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2 Kings

A Message for Ahaziah 8The messengers answered Ahaziah, “This
After Ahab died, Moab broke away fronman was wearing a hairy coat* with a leather
Israel’s rule. belt around his waist.”

20ne day, Ahaziah was on the roof* of hi  Then Ahaziah said, “That was Elijah the
house in Samaria. Ahaziah fell down throug Tishbite!”
the wooden bars on top of his house. Hew .
hurt very badly. Ahaziah called messenge Fire Destroys the Men Sent From Ahaziah
and told them, “Go tqthe priests ofBaal 9 Ahaziah sent a captain and 50 men to
Zebub, the god of Ekron. Ask them if | willElijah. The captain went to Elijah. At that
get well from my injuries.” time, Elijah was sitting on top of a hill. The
3But the Lord’s angel said to Elijah thecaptain said to Elijah, “Man of God,* the king
Tishbite, “King Ahaziah has sent somsays, ‘Come down.”
messengers from Samaria. Go meet the 10Elijah answered the captain of 50, “If |
men. Say to them, ‘There is a God in Isracam a man of God,* let fire come down from
So why are you men going to ask questioheaven and destroy you and your 50 men!”
from Baal Zebub, the god of EkrodTell ~ So fire came down from heaven and
King Ahaziah these things: You sendestroyed the captain and his 50 men.
messengers to ask questions from Ba 1lAhaziah sent another captain with 50 men
Zebub, Since you did this thing, the Lordto Elijah. The captain said to Elijah, “Man of
says: You will not get up from your bed. YotGod,* the king says, ‘Come down quickly!”
will die!” Then Elijah left ,and told these  12Elijah told the captain and his 50 men, “If
words to Ahaziah's servants | am a man of God,* let fire come down from
5The messengers came back to Ahazieheaven and destroy you and your 50 men!”
Ahaziah said to the messengers, “Why d  Then God's fire came down from heaven
you come backso sooif” and destroyed the captain and his 50 men.
6The messengers said to Ahaziah, “A mé¢ 13Ahaziah sent a third captain with 50 men.
came up to meet us. He told us to go back The third captain came to Elijah. The captain
the king who sent us, and tell him what thfell down on his knees. The captain begged
Lord says. The Lord says, ‘There is a God Elijah, saying to him, “Man of God,* | ask
Israel! So why did you send messengers you, please let my life and the lives of your 50
ask questions from Baal Zebub, the god servants be valuable to yol#Fire came
Ekron? Since you did this thing, you will nodown from heaven and destroyed the first two
get up from your bed. You will die!” captains and their 50 men. But now, have
TAhaziah said to the messengers, “What dmercy and let us live!”
the man look like who met you and told yo 15The Lord's angel said to Elijah, “Go with
these things?” the captain. Don't be afraid of him.”

roof In ancient Israel, houses had flat roofs that were used liThis man ... hairy coat Or, “This man was a hairy man.”
an extra room. man of God Another name for a prophet.
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So Elijah went with the captain to see Kin  6Elijah said to Elisha, “Please stay here,
Ahaziah. because the Lord told me to go to the Jordan
16Elijah told Ahaziah, “There is a God inRiver.”
Israel. So why did you send messengers to ¢ Elisha answered, “I promise, as the Lord
questions from Baal Zebub, the god of Ekrollives and as you live, | won't leave you!” So
Since you did this thing, you will not get ufthe two men went on.

from your bed. You will die!” There were 50 men from the group of
. prophets* that followed them. Elijah and
Joram Takes Ahaziah's Place _ Elisha stopped at the Jordan River. The 50

17Ahaziah died, just like the Lord saitmen stood far away from Elijah and Elisha.
through Elijah. Ahaziah did not have a SOtsgijjah took off his coat, folded it, and hit the
So Joram became the new king after Ahaziéyater with it. The water separated to the right
Joram began to rule during the second Yeang 1o the left. Then Elijah and Elisha crossed
that Jehoram son of Jehoshaphat was the Kine river on dry ground.
Off“dah- . o 9After they crossed the river, Elijah said to

18The other things that Ahaziah did argjigha “what do you want me to do for you
written in the bookThe History of the Kings patore God takes me away from you?”

of Israel Elisha said, “I ask you for a double share of

The Lord Makes Plans to Take Elijah your splirit on '.“e-"
. 10 1
It was near the time for the Lord to tak Elijah said, “You have asked a hard

. - . thing. If you see me when | am taken from
Elijah by a whirlwind up into heaven. . : ,
EIijah]went gvith Elicha to Gilgal. you, then that will happen. But jjou don't
2Elijah said to Elisha, “Please stay herS¢ Me when | am taken from ypthen it

because the Lord told me to go to Bethel” WON'thappen.”
But Elisha said, “I promise, as the Lorc

. ; , " God Takes Elijah into Heaven
lives and as you live, | won't leave you.” S VEliah and Elish i d
the two men went down to Bethel, ljah and £lisha were walking an

3The group of prophets* at Bethel came ttalking together. Suddenly, some horses and a

Elisha and said to him, “Do you know thachariot* came and separated Elijah from
the Lord will take your, master away fronEIisha. The horses and the chariot were like

you today?” fire! Then Elijah was carried up into heaven
Elisha said, “Yes, | know it. Don't talk in @ Whirlwind.
about it.” 12Elisha saw it, and shouted, “My father!

4Elijah said to Elisha, “Please stay her¢My father! The Chariot of Israel and his horse

because the Lord told me to go to Jericho.” soldiers!*” ) o
But Elisha said, “I promise, as the Lor¢ Elisha never saw Elijah again. Elisha
lives and as you live, | won't leave you!” Scgrabbed his own clothes and tore thgm
the two men went to Jericho. show his sadnegst3Elijah’s coat had fallen
5The group of prophets* at Jericho came 1o the ground, so Elisha picked it up. Elisha
Elisha and said to him, “Do you know thahit the water and said, “Where is the Lord, the
the Lord will take your master away fronGod of Elijah?”

you today?” 14Just as Elisha hit the water, the water
Elisha answered, “Yes, | know it. Don'tseparated to the right and to the left! And
talk about it.” Elisha crossed the river.

group of prophets Literally, “sons of the prophets.” These chariot(s) A small wagon used in war.
people were prophets and people studying to becor Chariot of Israel and his horse soldiers This probably means,
prophets. “God and his heavenly army (angels).”



2 KINGS 2:15-3:8 428

The Prophets Ask for Elijah 24Elisha looked back and saw them. He

15When the group of prophets* at Jerichasked the Lord to cause bad things to happen
saw Elisha, they said, “Elijah’s spirit is novto them. Then two bears came out of the
on Elisha!” They came to meet Elisha. Theforest and attacked the boys. There were 42
bowed very low to the ground before Elish:boys ripped apart by the bears.
16They said to him, “Look, we have 50 goo 2°Elisha left Bethel and went to Mount
men. Please let them go and look for yo Carmel. And from there, Elisha went back to
master. Maybe the Lord’s Spirit has takeSamaria.
Elijah up and dropped him on some mounta

or in some valley.” Jehoram Becomes King of Israel
But Elisha answered, “No, don't send me/)Jehoram son of Ahab became king over
o look for Elijah!” Israel at Samaria. He began to rule during

17The group of prophets* begged ElishJehoshaphat's 18th year as king of Judah.
until he was embarrassed. Then Elisha saJehoram ruled 12 year8Jehoram did the
“Fine, send the meyo look for Elijah.” things that the Lord said were wrong. But

The group of prophets* sent the 50 men Jehoram was not like his father and mother,
look for Elijah. They looked three days, bthecause he removed the pillar that his father
they could not find Elijahl8So the men wenthad made for worshiping Baal3But he
to Jericho where Elisha was stayinghey continued to do the sins of Jeroboam son of
told him that they could not find Elijah. Nebat. Jeroboam caused the Israglites to sin.
Elisha said to them, “I told you not to go."  Jehoram did not stop the sins of Jeroboam.

Elisha Makes the Water Good Moab Breaks Away from Israel

19The men of the city said to Elisha, “Sir, yo  4\lesha was the king of Moab. Mesha owned
can see this city is in a nice place. But the wamany sheep. Mesha gave the wool of 100,000
is bad. That is why the land cannot grow crops|ambs and 100,000 rams* to the king of Israel.

20Elisha said, “Bring me a new bowl anisgyt when Ahab died, the king of Moab broke
put salt in it. _ . away from the rule of the king of Isragl.

The people brought the bowl to Elishé  6Then King Jehoram went out of Samaria
#Then Elisha went out to the place where tlang gathered together all the men of Israel.
water began flowingrom the ground Elisha 73ehoram senmessengeydo Jehoshaphat,
threw the salt into the water. He said, “Thiha king of Judah. Jehoram said, “The king of

Lord said, ‘I am making this water pure! Frory1oan has broken away from my rule. Will
now on this water will not cause any mor '

death or keen the [and f : ,» YOu go with me to fight against Moab?”
ealh or keep the land from growing Crops. ™ yoh yshanhat said, “Yes, | will go with you.
2ZThe water became pure. And the water W

: MR . e will join together as one army. My people
S“'.'ngOd today. It happened just like EI|shaWiII be I{ke yogr peaple. And myyhor)égs V\ﬁ”
said.

be like your horses.”

Some Boys Make Fun of Elisha

23Elisha went from that city to Bethel
Elisha was walking up the hill to the city, an
some boys were coming down out of the cit
They began making fun of Elisha. They sa
to him, “Go up, you bald headed man! Go u
you bald headed man!”

The Three Kings Ask Elisha for Advice

8Jehoshaphat asked Jehoram, “Which way
should we go?”

Jehoram answered, “We should go through
the Desert of Edom.”

Baal The Canaanite people believed that this false god brought
the rain and storms. They also thought that he made the land
group of prophets Literally, “sons of the prophets.” These  produce good crops.
people were prophets and people studying to become prophrams Male sheep.
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9S0 the king of Israel went with the king ofruin every good field with the stonghat you
Judah and the king of Edom. They travelethrow at it.”
around for seven days. There was not enou  20In the morning, at the time for the
water for the army or for their animals.morning sacrifice, water began flowing from
10Finally, the king of Israg{Jehoramsaid, “Oh, - the direction of Edom and filled the valley.
| think the Lord really brought us three kings  21The people in Moab heard that the kings
together only to let the Moabites defeatus!”  had come up to fight against them. So the
11But Jehoshaphat said, “Surely one of ttpegple in Moab gathered together all the men
Lord's prophets is here. Let's ask"the Prophold enough to wear armor.* They waited at
what the Lord says we should do. the border,ready for the battje22The people
One of the servants of the king of Israt.t \oah got up early that moming. The rising
said, "Elisha son of Shaphat is here. Elists, \yas shining on the water in the valley,
was Eljah’s servant.™ - , .and it looked like blood to the people of
12Jehoshaphat said, “The Lord’s word IMoab 23The people of Moab said, “Look at

with Elisha!” : :
: the blood! The kings must have fought against
Sothe kng of Isradehoram) Jehoshapha, each other. They must have destroyed each

and the king of Edom went down to see Elishe 0 , ke the valuable things f
1% lisha said to the king of Israglehoram) Oter- Let's go take the valuable things from
the dead bodies!”

“What do you want from me? Go to the ; .
orophets of your father and mother!” 24The Moabite people_came to the Israelite
camp. But the Israelites came out and

The king of Israel said to Elisha, “Ngye . .
have come to see ypecause the Lord calleg@ttacked the Moabite army. The Moabite

us three kings together to let the MoabiteP€ople ran away from the Israelites. The
defeat us,We need your helg Israelites followed them into Moab to fight

L4Elisha said, “I respect Jehoshaphat ttthe Moabites25The Israelites destroyed the

king of Judah and | serve the Lord All-cities. They threw their stones* at every good
Powerful. And as sure as he lives, | came hefield in Moab. They stopped up all the springs
only because of Jehoshaphat. | tell you tiof water. And they cut down all the good
truth, if Jehoshaphat was not here, | would ntrees. The Israelites fought all the way to Kir
pay any attention to you. | would ignore yoHareseth. The soldiers surrounded Kir
completely!15But now bring me a personHareseth and attacked it, too!
who plays the harp.” 26The king of Moab saw that the battle was
When the person played the harp, trtoo strong for him. So he took 700 men with
Lord’s power* came on ElishdThen Elisha swords to break througfthe army and kill
said, “This is what the Lord says: Dig holes ithe king of Edom. But they could not break
the vaIIey.lT_This is what the Lord says: Youthrough to the king of Edond7Then the king
won't see wind, you won't see rain. But theof Moab took his oldest son. This was the son
Va”ey will be filled with water. Then you andwho would become the next kmg after him.
your cows and other animals will have wattop the wall around the city, the king of Moab
to drink. 18it is easy for the Lord to do. Heyffereq his son as a bumt offering. This upset
will also let you defeat the Moabite®You 4q people of Israel very much. So the people

will attack every strong city and every gooif jgrag| Jeft the king of Moab and went back
city. You will cut down every good tree. YOL;y thair own land.

will stop up all the springs of water. You will

armor  The special clothes soldiers wore to protect themselves
Elisha was Elijah’s servant Literally, “Elisha poured water ~in war.
over Elijah’s hands.” threw their stones These were probably the stones soldiers
power Literally, “hand.” threw with slings in war.
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A Prophet's Widow Asks Elisha for Help let's make a little room on the roof* for

4A man from the group of prophe’[s* had Elisha. Let's pUt a bed in this room. L_et’s put
wife. This man died His wife cried out to @ table, a chair, and a lampstand in there.
Elisha, "My husband was like a servant tThen when he comes to our house, he can
you. Now my husband is dead! You know rhave this room for himself.

honored the Lord. But he owed money to *'One day Elisha came to the woman's

two boys and make them his slaves!” 12E|isha Sé_lid to his servant Gehazi, “Call this
%Elisha answered, “How can | help youShunammite woman. _

Tell me, what do you have in your house?” The servant called the Shunammite woman,
The woman said. “ don't have anything i|a_nd she stood in front of Elish&Elisha told

the house. | have ohly a jar of olive oil.” his servant, “Now say to this woman, ‘Look,

3Then Elisha said. “Go and borrow bow!Y°Y have done your best to take care of us.

f f ahbars. Th ‘b tWhat can we do for you? Do you want us to
fom all-your neignnors. 1ney must D& Emptgyey 14 the king for you, or to the captain of
Borrow plenty of bowls4Then go to your

the army?”
house and close the doors. Only you and yC the woman answered, “I am fine living
sons will be in the house. Then pour the (here among my own people.”

into all those bows. Fill those bowls, and pt 14gjisha saidto Gehazj “What can we do
them in a separate place.” for her?”

5So the woman left Elishawent into her  Gehazi answered, “I know! She doesn't
house, and shut the door. Only she and hhave a son, and her hushand is old.”
sons were in the house. Her sons brought = 15Then Elisha said, “Call her.”
bowls to her and she poured dibhe filled  So Gehazi called the woman. She came and
many bowls. Finally, she said to her soistood at his doorl6Elisha saidto the
“Bring me another bowl.” womar, “About this time next spring, you
But all of the bowls were full. One of thewill be hugging your own baby boy.”
sons said to the woman, “There aren’t ar  The woman said, “No sir! Man of God,*
more bowls.” At that time, the oil in the jadon'tlie to me!”
was finished! ,
7Then the woman told the man of God ~__ The Woman in Shunem Has a Son
(Elisha) what happened. Elisha told her, “G¢  1/But the woman did become pregnant. She
sell the oil and pay your debt. After you segave birth to a son that next spring, just like

the oil and pay your dehtyou and your sons Elisha said.

can live on the money that is left.” _18The boy grew. One day, the boy went out
into the fields to see his father and the men

- , - cutting the graini®The boy said to his father,

A Woman in Shunem Gives Elisha a Room *Oh, my head! My head hurts!”

_ B0ne day Elisha went to Shunem. A “1he father said to his servant, “Carry him
important woman lived in Shunem. Thiyg his mother!”

woman asked Elishgo stop angeat at her -~ 20The servant took the boy to his mother.
house. So every time Elisha went through tThe hoy sat on his mother's lap until noon.

place, he stopped there to eat. Then he died.
9The woman said to her hushand, “Look,
can see that Elisha is a holy man of God. | The Woman Goes to See Elisha

passes by our house all the tiniéPlease,  2The woman laid the boy on the bed of the
man of God*(Elisha) She shut the door to that
group of prophets Literally, “sons of the prophets.” These

people were prophets and people studying to become prophroom on the roof In ancient Israel, houses had flat roofs that
man of God Another name for a prophet. were used like an extra room.
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room and went outsid€?She called to her So Elisha got up and followed the
hushand and said, “Please send me one of Shunammite woman.
servants and a donkey. Then | will go quickl 31Gehazi arrived,at the Shunammite
to get the man of GoElisha)and come back.” woman’s housg before Elisha and the
23The woman’s husband said, “Why do yo Shunammite woman. Gehazi laid the walking
want to go to the man of Gdlisha)today? stick on the child's face. But the child did not
Itisn’t the New Moon* or Sabbath day*” = talk or show any sign that he heard anything.
She said, ;Don't worry, Everything wil Then Gehazi came back to meet Elisha. Gehazi
be all right.” told Elisha, “The child won't wake up!”

24Then she put a saddle on a donkey a

said to her servant, “Let’s go, and hurry! G ) .
g y 32Elisha went into the house. And there was

I”
e want v Mount Carmel fo gethe child, ying dead on hs betElisha went
the man of God{Elisha) into the room and shut the door. Elisha and the

The man of God*(Elisha) saw the child were alone in the room now. Then Elisha

. : d to the Lord34Elisha wentto the bed
Shunammite woman coming from far awa)Ioraye : : :
Elisha said to his servant Gehazi “Lookand lay on the child. Elisha put his mouth on

: : the child’s mouth. Elisha put his eyes on the
there’s the Shunammite womatfPlease run child's eyes. Elisha put his hands on the

now to meet her; Say to hefWhat's qung?’) child’s hands. Elisha lay there on top of the

Are you all right 7|s your husband all right? | i ynil the child’s body became warm.

the child all right _ 35Then Elisha turned away and walked
(Gehazi asked the Shunammite woman thearound the room. He went back and lay on the

th|27gBS_i tStf;]e asnﬁwered, ,tEverythlng s flnte- thchlld until the child sneezed seven times and
. ut the snunammite yvoman went up Opened his eyes.

glll to thzI tmc'smhozI GE?d;(\E“S?a)t SGhehbowed 36Elisha called Gehazi and said, “Call the
own angltouched Elisha’s feet. Gehazi cam Shunammite woman!”

near to pull the Shunammite woman awa Gehazi called the Shunammite woman,

But the man of GodElisha) said to Gehazi, and she came to Elisha. Elisha said, “Pick up

“Let her alone! She’s very upset, and the Loiyour son.”

didn't tell me about it. The Lord hid this news 37Then the Shunammite woman went into

from me.” {the room and bowed down at Elisha’s feet.
28Then the Shunammite woman said, “Si Then she picked up her son and went out.

| never asked for a son. I told you, ‘Don’ , ,

trick me'” Elisha and the Poisoned Soup
29Then Elisha said to Gehazi, “Get ready t - 3éElisha went to Gilgal again. There was a

go. Take my walking stick and ggDon’t time of hunger in the land. The group of

stop to talk to anyonelif you meet any prophets* was S|tt|rlg in front of Elisha. Elisha

person says hello to you, don't answer hirangI make some soup for the group of prophets.

Put my walking stick on the child's face.” ZOn(;m?n Wgnt Ou'tlcllm(') the f'gld .tokggthﬁr
3But the child's mother said, I promise ; e_rt ? e‘t OI_le at\t?/]l tf‘”’?f. arp]_ p|cbe tde

as the Lord lives and as you live, | won'!"Ult lom it. A€ put that fruit in his robe an

leave without vou!” brought it back. He cut up the wild fruit and

you: put it into the pot. But the group of prophets*

did not know what kind of fruit it was.
New Moon The first day of the Hebrew month. There were
special meetings on these days to worship God.
Sabbath day Saturday. A special day of rest and worship fogroup of prophets Literally, “sons of the prophets.” These
the Jews. people were prophets and people studying to become
man of God Another name for a prophet. prophets.

The Shunammite Woman'’s Son Lives Again
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40Then they poured some of the soup for tt  4Naaman went to his mastéhe king of
men to eat. But when they began to eat the solAram). Naaman toldthe king of Aram the
they shouted oufto Elishg, “Man of God*! things that the Israelite girl said.
There’s poison in the pot{The food tasted like  5Then the king of Aram said, “Go now, and
poison so they could not eat that food. | will send a letter to the king of Israel.”

41But Elisha said, "Bring some flour.” 5o Naaman went to Israghaaman took
_LThey brought flour to Ellsbgand he threw it ggme gifts with him. Naaman took 750
into the pot. Then Elisha said, “Pour the SOlpounds* of silver, 6,000 pieces of gold and
for the people so they can eat.” ten changes of clothe§Naaman took the

And there was nothing wrong with the S0P jeter from the king of Aram to the king of
Israel. The letter said: “... Now, this letter is to
show that | am sending my servant Naaman to
u. Cure his leprosy.*”

Elisha Feeds the Group of Prophets

42A man from Baal Shalishah came an 0
brought bread from the first harvest to the m Y

* (Il i "When the king of Israel had read the
of God* (Elisha) This man brought 20 loave: .
of bar|e3(/ breaé and fresh graign in his sac€tter, he tore his clotheto show he was sad

Then Elisha said, “Give this food to thi@d upset The !(ing of Israel said, “Am |
people, so that they can eat.” God? No! | don’t have the power over life

43Elisha’s servant said, “What? There aiand death. So why did the king of Aram send
100 men here. How can | give this food to ¢é@ man sick with leprosy* for me to heal?
those men?” Think about it, and you will seghat it is a
But Elisha said, “Give the food to thetrick. The king of Aram is trying to start a
people to eat. The Lord says, ‘They will edfight!”
and there will still be food left over.” 8Elisha, the man of God,* heard that the
44Then Elisha’s servant put the food iking of Israel had torn his clothe® show
front of the group of prophets.* The group cthat he was upsetSo Elisha sent this
prophets had enough to eat, and they even Imessage to the king: “Why did you tear your
food left over! This happened just like thclothes? Let Naaman come to me. Then he
Lord said. will know there is a prophet in Israell”
Naaman's Problem %S0 Naaman came with his horses and
. chariots* to Elisha’s house and stood outside
5Naaman was the captain of the army of tiine qoor10Elisha sent a messenger to Naaman.
king of Aram. Naaman was very |mportarLThe messengesaid, “Go, and wash in the

LO his ki”t%-* LNagman dwha_\s \{erly irg%rtanjordan River seven times. Then your skin wil
ccause the Lord used nim 10 1ead AraMm po pagieq, and you will be pure and clean.”

victory. Naaman was a great and powerf 1Naaman became angry and left, He said,

man, but he was also sick with leprosy.* :
2The Aramean army sent many groups | thought Elisha would at least come out and

soldiers to fight in IsraelThe soldiers took Stand in front of me and call on the name of
people to be their slave©ne time they took (e Lord his God. I thought he would wave
a little girl from the land of Israel. This littlehis hand over my body and heal the leprosy*!
girl became a servant of Naaman's wiEhis 12Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus,

girl said to Naaman'’s wife, “I wish that myare better than all the_ water in Israel' Why
master(Naaman)would meet the prophetcan’t | wash in those rivers in Damascus and
(Elisha) who lives in Samaria. That prophebecome clean?” Naaman was very angry and
could heal Naaman of his leprosy.*” turned to leave.

man of God Another name for a prophet.
king Literally, “master.” 750 pounds Or, 340kg. Literally, “10 talents (kikars).”
leprosy A very bad skin disease. chariot(s) A small wagon used in war.



433 2 KINGS 5:13-6:2

13But Naaman's servants went to him anrun after Naaman and get something from
talked to him. They said, “Father,* if thehim!” 21So Gehazi ran to Naaman.
prophet told you to do some great thing, yc Naaman saw someone running after him. He
would do it! Right?So you should obey him stepped down from the chariot* to meet
even if he tells you something easnd he Gehazi. Naaman said, “Is everything all right?”
said, ‘Wash, and you will be pure an 22Gehazi said, “Yes, everything is all right,
clean.” My master(Elisha) has sent me. He said,
14S0 Naaman did what the man of God‘Look, two young men came to me. They were
(Elisha) said. Naaman went down and dippefrom the group of prophets* in the hill country
himself in the Jordan River seven times. Arof Ephraim. Please give them 75 pounds* of
Naaman became pure and clean! Naamaisilver and two changes of clothes!”
skin became soft like the skin of a baby. 23Naaman said, “Please, take 150 pounds*”
15Naaman and all his group came back Naaman persuaded Gehgn take the silver
the man of God¥(Elisha). He stood before Naaman put 150 pounds of silver in two bags
Elisha and said, “Look, | now know there i:and took two changes of clothes. Then Naaman
no God in all the earth except in Israel! Novgave these things to two of his servants. The
please accept a gift from me!” servants carried these things for Gehazi.
16But Elisha said, “I serve the Lord. And 122When Gehazi came to the hill, he took these
promise, as the Lord lives, | will not accegthings from the servants. Gehazi sent the
any gift.” servants away, and they left. Then Gehazi hid
Naaman tried hard to make Elisha take tithose things in the house.
gift, but Elisha refusedi’Then Naaman said, 25Gehazi came in and stood before his
“If you won't accept this gift, then at least dimasterElishg. Elisha said to Gehazi, “Where
this for me. Let me have enough dirt frorhave you been Gehazi?”
Israel to fill the baskets on two of my mules. Gehazi said, “I didn’t go anywhere.”
Why? Because | will never again offer an  26Elisha said to Gehazi, “That is not true! My
burnt offering or sacrifice to any other gods. heart was with you when the mgdaaman
will offer sacrifices only to the Lordi8And | turned from his chariot* to meet you. This is
now pray the Lord will forgive me for thisnot the time to take money, clothes, olives,
thing: In the future, my mastdthe king of grapes, sheep, cows, or men and women
Aram) will go into the temple of Rimmon to servants?’Now, you and your children will
worship,that false gog The king will wantto catch Naaman'’s disease. You will have
lean on me for support, so | must bow dowleprosy* forever!”
in the temple of Rimmon. | now ask the Lont  When Gehazi left Elisha, Gehazi's skin

to forgive me when that happens.” was as white as snow! Gehazi was sick with
19Then Elisha said to Naaman, “Go itleprosy.*

peace.”
So Naaman left Elisha and went a short we Elisha and the Axhead

20But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man (2 The group of prophets* said to Elisha, “We
God,* said, “Look, my maste(Elisha) has let \Jare staying in that place over there. But it is
Naaman the Aramean go without accepting titoo small for us2Let's go to the Jordan River
gift that he brought! As the Lord lives, | will

chariot(s) A small wagon used in war.
Father Slaves often called their masters “father,” and thgroup of prophets Literally, “sons of the prophets.” These
masters often called their slaves “children.” people were prophets and people studying to become
man of God Another name for a prophet. prophets.
Let me have ... my mules Naaman probably thought that the 75 pounds Or, 34kg. Literally, “1 talent (kikar).”
ground in Israel was holy, so he wanted take some with him 150 pounds Or, 68kg. Literally, “2 talents (kikars).”
help him to worship the Lord in his own country. leprosy A very bad skin disease.
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.and cut some wogdEach of us will geta log  The servants told the king of Aram, “Elisha
and we will build us a place to live there.” s in Dothan!”

Elisha answered, “Fine, go and do it.” 14Then the king of Aram sent horses,
30ne person said, “Please go with us.”  chariots,* and a large army to Dothan. They
Elisha said, “Fine, | will go with you.” arrived at night and surrounded the city.

4So Elisha went with the group o1%Elisha’s servant got up early that morning.
prophets.* When they arrived at the Jord¢The servant went outside, and he saw an army
River, they began to cut down some treewith horses and chariots all around the city!
SBut when one man was cutting down a tre  Elisha’s servant said to Elisha, “Oh, my
the iron axhead slipped from the handle amaster, what can we do?”
fell into the water. The man shouted, “Of 16Elisha said, “Don't be afraid! The army

master! | borrowed that axe!” that fights for us is larger than the aryityat
6The man of God*(Elisha) said, “Where fights for Aram!”
did it fall?” 17Then Elisha prayed and said, “Lord, | ask

The man showed Elisha the plagenere you, open my servant's eyes so he can see.”
the axhead fell Then Elisha cut a stick anc  The Lord opened the eyes of the young
threw the stick into the water. The stick macman, and the servant saw the mountain was
the iron axhead floafElisha said, “Pick up full of horses and chariots* of fire. They were
the axhead.” Then the man reached out aall around Elisha!

took the axhead. 18These horses and chariots* of fire came
. down to Elisha. Elisha prayed to the Lord and
Aram Tries to Trap Israel said, “I pray that you will cause these people

8The king of Aram was making war againsto become blind.”
Israel. He had a council meeting with his arm  Then the Lord did what Elisha asked. The
officers. He said, “Hide in this placgnd Lord caused the Aramean army to become
attack the Israelites when they coma.by blind. 1%Elisha said to the Aramean army,

9But the man of God{Elisha) sent a “This is not the right way. This is not the right
message to the king of Israel. Elisha said, “fcity. Follow me. | will lead you to the man
careful! Don't go by that place! The Arameayou are looking for.” Then Elisha led the
soldiers are hiding there!” Aramean army to Samaria.*

10The king of Israel senh message to his 20When they arrived at Samaria,* Elisha
men at the place that the man of God'said, “Lord, open the eyes of these men so
(Elisha) warned him about. And the king othey can see.”
Israel saved quite a few men.* Then the Lord opened their eyes, and the

1IThe king of Aram was very upset abotAramean army saw they were in the city of
this. The king of Aram called his armySamaria!21The king of Israel saw the
officers and said to them, “Tell me who iAramean army. The king of Israel said to
spying for the king of Israel.” Elisha, “My father, should I kill them? Should

120ne of the officers of the king of Aran| kill them?”
said, “My lord and king, not one of us is . 22Elisha answered, “No, don'’t kill them.
spy! Elisha, the prophet from Israel, can teYou would not kill people that you captured
the king of Israejmany secret things— evenin war with your sword and with your bow
the words that you speak in your bedroom!” and arrows Give the Aramean army some

13The king of Aram said, “Find Elisha and bread and water. Let them eat and drink. Then
will send men to catch him!” let them go home to their master.”

group of prophets Literally, “sons of the prophets.” These

people were prophets and people studying to become prophchariot(s) A small wagon used in war.
man of God Another name for a prophet. Samaria This was the capital city of Israel—the enemy of
quite a few men Literally, “not one or two.” Aram.
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23The king of Israel prepared much fooiarrived, Elisha said to the elders, “Look, that
for the Aramean army. The Aramean army ason of a murderefthe king of Israeljs sending
and drank. Then the king of Israel sent trmen to cut off my head! When the messenger
Aramean army back home. The Aramecarrives, shut the door! Hold the door and don't
army went home to their master. Thlet himin! I hear the sound of his master's feet
Arameans did not send any more soldiers incoming behind him!”

the land of Israel to make raids. 33While Elisha was still talking with the
o . . elders(leaders) the messenger* came to him.
A Terrible Time of Hunger Hits Samaria This was the message: “This trouble has come

24After this happened, Ben Hadad king cfrom the Lord! Why should | wait for the
Aram gathered all his army and went tLord any longer?”
surround and attack the city Sama#aThe Elisha said, “Listen to the message from
soldiers would not let people bring food intc I the Lord! The Lord says: ‘About this time
the city, So there was a time of terribletomorrow, there will be plenty of food, and it
hunger in Samaria. It was so bad in Samawill be cheap againA person will be able to
that a donkey’s head was sold for 80 pieces buy a basket* of fine flour or two baskets* of
silver. And one pint* of dove’s dung sold foibarley for only one shekel* in the market
five pieces of silver. place by the city gates of Samaria.”

26The king of Israel was walking on the 2Then the officer that was close to the
wall around the city. A woman shouted out tking* answered the man of GodElisha)
him. The woman said, “My lord and king.The officer said, “Even if the Lord made
please help me!” windows in heaven, this could not happen!”

2TThe king of Israel said, “If the Lord does Elisha said, “You will see it with your own
not help you, how can | help yoyPhave eyes. But you will not eat any of that food.”
nothing to give to you—there is no grain _
from the threshing floor* owing, from the ~ Lepers Find the Aramean Camp Empty
winepress.”8Then the king of Israel said to 3There were four men sick with leprosy*
the woman, “What is your trouble?” near the city gate. They said to each other,

The woman answered, “This woman said t“Why are we sitting here waiting to die?
me, ‘Give me your son so that we caill him  4There is no food in the Samaria. If we go
and eat him today. Then we will eat my sorinto the city, we will die there. If we stay
tomorrow.’ 2950 we hoiled my son and atehere, we will also die. So let's go to the
him. Then the next day, | said to this womarAramean camp. If they let us live, then we
‘Give me your son so we cakill him and, eat  will live. If they kill us, then we will just die.
him.” But she has hidden her son!” 5So that evening the four lepers* went to

30When the king heard the woman’s word:the Aramean camp. They came to the edge of
he tore his clothego show he was upseds the Aramean camp. No people were there!
the king passed by on the wall, the people si6The Lord had caused the Aramean army to
the king was wearing under his clothes tthear the sound of chariots,* horses, and a
rough cloththat showed he was sad and upselarge army. So the Aramean soldiers said to

31The king said, “May God punish me ileach other, “The king of Israel has hired the
the head of Elisha son of Shaphat is still ¢
his body at the end of this day!” e

32The king sent a messenger to Elisha. ElistEéskseet(nserﬁerrgﬁys,sigleyéhl((s';'%'
was sitting in his house, and the eld@esders) shekel Or, “2/5 of an ounce.”

were Sitting with him. Before the messengethat was close to the king Literally, “on whose arm the king
leaned.”
man of God Another name for a prophet.
one pint About 0.3 I. Literally, “1/4 cab.” leprosy A very bad skin disease.
threshing floor A place where grain is beaten or walked on tilepers People sick with leprosy.
remove the hulls from the grain. chariot(s) A small wagon used in war.
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kings of the Hittites and Egyptians to com 14So the men took two chariots* with

against us!” horses. The king sent these men after the
The Arameans ran away early th¢Aramean army. The king told them, “Go and

evening. They left everything behind. Thesee what happened.”

left their tents, horses, and donkeys, and tr  15The men went after the Aramean army as

ran for their lives. far as the Jordan River. All along the road there
' were clothes and weapons. The Arameans had
The Lepers in the Enemy Camp thrown these things down when they hurried

8When these lepers* came to where tlaway. The messengers went back to Samaria
camp began, they went into one tent. They :and told the king.
and drank. Then the four lepers carried silve 16Then the people ran out to the Aramean
gold, and clothes out of the camp. They hcamp and took valuable things from there.
the silver, gold, and clothes. Then they car There was plenty of things for everygnBo
back and entered another tent. They carriit happened just like the Lord said. A person
things out from this tent. They went out ancould buy a basket* of fine flour or two
hid these things?Then these lepers said tibaskets* of barley for only one shekel.*
each other, “We are doing wrong! Today w *’The king chose his officer that was close
have good news. But we are silent. If we wet0 him to guard the gatgBut the people ran to

until the sun comes up, we will be punishe get food from the enemy camhe people
Now let's go and tell the pe0p|e who live i|knOCk9d the officer down and walked on h|m,

the king's house.” and he died. So all those things happened just
like the man of God¥Elisha) said when the
The Lepers Tell the Good News king came to Elisha’s housEElisha had said,

1030 these lepers* came and called to t A person will be able to buy a basket* of fine

gatekeepers of the city. The lepers told t|flour or two baskets* of barley for only one

But we did not hear any people. No peopSamaria.1%But that officer had answered the

were there. The horses and donkeys were <Man of God, “Even if the Lord made windows

i i - in heaven, this could not happen!” And Elisha
{;?Qp“e%p?g(jvgﬁg Al gorp Stll StandifBIt e toldthe offcer, “You will see it with
11Then the gatekeepers of the city shoutYOUr W eyes. But you will not eat any of that
out and told the people in the king's hous00d-" 2%t happened to the officer just that
12t was night, but the king got up from becV&- The people knocked him down at the

The king said to his officers, “I will tell you gate and walked on him, and he died.
what the Aramean soldiers are doing to L
They know we are hungry. They left th

camp to hide in the field. They are thinking : - o
‘When the Israelites come out of the city, w had brought back to life. Elisha said, “You

: : nand your family should move to another
\évrgltlecr:?ﬁéucrifyt’t\em alive. And then we W'”country. Why? Because the Lord has decided

130ne of the king's officers said, “Let som‘that there will be a time of hunger here. This

men take five of the horses that are still left time of hunger will be in this country for

. . , . Seven years.”
the city. The horses will soon die anyway, Ju™">q the woman did what the man of God*
like all the people of Israel that are still left il

the city.* Let's send these men to see Whsa|d. She went with her family to stay in the
happened.”

The King and the Shunammite Woman
Elisha talked to the woman whose son he

chariot(s) A small wagon used in war.
basket(s) Literally, “seah(s).”

lepers  People sick with leprosy. shekel Or, “2/5 of an ounce.”

The horses ... city The Hebrew is hard to understand here.  man of God Another name for a prophet.
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land of the Philistines for seven yeatAfter Elisha Makes a Prophecy About Hazael

the seven years were finished, the wom: 11E|isha began to stare. He stared until

came back from the land of the Philistines. | Hazae] felt embarrassed. Then the man of
The woman went to speak with the kincGod* began to cryl2Hazael said, “Sir, why

She wanted to ask him to help her get baare you crying?”

her house and land. Elisha answered, “I am crying because |
4The king was talking with Gehazi, theknow the bad things you will do to the

servant of the man of GodElisha) The king Israelites. You will burn their strong cities.

said to Gehazi, “Please tell me all the gre You will kill their young men with swords.

things Elisha has done.” You will kill their babies. You will split open
5Gehazi was telling the king about Elishtheir pregnant women.”

bringing a dead person back to life. At the ‘*Hazael said, I am not a powerful man!* |

time, the woman whose son Elisha broug can't do these great things!”

back to life went to the king. She wanted t Elisha answered, “The Lord showed me

ask him to help her get back her house a hatyou will be king over Aram.” .
land. Gehazi said, “My lord and king, this it 14Then Hazael left Elisha, and went to his

the woman! And this is the son that ElishKing-* Ben Hadagl)”said to Hazael, “What did
brought back to life!” Elisha say to you?" =

6The king asked the woman what sh _|I|-||<'_:12a§I answered, “Elisha told me that you
wanted. And the woman told him. WITLIIVE.

Then the king chose an officer to help t Hazael Murders Ben Hadad

woman. The king said, “Give to the womal 15t the next day, Hazael took a thick

all that belongs to her. And give her all th - L
harvest of her land from the day she left trglg\}gragg glgﬁeggé;%vvﬁféégg esnmrz)?h%l#é(tjhe
country until now. him,. Ben Hadad died and Hazael became the

Ben Hadad Sends Hazael to Elisha new King.

7Elisha went to Damascus. Ben Hadad kir Jehoram Begins His Rule

of Aram was sick. A person told Ben Hadat 163ehoram son of Jehoshaphat was the king
“The man of God* has come here.” of Judah. Jehoram began to rule in the fifth
8Then the King Ben Hadad said to Hazaeyear that Joram son of Ahab was king of
“Take a gift, and go to meet the man of God srael. 17Jehoram was 32 years old when he
Ask him to ask the Lord if | will get well from began to rule. He ruled eight years in
my sickness.” Jerusalemi8But Jehoram lived like the kings
9S0 Hazael went to meet Elisha. Hazaof Israel and did the things that the Lord said
brought a gift with him. He brought all kindswere wrong. Jehoram lived like the people
of good things from Damascus. It took 4from Ahab’s family. Jehoram lived like this
camels to carry everything. Hazael went thecause his wife was Ahab’s daughféBut
Elisha. Hazael said, “Your follower,* Benthe Lord would not destroy Judah because of
Hadad king of Aram, sent me to you. He asl,the promise tphis servant David. The Lord
if he will get well from his sickness.” had promised David that someone from his
10Then Elisha said to Hazael, “Go and tefamily would always be king.

Ben Hadad, You will live.”* But really the _ 2°In Jehoram's time Edom broke away
Lord told me, ‘He will die.” from Judah’s rule. The people of Edom chose

a king for themselves.

man of God Another name for a prophet.
follower Literally, “son.” |'... powerful man Literally, “Your servant is only a dog!”
You will live  Or possibly, “You will not live.” king Literally, “master.”
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21Then Jehoram and all his chariots* weithere, find Jehu son of Jehoshaphat, the son of
to Zair. The Edomite army surrounded therNimshi. Then go in and make him get up
Jehoram and his officers attacked them afrom among his brothers. Take him to an
escaped. Jehoram’s soldiers all ran away einner room.3Take the small bottle of oil and
went home22So the Edomites broke awa'pour the oil on Jehu's head. Say, ‘This is what
from the rule of Judah. And they have becthe Lord says: | have anointed* you to be the

free from the rule of Judah until today. new king over Israel.” Then open the door and
At the same time, Libnah also broke awérun away. Don't wait!”
from Judah’s rule. 4So this young man, the prophet, went to

23All the things Jehoram did are written iIRamoth Gilead 5When the young man
the book,The History of the Kings of Judah arrived, he saw the captains of the army

24Jehoramdied angd was buried with his sitting. The young man said, “Captain, | have
ancestors* in the City of David.* Jehorama message for you.”

son Ahaziah became the new king. Jehu said, “We allare herg.Which one of
. o us is the message for?”
Ahaziah Begins His Rule The young man said, Fhe message is for

25Ahaziah son of Jehoram became the kilyou, captain.”
of Judah in the 12th year that Joram son  6Jehu got up and went into the house. Then
Ahab was king of IsraekbAhaziah was 22 the young prophet poured the oil on Jehu’s
years old when he began to rule. He ruled chead. The young prophet said to Jehu, “The
year in Jerusalem. His mother's name w.Lord God of Israel says, ‘| am anointing* you
Athaliah. She was the daughter of Omri, ttto be the new king over the Lord’s people,
king of Israel.2’Ahaziah did the things thelsrael.7You must destroy the family of Ahab
Lord said were wrong. Ahaziah did many beyour king. In this way | will punish Jezebel for
things like the people from Ahab’s familythe deaths of my servants, the prophets, and
Ahaziah lived like this because his wife wethe deaths of all the Lord’s servants that were

from Ahab’s family. murdered8So all Ahab’s family will die. |
, , will not let any male child in Ahab’s family
Joram Is Hurtin the War Against Hazael live. It doesn't matter if that male child is a

28Joram was from Ahab's family. Ahaziatslave or a free person in Isral.will make

went with Joram to fight against Hazael kinAhab's family like the family of Jeroboam son
of Aram at Ramoth Gilead. The Aramearof Nebat, and like the family of Baasha son of
wounded Joram. King Joram went back ‘Ahjjah. 10The dogs will eat Jezebel in the area
Israel so he could get well from those wouncof Jezreel. Jezebel will not be buried.”
Joram went to the area of Jezreel. Ahaziah ¢ Then the young prophet opened the door
of Jehoram was the king of Judah. Ahaziiand ran away.
went to Jezreel to see Joram.

The Servants Announce Jehu as King

Elisha Tells a Prophet to Anoint Jehu 11Jehu went back to his king's officers. One
Elisha the prophet called one of the grotof the officers said to Jehu, “Is everything all
of prophets.* Elisha said to this man, “Geright? Why did this crazy man come to you?”

ready and take this small bottle of oil in you ~jehy answered the servants, “You know the
hand. Go to Ramoth GileadiVhen you arrive man and the crazy things he Saysl”

12The officers said, “No! Tell us the truth.
chariot(s) A small wagon used in war. What did he say?” Jehu told the officers the

ancestors Literally, “fathers.” This means a person’s parentsthings that the young prophet said. Jehu said,
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.

City of David A part of the city of Jerusalem.

group of prophets Literally, “sons of the prophets.” Theseanoint(ed) To pour olive oil on a person’s head to show he was
people were prophets and people studying to become proph  chosen by God to be a king, priest, or prophet.
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“He said, ‘This is what the Lord says: | hav.  So the servant got Joram’s chariot. Both
anointed you to be the new king over Israel.’ Joram king of Israel and Ahaziah king of

13Then each officer quickly took his robeJudah got their chariots* and drove out to
off and put it on the steps in front of Jehumeet Jehu. They met Jehu at the property of
Then they blew the trumpet and made ttNaboth from Jezreel.

announcement, “Jehu is king!” 22Joram saw Jehu and asked, “Do you
come in peace, Jehu?”
Jehu Goes to Jezreel Jehu answered, “There is no peace as long
1450 Jehu son of Jehoshaphat, son as your mother Jezebel does many acts of
Nimshi, made plans against Joram. prostitution and witchcraft.*”

At that time, Joram and the Israelites he 23Joram turned the horses to run away.
been trying to defend Ramoth Gilead frorJoram said to Ahaziah, “It is a trick, Ahaziah!”
Hazael king of Aram15King Joram had  24But Jehu pulled his bow with all his
fought against Hazael, king of Aram. But thstrength and shot Joram in his back.* The
Arameans wounded King Joram, and he wearrow went through Joram’s heart. Joram fell
to Jezreel to get well from those injuries.  dead in his chariot.*

So Jehu tolgthe officers “If you agregthat  25Jehu said to his chariot driver Bidkar,
| am the new king then don't let any person“Take Joram’s body up and throw it into the
escape from the city to tell the news in Jezree field of Naboth from Jezreel. Remember when

16Joram was resting in Jezreel. So Jehu gotyou and | rode together with Joram’s father
his chariot* and drove to Jezreel. Ahaziah kinAhab, the Lord said this would happen to
of Judah had also come to Jezreel to see Joraihim. 26The Lord said, ‘Yesterday | saw the

17A guard was standing on the tower ilblood of Naboth and his sons. So | will punish
Jezreel. He saw Jehu's large group cominAhab in this field.” The Lord said that. So take
He said, “I see a large group of people!”  Joram'’s body and throw it into the field, just

Joram said, “Send someone on a horse like the Lord said!”
meet them. Tell this messenger to ask if tho  2’Ahaziah king of Judah saw this, and ran
people come in peace.” away. He tried to escape through the garden

18S0 the messenger rode on a horse to mhouse, but Jehu followed him. Jehu had said,

Jehu. The messenger said, “King Joram sa“Shoot Ahaziah, too!”

‘Do you come in peace?” Ahaziah was wounded when he was in his
Jehu said, “You have nothing to do witichariot on the road to Gur near Ibleam. Ahaziah
peace! Come and follow me.” got as far as Megiddo, but he died there.

The guard told Joram, “The messenger we 28Ahaziah’s servants carried his body in the
to the group, but he has not come back yet.” chariot to Jerusalem. They buried Ahaziah in his
19Then Joram sent out a second messentomb with his ancestors* in the City of David.*

on a horse. This man came to Jehu’s gro  2°Ahaziah became king over Judah during
and said, “King Joram says, ‘Peace.*” Joram’s* eleventh year as king of Israel.

Jehu answered, “You have nothing to d .
with peace! Come and follow me.” The Terrible Death of Jezebel

20The guard told Joram, “The secon 30Jehu went to Jezreel, and Jezebel heard

messenger went to the group, but he has ithe news. She put her makeup on and fixed
come back yet. There is a man driving h her hair. Then she stood by the window and

chariot* like a mad man. He is driving like

Jehu son of Nimshi.” witchcraft - Using magic or the power of Satan to do things.
21Joram said, “Get me my chariot!™ in his back Literally, “between his arms.”
ancestors Literally, “fathers.” This means a person’s parents,
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
chariot(s) A small wagon used in war. City of David A part of the city of Jerusalem.
Peace A way of saying “hello.” Joram’s  Literally, “Joram son of Ahab.”



2 KINGS 9:31-10:13 440

looked out.3Wehu entered the city. Jezebithe people who raisgdhab’s childrensent a
said, “Hello, you Zimri*! Just like him, you message to Jehu. “We are your servants. We
killed your master!” will do anything you tell us. We will not make
32)ehu looked up at the window. He saiiany man king. Do what you think is good.”
“Who is on my side? Who?”
Two or three eunuchs* looked qfitom the ~ Leaders of Samaria Kill Ahab’s Children
window; at Jehu.33Jehu saidto them,  6Then Jehu wrote a second letter to these
“Throw Jezebel down!” leaders. Jehu said, “If you support me and
Then the eunuchs* threw Jezebel dowobey me, then cut off the heads of Ahab’s
Some of Jezebel's blood splashed on the wsons. And bring them to me at Jezreel about
and on the horses. The horses walked this time tomorrow.
Jezebel's body34Jehu went into the hous¢ Ahab had 70 sons. They were with the
and ate and drank. Then he said, “Now sleaders of the city that raised thefWhen the
about this cursed woman. Bury her, becauleaders of the city received the letter, they
she is a king’s daughter.” took the king's sons and killed all 70 of them.
35The men went to bury Jezebel. But theThen the leaders put the heads of the king's
could not find her body. They could only finisons in baskets. They sent the baskets to Jehu
her skull, her feet, and the palms of her haniat Jezreel8The messenger came to Jehu and
36So the men came back and told Jehu. Tttold him, “They have brought the heads of the
Jehu said, “The Lord told his servant Elijaking’s sons!”
the Tishbite to give this message. Elijah sai Then Jehu said, “Lay the heads in two piles
‘Dogs will eat the body of Jezebel in the areat the city gate until morning.”
of Jezreel37Jezebel's body will be like dung ®In the morning, Jehu went out and stood
on the field in the area of Jezreel. Peopbefore the people. He said to the people, “You
won't be able to recognize Jezebel's body!™ are innocent. Look, | made plans against my
, . master. | killed him. But who killed all these
Jehu Writes the Leaders of Samaria sons of Ahab? You killed therd®ou should
1 hab had 70 sons in Samaria. Jehu wrcknow that everything the Lord says will
etters and sent them to Samaria to tlhappen. And the Lord used Elijah to say these
rulers and leaders of Jezreel. He also sent things about Ahab’s family. Now the Lord
letters to the people that raised Ahab’s sgns. has done the things he said he would do.”
the letters Jehwaid,2-3As soon as you get 11So Jehu killed all the people in Ahab’s
this letter, choose the person that is the best ifamily living in Jezreel. Jehu killed all the
most worthy among your father's sons. Yoimportant men, close friends, and priests.
have chariots* and horses. And you are livirNone of Ahab’s people were left alive.
in a strong city. You also have weapons. F
the son you choose on his father’s throne. Tk Jehu Kills Ahaziah's Relatives
fight for your father’s family.” 12)ehu left Jezreel and went to Samaria. On
4But the rulers and leaders of Jezreel wethe way, Jehu stopped at a place called
very much afraid. They said, “The two kingShepherd's Campwhere the shepherds cut
(Joram and Ahaziahgould not stop Jehu. Scwool from their shegp13Jehu met with the
we can't stop him either!” relatives of Ahaziah king of Judah. Jehu said
5The man that took care of Ahab’s hous to them, “Who are you?”
the man that controlled the city, the elders, a They answered, “We are the relatives of
Ahaziah, king of Judah. We have come down
Zimri Zimri was the man that killed Elah and the family oftO visit the king’s children and the queen

Baasha in Israel many years before. Read 1 Kings 16:8-12mother’s* children.
eunuchs Men that had their sexual organs removed. Ofte
important officials of the king were eunuchs.
chariot(s) A small wagon used in war. queen mother The mother of the king.



441 2 KINGS 10:14-29

14Then Jehu saigo his mer “Take them worshipers came into the temple* of Baal.
alive!” The temple was filled with people.

Jehu’s men captured Ahaziah's relative 22Jehu said to the man that kept the robes,
alive. There were 42 people. Jehu killed the“Bring out the robes for all the worshipers of
at the well negir Beth Eked. Jehu did not |ea'Baa|." So that man brought out the robes for
any person alive. the Baal worshipers.

23Then Jehu and Jehonadab son of Recab
Jefu Meets Jehonadab went into the temple* of Baal. Jehu said to the

LAfter Jehu left there, he met Jehonadéyorshipers of Baal, “Look around and be sure
son of Recab. Jehonadab was on his way that there are no servants of the Lord with
meet Jehu. Jehu greeted Jehonadab and 14, ‘B syre there are only people that
to him, *Are you a faithful friend to me, as I, rship Baal24The worshipers of Baal went
arr3 to you? . . .into the temple of Baal to offer sacrifices and

ehonadab answered, “Yes, | am a fa|th1‘burnt offerings

friend to you.” . .
Jehu said, “If you are, then give me you But outside, Jehu had 80 men waiting. Jehu

hand.” told them, “Don’t let any of the people

Then Jehu reached out and pulle®Scape. If any man lets one person escape
Jehonadab up into the chariot.* then that man must pay with his own life.

16Jehu said, “Come with me. You can se 22Quickly after Jehu had finished offering
how strong my feelings are for the Lord.”  the burnt offering, he said to the guards and to
So Jehonadab rode in Jehu’s chariotthe captains, “Go in and kill the worshipers of
17)ehu came to Samaria and killed all AhabBaal! Don't let any person come out of the
family that were still alive in Samaria. Jehitemple alive!”
killed them all. Jehu did the things that th  So the captains used thin swords and killed

Lord had told Elijah. the worshipers of Baal. The guards and the
' captains threw the bodies of the worshipers of
Jehu Calls the Worshipers of Baal Baal out. Then the guards and the captains

18Then Jehu gathered all the peoplwent to the inner room* of the temple* of
together. Jehu said to them, “Ahab serveBaal. 26They brought out the memorial
Baal a little. But Jehu will serve Baal muchstones* that were in the temple of Baal and
Now call together all the priests anthyrned the temple2’Then they smashed the
prophets of Baal. And call together all th memorial stones of Baal. They also smashed
people that worship Baal. Don't let an\e temple of Baal. They made the temple of
person miss this meeting. | have a gré gaa| intg a restroom. People still use that
sacrifice to give to Baal. | will kill any persorp'ace as a toilet.
thaBtu(ioJeeShnutv(\:/gsnfritz(?(itr?éstﬂqeerﬁ“gg!hu wanted . 250 Jehu destroyed Baal worship in Israel.
. : =29 '
destroy the worshipers of BaghJehu said, But Jehu did not completely turn away from
the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat that causec

“Prepare a holy meeting for Baal.” And the : :
priests announced the meetiRgThen Jehu Israel to sin. Jehu did not destroy the golden

sent a message through all the land of Israc@lves in Bethel and in Dan.
All the worshipers of Baal came. There we
not a person that stayed home. The Batemple Here this means the building where people went to
worship Baal.
inner room  Literally, “The city of the temple of Baal.”
Are you a faithful friend ... you Literally, “Is your heart true memorial stones Stones that were set up to help people
to me? My heart is true to your heart.” remember something special. In ancient Israel, people often
chariot(s) A small wagon used in war. set up stones as special places to worship false gods.
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Jehu's Rule Over Israel 3Then Joash and Jehosheba hid in the

30The Lord said to Jehu, “You have donLord’s temple.* Joash hid there for six years.

good. You destroyed Ahab's family the way I the seventh year, Jehoiadhe high
wanted you to. So your descendants* will ru priest sent and got the captains of the Carites
Israel for four generations.” and guards.* Jehoiada brought them together

ive i ' ! *Then Jehoiada made an
31But Jehu was not careful to live in the fa " 1€ LOrd's temple _
of the Lord with all his heart. Jehu did ncagreement with them. In the temple Jehoiada

: . forced them to make a promise. Then he
stop doing the sins of Jeroboam that causgpowed the king's sofdoash)to them
Israel to sin. '

SThen Jehoiada gave them a command. He

said, “This is the thing you must do. One-
Hazael Defeats Israel third of you must come in at the start of each

32At that time, the Lord began to cut pariSabbath day. You men will protect the king at
from Israel. Hazael king of Aram defeated trhis housesAnother third of you will be at the
Israelites on every border of IsradfHazael Sur Gate. And another third will be at the gate
won the land east of the Jordan River—all ttbehind the guard. This way you will be like a
land of Gilead, including the land thawall protecting JoashAt the end of each
belonged to the family groups of GacSabbath day, two-thirds of you will guard the
Reuben, and Manasseh. Hazael won all tLord’s temple and protect King Joagi.ou
land from Aroer by the Arnon Valley tomust stay with King Joash any time he goes

Gilead and Bashan. any place. The whole group must surround
the king. Each guard must have his weapon in
The Death of Jehu his hand. And you must kill any person that

34All the other great things that Jehu did a COMeS too close to you”

T : : 9The captains obeyed all the things that
written in the booKThe History of the Kings of , . : ,
lsrael. 35Jehu died and was buried with hiJehmada the priest commanded. Each captain

. ; took his men. One group was to guard the
ancestors.* The people buried Jehu ying on Saturday. And the other groups were
Samaria. Jehu’s son Jehoahaz became the g guard the king during the rest of the week.

king of Israel after him3®Jehu ruled over AJl'those men went to Jehoiada the priest.

Israel in Samaria for 28 years. 10And the priest gave spears and shields to
the captains. These were the spears and
Athaliah Kills the King's Sons in Judah shields David put in the Lord’s temple.*

Athaliah was Ahaziah’s mother. ShiliThese guards stood with their weapons in

1 aw that her son was dead, so she gottheir hands from the right corner of the
and killed all the king’s family. temple to the left corner of the temple. They
2Jehosheba was King Joram’s daughter gStood around the altar* and the temple and
Ahaziah’s sister. Joash was one of the kin(around the king when he went to the temple.
sons. Jehosheba took Joash while the OﬂlzThese men brought out Joash. They put the

children were being killed. Jehosheba hid 30O O1 Joash and gave him the agreement
She put Joash and his nurse in her bedroom'temple A special building for worshiping God. God
\]ehO_Sheba and the nurse hid .JoaSh fre commanded the Jews to worship him at the temple in
Athaliah. That way Joash was not killed. Jerusalem.
Carites Or, “Kerethites,” special soldiers hired to serve
the king.
descendants A person’s children and all of their future families. guards Literally, “runners” or “messengers.”

ancestors Literally, “fathers.” This means a person’s parent:altar(s) A stone table used for burning sacrifices offered as gifts
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.  to God.
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between the king and God.* Then theKing Joash sat on the thror?All the people
anointed* him and made him the new kincwere happy. The city was peaceful. And
They clapped their hands and shouted, “LorQueen Athaliah was killed with a sword near
live the king!” the king’s house.

13Queen Athaliah heard the noise from tr 21Joash was seven years old when he
guards and the people. So she went to thecame the king.
people at the Lord’s templ@4Athaliah saw
the king by the column where the king usuall Joash Begins His Rule

stood. She also saw the leaders and m oash began to rule during Jehu's
playing the trumpets for the king. She Sa'lzgeventh year as king of Israel. Joash
that all the people were very happy. She hezpyled 40 years in Jerusalem. Joash’s mother
the trumpets, and she tore her clotteshow \yas named Zzibiah of Beershelfdoash did
she was upset Then Athaliah shouted, the things that the Lord said were right. Joash
Treason! Treason” obeyed the Lord all his life. He did the things
t2Jehoiada the priest gave a command 10l jehoiada the priest taught hi#But he

captains that were in charge of the soldiel g not destro - *
: " : . y the high places.* The people
Jehoiada told them, “Take Athaliah outside (i made sacrifices and burned incense at

the temple area. Kill any of her followers. Bu ;
don’t kill them in the Lord’s temple.” those places of worship.
16S0 the soldiers grabbed Athaliah. The
killed her as soon as she went through tl
horse’s entrance to the palace.
17Then Jehoiada made the agreeme

Joash Orders the Temple Repaired

4-5Joash said to the priests, “There is much
money in the Lord’s temple. People have

between the Lord and the king and the peopl31Ven things to the temple. People have paid
This agreement showed that the king and /€ temple tax when they were counted. And

eople belonged to the Lord. Jehoiada alsP€0PIe have given money simply because
%ad% the agrgement between the king and 1hey wanted to. You priests should take that
people; This agreement showed what the kinmoney and repair the Lord's temple. Each
would do for the people. And it showed thaPriest should use the money he gets from the
the people would obey and follow the king. PeOPle he serves. He should use that money tc
16Then all the people went to the temple ("epair the damages to the Lord's temple.
the false gogBaal. The people destroyed th: 6But the priests did not do the repaiis.
statue of Baal, and they destroyed his altarthe 23rd year that Joash was king, the priests
They broke them into many, many pieceStill, had not repaired the templéSo king
The people also killed Baal's priest, MattarJoash called for Jehoiada the priest and the
in front of the altars. ,other, priests. Joash said to Jehoiada and the
So Jehoiadathe priest put men in chargeother priests, “Why haven't you repaired the
of maintaining the Lord's templé%The priest temple? Stop taking money from the people
led all the people. They went from the Lord'you serve. Stop using that money. That
temple to the king's house. The king's specimoney must be used to repair the temple.”
guards and the captains went with the kin  &The priests agreed to stop taking money
And all the other people followed them. Thefrom the people. But they also decided not to
went to the entrance to the king’s house. Thirepair the templédSo Jehoiada the priest took
a box and made a hole in the top of it. Then
agreement between the king and God This was probably the Jeh0|ade_1 put the box on the south side of the
promise the king made to serve God. See verse 17 a@dtar. This box was by the door where people

1Sam. 10:25. came into the Lord's temple. Some of the
anoint(ed) To pour olive oil on a person’s head to show he we -
chosen by God to be a king, priest, or prophet.
altar(s) A stone table used for burning sacrifices offered as githigh places Places for worshiping God or false gods. These
to God. places were often on the hills and mountains.
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priests guarded the doorway* of the templsent all those expensive things to Hazael king
Those priests took the money people hiof Aram.
given to the Lord, and they put that mone
into that box. The Death of Joash

10Then the people began putting mone 1°All the great things that Joash did are
into that box when they went to the templewritten in the bookThe History of the Kings
Whenever the king's secretary and the hi(of Judah . o
priest saw there was a lot of money in the bc_ 2%Joash’s officers made plans against him.
they came and took the money from the bc They killed Joash at the house of Millo on the
They put the money in bags and counted road that goes down to SilleJozabad son of
11Then they paid the workers that worked Shimeath and Jehozabad son of Shomer were

the Lord's temple. They paid the carpenteJ0as's officers. Those men killed Joash.
and other builders that worked on the Lord. _ The People buried Joash with his ancestors*

temple.12They used that money to pay th't? the C'ttﬁ/ of Dall’.'d-* ?toashh s son Amaziah

stoneworkers and stonecutters. And they ysP€¢ame e NEW King after him.

that money to buy timber, cut stone, ar

everything else to repair the Lord’s temple. ]
13-19People gave money for the Lord’:13

temple. But the priests could not use th 93rd

money to make silver cups, snuffers,* basir

trumpets, or any gold and silver dishes. Th™" 236403147 did those things the Lord said
monkey was used t?] pay the workers. And the e e \yrong. Jehoahaz followed the sins of
workers repaired the Lord's templeNo one jerohoam son of Nebat that caused Israel to
counted all the money or forced the workers ¢in Jehoahaz did not stop doing those things.
tell what happened to the money. WhysThen the Lord was angry against Israel. The
Because those workers could be trusted! | ord gave Israel into the power of Hazael
16People gave money at the times theking of Aram and Hazael’s son Ben Hadad.
offered guilt offerings and sin offerings. Bu
that money was not used to pay the worke The Lord Has Mercy on the People of Israel

Jehoahaz Begins His Rule

ehoahaz son of Jehu became king over
Israel in Samaria. This was during the
year that Joash son of Ahaziah was king
in Judah. Jehoahaz ruled 17 years.

That money belonged to the priests. 4Then Jehoahaz begged the Lord to help
them. And the Lord listened to him. The Lord
Joash Saves Jerusalem from Hazael had seen the troubles of Israel and how the

1"Hazael was the king of Aram. Hazatking of Aram troubled the Israelites.
went to fight against the city of Gath. Haza 5So the Lord sent a man to save Israel. The
defeated Gath. Then he made plans to go filsraelites were free from the Arameans. So
against Jerusalem. the Israelites went to their own homes, like
18Jehoshaphat, Jehoram, and Ahaziah frthey did before.
been kings of Judah. They were Joash’ 6But the Israelites still did not stop doing
ancestors.* They had given many things to tithe sins of the family of Jeroboam that caused
Lord. Those things were kept in the templ Israell to sin. The Israelites continued doing
Joash also had given many things to the Lothe sins of Jeroboam. They also kept the

Joash took all those and all the gold that wAsherah poles* in Samaria. ,
in the temple and in his house. Then Joa 'The king of Aram defeated Jehoahaz's
army. The king of Aram destroyed most of the

_ men in the army. He left only 50 horse

doorway Literally, “threshold.”

snuffers  They were like small cups used to put out lamps.

Joash Or, “Jehoash,” the long form of the name “Joash.” City of David A part of the city of Jerusalem.

ancestors Literally, “fathers.” This means a person’s parent:Asherah poles These poles were used to honor the female god

grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.  Asherah that the Canaanite people worshiped.
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soldiers, 10 chariots,* and 10,000 foot soldierwindow.” Jehoash opened the window. Then

Jehoahaz’s soldiers were like chaff* blowiElisha said, “Shoot.”

away by the wind at the time of threshing.*  Jehoash shot. Then Elisha said, “That is the
8All the great things that Jehoahaz did a&| ord's arrow of victory! The arrow of victory

written in the bookThe History of the Kings oyer Aram! You will defeat the Arameans at
of Israel 9Jehoahazdied, and was buried Aphek. And you will destroy them.”

with his ancestors.* The people burie’ g, - .
Jehoahaz in Samaria. Jehoahaz's son Jehc, - Flisha said, "Take the arrows.” Jehoash
took the arrows. Then Elisha said to the king

h ki him. :
became the new king after him of Israel, “Hit on the ground.”

Jehoash’s Rule Over Israel Jehoash hit the ground three times. Then he

10Jehoash son of Jehoahaz became kistopped.19The man of God*(Elisha) was
over Israel in Samaria. This was during thangry at Jehoash. Elisha said, “You should
37th year that Joash was king of Judahave hit five or six times! Then you would
Jehoash ruled Israel for 16 yeatslehoash have defeated Aram until you destroyed it! But

king of Israel did the things the Lord sainow, you will defeat Aram only three times!”
were wrong. He did not stop doing the sins «

Jeroboam son of Nebat that caused Israel  An Amazing Thing at Elisha’s Grave

sin. Jehoash continued to do those siasll 20Elisha died, and the people buried him.

the greta,tAthmgshtkLat Je?%asdh ﬂ'd and ht{S Wi One time in the spring, a group of Moabite
against Amaziah king of Judah are written i_ .
the bookThe History of the Kings of Israel tsr?ldler_s cam(;ltso Isralqrrh?%/ came tg take
13Jehoashdied and was buried with his "1ngs N Wal, <°50ME ISTAEIIES WETE burying
ancestors.* Jeroboaghecame the new king@ déad man, and they saw that group of
buried at Samaria with the kings of Israel. ~ man into Elisha’s gravgand ran away As
soon as the dead man touched the bones o
Jehoash Visits Elisha Elisha, the dead man came back to life and
14Elisha became sick. Later, Elisha diestood up on his feet!
from this sickness. Jehoash, king of Israe
went to visit Elisha. Jehoash cried for Elish: Jehoash Wins Back Cities of Israel
Jehoash said, “My father, my father! Is it im 22Dyring all the days that Jehoahaz ruled,
for the chariot of Israel and ts horses™” Hazael king of Aram caused trouble to Israel.
Elisha said to Jehoash, “Take a bow arasg;t the |ord was kind to the Israelites. The

some arrows.” .
Lord had mercy and turned to the Israelites.
Jehoash took a bow and some arrowWhy? Because of his Agreement with

. . . : h
ygjhreﬁaﬁgsgﬁ t%%ldbg\)/v?r’] 3 ekrllggsﬁ ésur? ﬁ:s %Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The Lord would not

on the bow. Then Elisha put his hands on t/destroy the Israelites or throw them away yet.
king's hands17Elisha said, “Open the eas 2¢Hazael king of Aram died, and Ben
Hadad became the new king after him.
chariot(s) A small wagon used n wa. 2§LBefpre he died,Hazael had taken, some
chaff The seed coverings and stems separated from the seedSBIES IN war from Jehoahaz, Jehoash’s father.
plants like wheat or barley. Farmers saved the seeds but let Bejt now Jehoash took back these cities from

wind blow the useless chaff away. )
threshing Beating or walking on grain to remove the hulls fromHazael s son Ben Hadad. Jehoash defeatec

the grain. Ben Hadad three times and took back the
ancestors Literally, “fathers.” This means a person’s parentscities of Israel.

grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
Is it time ... horses This means, “Is it time for God to come

and take you?” See 1 Kings 2:12. man of God Another name for a prophet.
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Amaziah Begins His Rule in Judah Edom. But you have become proud because

l4ﬁmaziah son of Joash king of Judaof your victory over Edom. But stay at home
ecame king in the second year thand brag! Don’'t make trouble for yourself. If

Joash son of Jehoahaz was king of Israyou do this, you will fall, and Judah will fall
2Amaziah was 25 years old when he beganwith you!”
rule. Amaziah ruled 29 years in Jerusaler 11Byt Amaziah would not listen to Jehoash’s
Amaziah's mother was Jehoaddin frotwaming. So Jehoash king of Israel went to
Jerusalem?Amaziah did the things the Lorcfignt against Amaziah king of Judah at Beth
said were right. But he did not follow Gotghemesh in Judah#israel defeated Judah.
completely like David his ancestor.* Amaz'a‘Every man of Judah ran homtAt Beth
did all the things that Joash his father ht -
The people still sacrificed and burneson of Ahaziah. Jehoash took Amaziah to

incense* in those places of worship.
5At the time tﬁat Amaziah h%d stronJerusalem. Jehoash broke down the wall of

control of the kingdom, he killed the officerJerusalem from the Gate of Ephraim to the
that had killed his fathefBut he did not kill comer gate, about 600 fee#Then Jehoash
the children of the murderers because of ttook all the gold and silver and all the dishes in
rules written in the booRhe Law of Moses the Lord’s temple and in the treasures of the
The Lord gave this commanth the Law of king's house. Jehoash also took people to be
Moses. “Parents must not be put to death fihis prisoners. Then he went back to Samaria.
something their children did. And childrer 15A]| the great things that Jehoash did,
must not be put to death for something théincluding how he fought against Amaziah
parents did. A person should be put to de¢ing of Judah, are written in the bodie
on;y for a bad thing that he himself did."™  \yistory of the Kings of IsragteJehoashdied
00 TS 1 s e i i s oz
called it “Joktheel.” That place is still calle(\l'vas buried in §amar|a with the kings of
“Joktheel” today. srael. Jehoash's son Jeroboam became the
new king after him.

Amaziah Wants War Against Jehoash The Death of Amaziah
8Amaziah sent messengers to Jehoash sol e cath o mazia ,
Jehoahaz, son of Jehu king of Israel. Amazial 1"Amaziah son of Joash king of Judah lived

message said, “Come on, let's meet togett15 years after the death of Jehoash son of
face to facgand fight” Jehoahaz king of IsragiéAll the great things

9Jehoash king of Israel sent an answer that Amaziah did are written in the bodke

Amaziah king of Judah. Jehoash said, “TtHistory of the Kings of Judali®The people
thorn bush in Lebanon sent a message to made a plan against Amaziah in Jerusalem.
cedar tree in Lebanon. It said, ‘Give yoLAmaziah ran away to Lachish. But the people
daughter for my son to marry.” But a wilcsent men after Amaziah to Lachish. And those

animal from Lebanon passed by and walkiyen killed Amaziah in LachisR9The people
on the thorn bushioTrue, you have defeatecbrought Amaziah's body back on horses.
Amaziah was buried at Jerusalem with his

ancestor(s) Literally, “father(s).” This means a person’s parentsgncestors* in the City of David.*
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.

high places Places for worshiping God or false gods. Thes

places were often on the hills and mountains. Jehoash ... Judah Literally, “He and Amaziah king of Judah
incense A kind of spice that smells good when it is burned.  looked at each other in the face at Beth Shemesh in Judah.”
was burned as a gift to God. about 600 feet Literally, “400 cubits.”

Parents ... did See Deut. 24:16. City of David A part of the city of Jerusalem.
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Azariah Begins His Rule Over Judah destroy the high places.* People still made
21Then all the people of Judah madsacrifices and burned incense* in these places
Azariah the new king. Azariah was 16 yeaiof worship.
old. 22So King Amaziah died and was burier  5The Lord caused King Azariah to become
with his ancestors.* Then Azariah built Elatlsick with leprosy.* He was a leper until the

again and got it back for Judah. day he died. Azariah lived in a separate
o house. Jotham, the king'’s son, took care of the
Jeroboam Il Begins His Rule Over Israel king’s house and judged the people.

23Jeroboam son of Jehoash king of Isra  6A|| the great things that Azariah did are
began to rule in Samaria during the 15th Yeyyitten in the bookThe History of the Kings of
that Amaziah son of Joash was king of Jude 3,4an 7Azariah died angwas buried with his
Jeroboam ruled 41 yeaeroboam did the 5ncestors* in the City of David.* Azariah's
things the Lord said were wrong. Jeroboa g, joam hecame the new king after him.
did not stop doing the sins of Jeroboam son
Nebat that caused Israel to stdJeroboam Zechariah's Short Rule Over Israel
took back Israel’s land which ran from thi .
Lebo Hamath to the Arabah Sea.* Thi 8Zechariah son of Jeroboam ruled over

- Samaria in Israel for six months. This was
happened like the Lord of Israel had told h <. . :
seR?ant Jonah son of Amittai, the proph¢during the 38th year that Azariah was king of

the Israelites had many troubles, slaves aWere wrong. He did the same things his
free men. No person was left that could he@ncestors* did. He did not stop doing the sins of
Israel. 27The Lord did not say that he woulcJeroboam son of Nebat that caused Israel to sin.
take away the name of Israel from the worli  19Shallum son of Jabesh made plans
So the Lord used Jeroboam son of Jehoastagainst Zechariah. Shallum killed Zechariah
save the people of Israel. in Ibleam. Shallum became the new king after
28A\l| the great things that Jeroboam did arhim. 1All the other things that Zechariah did

written in the bookThe History of the Kings are written in the booRhe History of the

of Israel This includes the story abou'Kings of Israel12n this way the Lord’s word

Jeroboam winning back Damascus arcame true. The Lord had told Jehu that four

Hamath for Israel(These cities had belonge(generations of his descendants* would be
to Judah.)?Jeroboamdied andwas buried kings of Israel.

with his ancestors*, the kings of Israel
Jeroboam’s son Zechariah became the n Shallum’s Short Rule Over Israel

king after him. 13Shallum son of Jabesh became kjnf
Israe| during the 39th year that Uzziah was

Azariah’s Rule Over Judah : :
e He e king of Judah. Shallum ruled for one month in

Azariah son of Amaziah king of Judat ,
1 ecame king in the 27th year o>amana

Jeroboam king of IsraePAzariah was 16 _ --Menahem son of Gadi came up from
years old when he began to rule. He ruled (Tirzah to Samaria. Menahem killed Shallum

years in Jerusalem. Azariah’s mother weSOn Of Jabesh. Then Menahem became the

named Jecoliah of JerusaletAzariah did the New king after him.
things that the Lord said were right, just lik
his father Amaziah. Azariah followed all thehigh places Places for worshiping God or false gods. These
things his father Amaziah didBut he did not _places were often on the hils and mountains. . -
incense A kind of spice that smells good when it is burned. It
was burned as a gift to God.
ancestors Literally, “fathers.” This means a person’s parentsleprosy A very bad skin disease.
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from. City of David A part of the city of Jerusalem.
Arabah Sea The Dead Sea. descendants A person’s children and all of their future families.
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15All the things Shallum did, including hisking’s palace.* Pekah had 50 men from
plans against Zechariah, are written in ttGilead with him when he killed Pekahiah.
book The History of the Kings of Israel Then Pekah became the new king after him.
26All the great things Pekahiah did are
Menahem's Rule Over Israel written in the bookThe History of the Kings

16 After Shallum died, Menahem defeatedf Israel
Tiphsah and the area around it. The peoj ,
refused to openthe city gate for him. So Pekah's Rule Over Israel
Menahem defeated them and ripped open  27Pekah son of Remaliah began to rule over
the pregnant women in that city. Israel in Samaria during the 52nd year that
17Menahem son of Gadi became king ov/Azariah was king of Judah. Pekah ruled 20
Israel during the 39th year that Azariah w:years.28Pekah did the things that the Lord
king of Judah. Menahem ruled ten years said were wrong. Pekah did not stop doing the
Samaria.l8Menahem did the things the LorSins of Jeroboam son of Nebat that caused
said were wrong. Menahem did not stop doiilsrael to sin.

the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat that caus 2°Tiglath Pileser king of Assyria came to
Israel to sin. fight against Israel. This was during the time

Israel. Menahem gave Pul 75,000 pounds* Captured ljon, Abel Bethmaacah, Janoah,

Menahem and make Menahem’s kingdo /€2 of Naphtali. Tiglath Pileser took the
stronger.20Menahem raised the money pPeople from these places as prisoners to

making all the rich and powerful men pa”SSyria

30Hoshea son of Elah made plans against
taxes. Menahem taxed each man 20 ounc , .
of silver. Then Menahem gave the money Pekah son of Remaliah. Hoshea killed Pekah.

: : - . Then Hoshea became the new king after
the king of Assyria. So the king of ASSy”‘Pekah. This was during the 20th year that

left, and did not stay there in Israel. . .
21|l the great things that Menahem did ar‘]ogl',zﬂ] t?10en ;:elifztlr?itwgss iﬁ']r;% clgé]kugt?r(]ji d are

Ygrrgt;nzizrllﬂtgﬁa%%dnﬁgdHﬁ;(z{g }JhuiieKén\?v?ﬂ?fV\;riltten iln the bookThe History of the Kings
' of Israe

his ancestors.* Menahem’s son Pekabhi:

became the new king after him. Jotham Rules Over Judah

32Jotham son of Uzziah became king of
Judah. This was during the second year that
Pekah son of Remaliah was king of Israel.
33Jotham was 25 years old when he became
king. Jotham ruled 16 years in Jerusalem.
Jotham’s mother was named Jerusha, the
daughter of Zadol@4Jotham did the things the
Lord said were right, just like his father Uzziah.
3But he did not destroy the high places.* The
people still made sacrifices and burned incense*
at those places of worship. Jotham built the

Pekahiah’s Rule Over Israel

23Ppekahiah son of Menahem became Kkil
over Israel in Samaria during the 50th ye
that Azariah was king of Judah. Pekahie
ruled two years?4Pekahiah did the things tha
the Lord said were wrong. Pekahiah did n
stop doing the sins of Jeroboam son of Net
that caused Israel to sin.

25The commander of Pekahiah’s army wi
Pekah son of Remaliah. Pekah kille
Pekahiah. He killed him in Samaria at th

palace A large house for the king and his family.
75,000 pounds Or, 34,000kg. Literally, “1,000 talents.” high places Places for worshiping God or false gods. These
20 ounces Or, 575g. Literally, “50 shekels.” places were often on the hills and mountains.
ancestors Literally, “fathers.” This means a person's parentsincense A kind of spice that smells good when it is burned. It
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.  was burned as a gift to God.
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upper gate of the Lord's temple3®All the of Israel. They have come to fight mé&haz
great things that Jotham did are written in ttalso took the silver and gold that was in the
book The History of the Kings of Judah temple* of the Lord and in the treasuries of the

37At that time, the Lord sent Rezin king oking’s house. Then Ahaz sent a gift to the king
Aram and Pekah son of Remaliah to figtof Assyria.9The king of Assyria listened to
against Judah. Ahaz. The king of Assyria went to fight

38Jotham,died angd was buried with his against Damascus. The king captured that city
ancestors.* Jotham was buried in the City @nd took the people from Damascus as
David* his ancestor.* Jotham’s son Aha;prisoners to Kir. He also killed Rezin.

became the new kmg after him. 10King Ahaz went to Damascus to meet
Tiglath Pileser king of Assyria. Ahaz saw the
Ahaz Becomes King Over Judah altar* at Damascus. King Ahaz sent a model

and pattern of this altar to Uriah the priest.
11Then Uriah the priest built an altar just like
the model King Ahaz had sent him from
Damascus. Uriah the priest built the altar this
way before King Ahaz came back from

1 Ahaz son of Jotham became king ¢
Judah during the 17th year that Peke
son of Remaliah was king of Israghhaz was
20 years old when he became king. Ahaz rul
16 years in Jerusalem. Ahaz was not like o<

ancestor* David—Ahaz did not do the thing ™ 1ayhen the king arrived from Damascus

the Lord said were rightAhaz lived like the g o5y the aItar.*?—le offered sacrifices on the
kings of Israel. He even sacrificed his 0N aitar 130n the altar, Ahaz bumed his burnt
fire.* He copied the terrible sins of the nationgiterings and grain offerings. He poured his

that the Lord forced to leave the country at thgrink offering and sprinkled the blood of his
time the Israelites caméihaz made sacrifices fe||qwship offerings on this altar.

and burned incense* at the high places* and  14ahaz took the bronze altar that was

the hills and under every green tree. before the Lord from the front of the temple.*
SRezin, king of Aram, and Pekah son CThis bronze altar was between Ahaz's altar*
Remaliah, king of Israel, came to fight againand the temple of the Lord. Ahaz put the
Jerusalem. Rezin and Pekah surrounded Ahpronze altar on the north side of his own altar,
but could not defeat hinfAt that time, Rezin 15Ahaz gave a command to Uriah the priest.
king of Aram took back Elath for Aram.He said, “Use the large altar to burn the
Rezin took all the people of Judah that we morning burnt offerings, the evening grain
living in Elath. The Arameans settled in Elatt offerings, and the drink offerings from all the
and they still live there today. people of this country. Sprinkle all the blood
"Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath Piles¢from the burnt offering and other sacrifices on
the king of Assyria. The message was: “l aithe large altar. But | will use the bronze altar
your servant. | am like a son to you. Come arto ask questions from Godt8Uriah the priest
save me from the king of Aram and the kindid everything that King Ahaz commanded
him to do.
temple A special building for worshiping God. God commande 17.There Were C"?‘”S with bronze pa.‘”EB and
the Jews to worship him at the temple in Jerusalem. asins for the priests to wash their hands.
ancestor(s) Literally, “father(s).” This means a person’s King Ahaz removed the panels and basins and
parents, grandparents, and all the people they are descengieg up the carts. He also took the large tank
cn;rgpbavid A partofthe ciy of Jeruslern. off the bronze bulls that stood under it. He put
sacrificed his son in fire Literally, “made his son to pass the large tank on a stone pavemé#w/orkers

through the fire.” had built a covered place inside the temple
incense A kind of spice that smells good when it is burned. I
was burned as a gift to God.
high places Places for worshiping God or false gods. Thesaltar(s) A stone table used for burning sacrifices offered as gifts
places were often on the hills and mountains. to God.
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area for the Sabbathmeetings But Ahaz saved them from the power of Pharaoh, the
took away that covered place. Ahaz also toking of Egypt. But the Israelites began
away the outside entrance for the king. Ahiworshiping other god$They began doing the
took all of these from the Lord’s temple. Ahasame things that other people did. And the
did this because of the king of Assyria. Lord had forced those people to leave their
19A11 the great things that Ahaz did ardand when the Israelites came. The Israelites
written in the bookThe History of the Kings ofalso chose to be ruled by kingsiot by God.
Judah 20Ahaz died anglwas buried with his 9The Israelites secretly did things against the
ancestors* in the City of David.* Ahaz's sorLord their God. And those things were wrong!
Hezekiah became the new king after him. The Israelites built high places* in all their
o cities—from the smallest town to the largest
Hoshea Begins His Rule Over Israel city. 10The Israelites put up memorial stones*
17Hoshea son of Elah began to rule iand Asherah poles* on every high hill and
Samaria over Israel. This was during trunder every green treéiThe Israelites
12th year that Ahaz was king of Judaltburned incense* there in all those places of
Hoshea ruled nine yeargHoshea did the worship. They did these things like the
things the Lord said were wrong. But Hoshenations that the Lord forced out of the land
was not as bad as the kings of Israel that ru before them. The Israelites did evil things that
before him. made the Lord angni?They served idols.*
3Shalmaneser king of Assyria came to fig And the Lord had said to the Israelites, “You
against Hoshea,Shalmaneser defeateimust not do this thing.”

Hoshegl and Hoshea became his servant. ¢ 13The Lord used every prophet and every
Hoshea paid tribute* to Shalmaneser. seer* to warn Israel and Judah. The Lord said,
“Later, Hoshea sent messengers to the k“Turn away from the evil things you do!
of Egypt,to ask for help That king's name Obey my commands and laws. Follow all the
was So. That year, Hoshea did not pay tributLaw that | gave to your ancestors.* | used my
to the king of Assyria like he did every otheservants the prophets to give this law to you.”
year. The king of Assyria Ie_arned that Hpsh' 14But the people would not listen. They
had made plans against him. So the king were very stubborn like their ancestors.*
Assyria arrested Hoshea and put him in jail. Their ancestors did not believe the Lord their
~ SThe king of Assyria attacked many placeGod. 15The people refused the Lord’s laws
in Israel. Then he came to Samaria. He foucand his Agreement that he made with their
against Samaria for three yeafShe king of ancestors. They refused to listen to the Lord’s
Assyria took Samaria during the ninth yeawarnings. They worshiped idols* that were
that Hoshea was king of Israel. The king «worth nothing and they themselves became
Assyria captured many Israelites and totworth nothing. They lived like the people in
them as prisoners to Assyria. He made thethe nations around them. They did those bad
live in Halah by the Habor River at Gozan arthings. And the Lord had warned the people

in other cities of the Medes.

"These things happened because thih laces Places for worshiping God or false gods. These
Israelites had sinned against the Lord the gplszceswere often on the hillspan%l mountains. !
God. And it was the Lord that brought th¢memorial stones Stones that were set up to help people

Israelites out of the land of Egypt! The Lor¢ remember something special. In ancient Israel, people often
set up stones as special places to worship false gods.
Asherah poles These poles were used to honor the female god

Sabbath Saturday, a special day of worship for Jews. Asherah that the Canaanite people worshiped.

ancestors Literally, “fathers.” This means a person's parentsincense A kind of spice that smells good when it is burned. It
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.  was burned as a gift to God.

City of David A part of the city of Jerusalem. idols  Statues of false gods that people worshiped.

tribute  Money paid to a foreign king or nation to pay for beiniseer A kind of prophet, a person that spoke for God. This word
protected. shows the prophet saw things in visions.
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of Israel. The Lord told them not to do thosin Samaria. Those people took over Samaria
bad things. and lived in the cities around #When these
16The people stopped following thepeople began to live in Samaria, they did not
commands of the Lord their God. They machonor the Lord. So the Lord sent lions to
two gold statues of calves. They made Asherattack them. These lions killed some of those
poles.* They worshiped all the stars of heavepeople.26Some people said to the king of
and served Baal ¥7They sacrificed their sonsAssyria, “Those people that you took away
and daughters in the fire. They used magic aand put in the cities of Samaria do not know
witchcraft* to try to learn the future. They solcthe law of the god of that country. So that god
themselves to do what the Lord said was e\vSent lions to attack those people. The lions
They did this to make the Lord ang#jSo the killed those people because those peoele don’t
Lord became very angry at Israel and tocknow the law of the god of that country.”
them out of his sight. There were no Israelitc 2’S0 the king of Assyria gave this

left, except the family group of Judah! command: "You took some priests from
P y grop Samaria. Send one of those priests that |
The People of Judah Are Also Guilty captured back to Samaria. Let that priest go

19But even the people of Judah did ncand live there. Then that priest can teach the
obey the commands of the Lord their Go(Pe0ple the law of the god of that country.”

orie Lo 28 : i
The people of Judah lived just fike the peop,. .., chr(rjlgg 2&2“efféﬁséiﬁﬁiﬁéhfarﬁ?tyé'mé
of Israel. y

2 : in Bethel. This priest taught the people how
OThe Lord rejected all the people of Israethey should honor the Lord.
He brought them many troubles. He let peop 284t all th | de qods of thei
destroy them. And, finally, he threw then ut all those people made gods of their
away and put them out of his sightThe O\an a”S' %Ut tShem in the tﬁmdples ?jt th$hh|gh
Lord tore Israel from the family of David, ancpeicel: dEd ethisavrcr?élricgr tﬁe rTi?/eéei)Theose
the Israelites made Jeroboam son of NetPSoP y '

¢ - people of Babylon madghe false god
their king. Jeroboam pulled the Israeliteg caoth Benoth. The people of Cuthah made
away from following the Lord. Jeroboan

caused the Israelites to do a great #i8o the %haedgatlﬁg ?a?*ggl Zgﬁsgﬁa@%ﬂg S;;)?? gfth
Israelites followed all the sins that JerOboaAvvaLmadeLthe false godsNibhaz and
did. They did not stop doing these s¥ntil Tartak And the people from Sepharvaim
the Lord took Israel away from his sight. Aityyned their children in the fire to honor their
the Lord said this would happen! He sent hya|se gods, Adrammelech and Anammelech.
prophets to tell the people this would happe 328t those people also worshiped the Lord.
So the Israelites were taken out of the They chose priests for the high places* from
country into Assyria. And they have bee among the people. These priests made

there to this day. sacrifices for the people in the temples at those
- . places of worship33They respected the Lord,
The Beginning of the Samaritan People but they also served their own gods. Those

24The king of Assyria took the Israelitespeople served their gods the same as they dio
out of Samarig.Then the king of Assyria in the countries they were taken from.
brought people from Babylon, Cuthah, Awe 34Even today those people live like they did
Hamath, and Sepharvaim. He put those peojin the past. They do not honor the Lord. They
do not obey the rules and commands of the
Asherah poles These poles were used to honor the goddedsraelites. They do not obey the Law or the

Asherah that the Canaanite peaple worshiped. commands that the Lord gave to the children
Baal The Canaanite people believed that this false god brou¢ "

the rain and storms. They also thought that he made the I

produce good crops. high places Places for worshiping God or false gods. These
witchcraft  Using magic or the power of Satan to do things. places were often on the hills and mountains.
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of Jacob(lsrael). 35The Lord made anmade by Moses. This bronze snake was called
Agreement with the people of Israel. The Loi“Nehushtan.”™ Hezekiah broke this bronze
commanded them, “You must not honor oth snake into piecegecause the people were
gods. You must not worship them, or senworshiping that snake
them, or offer sacrifices to therd@But you  SHezekiah trusted in the Lord God of
must follow the Lord. The Lord is the Godlsrael. There was no person like Hezekiah
that brought you out of Egypt. The Lord useamong all the kings of Judah before him or
his great power to save you. You muafter him.6Hezekiah was very faithful to the
worship the Lord and make sacrifices to hirLord. He did not stop following the Lord. He
37You must obey the rules, laws, teachingobeyed the commands that the Lord had given
and commands that he wrote for you. Ycto Moses.’The Lord was with Hezekiah.
must obey these things all the time. You muHezekiah was successful in everything he did.
not respect other god#$You must not forget Hezekiah broke away from the king of
the Agreement that | made with you. YoAssyria. Hezekiah stopped serving the king of
must not respect other god¥No! You Assyria.8Hezekiah defeated the Philistines all
respect only the Lord your God! Then he withe way to Gaza and the area around it. He
save you from all your enemies.” defeated all the Philistine cities—from the
40But the Israelites did not listen. They keysmallest town to the largest city.
on doing the same things they did befd#&o . .
now those other nations respect the Lord, t The Assyrians Capture Samaria
they also serve their own idols. Their childre 9Shalmaneser king of Assyria went to fight
and grandchildren do the same thing theagainst Samaria. His army surrounded the
ancestors* did. They still do those things fcity. , This happened duringhe fourth year

this day. that Hezekiah was king of Judah. (This was
_ o also the seventh year that Hoshea son of Elah
Hezekiah Begins His Rule Over Judah was king of Israel.JOAt the end of the third

1 Hezekiah son of Ahaz was king oyear, Shalmaneser captured Samaria. He took
Judah. Hezekiah began to rule durirSamaria during the sixth year that Hezekiah
the third year that Hoshea son of Elah wiwas king of Judah. (This was also the ninth
king of Israel.2Hezekiah was 25 years olcyear that Hoshea was king of IsraditThe
when he began to rule. Hezekiah ruled iking of Assyria took the Israelites as prisoners
years in Jerusalem. His mother's name wto Assyria. He made them live in Halah, on

Abi,* the daughter of Zechariah. the Habor (the river of Gozan), and in the
3Hezekiah did the things the Lord said weicities of the Medes\2This happened because
right, just like David his ancestor.* the Israelites did not obey the Lord their God.

4Hezekiah destroyed the high places.* FThey broke the Lord’'s Agreement. They did
broke the memorial stones* and cut down tinot obey all the things that Moses the Lord’s
Asherah poles.* At that time, the people (servant commanded. The people of Israel
Israel burned incense* to the bronze snawould not listen to the Lord’s Agreement, or

do the things it taught them to do.
ancestor(s) Literally, “father(s).” This means a person’s parents .

grand(pz)arents, ar):('i all the(plople they are deF;cendede)rom. ’ Assyria Gets Ready to Take Judah
Abi  Or “Abijah." . 13During the 14th year that Hezekiah was
s e ) S % T"%ing, Sennacherlh king of Assytia went to
meﬁworial stones Stones that were set up to help peoplglght agam_St all the strong C|t|e$ ,Of Judah.

remember something special. In ancient Israel, people oft¥eNnacherib defeated all those citihen

set up stones as special places to worship false gods. Hezekiah king of Judah sent a message to the
Asherah poles These poles were used to honor the female g *
Asherah that the Canaanite people worshiped.
incense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-smelliNehushtan This Hebrew name is like the words meaning
smoke, it was offered as a gift to God. “bronze” and “snake.”



453

king of Assyria at Lachish. Hezekiah said, *
have done wrong. Leave malong. Then |
will pay anything you want.

Then the king of Assyria told Hezekiat
king of Judah to pay over 11 tons* of silve
and over 1 ton* of gold!*Hezekiah gave all
the silver that was in the Lord’s temple* an
in the king’s treasuriestbAt this time,
Hezekiah cut off the gold that covered th
doors of the Lord's temple and the doorpost
King Hezekiah had put gold on these doo
and doorposts. Hezekiah gave this gold to t
king of Assyria.

King of Assyria Sends Men to Jerusalem

17The king of Assyria sent his three mos
important commanders with a large army 1
King Hezekiah in Jerusalem. Those men le
Lachish and went to Jerusalem. They stot
near the aqueduct* by the Upper Pool. (Tt
Upper Pool is on the road to the Washer
Field.) 18These men called for the king
Eliakim son of Hilkiah (Eliakim was in
charge of the king’s house), Shebna (tf
secretary), and Joah son of Asaph (the rect
keeper) came out to meet them.

190ne of the commanders said to then
“Tell Hezekiah this is what the great king, th
king of Assyria says:

What do you trust in20Your words are
worth nothing.* You say, “I have
enough advice and power to help me in
war.” But who do you trust since you
have broken away from my rul@?ou
are leaning on a walking stick made of
broken reed! This walking stick is Egypt.
If a man leans on this walking stickt
will break ang go through his hand and
hurt him! The king of Egypt is like that
to all people that trust in hin#2Maybe
you will say, “We trust the Lord our
God.” But | know that Hezekiah took

11tons 10,200kg. Literally, “300 talents.”

1ton 1,020kg. Literally, “30 talents.”

temple A special building for worshiping God. God commandet
the Jews to worship him at the temple in Jerusalem.

aqueduct A ditch or pipe that carries water from one place ti
another.

Your words ... nothing  Literally, “a word of the lips.”

2 KINGS 18:15-31

away the high places* and altars* where
people worshiped the Lord. And
Hezekiah told the people of Judah and
Jerusalem, “You must worship only in
front of the altar here in Jerusalem.”

23Now make this agreement with my
master, the king of Assyria. | promise
that | will give you 2,000 horses if you
can find men to ride therd4You can't
defeat one officer of the lowest of my
master’s officers! You depend on Egypt
to give you chariots* and horse soldiers!
25 have not come against Jerusalem to
destroy it without the Lord! The Lord
said to me, “Go up against this country
and destroy it!”

26Then Eliakim son of Hilkiah, Shebna,
and Joah said to the commander, “Please
speak to us in Aramaic. We understand that
language. Do not speak with us in the
language of Judah because the people on the
wall can hear us!*”

2/But Rabshakeh said to them, “My lord
did not send me to speak only to you and your
king.* | also speak to the other people that sit
on the wall' They will eat their own dung and
drink their own urine with you!*”

28Then the commander shouted loudly in the
Jewish language, “Hear this message from the
great king, the king of Assyri&The king
says, ‘Don't let Hezekiah fool you! He can't
save you from my power!30Don't let
Hezekiah make you trust in the Lord! Hezekiah
says, ‘The Lord will save us! The king of
Assyria will not defeat this city!31But don't
listen to Hezekiah!

high places Places for worshiping God or false gods. These
places were often on the hills and mountains.

altar(s) A stone table used for burning sacrifices offered as gifts
to God.

chariot(s) A small wagon used in war.

because the people ... hear usThey did not want the people
of Jerusalem that sat on the city wall to understand the terrible
things that the commander was saying.

king Literally, “master.”

eat ... with you The Assyrian army planned to surround
Jerusalem and not let people bring any food or water into the
city. He thought the people would become hungry enough to
eat their own waste.
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“The king of Assyria says this: ‘Make Assyria, has sent him to say bad things about
peace with me and come out to me. Thethe living God. Maybe the Lord your God will
each of you can eat from his own grapes, hhear all those things. Maybe the Lord will
own fig tree, and drink water from his owrpunish the enemy! So pray for the people that
well. 32You can do this until | come and takeare still left alive.”

you away to a land like your own land. It is ¢

5King Hezekiah's officers went to Isaiah.

land of grain and new wine, a land of breaé|saiah said to them, “Give your master
and fields full of grapes, a land of olives anHezekiah this message: ‘The Lord says: Don't
honey. Then you can live, and not die. Bihe afraid of the things that the officers of the
don't listen to Hezekiah! He is trying toking of Assyria have said to make fun of me.
change your mind. He is saying, ‘The Lor(7| am putting a spirit in him. He will hear a
will save us.’33Did any of the gods of the rumor. Then he will run back to his own

other nations save his land from the king (country. And | will cause him to be killed by
Assyria? Nol34Where are the gods ofa sword in his own country.”

Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods

Sepharvaim, Hena, and lvvah? Did they Sa' e king of Assyria Warns Hezekiah Again

Samaria from me? N&®Did any of the gods
in the other countries save their land fror
me? No! Can the Lord save Jerusalem fro
me? No!”

36But the people were silent. They did nc
say a word to the commander because Ki
Hezekiah had given them a command. +
said, “Don’'t say anything to him.”

37Eliakim son of Hilkiah (Eliakim was in

8The commander heard that the king of

Assyria had left Lachish. So the commander
found his king fighting against Libnah.*

9The king of Assyria heard a rumor about

Tirhakah king of Ethiopia. The rumor said,
“Tirhakah has come to fight against you!”

So the king of Assyria sent messengers to

Hezekiah again. The king of Assyria gave a

charge of the king’s house), Shebna (tfmessage to these messengers. He said these

secretary), and Joah son of Asaph (the rec
keeper) came to Hezekiah. Their clothes we
torn ;to show they were upsetThey told
Hezekiah the things that the Assyria
commander had said.

Hezekiah Talks with Isaiah the Prophet

19King Hezekiah heard those things, ar
he tore his clothes and put on the rou
cloth that showed he was sad and upse
Then he went into the Lord’s temple.*
2Hezekiah sent Eliakim (Eliakim was ir
charge of the king’s house), Shebna (l
secretary), and the elders of the priests to
prophet Isaiah son of Amoz. They wore tr
rough cloth,that showed they were sad an
upset. 3They said to Isaiah, “Hezekiah say:
‘This is a day of trouble, a day to show we a
wrong. It is like the time for babies to be bori

things:

10To Hezekiah, king of Judah

Don't let the God that you trust fool
you. He says, “The king of Assyria will
not defeat Jerusalem!1You have heard
the things the kings of Assyria have done
to all the other countries. We destroyed
them completely! Will you be saved?
No! 12The gods of those nations did not
save their people. My ancestors*
destroyed them all. They destroyed
Gozan, Haran, Rezeph, and the people of
Eden in Tel Assarl3Where is the king of
Hamath? The king of Arpad? The king of
the city of Sepharvaim? The kings of
Hena and Ivvahhey are all finisheg!

Hezekiah Prays to the Lord
14Hezekiah received the letters from the

but there is no strength to give birth to thermessengers and read them. Then Hezekiah went

4The commander’s master, the king ¢

Libnah A town in Judah.

temple A special building for worshiping God. God commande ancestors Literally, “fathers.” This means a person’s parents,

the Jews to worship him at the temple in Jerusalem.

grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
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up to the Lord’s temple* and laid the letters ot
in front of the Lord.1Hezekiah prayed before
the Lord and said, “Lord, the God of Israel wh
sits as King between the Cherub angels.* Yt
are the God—you alone—of all the kingdoms «
the earth. You made the heavens and the ea
16_ord, please listen to me. Lord, open yot
eyes, and seghis lettef. Hear the words that
Sennacherib sent to insult the living Gédt is
true, Lord. The kings of Assyria did destroy a
those nationst8They did throw the gods of the
nations into the fire. But those were not re.
gods. They were only wood and stone—statu
that men made. That is why the kings of Assyr
could destroy themt®So now, Lord our God,
save us from the king of Assyria. Then all th
kingdoms on earth will know that you, Lord, ar
the only God.”

20lsaiah son of Amoz sent this message f
Hezekiah. He said, “The Lord God of Israe
says this, ‘You have prayed to me again:
Sennacherib king of Assyria. | have heard you.

21“This is the Lord’s message abou
Sennacherib:

The virgin daughter of ZiofJerusalem)
doesn't think you are important.
She makes fun of you!
The Daughter Jerusalem shakes her hea
at you behind your back.
22 But who did you insult and make fun of?
Who did you speak against?
You were against the Holy One of Israel!
You acted like you were better than him!
23 You sent your messengers
to insult the Lord.
You said,
“| came with my many chariots*
to the high mountains.
| came deep inside Lebanon.
| cut down the tallest cedar trees
and the best fir trees of Lebanon.
| went up to the highest part of Lebanon
up to its lush forest.

temple A special building for worshiping God. God commandet
the Jews to worship him at the temple in Jerusalem.

Cherub angels Special angels from God. Statues of thes
angels were on top of the Box of the Agreement.

chariot(s) A small wagon used in war.

24 | dug wells, and drank water
from new places.
| dried up the rivers of Egypt
and walked on that country.”
25 | That is what you saigl.
But haven't you heargvhat God saif®
‘I (God)planned it long ago,
from ancient times | planned it.
And now, | have made it happen.
| let you tear down the strong cities
and change them into piles of rocks.
26 The people in the cities had no power.
They people were scared and confused.
They were about to be cut down
like grass and plants in the field.
They were like grass growing
on the housetops,
dying before it grows tall.
27 | know when you sit down.
| know when you go to war.
and when you come home.
And | know when you get upset at me.
28 Yes, you were upset at me.
| heard your proud insults.
So | will put my hook in your nose.
And I will put my bit* in your mouth.
Then | will turn you around
and lead you back the way you came.”

The Lord's Message for Hezekiah

2¢This will be the sign to prove | will help
you: This year you will eatthe grain that
grows by itself. Next year you will eat the
grain that comes up from that seed. But in the
third year you will gather the grain from the
seeds that you planted. You will plant fields of
grapes and eat the grapes from théfithe
people that have escaped and are left in the
family of Judah will again begin to grow.
3lWhy? Because a few people will remain
alive. They will go out from Jerusalem. People
that have escaped will go out from Mount
Zion. The Lord'’s strong feelings* will do this.

32°So the Lord says this about the king of
Assyria:

bit A piece of metal people put in a horse’s mouth to control the
horse.

strong feelings Or, “zeal.” The Hebrew word means strong
feelings like zeal, jealousy, and love.
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He will not come into this city. ‘The Lord, the God of your ancestor* David
He will not shoot an arrow in this city.  says: | have heard your prayer and | have seen
He will not bring his shields to this city. your tears. So | will heal you. On the third

He will not build up a hill of dirt day, you will go up to the temple of the Lord.
to attack the walls of this city. 6And | will add 15 years to your life. | will
33 He will go back the same way he came. save you and this city from the power of the
He will not come into this city. king of Assyria. | will protect this city. | will
The Lord says this! do this for myself and because,tife promise
3 | will protect this city and save it. | made tgmy servant David.”
| will do this for myself Then Isaiah said, “Make a mixture of figs*
and for my servant David.” .and put it on the sore place
So they took the mixture of figs and put it
The Assyrian Army Is Destroyed on Hezekiah's sore place. Then Hezekiah

35That night, the angel of the Lord went o(90t Well

and killed 185,000 people in the Assyria

- : A Sign for Hezekiah
camp. When the people got up in the mornir
they saw al the dead bodies. - BHezekiah said to Isaiah, “What will be the

36S0 Sennacherib king of Assyria left ansign that the Lord will heal me, and that | will go
went back to Nineveh where he stay&dne UP {0 the temple of the Lord on the third day?”
day Sennacherib was worshiping in th,_Isaiah said, Which do you wantzShould
temple* of Nisroch, his god. His son:the shadow go forward ten steps, or go back

i i with ten steps?* This is the sign for you from the
é\?vréﬂ%m indifmhﬁgfggﬁ ||;enddhlsn;]g|éhz Lord to show that the Lord will do the thing
escaped into the land of Ararat.* An(€ Said he would do.

Sennacherib’s son Esarhaddon became f 10|-k|]ezeﬁiag answeredd ‘Itis an easy th,i\?g
new king atter him. or the shadow to go down ten steps. No,

make the shadow go back ten steps.”
. , 1IThen Isaiah prayed to the Lord, and the
Hezekiah Is Sick and Near Death Lord made the shadow move back ten steps. It

20At that time, Hezekiah became sick aryent hack on the steps that it had already
almost died. The prophet Isaiah son aen on.

Amoz went to Hezekiah. Isaiah said t
Hezekiah, “The Lord says, ‘Put your house Hezekiah and the Men from Babylon

ﬁrd,e,,,r’ because you will die. You will N0 15p¢ hat time, Merodach Baladan son of
ivel .

: . Baladan was king of Babylon. He sent letters
2Hezdek|ah t#rnelfj h&s facg to thog“\ll_va”d* Hand a gift to Hezekiah. Merodach Baladan did
prayed to the Lord and saltiLord, s pecayse he heard Hezekiah had been sick.
remember that | have truly served you with 13407 ekiah welcomed the men from Babylon,
my heart. | have done the things that you sanq showed them all the valuable things in his
are good.” Then Hezekiah cried very hard. 56 “He showed him the silver, the gold, the

Before Isaiah had left the middlegnices the expensive perfume, the weapons,

courtyard, the word of the Lord came to hin inein hi i
o and everything in his treasuries. There was
The Lord said»>*Go back and speak to yiing
Hezekiah, the leader of my people. Tell hin _ _
ancestor Literally, “father.” This means a person that people
are descended from.
temple A special building for worshiping God. God commande mixture of figs  This was used like medicine.

the Jews to worship him at the temple in Jerusalem. the shadow ... steps This may mean the steps of a special
Ararat  The ancient country of Urartu, an area in Easter  building outside that Hezekiah used like a clock. When the
Turkey. sun shone on the steps, the shadows showed what time of the

face to the wall This wall probably faced the temple. day it was.
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nothing in all Hezekiah’s house and kingdorhigh places* that his father Hezekiah had
that he did not show them. destroyed. Manasseh also built altars* for
14Then Isaiah the prophet came to kinBaal* and made an Asherah pole,* just like
Hezekiah and asked him, “What did thesAhab king of Israel. Manasseh worshiped and
men say? Where did they come from?” served the stars of heaveiManasseh built
Hezekiah said, “They came from a farawaaltars to honor false godsn the Lord'’s
country, from Babylon.” temple. (This is the place the Lord was talking
19saiah said, “What have they seen in yoiabout when he said, “l will put my name in
house?” Jerusalem.”pPManasseh built altars for the
Hezekiah answered, “They have seestars of heaven in the two courtyards of the
everything in my house. There is nothing iLord’s temple.6Manasseh sacrificed his own
all my treasuries that | did not show them.” son and burned him on the altar.* Manasseh
16Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Listen tused different ways of trying to know the
this message from the Lord7The time is future. He visited mediums* and wizards.*
coming when all the things in your house ar Manasseh did more and more things that
all the things your ancestors* have saved unthe Lord said were wrong. This caused the
today will be carried away to Babylon Lord to be angry’Manasseh made a carved
Nothing will be left! The Lord says this.Statue of Asherah.* He put this statue in the
18The Babylonians will take your sons. Anitemple. The Lord had said to David and to
your sons will become eunuchs* in the palaDavid’s son Solomon about this temple: “!

of the king of Babylon.” have chosen Jerusalem from all the cities in
19Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “Thi¢dsrael. | will put my name in the temple in

message from the Lord is good.” Jerusalem foreve®l will not cause the people
Hezekiah also said, “That is fine if ther¢of Israel to leave the land that | gave to their

will be real peace during my lifetime.” ancestors.* | will let the people stay in their

20All the great things that Hezekiah didland if they obey all the things | commanded
including his work on the pool and thethem and all the teachings that my servant
aqueduct* to bring water into the city, arMoses gave them.9But the people did not
written in the bookThe History of the Kings listen to God. Manasseh did more evil things
of Judah 21Hezekiah died and was buriecthan all the nationgthat lived in Canaan
with his ancestors.* And Hezekiah's sojPefore Israel cameAnd the Lord destroyed

Manasseh became the new king after him. those nations when the people of Isiaame
to take their land

10The Lord used his servants the prophets

Manasseh Begins His Evil Rule Over Judah to say these things2*Manasseh king of

2 Manasseh was twelve years old whe

€ began to rule. He ruled 55 years ihigh places Places for worshiping God or false gods. These
Jerusalem. His mother's name was Hephsz places were often on the hills and mountains.

2Manasseh did the things that the_ Lord SQaltar(s) A stone table used for burning sacrifices offered as gifts
were wrong. Manasseh did the terrible thing  to God.

; ; \Baal The Canaanite people believed that this false god brought
the other nations did. (And the Lord force the rain and storms. They also thought that he made the land

those nations to leave their country when th o4uce good crops.
Israelites came.jManasseh built again theasherah pole These poles were used to honor the female god
Asherah that the Canaanite people worshiped.
sacrificed his son and burned him on the altar Literally,

ancestors Literally, “fathers.” This means a person’s parents  “Made his son pass through the fire.

grandparents, and all the people they are descended from. medium(s) A person that tries to communicate with the spirits
eunuchs Men who have had their sexual organs removed. Ofte  of dead people.

important officials of the king were eunuchs. wizard(s) A person that tries to use evil spirits to do magic.
aqueduct A ditch or pipe that carries water from one place t/Asherah An important Canaanite goddess. At this time, the

another. people thought she was the wife of Baal.
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Judah has done these hated things and  20Amon did the things the Lord said were
done more evil than the Amorites before hirwrong, just like his father Manasse3Amon
Manasseh also has caused Judah to lived just like his father. Amon worshiped and
because of his idols¥So the Lord of Israel served the same idols* his father di@mon
says, ‘Look! I will bring so much troubleleft the Lord, the God of his ancestors*, and
against Jerusalem and Judah that any perdid not live the way the Lord wanted.

who hears about it will be shocked3 will ~ 23Amon’s servants made plans against him
stretch the measuring line of Samaria* and tand killed him in his own house&4The
plumb bob* of Ahab’s family over Jerusalemcommon people killed all the officers that
A man wipes a dish, and then he turns made plans against King Amon. Then the
upside down. | will do that to Jerusalenpeople made Amon’s son Josiah the new king
14There will still be a few of my people left.after him.

But | will leave those people. | will give thenr  25The other things that Amon did are
to their enemies. Their enemies will take thewritten in the bookThe History of the Kings
prisoners—they will be like the valuabl¢of Judah 26Amon was buried in his grave at
things soldiers take in wakdWhy? Because the Garden of Uzza. Amon’s son Josiah
my people did the things that | said werbecame the new king.

wrong. They have made me angry with the

since the day their ancestors* came up out Josiah Begins His Rule Over Judah

Egypt. 1And Manasseh killed many innocer2 Josiah was eight years old when he
people. He filled Jerusalem from one end began to rule. He ruled 31 years in
another with blood. And all those sins are Jerusalem. His mother's name was Jedidah
addition to the sins that caused Judah to sthe daughter of Adaiah of Bozkatklosiah
Manasseh caused Judah to do the things idid the things that the Lord said were right.
the Lord said were wrong.” Josiah followed God like his ancestor* David.

_ LTAll the things that Manasseh didJosiah obeyed God's teachings—he did
including the sins that he did, are written iexactly what God wanted.

the bookThe History of the Kings of Judah
18Manassehdied and was buried with his Josiah Orders the Temple Repaired

ancestors.* Manasseh was buried in th g, ing the 18th year that Josiah was king,
garden at his house. It was called, ‘the Gard, o gant Shaphan son of Azaliah son of
of Uzza.” Manasseh’s son Amon became “Meshullam, the secretary, to the Lord's

new king after him. temple.* Josiah saidi“Go up to Hilkiah the
, high priest. Tell him that he must get the
Amon’s Short Rule money that people brought to the Lord’s
19Amon was 22 years old when he began temple. The gatekeepers collected that money
rule. He ruled two years in Jerusalem. Hfrom the peopleSThe priests must use that
mother's name was Meshullemeth daughter money to pay the workers to repair the Lord’s

Haruz from Jotbah. temple. The priests must give that money to
the men that supervise the work on the Lord'’s

idols  Statues of false gods that people worshiped. temple.6Use that money for the carpenters,

will be shocked Literally, “both his ears will tingle.” stonemasons, and stonecutters. And use that

measuring line of Samaria Workers used a string with a weight :
to mark a straight line at the end of a stone wall. The piecesmoney to buy the timber and cut stones that

stone that were outside the line were chipped off and thro@f® Ne€ded to fix the tempi@on't count the
away. This shows that God was “throwing away” Samaria affioney that you give to the workers. Those

Anab's family of kings. _ workers can be trusted.”

plumb bob A weight tied to a string and used to prove thet
something was straight up and down (vertical).

ancestor(s) Literally, “father(s).” This means a person’s parentstemple A special building for worshiping God. God commanded
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.  the Jews to worship him at the temple in Jerusalem.
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Book of the Law Found in the Temple These are the troubles that are mentioned in the

8Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan thpook that the king of Judah reddThe people
secretary, “Look, | found thBook of the ©f Judah left me and have burned incense* to
Law* in the Lord's temple!*” Hilkiah gave other gods. They made me very angry. They
the book to Shaphan, and Shaphan read it. made many idols.* That is why | will show my

9Shaphan the secretary went to King Josii@nger against this place. My anger will be like
and told him what happened. Shaphan saaf”'se tgat can't be stopped!
“Your servants have gathered all the mone 18-1%Josiah the king of Judah sent you to
that was in the temple. They gave it to thask adV|‘ce from the Lord. Tell Josiah these
temple.”19Then Shaphan the secretary to/Words that you heard. You heard the things |
the king, “And Hilkiah the priest also ga\,Esald about this place and the people that live

this book to me.” Then Shaphan read the bo Néreé. Your heart was soft, and you felt sorry
to the king. when you heard those things. | said that

1When the king heard the words of tnterrible things would happen to this place

Book of the Lawhe tore his clothego show (Jerusalem) You tore your clothego show
he was sad and upgé€Then the king gave aYour sadnessand you began to cry. That s
command to Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam sV I heard you.” The Lord says thi¥l V‘f"

of Shaphan, Achor son of Micaiah, ShaphzPring you to be with your ancestors.* You
the secretary, and Asaiah the king's serva!ll dié and go to your grave in peace. So
1%ing Josiah said, “Go and ask the L or.your eyes will not see all the troyble that | am
what we should do. Ask the Lord for me, fob”?%g‘r? ﬁﬂﬁ.ha'i F;Ir?e(:%]rei(reusstalﬁml)(am Achor
the people, and for all Judah. Ask about tt . : ; ’
WOf(E)S 0? this book that was found. The I_orS.haphan, and Asaiah told that message to the
is angry at us. Why? Because our ancestmkmg'

did not listen to the words of this book. The

- The People Hear the Law
did not obey all the commands that wer . )
written for us)!/" 2 King Josiah told all the leaders of Judah

nd Jerusalem to come and meet with
, him. 2Then the king went up to the Lord’s
1 JOS'a:sn(:]Hl:]ldah the Prophhe.tsss b temple. All the people of Judah and the people
S0 Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Achor, 4t jived in Jerusalem went with him. The
Shaphan, and A*sa|ah went to Huldah thpriests the prophets, and all the people—from
woman prophet.* Huldah was the wife 0he Jeast important to the most important—
Shallum son of Tikvah, son of Harhas. Hyyent with him. Then he read the ook of the
took care of thepriests; clothes. Huldah was Agreement, This was tHBook of the Lavihat
living in the second quarter in Jerusalenyas found in the Lord’s temple. Josiah read
They went and talked with Huldah. the book so all the people could hear it.
15Then Huldah said to them, “The Lord Gor  37he king stood by the column and made
of Israel says: Tell the man that sent you to I g, agreement with the Lord. He agreed to
16The Lord says this: | am bringing trouble oifo|jow the Lord and to obey his commands,
this place and on the people that live herthe Agreement, and his rules. He agreed to do
this with all his heart and soul. He agreed to
Book of the Law This is probably the book of Deuteronomy.  Obey the Agreement written in this book. All

temple A special building for worshiping God. God commandedthe people stood t@how they supportg(ﬂhe
the Jews to worship him at the temple in Jerusalem. king’s agreement

ancestors  Literally, “fathers.” This means a person’s parentst e '
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.

prophet A person called by God to be a special servant. Gcincense A kind of spice that smells good when it is burned. It
used dreams and visions to show them things to teach ~ was burned as a gift to God.
the people. idols  Statues of false gods that people worshiped.
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4Then the king commanded Hilkiah thifrom Geba to Beersheba. And the priests ate
high priest, the other priests, and ththeir unleavened bread in those towns with
gatekeepers, to bring out of the Lord’the ordinary peoplerot at the special place
temple* all the dishes and things that weifor priests in the temple in JerusalgrBut
made to honor Baal,* Asherah,* and the staKing Josiah defileqruined)those high places
of heaven. Then Josiah burned those thinand brought the priests to Jerusalem. Josiah
outside Jerusalem in the fields in Kidroalso destroyed the high places that were on
Valley. Then they carried the ashes to Bethetpe |eft, by Joshua GatéJoshua was the

°The kings of Judah had chosen sonyyjer of the city.)
ordinary men to serve as priesffhese men 107opheth was a place in the Valley of
were not from the family of AaronThose innom's Son where people killed their
false priests were buming incense* at the hieyiigren and burned them on an altar to honor
places in every city of Judah and all thye a5 gog Molech.* Josiah defilguined)
towns around Jerusalem. They burned incery, - place so people could not use that place

to honor Baal,* the sun, the moon, th_ . .
. ’ ! 1. again.lln the past, the kings of Judah had
constellationggroups of stars)and all the out some horses and a chariot* near the

stars in the sky. But Josiah stopped those faentrance to the Lord’s temple. This was near

priests. . L
6Josiah removed the Asherah Pole* fro/th€ room of an important official named

the Lord's temple.* He took the Asherah po|Nathan Melech. The horses_and chariot were
outside the city to the Kidron Valley an(0 honor the sun god.* Josiah removed the

burned it there. Then he beat the bumt piecnorses and burned the chariot, _
into dust and scattered the dust over t| 2n the past, the kings of Judah had built
graves of the common peop|e.* altars on the roof of Ahab’S bUIld]ng. K|ng
TThen King Josiah broke down the housiManasseh had also built altars in the two
of the male prostitutes* that were in thcourtyards of the Lord’s temple. Josiah
Lord’s temple. Women also used those housdestroyed all those altars and threw the
and made little tent covers to honor the falbroken pieces into Kidron Valley.
goddess Asherah. 13In the past, King Solomon built some high
8-9At that time, the priests did not bring th places* on Destroyer Hill near Jerusalem. The
sacrifices to Jerusalem and offer them on thigh places were on the south side of that hill.
altar in the temple. The priests lived in citieKing Solomon built one of those places of
all over Judah. And they burned incense* aiworship to honor Ashtoreth, that horrible thing
offered sacrifices at the high places* in tho:ithe people of Sidon worship. King Solomon
cities. Those high places were everywheralso built one to honor Chemosh, that horrible
thing the people of Moab worship. And King
temple A special building for worshiping God. God commandedS0lomon built one high place to honor
the Jews to worship him at the temple in Jerusalem. Milcom, that horrible thing the Ammonite

Baal The Canaanite people believed that this false god brou . . . .
the rain and storms. They also thought that he made the Iiﬂh”_ople WOI’ShIp. But ng Josiah defiled

produce good crops. (ruined) all those places of worshig4King
Asherah An important Canaanite goddess. At this time, thdosiah broke all the memorial stones* and
people thought she was the wife of Baal.
incense A kind of spice that smells good when it is burned.
was burned as a gift to God. people ... Molech Literally, “people made their son or daughter
high place(s) Places for worshiping God or false gods. Thes  pass through fire to Molech.”
places were often on the hills and mountains. chariot(s) A small wagon used in war.
Asherah Pole These poles were used to honor the female ghorses ... sun god The people thought the sun was a god that
Asherah that the Canaanite people worshiped. drove his chariotthe su across the sky each day.
scattered ... common people This was a strong way of memorial stones Stones that were set up to help people
showing that the Asherah pole could never be used again. remember something special. In ancient Israel, people often
male prostitutes Men who used their bodies for sexual sin. set up stones as special places to worship false gods.
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Asherah poles.* Then he scattered dead me  The People of Judah Celebrate Passover

bones over that place.* 21Then King Josiah gave a command to all

13Josiah also broke down the altar and hitthe people. He said, “Celebrate Passover for
place* at Bethel. Jeroboam son of Nebat hithe Lord your God. Do this just like it is

made this altar. Jeroboam caused Israel written in the book of the Agreement.”

sin.* Josiah broke down both that altar an  22The people had not celebrated a Passover
the high place. Josiah broke the stones of tjike this since the days that the judges ruled
altar to pieces. Then he beat it into dust. Arjsrael. None of the kings of Israel or the Kings

he burned the Asherah poféJosiah looked of judah ever had such a big celebration for
around and saw graves on the mountain. Ipassover2sThey celebrated this Passover for

sent men, and they took the hones from thCihe ord in Jerusalem during Josiah's 18th

graves. Then he burned the bones on the aI'year as king.

In this way, Josiah defile(tuined) the altar. ~ 24jqsjah destroyed the mediums, * wizards,*

This happened according to the message flhe house gods, the idols,* and all the horrible

the Lord that the man of God* annqunced.thmgs people worshiped in Judah and

The man of God announced these things wh jerysalem. Josiah did this to obey the Law

Jeroboam stood beside the altar. written in the book that Hilkiah the priest
Then Josiah looked around and saw tty nd'in the Lord's temple.*

grave of the man of God.* 25There had never been a king like Josiah
LJosiah said, “What is that monument | see*ofq e ~ josiah turned to the Lord with all his

The people of the city told him, “Itis thepa o with all his soul, and with all his

grave of the man of God* that came fror * ,

Judah. This man of God told about the thingg}r?\;l]gtsts wf? ekIJnogsig?S frlllgmtlﬁgrguhtgg r%g\\;ver

%/y? ) h?%/_e donei 0 t?_e altar a},t Bethel. He Stheen another king like Josiah since that time.
(igje iln%s a ic&ng‘leeVagtoH man of God 26But the Lord did not stop being angry at

alone. Dont move his bones.* So they left hithe People of Judah. The Lord was sl angry

b ' d the b £ th ' f y df at them for all the things that Manasseh had
ones and the bones of the man of Go "Cdone.27The Lord said, “I forced the people of

Samaria. - -
. Israel to leave their land. | will do the same to
| Josiah also destroyed all e temples atty 5p ' i take Judan out of my sight. I wil
'gh places” in the cities of Samaria. T not accept Jerusalem. Yes, | chose that city. |

kings of Israel had built those temples. An . L
. was talking about Jerusalem when | said, ‘My
that made the Lord very angry. Jos'aname will be there.” But | will destroy the

destroyed those temples, just like he destroyt emple* that is in that place.”

the place ofworship at Bethel. 28| the other things that Josiah did are

20Josiah killed all the priests of the higl . """ . .
places that were in Sarr?aria. He killed ?hvvfrgteél Ln the bookThe History of the Kings
of Judah

priests on those altars. He burned men
bones on the altarsgln this way he ruined :
those places of worshijpThen he went back The Death of Josiah

0 Jerusalem. 29During Josiah’s time, Pharaoh Neco, the

king of Egypt went to fight against the king of

Assyria at the Euphrates River. Josiah went
Asherah poles These poles were used to honor the female ge
Asherah that the Canaanite people worshiped.

scattered ... place This was the way he defileduned) those medium(s) A person that tries to communicate with the spirits

places so they could not be used for places of worship. of dead people.
high place(s) Places for worshiping God or false gods. Theswizard(s) A person that tries to use evil spirits to do magic.
places were often on the hills and mountains. idols  Statues of false gods that people worshiped.
Jeroboam ... sin See 1 Kings 12:26-30. temple A special building for worshiping God. God commanded
man of God Another name for a prophet. the Jews to worship him at the temple in Jerusalem.

announced See 1 Kings 13:1-3. with all his heart ... strength See Deut. 6:4,5.
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out to meet Neco at Megiddo. Pharaoh s¢  King Nebuchadnezzar Comes to Judah

Josiah and killed him30Josiah’s officers put In the time of Jehoiakim, Nebuchadnezzar

his body in a chariot* and carried him fron ing of Babylon came to the country of

Megiddo to Jerusalem. They buried Josiah Judah. Jehoiakim served Nebuchadnezzar for

his own grave. three years. Then Jehoiakim turned against
Then the common people took Josiah’s sNebuchadnezzar and broke away from his rule.

Jehoahaz and anointed* him. They mac?The Lord sent groups of Babylonians,

Jehoahaz the new king. Arameans, Moabites, and Ammonites to fight
against Jehoiakim. The Lord sent those groups
Jehoahaz Becomes King of Judah to destroy Judah. This happened just like the

31Jehoahaz was 23 years old when |Lord said. The Lord used his servants the

became king. He ruled three months {ProPhets to say those things. .
Jerusalem. H?s mother's name was Hamu, /1€ Lord commanded those things to

- , happen to Judah. In this way, he would take
daughter of Jeremiah from Libnzlehoahaz them out of his sight. He did this because of

did the things that the Lord said were wron all the sins that Manasseh ditthe Lord did

Jehoahai did all the same things that s hecause Manasseh killed many innocent
ancestors* had done. people. Manasseh had filled Jerusalem with

3%Pharaoh Neco put Jehoahaz in prison thejr plood. And the Lord would not forgive
Riblah in the land of Hamath. So Jehoah those sing

could not rule in Jerusalem. Pharaoh Ne:™ 5The other things that Jehoiakim did are
forced Judah to pay 7,500 pounds* of silvwritten in the bookThe History of the Kings of
and 75 pounds* of gold. Judah 6Jehoiakim died anglwas buried with
34Pharaoh Neco made Josiah's son Eliakihis ancestors.* Jehoiakim’s son Jehoiachin
the new king. Eliakim took the place of Josiabecame the new king after him.
his father. Pharaoh Neco changed Eliakim 7The king of Babylon captured all the land
name to Jehoiakim. And Pharaoh Neco tocPetween the Brook of Egypt and the Euphrates
Jehoahaz away to Egypt Jehoahaz d|ed River. This land WaS preV|0US|y pontrolled by
Egypt.33Jehoiakim gave the silver and the gol E9YPt. So the king of Egypt did not leave
to Pharaoh. But Jehoiakim made the commdEYPt any more.
people pay taxes and used that money to give
Pharaoh Neco. So each person paid his share
silver and gold. And King Jehoiakim gave th'began to rule. He ruled three months in
money to Pharaoh Neco. Jerusalem. His mother's name was Nehushta
3%Jehoiakim was 25 years old when Fgayghter of Elnathan from Jerusalem.

became king. He ruled eleven years gjehoiachin did the things that the Lord said

Jerusalem. His mother's name was Zebidere wrong. He did all the same things that
daughter of Pedaiah from Rumaflehoiakim his father had done.

did the things that the Lord said were wron 10At that time, the officers of
Jehoiakim did all the same things hiNebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to

Nebuchadnezzar Captures Jerusalem
8Jehoiachin was 18 years old when he

ancestors* had done. Jerusalem and surrounded ifiThen
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to the
chariot(s) A small wagon used in war. city. 12Jeh_0|aChm king of \]Udah V\_/e,m out to
anoint(ed) To pour olive oil on a person’s head to show he waH]GE'[ t_he klng of Babylon. J_eh0|ach|n S mother,
chosen by God to be a king, priest, or prophet. his officers, leaders, and officials also went with

ancestors Literally, “fathers.” This means a person’s parentsyim. Then the king of Babylon captured
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from. X

7,500 pounds Or, 3,400kg. Literally, “100 talents (kikars).” Jehoiachin. This ,was durlng the e'thh year of
75 pounds  Or, 34kg. Literally, “1 talent (kikar)." Nebuchadnezzar's rule.
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13Nebuchadnezzar took from Jerusalem ¢in and out of the city Then he built a wall of
the treasures in the Lord’s temple* and all tFdirt around the city?Nebuchadnezzar's army
treasures in the king's house. Nebuchadnez:stayed around Jerusalem until Zedekiah's
cut up all the golden dishes that Solomon kireleventh year as king of Juda&The famine
of Israel had put in the Lord’s temple. Thiwas getting worse and worse in the city. By
happened just like the Lord said. the 9th day of the fourth month there was no

14Nebuchadnezzar captured all the peogmore food for the common people in the city.
of Jerusalem. He captured all the leaders a 4Nebuchadnezzar’s army finally broke
other wealthy people. He took 10,000 peopthrough the city wall. That night King
and made them prisoners. Nebuchadnez:Zedekiah and all his soldiers ran away. They
took all the skilled workers and craftsmerused thgsecref gate that went through the
No person was left, except the poorest of tidouble walls. It was by the king's garden. The
common people!SNebuchadnezzar tookenemy soldiers were all around the city, but
Jehoiachin to Babylon as a prisoneiZedekiah and his men escaped on the road tc
Nebuchadnezzar also took the king's mothethe desert:The Babylonian army chased King
his wives, officers, and the leading men (Zedekiah and caught him near Jericho. All of
the land. Nebuchadnezzar took them fro Zedekiah's soldiers left him and ran away.
Jerusalem to Babylon as prisone¥éThere  6The Babylonians took King Zedekiah to the
were 7,000 soldiers. Nebuchadnezzar took king of Babylon at Riblah. The Babylonians
of the soldiers and 1,000 of the skilleidecided to punish ZedekiafiThey killed
workers and craftsmen. All of these meZedekiah's sons in front of him. Then they put
were trained soldiers, ready for war. The kinout Zedekiah's eyes. They put chains on him
of Babylon took them to Babylon asand took him to Babylon.
prisoners.

Jerusalem Is Destroyed
King Zedekiah 8Nebuchadnezzar came to Jerusalem on the

17The king of Babylon made Mattaniah thi7th day of the fifth month of his nineteenth
new king. Mattaniah was Jehoiachin’s uncliyear as king of Babylon. The captain of
He changed his name to Zedekit#Zedekiah Nebuchadnezzar's best soldiers was
was 21 years old when he began to rule. INebuzaradan®Nebuzaradan burned the
ruled 11 years in Jerusalem. His motherLord’s temple,* the king's house, and all the
name was Hamutal daughter of Jeremiah frchouses in Jerusalem. He destroyed even the
Libnah. 19Zedekiah did the things the Lorclargest houses.
said were wrong. Zedekiah did all the san  10Then the Babylonian army that was with
things that Jehoiachin di@The Lord became Nebuzaradan pulled down the walls around
so angry at Jerusalem and Judah that he thiJerusalem1iNebuzaradan captured all the

them away. people that were still left in the city.
Nebuzaradan took all the people as prisoners,
Nebuchadnezzar Ends Zedekiah's Rule even the people who had tried to surrender.
Zedekiah rebelled and refused to obey ti12Nebuzaradan let only the poorest of the
king of Babylon. common people stay there. He let them stay

2 So Nebuchadnezzar, the king oso they could take care of the grapes and
Babylon, and all his army came to fighother crops.

against Jerusalem. This happened on the 1 13The Babylonian soldiers broke to pieces

day of the tenth month of Zedekiah's nintall the bronze things in the Lord’s temple.

year as king. Nebuchadnezzar put his arnThey broke the bronze columns, the bronze

around Jerusalento stop people from going carts, and the large bronze tank. Then they

took all of that bronze to Babylod4The

temple A special building for worshiping God. God commandeoBabyIonlans a,|50 tOOk the pots, the shovels,

the Jews to worship him at the temple in Jerusalem. the tools for trimming the lamps, the spoons,
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and all the bronze dishes that were used in

Gedaliah Governor of Judah

Lord’s temple.15Nebuzaradan took all the 22Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon left

firepans and bowls. He took all the thingsome people in the land of Judah. There was a
made of gold for the gold. And he took all thman named Gedaliah son of Ahikam son of

things made of silver for the silvek-17So,
Nebuzaradan took:
the 2 bronze columns (Each column was
about 27 feet* tall. The capitals* on
the columns were 4 1/2 feet* tall.

Shaphan. Nebuchadnezzar made Gedaliah
governor over those people in Judah.

23The army captains were Ishmael son of
Nethaniah, Johanan son of Kareah, Seraiah
son of Tanhumeth from Netophah, and

They were made from bronze and hai jaazaniah son of the Maachathite. These army
a design like a net and pomegranatescaptains and their men heard that the king of

Both columns had the same kind
of design.);

the large bronze tank*;

the carts that Solomon made for the
Lord's temple.

Babylon had made Gedaliah governor. So
they went to Mizpah to meet with Gedaliah.
24Gedaliah made promises to these officers
and their men. Gedaliah said to them, “Don't
be afraid of the Babylonian officers. Stay here

The bronze from these things was tcand serve the king of Babylon. Then

heavy to be weighed.

The People of Judah Taken as Prisoners

18 From the templgNebuzaradan took
Seraiah the high priest,
Zephaniah the second priest,
the three men who guarded

the entrance.

19And from the city, Nebuzaradan took

1 official who was in charge of the arm)

5 of the king's advisers* who were still
in the city,

1 secretary of the commander of the
army. He was in charge of countin
the common people and choosing
some of them to be soldiers.

60 people who just happened to be
in the city.

20-2IThen Nebuzaradan took all thes
people to the king of Babylon at Riblah in th
area of Hamath. The king of Babylon killer
them there at Riblah. And the people of Jud
were led away as prisoners from their land.

27 feet Literally, “18 cubits.”

capital(s) Decorated caps of stone or wood on top of columns.
4 1/2 feet Literally, “3 cubits.”

tank A very large basin for water.

king's advisers Literally, “men that saw the king’s face.”

everything will be all right with you.”

25shmael son of Nethaniah son of Elishama
was from the king’s family. In the seventh
month Ishmael and ten of his men attacked
Gedaliah and killed all the Jews and
Babylonians that were with Gedaliah at
Mizpah. 26Then the army officers and all the
people ran away to Egypt. Everyone, from the
least important to the most important, ran away
because they were afraid of the Babylonians.

2 ater, Evil Merodach became the king of
Babylon. He let Jehoiachin king of Judah out of
prison. This happened in the 37th year after
Jehoiachin was captured. This was on the 27th
day of the twelfth month from the time that Evil
Merodach began to rulédEvil Merodach was
kind to Jehoiachin. He gave Jehoiachin a more
important place to sit than the other kings that
were with him in Babylore%Evil Merodach let
Jehoiachin stop wearing prison clothes. And
Jehoiachin ate at the same table with Evil
Merodach, every day for the rest of his life.
30So King Evil Merodach gave Jehoiachin
every meal, every day, for the rest of his life.



