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Ezra

Cyrus Helps the Prisoners Return them silver, gold, cows, and other expensive

During the first year* that Cyrus was kincthings. Their neighbors freely gave them all those
of Persia, the Lord encouraged Cyrus ithings.7Also, King Cyrus brought out the things

make an announcement. Cyrus put ththat belonged in the Lord’s temple.
announcement in writing and had it reaNebuchadnezzar had taken those things away

every p|ace in his kingdom. This happened :from Jerusalem. Nebuchadnezzar had pUt those

that the Lord’s message that was Spomthings in his temple where he kept his false gods.
through Jeremiah* would truly happen. Thi 8Cyrus king of Persia told the man that keeps his

i : money to bring those things out. That man’s name
s the announcem.ent. _ was |\>//Iithredgth. So Mitﬁredath brought those
2From Cyrus king of Persia: things out to Sheshbazzar,* the leader of Judah.

The Lord, the God of heaven, gave all M.gg hczjsehtkglngs ;‘rom the Lord's temple that

the kingdoms on earth to me. And the ithredath brought out

Lord chose me to build a temple for him gold dishes 30

at Jerusalem in the country of Judah. silver dishes 1,000
3The Lord is the God of Israel, the God knives and pans 29
that is in Jerusalem. If any of God's 10 gold bowls 30
people are living among you, then | pray silver bowls like the gold bowls 410
God will bless them. You must let them other dishes 1,000

go to Jerusalem in the country of Judah.
You must let them go build the Lord’'s
temple.4And so in any place where there

LIAll together, there were 5,400 things
made from gold and silver. Sheshbazzar*
brought all these things with him when the

might be survivors* of Israel, the menin -
that place must support those survivors. gélrigglfarrﬁ left Babylon and went back to

Give tho_se people silver, g_old, cows, and
other things. Give them gifts for God's  The st of the Prisoners That Returned

temple in Jerusalem. These are the people of the province that

5S0 the family leaders from the family group&=came back from captivity. In the past,
of Judah and Benjamin prepared to go up Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took these
Jerusalem. They were going to Jerusalem to bupeople as prisoners to Babylon. These people
the Lord's temple. Also, every person that Geccame back to Jerusalem and Judah. Each
had encouraged got ready to go to Jerus&kdn. person went back to his own tovdThese are

their neighbors gave them many gifts. They gathe people who returned with Zerubbabel:*
Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah,

first year Thatis, 53&.c.
Lord's message ... Jeremiah See Jer. 25:12-14. Sheshbazzar This is probably the man named Zerubbabel, a
survivors - People who escaped some disaster. Here this mei  name that means “Stranger in Babylon,” or “He left Babylon.”
the Jewish people who survived the destruction of Judah 8  Sheshbazzar is probably his Aramaic name.
Israel by its enemy armies. Zerubbabel He is also called Sheshbazzar.
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Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum 39 the descendants of Harim
and Baanah. This is the list of names al
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1,017

numbers of men from Israel that came back: -_1hese are the people from the family group

w

10
11
12
13
14

of Levi:

The descendants of Parosh 2,172 The descendants of Jeshua and
the descendants of Shephatiah 372 Kadmiel through the family
the descendants of Arah 775 of Hodaviah 74
the descendants of Pahath Moab of HTh he si )

the family of Jeshua ese are the singers:

and Joab 2812 The descendants of Asaph 128
the descendants of Elam 1,254 42These are the descendants of the temple
the descendants of Zattu 945 gatekeepers:
{Ee gescenganis o]{ éaccal gfg The descendants of Shallum, Ater,

€ aescenaants or bani Talmon, Akkub, Hatita,
the descendants of Bebai 623 and Shobai 139
the descendants of Azgad 1,222 .
the descendants of Adonikam 666 “3These are the descendants of the special

the descendants of Bigvai 2,056

15 the descendants of Adin 454
16 the descendants of Ater through

the family of Hezekiah 98
17 the descendants of Bezai 323
18  the descendants of Jorah 112
19 the descendants of Hashum 223
20 the descendants of Gibbar 95
21 from the town of Bethlehem 123
22 from the town of Netophah 56
23 from the town of Anathoth 128
24 from the town of Azmaveth 42
25 from the towns of Kiriath Jearim,

Kephirah, and Beeroth 743
26 from the towns of Ramah

and Geba 621
21 from the town of Micmash 122
28 from the towns of Bethel

and Ai 223
29 from the town of Nebo 52
30 from the town of Magbish 156
31 from the other town named

Elam 1,254
32 from the town of Harim 320
33 from the towns of Lod, Hadid,

and Ono 725
34 from the town of Jericho 345
35 from the town of Senaah 3,630

36These are the priests:
the descendants of Jedaiah

through the family of Jeshua 973

37 the descendants of Immer 1,052

38

the descendants of Pashhur

temple servants:

Ziha, Hasupha, Tabbaoth,
44 Keros, Siaha, Padon,
45 Lebanah, Hagabah, Akkub,
46 Hagab, Shalmai, Hanan,
47 Giddel, Gahar, Reaiah,
48 Rezin, Nekoda, Gazzam,
49 Uzza, Paseah, Besai,
0 Asnah, Meunim, Nephussim,
51 Bakbuk, Hakupha, Harhur,
52 Bazluth, Mehida, Harsha,
53 Barkos, Sisera, Temah,
54 Neziah, and Hatipha.

55These are the descendants of Solomon’s
servants:
Sotai, Hassophereth, Peruda,
56 Jaala, Darkon, Giddel,
57 Shephatiah, Hattil, Pokereth Hazzebaim,

and Ami
%8 The temple servants and descendants
of Solomon’s servants 392

59Some people came to Jerusalem from these
towns of Tel Melah, Tel Harsha, Kerub,
Addon, and Immer. But these people could
not prove that their families were from the
family of Israel:
60 The descendants of Delaiah,
Tobiah, and Nekoda 652

61From the family of priests there were the
descendants of:
Hobaiah, Hakkoz, and Barzillai (If a

1,247 man married a daughter of Barzillai from
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Gilead, that man was counted as a built the altar of the God of Israel. Those
descendant of Barzillai.) people built the altar of the God of Israel so
they could offer sacrifices on it. They built it
just like it says in the Law of Moses. Moses
was God'’s special servant.

3Those people were afraid of the other

62These people searched for their famil
histories, but they could not find them. The
names were not included in the list of priest
They could not prove that their ancestors we L e
prie}éts, S0 theg could not serve as IorieS.people living near them. But that didn’t stop

them. They built the altar on its old
63The governor ordered these people not , . .
eat any of the holy food. They could not o.foundation and offered burnt offerings on it to

any of this food until there was a priest wh{e Lord. They offered those sacrifices in the
could use the Urim and Thummim* to asMorning and in the eveningrhen they
God what to do. celebrated the Festival of Shelters* just like
64-63AI| together, there were 42,360 peoplthe Law of Moseg said. They offered the
in the group that came back. This is n¢/ight number of burnt offerings for each day
counting their 7,337 men and wome Of the festival>After that, they began offering
servants. They also had 200 men and womthe continual burnt offerings each day, the
singers with themg6-6They had 736 horses,offerings for the New Moon, and for all the
245 mules, 435 camels, and 6,720 donkeys. Other festivals and holidays that were
68That group arrived at the Lord’s templccommanded by the Lord. The people also
in Jerusalem. Then the family leaders gabegan giving any other gifts they wanted to
their gifts for building the Lord’s temple. give to the Lord$So, on the first day of the
They would build the new temple in the sarrseventh month,* these people of Israel again
place as the temple that was destroyebegan offering sacrifices to the Lord. This
69Those people gave as much as they wewas done even though the temple had not
able. These are the things those people gibeen built again.
for building the temple: 1,100 pounds* o
gold, 3 tons* of silver, and 100 coats the Rebuilding the Temple
priests wear. Then those people who had come back
0S0 the priests, Levites, and some of ttfrom captivity gave money to the stonecutters
other people moved to Jerusalem and the aand carpenters. And those people gave food,
around it. This group included theemplg  wine, and olive oil. They used these things to
singers, gatekeepers, and the temple servapay the people of Tyre and Sidon to bring
The other p80p|e of Israel settled in their OWcedar |Ogs from Lebanon. Those peop|e
home towns. wanted to bring the logs in ships to the sea
. coast town of Joppa liké&olomon did when
Rebuliding the Atar ) he builf the first temple.%yrus king of Persia
So, by the seventh month,* the people (gaye permission for them to do these things.
Israel had moved back to their own hom™ g5 i the second month* of the second
towns. At that time, all the people meyeqr after their arrival at the temple in
together in Jerusalem. They were all united jerysalem, Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and
one peoplezThen Jeshua son of Jozadak ar jeshya son of Jozadak began the work. Their
the priests with him, along with Zerubbabepoihers the priests, Levites, and every person
son of Shealtiel, and the people with hiMhat came back to Jerusalem from captivity,

began working with them. They chose Levites
Urim and Thummim  Special stones that the High Priest wore
in the judgement pouch. They were used to get decisions frc

God. See Ex. 28:30. Festival of Shelters A festival in the seventh month to give
1,100 pounds Or, about 500kg. Literally, “61,000 drachmas.” thanks for the harvest. It continued for seven days. See
3tons Or, 3,000kg. Literally, “5,000 minas.” Ex. 23:16; Lev. 23:34-36, 43.

seventh month This was September-October, 588. second month That is, April-May, 53@&.c.
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that were 20 years old and older to be tlis the God of Israel. This is what King Cyrus,
leaders in the building of the Lord’s templethe king of Persia, commanded us to do.”
These were the men who supervised the we 4 This made those people angro those

of building the Lord's temple: Jeshua and hpeople started bothering the Jews. They tried
sons, Kadmiel and his sons (the descendantto discourage them and stop them from
\]Udah), the sons of Henadad and their broth(bu”ding the temp|e5Those enemies hired

;oungati_on for th]? '.-Ohrd’;' t?]mple.. When th peqple of Judah. Those officials constantly
oundation was finished, the priests put Cqiq things to stop the Jews’ plans to build the

their priests’ clothing. Then they got theiye oo “This continued the whole time that
E@Jnpra?;S'Tﬁgs ;“etosookntshgifr 'SE%%Z ?OOtpﬁgﬁCyrus was the king of Persia until Darius
' “became the king of Persia.

the Lord. This was done the way David, kin 6Those enemies even wrote letters to the

of Israel, ordered in the pasdtThey sang the . . ol
response songsSongs of Praisand Praise king of Persia trying to stop the Jews. They
wrote a letter the year that Xerxes* became

the Lord Because He is Good. His True Lo _ _
Continues ForeverAnd then all the peoplethe king of Persia.
cheered—they gave a loud shout and prais

the Lord. They did this because the foundati _Enemies Against Rebuilding Jerusalem
of the Lord’s temple had been laid. ’And later, at the time Artaxerxes* became

12But many of the older priests, Levites, arthe new king of Persia, some of those men
family leaders cried. Why? Because those olcwrote another letter complaining about the
people had seen the first templgnd they Jews. The men who wrote the letter were:
remembered how beautiful it wa3hey cried Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel, and the other
out loud when they saw the new temple. Thipeople in their group. They wrote the letter to
cried while many of the other people werKing Artaxerxes in Aramaic* using the
happy and shouting3The sound could be Aramaic way of writing.
heard far away. All those people made somL &« Then Rehum the commanding officer
noise that no person could tell the differeniang Shimshai the secretary wrote a letter
between the shouts of joy and the crying.  against the people of Jerusalem. They wrote
the letter to Artaxerxes* the king. This is what

Enemies Against Rebuiding the Templ
nemies Against Rebuilding the Temple they wrote:

41—2Many people living in the area were
against the people of Judah and Benjami
Those enemies heard that the people that
come from captivity were building a temple fo
the Lord God of Israel. So those enemies car
to Zerubbabel and to the family leaders ar
said, “Let us help you build. We are the sarr
as you, we ask your God for help. We hav
offered sacrifices to your God since the tim
Esarhaddon king of Assyria brought us here.”

3But Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the oth
family leaders of Israel answered, “No, yo
people can't help us build a temple for our Go

9From Rehum the commanding officer
and Shimshai the secretary, and from the
judges and important officials over the
men from Tripolis, Persia, Erech, and
Babylon, and from the Elamite people
from Susal%nd from the other people
that the great and powerful Ashurbanipal
moved to the city of Samaria and other
places in the country west of the
Euphrates River.

Only we can build the temple for the Lord. HXerxes King of Persia about 485-4@5c.

Artaxerxes King of Persia about 465-424c. He was the son

of Xerxes.

response songs Songs where one group (Levites) sang one p:Aramaic  The official language of the Babylonian empire.

and the other group (the people) responded with another p
Here these are probably Psalms 111-118 and Psalm 136.

Verse 8 Here the original language changes from Hebrew to
Aramaic.
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11This is the copy of the letter sent to
King Artaxerxes:*

From your servants living in the area
west of the Euphrates River.

1King Artaxerxes, we wish to inform
you that the Jews you sent away from
you have come here. Those Jews are
now trying to build that city again.
Jerusalem is a bad city. The people in
that city have always rebelled against
other kings. Now those Jews are fixing
the foundations and building the walls.*

13Also, King Artaxerxes, you should
know that if Jerusalem and its walls are
built again, the people of Jerusalem will
stop paying their taxes. They will stop
sending money to honor you. They also
will stop paying duty taxes. And the king
will lose all that money.

14Ve have a responsibility to the king.
We don’t want to see those things
happen. So we are sending this letter to
inform the king.

15King Artaxerxes, we suggest that
you search the writings of the kings that
ruled before you. You will see in those
writings that Jerusalem always rebelled
against other kings. It has caused much
trouble for other kings and nations.
Many rebellions have started in this city
since ancient times! That is why
Jerusalem was destroyed!

16King Artaxerxes, we wish to inform
you that if this city and its walls are built
again, you will lose control of the area
west of the Euphrates River.

1TThen King Artaxerxes* sent this answer:

To Rehum the commanding officer,
Shimshai the secretary, and all the
people with them living in Samaria and
other places west of the Euphrates River.

King Artaxerxes King of Persia about 465-424c. He was the

son of Xerxes.

building the walls This was a way of protecting a city, but

EZRA 4:11-5:3

Greetings.

18The letter you sent us has been
translated and read to m#l gave an
order for the writings of the kings before
me to be searched. The writings were
read, and we found out that Jerusalem
has a long history of rebellion against
kings. Jerusalem has been a place where
rebellion and revolt has happened often.
20Jerusalem has had powerful kings
ruling over it and over the whole area
west of the Euphrates River. Taxes and
money to honor kings, and duty taxes
have been paid to those kings.

2INow, you must give an order for
those men to stop work. That order must
be given to keep Jerusalem from being
built again until | say s0?2Be careful
not to overlook this business. We should
not let the building of Jerusalem
continue. If that work continues, | will
not get any more money from Jerusalem.

2350 a copy of the letter that King
Artaxerxes sent was read to Rehum, Shimshai
the secretary, and the people with them. They
went very quickly to the Jews in Jerusalem
and forced the Jews to stop building.

The Work on the Temple Stopped

2450 the work stopped on God's temple* in
Jerusalem. The work did not continue until
Darius’ second year* as king of Persia.

At that time, the prophets Haggai* and

Zechariah son of Iddo* began to prophesy*
in the name of God. They encouraged the Jews
in Judah and Jerusale#so Zerubbabel son of
Shealtiel and Jeshua son of Jozadak again
started working on the temple in Jerusalem.
All of God’s prophets were with them and
were supporting the worl@At that time
Tattenai was the governor of the area west of

worked stopped ... temple Here this refers to the time of
Xerxes, when work on the temple was stopped, not to the time
of Artaxerxes, when work on the walls around Jerusalem was
stopped.

Darius' second year Thatis, 52@.c.

Haggai See Haggai 1:1.

these men wanted the king to think that the Jews we Zechariah son of I[ddo See Zechariah 1:1.

preparing to rebel against the king.

prophesy To speak for God.



EZRA 5:4-6:3 554

the Euphrates River. Tattenai, Sheth
Bozenai, and the men with them went 1
Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the others that w
building. Tattenai and the people with hir
asked Zerubbabel and the people with hil
“Who gave you permission to build this templ
again and fix it like new?4They also asked
Zerubbabel, “What are the names of the m
who are working on this building?”

5But God was watching over the Jewis
leaders. The builders didn’t have to stc
working until a report could be sent to Kin
Darius. They continued working until the kin
sent his answer back.

6Tattenai the governor of the area west
the Euphrates River, Shethar Bozenai, and-
important people with them sent a letter |
King Darius.’This is a copy of that letter:

To King Darius, greetings

8King Darius, you should know that we
went to the province of Judah. We went to
the temple of the great God. The people in
Judah are building that temple with large
stones. They are putting big wooden
timbers in the walls. The work is being
done with much care and the people of
Judah are working very hard. They are
building very fast; it will soon be done.

9We asked their leaders some questions
about the work they are doing. We asked
them, “Who gave you permission to build

be built again14And Cyrus brought out
from his false god’'s temple in Babylon
the gold and silver things that were taken
from God’s temple in the past.
Nebuchadnezzar took those things from
the temple in Jerusalem and brought them
to his false god’s temple in Babylon.
Then King Cyrus gave those gold and
silver things to Sheshbazzar.* Cyrus
chose Sheshbazzar to be governor.”

15Then Cyrus said to Sheshbazzar,*
“Take these gold and silver things and put
them back in the temple in Jerusalem.
Build again God's temple in the same
place it was in the past.”

16So Sheshbazzar came and built the
foundations of God's temple in Jerusalem.
From that day until now the work has
continued. But it is not yet finished.

1Now, if it pleases the king, please
search the official records of the king.
See if it is true that King Cyrus gave an
order to build again God’s temple in
Jerusalem. And then, sir, please send us
a letter to let us know what you have
decided to do about this.

The Order of Darius

So King Darius gave an order to search the
writings of the kings before him. Those

writings were kept in Babylon in the same

place the money was ke scroll* was
found in the fortress* of Ecbatana. Ecbatana
is in the province of Media. This is what was

this temple again and fix it like new?”
10We also asked for their names. We
wanted to write down the names of their

leaders so you would know who they are. Written on that scroll:

1This is the answer they gave us:

“We are the servants of the God of
heaven and earth. We are building again
the temple that a great king of Israel built
and finished many years agéBut our
ancestors made the God of heaven angry
So God gave our ancestors to
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon.

Official Note: 3During Cyrus’ first year as
king, Cyrus gave an order about the
temple of God in Jerusalem. The order
said:

Let the temple of God be built again.
It will be a place to offer sacrifices. Let
its foundations be built. The temple must

Nebuchadnezzar destroyed this temple, sheshbazzar This is probably the man named Zerubbabel, a

and he forced the people to go to Babylon
as prisonerst3But, in the first year that
Cyrus was king of Babylon, King Cyrus

name that means “Stranger in Babylon,” or “He left Babylon.”
Sheshbazzar is probably his Aramaic name.

scrolls A long roll of leather or papyrupépel used for writing

books, letters, and legal documents.

gave a special order for God's temple 10 fortress A building or city with tall, strong walls for protection.
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be 90 feet* high and 90 feet widkThe that person’s body. And his house will be
wall around it must have three rows of  destroyed until it is only a pile of rocks.
large stones and one row of hig wood 12God put his name there in Jerusalem.
timbers. The cost of building the temple  And | hope that God will defeat any king
must be paid for from the king's  or other person that tries to change this
treasury.5Also, the gold and silver order. If any person tries to destroy this

things from God's temple must be put  temple in Jerusalem, | hope God will
back in their places. Nebuchadnezzar destroy that person.

took those things from the temple in . R
Jerusalem and brought them to Babylon. | Darius, have ordered it. This order
They must be put back in God's temple. ~ Must be obeyed quickly and completely!

6Now then, I, Darius, order you  Completion and Dedication of the Temple
Tattenai, governor of the area west of the 13S0, Tattenai the governor of the area west
Euphrates River, and Shethar Bozenal, of the Euphrates River, Shethar Bozenai, and
and all the officials living in that  the men with them obeyed King Darius’
province, to stay away from Jerusalem. order, Those men obeyed the order quickly
"Don’t bother the workers. Don't try 10 41,4 completely14So the Jewish elders
stop the work on this temple of God. Let (jaaders)continued to build. And they were
the Jewish governor and the Jewish g ccessfyl as Haggai the prophet and
leaders build it again. Let them build 7¢:pariah son of Iddo encouraged them.
God's temple again in the same place it t,se neople finished building the temple.
Waf*?\lm thle past.h_ der. { do This was done to obey the command of the
thesgwthiglvg E‘olf t%reeJr'ew(i)ghmlléz deors God of Israel. It was also done to obey the

- g : orders that Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes, the
building God's temple: The cost of the kings of Persia, gavelsThe temple was
Eilﬁllg’jsmtgr]er;suus}; b%g”%gﬁég \f/\Ci(l)er(];an% finished on the third day of the month of

. A . :

from the taxes collected from the éﬁg{hgTS:rtiLYgis in the sixth year of the rule

provinces in the area west of the
Euphrates River. Do these things 16Then the people of Israel celebrated the

uickly, so the work will not stogGive  dedication* of God's temple with much
?hoseypeople anything they nee%. If they happiness. The priests, the Levites, and all the
need young bulis, rams, or male lambs Other people that came back from captivity
for sacrifices to the God of Heaven, give Joined inthe celebration. -~~~ =~
those things to them. If the priests of  1/This is the way they dedicated* God's

ail, then give those things to them every 400 male lambs. And they offered twelve male
day without fail. 10Give those things to  g0ats for all Israel for a sin offermg. That is
the Jewish priests so that they may offer one goat for each of the twelve family groups
sacrifices that please the God of Heaven. Of Israel.18Then they chose the priests in their
Give those things so that the priests may groups and the Levites in their groups to serve
pray for me and my sons. in God's temple in Jerusalem. They did these
11AIso, | give this order: If any person  things just like it says in thBook of Moses

changes this order, a wood beam must be

pulled from that person’s house. Thenthe tird ... Adar That is, February-March. Some ancient writers

wooden beam will be pushed through  have “23rd of Adar”
sixth ... Darius Thatis, 51%.c.
dedication, dedicated(d) To give something for a special use,
90 feet Or, 27m Literally, “60shor cubits.” or to honor it for a special reason.
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The Passover 4Meraioth was the son of Zerahiah. Zerahiah
19+ On the fourteenth day of the firsiwas the son of Uzzi. Uzzi was the son of
month,* those Jews that came back froBukki. 5Bukki was the son of Abishua.
captivity celebrated the PassoveRSThe Abishua was the son of Phinehas. Phinehas
priests and Levites made themselves puwas the son of Eleazar. Eleazar was the son of
They all made themselves clean and readyAaron the high priest.
celebrate the Passover. The Levites killed t 6Ezra came to Jerusalem from Babylon.
Passover lamb for all the Jews that came biEzra was a teacher.* He knew the Law of
from captivity. They did that for their brotherMoses very well. The Law of Moses was
the priests, and for themselvédSo all the given by the Lord, the God of Israel. King
people of Israel that came back from captivi Artaxerxes gave Ezra everything he asked for
ate the Passover meal. Other people waslbecause the Lord was with EzrgaMany
themselves and made themselves pure fripeople of Israel came with Ezydhose were
the unclean* things of the people living in thépriests, Levites, singers, gatekeepers, and
country. Those pure people also shared in itemple servants. Those people of Israel
Passover meal. Those people did this so trarrived in Jerusalem during the seventh year
could go to the Lord, the God of Israel, fcof King Artaxerxes.8Ezra arrived in
help. 22They celebrated the Festival oJerusalem in the fifth month* of the seventh
Unleavened Bread* with much joy for seveyear that Artaxerxes was kingEzra,and the
days. The Lord made them very hapggroup with him left Babylon on the first day
because he had changed the attitude of of the first month. He arrived in Jerusalem on
king of Assyria.* So the king of Assyria hatthe first day of the fifth month. The Lord God
helped them do the work on God's temple. was with Ezral0%Ezra gave all his time and
attention to studying and obeying the Law of
Ezra Comes to Jerusalem the Lord. Ezra wanted to teach the rules and
After these things,* during the rule o.commandments of the Lord to the people of
Artaxerxes* king of Persia, Ezra came tlsrael. And he also wanted to help the people
Jerusalem from Babylon. Ezra was the son follow those laws in Israel.
Seraiah. Seraiah was the son of Azaria
Azariah was the son of HilkialHilkiah was King Artaxerxes’ Letter to Ezra
the son of Shallum. Shallum was the son 11Ezra was a priest and teacher. He knew
Zadok. Zadok was the son of AhitAhitub mych about the commands and laws the Lord
was the son of Amariah. Amariah was the Sigave |srael. This is a copy of the letter King
of Azariah. Azariah was the son of Meraiotl Artaxerxes* gave to Ezra the teacher;

12 From King Artaxerxes,
Verse 19 Here, the original language changes from Aramaic

back to Hebrew. To Ezra the priest, a teacher of the Law

first month  That is, March-April, 51%.c. _ of the God of Heaven:
Passover Important holy day for Jews. They ate a special meal

on this day every year to remember that God freed them from Greetings!13l give this order: Any

slavery in Egypt in the time of Moses. . .
unclean Not pure or not acceptable for worship. See Lev. 11-15 Pe,rso_”’ prles_t, or Levite from Israel
for the laws about uncleanness. living in my kingdom that wants to go
Festival of Unleavened Bread Same as Passover Festival, the with Ezra to Jerusalem, may go.
most important holy day for Jews. On this day they ate -
special meal with bread that was made without yeast.
king of Assyria This probably means Darius, the king of Persigteacher Literally, “scribe.” This was a person that made copies
After these things There is a time period of 58 years betwee  of books. These men studied those books and became
Ezra 6 and Ezra 7. The story of Esther takes place at thistin  teachers.
Artaxerxes King of Persia about 465-42c. He was the son fifth month ~ This was July-August, 458c.
of Xerxes. Verse 12 The text changes from Hebrew to Aramaic here.
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14Ezra, | and my seven advisers send
you. You must go to Judah and
Jerusalem. See how your people are doing
in obeying the Law of your God. You
have that Law with you.

15 and my advisers are giving gold
and silver to the God of Israel. God lives
in Jerusalem. You must take this gold
and silver with you16You must also go
through all the provinces of Babylonia.
Collect the gifts from your people, from
the priests, and from the Levites. Those
gifts are for their God's temple in
Jerusalem.

17Use this money to buy bulls, rams,
and male lambs. Buy the grain offerings
and drink offerings that go with those
sacrifices. Then sacrifice them on the
altar in the temple of your God in
Jerusalemi8Then you and the other Jews
may spend the silver and gold left over
any way you want to. Use it in a way that
is pleasing to your GodTake all those
things to the God of Jerusalem. Those
things are for the worship in the temple
of your God.20And you may get any
other things that you need for the temple
of your God. Use the money in the king's
treasury to buy anything you need.

2INow I, King Artaxerxes, give this

order: | order all the men who keep the
king’s money in the area west of the
Euphrates River to give Ezra anything he
wants. Ezra is a priest and a teacher of
the Law of the God of Heaven. Do this
quickly and completely22Give this
much to Ezra: 3 3/4 tons* of silver, 600
bushels* of wheat, 600 gallons* of wine,
600 gallons of olive oil, and as much salt

EZRA 7:14-8:2

want God to be angry against my
kingdom or against my sons.

24| want, you men to know that it is
against the law to make the priests,
Levites, singers, gatekeepers, temple
servants, and other workers in God’s
temple pay taxes. Those people don't
have to pay taxes, money to honor the
king, or any duty taxessEzra, | give
you the authority to use the wisdom you
have from your God and choose civil
and religious judges. These men will be
judges for all the people living in the
area west of the Euphrates River. They
will judge all the people who know the
laws of your God. And if someone
doesn't know those laws, those judges
must teach him about those la@8Any
person that doesn't obey the law of your
God, or the law of the king, must be
punished. Depending on the crime, they
must be punished with death, or sent
away to another country, or their
property taken away, or put into prison.

Ezra Praises God

27 Blessed is the Lord,
the God of our ancestors.

God put the idea into the king's heart
to honor the Lord’s temple in
Jerusalem.

28 The Lord showed his true love to me
in front of the king, his advisers
and the king’s important officials.

The Lord God was with me,
so | was brave.

| gathered together the leaders of Israel
to go with me to Jerusalem.

List of Leaders Returning With Ezra

as Ezra wantg3Anything that the God These are the names of the family leaders
of Heaven has ordered for Ezra to get, UJand the other people that came with me
you must give to Ezra quickly and (Ezra)to Jerusalem from Babylon. We came
completely. Do those things for the to Jerusalem during the rule of King
temple of the God of Heaven. We don't Artaxerxes. Here is the list of namégrom

the descendants of Phinehas, was Gershom

. , from the descendants of Ithamar, was Daniel;
33/4tons Or, 3,400kg. Literally, “100 talents (kikars).”
600 bushels Or, 22,000 I. Literally, “100 cors.”

600 gallons Or, 2,200 I. Literally, “100 baths.” Verse 27  The text changes from Aramaic to Hebrew here.
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from the descendants of David, was Hattus 19 Hashabiah and Jeshaiah from the

3from the descendants of Shecaniah, were descendants of Merari (They also sent
descendants of Parosh, Zechariah, and ] their brothers and nephews. In all
other men;4rom the descendants of Pahal there were 20 men from that family.);
Moab, were Eliehoenai son of Zerahiah, ar 20 220 of the temple workers (Their

200 other men3from the descendants o ancestors were the people David and
Zattu, were Shecaniah son of Jahaziel, a the important officials had chosen to
300 other men§from the descendants o help the Levites. The names of all
Adin, were Ebed son of Jonathan, and * those men were written on the list.).

other men;’from the descendants of Elan  211nere near the Ahava River.(Ezra
were Jeshaiah son of Athaliah, and 70 otf 5y ounced that we a||VShOL|J\|/d f’gs%.* )\Ne

men; &from the descendants of Shephatiagpoy|d fast to make ourselves humble before
were Zebadiah son of Michael, and 80 othyy God. We wanted to ask God for a safe trip
men; %from the descendants of Joab, We for oyrselves, our children, and for all the
Obadiah son of Jehiel, and 218 other methings we owned?2 was embarrassed to ask
10from the descendants of Bani, Werking Artaxerxes for soldiers and horsemen to
Shelomith son of Josiphiah, and 160 othprotect us as we traveled. There were enemies
men; Lfrom the descendants of Bebai, Welon the road. The reason | was embarrassed to
Zechariah son of Bebai, and 28 other meask for protection was because of what we
%from the descendants of Azgad, welhad told the king. We had said to King
Johanan son of Hakkatan, and 110 other mArtaxerxes, “Our God is with every person
L¥rom the last of the descendants cthat trusts him. But God is very angry with
Adonikam were Eliphelet, Jeuel, Shemaiaevery person that turns away from hirésSo
and 60 other merk4rom the descendants owe fasted and prayed to our God about our
Bigvai, were Uthai, Zaccur, and 70 other meitrip. He answered our prayers.
24Then | chose twelve of the priests that
The Return to Jerusalem were leaders. | chose Sherebiah, Hashabiah,
19, (Ezra) called all those people to meeand ten of their brotherg5l weighed the

together at the river that flows toward Ahavssilver, gold, and the other things that were
We camped at that place for three daysgiven for God's temple. | gave those things to
learned there were priests in that group, kthe twelve priests | had chosen. King
there were no Levitest6So | called these Artaxerxes, his advisers, his important
leaders: Eliezer, Ariel, Shemaiah, Elnathaofficials, and all the people of Israel in
Jarib, Elnathan, Nathan, Zechariah, arBabylon gave those things for God's temple.
Meshullam. And | called Joiarib and Elnathai?l weighed all these things. There were 25
(These men were teachers])sent those mentons* of silver. There were also 3 3/4 tons* of
to lddo. Iddo is the leader at the town cSilver dishes and things. There were 3 3/4
Casiphia. | told those men what to say to Iditons of gold.27And | gave them 20 gold
and his relatives. His relatives are the temgbowls. The bowls weighed about 19 pounds.*
workers in Casiphia. | sent those men to IdAnd | gave them two beautiful dishes made

so that Iddo m|ght send us workers to serve from pO”ShEd bronze that were as valuable as
God's temple 18Because God was with usgold. 28Then | said to those twelve priests:

Iddo’s relatives sent these men to us: “You and these things are holy to the Lord.

Sherebiah, a wise man from the People gave this silver and gold to the Lord,
descendants of Mahli (Mahli was one

of Levi's sons. Levi was one of fast To stop eating food for a special time of prayer and

| i worship to God.
Isrgeg S tshons. -lrheﬁ tar:SO sent hlf850n8 25tons 22,100kg. Literally, “650 talents.”
ana brotners. In all there Were 1o Mels 1 1005 or, 3,400kg. Literally, “100 talents.”

from that family); 19 pounds Or, about 8.5kg. Literally, *1,000 darics.”
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the God of your ancestorg?So guard these the very bad things done by the Canaanite
things carefully. You are responsible for therpeople, the Hittite people, the Perizzite people,
until you give them to the temple leaders ithe Jebusite people, the Ammonite people, the
Jerusalem. You will give them to the leadinMoabite people, the people from Egypt, and
Levites and the family leaders of Israel. Thethe Amorite peopleZThe people of Israel have
will weigh those things and put them in thmarried the people living around us. The
rooms of the Lord’s temple in Jerusalem.  people of Israel are supposed to be special.
30So the priests and Levites accepted tIBut now they are mixed with the other people
silver, gold, and special things that Ezra heliving around them. The leaders and important

weighed and given to them. They were told 0fficials of the people of Israel have set a bad
take those things to God’s temple iiexample in this thing.3When | heard about
Jerusalem. this, | tore my robe and my cqé show | was

310n the twelfth day of the first month* weupset. | pulled hair from my head and beard. |
left the Ahava River and started towarSat down, shocked and upséthen every
Jerusalem. God was with us, and he proteciperson that respected God's Law shook with
us from enemies and robbers along the wefear. They were afraid because the people of
32Then we arrived in Jerusalem. We reste/Srael that came back from captivity were not
there for three day$30n the fourth day, we faithful to God. | was shocked and upset. | sat
went to the temple and weighed the silvethere until the evening sacrifice. And those
gold, and special things. We gave those thin peé)ple gathered around me. .
to Meremoth son of Uriah the priest. Eleaz: Then, when it was time for the evening
son of Phinehas was with Meremoth. And trSacrifice, | got up. | had made myself look
Levites, Jozabad son of Jeshua and Noad shameful while | was sitting there. My robe
son of Binnui, were with them alsg4we and coat were tom, and | fell on my knees
counted and weighed everything. Then wWIth my hands spread out to the Lord my

wrote down the total weight at that time. Gol\ﬂﬁgh%nll prrna%/ed thiﬁ ;r)]:a)éer:n d embarrassed
35Then the Jewish people that came ba, Y, 200, ! am 100 ashamed and embarrasse

from captivity offered burnt offerings to theg)r éo?]if aﬁgfgh;grgﬁfﬁ”;?jds bgcl?fseuﬁ‘t”higs

God of Israel. They offered twelve bulls fo reach e% all the wav up 1o the heavge?\Ne

all Israel, 96 rams, 77 male lambs, and twel\h b i fy P s from th

male goats for a sin offering. Al this was i 1ve Pcon GUITy Of Marly, marly Sins trom fhe

burnt offering to the Lord days of our ancestors until now. We sinned so
36Then those people Qave the letter fro0Y" kings and priests were punished. Foreign

: kings attacked us and took our people away.
King Artaxerxes to the royal satragieaders) e kings took away our wealth and made us
and to the governors of the area west of |

Euphrates River. Then those leaders gaashamed. tis the same even today.

) 8But now, finally, you have been kind to
their support to the people of Israel and to ;s "vou have let a few of us escape captivity

temple. and come to live in this holy place. Lord, you
, , ave us new life and relief from our slavery.
Marrlage§ to Non-Jewish People . gYes, we were slaves, but you would not I)(/et
Aiter we finished all these things, the,s e slaves forever. You were kind to us.
leaders of the people of Israel came 10 Myoy made the kings of Persia be kind to us.
They said, “Ezra, the people of Israel have nyqyr temple was ruined. But you gave us new
kept themselves separate from the othjite s we can build your temple again and fix
people living around us. And the priests arit jike new. God, you helped us build a wall to
the Levites have not kept themselves separéprotect Judah and Jerusalem.
The people of Israel are being influenced k' 10Now, God, what can we say to you? We
have stopped obeying you agaiGod, you
first month  That is, March-April, 458.c. used your servants, the prophets, and gave
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those commands to us. You said: “The laryour responsibility, but we will support you.
you are going to live in and own is a ruineSo be brave and do it.”
land. It has been ruined by the very bad thin  5So Ezra got up. He made the leading
the people living there have done. Thospriests, the Levites, and all the people of
people have done very bad things in evelsrael promise to do what he sa@hen Ezra
place in this land. They have made this laiwent away from the front of God's house.
dirty with their sins.12So, people of Israel, Ezra went to the room of Jehohanan son of
don't let your children marry their children Eliashib. While Ezra was there, he didn't eat
Don't join those people! Don't want the thing food, and he didn't drink water. He did that
they have! Obey my commands so you will thecause he was still very sad. He was very
strong and enjoy the good things of the lansad about the people of Israel that came back
And then you can keep this land and give it to Jerusalem?Then he sent a message to
your children.” - every place in Judah and Jerusalem. The
13The bad things that happened to us ¢message told all the Jewish people that had
our own fault. We have done evil things, arcome back from captivity to meet together in
we have much guilt. But you, our God, havjerysalem8Any person that didn't come to
punished us much less than we should hé jerysalem in three days would have to give up
been. We have done many terrible sins, aa|| his property. The important officials and
we should have been punished worse. Ahe eldergleaders)made that decision. And
you have oven let some of our people €SCéthat person could no longer be a member of
captivity. 1450 we know that we must N0 e groyp of people where he was living.
break your commands. We must not mar 950, in three days all the men from the
those people. Those people do very bigynijies of Judah and Benjamin gathered in
things. God, if we continue to marry those b jorsalem. And on the twentieth day of the
pheople, Wﬁj kbnow you wil ]gestrog us! Tt|1e ninth month,* all the people met together in the
}sreargl \Il(\;?tualivee no person from the people e yard. They were very upset because of
15 ord. God of Israel. vou are good! An(the reason for the meeting and because of the
e , you are good: heavy rain.10Then Ezra the priest stood and
you S"[I|| have let some of us live. Yes, we 8.caid 1o those people, “You people have not
gﬁgtalldpﬁr:edatl)lgt\j\?eudsﬁoo;tggé ?#'#bﬂtogf nguof Ybeen faithful to God. You have married foreign
YOU- \yomen. You have made Israel more guilty by
The People Confess Their Sin doing that1INow, you people must confess to

1 O,Evzra was praying and confessing. l_t(g]edl_orfd that you hazle sin\r(led. ThetLo[)d is tttTe
as crying and bowing down in front o 20G Of Your ancestors. You must obey he

God's temple. While Ezra was doing that Lord’s command. Separate yourselves from the
large group of the people of Israel—meiP€0PI€ living around you and from your
women, and children—gathered around hirfOreign ives.

i 12Then the whole group that met together
gTThk?eSr? gﬁg?ﬁi\gﬁ rsoﬁli? gg:ir;? \(/)?]ré/ Qfatr‘answered Ezra. They said with a loud voice:

descendants of Elam, spoke to Ezr Ezra, you are right! We must do the things
Shecaniah said, “We have not been faithful YOU Say.13But there are many people here.
our God. We have married the people livinAnd it is the rainy time of year, so we can't
around us. But, even though we have do stay outside. This problem can't be sqlved in
this, there is still hope for IsraéiNow let us @ day or two because we have sinned in a very
make an agreement before our God to sePad way.14Let our leaders decide for the
away all those women and their children. WWhole group meeting here. Then let every
will do that to follow the advice of Ezra an(Person in our towns that married a foreign
the people who respect the laws of our Gc

We will obey God's law4Get up Ezra, this is ninthmonth That s, November-December.
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woman come here to Jerusalem at a planr  Among the gatekeepers, these are the men
time. Let them come here with the elderwho had married foreign women: Shallum,
(leaders)and judges of their towns. Then GoiTelem, and Uri.
will stop being angry at us.” 2Among the people of Israel, these men
150nly a few men were against this planmarried foreign women:
They were Jonathan son of Asahel and Jahzel  From the descendants of Parosh, these
son of Tikvah. Meshullam and Shabbethai thmen: Ramiah, Izziah, Malkijah, Mijamin,
Levite also were against that plan. Elggzar, Malkijah, and Benaiah.
1650 the people of Israel that came back _ 2°From the descendants of Elam, these
Jerusalem agreed to accept that plan. Ezra Snen. Mtﬁttandlaé]l',' Zhechanah, Jehiel, Abdi,
priest chose men that were family leaders, t~€remot. and tljan.

, 27From the descendants of Zattu, these
chose one man from each family group. Eay,o. Flioenai Eliashib. Mattaniah, Jeremoth,
man was chosen by name. On the first day

Zabad, and Aziza.
the tenth month* those men that were chos  28r10m the descendants of Bebai. these

sat down to study each of the caséand by men: jehohanan, Hananiah, Zabbai, and
the first day of the first month,* they finishe(ath|ai.

discussing all the men who had marrie  29rrom the descendants of Bani, these men:

foreign women. Meshullam, Malluch, Adaiah, Jashub, Sheal,
. . . and Jeremoth.
List of Men Who Married Foreign Women 30From the descendants of Pahath Moab,

18These are the names of the descendathese men: Adna, Kelal, Benaiah, Maaseiah,
of the priests that married foreign women:  Mattaniah, Bezalel, Binnui, and Manasseh.

From the descendants of Jeshua son 31From the descendants of Harim, these
Jozadak, and Jeshua’s brothers, these mmen: Eliezer, Ishijah, Malkijah, Shemaiah,
Maaseiah, Eliezer, Jarib, and Gedali##all Shimeon, 32Benjamin, Malluch, and

those promised to divorce their wives. An Shemariah.
then each one of them offered a ram from t  33From the descendants of Hashum, these

flock for a guilt offering. They did that Men: Mattenai, Mattattah, Zabad, Eliphelet,
because of their guil. Jeremai, Manasseh, and Shimei.

20From the descendants of Immer, thes >*From the descendants of Bani, these men:
men: Hanani and Zebadiah. ’ Maadai, Amram, Uel35Benaiah, Bedeiah,

21From the descendants of Harim, thesKelum' *%aniah, Meremoth, Eliashib,

. - " , , 3"Mattaniah, Mattenai, and Jaasu.
menérl:/laaselah, Eljah, Shemaiah, Jeniel, a 38From the descendants of Binnui, these
zziah.

fiptiuedts : ;
22From the descendants of Pashhur, the%ﬁﬂnécigg]eegéisgﬂgrsnﬁ:?’ gﬁ;ﬁgﬂg\gdraah’

men: Elioenai, Maaseiah, Ishmael, Nethantgnelemian. Shemaria#?Shallum. Amariah

Jozabad, and Elasah. and Joseph. ’ ’ ’
23Among the Levites, these are the me  43rrom the descendants of Nebo, these

who married foreign women: Jozabacmen: Jeiel, Mattithiah, Zabad, Zebina, Jaddai,

Shimei, Kelaiah (he is also called Kelita)Joel, and Benaiah.

Pethahiah, Judah, and Eliezer. 44A1l of those men had married foreign
24Among the singers, this is the man whwomen. And some of them had children with

had married a foreign woman: Eliashib. those wives.

tenth month  That is, December-January.
first month  That is, March-April.



