die because he made
And Saul will also make that man’s famil\fun of the army of the living Go@The Lord
free in Israel.” saved me from the lion and the bear. The
26David asked the men standing near hirLord will also save me from this Philistine.”
“\What did he sayWhat is the reward for  Saul said to David, “Go and may the Lord
killing this Philistine and taking away thisbe with you.”38Saul put his own clothes on
shame from Israel? Who is this GoliatDavid. Saul put a bronze helmet on David's
anyway? He is only some foreigner.* Goliathead and armor* on David's bod§#David
is nothing but a Philistine. Why does he thirput on the sword and tried to walk around.
he can speak against the army of the liviiDavid tried to wear Saul’'s uniform, but David
God?” , _ was not used to all those heavy things.

2150 the Israelite told David about th: pavid said to Saul, “I can't fight in these
reward for kllllng Goliath.28David’s oldest thmgs I’'m not used to them.” So David took
brother Eliab heard David talking with thtthem all off.40David took his walking stick in
soldiers. Eliab became angry at David. Eliénjs hand and went to find five smooth stones
asked David, “Why did you come here? Whyom the stream. He put the five stones in his
did you leave those few sheep with in trshepherd’s bag and held his sling* in his

desert? | know why you came down herlhang  And then he went to meet the Philistine
You didn’t want to do what you were told t‘(GoIiath).

do. You just wanted to come down here -
watch the battle!” David Kills Goliath

#David said, “What did | do now? | didn't - 4y70 ppijigtine(Goliath) slowly walked

g(?DZ\r/?(Ijththr%evér?ggs!olmvt\e/ac?tr?enrly é%lkliggé;closer and closer to David. Goliath’s helper
ced th A €7 p Tﬁ .walked in front of him, carrying the shield.
asked them the same questions. They 9éy;qjiath [ooked at Davidand laughed

David the same answers as before. : ,
, - Goliath saw that David was only a handsome,
3Some men heard David talking. Thered-faced* boy*43Goliath sai%jl to David

took David to Saul and told him what Dav"“What s that stick for? Did you come fo

e . X
had said 2David said to Saul, I:)eolmechase me away like a dog?” Then Goliath

shouldn't let Goliath discourage them. | ar 4 th £his aod
your servant. | will go fight this Philistine” ~ US€d the names of his gods to say curses

33Saul answered, “You can't go out anagainst David #4Goliath said to David,
fight against this PhilistinéGoliath). Youre Come here, and Il feed your body to the
not even a soldier’* And Goliath has beePirds and wild animals”” .
fighting in wars since he was a boy.” #David said to the PhilistingGoliath),
34But David said to Saul, “I, your servani' YOU come to me using sword, spear, and

was taking care of my father's sheep. A liciavelin.* But I come to you in the name of the
and a bear came and took a Sheep from Lord A”-POWGTfUL the God of the armies of

flock. 35Each time | chased that wild animal. Israel' You have said bad things about him.

attacked it and took the sheep from its mour#éToday the Lord will let me defeat you! |
That wild animal jumped on me, but | caugtwill kill you. Today I will cut of]c your head_

it by the fur under its mouth. And | hit it ancand feed your body to the birds and wild
killed it. 36| killed a lion and a bear like thatlanimals. We will do that to all the other

And | will kill that foreigner,* Goliath, just

armor  The heavy clothes made from leather and metal that a
foreigner Literally, “uncircumcised.” This shows Goliath was a  soldier wore to protect himself.
foreigner and did not share in the agreement God made wsling A strip of leather for throwing rocks.
the people of Israel. red-faced Or, “tanned” or possibly “red-haired.” The Hebrew
You're not even a soldier Or, “You are only a boy!” The  word means “red” or “ruddy.”
Hebrew word for “boy” often means “servant” or “the helpe boy Or, “teenager” or “soldier's helper.”
that carries a soldier's weapons.” javelin A small spear.
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Philistines too! Then all the world will know 56King Saul said, “Find out who that young
there is a God in Israef7All the people man’s father is.”
gathered here will know that the Lord doe S’When David came back after killing
not need swords or spears to save people. “Goliath, Abner brought him to Saul. David
battle belongs to the Lord! And the Lord wilwas still holding the Philistine’s head.
help us defeat all of you Philistines.” 58Saul asked him, “Young man, who is
48Goliath the Philistine started to attaclyour father?”
David. Goliath slowly walked closer anc David answered, “I am the son of your
closer towards David. But David ran out tiservant Jesse, from Bethlehem.”
meet Goliath. , ,
49David took out a stone from his bag. H David and Jonathan Become Close Friends
put it in his sling* and swung the sling. Thel As soon as David finished talking with
stone flew from the sling and hit Goliath righ Saul, Jonathan developed a strong bond
between the eyes. The stone sank deep iwith David.* Jonathan loved David as much
his head, and Goliath fell to the ground—facas he loved himself.
down. 2Saul kept David with him from that day
50S0 David defeated the Philistine witton. Saul did not let David go back home to his
only a sling* and one stone! He hit th¢father.

Philistine and killed him. David didn't have ¢ 3Jonathan and David made a special
sword, 5150 he ran and stood beside thagreement because he loved him as much as

Philistine. Then David took Goliath’s ownhe loved himself4Jonathan took off the coat
sword out of its sheath* and used it to cut ohe was wearing and gave it to David. Jonathan
Goliath's head. And that is how David killecgave David his whole uniform—including his
the Philistine. sword, and his bow, and even his belt.
When the other Philistines saw their her . .

was dead, they turned and r&fThe soldiers Saul Notices David's Success

of Israel and Judah shouted and starti °Saul sent David to fight in many different
chasing the Philistines. The Israelites chasPattles. David was very successful. Then Saul
the Philistines all the way to the city limits oPUt David in charge of the soldiers. This
Gath and to the gates of Ekron. They killepleased everyone, even Saul’s officers!
many of the Philistines. Their bodies wer®David would go out to fight against the
scattered along the Shaaraim road all the wPhilistines. On the way home after the battles,
to Gath and Ekron53After chasing the WOMen In every town in Israel would come
Philistines, the Israelites came back to trout to meet David. They laughed and danced

Philistine camp and took many things frorand played drums and lutes.* They did this

that camp. right in front of Saul"The women sang,
>4David took the Philistine’s head tc  «gqy| has killed thousands of enemies.
Jerusalem, but David kept the Philistine But David has killed tens of thousands!”

weapons at home.
8The women’s song upset Saul and he

Saul Begins to Fear David became very angry. Saul thought, “The
555aul watched David go out to fighiwomen say David killed tens of thousand

Goliath. Saul spoke to Abner, the commandenemies. And they say | killed only
of the army. “Abner, who is that young man’ thousandsof enemies” 9So from that time
father?” on, Saul watched David very closely.

Abner answered, “I swear | don't know, sir.’

Jonathan ... with David Literally, "Jonathan's soul was tied to
sling A strip of leather for throwing rocks. David's soul".
sheath A case for carrying a sword. lutes A musical instrument with strings like a harp.
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Saul Is Afraid of David 22Saul gave an order to his officers. Saul
10The next day, a bad spirit from God tootold them, “Speak to David in private. Tell
control of Saul. Saul became wild* in hichim, ‘Look, the king likes you. His officers

house. David played the harp like he usualike you. You should marry his daughter.”
did. 11But Saul had a spear in his hand. Sz 23Saul’s officers said those things to David.

thought, “I'l pin David to the wall.” Saul But David answered, “Do you think it is easy
threw the spear two times. But David jumpeto become the king's son-in-lawPdon't
out of the way both times. have the money to pay for the king's
12The Lord was with David. And the Lorcdaughterfl am just a poor, ordinary guy.”
had left Saul. So Saul was afraid of Davic 24Saul’s officers told Saul what David said.
13Saul sent David away from him. Saul mac?>Saul told them, “Say this to David, ‘David,
David a commander over 1,000 soldierthe king doesn't want you to pay money for
David led the soldiers in battlé4The Lord his daughter* Saul wants to get even with his
was with David. So David was successful €nemy. So the price for marrying his daughter
everything.15Saul saw that David was venis 100 Philistine foreskins.” That was Saul's
successful. And Saul became more and m]S.ecret plan. Saul thOUght the Philistines would
afraid of David. kill David. _ ,
16But all the people of Israel and Juda_ 26Saul’s officers told those things to David.

loved David. They loved him because he l(David was happy that he had a chance to

them into battleand fought for them become the king's son-in-law, so he did
something immediatel\2’David and his men
Saul Wants His Daughter to Marry David went out to fight the Philistines. They killed

17 But Saul wanted to kill David. Saul200* Philistines. David took these Philistine

thought of a way to trick DavigSaul said to foreskins and gave them to Saul. David did
David, “Here is my oldest daughter, Merab. this because he wanted to become the king's
will let you marry her. Then you can becomson-in-law. _ _
a powerful soldier. You will be like a son tc__Saul let David marry his daughter Michal.
me! Then you will go and fight the Lord’s?8Saul saw that the Lord was with David. Saul
battles!” This was a trick. Saul was really also saw that his daughter, Michal, loved
thinking, “Now | won't have to kill David. | David.2%So Saul became even more afraid of
will let the Philistines kill him for me!” David. Saul was against David all that time.
18But David said, “I am not from an 3The Philistine commanders continued to
important family! And | am not an importan'd0 out to fight the Israelites. But every time,
man! | can’t marry the king’s daughter.” David defeated them. David was Saul's best
1950 when the time came for Saul’ officer! David became famous.

daughter Merab to marry David, Saul let h .

marry Adriel from Meholah. Jonathan Helps David _
20Saul’s other daughter Michal Iove(lgsa_uI told his son Jonathan and his

David. The people told Saul that Micha= officers to kill David. But Jonathan

loved David. This made Saul happtSaul liked David very much2-3Jonathan warned

thought, “ will use Michal to trap David. 1David. “Be careful! Saul is looking for a

will let Michal marry David. And then | will chance to kill you. In the moming, go into the

let the Philistines kill him.” So Saul said tcfield and hide. I will go out into the field with
David a second time, “You can marry m™My father. We will stand in the field where

daughter today.” you are hiding. | will talk to my father about
you. Then | will tell you what I learn.”

Saul became wild Or, “Saul prophesied.” The Hebrew word
means that the person lost control of the things he said émoney for his daughter In Bible times a man usually had to
did. Usually this meant that God was using the person to gi  give money to a woman's father before he could marry her.
a special message to other people. 200 The ancient Greek translation has “100.”
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4Jonathan talked to his father Sau 16The messengers went to David's house.
Jonathan said good things about DaviiThey went inside to get David, but they saw it
Jonathan said, “You are the king. David iwas only a statue on the bed. And they saw its
your servant. David hasn't done anythinhair was only goat's hair.
wrong to you. So don't do anything wrong t  17Saul said to Michal, “Why did you trick
him. David has always been good to yoime like this? You let my enemy escape!
SDavid risked his life when he killed theDavid has run away!”
Philistine (Goliath). The Lord won a great Michal answered Saul, “David told me he
victory for all Israel. You saw it, and youwould kill me if | didn’t help him escape!”
were happy. Why do you want to hurt David
He's innocent. There is no reason to ki ~ David Goes to the Camps at Ramah
him!” 18David escaped and ran away to Samuel at
6Saul listened to Jonathan. Saul madeRamah. David told Samuel everything that
promise. Saul said, “As surely as the LorSaul had done to him. Then David and
lives, David won't be put to death.” Samuel went to the campsvhere the
’So Jonathan called David and told hirprophets staygdDavid stayed there,
everything that was said. Then Jonathe 19Saul heard that David was there in the
brought David to Saul. So David was witlcamps near RamaSaul sent men to arrest
Saul like before. David. But when those men came to the
I o camps, there was a group of prophets
Saul Again Tries to Kill David prophesying.* Samuel was standing there
~8War started again and David went out tjeading the group. God'’s Spirit came on
f|ght the Philistines. David defeated thlsau|’s messengers and they began
Philistines, and they ran away from hi#But prophesying.
a bad spirit from the Lord came on Saul. Sa° 2153yi heard about this, so he sent other

was sitting in his house. Saul had his Spear messengers. But they also began prophesying.
his hand. David was playing the hafiSaul 5o Saul sent messengers a third time. And
tried to throw his spear into David's body aNthey also began prophesyirFinally, Saul

pin him to the wall. But David jumped out Olpimself went to Ramah. Saul came to the big
the way. The spear missed David and stuck q| by the threshing floor* at Secu. Saul

the wall. That night, David ran away. asked, “Where are Samuel and David?”
11Saul sent men to David's house. The me  The people answered, “In the camps near

watched David's house. They stayed there ipaman”
night. They were waiting to kill David in the 2355 saul went out to the camps near

morning. But David's wife Michal wamed paman God's Spirit also came on Saul, and
him. She said, "You must run away tonigf ga | hegan prophesying.* Saul continued
and save your life. If you don't, then you illy o 5hecving all the way to the camps at
be killed tomorrow.2Then Michal let David pamah245a0l even took off his clothes. Saul

down out of a window. David escaped and re|, :

. y there naked all day and all night. So even
away. 13Michal took the household god ant - -
put clothes on it. Then she put that statue Saul was prophesying there in front of

- P Samuel.
the14bed. She also put goats’ hair on its head That is why people say, “Is Saul also one of
Saul sent messengers to take Davthe prophets?”

prisoner. But Michal said, “David is sick.”
15The men went and told Saul, but he se

the messengers back to see David. Saul tiprophesying Usually, this means “speaking for God.” But here

these men “Bring David to me. Bring hin this also means that the Spirit of God took control of the

. . - P person and caused him to sing and dance.
|y|ng on his bed if you must, even if it I(lllsthreshing floor A place where grain is beaten or walked on to

him.” remove the hulls from the grain.
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David and Jonathan Make an Agreement 12Jonathan said to David, “I make this

David ran away from the camps ne&Promise before the Lord, the God of Israel. |
20Ramah. David went to Jonathan arPromise that | will learn how my father feels
my crime? Why is your father trying to killyou or not. Then, in three days, | will send a
me?’ message to you in the fieldf my father

2Jonathan answered, “That can't be tryWants to hurt you, | will let you know. | wil
My father isn't trying to kill you! My father '€t you leave in safety. May the Lord punish

doesn't do anything without first telling me. 1M€ if | don't do this. May the Lord be with
doesn't matter if it is very important or just YOU 8S he has been with my fatfiéBe kind

small thing, my father always tells me. Whteovg]f:ItS() lonsgh%?/v Iigve. 'g‘[]? ifitnear']giségﬂg’tm
would my father refuse to tell me that h' = P gy y
wants to kill you? No, it is not true!” family. The Lord will destroy all your
3But David answered. “Your father know:ENEMIES from the earti8If at that time
e ‘Jonathan’s family must be separated from
very well that | am your friend. Your fathe‘David then let it happen. May the Lord
said to himself, ‘Jonathan must not kno ’ '

about . I he knows, he wil ell David.” But ™ Tithen: Jonathan asked David fo repeat fis

as sure as you and the Lord are alive, | ¢yromise of love for him. Jonathan did this

very close to death” . because he loved David as much as he loved
4Jonathan said to David, “I will do anythin(himself.
you want me to do.” 18Jonathan said to David, “Tomorrow is the

5Then David Said, “LOOK, tomorrow is thENeW Moon Feast.* Your seat will be empty’
New Moon Feast.* | am supposed to eat Wiso my father will see that you are go##n
the king. But let me hide in the field until thithe third day, go to the same place you hid
evening Sf your father notices | am gone, telwhen this trouble began. Wait by that hill.
him, ‘David wanted to go home to Bethlehen200n the third day, | will go to that hill and act
His family is having its own feast for thisjike | am shooting at a target. | will shoot
monthly sacrifice. David asked me to let hiisome arrows21Then | will tell the boy to go
run down to Bethlehem and join his family.find the arrows. If everything is fine, then |
/If your father says, ‘Fine,’ then | am safewill tell the boy, ‘You went too far! The
But if your father becomes angry, then ycarrows are closer to me. Come back and get
will know that he wants to hurt m&lonathan, them.’ If | say that, then you can come out of
be kind to me. | am your servant. You ha\hiding. | promise, as surely as the Lord lives,
made an agreement with me before the Loyou are safe. There is no dangé@But if there
If I am guilty, then you may kill me yourselftis trouble, then | will say to the boy, ‘The
But don't take me to your father.” arrows are farther away. Go get them.” If | say

9Jonathan answered, “No, never! If | learthat, then you must leave. The Lord is sending

that my father plans to hurt you, then | wiyou away.23Remember this agreement

warn you.” between you and me. The Lord is our witness
10David said, “Who will warn me if your forever!” - .
father says bad things to you?” 24Then David hid in the field.

11Then Jonathan said, “Come, let's go o

into the field.” So Jonathan and David wel .Saul’s Attitue at the Feast .
together into the field. The time for the New Moon Feast* came,

and the king sat down to e&bThe king sat
next to the wall where he usually sat.

New Moon Feast The first day of the Jewish month. This was 3onathan sat across from Saul. Abner sat next
special day of rest and worship. The people met together a 9 '

shared in the fellowship offerings like those described i 0 Saul. But DaVid’S_ place was emp?f’That
Lev. 7:16-21. day Saul said nothing. He thought, “Maybe
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something happened to David so that he head.37The boy ran to the place where the
not clean.*” arrows fell. But Jonathan called, “The arrows
270n the next day, the second day of trare farther away!38Then Jonathan shouted,
month, David's place was empty again. The“Hurry! Go get them! Don't just stand there!”
Saul said to his son Jonathan, “Why didnThe boy picked up the arrows and brought
Jesse’s son come to the New Moon Feasthem back to his maste39The boy knew
yesterday or today?” _ nothing about what went on. Only Jonathan
28Jonathan answered, “David asked me and David knew40Jonathan gave his bow and
let him go to Bethlehen?*He said, ‘Let me arrows to the boy. Then Jonathan told the
go. Our family is having a sacrifice* inpoy, “Go back to town.”
Bethlehem. My brother ordered me to b 21The hoy left, and David came out from
there. Now if | am your friend, please let Mhe place he was hiding on the other side of
go and see my brothers.’ That is why Davithe hill. David bowed with his face to the
has not come to the king's table. ground in front of Jonathan. David bowed
Saul was very angry with Jonathan. Hihree times. Then David and Jonathan kissed
said to Jonathan, “You are the son of a slaggch other. They both cried together, but
woman who refuses to obeyAnd you are payiq cried more than Jonathan.
just like her, | know you are on David's side! "~ 4235nathan said to David, “Go in peace. We

You bring shame to yourself and {0 You,seq the Lord’s name and promised to be
mother.31As long as Jesse’s son lives, you'ands e said that the Lord will be the

never be king and have a kingdom. Novyiness hetween us and our descendants*
bring David to me! He is a dead man! forever.”

32Jonathan asked his father, “Why shoul
David be killed? What did he do wrong?” David Goes to See Ahimelech the Priest

33But Saul threw his spear at Jonathan al :
tried to kill him. So Jonathan knew that hi2 JVZ%? b%?:\lg?omtlﬁgttg\\/,vvr?[/)’aeir(\jdvjeor?tattg an

father wanted very much to kill David. ,
34Jonathan becameyangry and left the tabg]rieeé?wn named Nob* to see Ahimelech the
Jonathan was so upset and angry at his fat : ,
that Jonathan refused to eat any food on t AhAh|r|neLech w?nt_ Of“t to r_neeth_DalvldH
second day of the feast. Jonathan was an/*Nimelech was airaid for David. Ahimelech
because Saul humiliated him and becau@Sked David, "Why are you alone? Why isn't

- : anyone with you?”
Saul wanted to kil David. 3David answered Ahimelech, “The king

David and Jonathan Say Goodbye gave me a special order. He told me, ‘Don't

35The next morning Jonathan went out t/et anyone know about this mission. No
the field. He went to meet David just like the Person must know what | told you to do." |
agreed to do. Jonathan brought a little bcfold my men where to meet mé\ow, what
with him. 36Jonathan said to the boy, srunfood do you have with you? Give me five
Go find the arrows | shoot.” The boy began 1l0aves of bread or whatever you have to eat.”

run, and Jonathan shot the arrows over t °The priest said to David, “I don't have any
ordinary bread here, but I do have some of the
, ~Holy Bread.* Your officers can eat it if they
clean Or, “acceptable.” Pure or able to be used in worshipin~
God. See Lev. 11-15 for the Old Testament rules about cle
and unclean things. descendants A person’s children and their future families.
New Moon Feast The first day of the Jewish month. This was iNob A city near Ranah where many priests lived. See 1
special day of rest and worship. The people met together ¢ ~ Sam.22:19.
shared in the fellowship offerings like those described iHoly Bread This was the special bread that was put in the Holy
Lev. 7:16-21. Tent. It is also called “shewbread” or “the bread of the
sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usually it was a special animal thal ~ Presence.” Normally, only the priests should eat this bread.
was killed and burned on an altar. See Lev. 24:5-9.
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have not had sexual relations with anlsrael. He is the person the Israelites sing

women."™* about. They dance and sing this song about
6David answered the priest, “We have nhim:

been with any women. My men keep the

: : : “Saul has killed thousands of enemies.
232?502 Ogdeizxgrr)}// tllnnggs\i’\é% Sg(i Z%tdt?h?gm But David has killed tens of thousands!”

especially true today, when our work is s 13David paid close attention to what they
special.” said. David was afraid of Achish, king of
"There was no bread except the HolGath, 1450 David pretended to be crazy in
Bread.* So the priest gave David that breafront of Achish and his officers. While David
This was the bread that the priests put on lyas with them he acted like a crazy man. He
holy table before the Lord. Each day they totspat on the doors of the gate. He let spit fall
this bread away and put fresh bread in igown his beard.
place. o 15Achish said to his officers, “Look at the
80ne of Saul's officers was there that dapmani He is crazy! Why did you bring him to
He was Doeg the Edomite. Doeg was thyao16) have enough crazy men. | don't need
leader of Sauf's shepherds.” Doeg had beyq, to pring this man to my house to act crazy

kept there before the Lord.* : | Dan’ : :
9David asked Ahimelech, “Do you have m;rﬁglgscg %:'m[!),,ont let this man come into

spear or sword here? The king's business
very important. | had to leave quickly, and David Goes to Different Places
didn’t bring my sword or any other weapon.” Davi :
- u avid left Gath. David ran away to the
WThe priest answered, “The only SW°f2 ave* of Adullam. David’s br%thers
here is the sword of Goliath the Philistine. It and relatives heard that David was at

the sword you took from him when you k'”e(Adullam. They went to see David there.

him in the Valley of Elah. That sword i¢ g :
behind the ephody* wrapped in a cloth. Yo any people joined David. There were men
may take it if you want to.” who were in some kind of trouble. And there
David said, “Give it to me. There is n(Vereé men who owed a lot of money. And
sword like Goliath's sword!” there were men who were just not satisfied
' with life. All those kinds of people joined
David Runs Away to the Enemy at Gath David, and David became their leader. David
11That day David ran away from Sauln@d about 400 men with him. o
David weni to Achish kin)g/] of Gath., ‘David left Adullam and went to Mizpah in
12Achish’s officers,did not like this. They Moab. David said to the king of Moab, *Please
said, “This is David, the king of the landf let my father and mother come and stay with
you until | learn what God is going to do to
Your officers ... women This would make the men unclean ME." 450 D'G_W'd left his parents W|.th the kl[lg of
and not able to eat any food that had been made holy oab. David's parents stayed with the king of
offering it to God. See Lev. 7:21,15:1—.33. “Moab as |0ng as David was at the fort.
MyDn;32 2..3.:9T|1545.|0ns See 2 Sam. 11:11 and the rules in 5BL'J'[ the prophet Gad said to David, “Don't
Holy Bread This was the special bread that was put in the Hoigtay in the fort. Go to the land of Judah.” So

Tent. It is also called “shewbread” or “the bread of thdDavid left and went to Hereth Forest.
Presence.” Normally, only the priests should eat this bread.
See Lev. 24:5-9. Saul Destroys Ahimelech’s Family

shepherds Or, “messengers.” .
kept there before the Lord This might mean that Doeg was 6Saul heard that his people had learned

there as part of a special promise to God or some othabout David and his men. Saul was sitting

religious reason. Or it might mean he was being held the{gnder the tree on the hill at Gibeah. Saul had
because of some crime, such as accidentally killing a man.
ephod A special coat a man wore to show that he was a prie

or a priest's helper. cave Or possibly, “fortress.”
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his spear in his hand. All of his officers weron David's side also. They knew David was
standing around hintSaul said to his officers running away, but they didn't tell me!”
that were standing around him, “Listen, me But the king's officers refused to hurt the
of Benjamin! Do you think the son of Jesspriests of the Lord.
(David) will give you fields and vineyards? 18So the king gave the order to Doeg. Saul
Do you think David will promote you andsaid, “Doeg, you go kill the priests.” So Doeg
make you officers over 1,000 men anthe Edomite went and killed the priests. That
officers over 100 men®ou men are plotting day Doeg killed 85 men who were priests.*
against me! You made secret plans. Not 0 19Nob was the city of the priests. Doeg killed
of you told me about my son Jonathan. Niall the people of Nob. Doeg used his sword
one of you told me that he made an agreemiand killed men, women, children and small
with the son of Jesse! Not one of you cartbabies. And Doeg killed their cows, donkeys,
about me! Not one of you told me that my scand sheep.
Jonathan encouraged David. Jonathan told 1  20But Abiathar escaped. Abiathar was the
servant David to hide and attack me! And th.son of Ahimelech. Ahimelech was the son of
is what David is doing now!” Ahitub. Abiathar ran away and joined David.
9Doeg the Edomite was standing there wit2!Abiathar told David that Saul had killed the
Saul's officers. Doeg said, “l saw Jesse’s siLord’s priests22Then David told Abiathar, “I
(David) at Nob. David came to see Ahimelec saw Doeg the Edomite at Nob that day. And |
son of Ahitub.10Ahimelech prayed to the knew he would tell Saul! | am responsible for
Lord for David. Ahimelech also gave Davicthe death of your father's family3Stay with
food. And Ahimelech gave David the sworime. Don't be afraid. Why? Because the man
of Goliath the Philistine.” (Saul)who tried to kill you is the same man
11Then King Saul ordered some men twho wants to kill me. | will protect you if you
bring the priest to him. Saul told them tistay with me.”
bring Ahimelech son of Ahitub and all his
relatives. Ahimelech’s relatives were priesi David at Keilah
at Nob. All of them came to the kingtSaul People told David, “Look, the
said to Ahimelech, “Listen now, son 012 Philistines are fighting against the city

Ahitub.” _ of Keilah. They are robbing grain from the
Ahimelech answered, “Yes, sir.” threshing floors.*

13Saul said to Ahimelech, “Why did you" 2payid asked the Lord, “Should | go and
and Jesse’s sofDavid) make secret plansfight these Philistines?”

against me? You gave David bread and “The Lord answered David, “Yes, go attack
sword! You _prayed to God for him. And righyhe Philistines. Save Keilah.”
now, David is waiting to attack me!” 3But David's men said to him, “Look, we
L4Ahimelech answered, “David is Veryare here in Judah and we are scared. Just thini
faithful to you. Not one of your other officersgw scared we will be if we go to where the
is as faithful as David. David is your owrpyjjistine army is.”
son-in-law. And David is the captain of you  4payid again asked the Lord. And the Lord
bodyguards. Your own family respects Davi(angwered David, “Go down to Keilah. | will
LThat was not the first time | prayed to Gope|y yoy defeat the Philistines?So David
for David. Not at all. Don’t blame me or anyanq his men went to Keilah. David’s men
of my relatives. We are your servants. | knofoygnt the Philistines. David's men defeated

nothing about what is happening.” the Philistines and took their cattle. In this
16But the king said, “Ahimelech, you anc

al your relatives must die't7Then the king priests ~ Literally, “men who wore the linen ephod.”
tO!d the guards at his Sld_e’ Go and Kkill ththreshing floors l Places where grain is beaten or walked on to
priests of the Lord. Do this because they a  remove the hulls from the grain.



1 SAMUEL 23:6-29 344

way, David saved the people of Keilal 18Jonathan and David both made an

6(When Abiathar ran away to David, Abiathecagreement before the Lord. Then Jonathan

took an ephod* with him.) went home. And David stayed at Horesh.
"People told Saul that David was now

Keilah. Saul said, “God has given David t The People of Ziph Tell Saul About David

me! David has trapped himself. He wentinto  19The people from Ziph came to Saul at

town that has gates and bars to lock tlGibeah. They told Saul, “David is hiding in

gates."8Saul called all his army together foour area. He is at the fortresses* of Horesh on

battle. They prepared to go down to Keilah Hakilah Hill, south of Jeshimor2Now,

attack David and his men. _ King, come down any time you want. It is our
*David learned that Saul was making plaiqyy to give David to you.”

priest, “Bring the ephod.™ helping me.22Go and learn more about

“David prayed, “Lord God of Israel, I aVep,yiq [ eam where he is staying. And learn
heard that Saul plans to come to Keilah @who has seen David there. Saul thought
destroy the town because of méwill Saul ‘David is smart. He is trying to trick me.” ’

come to Keilah? Will the people of Keilatng- s ;
- n ind all the hiding places that David uses.
give me to Saul? Lord God of Israel, | ' Then come back to me and tell me everything.

| I”
yo%zel_rgﬁélgrfsl\?vaesrgdte‘l‘lsrga willcome»  Then I'lgo with you. If David is in the area, |
’ ' will find him. 1 will find him even if | must

12Again David asked, “Will the people of do .,
Keilah give me and my men to Saul?” look through all the families in Judah.

The Lord answered, “They wil. 24Then those people went back to Ziph.
13S0 David and his men left Keilah. Ther Saul went there later. _
were about 600 men Who Went W|th Davi( DaV|d and h|S men were In the Desert Of

David and his men kept moving from place {Maon. They were in the desert area south of
place. Saul learned that David escaped freJeshimon25Saul and his men went to look for

Keilah. So Saul did not go to that city. David. But people warned David. They told
him that Saul was looking for him. David then
Saul Chases David went down to “The Rock” in the Desert of

14David went to the desert and stayed in ttiMaon. Saul heard that David had gone to the
fortresses* there. David also went to the hDesert of Maon. So Saul went to that place to
country in the Desert of Ziph. Every day Sarfind David.
looked for David, but the Lord didn't let Sau 26Saul was on one side of the mountain.
catch him. ' David and his men were on the other side of
15David was at Horesh in the Desert (the same mountain. David was hurrying to get
Ziph. He was afraid, because Saul was comiaway from Saul. Saul and his soldiers were

to kill him. 18But Saul's son Jonathan went tgoing around the mountain to capture David
see David at Horesh. Jonathan helped Da'and his men.

to have a stronger faith in Go#lJonathan — 27Then a messenaer came to Saul. The
told David, “Don’t be afraid. My father Saueggenger said 9Come quickly! The
won't hurt you. You will become the king olppiiiines are attacking us” '

Israel. And | will be second to you. Even M 2s5, 5a| stopped chasing David and went
father knows this.” - o :
to fight the Philistines. That is why people call
this place “Slippery Rock."?%David left the

ephod A'spe’:cial coat a man wore to show that he was a prie@esert of Maon and went to the fortresses*
or a priest's helper. The priest wore an ephod when he went T

ask the Lord for advice. near En Ged.

fortress(es) A building or city with tall, strong walls for
protection. Slippery Rock  Or, “Sela Hammahlekoth.”
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David Shames Saul [ haven't done anything bad! | am not a

2 After Saul had chased the Philistinebad person!l won't hurt you.14Vho are you
way, people told Saul, “David is in thechasing? Who is the king of Israel coming to
desert area near En Gedi.” fight against? You are not chasing someone
2So Saul chose 3,000 men from all ovewho will hurt you! It is like you are chasing a
Israel. Saul took these men and began lookidead dog or a fleat>Let the Lord be the
for David and his men. They looked negjudge. Let him decide between you and me.
Wild Goat Rocks3Saul came to the sheejThe Lord will support me and show that | am
pens beside the road. There was a cave nright. The Lord will save me from you.”
there. Saul went into the cave to reliev 18David finished speaking, and Saul asked,
himself. David and his men were hiding fa‘ls that your voice, David my son?” Then
back in the cave4The men said to David, Saul began to cry. Saul cried very much.
“Today is the day the Lord talked about! Th17Saul said, “You are right, and | am wrong.
Lord told you, ‘I will give your enemy to you, You have been good to me. But | have been
then you can do anything you want with yotbad to you18You told me about the good
enemy.” things you did. The Lord brought me to you,
So David crawled closer and closer to Satbut you did not kill me19This shows | am
Then David cut off a corner of Saul's robenot your enemy.A man doesn't catch his
Saul did not see DavidLater, David felt bad enemy, and then just let him go! He doesn't
about cutting off a corner of Saul's robedo good things for his enemy. | hope the Lord
6David said to his men, “I hope the Lord stogrewards you for being good to me toda.
me from doing anything like that to myknow that you will become the new king. You
master again! Saul is the person the LoWwill rule the kingdom of IsraekINow make a
chose to be king. | should not do anythinpromise to me. Use the Lord’s name and
against Saul, because he is the Lord’s chospromise that you will not kill my
king!” 7David said these things to stop hidescendants,* even after | die. Promise me
men. David would not let his men hurt Saul. that you will not erase my name from my
Saul left the cave and went his wéavid father's family.”
came out of the cave. David shouted to Sa  22So David made a promise to Saul. David
“My lord the king!” promised that he would not kill Saul's family.
Saul looked back. David bowed with hiThen Saul went back home. David and his
face to the groundDavid said to Saul, “Why men went up to the fort.
do you listen when people say, ‘David plar .
to hurt you'?10] don’t want to hurt yoy!You David and Nabal the Fool
can see that with your own eyes! The Lord I'2 Samuel died. All the Israelites met
me have you today in the cave. But | refuse ogether and showed their sadness
to kill you. | was merciful to you. | said, ‘I about Samuel's death. They buried Samuel at
won'’t hurt my master. Saul is the Lord’<his home in Ramah. Then David moved to the
chosen king!"1Look at this piece of cloth in Desert of Paran.
my hand. | cut off the corner of your robe.  2There was a very rich man living in Maon.
could have killed you, but | didn't! Now, | He had 3,000 sheep and 1,000 goats. That mar
want you to understand this. | want you twas in Carmel taking care of some business.
know that | am not planning anything again:He went there to cut the wool from his sheep.
you! | did nothing wrong to you! But you are3This man’s name was Nabal.* He was from
hunting me and trying to kill méi2Let the Caleb's family. Nabal's wife was named
Lord be the judge! The Lord might punislAbigail. She was a wise and beautiful woman.
you for the wrong you did me. But | myselBut Nabal was a mean and cruel man.

won't fight you.13There is an old saying:
‘ . , descendant(s) A person’s children and their future families.
Bad things come from bad people. Nabal This name means “foolish.”
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4David was in the desert when he heard ttfor the sheepl’Now think about it and decide
Nabal was cutting the wool from his shee/what you can do. Nabal was foolish to say the
SDavid sent ten young men to talk to Nabethings he did! Terrible trouble is coming to
David told them, “Go to Carmel. Find Nabzour maste{Nabal)and all his family.”
and tell him ‘Hello’ for me."6David gave  18Abigail hurried and took 200 loaves of
them this message for Nabal: “I hope you aibread, two full winebags, five cooked sheep,
your family are fine. | hope that everythiniabout a bushel* of cooked grain, about
you own is fine/l heard that you are cutting2 quarts* of raisins, and 200 cakes of pressed
wool from your sheep. Your shepherds wefigs. She put them on donkey&Then
with us for a while. And we did nothingAbigalil told her servants, “Go on. I'l follow
wrong to them. We never took anything froryou.” But she did not tell her husband.
your shepherds while they were at Carm¢ 2PAbigail rode her donkey and came down
8Ask your servants and they will tell you thito the other side of the mountain. She met
is true. Please be kind to my young men. vDavid and his men coming from the other
come to you now, at this happy time. Pleadirection. _ o ,
give these young men anything you ca 24Before David met Abigai|,David was
Please do this for me, your friend* David.”  saying, ‘I protected Nabal's property in the

9David's men went to Nabal. They gavde;sert. I made sure none of_ his sh.eep were
David's message to NabafBut Nabalwas Missing. I Q|d all that for nothing! | did good
mean to them Nabal said, “Who is David?things to him, but he has been bad to A.
Who is this son of Jesse? There are malope God punishes me if | let even one man
slaves that have run away from their mast/" Nabal’s family live till tomorrow
these daysty have bread and water. And Morning.

have the meat | killed for my servants who ¢ 2Just then Abigail arrived. When Abigal
the wool from my sheep. But | won’t giveSaW David, she quickly got off her donkey.
them to men | don't even know!” She bowed down with her face to the ground

12David’s men went back and told Davi(" front of David.24Abigail lay at David's
everything that Nabal saié8Then David said €€t and said, “Sir, please let me talk to you.
to his men, “Put on your swords!” So Davil-ISt€N o what | say. Blame me for what
and his men put on their swords. About 4(1@PPenede didn't see the men you sent. Sir,

men went with David. And 200 men stayedﬁng playHanyi atttﬁntionngo thatr\l/}/or:]hl%ss Wllﬁn
with the supplies. (Nabal). He is the same as his name. His

name means ‘Foolish,” and he really is
Abigail Prevents Trouble foolish. 26The Lord has kept you from killing
innocent people. Surely as the Lord lives and
surely as you live, | hope your enemies and
all the people who want to harm you become
like Nabal.2’Now, | am bringing this gift to
you. Please give these things to your men.
28Please forgive me for doing wrong. | know
the Lord will make your family strong! The
Lord will do this because you fight his battles.
. : People will never find anything bad about you
They did not steal anything from us the who ¢ Igng as you live2dlf aypers%n chases ygu

time:! “*David’s men protected us night an iy voy “the Lord your God will save your
day! They were like a wall around us—theyice| Byt the Lord will throw away your

protected us while we were with them carir

140ne of Nabal's servants spoke to Nabal
wife Abigail. The servant said, “David sen
messengers from the desert to meet our ma:
(Nabal). But Nabal was mean to David’
messengerstSThese men were very good ti
us. We were out in the fields with the shee
David’s men were with us the whole time
And they never did anything wrong to us

about a bushel Literally, “5 seahs.”
friend Literally, “son.” 2 quarts Literally, “1 omer.”
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enemies like a stone from a sling38The ready to serve you. | am ready to wash the
Lord promised to do many good things fofeet of my master'éDavid's) servants.™

you. And the Lord will keep all his promises  42Abigail quickly got on a donkey and went

God will make you leader over IsraélAnd  with David's messengers. Abigail brought

you won't be guilty of killing innocent five maids with her. She became David's

people. You won't fall into that trap. Pleaswife.

remember me when the Lord brings yo “3David had also married Ahinoam of
success.” Jezreel. Both Ahinoam and Abigail were

32David answered Abigail, “Praise theDavid's wives.44David was also married to
Lord, the God of Israel. Praise God foSaul's daughter Michal. But Sa}ul had taken
sending you to meet m&God bless you for her away from him and had given her to a
your good judgment. You kept me fronmMan named Palti, son of Laish. Palti was from
killing innocent people todap4Surely as the the town named Gallim.
Lord the God of Israel lives, if you hadn'i , o ,
come quickly to meet me, then not one man _ David and Abishai Enter Sauf's Camp
Nabal’'s family would have lived until 2 The people of Ziph went to see Saul at
tomorrow morning.” - \UGibeah. They said to Saul, “David is
35Then David accepted Abigail’s giftslhldlng on the hill of Hakilah. This hill is
David told her, “Go home in peace. | havacross from Jeshimon.”

listened to your request, and | will do whe_ 2Saul went down to the desert of Ziph.
you asked.” Saul took the 3,000 soldiers he had chosen

from all over Israel. Saul and these men
Nabal's Death looked for David in the desert of ZipSaul

36Abigail went back to Nabal. Nabal wacSet up his camp on the hill of Hakilah. The
in the house. Nabal had been eating like S2MP Was beside the road across from

king. Nabal was drunk and feeling good. S°€1mon-

A . : David was staying in the desert. David
Abigail told Nabal nothing until the nexti, e that saul had followed him thetgo
morning.37The next morning, Nabal was

U . ; “David sent out spies.* David learned that Saul
sober. So his wife told him everything. Nab‘had come to Hakilat6Then David went to
had a heart attack and became as stiff a, place where Saul had set up his camp.
rock! 38About ten days later, the Lord causepayid saw where Saul and Abner were

Nabal to die. -
. sleeping. (Abner son of Ner was the
3%David heard that Nabal was dead. DaV‘comrEwagde(r of Saul's army.) Saul was

about me, but the Lord supported me. Thyas all around Saul.
Lord kept me from doing wrong. And the 6pavid talked to Ahimelech the Hittite and
Lord caused Nabal to die because he dapishai son of Zeruiah. (Abishai was Joab's

wrong.” ~ brother.) He asked them, “Who will go down
Then David sent a message to Abigaiinto the camp with me to Saul?”

David asked her to become his wife Abishai answered, “I'l go with you.”

40David's servants went to Carmel and said = 7Night came. David and Abishai went into

Abigail, “David sent us to get you. DavidSaul's camp. Saul was asleep in the middle of

wants you to become his wife.” the camp. His spear was stuck in the ground
41Abigail bowed her face to the ground

She said, “I am your woman servant. | alwash the feet ... servants This showed Abigail was humble
and willing to be like a servant.
spies People who secretly go to learn about the enemy’s
sling A strip of leather for throwing rocks. strengths and weaknesses.
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near his head. Abner and the other soldicbe angry at me, then let him accept an
were asleep around Sa@Abishai said to offering. But if men caused you to be angry at
David, “Today God has let you defeat youme, then let the Lord cause bad things to
enemy. Let me pin Saul to the ground with hhappen to them. Men have forced me to leave
spear. I'll only do it once!” the land the Lord gave me. Men have told me,
9But David said to Abishai, “Don't kill *,Go live with the foreignersGo and serve
Saul! Any person who hurts the Lord’s choseother gods.2ONow don’t make me die far
king must be punished®Surely as the Lord away from the Lord’s presence. The king of
lives, the Lord himself will punish Saul.Israel has come out looking for a flea. You are
Maybe Saul will die naturally or maybe Satlike a man hunting partridges in the
will be killed in battle.13But | pray that the mountains!™
Lord never lets me hurt the Lord’s chose 21Then Saul said, “I have sinned. Come
king! Now pick up the spear and water jug kback, David my son. Today you showed me
Saul's head. Then let's go.” that my life is important to you. So | will not
12S0 David took the spear and water jutry to hurt you. | have acted foolishly. | have
that were near Saul's head. Then David amade a big mistake.”
Abishai left Saul's camp. No one knew whe 22David answered, “Here is the king's
had happened! No one saw it. No one evspear. Let one of your young men come here
woke up! Saul and all of his soldiers slejand get it23The Lord pays every man for the
because the Lord had put them into a dethings he does—he rewards him if he does
sleep. right, and he punishes him if he does wrong.
. . The Lord let me defeat you today, but |
David Shames Saul Again wouldn’t hurt the Lord’s chosen king.
13David crossed over to the other side 24Today | showed you that your life is
the valley. David stood on top of the mountaimportant to me! In the same way, the Lord
across the valley from Saul's camp. David aiwill show that my life is important to him!
Saul's camp were far apaé#David shouted The Lord will save me from every trouble.”
to the army and to Abner son of Ner, “Answe¢  25Then Saul said to David, “God bless you,

me, Abner!” David my son. You will do great things and
Abner answered, “Who are you? Why aiyou will win.”
you calling the king?” David went on his way, and Saul went back

15David said, “You are a man, aren’t youhome.
And you are better than any other man S o
Israel. Is that right? Then why didn’t yol David Lives with the Philistines
guard your master, the king? An ordinary m¢ But David thought to himself, “Saul
came into your camp to kill your master, th will catch me some day. The best thing
king. 16You made a hig mistake! As sure ¢l can do is to escape to the land of the
the Lord is alive, you and your men shoulPhilistines. Then Saul will give up looking for
die. Why? Because you didn’t protect youme in Israel. That way | will escape from
master, the Lord’s chosen king. Look for thSaul.”
king's spear and the water jug that was ne 2So David and his 600 men left Israel. They

Saul's head! Where are they?” went to Achish son of Maoch. Achish was
17Saul knew David’s voice. Saul said, “l'king of Gath.3David, his men, and their
that your voice, David my son?” families lived in Gath with Achish. David had

David answered, “Yes, it is my voice, m'
master and king.28David also said, “Sir, why hunting partridges in the mountains People hunted these
are you chasing me? What wrong have birds until the birds became too tired to go on. Then they
. killed the birds. Saul was chasing David the same way. This is
done? What am | guilty of®My master and

. . also a word play. The Hebrew word for “partridge” is like the
king, listen to me! If the Lord caused you t  word for “caling’ in verse 14.
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his two wives with him. They were Ahinoanrsaid to David, “Do you understand that you
of Jezreel and Abigail of Carmel. Abigail wa:and your men must go with me to fight
the widow* of Nabal4People told Saul that against Israg?”

David had run away to Gath. So Saul stoppr  2David answered, “Certainly! Then you can
looking for him. see for yourself what | can do!”

SDavid said to Achish, “If you are pleaset Achish said, “Fine, I'll make you my
with me, then give me a place in one of trbodyguard. You will protect me forever.”
country towns. | am only your servant.
should live there, not here with you in thi: Saul and the Woman at Endor
royal city.” 3After Samuel died, all the people of Israel

6That day Achish gave David the town oshowed their sadness. Then they buried
Ziklag. And Ziklag has belonged to the king Samuel in Ramah, his home town.
of Judah ever sinc€David lived with the  Saul had removed the mediums* and

Philistines one year and four months. fortune tellers from Israel.
. _ . 4The Philistines prepared for war. They
David Fools King Achish came to Shunem and made their camp at that

8David and his men went to fight theplace. Saul gathered all the Israelites and
Amalekites and Geshurites who lived in thmade his camp at GilboaSaul saw the
area from Telem near Shur all the way tPhilistine army, and he was scared. His heart
Egypt. David's men defeated them and tocpounded with fear8Saul prayed to the Lord,
their wealth.9David defeated the people irbut the Lord did not answer him. God did not
that area. David took all their sheep, cattltalk to Saul in dreams. God did not use the
donkeys, camels and clothes and brougUrim* to give him an answer. And God did
them back to Achish. But David didn't let anynot use prophets to speak to Sdiinally,
of those people live. Saul said to his officers, “Find me a woman

10David did this many times. Each timewho is a medium.* Then | can go ask her
Achish asked David where he fought and tocwhat will happenin this wag.”
those things. David said, ‘I fought againstth  His officers answered, “There is a
southern part of Judah,” or “I fought againsmedium* at Endor.”
the southern part of Jerahmeel,” or “I fougt 8Saul put on different clothes so no one
against the southern part of the Kenizzites.'would know who he was. That night Saul and
11David never brought a man or woman alivtwo of his men went to see the woman. Saul
to Gath. David thought, If we let any person said,to the womap “I want you to bring up a
live,, that person might tellAchish, what | ghost who can tell me what will happen in the
really did!” future. You must call for the ghost of the

David did this all the time he lived in theperson | name.”
Philistine land12Achish began to trust David. 9But the woman said to Saul, “You know
Achish said to himself, “Now David's ownwhat Saul did! He has forced all of the
people hate him. The Israelites hate Davmediums* and fortune tellers to leave the
very much. Now David will serve meland of Israel. You are trying to trap me and

forever.” kill me.”
o 10Saul used the Lord’s name to make a
The Philistines Prepare for War promise to the woman. He said, “As surely as

2 Later the Philistines gathered theithe Lord lives, you will not be punished for
armies to fight against Israel. Achistdoing this.”

widow A woman whose husband has died. medium(s) A person who tries to communicate with the spirits

| fought ... Judah, Jerahmeel, Kenizzites All these places of dead people.
belonged to Israel. David made Achish think he had foug Urim  Priests used these stones to get answers from God. See
against his own people, the Israelites. Num. 27:20-22.
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11The woman asked, “Who do you want m  23But Saul refused. He said, “l won't eat.”
to bring up for you?” Saul’s officers joined the woman and
Saul answered, “Bring up Samuel.” begged him to eat. Finally, Saul listened to
12 And it happened! The woman saw them. He got up from the ground and sat on
Samuel and screamed loudly. She said to Sithe bed.24The woman had a fat calf at the
“You tricked me! You are Saul.” house. She quickly killed the calf. She took
13The king said to the woman, “Don’t besome flour and pressed it with her hands.
afraid! What do you see?” .. Then she baked some bread without yeast.
The woman said, “I see a spirit coming U25The woman put the food before Saul and his

out of the ground.*” _ officers. Saul and his officers ate. Then that
L4Saul asked, “What does he look like?”  same night they got up and left.

The woman answered, “He looks like a
old man wearing a special robe.” “David Can't Come With Us!"

Then Saul knew it was Samuel. Saul bOW'2 The Philistines gathered all their soldiers
down. His face touched the grouridSamuel at Aphek. The Israelites camped by the
said to Saul, “Why did you bother me? Whspring at JezreeRThe Philistine rulers were
did you bring me up? marching with their groups of 100 men and

Saul answered, “I am in trouble! Thij 000 men. David and his men were marching
Philistines have come to fight against me, aat the back with Achish.

God left me. God won't answer me any Mo she philistine captains asked, “What are
He won't use prophets or dreams t0 anSWihese Hebrews doing here?”

me. That's Wh}’,,' called you. | want you to te - Achish told the Philistine captains, “This is
m%""hat todo” David. David was one of Saul's officers.
_16Samuel said, “The Lord left you. NOW Ntpyid has been with me for a long time. |
Is with your neighbo(David). So why are You fo,nd nothing wrong in David since the time
bothering me27The Lord used me to tell youp . '\at Saul and came to me.”

what he would do. And now the Lord is doin 4But the Philistine captains were angry with

what he said he would do! The Lord is pullin , ..: L : -
. > =0 Achish. They said, “Send David back! David
the kingdom from your hands. And he is givin . st 90 baZk to the city you gave him. He

the kingdom to one of your neighbors. Thi = : : :
neighbor is David18You did not obey the Sv?n th%(\)/e\}/vgt;] %Sn;nrtr?ybi?]ttlgilfrhoev\;ﬁ Egrr%\geHe

Lord. You did not destroy the Amalekites an ey o
show them how angry tk)lle Lord was at ther!Vould make his king happy by killing our men.
SDavid is the same person the Israelites sing

That is why the Lord is doing this to you toda L .

19The Lord will let the Philistines defeat yor@"d dance about when they sing this song:

and the army of Israel today. And tomorrov  Saul has killed thousands of enemies.

you and your sons will be here with me!” But David has killed tens of thousands!
20Saul quickly fell to the ground and lay _ . .

there. Saul was afraid because of the thin S0 Achish called David and said, “As sure

Samuel said. Saul was also very weak beca s the Lord lives, you are loyal to me. | would

he did not eat any food all that day and nightPe pleased to have you serve in my army.
21The woman came to Saul. She saw Se:Since the day you came to me, | have found

was really scared. She said, “Look, | am yonothing wrong in you. Also, thePhilisting

servant. | have obeyed you. | risked my lifrulers think you are a good mario back in

and did what you told me to d&@Now please peace. Don’t do anything against the

listen to me. Let me give you some food. YcPhilistine rulers.”

must eat. Then you will have enough streng

to go on your way.” the Philistine rulers ... man The Philistine rulers are pleased

with David. It is the Philistine commanders of the army who
ground Or, “Sheol, the place of death.” are against him.
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8David asked, “What have | done wrong 8Then David prayed to the Lord. “Should |
Have you found anything wrong with mechase the people who took our families? Will
since the day | came to yolio!, Why won’t | catch them?”
you let me go to fight the enemies of my lor  The Lord answered, “Chase them. You will
the king?” catch them. You will save your families.”

9Achish answered, “I believe that you are . .
good man. You are like an angel from God. B David Finds an Egyptian Slave
the Philistine captains still say, ‘David cant g >--David took the 600 men with him and
with us into battle.10Early in the morning, you Went to Besor Ravine. About 200 of his men
and your men should go back to the city 1 gaStayed at this place. They stayed there
you. Don't pay attention to the bad things trPecause they were too weak and tired to
captains say about you. You are a good man. continue. So David and 400 men continued to

" hase the Amalekites.
leave as soon as the sun comes up. ¢ P aid L
1150 David and his men got up early in th David's men found an Egyptian in a field.

morning and went back to the country of thThey took the Egyptian to David. They gave

o e the Egyptian some water to drink and some
Philistines. And the Philistines went up %o0d t%ygat.lzThey gave the Egyptian a piece
Jezreel.

of fig cake and two clusters of raisins. He felt
: - better after eating. He had not had any food or
The Amal.ek'tes Altack Z”.(lag . water for three days and nights.
300”. the third day, David and his mer " 13payid asked the Egyptian, “Who is your
arrived at Ziklag. They saw that themaster? Where do you come from?”

Amalemtes. had attacked Z|k|ag The The Egyp“an answered' “l am an Egyp“an
Amalekites invaded the Negev area. The| am the slave of an Amalekite. Three days
attacked Ziklag and burned the ci8fhey ago | became sick and my master left me.
took the women in Ziklag as prisoners. The1l4we had attacked the Negev area where the
took all the people, both young and old. TheKerethites* live. We attacked the land of
did not kill any of the people. They only tootJudah, and in the Negev area where Caleb’s
them away. people live. We also burned Ziklag.”

3When David and his men came to Zikla¢ 15David asked the Egyptian, “Will you lead
they found the city burning. Their wives me to the people who took our families?”
sons, and daughters were all gone. Tt The Egyptian answered, “If you make a
Amalekites had taken themDavid and the special promise before God, then | will help
other men in his army cried loudly until theryou find them. But you must promise that you
were too weak to cry any moréThe won't kill me or give me back to my master.”
Amalekites had taken David's two wives . :
Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail, the widow’ David Defeats The Amalekites

6All the men in the army were sad anAmalekites. They were lying around on the

angry because their sons and daughters w9round, eating and drinking. They were
takge)rg as prisoners. The men we%e talkircelebrating with the many things they had

e o ; taken from the land of the Philistines and
gt;c\)/lijdt \I;g:;/ngplls):twgu\;vgg\zgopozsthsmznrgg]d; from Judahl7David attacked them and killed

: Py . them. They fought from sunrise until the
the Lord his God’David said to Abiathar the ;
oriest, “Bring the ephod.”™ evening of the next day. None of the

Amalekites escaped, except 400 young men
who jumped onto their camels and rode away.
widow A woman whose husband has died.
ephod A special coat a man wore to show that he was a prie
or a priest's helper. The priest wore an ephod when he wentKerethites  Or “people from Crete.” This is probably the
ask the Lord for advice. Philistines, but some of David's best soldiers were Kerethites.
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18David got back everything the Amalekite The Death of Saul

had taken, including his two wive¥Nothing Bﬂhe Philistines fought against Israel,
was missing. They found all the children ar nd the Israelites ran away from the
old people. They found all their sons anphijlistines. Many Israelites were killed at
daughters. And they found all their valuabiMount Gilboa.2The Philistines fought hard
things. They got back everything thagainst Saul and his sons. The Philistines
Amalekites had taken. David broughkilled Saul's sons Jonathan, Abinadab, and
everything back?0David took all the sheepMalki Shua.

and cattle. David’s men made these anim: 3The battle became worse and worse
go in front. David's men said, “They artagainst Saul. The archers* shot arrows at

David’s prize.” Saul, and Saul was hurt very badigaul said
' to the servant that carried his armor, “Take
All Men Will Share Equally your sword and kill me. Then those foreigners

21David came to the 200 men who hacan’t hurt me and make fun of me.” But
stayed at Besor Ravine. These were the mSaul's helper was scared and refused to Kkill
who were too weak and tired to follow Davichim.
These men came out to meet David and t So Saul took his own sword and killed
soldiers that went with him. The men at trhimself. 5The helper saw that Saul was dead,
Besor Ravine greeted David and his army so he used his own sword and killed himself.
they came nea22There were some bad meHe died there with SaufSo Saul, his three
who were trouble-makers in the group thisons, and the boy who carried his armor all
went with David. Those trouble-makers saiidied together that day.
“These 200 men didn’t go with us. So w o N
won't give them any of the things we took The Philistines Rejoice At Saul's Death
These men get only their own wives an ’The Israelitesthat lived on the other side
children.” of the valley saw the Israelite army running
23David answered, “No, my brothers. Don'away. They saw that Saul and his sons were
do that! Think about what the Lord gave u:dead. So those Israelites left their cities and
The Lord let us defeat the enemy that attackran away. Then the Philistines came and lived
us.24No one will listen to what you say! Thein those cities. o
share will be the same for the man who stay  8The next day, the Philistines went back to

with the supplies and for the man who we take things from the dead bodies. They found
into battle. Everyone will share alike.’Saul and his three sons dead on Mount

25David made this an order and rule for Isra¢Gilboa. 9The Philistines cut off Saul's head
This rule continues even today. and took all his armor. They carried the news
26David arrived in Ziklag. Then he sento the Philistine people and to all the temples
some of the things he tooKrom the of their idols.*10They put Saul’s'qrmor in the
Amalekitesto his friends, the leaders of Judaltemple of Ashtoreth.* The Philistines also
David said, “Here is a present for yqWe hung Saul's body on the wall of Beth Shan.*
took these things fropthe Lord's enemies.”  1!The people living in Jabesh Gilead
27David sent some of those thmgs from tl'heard about the thmgs that the Philistines

Ama|ekites to the |eaders in BetheL Ram0d|d to SaU|.1ZSO a” the SOldierS Of JabeSh
in the Negev, Jattir28Aroer, Siphmoth, Went to Beth Shan.* They marched all
Eshtemoa, 2°Racal, the cities of the

Jerahmeelites and the cities of the Kenitearchers Soldiers that used bows and arrows.

30Hormah, Bor Ashan, AthacRland Hebron. idols Statues of false gods. .

David sent some of those things to the |ead'Ashtore|3th Tkhe Caniaangvle peohple thboubght tha;]ttms falﬁe.godggss
in all the other places where David and h 0 Make people able o ave babies. She was (helr goddess

men had been. Beth Shan Or possibly, “Beth Shean.”.
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night! Then they took Saul's body off thel3Then these people took the bones of Saul
wall at Beth Shan. They also took down thand his three sons and buried them under the
bodies of Saul's sons. Then they took thotbig tree in Jabesh. Then the people of Jabest
bodies to Jabesh. There the people of Jabishowed their sadness—they did not eat for
burned the bodies of Saul and his three soiseven days.



