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Ezekiel

INTRODUCTION 10Each animal had four face$n the front

11_3| am the priest, Ezekiel son of Buzzi, they each had a man’s face. On the right side
was in exile* by the Kebar Canal inthere was a lion’s face. On the left side there
Babylonia when the skies opened up and | séas a bull's face. And on the back there was
visions* of God. This was on the fifth day o:an eagle’s facel'The wings of the animals
the fourth montt{July) of the thirtieth year.* ~ were spread out over them. With two of the
During King Jehoiachin’s fifth year in wings each animal reached out to touch the

exile,* on the fifth day of the month, the worc@nimals near it and with the other two wings
of the Lord came to Ezekiel. The Lord’<it covered its body2Each animal went in the

power came on him at that place. direction it was looking. They went wherever
_ the wind* caused them to go. But they did not
The Chariot of the Lord—God's Throne turn when they moved3That is what the

4 (Ezekiel)saw a big storm coming from animals looked like.
the north. It was a big cloud with a stron( Inside the area between the animals, there
wind, and there was fire flashing from it was something that looked like burning coals
Light was shining out all around it. It lookecof fire. This fire was like small torches that
like hot metal* glowing in a firedInside the kept moving around among the animals. The
cloud, there were four animals that lookefire glowed brightly and lightning flashed
like people.6But each animal had four facesfrom it! 14The animals ran back and forth—
and four wings./Their legs were straight. fast like lightning!*
Their feet looked like cow's feet. And they 15-19 was |00king at the animals when |
sparkled like polished bras8Under their noticed four wheels that touched the ground.
wings were human arms. There were fotThere was one wheel at each animal. All of
animals. Each animal had four faces and fothe wheels looked the same. The wheels
wings. 9The wings touched each other. Thiooked like they were made from a clear,
animals did not tum when they moved. Theyellow jewel. They looked like there was a
went in the direction they were looking. wheel inside a wheel’ The wheelscould

.turn to, move in any direction,But the

exile Being forced to live in a foreign country. King anima|§did not turn when they moved.*

Nebuchadnezzar forced many Jewish people to leave Judah 18The rims of the wheels were tall and

and live in foreign countries. : | .
vision(s) Something like a dream that God used to speak tf)nghtemng' There were eyes all over the rims
people. of all four wheels.

thirtieth year We are not sure what year this is. It might be
Ezekiel's age and it is probably the same as the fifth year
exile, that is, the summer of 583. It might be that Ezekiel wind Or, “Spirit.”
is beginning his book with the last vision he saw of God, ar The animals ... lightning! Or, “And there was something like
it was the same as the first vision he saw. lighting shooting back and forth among the animals.”

hot metal We are not sure of the meaning of this Hebrew worcThe wheels ... moved. Or, “The wheels could move in any
It might mean, “melted copper” or “amber.” four directions, but they did not turn when they moved.”
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19The wheels always moved with thi©)The voice said, “Son of man,* stand up
animals. If the animals went up into the ai&and | will speak with you.”
the wheels went with then?0They went  2Then a wind came and lifted me up on my
wherever the wind wanted them to go, and tfeet. And | listened to the pers¢God) that
wheels went with them. Why? Because tSpoke to me3He said to me, “Son of man, |
wind (power)of the animal was in the wheels@m sending you to speak to the family of
210 if the animals moved, the wheels move!Srael. Those people turned against me many
If the animals stopped, the wheels stoppedimes: And their ancestors turned against me.
the wheels went into the air, the animals we;—gg{hgi‘lvgr :'Qt?f(éiﬁ%ﬁg‘?gg}ﬁsmgyté@‘;s_
. M ; ,
méhwtﬁggé Why? Because the wind* was 'am sending you to speak to those people. But
22There'was an amazing thing over trthey are very stubborn. They are very hard
heads of animals. It was like a bowl* turneheaded' But you must speak to those people.
. ' .“You must say, ‘The Lord our Master says
upside down. And the bowl was clear likihese things.5But those people won't listen
wings reaching out to the animals next to wWhy? Because they are a very rebellious
Two wings spread out one way and two win(people—they always turn against me! But you
spread out in the other way, covering its bodymust say those things so they will know that
24Then | heard the wings. Every time ththere is a prophet* living among them.
animals moved, their wings made a very lot  6“Son of man,* don’t be afraid of those
noise. They were loud like a lot of water rushirpeople. Don't be afraid of the things they say.
by. They were loud likeGod, All-Powerful. It is true, they will turn against you and try to
They were loud like an army or a crowd churt you. They will be like thorns. You will
people. And when the animals stopped movirthink you are living with scorpions.* But
they put their wings dowghy their side don't be afraid of the things they say. They
25The animals stopped moving and lower@re @ rebellious people. But don't be afraid of
their wings. And there was another louthem.You must’tel! them the things | say. |
sound. That sound came from above the bcknOW they won't listen to you. And they

- : won't stop sinning against me! Why? Because
over their head26There was something thathey are a rebellious people.

looked like a throne on top of that bowl. | 8'Son of man,* you must listen to the
was bhl_ue I|hke lsaﬁpg'lrs- And there Wayinaq'| say to you. Don't turn against me like
something |g7at ooKed like a man sitting Oynnse rebellious people. Open your mouth and
that throne!27I looked at him from his waist accept the words | give you and then speak

up. He looked like hot metal.* It looked likethose words to the peopl&at these words.”
fire all around him! And | looked at him frorr 9Then |(Ezekie|)saw an arm reach out

his waist down. It looked like fire with a glowtowards me. It was holding a scroll* with
that was shining all around hirééThe light words written on it10 rolled the scroll open
shining around him was like a rainbow in and there were words written on the front and
cloud. It was the Glory of the Lord. As sooon the back. There were all kinds of sad
as | saw that, | fell to the ground. | bowesongs, sad stories, and warnings.

with my face to the ground. And then | heal

avoice speaking to me. Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” or
“a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel.
prophet A person called by God to be a special servant. God

wind  Or, “Spirit.” used dreams and visions to show them things to teach to the
bowl This Hebrew word is the same word used in Gen. 1:6-7  people.
describe the dome of the sky. scorpions  Insects with stingers in their tails that cause pain.

hot metal We are not sure of the meaning of this Hebrew wor scroll A long roll of leather or papyrupgpe) used for writing
It might mean, “melted copper” or “amber.” books, letters, and legal documents.
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3LGoq said to me, “Son of man,* eat whaLord!" 13Then the wings of the animals began

you see. Eat this scroll,* and then go temoving. The wings made a very loud noise as

these things to the family of Israel.” they touched each other. And the wheels in
250 | opened my mouth and he put trfront of them began making a loud noise—it

scroll into my mouth3Then,God, said, “Son was loud like thundert4The wind* lifted me

of man, | am giving you this scroll. Swallowand took me away. | left that place. | was very

itt Let that scroll fill your boay.” sad and upset in my spirit.* But | felt Lord’s
So | ate the scroll.* It was as sweet epower in mel15l went to the people of Israel
honey in my mouth. that were forced to live in Tel Aviv* by the

“Then God, said to me, “Son of man,* §0Kepar Canal. | sat there among them for seven
to the family of Israel. Speak my words ti4ays shocked and silent.

]Ehem' °| am not §endc;ng yo(‘jj :(O ng‘ 16After seven days, the word of the Lord
oreigners you can't understand. You don oo 10 me. He said*Son of man.* | am

have to learn another language. | am Sendlmaking you a watchman* for Israel. | will tell

you to the family of Israelél am not sending you about bad things that will happen to them.

you to many different countries where peop And vou must warn Israel about those thinds
speak languages you can't understand. If Y 19 Iysal;/ ‘#hisv{)ad man will d?e!’ Then ylog '

went to those people and spoke to them, thmust warn him! You must tell him to change

would listen to you. But you won't have t¢,. . . . ,
learn those hardylanguagé)él.o! | am sending his life and stop doing bad things. If you don’t

you to the family of Israel. Only, these peop|Warn that person, then he W|_I| die. He will die
have hard heads—they are very stubborP€cause he sinned. But | will also make you
And the people of Israel will refuse to listen t'eSponsible for his death! Why? Because you
you. They don’t want to listen to méBut | did notgo to him and save his life.
will make you just as stubborn as they ar **Maybe you will warn a person and tell
Your head will be just as hard as thei#gl him to change his life and stop doing bad
diamond is harder than flint rock. In the santhings. If that person refuses to listen to you,
way, your head will be harder than theirs. Ycthen that person will die. He will die because
will be more stubborn, so you won't be afraihe sinned. But you warned him, so you saved
of those people. You won't be afraid of thosyour own life.
people that always turn against me.” 20°'0Or maybe a good man will stop being
10Then,God said to me, “Son of man,* yougood. | might put something in front of him
must listen to every word | say to you. Anithat causes him to fafkin). He will start to do
you must remember those word&Then go to bad things, so he will die. He will die because
all of your people that are in exile.* Go tche is sinning and you did not warn him. | will
them and say, ‘The Lord our Master says themake you responsible for his death. And people
things.” They won't listen and they won't stojwon't remember all the good things he did.
sinning, but you must tell them these thinds  21But if you warn the good person and tell
12Then the wind* lifted me up and | heard him to stop sinning, and he stops sinning, then
voice behind me. It was very loud, likéhe won't die. Why? Because you warned him
thunder. It said, “Blessed is the Glory of the 53nd he listened. In this way, you saved your
own life.”
Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” o
“a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel.
scrolls A long roll of leather or papyrupéped used for writing ~ spirit  Or, “wind.”
books, letters, and legal documents. Tel Aviv  This was a place outside of Israel. We are not sure
exile Being forced to live in a foreign country. King  where it is exactly. The name means “Spring Hill."
Nebuchadnezzar forced many Jewish people to leave Juiwatchman A guard that stood on the city wall and looked for

and live in foreign countries. enemy soldiers. If he saw trouble coming, he would warn the
wind  Or, “Spirit.” people in the city.
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22The Lord's power came to me. He said ryourself. You will carry that guilt for as many
me, “Get up and go to the valley.* | will speadays as you lie on your left sidefou must
to you in that place.” bear the guilt of Israel for 390 days.* In this
2350 | got up and went out to the valley. Thway, | am telling you how long Israel will be
Glory of the Lord* was there—just like | hadpunished, one day equals one year.
seen it by the Kebar Canal. So | bowed wit  6°After that time, you will lie on your right
my face to the grounck4But a wind* came side for 40 days. This time you will bear the
and lifted me up on my feet. He said to meguilt of Judah for 40 days. One day equals one
“Go home and lock yourself in your houseyear. | am telling yoyhow long Judah must
25Son of man,* people will come with ropesbe punished’
and tie you up. They won't let you go oui 7,God again spoke. He saitiNow, roll up
among the peopledl will make your tongue your sleeve and raise your arm over the brick.
stick to the roof of your mouth—you won't beAct like you are attacking the city Jerusalem.
able to talk. So those people won't have arDo this to show that you are speaking as my
person to teach them that they are doirmessenger to the peopRNow look, | am
wrong. Why? Because those people are alwetying ropes on you. You won't be able to roll
turning against me27But | will talk to you. over from one side to another until your attack
And then | will allow you to speak. But you against the city* is finished.”
must say to them, ‘The Lord our Master say 9God also said,"You must get some grain
these things.’ If a person wants to listen, theto make bread. Get some wheat, barley, beans,
fine. If a person doesn’'t want to listen, the lentils, millet, and spelt. Mix all those things
fine. But those people always turn against metogether in one bowl and grind them to make
4“Son of man,* take a brick. Scratch iflour. You will use this flour to make bread.
picture on it. Draw a picture of a city—th¢You will eat only this bread during the 390
city Jerusalem2And then act like you are ardays that you lie on your sid&You will be
army surrounding the city. Build a dirt walallowed to use only 1 cup* of that flour each
around the cityto help you attack jtBuild a day to make bread. You will eat that bread
dirt road leading up to the city wall. Brin¢from time to time throughout the dajtAnd
battering rams* and set up army camps arouyou can drink only 3 cups* of water each day.
the city.3And then take an iron pan and put You can drink it from time to time throughout
between you and the city. It will be like aithe day12You must make your bread each day.
iron wall separating you and the city. In thiYou must get dry human dung and burn it.
way, you will show that you are against thiThen you must cook the bread over this
city. You will surround and attack that cityburning dung. You must eat this bread in front
Why? Because this is an example for tof the people.*3Then the Lord said, “This will
family of Israel. It will show that |(God)will ~ show that the family of Israel will eat unclean
destroy Jerusalem. bread* in foreign countries. And | forced them
4Then you must lie down on your left sideto leave Israel and go to those countries!
You must do the thing that shows that yor 14Then | (Ezekiel)said, “Oh, but Lord my
are taking the sins of the people of Israel (Master, | have never eaten any unclean food. |

the valley Possibly Jezreel Valley which is often called simply390 days The ancient Greek translation has, “190 days.”
“The Valley.” This is a fertile area in Israel where man'your attack against the city This is a word play. The Hebrew
battles were fought. word can mean, “time of hunger,” “time of trouble,” or “attack
Glory of the Lord One of the forms God used when he against a city.”
appeared to people. This was like a bright shining light. lcup Literally, “20 shekels.”
wind  Or, “Spirit.” 3cups Literally, “1/6 hin."
Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” cunclean bread Bread that touched something unclean. If a
“a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel. ~ person ate this bread, then that person could not join in
battering rams Heavy logs that soldiers used to break hole ~ worshiping God. See Lev. 11-15 for rules about clean and
into the gates or walls around a city. unclean things.
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have never eaten meat from an animal trJerusalem in the middle of other nations. And
died from a disease or from an animal ththere are countries all around h&the people
was killed by a wild animal. | have neve of Jerusaleqrebelled against my commands.
eaten unclean meat—not from the time | wiThey were worse than any of the other
a little baby until today. None of that bad meinations! They broke more of my laws than
ever entered my mouth.” any of the people in the countries around
15Then God said to me, “Ok! | will let youthem. They refused to listen to my commands!
use dry cow dung to cook your bread. YoThey did not obey my laws!”
don't have to use dry human dung.” So, the Lord my Master says] Wil do
16Then God said to me, “Son of man,* | arterrible things to you! WhyBecause you did
destroying Jerusalem'’s supply of bread. Peojnot obey my laws. You did not obey my
will have only a little bread to eat. They wilcommands. You broke more of my laws than
be very worriedabout their food supplyAnd  the people that live around you! And you even
they will have only a little water to drink. Theydid things those people say are wrong8o
will be very scared when they drink that watethe Lord my Master says, “So now, even | am
17Why? Because there won't be enough foc@gainst you! And I will punish you while
and water for the people. People will bthose other people watch. will do things to
terrified of each other—they will see eacyou that | have never done before. And | will

other wasting away because of their sins. ~ never do those terrible things again! Why?
1-2Son of man,* after your time of Because you did so many terrible things.
hunger* you must do these things. Yo'%People in Jerusalem will be so hungry that
must get a sharp sword. Use that sword likeParents will eat their own children and
barber's razor. Shave off your hair and beaichildren will eat their own parents. | will
Put the hair on a scale and weigh it. Separ:;Punish you in many ways. And the people that
your hair into three equal parts. Put one thiare left alive, | will scatter them to the winds.
of your hair on the brick that has the picture  1!The Lord my Master says,Jerusalem|
the city on it. Burn that hair in that ‘cityThis Promise by my lifgthat | will punish yoy |
shows that some of the people will die insicPromise that I will punish you! Why? Because
the city, Then use a sword and cut one third you did terrible things to my Holy Place. You
your hair into small pieces all around the citdid horrible things that made it dirty! 1 will
(brick). ,This will show that some of thePunish you! | won't show any mercy. | wil
people will die outside the cityThen throw NOt feel sorry for you'lzOne third of your
one third of your hair into the air—let the winP€ople will die inside the city from diseases
blow it far away. This will show that! will 2nd hunger. One third of your people will die
pull out my sword and chase some of ttn battle outside the city. And then | will pull
people into faraway countriedBut then you Ut my sword and chase qnegthwd of your
must get a few of those hairs and wrap thePEOPI€ into faraway countrie&2Only then.
up in your robe,This will show that I will Will I stop being angry at your people. | wil
save a few of my peoplefYou must also get know that they have been punished for the bad
some more of those hairs and throw them irt1ingS they did to me. And they will know that

the fire. This will show thata fire will start lb:crgutsk(]eeo;_r?lrds’t%rr]]d Itohv%t* }o??r?ekrﬁl"to them

there and destroy the whole house of Israel.* 77255, saig > Jer%sale il destro
5Then the Lord my Master said to me, L 1g, - Jerusaiem, wit y

“That brick, is a picture of Jerusalem. | puyou—you will be nothing but a pile of rocks.

Sl "~ " The people around you will make fun of you.

Every person that walks by will make fun of

Son of man  This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” ol OU. 15Peop|e around you will make fun of
“a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel.

your time of hunger  Or, “your attack on the city.” See Ez. 4:8.

house of Israel This probably means the people of the northerstrong love The Hebrew word means strong feelings like love,
ten family groups of Israel. hate, anger, zeal, or jealousy.
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you, but you will also be a lesson for then 8God said, “But I will let a few of your
They will see that | was angry and punishepeople escape. They will live in other countries
you. | was very angry. | warned you. I, thfor a short time. | will scatter them and force
Lord, told you what | would do€l told you | them to live in other countrie§Then those
would send you terrible times of hunger. | tolsurvivors* will be taken prisoners. They will be
you | would send you things that woulforced to live in other countries. But those
destroy you. | told you that | would take awasurvivors will remember me. | broke their
your supply of food and that those times (spirit.* They will hate themselves for the bad
hunger would come again and agdifi.told things they did. In the past, they turned away
you | would send hunger and wild animalfrom me and left me. They chased after their
against you that would kill your children. filthy idols. They were like a woman leaving
told you there would be disease and dezher husband and running after some other man.
everywhere in the city. | told you | woulcThey did many terrible thingg®But they will
bring those enemy soldiers to fight againknow that | am the Lord. And they will know
you. |, the Lord, told you all these thingthat if | say that | will do something, then | will
would happen—and they will happeti do it! They will know that | caused all of the

Then the word of the Lord came to mbad things that happened to them.”

again.2He said, “Son of man,* turn towards  11Then the Lord my Master said to me,
the mountains of Israel. Speak against them “Clap your hands and stamp your feet. Speak
me.3Tell those mountains these things: against all the terrible things that the people of

‘Mountains of Israel, listen to this messaclsrael have done. Warn them that they will be
from the Lord my Master! The Lord mykilled by disease and hunger. Tell them they
Master says these things to the hills arwill be killed in war. 12People far away will die
mountains, and to the ravines and valleyfrom disease. People near this place will be
Look! I (God)am bringing the enemy to fightkilled with swords. And the people that are left
against you. | will destroy your high places.in the city will starve to death. Only then will |
4Your altars* will be broken into pieces! Youistop being angry23And only then will you
incense* altars will be smashed! And | wilknow that | am the Lord. You will know this
throw down your dead bodies in front of yolwhen you see your dead bodies in front of your
filthy idols. 5 will put the dead bodies of thefilthy idols and around their altars. Those
people of Israel in front of their filthy idols. Ibodies will be near every one of your places of
will scatter your bones around your altarworship—on every high hill and mountain,
6Bad things will happen wherever your peopunder every green tree and every oak tree with
live. Their cities will become piles of rock eaves. In all those places you offered your
Their high places will be destroyed. Why? Ssacrifices. They were a sweet smell for your
that those places of worship will never bfilthy idols. 14But | will raise my arm over you
used again. Those altars will all be destroyepeople and punish you and your people,
People will never worship those filthy idolswherever they live! | will destroy your country!
again. Those incense altars will be smashit will be emptier than Diblah Desert.* Then
All the things you made will be completelythey will know that | am the Lord!”
destroyed!”Your people will be killed. And =2Then the word of the Lord came to me.
then you will know that | am the Lord!™ 2He said, “Now, Son of man,* here is a

message from the Lord my Master. This

Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” ofN€SSage is for the land of Israel.
“a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel.
high places Places for worshiping God or false gods. Thes

places were often on the hills and mountains. survivors  People that escaped some disaster. Here this means
altar(s) A stone table used for burning sacrifices offered as git  the Jewish people that survived the destruction of Judah and
to God. Israel by its enemy armies.

incense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-smellispirit ~ Literally, “heart.”
smoke, it was offered as a gift to God. Diblah Desert This is probably “Riblah Desert.”
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The end. will never go back to it. Even if a person
The end is coming. escapes alive, he will never go back to his

The whole country will be destroyed. property. Why? Because this vision* is for the

3 Your end is coming now! whole crowd of people. So even if a person

| will show how angry lam atyou.  escapes alive, it won't make people feel better.
| will punish you for the bad things you did.  14They will blow the trumpet to warn the
| will make you pay for all the terrible  people. The people will get ready for battle.

things you did. But they won't go out to fight. Why? Because
4 | won't show you any mercy. | will show the whole crowd how angry | am.
| won't feel sorry for you. 15The enemy with his sword is outside the
I am punishing you for the bad things  city. Disease and hunger is inside the city. If a
you did. o person goes out into the fields, then an enemy
You have done such terrible things. ~ soldier will kill him. If he stays in the city,

Now, you will know that | am the Lord.” hunger and disease will destroy him.

5The Lord my Master said these thing:.. " But some of the people will escape.
“There will be one disaster after anoth&Fhe 1 Nose survivors will run to the mountains. But
end is coming, and it will come quicklj¥ou thoS€ people won't be happy. They will be sad
people living in Israel, do you hear the whistler &l their sins. Tf71ey will cry and make sad
The enemy is coming. That time of punishme N0iSes like dovest’People will be too tired
is coming very soon! The noise of the enemy @nd sad o raise their arms. Their legs will be

getting louder and louder on the mountain!ik€ water. 18They will wear clothes of
8Very soon now, | will show you how angrysadness and be covered with fear. You will

| am. | will show all of my anger against you. S€€ the shame on every face. They will shave
will punish you for the bad things you did. | willtheir headsto show their sadnegsiSThey
make you pay for all the terrible things you di(Will throw their silveridols, into the streets.
9 won't show you any mercy. | won't feel sorr)They will treat their goldstatueglike dirty
for you. | am punishing you for the bad thingrags! Why? Because those things will not be
you did. You have done such terrible thingable to save them when the Lord shows his
Now, you will know that | am the Lord. anger. Those things were nothing but a trap
10°That time of punishment has come like that caused the people to f¢#lin). Those
plant sprouting, budding and floweringog, things will not give food to the people and
has given the signal, the enemy is preparcthey won't put food in their bellies. _
the proudking, (Nebuchadnezzai ready. = 2*Those people used their beautiful
1iThat violent man is ready to punish thosjewelry and made an idol. They were proud of
evil people. There are very many peogie that statue. They made their terrible statues.
Israel—but he is not one of them. He is not They made those filthy things. S¢God)will

person in that crowd. He is not some importathrow them away like a dirty ragll will let
leader from those people. strangers take them. Those strangers will

12That time of punishment has come. Th:imake fun of them. Those strangers will kill
day is here. People that buy things won’t ksome of the people and take others away as
happy. And people that sell things won't fe¢prisoners.22l will turn my head away from
bad about selling them. Why? Because ththem—I won't look at them. Those strangers
terrible punishment will happen to everwill ruin my temple—they will go into the
person.23The people that sold their propertyﬂse(t:rhetlparts of that holy building and make it
not holy.

sold their property  In ancient Israel property did not belong to 2¥'Make Ch"’“nSLfor the Pnsone$ Why?
a person, it belonged to a family. A person might sell hiBecause many people will be punished for
property, but at the time of Jubilees his family would get t
land back. Here, Ezekiel says the people will never get th
property again. vision Something like a dream that God used to speak to people.
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killing other people. There will be violence 5God spoke to me. He said, “Son of man,*
every place in the city24l will bring evil look towards the north!” So I looked towards the
people from other nations. And those evnorth. And there, north of the Altar Gate by the
people will get all the houses of the people entrance, was that statue that made God jealous.
Israel. | will stop all of you powerful people 6Then God said to me, “Son of man,* do
from being so proud. Those people from othyou see what terrible things the people of
nations will get all your places of worship.* Israel are doing? They built that thing here,
25'You people will shake with fear. Youright next to my temple! And if you come with
will look for peace, but there will be noneme, you will see even more terrible things!”
26You will hear one sad story after anothe SO | went to the entrance to the courtyard,
You will hear nothing but bad news. You wiland I saw a hole in the waf God said to me,
look for a prophet and ask him for a vision.'Son of man,* make a hole in the wall.” So |
But there won't be ongThe priests will have m%d‘?]a hole in the wall. And there | Sa"‘l’ a goor.
nothing to teach you. And the eldéfsaders)  °Then,God said to me, “Go in and look at
won't have any good advice to give yOLthe_z terrible, evil things that the people are
21your king will be crying for the people tha'doing here."10So | went in and looked. | saw

died. The leaders will wear clothes of sadne:Statues of al kinds of reptiles” and animals
The common people will be very scare(that you hate to think about. Those statues

Why? Because | will pay them back for th"ere the filthy idols that the people of Israel

things they did. I will decide their punishmen VOrshiped. There were pictures of those

: : animals carved all around on every wall!
And | will punish them. Then those peopl 11Then | noticed that Jaazaniah son of

will know that | am the Lord.”
. e Shapham and the 70 eld€rsaders)of Israel
Onéatﬂay :%Ezekle(lj)was fgt'ggr']n my hqtt,:.se’were there with the people worshiping in that
and the elderdeaders)of Judah were sitting place. There they were, right at the front of the

there in front of me. This was on the fifth day « - ; %
: , eople! And each leader had his own incense
the sixth montf{Septembenf the sixth yeajof gishpin his hand. The smoke from the burning

ile, * ) S

E/lX”eJt' Suddenly, th;jpower of thteh.l-omtlhmt3mcense was rising into the a#2Then God,

| al? grl_iar?_e oln Im g 3"’}"&’ some ,'”% da said to me, “Son of man,* do you see what the

OOKE hl € [re.ét 00 ﬁ IKe l"?‘km]f?‘” S 00 Jy-telders of Israel do in the dark? Each man has a

From the waist down, he was like fire. From ttgnecia| room for his own false god! Those men

waist up, he_w%s bright and shining like hisay o themselves, ‘The Lord can't see us. The

metal* in a fire.5Then | saw something thai orq eft this country.”15Then God, said to

looked like an arm. The arm reached out ame, “If you come with me, you will see those

grabbed me by the hair on my head. Then imen doing even more terrible things!”

wind* lifted me into the air. And in God'’s 14Then LGOq led me to the entrance to the

vision,* he took me to Jerusalem. He took me |ord’s temple: This gate was on the north side.

the inner gate—the gate that is on the noiAnd there | saw women sitting and crying.

side. The statue that makes God jealous is They were sad about the false god Tammuz!*

that gate4But the Glory of the God of Israel

was there' The GIory looked Just like the V|S|c50n of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” or

I saw in the valleyby the Kebar Canal “a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel.
reptiles  The Hebrew word can mean, “lizards,” “snakes,” and

“all kinds of bugs and insects.”
Those people ... places of worship. Or, “Those people will incense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-smelling
make your places of worship dirty and not holy.” smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.

vision Something like a dream that God used to speak to peog Tammuz People thought this false god died and his wife Ishtar

sixth year of exile  This is the fall of 592.c. asked everyone to be sad and cry with her. Ishtar hoped this

hot metal We are not sure of the meaning of this Hebrew wor  would bring him back to life. This ceremony was on the 2nd

It might mean, “melted copper” or “amber.” day of the fourth monthJgne/July. This month was named
wind  Or, “Spirit.” Tammuz because of this holiday.
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15God said to me, “Son of man,* do you 4Then the Lord(Glory) said to him, “Go
see these terrible things? Come with me athrough the city of Jerusalem. Put a mark on
you will see things that are even worse thithe forehead of every person that feels sad anc
this!” 16Then he led me to the inner courtyarupset about all the terrible things people are
of the Lord’s temple. At that place, | saw 2doing in this city.”
men bowing down and worshiping. They wer 5-6Then | heardGod say to the other men,
between the porch and the altar—but th¢'l want you to follow the first man. You must
were facing the wrong way! Their backs werkill every person that does not have the mark
to the Holy Place. They were bowing down ton his forehead. It does not matter if they are
worship the sun! elders(leaders) young men or young women,

17Then,God, said, “Son of man,* do you children or mothers—you must use your
see this? The people of Judah think my tem;Wweapon and kill every person that does not
is so unimportant that they will do theshave the mark on his forehead. Don't show
terrible things here in my temple! Thic&ny mercy. Don't feel sorry for any person!
country is filled with violence. And they Start here at my temple.” So they started with

they are wearing rings in their noses to hon 'G0d fa'd. to them, “Make this temple
the moon like a false god®8! will show them Unclean*—fill this courtyard with dead
my anger! | won't show them any mercy! bodies! Now go!” So they went and killed the

will not f ! - people in the city. _
me—bute lerlesfﬂrsré/ Igrlitsrlgnmtom%ymv:l"l” shout to 8 stayed there while those men went to kil

Then ,God, shouted to the leadein the people. | bowed with my face to the

charge of punishinghe city. Each Ieadergrour!OI and said, “Oh Lqrd my Master, in
had hisgown (?estruct?\?e Weagon in his hancShOV\”ng your anger against Jerusalem, are

: . killing all the survivors in Israel?”
ZThen | saw six men walking on the road froryogl,J 1 -
the upper gate. This gate is on the north si(, (God said, “The family of Israel and Judah

ins!
Each man had his own deadly weapon in t ave done many, many very bad sins! People

, are being murdered everywhere in this
hand. One of the men wore linen clothes. F o1y * And this city is filled with crime.

wore a scribe’s pen and ink set* at his altyyhy»> Because the people say to themselves
Those men went fo the bronze alfar the e | ord left this country. He can't see the

templg and stood theredThen the Glory of things we are doingAnd | won't show any
the God of Israel rose from above the Chenmercy | won't feel sorry for these people.

* .
went to the door of the temple. He stoppegiying these people the punishment they
when he was over the threshold. Then tlgeseryve!”
Glory called to the man wearing the line  11Then the man wearing linen clothes and a
clothes and the scribe’s pen and ink set.  scribe’s pen and ink set* spoke up. He said, ‘I
have done what you commanded.”
*

Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” or]_ rhen | looked up at the bOWL over the

“ahuman being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel. eads of the_ Cherub angels. The bowl
Look ... god Or, “Look at them putting that cut branch in theilooked clear blue like sapphire. And there was
: nhosez-“ 0 I Hebrew s i ke Bz, 811 something that looked like a throne over the
acn ... hana In Reprew, this IS like ez. o:11. 2 H
linen clothes Priests usually wore these clothes. bOWl. Then |-the person _S|tt[ng on the th*rﬂne
scribe’s pen and ink set A scribe was a person that copiedSald to the man dressed in linen clothes,* “Step

official documents and counted supplies and things. He oft
carried a small board with dry ink in it and a pen. He could p
water on the ink and then write with it. unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.
Cherub angels Special angels from God. Statues of these angebowl  This Hebrew word is the same word used in Gen. 1,6-7 to
were on top of the Box of the Agreement. describe the dome over the sky.
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into the area between the wheels* under twheels!13These wheels were what | heard
Cherub angels. Take a handful of the burniicalled, “the area between the wheels.”
coals from between the Cherub angels and  14-1Each Cherub angel* had four faces.
throw them over the city of Jerusalem.” The first face was a Cherub’s face.* The

The man walked past m&The Cherub second face was a man'’s face. The third face
angels* were standing in the area south* was a lion’s face. And the fourth face was an
the temple as the man walked to them. T eagle’s face. They realized thatthe animals
cloud filled the inner courtyardtThen the | saw in the vision by the Kebar Canal* were
Glory of the Lord rose up off of the CherulCherub angels!
angels near the threshold of the door of t Then the Cherub angels* rose into the air.
temple. Then the cloud filled the temple. Anl€And the wheels rose with them. When the
the bright light from the Glory of the LordCherub angels raised their wings and flew into
filled the whole courtyardsThe noise from the air, not even the wheels turned arodid.
the wings of the Cherub angels could be heithe Cherub angels flew into the air, the wheels
all the way out in the outer courtyard. Thwent with them. If the Cherub angels stood
sound was very loud—like the thunderinstill, so did the wheels. Why? Because the
voice when God All-Powerful speaks. wind* (power)of the animal was in them.

6God had given the man dressed in line  18Then the Glory of the Lord rose from the
clothes a commangGod, had told him to go threshold of the temple, moved to the place
into the area between the wheels* among tover the Cherub angels* and stopped there.
Cherub angels* and get some hot coals. So 19Then the Cherub angels raised their wings
man went there and stood by the wh@@ine and flew into the air. | saw them leaytae
of the Cherub angels reached out his hand ¢templg! The wheels went with them. Then
took some of the hot coals from the arethey stopped at the East Gate of the Lord’s
between the Cherub angels. He poured ttemple. The Glory of the God of Israel was in
coals into the man’s hands. And the man lethe air above them.
(8The Cherub angels had what looked lik 20Then | remembered the animals under the
human arms under their wings.) Glory of the God of Israel in the vision at the

9Then | noticed that there were four wheelKebar Canal. And | realized those animals
There was one wheel by each Cherub angewere Cherub angels,| mean, each animal
And the wheels looked like a clear yellovhad four faces, four wings, and something that
jewel. 10There were four wheels and they alooked like human arms under their wings.
looked the same. They looked like there was22The faces of the Cherub angels were the
wheel in a wheelllThey could go in any same as the four faces on the animals in the
direction when they moved. Bythe Cherub vision by the Kebar Canal. And they all looked
angels did not turn around when they movecstraight ahead in the direction they were going.
They went in the direction that the head Wil Then the wind* carried me to the East
looking. They did not turn around when the Gate of the Lord’s temple. This gate
moved.12There were eyes all over theifaces the eastwhere the sun comes upsaw
bodies. There were eyes on their backs, 25 men there at the entrance of this gate.
their arms, on their wings, and on the Jaazaniah son of Azzur was with those men.
wheels. Yes, there were eyes pall four And Pelatiah son of Benaiah was there.

Pelatiah was the leader of the people.

area between the wheels The Hebrew word can mean, “chariot
wheel,” “whirling (spinning) wheel,” or “tumbleweed.” See

chapter 1 for Ezekiel's full description. Cherub’s face This is the bull's face mentioned in Ez. 1:10. See
Cherub angels Special angels from God. Statues of these angt ~ Ez. 10:22.
were on top of the Box of the Agreement. vision by Kebar Canal See Ez. 1.

south Literally, “right.” wind  Or, “Spirit.”
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2Then,God, spoke to me. He said, “Son oJerusalem are saying, ‘Stay far away from the
man,* these are the men who make evil plaLord. This land was given to us—it is ours!
for this city. These men always tell the peop  18'So tell those people these things: The
to do bad thingsiThese men say, ‘We will beLord our Master says, ‘It is true, | forced my
building our houses again very sogie are people to go far away to other nations. | did
as safe in this city asneat in a pot!4They scatter them among many countries. But | will
are telling these liesSo you must speak to_be their temple for a short time while they are
the people for me. Son of man, go prophein those other countried’But you must tell _
to the people.” those people that the Lord their Master will

5Then the Spirit of the Lord came on mebring them back. | have scattered you among
He said to me, “Tell them that the Lord saiMany nations. But | will gather you together
these things: House of Israel, you are planni@nd bring you back from those nations. | will
big things. But | know what you are thinking 91ve the land of Israel back to yol#And when
6You have killed many people in this city™Y People come back, they will destroy all the
You have filled the streets with dead bodiet€ible, filthy idols that are here noWd wil
"Now, the Lord our Master says these thingPring them together and make them like one
‘Those dead bodies are the meat. And the cPerSoN- | will put a new spirit* in them. I wil

is the pot. But héNebuchadnezzawill come (@ke away that heart of stone, and | will put a
and take you out of this safe péYou are real heart in its placéThen they will obey my

: o laws. They will obey my commands. They will
afraid of the sword. But | am bringing the : :
sword against you!" The Lord our Maste do the things | tell them. They will truly be my

: . . eople, and | will be their God.”
said these thinggSo they will happen! P 5 " :
9,God also said,l will take you people out b "Then God saig,'But now, their hearts

of this city. And 1 will give you to strangers. | elong to those terrible, filthy idols. And |
will punish you! 1%Vou will die by the sword, | TSt Punish those people for the bad things

: : , . they did.” The Lord my Master said those
will punish you here in Israel, so you will k”OWthings.ZZAnd then the Cherub angels* raised
that | am the One punishing youl am the heir' wingsand flew into the ajr The wheels
Lord. 11Yes, this place will be the cooking pot.yent with them. And the Glory of the God of
punish you here in IsraelzThen you will know | orq rose into the air and left Jerusalem. He
that | am the Lord. It was my law that youstopped on the hill east of Jerusale@fFhen
broke! You did not obey my commands. Yolthe wind* lifted me into the air and brought
decided to live like the nations around you.”  me back to Babylonia. It brought me back to

13As soon as | finished speaking for Gotthe people that were forced to leave Israel. |
Pelatiah son of Benaiah died! | fell to thsaw all of those things in the vision of God.
ground. | bowed with my face touching thThen,the One | sawin the vision rose into
ground and said, “Oh, Lord my Master, yothe air and left me25Then | spoke to the
are going to completely destroy all thipeople in exile. I told them about all the things
survivors of Israel!” the Lord showed me.

14But then the word of the Lord came t11 Then the word of the Lord came to me.
me. He said!>'Son of man,* remember your He said2‘Son of man,* you live among
brothers, the family of Israel. They werirebellious people—they always turn against
forced to leave their country, but | will brincme. They have eyes to sgke things | have
them back!* But now, the people living in

spirit  Or, “Spirit.”

Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” oCherub angels Special angels from God. Statues of these angels

“a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel. ~ were on top of the Box of the Agreement.

They were ... them back! This is a word play. The word hill east of Jerusalem This is the Mount of Olives.
meaning, ‘redeemed” sounds like the word meaning, “exiled wind  Or, “Spirit.”
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done for them But they don't see thosemake him blind, 14 will force the king's
things. They have ears to he#ire things | people to live in the foreign countries around
told them to d@ But they don’t hear myIsrael. And | will scatter his army to the
commands. Why? Because they are winds. And the enemy soldiers will chase
rebellious people3So, Son of man,* packafter them15Then those people will know that
your bags. Act like you are going to a farawel am the Lord. They will know that | scattered
country. Do this so the people can see ycthem among the nations. They will know that
Maybe they will see you—but they are a vell forced them to go to other countries.
rebellious people. 16‘But | will let a few of the people live.
4During the day, take your bags outside <They won't die from the disease, hunger, and
the people can see you. Then in the eveniwar. | will let those people live so they can tell
act like you are going away like a prisoner 'other people about the terrible things they did
a faraway country’While the people areagainst me. And then they will know that | am
watching, make a hole in the wall and go othe Lord.”
through that hole in the walfAt night, put  17Then the word of the Lord came to me. He
your bag on your shoulder and leave. Covsaid,1&Son of man,* you must act like you
your face so you can't see where you aare very scared. You must shake when you eat
going. You must do these things so the peojyour food. You must act worried and afraid
can see you. Why? Because | am using youwhen you drink your wateA9ou must tell
an example to the family of Israel.” these things to the common people. You must
7So | (Ezekiel)did as | was commandedsay, ‘The Lord our Master says these things to
During the day, | took my bags and acted litthe people living in Jerusalem and in the other
| was going to a faraway country. Thaparts of Israel. You people will be very
evening | used my hands and made a holeworried while you eat your food. You will be
the wall. During the night | put my bag on mterrified while you drink your water. Why?
shoulder and left. | did this so all the peopBecause all the things in your country will be
could see me. destroyed! The enemy will be very cruel to all
8The next morning, the word of the Lorthe people living ther&0Many people live in
came to me. He said'Son of man,* did your cities now—but those cities will be
those rebellious people of Israel ask you wtruined. Your whole country will be destroyed!
you were doing?0Tell them that the Lord Then you will know that | am the Lord.”
their Master said these things. This s¢ 21Then the word of the Lord came to me.
message is about the leader of Jerusalem He said,22‘Son of man,* why do people say
all the people of Israel living therélTell this poem about the land of Israel:
them, ‘I (Ezekiel)am an example for all you :
people. The things | have done will reall Tr(t)#ble_ wontcomtehsoon,
happen to you.” You really will be forced tc € visions won't happen.
go to a faraway country as prisone¥And  23‘Tell those people that the Lord their
your leader will make a hole in the wall anMaster will stop that poem. They won't say
sneak out at night. He will cover his fas® those things about Israel any more. Now they
people won't recognize himHis eyes won't will say this poem:
be able to see where he is goifge will try Trouble il
to escapgBut | (God)will catch him! He will rouble will come soan,
be caught in my trap. And | will bring him tc the visions will happen.
Babylonia—the land of the Chaldean peopl 241t is true, there won't be any more false
But he will not be able to see where he visions in Israel. There won’t be any more
going. The enemy will poke out his eyes anmagicians telling things that don’t come true.
29Why? Because | am the Lord. And I will say

Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” oWhat | Wan'f to say, ar]d that thing will happen!
“a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel. And | won't let the time stretch out. Those
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troubles are coming soon—in your owithings.%The Lord says, “I will punish the
lifetime. You rebellious people, when | sa'prophets that saw false visions and told lies. |
something, | make it happen.” The Lord mwill remove them from my people. Their
Master said those things. names won't be in the list of the family of
26Then the word of the Lord came to melsrael. They will never again come to the land
He said,27*Son of man,* the people of Israe of Israel. Then you will know that | am the
think that the visions | give you are for a timLord and Master!
far in the future. They think you are talking 10‘Again and again those false prophets
about things that will happen many, manlied to my people. The prophets said there
years from now28So you must tell them thesewould be peace. And there is no peace. The
things, ‘The Lord my Master says: | won"people need to fix the walls and prepare for
delay any longer. If | say something wilwar. But they only slap a thin coat of plaster*
happen, then it will happen!” The Lord myover the broken wallsTell those men that |
Master said those things. will send hail and a strong ra(enemy army)
1 Then the word of the Lord came to meThe wind will blow hard and a tornado will
e said;2'Son of man,* you must speakcome. Then the wall will fall downtZThe
to the prophets of Israel for meThose wall will fall down. And the people will ask
prophets are not really speaking for fiidose the prophets, ‘What happened to the plaster
prophets are saying things they want to say. you put on the wall?"13The Lord my Master
you must speak to them. Tell them these thinisays, “I am angry and | will send a storm
‘Listen to this message from the LoréThe against you. | am angry and | will send a
Lord my Master says these things. Bad thinstrong rain. | am angry and | will make hail
will happen to you foolish prophets. You arfall from the sky and completely destroy you!
following your own spirits. You are not telling14You put plaster* on the wall. But | will
people what you really s@e visions. destroy the whole wall. | will pull it to the
4“|srael, your prophets will be like foxesground. The wall will fall on you. And then
running through empty, destroyed building:you will know that | am the Lord!Sl will
SYou have not put soldiers near the brokefinish showing my anger against the wall and
walls of the city. You have not built walls tcthe people that put plaster on it. Then | will
protect the family of Israel. So when the desay, ‘There is no wall. And there are no
comes for the Lord to punish you, you wilworkers to put plaster on it
lose the war! 16°All those things will happen to the false
6“False prophets said they saw visionsprophets of Israel. Those prophets speak to the
They did their magic and said things woulpeople of Jerusalem. Those prophets say there
happen—but they lied. They said the Lorwill be peace, but there is no peace.” The Lord
sent them—but they lied. They are stilmy Master said those things.
waiting for their lies to come true. 17,God said, “Son of man,* look at the
"False prophets, the visions you savwomen prophets in Israel. Those women
were not true. You did your magic and saiprophetsdon’t speak for me They say the
things would happen. But you lied! You saicthings they want to say. So you must speak
that the Lord said those things. But | did ncagainst them for me. You must say these
speak to you!™ things to them18The Lord my Master says
850 now, the Lord my Master really willthese things: Bad things will happen to you
speak! He says, “You told lies. You sawwomen. You sew cloth bracelets for people to
visions that were not true. So noyGod)am wear on their arms. You make special scarves
against you!” The Lord my Master said thes

plaster A type of cement people put on stone walls to make
Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” 0 them smooth and waterproof. This is also a word play. The
“a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel. ~ Hebrew word is like the word meaning, “It will fall.”
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for people to wear on their heag¥ou say those statues. | will speak to him in spite of all
those things have magic powgts control his filthy idols.5\Why? Because | want to touch
people’s lives. You trap those people only ‘their heart. | want to show them | love them,
keep yourselves alivé®You make the peopleeven though they left me for their filthy idols.’
think | am not important. You turn then 6‘So tell the family of Israel these things.
against me for a few handfuls of barley andTell them, ‘The Lord my Master says: Come
few scraps of bread. You tell lies to mback,to mg and leave your filthy idols. Turn
people. Those people love to listen to lieaway from those terrible false godéf any
You kill people that should live. And you le'sraelite or foreigner living in Israel comes to
people live that should dié%So the Lord and me for advice, | will give him an answer. |
Master says these things to you: You mawill answer him even if he still has his filthy
those cloth bracelets to trap people—but | widols and even if he kept the things that made
set those people free. | will tear thoshim sin and even if he worships those statues.
bracelets off your arms, and the people will tAnd this is the answer | will give hingl will
free from you. They will be like birds flyingturn against that person. | will destroy him. He
from a trap21And | will tear up those scarveswill be an example to other people. People
and save my people from your power. Thowill laugh at him. | will remove him from my
people will escape from your trap. And yopeople. Then you will know that | am the
will know that | am the Lord. Lord! ®And if a prophet is foolish enough to

22*You prophets tell lies. Your lies hurtgive his own answer, then | will show him
good people—I did not want to hurt thoshow foolish he is! | will use my power against
good people! You support bad people athim. | will destroy him and remove him from
encourage them. You don't tell them tamong my people, Israet9So, both the
change their lives. You don't try to save theperson that came for advice and the prophet
lives! 23S0 you won't see any more uselesthat gave an answer will get the same
visions. You won't do any more magic. | wil punishment1Why? So those prophets will
save my people from your power. And yostop leading my people away from me. And so
will know that | am the Lord.” my people will stop becoming filthy with their
14Some of the elders of Israel came to Msins. Then they will be my special people.

They sat down to talk with méThe And | will be their God.” The Lord my

word of the Lord came to me. He saiSon  Master said those things.

of man,* these men came to talk to ygthey  12Then the word of the Lord came to me.
wanted you to ask me for advic®ut these He said,13Son of man,* | will punish any
men still have their filthy idols. They kept thination that leaves me and sins against me. |
thlngS that made them sin. They still worsh will Stop their food Supp|y | m|gh'[ cause a
those statues. So why do they come to me time of hunger and remove the people and
adwce?_Sh_ouId | answer their questions? Nanimals from that country4] would punish
“But | will give them an answel will punish  that country even if Noah, Danel, and Job*
them) You must tell those people these thingjived there. Those men could save their own
The Lord my Master says: If any Israeliti|yes by their goodnessbut they could not
comes to a prophet and asks me for adviiggye the whole country The Lord my
then the prophet won't give that person apaster said these things.

answey. | myself will answer that person’s 15God said, “Or, | might send wild

question. | will answer him even if he still hagnimals throuah that countrv. And those
his filthy idols, even if he kept the things th g y

made him sin, and even if he still worshig
Noah, Danel, and Job Three men from ancient times. They
were famous for being very good and wise men. Stories about

Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” ¢~ Noah and Job are in the Bible. Stories about Danel are in
“ahuman being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel. ~ writings from Ras Shamra.
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animals might kill all the people. No perso 1 Then the word of the Lord came to me.
would travel through that country because « e said,2‘Son of man,* are the pieces
the wild animals16lf Noah, Danel, and Jobof wood from a grapevine* any better than the
lived there,then | would save those thredittle branches cut from trees in the forest? No!
good men Those three men could save the3Can you use that wood from a grapevine to
own lives. But by my life | promise, theymake anything? No! Can you use that wood to
could not save the lives of other people—nmake pegs to hang dishes on? NBeople
even their own sons and daughters! That eonly throw that wood into the fire. Some sticks
country would be destroyed!” The Lord mbegin to burn on the ends, the middles turn
Master said these things. “black from the fire,but the sticks don’t burn
17.God said, “Or, | might send an enemycompletely. Can you make anything from that
army to fight against that country. Those soldiePurnt sticklf you can't make anything from
would destroy that country—! would remove athat wood before it is burned, then you surely
the people and animals from that countsjt can't ma}lée anything from that wood after it is
Noah, Danel, and Job lived theyiaen | would 2urned! °So the pll_ices of wood frgm a
could save their own lives. But by my life : > :
oromise, they could not save the lives of OthWood into the fire. And the fire burns them. In

: the same way, | will throw the people living in
people—not even their own sons and daughte : A~
That evil country would be destroyed!” Th(JerusaIem into the fire!” The Lord my Master

: : said these thingd:1 will punish those people.
Lord my Master said these things. : : .
19God said, *Or, | might send a diseaseBut some of those people will be like the sticks

. . that don’t burn completely—they will be
against that country. | will pour my angennished, but they won't be destroyed
down on those people. | will remove all thomnjetely. You will see that | punished these
people and animals from that count®lf - peqple, and you will know that | am the Lord!
Noah, Danel, and Job lived therghen | g | destroy that country because the people
would save those three md]ecause they are|eft me |_t0 Worship fa|se goqs The Lord my
good men. Those three men could save thyaster said those things.
own lives. But by my life I promise, thGY1 6Then the word of the Lord came to me.
could not save the lives of other people—n He said,2‘Son of man,* tell the people
even their own sons and daughters!” The Loof Jerusalem about the terrible things they
my Master said these things. have done3You must say, ‘The Lord my

21Then the Lord my Master said, “So thinlMaster says these things to Jerusalem: Look at
how bad it will be for Jerusalem: | will sencyour history. You were born in Canaan. Your
all four of those punishments against that citfather was an Amorite. Your mother was a
| will send enemy soldiers, hunger, diseasHittite. 4 Jerusalem,on the day you were
and wild animals against that city. | willborn, there was no one to cut your naval cord.
remove all the people and animals from thNo one put salt on you and washed you to
country! 22Some of the people will escapimake you clean. No one wrapped you in cloth.
from that country. They will bring their son¢®Jerusalem, you were all alonélo one felt
and daughters and come to you for help. ThSOITY for you or took care of yoiderusalem,
you will see how bad those people really aron the day you were born, your parents threw
And you will feel better about all the troubleYOU 0ut in the field. You were still covered
that I will bring to Jerusalen?3You will see With the blood and afterbirth.
the way they live and the bad things they d
And then you wil know that | had & goor 7 s ses ey v e o
reason for punishing those people.” The Lol ' ! '

! - grapevine Many times the prophets said Israel was God's
my Master said these things. vineyard or grapevine.
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6“Then | (God)passed by. | saw you lyingmake statues of men. And you had sex with
there, kicking in the blood. You were coverethem too!18Then you took the beautiful cloth
with blood but | said, “Please live!” Yes, yoland made clothes for those statues. You took
were covered with blood but | said, “Pleasthe perfume and incense | gave you, and you
live!” 7I helped you grow like a plant in theput it in front of those idols!9 gave you
field. You grew and grew. You became bread, honey, and oil. But you gave that food
young woman: your periods began, yotto your idols. You offered them as a sweet
breasts grew, your hair began to grow. Bsmell to please your false gods. You acted like
you were still bare and nake®l.looked you a prostitute with those false gods!” The Lord
over. | saw you were ready for love. So my Master said these things.
spread my clothes over you* and covere 20,God said, “You and | had children
your nakedness. | promised to marry you.together. But you took our children. You
made the agreement* with you. And yokilled them and gave them to those false gods!
became mine.” The Lord my Master saiBut that is only some of the bad things you
these things?“l washed you in water. | did when you cheated on me and went to
washed away your blood. And | rubbed oil cthose false god$lYou slaughtered* my sons
your skin.10 | gave you a nice dress and soand then passed therthrough the firg to
leather shoes. | gave you a linen headbathose false god€2You left me and did all
and a silk scarfl1Then | gave you somethose terrible things. And you never
jewelry. | put bracelets on your arms and remembered the time when you were young.
necklace around your neck?l gave you a You did not remember that you were naked
nose ring, some earrings, and a beautiland kicking in bloogwhen | found you
crown to wearl3You were beautiful in your 23“After all those bad things, ... Oh
silver and gold jewelry, and your linen, silkJerusalem, it will be very bad for you!” The
and embroidered material. You ate the beLord my Master said all these thing$'After
foods. You were very, very beautiful. Ancall those things you made that mouyidr
you became the queert#You became worshiping that false ggdYou built those
famous for your beauty. And all becauseplaces for worshiping false gods on every
made you so lovely!” The Lord my Masteistreet corner25You built your mounds at the
said these things. head of every road. Then you degraded your

15God said, “But you began to trust inbeauty. You used it to catch every man that
your beauty. You used the good name you hwalked by. You raised your skirt so they could
and became unfaithful to me. You acted likesee your legs, and then you were like a
prostitute* with every man that passed bprostitute* with those mer#Then you went
You gave yourself to them alléYou took to Egypt, your neighbor with the big sex
your beautiful clothes and used them forgan. You had sex with him many times to
decorate your places of worship. And yomake me angry2’So | punished you! | took
acted like a prostitute in those places. Ycaway part of your allowandgand). I let your
gave yourself to every man that came benemies, the daughtergities) of the
17Then you took your beautiful jewelry that Philistines do what they wanted to you. Even
gave you. And you used that gold and silver they were shocked at the bad things you did.

28Then you went to have sex with Assyria.*

spread my clothes over you This showed that he was agreein You QOU|d not get enough. You were never

to protect her and care for her. See Ruth 3:1-15. gsat|sf|ed.29_So you tur_ned to Canaan, an.d T[hen
agreement Here this means the marriage agreement. But it al® Babylonla. And stil you were not satisfied.

refers to the Agreement God made with the people of Israel.
Verses 10-13 All the materials in this list are the things used il
building the Holy Tent. See Ex. 25-40. slaughtered Usually, this word means to kill an animal and cut
prostitute A woman paid by men for sexual sin. Sometimes th it into pieces for meat. But it often means to kill people like
also means a person that is not faithful to God and stc  they are animals.
following him. Assyria  This was a powerful nation northeast of Israel.
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30You are so weak. You let all those meyou. Then they will cut you in pieces with
(countries)cause you to sin. You acted justheir swords41They will burn your house
like a domineering prostitute.*” The Lord my(temple) They will punish you so all the other
Master said those things. women can see. | will stop you from living

31God said, “But you were not exactly like like a prostitute. | will stop you from paying
a prostitute.* You built your mounds at thimoney to your lovergiZThen | will stop being
head of every road and you built your plactangry and jealous. | will calm down. | won't
of worship at every street corner. You had sibe angry any moré3why will all these things
with all those men. But you did not ask thethappen? Because you did not remember what
to pay you like a prostitute doe82You happened when you were young. You did all
adulterous woman. You prefer having sethose bad things and made me angry. So | hac
with strangers rather than your own husbarto punish you for doing those bad things. But
33Most prostitutes force men to pay them fcyou planned even more terrible things.” The
sex. But you gave money to your many querLord my Master said those things.
You paid all the men around to come in t 44A|l the people that talk about you will
have sex with yol?4You are just the oppositenow have one more thing to say. They will
of most prostitutes. Most prostitutes force mesay, ‘Like mother, like daughter4sYou are
to pay them. But you pay the men to have syour mother's daughter. You don't care about
with you.” your hushand or your children. You are just

35Prostitute,* listen to the message from tr|ike your sister. Both of you hated your
Lord. 36The Lord my Master says these thinghusband and your childrepYou are just like
“You have spent your money* and let youyour parents.Your mother was a Hittite and
lovers and filthy gods see your naked body ayour father was an Amoritet6Your older
have sex with you. You have killed yousister was Samaria. She lived to the north of
children and poured out their blood. This wWeyou with her daughters (towns). And your
your gift to those false god$7So | am younger sister was Sodom.* She lived to the
bringing all of your lovers together. | willsouth of you with her daughters (towns).
bring all the men you loved and all the me47yoy did all the terrible things they did. But
you hated. I will bring them all together and leyou also did things that were even wor4@!
them see you naked.* They will see yoam the Lord and Master. | am alive. And by
completely naked®Then | will punish you. I my Jife | promise, your sister Sodom and her
will punish you as a murderer and a womegayghters never did as many bad things as yot
that did the sin of adultery. You will begpg your daughters.”
punished as if by an angry and jealoL  49God said, “Your sister Sodom and her
hUSband.?’g' will let those lovers have yOl:l.daughterS were proud, they had too much to
They will destroy your mounds. They willeat “and too much time on their hands. And
burn your places of worship. They will tear Ofthey did not help poor, helpless people.
your Cthhes and take your beaUtlfUl jeWelr)SOSOdom and her daughters became too proud
They will leave you bare and nakdie you anqg hegan to do terrible things in front of me.
were when | found yqu40They will bring @ and when | saw them doing those things, |
crowd of people and throw rocks at you to k'punished them.”

51God said, “And Samaria did only half as

prostitute A woman paid by men for sexual sin. Sometimes thiany bad things as you did. You did many

also means a person that is not faithful to God and stopaore terrible things than Samaria! You have

following him. _done so many more terrible things than your
spent your money Literally, “poured out your copper.” This

might also mean, “you have done the things that stain y:

with sin.” Samaria ... Sodom Ezekiel is saying that the people in Judah
let them see you naked The Hebrew words are like the words  are just as evil as the people that lived in Samaria and

meaning, “to be carried away as a prisoner to a foreit  Sodom—and those people were so evil that God completely

country.” destroyed those cities.
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sisters. Sodom and Samaria seem go
compared to you?2So you must bear your
shame. You have made your sisters look go
compared to you. You have done terrib
things, so you should be ashamed.”

53God said, ‘I destroyed Sodom and the
towns around it. And | destroyed Samar
around it. And Jerusalem,l will destroy you.
But | will build those cities again. And
Jerusalem,| will build you again too34 will
comfort you. Then you will remember th
terrible things you did, and you will be
ashamed>»>So you and your sisters will be
built again. Sodom and the towns around h
Samaria and the towns around her, and you
the towns around you will all be built again.”

56God said, “In the past, you were prouc
and made fun of your sister Sodom. But yc
won't do that agairk’You did that before you
were punished, before your neighbors start
making fun of you. The daughtef®wns)of
Edom* and Philistia are making fun of yot
now. 58Now you must suffer for the terrible
things you did.” The Lord said these things.

59The Lord my Master said these things. '
will treat you like you treated me! You brok
your marriage promise. You did not respe
our Agreement0But | will remember the
agreement we made when you were young
made an agreement with you that will contint
forever!61l will bring your sisters to you, and |
will make them your daughters. That was n
in our agreement, but | will do that for you
Then you will remember the terrible thing
you did, and you will be ashame@So | will
make my agreement with you. And you wi
know that | am the LorcB3 | will be good to
you, so you will remember me, and you will b
so ashamed of the bad things you did that y
will not be able to say anything. But | will
make you pure, and you will never be asham
again!” The Lord my Master said those things
17Then the word of the Lord came to m¢

He said2‘Son of man,* tell this story to

the family of Israel. Ask them what it mean:
3Say to them:

Edom Or, “Aram.”
Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” or
“a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel.

10

A large eagléNebuchadnezzawith big
wings came to Lebanon.

The eagle had feathers covered with spots.

The eagle broke the top out of the big cedar

tree(Lebanonand brought it to Canaan.

The eagle set down the branch in the town

of businessmen.

Then the eagle took some of the seeds

(people)from Canaan
He planted them in good soil.
He planted them by a good river.

The seeds grew and became a grapevine.
It was a good vine.

The vine was not tall,
but it spread to cover a large area.

The vine grew stems,
and smaller vines grew very long.

Then another eagle with big wings
saw the grapevine.

The eagle had many feathers.

The grapevine wanted this new eagle
to care for it.

So it made its roots grow toward this eagle.
Its branches stretched toward this eagle.
The branches grew away from the field

that it was planted in.

The grapevine wanted the new eagle
to water it.

The grapevine was planted in a good field.
It was planted near plenty of water.

It could have grown branches and fruit.

It could have become a very good
grapevine.”

The Lord my Master said these things.
“Do you think that plant will succeed?
No! The new eagle will pull the plant
from the ground.
And the bird will break the plant’s roots.
It will eat up all the grapes.
Then the new leaves will wilt.
That plant will be very weak.
It won't take strong arms
or a powerful nation
to pull that plant up by the roots.
Will the plant grow where it is planted?
No! The hot east wind will blow
and the plant will become dry and die.
It will die there where it was planted.”
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IThe word of the Lord came to me. He saiwinds. Then you will know that | am the Lord
12Explain this story to the peoplef Israe}— and that I told you these things.”
they always turn against me. Tell them the:

) . .
things: The first eagle ifebuchadnezzarthe “The Lord my Master said these things:

king of Babylonia. He came to Jerusalem ar “| will take a branch from

took away the king and other leaders. F a tall cedar tree.

brought them to Babylonia.l3Then | will take a small branch from
Nebuchadnezzar made an agreement witt the top of the tree.

man from the king's family. Nebuchadnezz: And I myself will plantit

forced that man to make a promise. So this m on a very high mountain.
promised to be loyal to Nebuchadnezza 2 Imyselfwillplantit
Nebuchadnezzar made this man the new king on a high mountain in Israel.
Judah. Then he took all the powerful men aw. That branch will grow into a tree.
from Judah.14So Judah became a wea It will grow branches and make fruit.
kingdom that could not turn against King It will become a beautiful cedar tree.
Nebuchadnezzar. The people were forced Many birds will sit on its branches.
keep the agreement Nebuchadnezzar made \ Many birds will live in the shadows

the new king of Juda#SBut this new king tried under its branches.
to rebel against Nebuchadnezzar anyway! | 24 “Then the other trees will know that

sent messengers to Egypt to ask for help. T | make tall trees fall to the ground,
new king asked for many horses and soldie and | make small trees grow tall.
Now, do you think the new king of Judah wil | make green trees become dry,
succeed? Do you think the new king will hav and | make dry trees become green.
enough power to break the agreement a | am the Lord.
escape punishment?” If I say that I will do something,

16The Lord my Master says, “By my life, | then | will do it!”

promise this new king will die in Babylonia!
Nebuchadnezzar made this man the new kil
of Judah. But this man broke his promise wi
Nebuchadnezzar. This new king ignored th
agreementl7And the king of Egypt won't be The parents ate the sour grapes,
able to save the king of Judah. He might se but the children got the sour taste.

many soldiers, but Egypt's great power won - v, think you can sin, and some person in
save Judah. Nebuchadnezzar's army will bUIthe future will be punished fOI’JtSBUt the

dirt roads and dirt walls to capture the city orq my Master says, “By my life, | promise
Many people will diet&But the king of Judah that pepple in Israel won't think this proverb
won't escape. Why? Because he ignored i trye anymoretl will treat each person just

agreement. He broke his promise tthe same. It won't matter if that person is the
Nebuchadnezzat?The Lord my Master makesparent or the child. The person that sins is the

this promise: “By my life, | swear that | will person that will die!

punish the king of Judah. Why? Because I 5'If a person is good, then he will live! That
ignored my warnings. He broke our agreemeigood person treats people fairjThat good

20, will set my trap, and he will be caught in itperson does not go to the mountains and share
And | will bring him to Babylon and I will in foods offered to false gods. He does not
punish him in that place. I will punish hinpray to those filthy idols in Israel. He does not
because he turned against rA8nd | will do the sin of adultery with his neighbor’s
destroy his army. | will destroy his beswife. He does not have sex with his wife
soldiers. And | will scatter the survivors to thduring her period’That good person does not

The word of the Lord came to me. He
aid, 2*You people keep repeating this
proverb. Why? You say:
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take advantage of people. If a person borromoney. And when that person pays him back,
money from him, the good man takes tfthen the good son gives the collateral back.
collateral* and gives the other person tFThe good son gives food to hungry people.
money. And when that person pays him bacAnd he gives clothes to people that need them.
then the good man gives the collateral bact’He helps poor people. If a person wants to
The good person gives food to hungry peopborrow money, the good son lends him the
And he gives clothes to people that need themoney. And he does not charge interest on
8l a person wants to borrow money, the gocthat loan! The good son obeys my laws and
man lends him the money. And he does rfollows my laws. That good son will not be
charge interest on that loan. The good mput to_de_ath for his father’s_ sins! That good
refuses to be crooked. He is always fair wison will live. 18The father might hurt people
every person. People can trust hitde obeys and steal things. He might never do anything
my laws. He thinks about my decisions argood for my people! That father will die
learns to be fair and dependable. He is a gcbecause of his own singut the son won't be
person, so he will live. punished for his father's sins.

10'But that good person might have a s¢  1#You might ask, ‘Why won't the son be
that does not do any of those good things. Tpunished for his father's sins?' The reason is
son might steal things and kill peoplThe that the son was fair and did good things! He
son might do any of these bad things. Very carefully obeyed my laws! So he will
might go to the mountains and share in foolive. 20The person that sins is the person that
offered to false gods. That evil son might ¢Will be put to death! A son won't be punished
the sin of adultery with his neighbor's wifefor his father's sins. And a father won't be
12He might mistreat poor, helpless people. HPunished for his son's sins. A good man’s
might take advantage of people. He might ngoodness belongs to him alone. And a bad
give back the collateral* when a person paman's evil belongs to him alone. ~
his debt. That evil son might pray to thos, *Now, if a bad person changes his life then
filthy idols and do other terrible thingsa e willive and not die. That person might stop
person might need to borrow money from thdoing all the bad things he did. He might begin
evil son. The son might lend him the mone!0 carefully obey all my laws. He might
but he will force that person to pay interest (2écome fair and good?God won't remember
that loan. So that evil son won't iive. He di@ll the bad things he did. God will remember

terrible things, so he will be put to death. Anongy his goodness! So that man will live!"
he is responsible for his own death. 3The Lord my Master says, “I don't want
14Now, that evil son might also have ;bad people to die. | want them to change their

son. But this son might see the bad things IHV‘;’Z‘SO they can live! .
father did, and he might refuse to live like h, 2* NOW, maybe a good man might stop
father. That good son treats people fairlP€ing good. He might change his life and

15That good son does not go to the mountaiP€9in to do all the terrible things that bad
and share in foods offered to false gods. IPErSON had done in the past. (That bad person

does not pray to those filthy idols in Israel. FC1@nged, so he can live!) So if that good
does not do the sin of adultery with hiPerson changes and becomes bad, then God

neighbor’s wife.16That good son does no Vo't remember all the good things that
take advantage of people. If a person horroPerson did. God will remember that that man

money from him, the good son takes trturned against him and began to sin. So that

* : man will die because of his sin.”
collateral* and gives the other person tf 25God said, “You people might say,God
my Master isn't fair!’ But listen, family of

collateral Things that a person uses to borrow money. If th ;
person does not pay his debt, then the person he borro %(!I’ael' | am fair. You are the ones who are not

from can keep those things. It was against Moses’ law to ta '_r! 28f a gOOd person Changes a;nd becomes
a person's clothes as collateral. See Deut. 24:12-13. evil, then he must die for the bad things he does.
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27And if a bad man changes and become gc
and fair, then he will save his life. He will live!
28That person saw how bad he was and ca
back to me. He stopped doing the bad things
did in the past. So he will live! He won't die!”

29The people of Israel said, “That’s not fair
.The Lord my Master isn't fair!”

.God said, “I am fair! You are the ones
who are not fairBOWhy? Because family of
Israel, | will judge each person only for thi
things that person does!” The Lord my Mast
said these things. “So come back to me! St
doing bad things! Don't let those terrible
things (idols) cause you to sirdtThrow away
all the terrible thinggidols) you made—they
only cause you to sin! Change your heart a
spirit! Why should you bring death tc
yourselves, people of Isragl4 don't want to
kill you! Please come back and live!” The
Lord my Master said those things.

1 God said to me,"You must sing this
sad song about the leaders of Israel.
2“Your mother is like a female lion

lying there with the male lions.
She went to lie down with
the young male lions,
and had many babies.
3 One of her cubs gets up.
He has grown to be a strong young lior

He has learned to catch his food.
He killed and ate a man.

4 The people heard him roar.
And they caught him in their trap!
They put hooks in his mouth,
and carried the young lion to Egypt.

become the leader.
But now she lost all hope.
So she took another of her cubs.
She trained him to be a lion.
6 He went on hunts with the adult lions.
He became a strong young lion.
He learned to catch his food.
He killed and ate a man.
7 He attacked the palaces.
He destroyed the cities.
Every one in that country was too scare
to speak when they heard his growl.

EZEKIEL 18:27-20:3

Then the people living around him

set a trap for him.

And they caught him in their trap.

They put hooks on him and locked him up.

They had him in their trap.
So they took him to the king of Babylon.
And now, you can't hear his roar

on the mountains of Israel.

10*Your mother is like a grapevine

12

14

planted near the water.
She had plenty of water,
S0 she grew many strong vines.
Then she grew large branches.
They were like a strong walking stick.
They were like a king's scepter.*
The vine grew taller and taller.
|t had many branches
and reached to the clouds.
But the vine was pulled up by the roots,
and thrown down to the ground.
The hot east wind blew and dried its fruit.
The strong branches broke.
And they were thrown into the fire.

Now that grapevine is planted in the desert.
Itis a very dry and thirsty land.
A fire started in the large branch
and spread to destroy all of its
vines and fruit.
So there was no strong walking stick.
There was no king's scepter.

This was a sad song about death, and it was
sung as a sad song about death.”

200ne day, some of the eldefisaders)of
IS

rael came to me to ask the Lord for

, advice. This was on the tenth day of the fifth
5“The mother lion had hOpEd that cub would month(August) of the seventh yeqof exi|eJ.*
The eldergleaders)sat down in front of me.
2Then the word of the Lord came to me. He
said,3“Son of man,* speak to the elders
(leaders)of Israel. Tell them ‘The Lord my
Master says these things: Have you men come
to ask me advice? If you have, then | won't

scepter A special stick. Kings and leaders carried scepters to
show they were rulers.

seventh year of exile This was the summer of 58Lc.

Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” or
“a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel.
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give it to you. The Lord my Master said thesme bring Israel out of Egypt. | did not want to
things.” 4Should you judge them? Will youruin my good name, so | did not destroy Israel
judge them, Son of man?* You must tell theiin front of those other peoplésl made
about the terrible things their fathers have doranother promise to those people in the desert.
SYou must tell them, ‘The Lord my Maste | promised that | would not bring them into
says these things: On the day | chose Israethe land | was giving them. That was a good
raised my hand to Jacob’s family and madeland filled with many good things.* It was the
promise to them in Egypt. | raised my hand aimost beautiful of all countries!
said: “| am the Lord your GodOn that day, | ~ 16“The people of Israel refused to obey my
promised to take you out of Egypt and lead yrules. They did not follow my laws. They
to the land | was giving to you. That was treated my days of rest as if they were not
good land filled with many good things.* It waimportant. They did all these things because
the most beautiful of all countries! their hearts belonged to their filthy idol&But

7| told the family of Israel to throw away! felt sorry for them, so | did not destroy them.
their horrible idols. | told them not to becom! did not completely destroy them in the desert.
filthy with those filthy statues from Egypt. 8 spoke to their children. | told them, “Don't
am the Lord your God.8But they turned be like your parents. Don't make yourself
against me and refused to listen to me. Thfilthy with their filthy idols. Don't follow their
did not throw away their horrible idols. The:laws. Don't obey their command®l am the
did not leave their filthy statues in Egypt. SoLord. | am your God. Obey my laws. Keep my
(God) decided to destroy them in Egypt—tcommands. Do the things | tell yo#Show
let them feel the full force of my ang8But | that my days of rest are important to you.
did not destroy them. | had already told trRemember, they are a special sign between me
people where they were living that | woul@nd you. | am the Lord. And those holidays
bring my people out of Egypt. | did not warShow you that | am your God. _
to ruin my good name, so | did not destrc 21But those children turned against me.
Israel in front of those other peoplédl They did not obey my laws. They did not keep
brought the family of Israel out of Egypt. | leMy commands. They did not do the things |
them into the desertThen | gave them mytold them. And those are good lawsf a
laws. | told them all my rules. If a perso/Person obeys them, then he will live. They
obeys those rules, then he will livil also treated my special days of rest like they were
told"them about all the special days of ren0t important. So | decided to destroy them
Those holidays were a special sign betwe COMpletely in the desert, to let them feel the
me and them. They showed that | am the Lcfull force of my angerz2But | stopped myself.
and that | was making them special to me. The other nations saw me bring Israel out of

13“But the family of Israel turned againstE9YPL | did not want to ruin my good name,

me in the desert. They did not follow my law:SC | did not destroy Israel in front of those
They refused to obey my rulegind they are other people23So | made another promise to
good rules—if a person obeys those rulestN0S€ people in the desert. | promised to
then he will live. They treated my special daySCatter them among the nations, to send them
of rest as if they were not important. The!© many different countries.

worked on those days many, many times >+ 'ne people of Israel did not obey my
decided to destroy them in the desert—to |COMMands. They refused to obey my laws.
them feel the full force of my angeiBut | 1€ tre?ted m3t' s;geialddt%ys of resﬁ_hkz ttf;]ey
- : .were not important. And they worshiped the
did not destroy them. The other nations S‘filthy idols of their fathers?5So | gave them
, , , laws that were not good. | gave them
Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” %tommands that would not bring lifs] let them
“a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel. . . 0
agood land ... good things Literally, “a land flowing with milk make themselves f”thy with their glftS- They

and honey.” even began to sacrifice their own firstborn
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children. In this way, | would destroy thosi| will show my anger against yo@ will
people. Then they would know that | am thbring you out of these other nations. | scattered
Lord.” 27So now, Son of man,* speak to thiyou among these nations. But | will gather you
family of Israel. Tell them, ‘The Lord mytogether and bring you back from these
Master says these things: The people of Isricountries. But | will raise my powerful arm and
said bad things about me and made evil plepunish you. | will show my anger against you!
against mez8But | still brought them to the land3s| will lead you into a deseflike | did beforg,

| promised to give to them. They saw all thBut this will be a place where other nations
hills and green trees, so they went to all tholive, We will stand face to face and | will judge
places to worship. They took their sacrifices alyou. 36 will judge you just like I judged your

anger offerings* to all those places. Theancestors* in the desert near Egypt.” The Lord
offered their sacrifices that made a sweet sirmy Master said these things.

and they offered their drink offerings at thos 37| will judge you guilty and punish you

places?9 asked the people of Israel why theaccording to the Agreement38| will remove

were going fo those high places.* But that hical| the people that turned against me and

place is siill there today.* . sinned against me. | will remove those people
30God said, “ The people of Israel did allfrom your homeland. They will never again

those bad thingsSo speak to the family of come'to the Land of Israel. Then you will
Israel. Tell them, ‘The Lord my Master sayknow that | am the Lord.”

these things: You people have made yourseh ~ 3aNow, family of Israel, the Lord my
filthy by doing the things your ancestors* dicpaster says these things, “If any person wants
You have acted like a prostitute.* You have leq worship his filthy idols, then let him go and
me to be with the horrible gods your ancestcyqrship them. But later, don't think you will
worshiped 31You are giving the same Kind 0lget any advice from me! You will not ruin my
gifts. You are putting your children in the fie8 5 me 3y more! Not when you continue to
a gift to your false godsYou are still making give your gifts to your filthy idols.”
yourself filthy with those filthy idols today! Do~ 407he | ord my Master says, “People must
you really think that | s_houold let you come to Mg a'to my holy mountain—the high mountain
Kl/lnd askBme foltfatiIV|ce._I arln the Lord ario"iqrael 1 serve me! The whole family of
aster. By my 'S Promise, S .Vé’gpt "’Il(nswe'lsrael will be on their land—they will be there
your questions and give you aaviceYou keep . ey country. That is the place you can come

saying you want to be like the other nationto ask me for advice. And you must come to
You live ke t?e peg pledln o-rtglr pigtlons. Yo'that place to bring me your offerings. You must
segv;hpéefg?domwolc\)ﬂagtrlersétg S S|)3 my life Ibring the first part of your crops to me there in
romise that | V\%” rule overy ou ays ki)rll éuthat place. You must bring all your holy gifts to
Ipwill raise my powerful arm )élnd punisr?'youme in that placetIThen | will be pleased with
the sweet smell of your sacrifices. That will
happen when | bring you back. | scattered you
Son OLman Lhi_s Wf; Ufﬁa"ygﬁ_sl,aw?)t/loffsaty;ng a PeEfSOE;”loamong many nations. But | will gather you
a numan being.” but nere tis IS a ttie Tor the man, £zexlel. ;
anger offerings The people called these meals “fellowshiptog(?ther and make yqu my'speC|aI pEOple
offerings.” but Ezekiel is making fun and saying that thos&g@iN. And all those nations will see¢Then
meals only made God angry. you will know that | am the Lord. You will
highlplaces Pla]g[es fortrlvoLsniping God ?r_ false gods. Thesgnow this when | bring you back to the Land of
places were ortien on the nilis and mountains. ; H H
Butthat ... today Literally, “And its name is still called Bamah Israel. That is thfg land | promISEd to glv_e to
(high place) to this day. your ancestors.#3In that country you will

ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person's parents
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.

prostitute A woman paid by men for sexual sin. Sometimes th Agreement  Literally, “Proof.” The flat stones with the Ten
also means a person that is not faithful to God and sto  Commandments written on them were proof of the Agreement
following him. between God and Israel.
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remember all the bad things you did that mamaking these sad sounds?’ Then you must
you filthy. And you will be ashamed¥amily say, ‘Because of the sad news that is coming.
of Israel, you did many bad things. And yoEvery heart will melt with fear. All hands will
should be destroyed because of those kbecome weak. Every spirit will become weak.
things. But to protect my good name, | wonAll knees will be like water.” Look, that bad
give you the punishment you really deservnews is coming. These things will happen!”
Then you will know that | am the Lord.” TheThe Lord my Master said these things.

Lord my Master said these things.
45Then the word of the Lord came to me. H
said,46‘Son of man,* look toward the Negev,

The Sword Is Ready
8The word of the Lord came to me. He said,

the southern part of Judah. Speak against 1%Son of man,* speak to the people for me.
Negev Forest.%7Say to the Negev Forest Say these things, ‘The Lord my Master says
‘Listen to the word of the Lord. The Lord mythese things:

Master said these things: Look, | am ready !
start a fire in your forest. The fire will destroy
every green tree and every dry tree. The flar
that burns won't be put out. All the land fromr
south to north will be burned by the fire
48Then all people will see that I, the Lord, hav
started the fire. The fire won't be put out!”
49Then | (Ezekiel)said, “Oh, Lord my
Master!,If | say those thingsthen the people
will say that | am only telling them stories
_They won't think that it will really happeri!
2 So the word of the Lord came to m
gain. He said2‘Son of man,* look
toward Jerusalem and speak against their h
places. Speak against the land of Israel for r

“Look, a sword, a sharp sword.
And the sword has been polished.
10 The sword was made sharp for killing.
It was polished to flash like lightning.
“My son, you ran away from the stick | used
to punish you.
You refused to be punished with that
wooden stick.
11 So the sword has been polished.
Now it can be used.
The sword was sharpened and polished.
Now it can be put in the hand of
the killer.

12“Shout out and scream, Son of man!*

3Say to the land of Israel, ‘The Lord said the:Why? Because the sword will be used against
things: | am against you! | will pull my sworcmy people and all the rulers of Israel! Those
from its sheath!* | will remove all people fronfulers wanted war—so they will be with my

you—the good people and the evil people! people when the sword comes! So slap your
will cut both good people and evil people frorthigh |and make loud noises to show your
you. | will pull my sword from its sheath ancsadnes$ 13Why? Because it is not just a test!

use it against all people from south to nort You refused to be punished with the wooden

5Then all people will know that | am the Lordstick, so whatelse should | use to punish

And they will know that | have pulled myYyou?,Yes, the sword The Lord my Master
sword from its sheath. My sword won't gesaid those things.

m

back into its sheath agaumtil it is finished

14 God said, “Son of man,* clap your

6,God said to me:Son of man,* make sadhands and speak to the people for me.

sounds like a sad person with a broken het
Make these sad sounds in front of the peop
"Then they will ask you, ‘Why are you

Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” or

“a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel.

Negev Forest God is probably making fun. The Negev is a

desert area, there are no forests in the Negev.

sheath A place for the sword to be kept in when not in use. It

was worn around the waist.

“Let the sword come down twice,

Yes, three times!

This sword is for killing the people.
This is the sword for the great killing!

This sword will cut into them.

15 Their hearts will melt with fear.

And many people will fall.

The sword will kill many people
by the city gates.
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Yes, the sword will flash like lightning.  clear. You forced me to remember that you

It was polished to kill the people! are guilty. So the enemy will catch you in his
16 Sword, be sharp! hand.2°And you, evil leader of Israel, you

Cut on the right side. will be killed. Your time of punishment has

Cut straight ahead. come! The end is here!”

Cut on the left side. 26The Lord my Master says these things,

Go every place your edge was chosen to g‘“Take off the turban!* Take off the crown!
" - The time has come to change. The important
. Thz?lé ﬁovgiﬁvglglafhgxiﬂanrﬂs' anaer leaders will be brought low. And people that
| the Lord havg spoke n?” y angef. are not important now will become important
’ ’ poken: leaders27 will completely destroy that city!
But this won't happen until the right man
becomes the new king. Then | will let him
(the king of Babylonhave this city.”

Choosing the Way to Jerusalem

18The word of the Lord came to me. Hi
said,19'Son of man,* draw two roads that the
sword of the king of Babylon can use to con Prophecy Against Ammon
o Israe). Both roads will come from the sami 28God said, “Son of man,* speak to the

ﬁgggtgﬁ (tﬁgtr)gg)dn% oTtEgnci%LaL\JAé :tﬁiaggi ;ﬁt éhepeople for me. Say these things, ‘The Lord my
show which road the sword'LwiII use. One rO,Master says these things to the people of
' “Ammon and their shamefidod:

leads to the Ammonite city of Rabbah. Th
other road leads to Judah, to the protected ¢ “Look, a sword!

JerusalemP®iThis shows that the king of The sword is out of its sheath.*
Babylon,is planning the way he wants tc The sword has been polished!
attack that argaThe king of Babylon has The sword is ready to kill.

come to the place where the two roac It was polished to flash like lightning!

separate. The king of Babylon has ugedgig
signs to find the future. He shook some arrow
He asked questions from family idols. H
looked at the livertfrom an animal he killed
22‘The signs tell him to take the road on hi
right, the road leading to Jerusalem! He pla
to bring the battering rams.* He will give the
command, and his soldiers will begin th
killing. They will shout the battle cry. Then
they will build a wall of dirt around the city.
They will build a dirt road leading up to the
walls. They will build wooden towers to attacl
the city.23Those magig signs mean nothing to
the people of Israel. They have the promis
they made. Bufthe Lord will remember their
sin! Then the Israelites will be captured.”
24The Lord my Master says this, “You hav:

done many bad things. Your sins are ve
turban(s) A head covering made by wrapping a long piece of
cloth around the head or around a cap worn on the head.

Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” osheath A place for the sword to be kept in when not in use. It
“a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel. ~ was worn around the waist.

arrows, idols, liver People who believed in false gods useivision(s) Something like a dream that God used to speak to
these things to try to learn the future. people.

battering rams Heavy logs that soldiers used to break holecruel men This is a word play. The Hebrew word is like the
into the gates or walls around a city. word meaning “to burn.”

29 Your visions* are useless.
Your magic won't help you.
It is only a bunch of lies.
The sword is now at the throats of evil men.
They will soon be only dead bodies.
Their time has come.
The time has come for their evil to end.

Prophecy Against Babylon

30“Put the sword(Babylon)back in its
sheath.* Babylon, I will judge you in the place
where you were created, in the land where you
were born3Y will pour out my anger against
you. My anger will burn you like a hot wind. |
will hand you over to cruel men.* Those men
are skilled at killing peoplé2You will be like
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fuel for the fire. Your blood will flow deep into  12“In Jerusalem, you men take money to
the earth—people will never remember yckill people. You people lend money and

again. |, the Lord, have spoken!” charge interest on those loans. You people
cheat their neighbors just to make a little
Ezekiel Speaks Against Jerusalem money. And you people have forgotten me.’

The word of the Lord came to me. H The Lord my Master said these things.
2 aid, 2:Son of man,* will you judge the ¥ ,God said, ‘Now look! | will slam my
city of murderergJerusalent) Will you tell hand down and stop you! I will punish you for
her about all the terrible things she has dorcheating and killing peopletWill you be
3You must say, ‘The Lord my Master says thi brave then? Will you?be sltrong at the time |
The city is full of murderers. So her time ccOMe 10 punish you? No! | am the Lord. I
punishment will come! She made filthy idol have spoken. And | will do the things | said!

: : 19 will scatter you among the nations. | will
for herself. And those idols made her filthy! . :
#People of Jerusalem, you killed manjforce you to go to many countries. | will

people. You made filthy idols, You are guiltycompletely destroy the filthy things in this

d the time h " <h v city. 16But Jerusalem, you will become
ana the time has Come 10 punish you. Y0 nclaan + And the other nations will see all

end has come. Other nations will make fun tese things happen. Then you will know that
you. Those countries will laugh at you| am the Lord.”

SPeople far and near will make fun of yot
You have ruined your name. You can hear t Israel Is Like Worthless Waste

loud laughter. 17The word of the Lord came to me. He said,
6“Look! In Jerusalem, every ruler of Israe18‘Son of man,* bronze, iron, lead, and tin are
made himself strong so he could kill otheworthless compared to silvgivorkers put
people.’People in Jerusalem don't respessilver into fire to make it pure. The silver melts
their parents. They hurt foreigners in that citand the workers separate it from the waste.
They cheat orphans and widows* in theThe nation of Israel has become like that
place.8You people hate my holy things. Yoiworthless wastéSo the Lord and Master says
treat my special days of rest like they are nthese things, ‘All of you people have become
important.SPeople in Jerusalem tell lies aboilike worthless waste. So | will gather you into
other people. They do this to kill thosJerusalem?dWorkers put silver, bronze, iron,

innocent peop|e_ Pe0p|e go to the mountailead, and t|n intO a ﬁre. They bIOW on the ﬁre to
Jerusalem to egtheir fellowship meals In the same way, | will put you in my fire and
“In Jerusalem, people do many sexual sir Melt you. That fire is my hot angéH will put
10n Jerusalem, people do sexual sins wi¥o4 IN tRatdflre. ! W.'llll SIO"V Ot” the rg!rzes'?f my
: o anger. And you will begin to mel&2Silver
wgr']: gﬁth(;(/:nwéffr'igg gﬁéﬁsglgmm;n ﬁ?n erag melts in the firgand workers pour off the silver
L . ~and save jt In the same way, you will melt in
o e e e . Then you ol am
hgs sex with his c?wn daughtér-in-law anLOtrd' And you wil l:now ,Ehat | have poured
out my anger against you.
makes her unclean.* And another man rap y angerag Y
his father's daughter—his very own sister. Ezekiel Speaks Against Jerusalem

23The word of the Lord came to me. He said,
Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” of4'S0N Of man,* speak to Israel. Tell her that
*a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel. She iS not pure.* | am angry at that country, so
orphans and widows Widows are women whose hushands hav
died, and orphans are children whose parents have died. O
these people have no one to care for them. not pure This is a word play. The Hebrew word also means
unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship. “not rained on.”
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that country has not received its ra#iThe two sisters. They were daughters of the same
prophets in Jerusalem are making evil plarmother.3They became prostitutes* in Egypt
They are like a lion—it roars when it begins twhile they were still young girls. In Egypt,
eat the animal it caught. Those prophets hethey first made love and let men touch their
destroyed many lives. They have taken manipples and hold their young breastShe
valuable things. They caused many women older daughter was named Oholah.* And her
become widows* in Jerusalem. sister was named Oholibah.* Those sisters
26‘The priests have really hurt mybecame my wives. And we had children.
teachings. They don't treat my holy thing(Oholah is really Samaria. And Oholibah is
right—they don't show they are importantreally Jerusalem.)
They treat holy things just like things that ar 5“Then Oholah became unfaithful to me—
not holy. They treat clean* things just likeshe began to live like a prostitute*. She began
things that are unclean. They don't teach tito want her lovers. She saw the Assyrian
people about these things. They refuse soldiersin their blue uniforms. They were all
respect my special days of rest. They treat desirable young men riding horses. They were
like I am not important. leaders and officer8And Oholah gave herself
2™The leaders in Jerusalem are like a woto all those men. All of them were hand-
eating the animal it has caught. Those leadipicked soldiers in the Assyrian army. And she
attack and kill people just to get rich. wanted them all! She became filthy with their
28‘The prophetsdon’t warn the people— filthy idols. 8_Bes_|des that, she never stopped
they cover up the fruth. They are like workeiher love affair with Egypt. Egypt made love to
that don't really fix a wali—they only put her when she was a young girl. Egypt was the
plaster over the holes. They only see liefirst lover to touch her young breasts. Egypt
They do their magic to learn the future, bipoured his untrue love on héiSo I let her
they only tell lies. They say, ‘The Lord mylovers have her. She wanted Assyria, so | gave
Master said these things.’ But they are onher to them!0They raped* her. They took her
lying—the Lord did not speak to them! children. And they used a sword and killed
2%The common people take advantage (her. They punished her. And women still talk
each other. They cheat and steal from eaabout her. _ ,
other. They get rich by taking advantage « !‘Her younger sister, Oholibah, saw all

poor helpless beggars. And they really chethese things happen. But Oholibah did more
the foreigners_’[hey are not fair to them at all SINS than her sister! She was more unfaithful

30| asked the people tghange their lives than Oholah12She wanted the Assyrian
and protect their country. | asked people tleaders and officers. She wanted those soldiers

fix the walls. | wanted them to stand by tho<in blue uniforms riding their horses. They
holes in the wall and fight to protect their citywere all desirable young me#l saw that
But no person came to hel@So | will show ~0Oth women were going to ruin their lives

them my anger—I will completely destroyWith the same mistakes.
them! | )\;vill p?unish them forpthe b)gd thing)s 1#Oholibah continued to be unfaithful to

they have done. It is all their fault!” The LorcMe- In Babylon, she saw pictures of men
my Master said these things. carved on the walls. These were pictures of

2 The word of the Lord came to me. Hi

a|d,2 SQ” of man’*l_“Sten to this story prostitute(s) A woman paid by men for sexual sin. Sometimes
about Samaria and Jerusajeﬂihere Were  this also means a person that is not faithful to God and stops
following him.
Oholah  This name means “Tent.” It probably refers to the Holy
widows Women whose husbands have died. Often these wonr ~ Tent where the people of Israel went to worship God.
had no one to care for them. Oholibah ~ This name means “My Tent is in heountry.”
clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship. raped Literally, “revealed her nakedness.” The Hebrew word
Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” 0 meaning “revealed” is like the word meaning “carried away as
“a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel.  a prisoner to a faraway country.”
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Chaldean* men wearing their red uniformsabout your love affair with Egypt. You will
15They wore belts around their waists arnever again look for them. You will never
long turbans on their heads. All of those m¢remember Egypt again!™
looked like chariot* officers. They all lookec 28The Lord my Master says these things, ‘|
like native born Babylonian merd6And am giving you to the men you hate. | am giving
Oholibah wanted thend’So those Babylonianyou to the men you became disgusted with.
men came to her love bed to have sex w2%And they will show how much they hate you!
her. They used her and made her so filthy tIThey will take everything you worked for. And
she became disgusted with them! they will leave you bare and naked! People will
18'Oholibah* let everyone see that she weclearly see your sins. They will see that you
unfaithful. She let so many men enjoy heacted like a prostitute and dreamed wicked
naked body, that | became disgusted with herdreams:30You did those bad things when you
just like | had become disgusted with her sistileft me to chase after those other nations. You
19Again and again Oholibah was unfaithful tdid those bad things when you began to
me. And then she remembered the love affworship their filthy idols3You followed your
she had as a young girl in Egyp@She sister and lived like her. You, yourself, took her
remembered her lover with the penis like cup of poison and held it in your handgou
donkey and a flood of semen like a horse.  caused your own punishmeh®2The Lord my
2*Oholibah,* you dreamed of those time Master says these things:
when you were young; when your love
touched your nipples and held your your
breasts22So Oholibah, the Lord my Maste
says these things, ‘You became disgusted w
your lovers. But I will bring your lovers here
They will surround you23| will bring all
those men from Babylon, especially th
Chaldeans. | will bring the men from Pekoc
Shoa, and Koa. And | will bring all those me
from Assyria. So | will bring all those leader
and officers. They were all desirable your
men, chariot* officers and hand-picker ,,
soldiers riding their horse&4Those crowd of
men will come to you. They will come riding
on their horses and in their chariots. The
will be many, many people. They will havi
their spears, shields, and helmets. They w
gather together around you. | will tell ther
what you have done to me. And they wi
punish you their own waysl will show you A | dalm théat'ﬁord ?ﬂd Master.
how jealous | am. They will be very angry an nd 1 said (hese things.
hurt you. They will cut off your nose and ear:  35'So, the Lord my Master said these things,
They will use a sword and kill you. Then the‘ Jerusalemyou forgot me. You threw me away
will take your children, and burn whatever iand left me behind. So now you must suffer for
left of you.26They will take your nice clothesleaving me and living like a prostitute.* You
and jewelry.27And | will stop your dreams must suffer for your wicked dreams.”

“You will drink your sister's cup of poison.
Itis a tall, wide cup of poison.
That cup holds much pois@punishment)
People will laugh at you
and make fun of you.
33 You will stagger like a drunk person.
You will become very dizzy.
That is the cup of destruction
and devastation.
Itis like the cugjpunishment)
that your sister drank.
You will drink the poison in that cup.
You will drink it to the last drop.
You will throw down the glass
and break it to pieces.
And you will tear at your breasts
from the pain.
This will happen because

Chaldean An important family group in Babylonia. SometimesYou ... your hands Or, “I put her cup in your hands.”

this name means simply, “people from Babylonia.” prostitute A woman paid by men for sexual sin. Sometimes this
chariot(s) A small wagon used in war. also means a person that is not faithful to God and stops
Oholibah  This name means “My Tent is in hepuntry.” following him.
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Judgment Against Oholah and Oholibah they went again and again to Oholah and

36The Lord my Master said to me, “Son cOholibah, those wicked women. ,
man,* will you judge Oholah and Oholibah’_ “**But good men will judge them guilty.
Then tell them about the terrible things the They will judge those women guilty of the sin
have done37They have done the sin oof adultery* and murder. Why? Because
adultery.* They are guilty of murder. The)OhoIah and Oholibah have done the sin of
acted like prosfitutes—they left me to be witadultery and the blood from people they killed
their filthy idols. They had my children. BuiiS Still on their hands!

they forced them to pass through fire. The_ “°The Lord my Master said these things,
did this to give food to their filthy idols. Gather the people together. Then let those
38They also treated my special days of reP€OPIe punish Oholah and Oholibah. This
and my holy place like they were nodrouP of people Wlllwpumsh and make fun of
important.39They killed their children for (N€Se two woment7Then the group will

their idols,* and then they went into my honthrow stones at them and kill them. Then the

e | 2 enegroup will cut the women to pieces with their
ﬂgi%% gwr;/dtenr;%?gl*lt filthy tool They did thl‘swords. They will kill the women’s children
A ' ,and burn their house4in this way, | remove
p|aceTshe%na::nfgmmfggsgﬁge?%n t;]aersiw%that shame from this country. And all the
And those men came to see you. You bathother women will be warned not to do the
for them, painted your eyes, and put on yoSha-mﬁfUI tr}mgi you EavehQOrF@They_wnl
jewelry. 4You sat on a fine bed with a tablPUN'SN you or the wicked things you did. And

. . " you will be punished for worshiping your
sct Defore IL. You put my incense* and Miithy iols, Then you will know that | am the

it .. Lord and Master.”
42The noise in Jerusalem sounded like ord and Maste

crowd of people having a party.* Many peopl The Pot and the Meat

came to the party. People were alreac

drinking as they came in from the desert. Th(2 Bh%go{ﬂigfvsgg ggr?h?%/emlségr Coa]}rphee

gave bracelets and beautiful crowns to tlt h . in the ninth £ i *yH

women.43Then | spoke to one of the womel enth mont, In the ninth yego! exiie,” He
said, 2‘Son of man,* write today’'s date and

who was worn out from her sexual sins. | 1Olye'noe o this date the army of the king of
her, ‘Will they continue to do sexual S'nS.W'“Babylon surrounded JerusalenmTell this

her, and she with them®But they kept going g0y t4 the family that refuses to obey
to her like they would go to a prostitute.* Yef(lsrael). Tell them these things, ‘The Lord my

Master says this:
Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” or .
“a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel. Put the pot on the fire.

adultery  Breaking the marriage promise by sexual sin. Put on the pot and pour in the water.
idols  Statues of false gods that people worshiped. 4 Putinthe pieces of meat
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship. Puti d i '
my incense A special blend of spices that were burned as a gift utin e\_/ery good piece,
to God. This special incense was to be burned only in the the thighs and the shoulders.
temple. See Ex. 30:34-38. Fill the pot with the best bones.

my oil The special oil that was used for anointing priests and 5 |Jsa the best animals in the flock
things in the temple to make them holgpécia). See '

Ex. 30-29-33 Pile the wood under the pot.

party The Hebrew word is like the word for a fellowship And boil the pieces of meat,
offering, a time when people came to share a meal and enjoy  Boil the soup until even the bones
themselves together with the Lord. Here it seems this time of are cooked!’

worship turned into a wild party. See Deut 14:22-29; 26:1-1%

prostitute A woman paid by men for sexual sin. Sometimes th
also means a person that is not faithful to God and stoninth year of exile This was 15 Jan 588.c., the date that
following him. Nebuchadnezzar began his attack on Jerusalem.
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6 “So the Lord my Master says these things 13 *“You sinned against me

‘It will be bad for Jerusalem and became stained with sin.

It will be bad for that city of murderers. | wanted to wash you and make you clean.

Jerusalem is like a pot with rust on it. But the stains would not come out.
And those spots of rust can't be remove | won't try washing you again

_That pot is not clean, so you must until my hot anger is finished with you!
ta}<e every piece of meat out of the pot' 14 am the Lord. | said your punishment

[Don't eat that meay! would come, and | will make it happen. | won't

And don't letthe priestschoose any  hold pack the punishment. | won't feel sorry for
(of that ruined megt you. | will punish you for the bad things you

7 Jerusalem is like a pot with rustonit. - gjid.’ The Lord my Master said those things.”
Why? Because the blood from

the murders is still there! The Death of Ezekiel's Wife
She put the blood on the bare rock! 15Then the word of the Lord came to me.
She did not pour the blood on the grounHe said,16‘Son of man,* you love your wife
and cover it with dirt.* very much, but | am going to take her away
8 | put her blood on the bare rock, from you. Your wife will die suddenly. But
so it would not be covered. you must not show your sadness. You must

| did this so people would get angry and not cry loudly. You will cry and your tears
punish her for killing innocent people.” will fall, 17but you must make your sad
. .__sounds quietly. Don't cry out loud for your
? “So the Lord my Master says these things:qeaq wife. You must wear the clothes you
"It will be bad for that city of murderers! ormally wear, Wear your turban* and your

| will pile up plenty of wood for the fire. shoes. Don't cover your mustactte show

10 Put plenty of woogunder the pot your sadnegsAnd don't eat the food people
Light the fire. normally eat when a person dies.”
Cook the meat well done! 18The next morning | told the people what
Mix in the spices.* God had said. That evening, my wife died. The
And let the bones be bumed up. next morning | did the things God commanded.
11 Then let the pot stand empty 19Then the people said to me, “Why are you
on the coals. doing these things? What does it mean?”
Let it become so hot that its stains* 20Then | said to them, “The word of the
begin to glow. Lord came to me. He told n#&o speak to the
Those stains will be melted away. ~ family of Israel. The Lord my Master said,
The rust will be destroyed. ‘Look, | will destroy my holy place. You are
, proud of that place and sing songs of praise
12 Jerusalemmight work hard about it. You love to see that place. You really
to scrub away her stains. love that place,But | will destroy that plage
But that ‘rust’ won't go away! and your children that you left behind will be
Only fire (punishmentyuill remove killed in battle.22But you will do the same
that rust! things that | have don@bout my dead wife

You won't cover your mustache® show your
blood ... dirt  The Law of Moses teaches that if a person kile§2dNess You won't eat the food people
an animal for food, he must pour the blood on the ground ambrmally eat when a person di@8You will

cover it with dirt. This showed that he was giving the life ofyegr your turbans* and your shoes. You
that animal back to God. See Lev. 17:1-16 and Deut. 12:1-"%

If the blood was not covered with dirt, then it was a witne:

against the killer. See Gen. 4:10, Job 15:18, and Isa. 26:21. Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” or
Mix in the spices We are not sure of the meaning of thic  “a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel.

sentence. turban(s) A head covering made by wrapping a long piece of
stains Or, “bronze.” cloth around the head or around a cap worn on the head.
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won't show your sadness. You won't cry. Bu Prophecy Against Moab and Seir

you will be wasting away because of yoL 8The Lord my Master says these things,
sins. You will make your sad sounds quiet“Moab and SeifEdom)say, ‘The family of
to each other?4So Ezekiel is an example foljudah is just like any other natiofl'will cut
you. You will do all the same things he dicinto Moab’s shoulder—I will take away its
That time of punishment will come. And theicities which are on its borders, the glory of the
you will know that | am the Lord.” land, Beth Jeshimoth, Baal Meon, and
25-28Son of man,* | will take away that Kiriathaim. 10Then | will give these cities to
safe placgJerusalem)from the people. That the people of the east. They will get your land.
beautiful place makes them happy. They loAnd | will let those people from the east
to see that place. They really love that placdestroy the people of Ammon. Then everyone
But at that time, | will take that city and theiwill forget that the people of Ammon were a

children away from these people. One of tination.11So, | will punish Moab. Then they
survivors will come to you with the bad newwill know that | am the Lord.”

about Jerusalen®7At that time, you will be

able to speak to that person. You won't t Prophecy Against Edom

silent any more. In this way, you will be ai 12The Lord my Master says these things,
example for them. Then they will know that “The people of Edom turned against the

am the Lord.” family of Judah and tried to get even. The
, people of Edom are guilty3So the Lord my
Prophecy Against Ammon Master says: “I will punish Edom. | will

2 The word of the Lord came to me. Hidestroy the people and the animals in Edom. |
aid,2*Son of man,* look toward the will destroy the whole country of Edom, all
people of Ammon and speak against them ithe way from Teman to Dedan. The Edomites

me. 3Say to the people of Ammon: ‘Listen tcwill be killed in battle.14 will use my people

the word of the Lord my Master! The Lord m'Israel and get even against Edom. In this way,

Master says this: You were happy when nthe people of Israel will show my anger

holy place was destroyed. You were against tagainst Edom. Then those people of Edom

land of Israel when it was polluted. You werwill know that | punished them.” The Lord my

against the family of Judah when the peopMaster said these things.

were carried away as prisonetSo | will give

you to the people from the east. They will g Prophecy Against the Philistines

your land. Their armies will set up their camg  15The Lord my Master says these things,

in your country. They will live among you.“The Philistines tried to get even. They were

They will eat your fruit and drink your milk.  very cruel. They let their anger burn inside them
5| will make the city Rabbah a pasture fo too long!” 1650 the Lord my Master said, “I will

camels and the country of Ammon a shetpunish the Philistines. Yes, | will destroy those

pen. Then you will know that | am the Lordpeople from Crete. | will completely destroy

6The Lord says these things: You were hapjthose people living on the sea coast. will

that Jerusalem was destroyed. You clapppunish those people—! will get even. | will let

your hands and stamped your feet. You hmy anger teach them a lesson. Then they will

fun insulting the land of IsraefSo | will know that | am the Lord!”

punish you. You will be like the valuable

things soldiers take in war. You will lose you The Sad Message About Tyre

inheritance. You will die in faraway lands. 26}n the eleventh yegof exile,* on the

will destroy your country! Then you will irst day of the month, the word of the

know that | am the Lord.” Lord came to me. He sai@Son of man,*

Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” oeleventh year of exile This is probably the summer of 58%.
“a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel. ~ See 2 Kings 25:3.
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Tyre said bad things about Jerusalerriches. They will take the things you wanted to

‘Hurray! The city gate protecting the people isell. They will break down your walls and

destroyed! The city gate is open for me. Tldestroy your pleasant houses. They will throw

city (Jerusalem}s ruined, so | can get plentyyour stones and woqtlousesinto the sea like

of valuable things out of it!” garbage13So | will stop the sound of your
3S0 the Lord my Master says: “I am againhappy songs. People won't hear your harps

you, Tyre! | will bring many nations to fightany more14 will make you a bare rock. You

against you. They will come again and agaiwill be a place by the sea for spreading fishing

like waves on the beach.” nets! You won't be built again. Why? Because
4 God said, “Those enemy soldiers will I, the Lord, have spoken!” The Lord my

destroy the walls of Tyre and pull down heMaster said those things.

towers. | will also scrape the topsoil from he , ,

land. | will make Tyre a bare rockTyre wil Other Nations Will Cry for Tyre

become a place by the sea for spreading fishi _15The Lord my Master says this to Tyre:

nets. | have spoken!” The Lord my Maste“The countries along the Mediterranean coast

says, “Tyre will be like the valuable thinggwnl shake at the sound of your fall. That will

soidiers take in waréHer daughtergsmall happen when your people are hurt and killed.

towns)on the mainland will be killed in battle. 1°Then all the leaders of the countries by the

Then they will know that | am the Lord.” ~ sea will step down from their throneand
show their sadnegsThey will take off their
Nebuchadnezzar Will Attack Tyre special robes. They will take off their

TThe Lord my Master says these things, Peautiful clothes. Then they will put on their
will bring an enemy from the north agains clothes of shaking((fear). They will sit on
Tyre. That enemy is Nebuchadnezzar, tithe ground and shake with fear. They will be
great king of Babylon! He will bring a veryshocked at how quickly you were destroyed.
large army. There will be horses, chariots }'They will sing this sad song about you:
horse soldiers and many, many other soldie  «Tyre, you were a famous city.*

Those soldiers will be from many differen Péople came from across the sea
nations.8Nebuchadnezzar will kill your to live in you.*

daughtergsmall towns)on the mainland. He You were famous,

will build towers to attack your city. He will but now you are gone!

build a dirt road around your Clty He will You were Strong on the sea,

build a dirt road Ieading up to the walbHe and so were the peop|e ||V|ng in you.
will bring the logs to break down your walls You made all the people living

He will use picks and break down your tower on the mainland afraid of you.
10There will be so many of his horses that tf 18 Now, on the day you fall,

dust from them will cover you. Your walls will the countries along the coast

shake at the noise of horse soldiers, wago will shake with fear.

and chariots when the king of Babylon ente  You started many colonies along the coast.
the city through your city gates. Yes, they wi Now those people will be scared
come into your city because its walls will b when you are gone!”

pulled down11The king of Babylon will come .
riding through your city. His horses’ hoofs, 2°The Lord my Master says these things,

will come pounding over your streets. He wi: LTY"e, | will destroy yoyand you will
kill your people with swords. The stron(2€come an old, empty city. No one will live
columns in your city will fall to the ground.there- | will cause the sea to flow over you.

12Nebuchadnezzar's men will take away yol
you were a famous city This can also mean, “People have cried
for you.”
chariot(s) A small wagon used in war. People ... you This can also mean, “People have lived in you
hoof(s) The hard part of a horse’s foot. for a long time.”



983 EZEKIEL 26:20-27:18
The great sea will cover yodl will sendyou 8 Men from Sidon and Arvad

down into that deep hole—to the place whe rowed your boats for you.

dead people are. You will join the people th: Tyre, your wise men were the pilots

died long ago. | will send you to the worlc on your ships.

below, like all the other old, empty cities. Yo 9 The elders and wise men from Byblos*
will be with all the others that go down to th were on board to help put caulking*
grave. No one will live in you then. You will between the boards on your ship.
never again be in the land of the living All the ships of the sea and their sailors
210ther people will be afraid about wha came to trade and do business with you.’

happened to you. You will be finished! Peop
will look for you, but they will never find you
again!” That is what the Lord my Master say:

10*Men from Persia, Lud, and Put were in
your army. They were your men of war. They
hung their shields and helmets on your walls.
Tyre the Great Center of Trade on the Seas They brought honor and glory to your city.

he word of the Lord came to me againllMe” from Arvad and Cilicia were guards
27.I[|e said,2'Son of man,* sing this sad standing on the wall around your city. Men

t Tvre3Say these thi t Tyre:from Gammad were in your towers. They
song about TyreiSay these things about Tyre hung their shields on the walls around your

“ Tyre, you are the door to the seas. ~ city. They made your beauty complete.
You are the merchant* for many nations  12Tarshish* was one of your best customers.
You travel to many countries They traded silver, iron, tin, and lead for all the
along the coast. wonderful things you sold:3People in Greece,

The Lord my Master says these things:  Turkey, and the area around the Black Sea

“Tyre, you think that you are so beautiful. ~ traded with you. They traded slaves and bronze
You think you are perfectly beautiful!  for the things you soldt4People from the

4 The Mediterranean Sea is the border  nation* of Togarmah traded horses, war horses,

around your city. _and mules for the things you soldThe people
Your builders made you perfectly beautifulof Rhodes* traded with you. You sold your
like the ships that sail from yqu. things in many places. People brought ivory

5 Your builders used cypress trees from  tysks and ebony wood to pay yd§Aram
the Senir mountains to make your plankstraded with you because you had so many good
They used cedar trees from Lebanon  things. They traded emeralds, purple cloth, fine

to make your mast. needlework, fine linen, coral* and rubies for the
6 They used oak trees from Bashan things you sold.
to make your oars. 1™The people in Judah and Israel traded

They used pine trees from Cyprus — yjith you. They paid for the things you sold

to make the cabin on your deck. with the wheat, olives, early figs, honey, oil,
They decorated that shelter with ivory.  ang halm *18amascus was a good customer.

7 For your sail, They traded with you for the many wonderful

they used colorful linen made in EQYPt. things you had. They traded wine from Helbon
That sail was your flag.

The coverings over your cabin ,
Byblos Literally, “Gebal.”

were blue and purple. . caulking Often a mixture of tar and rope that was put between
They came from the coast of Cyprus. the boards to make a ship watertight so it would not leak.
Tarshish  This is probably a city in Spain.
nation Literally, “house.” This might mean the royal family of
Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” 0 that country.
“a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel. Rhodes Or, “Dedan.” See verse 20.
merchant A person who buys and sells things for a living. coral Sea animals that leave skeletons after they die. The
deck The floor of a ship. skeletons are hard like rocks and are used for jewelry.
Cyprus Literally, “Elishah.” This might be the area nearbalm An ointment from some kinds of trees and plants. It is
Enkomi, Cyprus or it might be the Greek islands. used as medicine.
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and white wool for those thingg¥Damascus 30  They will be very sad about you.

traded wine from Uzal for the things you sol They will cry,

They paid wrought iron, cassia* and sug: throw dust on their heads,

cane for those thingg®Dedan provided good and roll in ashes.

business. They traded with you fo 31 They will shave their heads for you.
saddlecloths and for riding horsédArabia They will put on clothes of sadness.
and all the leaders of Kedar traded lamk They will cry for you like someone crying
rams, and goats for your good#The for a person that died.

merchants* of Sheba and Raamah traded w A . : -
you. They traded all the best spices and ewi *2And in their heavy crying they will sing
kind of precious stone and gold for yOUthls sad song about you, and cry about you.

goods.2Haran, Canneh, Eden, the merchar  «Ng gne is like Tyre!

of Sheba, Asshur and Kilmad traded with yo Tyre is destroyed,
24They paid with the best clothes, clothes fro in the middie of the seal
blue and fine needlework, carpets of mar 33 yoyr husinessmen sailed across the seas.
colors, tightly wound ropes anthings made You satisfied many people
from, cedar wood. These were the things th with your great wealth
traded with you25The ships of Tarshish and the things you sold.
carried the things you sold. You made the kings of the earth rich!
“ Tyre, you are like one of those cargo ships 3+ But now you are broken by the seas,
You are on the sea, loaded with many rich and by the deep waters.
26 Your oarsmen rowed you far out to Sea. All the things you sell
But a powerful east wind and all your people have fallen!
will destroy your ship at sea. 35 All the people living on the coast
27 And all your wealth will spill into the sea. are shocked about you.
Your wealth— Their kings are terribly afraid.
the things you buy and sell— Their faces show their shock.
will spill into the sea. 36 The merchants* in other nations
Your whole crew— whistle about you.
sailors, pilots, and the men who The things that happened to you
put caulking* between the boards will scare people.
on your ship— Why? Because you are finished.
will spill into the sea. You will be no more.”
The merchantsand soldiers in your city, . .
will all sink into the sea. Tyre Thinks It Is Like a God
That will happen on the day 2 The word of the Lord came to me. He
that you are destroyed! aid,2*Son of man,* say to the ruler of

28 “You send your businessmen Tyre, ‘The Lord my Master says these things:

to faraway places. “You are very proud!
Those places will shake with fear And you say,
when they hear your pilot’s cry! “I'am a god!
29 Your whole crew will jump ship. | sit on the seat of gods
The sailors and pilots will jump ship in the middle of the seas.”
and swim to the shore.

“But you are a man and not God!

You only think you are a god.
cassia A spice or perfume.
merchant(s) A person who buys and sells things for a living.
caulking Often a mixture of tar and rope that was put betwetSon of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” or
the boards to make a ship watertight so it would not leak. “a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel.
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3 You think you are wiser than Danel'*
You think you can find out all secrets!
4 Through your wisdom and understanding
you have gotten riches for yourself.
And you put gold and silver 14
in your treasuries.
5 Through your great wisdom and trade,
you have made your riches grow.
And now you are proud because of

those riches.
15

6“So the Lord my Master says these things:
Tyre, you thought you were like a god.
| will bring strangers to fight against you. ;¢
They are most terrible among the nation:
They will pull out their swords
and use them against the beautiful thin¢
that your wisdom brought you.
They will ruin your glory.
8  They will bring you down to the grave.
You will be like a sailor that died at sea
9 That person will kill you.
Will you still say, “l am a god™?
No! He will have you in his power.
You will see that you are a man, not God
10 Strangers will treat you like a foreigner* 45
and kil you.
_Those things will happen becayse
| gave the command!”
The Lord my Master said those things.

11The word of the Lord came to me. Hi
said,12'Son of man,* sing this sad song abot
the king of Tyre. Say to him, ‘The Lord my
Master says these things:

18

“You were the ideal man.
You were full of wisdom.
You were perfectly handsome.
13 You were in Eden,

the Garden of God. 19

You had every precious stone—
rubies, topaz, and diamonds;
beryls, onyx, and jasper;
sapphires, turquoise, and emeralds.

Danel An ancient wise man.
foreigner Literally, “uncircumcised.” To have the foreskin cut

EZEKIEL 28:3-19

And each of these stones was set in gold.
You were given this beauty
on the day you were created.

.God, made you strong.

You were one of the chosen Cherubs.*
_Your wings spread ovemy throng.
And | put you on the holy mountain of God.
You walked among the jewels
that sparkled like fire.
You were good and honest
when | created you.
But then you became evil.
Your business brought yomany riches
But they also put cruelty inside you.
And you sinned.
So | treated you like you were some
unclean thing—
| threw you off the mountain of God.
You were one of the special
Cherub angels—
_Your wings spread ovemy throng.
But | forced you to leave the jewels
that sparkled like fire.
Your beauty made you proud.
Your glory ruined your wisdom.
So | threw you down to the ground.
And now other kings stare at you.
You did many wrong things.
You were a very crooked businessman.
In this way, you made the holy places
unclean.
So | brought fire from inside you.
It burned you!
You burned to ashes on the ground.
Now everyone can see your shame.

All the people in other nations
were shocked about what happened
to you.
What happened to you will make people
very afraid.
You are finished!”

off. This was done to every Jewish male to show he sharedCherubs Angels that were often used like guards to be around

the Agreement God made with Israel. See Gen. 17:9-14.
Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” 0
“a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel.

the king (God) or to protect thingstiie Garden of EdgnThe
Cherub angels on the Box of the Agreement were like guards
by the king's throne .
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The Message Against Sidon of Egypt. Speak for me against him and Egypt.
20The word of the Lord came to me. H3Say, ‘The Lord my Master says these things:

said,21"Son of man,* look toward Sidon anc
speak for me against that plaééSay, ‘The
Lord my Master says these things:

| am against you, Sidon!
Your people will learn to respect me!
| will punish Sidon.
Then people will know that
| am the Lord.
Then they will learn that
| am holy
and they will treat me that way.
| will send disease and death to Sidon,
and many people inside the city will die
The swordenemy soldiersjutside the city
will kill many people.
Then they will know that | am the Lord!™

23

The Nations Will Stop Laughing at Israel

24“The countries around Israel hated he
\But bad things will happen to those countjie:
Then there won't be any sharp stickers or thc
bushes to hurt the family of Israel. And the
will know that I am the Lord their Master.”

25The Lord my Master said these things, '
scattered the people of Israel among oth
nations. But | will gather the family of Israe
together again. Then those nations will kno
that I am holy and they will treat me that wa
At that time, the people of Israel will live ir
their land—I gave that land to my servar
Jacob.26They will live safely in the land.
They will build houses and plant vineyards.
will punish the nations around them that hat
them. Then the people of Israel will live i
safety. And they will know that | am the Lorc
their God.”

The Message Against Egypt

290n the twelfth day of the tenth montl
(January)of the tenth yegof exile,* the
word of the Lord my Master came to me.
said,2“Son of man,* look toward Pharaoh, kin

Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” ¢
“a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel.
tenth year of exile This was the winter of 583.c.

“| am against you, Pharaoh, king of Egypt.
You are the great monster*
lying beside the Nile River.
You say,
“This is my river!
| made this river!”

4-3“But | will put hooks in your jaws.
The fish in the Nile River
will stick to your scales.

| will pull you and your fish up
out of your rivers
and onto the dry land.

You will fall on the ground,
And no one will pick you up or bury you.

| will give you to the wild animals and birds.
You will be their food.

6 Then all the people living in Egypt

will know that | am the Lord!

\Why will | do these things?
Because the people of Israel leaned
on Egypt for support.
But Egypt was only a weak blade
of grass.
7 The people of Israel leaned on Egypt
for support.
But Egypt only pierced their hands
and shoulder.
They leaned on you for support,
but you broke and twisted their back.”

8 So the Lord my Master says these things:
“I'will bring a sword against you.
| will destroy all your people and animals.
9 Egypt will be empty and destroyed.
Then they will know that | am the Lord.”

\God said, “Why will | do those things?

Because you said, ‘This is my river. | made
this river.’ 10So, |(God)am against you. | am
against the many branches of your Nile River.
I will destroy Egypt completely. The cities will
Fhe empty from Migdol to Aswan, and as far as

great monster There were ancient stories about a sea monster

that fought against God. The prophets called Egypt that sea
monster many times. But here this might mean the crocodiles
that rest on the banks of the Nile River.
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the border of EthiopialINo person or animal

EZEKIEL 29:11-30:9
21*0On that day | will make the family of

will pass through Egypt. Nothing will pastisrael strong. TheyEzekiel, | will let you speak

through or settle there for 40 yeatél will
destroy Egypt. The cities will be in ruins fo
40 years! | will scatter the Egyptians amon
the nations. | will make them strangers* i
foreign lands.”

13The Lord my Master says these things,
will scatter the people of Egypt among mar
nations. But at the end of 40 years, | will gath
those people together agatd. will bring back
the Egyptian captives. | will bring back the
Egyptians to the land of Pathros, to the lar
where they were born. But their kingdom won
be important1Slt will be the least important
kingdom. It will never again lift itself above the
other nations. | will make them so small th:
they won't rule over the nation$tAnd the
family of Israel will never again depend ol
Egypt. The Israelites will remember their sin-
they will remember that they turned to Egyy
[for help and not to GgdAnd they will know
that | am the Lord and Master.”

Babylon Will Get Egypt

170n the first day of the first mon(April)
in the twenty-seventh yeaof exile,* the
word of the Lord came to me. He salfSon
of man,* Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylor
made his army fight hard against Tyre. The
shaved every soldiers’ hair. Every shoulds
was rubbed bargrom carrying heavy loags
Nebuchadnezzar and his army worked hard
defeat Tyre. But they got nothing from all the
hard work.”19So the Lord my Master says
these things, “I will give the land of Egypt tc
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon. An
Nebuchadnezzar will carry away Egypt"
people. Nebuchadnezzar will take the mat
valuable things in Egypt. This will be the pa

for Nebuchadnezzar's armydl have given tpq
Nebuchadnezzar the land of Egypt as a rew:gyy,

for the hard work he did. Why? Because the
worked for me!” The Lord my Master saic
these things!

['will ... strangers  Or, “I will scatter them...”

twenty-seventh year of exile This was in the spring of SHc.

Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” 0
“a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel.

to them so they will know that | am the Lord.”

3

Say, ‘The Lord my Master says these things:

The Army of Babylon Will Attack Egypt

The word of the Lord came to me again.
He said,2‘Son of man,* speak for me.

“Cry and say,
“That terrible day is coming.”
3 That day is near!
Yes, the Lord’s day for judging is near.
It will be a cloudy day,
It will be the time for judging the nations!
4 A sword will come against Egypt!
People in Ethiopia will shake with fear,
at the time that Egypt falls.
The army of Babylon will take Egypt's
people away as prisoners.
Egypt's foundations will be torn down!

S“Many people made peace agreements

with Egypt. But all those people from Ethiopia,
Put, Lud, all Arabia, Libya and the people of
Israel* will be destroyed!

6 The Lord my Master says these things:
“The people who support Egypt will fall!
The pride in her power will end.
The people in Egypt will be killed in battle,
all the way from Migdol to Aswan.”
The Lord my Master said those things!
7 Egypt will join the other countries
that were destroyed.
Egypt will be one of those empty lands.
8 [ will start a fire in Egypt,
and all her helpers will be destroyed.
Then they will know that | am the Lord!

9“At that time, | will send out messengers.
y will go in ships to carry the bad news to
iopia. Ethiopia now feels safe. But the

people of Ethiopia will shake with fear at the
time Egypt is punished. That time is coming!

people of Israel Literally, “sons of the Agreement.” This might

mean “all the people that made peace agreements with Egypt”
or it might mean “Israel, the people that made the Agreement

with God.”
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10 The Lord my Master says these things: Egypt Will Become Weak Forever
“I will use the king of Babylon. 200n the seventh day of the first month
| will use Nebuchadnezzar to destroy  (April) of the eleventh yeapof exile,* the
the people of Egypt. word of the Lord came to me. He sa#,Son
11 Nebuchadnezzar and his people of man,* | have broken the arfpower)f

are the most terrible of the nations.  Pharaoh, king of Egypt. No one will wrap his
And | will bring them to destroy Egypt.  arm with a bandage. It won't heal. So his arm
They will pull out their swords won't be strong enough to hold a sword.”
against Egypt. 22The Lord my Master says these things, “I
They will fill the land with dead bodies. am against Pharaoh, king of Egypt. I will
12 | will make the Nile River become dry landbreak both his arms, the strong arm and the
Then | will sell the dry land to evil people arm that is already broken. | will make the
| will use strangers to make that land emptsword fall from his hand23 will scatter the

|, the Lord, have spoken!” Egyptians among the natior& will make
the arms of the king of Babylon strong. | will
The Idols of Egypt Will Be Destroyed put my sword in his hand. But | will break the

13 The Lord my Master says these things: @rms of Pharaoh. Then Pharaoh will cry out in
“| will also destroy the idols*in Egypt.  Pain, the kind of cry that a dying man makes.

| will take the statues away from Memphis2>S0 | will make the arms of the king of
There won't be a leader anymore Babylon strong, but the arms of Pharaoh will
in the land of Egypt fall. Then they will know that | am the Lord.
And | will put fear in the land of Egypt “l will put my sword in the hand of the king
14 | will make Pathros empty of Babylon. Then he will stretch the sword out
Lwill start a fire in Zoan. against the land of Egyp#8l will scatter the
' Egyptians among the nations. Then they will

| will punish No, 2
15 And | will pour out my anger against Sin, know that | am the Lord!
t-h ¢ fortress* of Eqypt! Assyria Is Like A Cedar Tree
16 :W!” destro;qrthe' p(éople.of No. 3 On the first day of the third month
will start a fire in Egypt; (June)in the eleventh yegpof exile,*

The city named Sin will ache with fear. tha \word of the Lord came to me. He said,
The soldiers will break into the city No, - »Son of man,* say these things to Pharaoh,

every day.
17 The young men of On and Pi Beseth* You are so great!
wil die in battle. Who can | compare you to?
And the women wil be captured 3 Assyria was a cedar tree in Lebanon
18t wil be a dark day in Tahpanhes With forest shade,

And very tall.
Its top was among the clouds!
4 The water made the tree grow.
The deep river made the tree tall.
Rivers flowed around the place
where the tree was planted.
Only small streams flowed from that tree
to all the other trees of the field.

when | break Egypt's control.*
Egypt's proud power will be finished!
A cloud will cover Egypt,
and her daughters will be captured
and taken away.
19 So I will punish Egypt.
Then they will know | am the Lord!"™

idols  Statues of false gods that people worshiped.

fortress A building or city with tall, strong walls for protection. eleventh year of exile This was the summer of 587.

On, Pi Beseth Heliopolis and Bubastis, cities in Egypt. Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” or
control  Literally, “yoke.” “a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel.
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5 So that tree was taller down to Sheol.* | covered him with the deep
than all the other trees of the field. ~ ocean. | stopped its rivers and all the water
And it grew many branches. stopped flowing. | made Lebanon mourn* for
There was plenty of water, it. All the trees of the field became sick with
so the tree branches spread out. sadness for that big tre&l made the tree
6 All the birds of the sky made their nests fall—and the nations shook with fear at the
in the branches of that tree. sound of the falling tree. | sent the tree down
And all the animals of the field gave birth to the place of death, to join the other people
under the branches of that tree. that had gone down into that deep hole. In the
All the great nations lived past, all the trees of Eden, the best of
under the shade of that tree. Lebanon, drank that water. Those trees were
7 The tree was very beautiful. comforted in the world belowt?Yes, those
It was so large! trees also went down with the big tree to the
It had such long branches. place of death. They joined the people that
Its roots had plenty of water! were Killed in battle. That big tree made the
8 Eventhe cedar trees in God's garden  other trees strong. Those trees had lived
were not as big as this tree. under the big tree’s shadow among the
Cypress trees did not have as nations.
many branches. 18Egypt, there were many big and
Plane-trees did not have such branches. powerful trees in Eden. Which of those trees
No tree in God's garden should | compare you to! They all went down
was as beautiful as this tree. into the world below! And you too will join
9 Igave it many branches those foreigners* in that place of death. You
and made it beautiful. will lie there among the people killed in battle.
And all the trees in Eden, God's garden,  “Yes, that will happen to Pharaoh and to
were jealous!” the crowds of people with him!” The Lord my

1080 the Lord my Master says these thingMaster said those things.

“That tree grew tall. Its top reached up to t ,
clouds. It grew so big that it became protidio Pharaoh: a Lion Or a Dragon?
| let a powerful king have that tree. That rule3 On the first day of the twelfth month
punished the tree for the bad things it did. | to (March) in the twelfth yearof exile,*
that tree out of my gardeA2Strangers—the the word of the Lord came to me. He said,
most terrible people in the world—cut it dowi2“Son of man,* sing this sad song about
and scattered its branches on the mountains Pharaoh, king of Egypt. Say to him:
in the valleys. Its broken limbs drifted down th
rivers flowing through that land. There was r
more shadow under that tree, so all the peo
left. 13Now birds live in that fallen tree. Wild
animals walk over its fallen branches.

14#Now, none of the trees by that water will
be proud. They won't try to reach the clouds
e o S e K e e B s
wil brag about bemg t‘?‘”- Why? .Because a” Omourn CryinéJ and 'showing sadness forg person thatchiied.g
them have been appomted to die. They will Aforeigners Literally, “uncircumcised.”
go down into the world below—to Sheol, theweltth year of exile  This was early spring, 585c.
place of death. They will join the other peoplSon of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” or
who died and went down into that deep hole.” “‘a human beling." But here IhIS. is a title for the man, Ezekiel.

1 . dragpn This might be a crocodile or a giant sea creature. The

5The Lord my Master says these thmgs, giant sea creature represented the power of the sea, and the
made the people cry on the day that tree We Nile River made Egypt a powerful nation.

“You thought you were like
a powerful young lion
walking proud among the nations.
But really, you are like
a dragon* in the lakes.
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You push your way through the streams. be slick like oil.” The Lord my Master said
You make the water muddy with your feetthose things!s'l will make the land of Egypt
You stir up the rivers of Egypt.” empty. That land will lose everything. | will
. punish all the people living in Egypt. Then
3The Lord my Master says these things: oy vyill know that | am the Lord and Master!
“I have gathered many people together. ~ 18This is a sad song that people will sing for
Now | will throw my net over you. Egypt. The daughtergities)in other nations
Then those people will pull you in. ~ will sing this sad song about Egypt. They will
Then | will drop you on the dry ground.  Sing it as a sad song about Egypt and all its

~

| will throw you down in the field. people.” The Lord my Master said those things!
| will let all the birds come and eat you.
| will let wild animals from every place Egypt to Be Destroyed

come and eat you until they are full. ~ 17On the fifteenth day of that month, in the
5 | will scatter your body on the mountains. tWelfth year,of exile,* the word of the Lord
| will fill the valleys with your dead body. came to me. He said¥Son of man,* cry for

6 | will pour your blood on the mountains, the people of Egypt. Lead Egypt and those
and it will soak down into the ground. daughters from powerful nations to the grave.

The rivers will be full of you. Lead them to the world below where they will
7 | will make you disappear. be with the other people that went down into
| will cover the sky that deep hole.
and make the stars dark. 1¥Egypt, you are no better than anyone
| will cover the sun with a cloud, else! Go down to the place of death. Go lie
and the moon will not shine. down with those foreigners.*
8 | will make all the shining lights in the sky *'Egypt will go to be with all the other
become dark over you. men that were killed in battle. The enemy has

| will make your whole country dark.”  Pulled her and all her people away.

The Lord my Master said those things.  24'Strong and powerful men were killed in
battle. Those foreigners went down to the

¥1 will make many people sad and upsplace of death. And from that place, those

when I 'bring an enemy to destroy you. Natioimen that were killed will speak to Egypt and
you don't even know will be upsetd will s helpers.

make many people shocked about you. Th  22-23Assyria* and all its army are there in
kings will be terribly afraid about you, when the place of death. Their graves are deep down
swing my sword before them. The kings Wiin that deep hole. All those Assyrian soldiers
shake with fear every moment on the day ywere killed in battle. Their graves are all
fall. Each king will be afraid for his own life.” around his grave. When they were alive, they
Liwhy? Because the Lord my Master sa'made people afraid. But now all of theare
these things: “The sword of the king oquiet—they were all killed in battle.
Babylon will come to fight against yodd  24Elam is there and all its army is around
will use those so|d|_ers to kill your people iher grave. All of them were killed in battle.
battle. Those soldiers come from the moThose foreigners went deep down into the
terrible of the nations. They will destroy thground. When they were alive, they made
things Egypt is proud of. The people of Egy|people afraid. But they carried their shame
will be destroyed13There are many animals
by the I’I\_/EI’S In Egypt- | will also deStroy altwelfth year of exile This was early spring, 58&c.
those animals! People won't make the wat€son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” or
muddy with their feet any more. The hoofs ¢ “ahuman being." But here this s a title for the man, Ezekiel.
cows won't make the water muddyv an morforeigners Literally, “uncircumcised.” This showed that those
14 . : y any people did not share in the Agreement that God made
So | will make the water in Egypt calm. i israel.
will cause their rivers to run slowly—they will assyria This was a powerful nation northeast of Israel.



991 EZEKIEL 32:25-33:11

with them down to that deep hofeThey have  God Chooses Ezekiel To Be a Watchman
made a bed for Elam and all its soldiers th3 3Ihe word of the Lord came to me. He
were killed in battle. Elam’s army is all aroun aid, 2*Son of man,* speak to your
its grave. All those foreigners were killed itpeople. Say to them, ‘I might bring enemy
battle. When they were alive, they scaresoldiers to fight against this country. When
people. But they carried their shame with thethat happens people choose a man to be the
down into that deep hole. They were put witwatchman.3if this guard sees the enemy
all the other people that were killed. soldiers coming, then he blows the trumpet
26Meshech, Tubal, and all their armies ar@Nd Warns the peopléif people hear the
there. Their graves are around it. All of thosaing but ignore it, then the enemy wil
foreigners were killed in battle. When the CaPIUre them and take them away as prisoners

were alive, they made people afrafdBut That person will be responsible for his own

N ving down by th ol death.5He heard the trumpet, but he ignored
now they are lying down by the poweriul Me e \yaming. So he is to blame for his death. If

that died long, long ago! They were buriepe nad paid attention to the warning, then he
with their weapons of war. Their swords wilcoyld have saved his own life.

be laid under their heads. But their sins are 6“But maybe that guard sees the enemy
their bones. Why? Because when they wesoldiers coming, but does not blow the
alive, they scared people. trumpet. That guard did not warn the people.
28'Egypt, you too will be destroyed. AndThe enemy will capture them and take them
you will lie down by those foreigners. Yoraway as prisoners. That person will be taken
will lie with those other soldiers that wercaway because he sinned. But the guard will
killed in battle. also be responsible for that man’s death.’
2¥Edom is there also. His kings and othe, "NOW, Son of man,* | am choosing you to
leaders are there with him. They werPe awatchman for the family of Israel. If you
powerful soldiers too. But now they lie witkhear a message from my mouth, you must

the ot_her men th_at were killeq in battle. The%ﬁ? é@ﬁ nggﬁ I/(\?iTI giéeill, %gef;]t ;gz :r?u};(t)lé;’o
are lying there with those foreigners. They a,am that person for me. If you don't warn that

there with the other people that went dowey;| person and tell him to change his life, then
into that deep hole. that evil person will die because he sinned. But
30The rulers from the north are there, all c| will make you responsible for his deat¥But
them! And there are all the soldiers frorif you do warn the evil person to change his
Sidon. Their strength scared people. But thlife and stop sinning, and if he refuses to stop
are embarrassed. Those foreigners lie thesinning, then he will die because he sinned.
with the other men that were killed in battleBut you have saved your life.
They carried their shame with them down ini
that deep hole.
3Pharaoh will see the people that wer

God Does Not Want to Destroy People
10°So, Son of man,* speak to the family of

Israel for me. Those people might say, ‘We
down to t.h € pl_ace Qf death. He and al hhave sinned and broken the law. Our sins are
people with him will be comforted. Yes,

) ; . >'t00 heavy to bear. We rot away because of
Pharaoh and all his army will be killed iy, ca sing. What can we do to Iivg?’

battle.” The Lord my Master said these thing:  11+yoy must say to them, ‘The Lord my
32When Pharaoh was alive, | made peopMaster says: On my life, | promise, | don’t

afraid of him. But now, he will lie down Wlthenjoy seeing people die—not even evil

those foreigners. Pharaoh and his army will |

down Y\”th the other soldiers th?‘t were kl”,Ed ISon of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” or

battle.” The Lord my Master said those things  a human being.” But here this is a tite for the man, Ezekiel.
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people! | don't want them to die. | want thos Jerusalem Has Been Taken

evil people to come back to me. | want the  210n the fifth day of the tenth month

to change their lives so they can really livi(January)in the twelfth yearof exile,* a

So come back to me! Stop doing bad thingperson came to me from Jerusalem. He had

Why must you die, family of Israel?” escaped from the battle there. He said, “The
12And Son of man,* say to your people:City (Jerusalemhas been taken!”

‘The good things a person did in the pastwon_ 22Now the power of the Lord my Master

save him if he becomes bad and begins to shad come Ort‘ me thg evgning betfoLel: tthat
And the bad things a person did in the pa person came to mgz0d made me not able to

won't destroy him if he turns from his eyil._ SctsrLoéa ?_%r'g‘t ggﬁ tc')rggng? tmp; r;%zt%ag]ned t%tmrﬁé
remember, the good things a person did in t'speak again23Then the word of the Lord
past won't save him if he begins to sin.’ came to me. He sai@¥Son of man,* there
‘1¥Maybe | will tell @ good person that heare Israelite people living in the ruined cities
will live. But maybe that good person wilin Israel. Those people are saying, ‘Abraham
begin to think that the good things he did iwas only one man, and God gave him all this
the past will save him. So he might begin ‘land. Now, we are many people, so surely this
do bad things. But | won't remember the gocland belongs to us! It is our land!’
things he did in the past! No, he will di¢ 25"You must tell them that the Lord and
because of the bad things he begins to do, Master says these things, "You eat meat with
140r maybe | will tell a bad person that h'mr?lo\?gusmd?(jlgr\{sgc!g?g KS’%’OVL\‘/L'}?CS’IEOL?& |
e e aghe oy o o e on o
9 P g g € NIt Mgyord, Each of you does terrible things. Each
might become good and faiHe might give ¢ voy does sexual sins with his neighbor's
back the things he took when he loanejfe 5o you cannot have the land?’
money. He might pay for the things he stol  27yoy must tell them that the Lord and
He might begin to follow the laws that giviMaster says these things, “On my life |
life. He stops doing bad things. Then thipromise, those people living in those ruined
person will surely live. He won't dielél cities will be killed with a sword! If anyone is
won't remember the bad things he did in trout in the country, | will let animals kil him
past. Why? Because now he lives right andand eat him. If people are hiding in the
fair. So he will live! fortresses* and the caves, they will die from
1But your people say, ‘That's not fairidisease?d will make the land empty and a

The Lord my Master can't be like that! waste. That country will lose all the things it
.was proud of. The mountains of Israel will

hBUt the?’] are th? peﬁple that ﬁre not fal pe.come empty. No one will pass through that
They are the people who must chang#l a 1,06 297hose people have done many terrible
good person stops doing good things alihings. So | will make that land an empty
begins to sin, then he will die because of fyasteland. Then these people will know that |
sins.1%And if an evil person stops doing baam the Lord.”

things and begins to live right and be fair, the  30And now, about you, Son of man.*
he will live! 20But you people still say that I'Your people lean against the walls and stand
am not fair. But | am telling you the truthin their doorways talking about you. They tell
Family of Israel, each person will be judgeeach other, “Come on, let's go hear what the

for the things he does!”
twelfth year of exile This was the winter of 586.c.
idols  Statues of false gods that people worshiped.
Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” cfortress(es) A building or city with tall, strong walls for
“a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel.  protection.
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Lord says.”31So they come to you like theythose shepherds only killed the sheep and fed
are my people. They sit in front of you likethemselves. They did not feed my flock.”
they are my people. They hear your word 9So, you shepherds, listen to the word of
But they won't do the things you say. Thethe Lord!10The Lord says, “I am against those
only want to do what feels good. They onlshepherds! | will demand my sheep from
want to cheat people and make more moneythem. | will fire them! They won't be my
32*You are nothing to these people but shepherds any more! Then the shepherds
singer singing love songs. You have a gowon't be able to feed themselves. And | will
voice. You play your instrument well. Theysave my flock from their mouths. Then my
hear your words, but they won't do the thincsheep won't be food for them.”
you say.33But the things you sing about really 11The Lord my Master says, “I, myself, will
will happen. And then the people will know thebe their Shepherd. | will search for my sheep.
there really was a prophet living among them!I will look out for them.12f a shepherd is
. with his sheep when they begin to wander
Israel Is Like a Flock of Sheep away, then he will go searching for them. In
3 The word of the Lord came to me. Hethe same way | will search for my sheep. |
aid,2*Son of man,* speak against thewill save my sheep. | will bring them back
shepherdgleaders)of Israel for me. Speak to from all the places where they were scattered
them for me. Tell them that the Lord ancon that dark and cloudy dag3l will bring
Master says these things, ‘You shepherds them back from those nations. | will gather
Israel have only been feeding yourselves. them from those countries. | will bring them
will be very bad for you! Why don’t you to their own land. And | will feed them on the
shepherds feed the flock¥ou eat the fat mountains of Israel, by the streams, in all the
sheep and use their wool to make clothes fiplaces where people livé4 will lead them to
yourselves. You kill the fat sheep, but yoigrassy fields. They will go to the place high
don't feed the flock4You have not made theon the mountains of Israel. There they will lie
weak strong. You have not cared for the sicdown on good ground and eat the grass. They
sheep. You have not put bandages on the shewill eat in rich grassland on the mountains of
that were hurt. Some of the sheep wanderisrael. 15Yes, | will feed my flock and | will
away, and you did not go get them and brinlead them to a place of rest.” The Lord my
them back. You did not go to look for thoseMaster said those things.
lost sheep. No, you were cruel and severe- 16‘) will search for the lost sheep. | will
that's the way you tried to lead the sheep!  bring back the sheep that were scattered. | will
5“And now the sheep are scattered becauput bandages on the sheep that were hurt. |
there was no shepherd. They became food will make the weak sheep strong. But | will
every wild animal. So they were scatteredestroy those fat and powerfghepherds |
6My flock wandered over all the mountainwill feed them the punishment they deserve.”
and on every high hill. My flock was scattere 17The Lord my Master says these things,
over all the face of the earth. There was 1“And you, my flock, | will judge between one
one to search or to look for them.” sheep and another. | will judge between the
7So, you shepherds, listen to the word imale sheep and the male god®ou can eat
the Lord. The Lord my Master saysBy my the grass growing on the good land. So why do
life, | promise this to you. Wild animalsyou also crush the grass that other sheep want
caught my sheep. Yes, my flock has becorto eat? You can drink plenty of clear water. So
food for all the wild animals. Why? Becauswhy do you also stir the water that other sheep
they did not have a real shepherd. Mwant to drink?19My flock must eat the grass
shepherds did not look out for my flock. Ncyou crushed with your feet, and they must
drink the water you stir with your feet!”
Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” or 2050 the LOI’d my Master says to them: I,
“a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel. Myself, will judge between the fat sheep and
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the thin sheep?lYou push with your side and The Message Against Edom

shoulder. You knock down all the weak Sh613 The word of the Lord came to me. He
with your horns. You push until you havi aid, 2‘Son of man,* look toward
forced them away22So | will save my flock. Mount Seir, and speak against it for rB8ay
They won't be caught by wild animals anto it, ‘The Lord my Master says these things:

more. | will judge between one sheep ar w5 against you, Mount Seir

another.23Then | will put one shepherd ove | will punish you.

them, my servant David. He will feed ther | will make you an empty wasteland.

and be their Shephera‘!Then l, the Lord and 4 [ will destroy your cities.

Master, will be their God. And my servan And you will become empty.

David will be the ruler living among them. | Then you will know that | am the Lord.

the Lord, have spoken. 5 Why? Because you have always been
25'And | will make a peace agreement witl against my people.

my sheep. | will take harmful animals awa You used your sword against Israel

from the land. Then the sheep can be safe at the time of their trouble,

the desert and sleep in the woo@d. will at the time of their final punishment.”

bless the sheep and the places around my 65 the Lord my Master says, “By my life |
(Jerusalem)! will cause the rains to fall at thepromise that | will let death have you. Death
right time. They will shower them withyil| chase you. You did not hate killing
blessings?7And the trees growing in the fielcpeople. So death will chase yotAnd | will
will produce their fruit. The earth will give itsmake Mount Seir an empty ruin. | will kil
harvest. So the sheep will be safe on theevery person that comes from that city. And |
land. | will break the yokes* on them. | willwill kill every person that tries to go into that
save them from the power of the people thcity. 81 will cover its mountains with dead
made them slaves. Then they will know thatbodies. Those dead bodies will be all over
am the Lord 26They won't be caught like anyour hills, in your valleys, and in all your
animal by the nations any more. Thogravines.dl will make you empty forever. No
animals won't eat them any more. But then€ will live in your C|t"|es. Then you will
will live safely. No one will make them afraid kn?(\)/v that | am the Lord., .

29 will give them some land that will make ¢ Y OU lsaldl, Tdhjasde htwlcl)bnatllonsv\;amd
good garden. Then they won't suffer fror\(;v?lllj?;ﬂgst(hserr?]efo?r:)urfljwarll ,?V' € mine. e
hunger in that land. They won't suffer th '

) : But the Lord is therellAnd the Lord my
insults from the nations any moféThen they y1aster says, “You were jealous of my people.

will know that | am the Lord their God. AnCyq, were ‘angry at them and you were hateful
they will know that | am with them. And théty me. So by my life, | promise that | wil
family of Israel will know that they are mypunish you the same way you hurt them! I will
people!” The Lord my Master said thos punish you and let my people know that | am
things! with them.22And then you too will know that
31*You are my sheep, the sheep of ml have heard all your insults. You said many
grassland. You are only human beings. Ancbad things against the mountain of Israel. You
am your God.” The Lord my Master saiisaid, ‘Israel has been destroyed! We will chew
those things. them up like food!23And you were proud and
said things against me. You spoke too many

yokes A pole that was put on the shoulders of men or animals
help them carry or pull things. This often showed that a persSon of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” or
was a slave. “a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel.
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times and | have heard every word you sai  7So the Lord my Master says these things,
Yes, | heard you.” ‘I am the One making this promise! | swear
14The Lord my Master says these thingthat the nations around you will have to suffer
“All the earth will be happy when | destroyfor those insults.
you 15You were happy when the country o  8‘But mountains of Israel, you will grow
Israel was destroyed. | will treat you the sannew trees and produce fruit for my people
way. Mount Seir and the whole country clsrael. My people will soon come back.am
Edom will be destroyed. Then you will knowwith you. | will help you. People will till your

that | am the Lord.” soil. People will plant seeds in yotfThere
will be many, many people living on you. The
The Land of Israel Will Be Built again whole family of Israel—all of them—will live

3 “Son of man,* speak to the mountainthere. The cities will have people living in
f Israel for me. Tell the mountains othem. The destroyed places will be built like
Israel to listen to the word of the LoréTell new. 1l will give you many people and
them that the Lord and Master says theanimals. And they will grow and have many
things, ‘The enemy said bad things againchildren. I will bring people to live on you
you. They said: Hurrah! Now the ancienlike in the past. I will make it better for you
mountains* will be ours!’ than before. Then you will know that | am the
3'So speak to the mountains of Israel fcLord. 12Yes, | will lead many people—my
me. Tell them that the Lord and Master sa:People, Israel—to your land. You wil be their
these things, ‘The enemy destroyed your citiProperty. And you won’t take away their
and attacked you from every direction. Thechildren again. _
did this so you would belong to the othe ‘3The Lord my Master says these things,
nations. Then people talked and whisper( -and of Israel, people say bad things to you.
about you.” They say you destroyed your people. They say
4S0, mountains of Israel, listen to the wory0U took the children away from your people.
of the Lord my Master! The Lord my Maste :But you won't destroy people any more.
says this to the mountains, hills, streamYOU Won't take away their children again.
valleys, empty ruins, and abandoned citiTN€ Lord my Master said those thingS'l

that have been looted and laughed at by jwon't let those,other nations insult you any
other nations around therfiThe Lord my MO'€. You won't be hurt by those people any
Master says, ‘I swedpromise) | will let my MOre. You won't take the children away from

strong feelings speak for me! | will let EdonYOUr PEOpIe again.” The Lord my Master said

and the other nations feel my anger. Tho 0S€ things.

nations took my land for themselves. The 114 | ord Will Protect His Own Good Name
really had a good time when they showed hc 16Then th d of the Lord t
much they hated this land. They took the lar s WOIC O 1€ -CIC ams 0 me-

: . He said,1™Son of man,* the family of Israel
for themselves just so they could destroy it!" .~ < -1 )
6'So, say these things about the land lived in their own country. But they made that

Israel. Speak to the mountains and to the hiIIanOI fithy by the bad things they did. To me,

to the streams and to the valleys. Tell thethey were like a woman that becomes

. .
that the Lord and Master says these things,un(zlefaln lbecause_ of her monthly time of

- . bleeding.18They spilled blood on the ground
will let my strong feelings and anger speak f(when they murdered people in that land. They
me. Why? Because you had to suffer tfyade the land fiithy with their idols.* So |
Insults from those nations. showed them how angry | wal scattered
them among the nations and spread them
Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” 0

“a human being.b But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel.
mountains Literally, “high places’—usually a reference tounclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.

places of worship. idols  Statues of false gods that people worshiped.
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through all the lands. | gave them ththings you did. You will remember that those
punishment they should have for the bethings were not good. Then you will hate
things they did20But even in those otheryourselves because of your sins and the
nations they ruined my good name. Howterrible things you did.”
Those nations said, ‘These are the Lord 32The Lord my Master says, ‘| want you to
people, but they left his langSo there must remember this: | am not doing these things for
be something wrong with the Log! your good!,| am doing them for my good
2"The people of Israel ruined my holyname| Family of Israel, you should be ashamed
name in the places where the went. And | fiand embarrassed about the way you lived!”
sorry for my name?2So tell the family of  33The Lord my Master says these things,
Israel that the Lord and Master says the«On the day that | wash away your sins, | will
things, ‘Family of Israel, you ruined my holyhring peopie back to your cities. Those ruined
name in the places where you went. | am goi ities will be built again34People will again
to do something to stop this. | won't do it fopegin to work the land so when other people
y0ur_sake, Israel. | W|”.d0 it for my hOly namepass by they won't see ruins any m@ﬁ'hey
23 will show those nations that my great namyji| say, ‘In the past, this land was ruined. But
IS truly holy. You ruined my good name iinoy it s like the garden of Eden. The cities
those nations! But | will show you that | anyyere destroyed. They were ruined and empty.

hh0|Y- IhWi” make you r_elzlsrk)ect mlr/] name. A?]‘But now they are protected, and there are
then those nations will know that | am thpeosie fving in them.”

Lord.” The Lord my Master said those things 3 God said,“Then those nations that are stil

§.4 God St?]iq’ | Wit” taﬁ? you g‘ét.‘)f thosg around you will know | am the Lord and that |
nations, gather you together, and bring You bay, it those ruined places again. | planted things

to your own land25Then | will sprinkle pure g ic and that was empty. | am the Lord. I said
water on you and make you pure. | will WaSlyo so tings and | will make them happen”
away all your filth. I will wash away the filth 37The Lord my Master says these things, *

frozrg (t;r&si 2%5% iv?/icl)llsa?sn(? r‘rl‘]?‘f ngv g“rlflt . Wil also let the family of Israel come to me and
youLand chaﬁ’ge your wa?/ of thinkipgpwill ask me to do these things for them. | will make
€

take out the heart of stone from your body a1éM 9roW and become many, many people.

give you a tender, human hea#And | will They will be like flocks of sheep8During the

out rr){y Spirit inside you.* I wil éhange youspecial festivals, Jerusalem is filled with flocks

50 you will obey my laws. You will carefully O Sheep and goats that have been made holy.
In the same way, the cities and ruined places

obey my commandg€8Then you will live in . .
the land hat | gave to your ancestors. ycWill be filed with flocks of people. Then they

will be my people, and I will be your God.” Wil know that | am the Lord.
29 God said, “Also, | will save you and .
keeb you froﬁn becoming unclegn.* | wil The V'S'(fn ofthe Dry Bones
command the grain to grow. | won't bring 137Th.e_l;ord S power came on me. The
time of hunger against yo&l will give you _Spirit* of the Lord carried megout of
large crops of fruit from your trees and thth€ city and put me down in the middle of the
harvest from your fields so you will nevevalley.* The valley was full of dead men'’s
again feel the shame of being hungry in Pones.2There were many, many bones lying

foreign country31You will remember the badon the ground in the valley. The Lord made
me walk all around among the bones. | saw
_ o _ ~ the bones were very dry.
I will put my Spirit inside you.  Or, “I will make my Spirit live
among you."
ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parentsSpirit  Or “wind.”
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from. the valley Possibly Jezreel Valley, a fertile area where many
unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship. battles were fought. It is often called simply, “The Valley.”
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3Then the Lord my Master said to me, “Sowill open your graves and bring you up out of
of man,* can these bones come to life?”  your graves. And then you will then know that |

| answered, “Lord my Master, only yotam the Lord24 will put my Spirit* in you and
know the answer to that question.” you will come to life again. Then | will lead you

4The Lord my Master said to me. “Speak thack to your own land. Then you will know that
those bones for me. Tell those bones, ‘D| am the Lord. You will know that | said these

bones, listen to the word of the LoreThe  things and that | made them happen.” The Lord
Lord my Master says these things to you:said those things.

will cause breath* to come into you, and yo
will come to life! 61 will put sinews and 44 and Israel to Become One Again

muscles on you. And | will cover you with ,
- - - SThe word of the Lord came to me again.
skin. Then | will put breath in you, and Yol said 1'Son of man,* get one stick and

\ o :
mgt?%quthbeaflééo;gg'MT;]S?QrXPU will know write this message on it: ‘This stick belongs to

7S0 | spoke to the bones for the Lord, fikJudah and his friends, the people of Israel
he said. | was still speaking, when | heard yThen take another stick and write on it, ‘This

loud noise. The bones began to rattle, aStick of Ephraim belongs to Joseph and his
bone joined together with bonéThere before fTiends, the people of Israelt7Then join
my eyes, | saw sinew and muscles begin th.ose two st|_cks together. In your hand, they
cover the bones. And skin began to cov Will be one stick.

them. Butthe bodies didn’t moye-there was ~ 1#'Your people will ask you to explain
no breath in them. what that meanst9Tell them that the Lord

9Then the Lord my Master said to meand Master says these things, ‘I will take the
“Speak to the wind* for me. Son of man,’StICk of Joseph, which is in the hand of
speak to the wind for me. Tell the wind theEphraim and his friends, the people of Israel.
the Lord and Master says these things: ‘WinThen | will put that stick with the stick of
come from every direction and breathe air inJudah, and make them one stick. In my hand,
these dead bodies! Breathe into them and ttthey will become one stick!”
will come to life again!™ 20‘Hold those sticks in your hands in front

10So | spoke to the wind for the Lord, likeof you. You wrote those names on those
he said. And the breath came into the desticks.21Tell the people that the Lord and
bodies. They came to life and stood up. TheMaster says these things: ‘I will take the
were many, many men—they were a veipeople of Israel from among the nations where
large army! _ they have gone. | will gather them from all

LThen the Lord my Master said to me, “Soaround, and | will bring them into their own
of man,* these bones are like the whole fami|and.22 will make them one nation in the land
of Israel. The people of Israel say, ‘Our bontgn the mountains of Israel. One king will be
have dried up,* our hope is gone. We have beying for all of them. They won't continue to
completely destroyed!2So, speak to them forpe two nations. They won't be divided into
me. Tell them the Lord and Master says they,q kingdoms any mor&3And they won't
things, ‘My people, | will open your graves an continye to make themselves filthy with their
bring you up out of your gra\ges! Then I wiligols* and horrible statues or with any of their
bring you to the land of IsraetMy people, | iher crimes. But | will save them from all the

places where they have sinned. And | will
Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” 0
“a human being.” Here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel.
breath  Or “wind,” or “a spirit.” Spirit  Or “spirit,” or “wind.”
wind  This could also be translated “breath” or “spirit.” friends This is a word play. The Hebrew word is like the word
bones ... dried up This is a way of saying, “We have lost our  meaning “joined together.”
strength.” idols  Statues of false gods that people worshiped.
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wash them and make them pure. And they wfrom the far north with all its groups of
be my people, and | will be their God. soldiers. There will be many, many people in
24“And my servant David will be the king that parade of prisoners.
over them. There will be only one shephe 7Be prepared. Yes, prepare yourself and
over all of them. They will live by my rulesthe armies that have joined with you. You must
and obey my laws. They will do the things watch and be read§After a long time you will
tell them.25They will live on the land that | be called for duty. In the later years you will
gave to my servant Jacob. Your ancestorcome into the land that has been healed from
lived in that place. And my people will livewar. The people in that land were gathered
there. They and their children, and thefrom many nations and brought back to the
grandchildren will live there forever. Ancmountains of Israel. In the past, the mountains
David my servant will be their leader foreve of Israel had been destroyed again and again.
26And | will make a peace agreement witBut these people will have come back from
them. This agreement will continue forever.those other nations. They all will have lived in
agree to give them their land. | agree to masafety.9But you will come to attack them. You
them become many, many people. And | agrwill come like a storm. You will come like a
to put my holy place among them forevethundercloud covering the land. You and all
21My Holy Tent will be with them. Yes, | will your groups of soldiers from many nations will
be their God and they will be my peoplecome to attack these people.” ,
28And the other nations will know that | an  0The Lord my Master says these things:
the Lord. And they will know that | make“At that time, an idea will come into your
Israel my special people by putting my holmind. You will begin to make an evil plan.

place there among them forever.” 11You will say, ‘I will go attack that country
that has towns without walldsrael). Those
The Message Against Gog people live in peace. They think they are safe.

The word of the Lord came to me. H There are not any walls around the cities to
3 aid, 2Son of man,* look toward Gog protect them. They don't have any locks on
in the land of Magog. He is the most importatheir gates—they don't even have gates!
leader of the nations of Meshech and Tub.d will defeat those people and take all their
Speak for me against Gogfell him that the Valuable things away from them. | will fight
Lord and Master says these things, ‘Gog, yiagainst the places that were destroyed but now
are the most important leader of the nations have people living in them. I will fight against
Meshech and Tubal! But | am against yéu. those peopléisrael) that were gathered from
will capture you and bring you back. | willthe nations. Now those people have cattle and
bring back all the men in your army. | wil Property. They live at the crossroads of the
bring back all the horses and horse soldiersworld—The powerful countries must travel
will put hooks in your mouths, and | will bringthrough that place to get to all the other
all of you back. All of the soldiers will bePowerful countries |
wearing their uniforms with all their shielde_ *'Sheba, Dedan, and the businessmen of
and Swords580|diers from Persia’ EthiopiaT&fShlSh, and a” the cities they trade W|th W|”
and Put will be with them. They will all be@Sk you, ‘Did you come to capture valuable
wearing their shields and helmefShere will things? Did you bring your groups of soldiers
also be Gomer with all his groups of soldiertogether to grab those good things and to carry
And there will be the nation of Togarmah@way silver, gold, cattle, and property. Did
you come to take all those valuable things?”
14 God said, “Son of man,* speak to Gog
ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parentsfor me. Tell him that the Lord and Master says

grandparents, and all the people they are descended from. ; i ;
Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” these things: "You will come to attack my

“a human being.b But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel.peopIe while _they are ”Ving in peace and
nation of Togarmah  Or, “Beth Togarmah.” safety.15You will come from your place out of
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the far north. And you will bring many peopleimportant leader of the countries Meshech and
with you. All of them will ride on horses. You Tubal! But | am against yo@l will capture
will be a large and a powerful army8You you and bring you back. I will bring you from
will come to fight against my people Israelthe far north. I will bring you to fight against
You will be like a thundercloud covering thethe mountains of IsraeiBut | will knock your
land. When that time comes, | will bring you tchow from your left hand. | will knock your
fight against my land. Then, Gog, the natiorarrows from your right handtYou will be
will learn how powerful I am! They will learn killed on the mountains of Israel. You, your
to respect me and know that | am holy. Thegroups of soldiers, and all the other nations
will see what | will do to you!” with you will be killed in the battle. I will give
1The Lord my Master says these thingsyou as food to every kind of bird that eats
“ At that time, people will remembethat | meat and to all the wild animalgYou will
spoke about you in the past. They wilnot enter the city.You will be killed out in
remember that | used my servants the prophtthe open fields. I have spoken!™ The Lord my
of Israel. They will remember that the prophetMaster said those things.
of Israel spoke for me in the past and said th - 6God said,“l will send fire against Magog
| would bring you to fight against them.”  and those people living along the coast. They
18The Lord my Master said, “At that time think they are safe, but they will know that |
Gog will come to fight against the land 0am the Lord7And | will make my holy name
Israel. | will show my angerdn my anger known among my people Israel. | will not let
and strong emotions | make this promise:people ruin my holy name any more. The
promise that there will be a strong earthquanations will know that | am the Lord. They
in the land of IsraekCAt that time, all living will know that | am the Holy One in Israel.
things will quake(shakewith fear. The fish in 8That time is coming! It wiil happen!” The

the sea, the hirds in the air, the wild animals [ ord said these things. “That is the day | am
the fields, and all the little creatures crawlintalking about.

on the ground will shake with fear. The 9«at that time, the people living in the

mountains will fall down and the cliffs will cities of Israel will go out to the fields. They
collapse. Every wall will fall to the ground!” il collect the enemy’s weapons and burn
2IThe Lord my Master says, “And on thethem, They will burn all the shields, bows and
mountains of Israel, I will call for every kind grrows, clibs and spears. They will use those
of terror against* Gog. His soldiers will be SCweapons as firewood for seven yea®hey
scared that they will attack each other and Kiyon't have to gather wood from the fields or
each other with their swordé2 will punish  ciop firewood from the forests because they
Gog with diseases and death. | will causyj| yse the weapons as firewood. They will
hailstones, fire, and sulfur to rain down on Goyae the valuable things from the soldiers that
gmd his groups of soldiers from many nationanteq to steal from them. They will take the
3Then | will show how great I am. | will o564 things from the soldiers that took good
prove that | am holy. Many nations will see Mithings from them.” The Lord my Master said
do these things and they will leamn who | arr,acq things.
Then they will know that | am the Lord.” 11God said, “At that time, | will choose a
The Death of Gog and His Army place in Israel to bury Gog. He will be buried

“Son of . K against Gog f in the Valley of the Travelers,* east of the
39 on ot man,” spéax against k09 10nasq seq |t will block the road for travelers.
me. Tell him that the Lord and Maste

: ‘ Why? Because Gog and all his army will be
says these things, ‘Gog, you are the MCy, e in that place. People will call it The
Valley of Gog’s Army. 12t will take seven
every kind of terror against This is from the ancient Greek

translation. The Hebrew has, “a sword against.”
Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” oValley of the Travelers This is a word play on the name
“a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel. ~ Arabah Valley.
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months for the family of Israel to bury themrenemies defeat them. So my people were
They must do this to make the land pdf#he Kkilled in battle.24They sinned and made
common people will bury those enemthemselves filthy. So | punished them for the
soldiers. And those people will become famoithings they did. | turned away from theand
on the day that | bring honor to myself.” Threfused to help thep
Lord my Master said those things. 2550 the Lord my Master says these things:
14God said, “Workers will be given a “Now | will bring the family of Jacob back
fulltime job burying those dead soldiers tfrom captivity. | will have mercy on the whole
make the land pure. Those workers will woifamily of Israel. | will show my strong
for seven months. They will go arounieelings for my holy nameThe people wil
looking for dead bodied>Those workers will forget their shame and all the times they
go around looking. If one of them sees a bortyrned against me. They will live in safety on
then he will put up a marker by it. The sigtheir own land. No one will make them afraid.
will stay there until the grave diggers COm27) will bring my people back from other
and bury the bone in the Valley of Gog’ countries. | will gather them from the lands of
Army. 16That city of dead Eeopl@_raveyard) their enemies. Then many nations will see
will be named Hamonah.* In this way, thehow noly | am28They will know that | am the
W"{ make the country pure.” . Lord their God. Why? Because | made them
.The Lord my Master said these thing:, eqye their homes and go as prisoners to
Son of man,* speak to all the birds and wil yyha - countries. And then | gathered them

ﬁ”imlalé ftc;]r me. Telldthgm, ‘Con’tleihhere! C.?.”together and brought them back to their own
ere: \oaiher around. Lome eat IS Sacrilic g o9y pour my Spirit onto the family of

am preparing for you. There will be a very bIIsrael. And after that time, | will never turn

sacrifice on the mountains of Israel. Come, ¢ o
: . away from my people again.” The Lord my
the meat and drink the bloo&You will eat Master said those things.

the meat from the bodies of powerful soldier
You will drink the blood from world leaders.
They will be like rams, lambs, goats and f; The New Temple
bulls from Bashan%ou can eat all the fat Gn the twenty-fifth year after we were
you want. You can drink blood until you arT\Jtaken away into captivity, at the
full. You will eat and drink from my sacrificebeginning of the yeafOctober) on the tenth
which | will kill for you. 20You will have day of the month* the Lord’s power came on
plenty of meat to eat at my table. There wme. This was fourteen years after the
be horses and charigdrivers, powerful Babylonians took Jerusalem. On that day, the
soldiers, and all the other fighting men.” ThLord took me thergn a vision.
Lord my Master said those things. 2In a vision,* God carried me to the land of
21 God said,“l will let the other nations seelsrael. He put me down near a very high
what | have done. And those nations wimountain. On that mountain in front of me
begin to respect me! They will see my powiwas a building that looked like a city3The
that | used against that enen?fThen from Lord brought me there. There was a man there
that day on, the family of Israel will know thathat lookedshiny; like polished bronze. That
I 'am the Lord their God¢3And the nations man had a cloth tape measure and a measuring
will know why the family of Israel wasrod in his hand. He was standing by the gate.

carried away as prisoners to other countrit4sThe man said to me, “Son of man,* use your
They will learn that my people turned again
me. So | turned away from them. | let the _
tenth day of the month This was the Day of Atonement,
573B.c. See Lev. 25:9 and Lev. 36:24
Hamonah This Hebrew word means “crowd.” vision(s) Like a dream that God used to speak to people.
Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” cOn the mountain ... city Or, “On the mountain, there was a
“ahuman being.” Here it is a title for the man, Ezekiel. building that looked like a city with a city south of it.”
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eyes and ears. Look at these things and lisopposite the other doo¥#The man measured
to me. Pay attention to everything that | shathe faces of all the side walls, including the
you. Why? Because you have been broucside walls on either side of the porch at the
here so | can show you these things. You micourtyard. The total was 60 cubitst®rom
tell the family of Israel all that you see.” the inside edge of the outer gate to the far end
5 saw a wall that went all the way arounof the porch was 50 cubits¥There were
the outside of the temple.* In the man's harsmall windows* above all the guard rooms,
there was a ruler for measuring things. It withe side walls, and the porch. The wide part of
6 cubits* long using the long measurementthe windows faced into the gateway. There
So the man measured the thickness of twere carvings of palm trees on the walls that

wall. It was one ruler* thick. The marwere on either side of the gateway.
measured the height of the wall. It was ot

ruler tall. The Outside Courtyard
6Then the man went to the east gate. T 17Then the man led me into the outer

man walked up its steps and measured {courtyard. | saw thirty rooms and a pavement
opening for the gate. It was one ruler* widtthat went all the way around the courtyard.
"The rooms for the guards were one ruler l0IThe rooms were along the wall and faced in
and one ruler wide. The walls between thgward the pavementsThe pavement was as
rooms were 5 cubits* thick. The opening by ttyide as the gates were long. The pavement
porch at the end of the gateway that faced lyeached to the inside end of the gateway. This
temple was also one ruler widghen the man yas the lower pavemerifThe man measured
measured the porchlt was 8 cubits* long. The 1o distance from the inside of the lower
man measured the walls on either side of ‘gateway to the outside of thianer, courtyard.

gate-h Each Sidﬁ Wa'('j W?Shz cubits* Wiﬁe' fﬂlt was 100 cubits* on the east side as well as
porch was at the end of the gateway that fac,, 1o ~orih side

the temple10There were three little r00ms 01 501101 the man measured the length and

each side of the gateway. All of these roor, - -
o width of the north gate that was in the wall
measured the same. And all of their side Wasurrounding the outer courtyardiThis

measured the saméiThe man measured th‘gateway, its three rooms on each side, and its

entrance to the gateway. It was 10 cubits* wit .
and 13 cubits* IgnglzThyere was a low wall in porch all measured the same as the first gate.
' The gateway was 50 cubits* long and

H*
front of each room. That wall was 1 cubit* ta 25 cubits* wide.22ts windows, its porch. and

and 1 cubit thick. The rooms were square. E&: )
wall was 6 cubits* long its carvings of palm trees measured the same as
' the east gateOn the outsidgthere were seven

13The man measured the gateway fro : :
outside edge gfthe roof of onegroom % theSteps leading up to the gate. And its porch was

outside edge pfoof of the opposite room. rat the inside end of the gatewd§icrossthe

was 25 cubits.* Each door was direct| Courtyardfrom the north gate, there was a gate
to the inner courtyard. It was like the gate on
the east. The man measured from the gate

temple - The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship. tha inner wajl to the gateLon the outer un It

6 cubits  10'4” or 3.15m. .
long measurement Literally, “a cubit and a handbreadth.” This WasS 100 cubits* from gate to gate.

cubit equals 20.67 inches (52.5cm).
one ruler Thatis, 6 cubits (10'4” or 3.15m).

5 cubits 8 7 5/16" or 2.625m. Verse 14 The meaning of this verse is very uncertain.

8 cubits  13'9 5/16” or 4.2m. 60 cubits 103’ 4 3/16” or 31.5m.

2 cubits  3'5 5/16" or 105¢m. 50 cubits 86'1 1/2" or 26.25m.

10 cubits 17'2 11/16" or 5.25m. small windows These let the soldiers defending the city shoot
13 cubits 22'4 11/16” or 6.825m. arrows out at the enemy. The narrow part of the window was
1 cubit 1'85/8" or 52.5cm. on the enemy’s side of the wall to give the smallest target.

25 cubits 43 3/4" or 13.125m. 100 cubits 172'3" or 52.5m.
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24Then the man led me to the south wall. 35Then the man led me to the north gate. He
saw a gate in the soutwall;. The man measured it. It measured the same as the othe
measured its side walls and its porch. Thigates.36lts rooms, side walls, and porch also
measured the same as the other gafdhe measured the same as the other gates. Ther
gateway and its porch had windows all arourwere windows all around gateway and its
like the other gates. The gateway weporch. The gateway was 50 cubits* long and
50 cubits* long and 25 cubits* widésThere 25 cubits* wide.37And its porch* was at the
were seven steps going up to this gate. And end of the gateway next to the outer courtyard.
porch was at the inside end of the gateway.Carvings of paim trees were on the walls on
had carvings of palm trees on the walls theither side of the gateway. There were eight
were on either side of the gatewayA gate StePS leading up to the gate.
was on the south side of the inner courtyar
The man measured from the gaia the inner
wall, to the gatqon the outer waJl It was
100 cubits* from gate to gate.

The Rooms For Preparing Sacrifices

38There was a room with a door that opened
onto the porch of this gate. This is where the
priests wash the animals for the burnt offerings.

39There were two tables on each sjdéthe
28Then thlh;lgr;e::gu%artdhrou h the sou door; of this porch. The animals for the burnt
; . g offerings, the sin offerings, and the guilt

gate into the inner courtyard. He MeasUMsterings were killed on these tabl@8There
this gate. This gateway measured the Sameyere aiso two tables on each side of the door on
the other gates to the inner courtya®@its e oytsidewall, of this porch41So there were
rooms, side walls, and porch also measurtoyy taples on the insidgvall, and four tables
the same as the other gates. There Wegn the outsidewall —eight tables that the
windows all around gateway and its porclpriests used when they killed the animals for
The gateway was 50 cubits* long an sacrifices42There were also four tables made
25 cubits* wide.30The porch was 25 cubits*from cut stone for the burnt offerings. These
wide and 5 cubits* long3?And its porch was tables were 1 1/2 cubits* long, 1 1/2 cubits*
at the end of the gateway next to the outwide, and 1 cubit* high. On these tables, the
courtyard. Carvings of palm trees were on tlpriests put their tools that they used to kill the
walls on either side of the gatewayhere animals for the burnt offerings and other
were eight steps leading up to the gate. sacrifices.43There were meat hooks three

32Then the man led me into the inneinches long* on all the walls in this area. The
courtyard on the east side. He measured imeat of the offerings was put on the tables.
gate. It measured the same as the other ga _
33ts rooms, side walls, and porch als The Priests’ Rooms _
measured the same as the other gates. Tt 44There were two rooms in the inner
were windows all around the gateway and icourtyard. One was by the north gate facing
porch. The gateway was 50 cubits* long arsouth. The other room was by the south* gate
25 cubits* wide.34And its porch was at thefacing north.45The man said to me, “The
end of the gateway next to the outer courtyai™0m that looks to the south is for the priests
Carvings of palm trees were on the walls (VN0 are of duty and serving in the temple
either side of the gateway. There were eig2'€2 But the room that looks to the north is

steps leading up to the gate.

porch Hebrew has “side walls.”
11/2 cubits 27" or 78.75cm.

50 cubits 86'1 1/2” or 26.25m. 1 cubit 1'85/8" or 52.5¢cm.
25 cubits 43’ 3/4” or 13.125m. Meat hooks ... long Or, “Double shelves three inches wide ..."
100 cubits 172'3" or 52.5m. south This is from the ancient Greek translation. The Hebrew

5 cubits 8' 7 5/16” or 2.625m. has “east.”
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for the priests who are on duty and servingand 7 cubits* wide. The doorway was
the altar.* The priests are from the famil6 cubits* wide.4Then the man measured the
group of Levi. But this second group of prieslength of the room. It was 20 cubits* long and
are the descendants* of Zadok. They are t20 cubits* wide. The man said to me, “This is
only people who can carry the sacrifices to tthe Most Holy Place.”
altar to serve the Lord.™
4The man measured thianer; courtyard. Other Rooms around the Temple
The courtyard was a perfect square. It W 5Then the man measured the wall of the
100 cubits* long and 100 cubits wide. Thtemple. It was 6 cubits* thick. There were side
altar* was in front of the temple. rooms all around the temple. They were
The Porch of the Temole 4 cubits* wide.6The side rooms were on three
P different floors, one above the other. There
“8Then the man led me to the porch of thyere 30 rooms on each floor. The wall of the
temple and measured the walls on either Siemple was built with ledges. The side rooms
of the porch. E"’.‘CQ side wall was 5 cubitsyestaq on these ledges but were not attached to
thick and 3 cubits* wide. .Anﬂ the openiniye temple wall itself7Each floor of the side
between theqwas 14 cubits.*5The porch 15oms around the temple was wider than the
vTvas 20 cubits” wide arr]]d 12 c?]b#sh 1ong-"flo0r below. Thewalls of, the rooms around
T e, P, T e tamlebecane gt g ey
orch—one at each wall went so the rooms on the top floors were wider.
P ' A stairway went up from the lowest floor to the
The Holy Place of the Temple highest floor through the middle floor.

; 8 also saw that the temple had a raised base
4 ;{;%2 tng mggsﬁgdr?ﬁe'w;l;hfn zﬁkall the way around it. It was the foundation for

side of the room. Those side walls were the side rooms, and it was a full ruler* high.

cubits* thick on each sid&The door was 10 “T1he Buper wall of the side rooms was 5
cubits* wide. The sides of the doorway were cubits* thick. There was an open area between
cubits* on each side. The man measured trthe side rooms of the templéand  the

room. It was 40 cubits* long, and 20 cubits:Priests; rooms. It was 20 cubits* wide and
wide. went all the way around the tempfThe

doors of the side rooms opened onto the raised
The Most Holy Place in the Temple base. There was one entrance on the north side
3Then the man went into the last room. Fand one entrance on the south side. The raised

measured the walls on either side of ttbase was 5 cubits* wide all around.

doorway. Each side wall was 2 cubits* thic 12There was a building in this restricted area
west of the temple. The building was 70 cubits*
wide and 90 cubits* long. The wall of the

altar(s) A stone table or raised area used for offering sacrificesou”ding was 5 cubits* thick all aroun&Then

descendants A person’s children and their future families. :

carry the sacrifices ... to serve the Lord Literally, “approach the man_ measured the temple- The te;mple.was

the Lord to serve him.” 100 cubits* long. The restricted area, including

100 cubits 172'3" or 52.5m. the building and its walls, was also 100 cubits*
5 cubits 87 5/16” or 2.625m.

3 cubite 52" or 157 5cm long. 14The restricted area on the east side, in
14 cubits 221 3/8" or 7.35m. front of the temple, was 100 cubits* long.

20 cubits 34’5 3/8" or 10.5m.

12 cubits 20'8” or 6.3m.

20 ... long Literally, “20 cubits long ... 12 cubits wide.” 7 cubits 12’ 11/16” or 3.675m.

6 cubits 10’ 4" or 3.15m. 4 cubits 610 5/8" or 2.1m.

10 cubits 17'2 11/16" or 5.25m. full ruler ~ That s, 6 cubits (10'4" or 3.15m).

40 cubits 68'10 3/4” or 21m. 70 cubits  120'6 7/8" or 36.75m.

2 cubits  3'55/16” or 105cm. 90 cubits 155’ 1/4” or 47.25m.
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15The man measured the length of th The Priests' Room

building in the restricted area at the rear of 4 Then the man led me through the north
temple. It was 100 cubits* from one wall tc 2gate out into the outer courtyard. He led
the other wall. me wes} to a building with many rooms that
The Most Holy Place, the Holy Place, anwas west of the restricted area and the
the Porchthat looked out onto the innger building on the north sid€This building was
courtyard16had wood paneling on all the100 cubits* long and 50 cubits* wide. People
walls. All the windows and doors had woo€ntered it fromthe courtyard opthe north
trim around them. By the doorway, thiSide.3The building was three stories tall and
Temple had wood paneling from the fioor yNad balconies. The 20-cubit* inner courtyard
to the windows, up to the part of the wa V@S between the building and the Temple. On
1Tover the doorwéy. the other side, the rooms faced the pavement

- , of the outer courtyarddThere was a path
ou%: %Lmeo\]fv?#g tlgr:lr;)?elwgrzerggmi%gfth 10 cubits* wide and 100 cubits* long running

along the south side of the building, even
Cherub angels and palm trees. A palm b, ,qh the entrance was on the north side.

was between Cherub angels. Every Chers-esince this building was three stories tall
angel had two face$%One face was a man'sanq did not have columns like the columns of
face looking toward the palm tree on one sidthe outer courtyards, the top rooms were
The other face was a lion’s face lookin farther back than the rooms on the middle and
toward the palm tree on the other side. Thibottom floors. The top floor was narrower
were carved all around on the tem@#érom than the middle floor which was narrower than
the floor to the area above the door, Cherthe bottom floor because the balconies used
angels and palm trees were carved on all wethis space/There was a wall outside that was
of the Holy Place. parallel to the rooms and ran along the outer
21The walls on either side of the Holy Placcourtyard. It ran in front of the rooms for
were square. In front of the Most Holy Plac20 cubits.*8The row of rooms that ran along
there was something that looked liR@an the outer courtyard was 50 cubits* long,
altar* made from wood. It was 3 cubits* higralthough the total length of the building, as on

and 2 cubits* long. Its corners, its base, and the Temple side, was 100 cubits* lorighe
sides were wood. The man said to me. “This entrance was below these rooms at the eas

. . end of the building so people could enter from
th%gtable that is before the Lord. the outer courtyardThe entrance was at the
Both the Holy Place and the Most Hol -
lace had a double d start of the wall beside the courtyard.
Place had a double dod¥Each of the doors ~ There were rooms on the south side, by the
was made from two smaller doors. Each doyestricted area and the other building. These
was really two swinging doorgAlso Cherub rooms had dlpath in front of them. They
angels and palm trees were carved on twere like the rooms on the north side. They
doors of the Holy Place. They were like thoshad the same length and width and the same
carved on the walls. There was a wood rokind of doors.12The entrance to the lower
over the front of the porcl?6There were rooms was at the east end of the building so
windows with frames around them and palipeople could enter from the open end of the
trees on the walls on both sides of the porcpath by the wall. )
on the roof over the porch, and on the roor 3The man said to me, “The north rooms and
around the temple. south rooms across from the restricted area are
holy. These rooms are for the priests that offer

100 cubits 172'3" or 52.5m.

altar(s) A stone table or raised area used for offering sacrifices50 cubits 86'1 1/2” or 26.25m.
3 cubits 5’2" or 157.5¢cm. 20 cubits 34'5 3/8” or 10.5m.

2 cubits  3'55/16" or 105cm. 10 cubits 17'2 11/16" or 5.25m.
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the sacrifices to the Lord. That is where ttthis is the place with my throne and footstool.
priests will eat the most holy offerings. And will live in this place among the people of
that is where they will put the most hol'israel forever. The family of Israel won't ruin
offerings. Why? Because this place is holy. Tlmy holy name again. The kings and their
most holy offerings are: the grain offerings, trpeople 'won't bring shame to my name by
sin offerings, and the guilt offeringé*The doing sexual sins* or by burying the dead
priests who enter the holy area must leave thygies of their kings in this placéThey
serving clothes in that holy place before the, ot bring shame to my name by putting
go out into the outer courtyard. Why? Becalyoir hreshold next to my threshold, and their
these clothes are holy. If a priest wants to go door post next to my door post. In the past,

the part of the temple where the other peo
are,Ft)hen he must g% to those rooms andppugonly a wall separated them from me. So they

other clothes. brought shame to my name every time they
sinned and did those terrible things. That is
The Outer Courtyard why | became angry and destroyed them.

15The man had finished measuring inside t Now let them take their sexual sins and the

Temple area. Then he brought me out throudead bodies of their kings far away from me.
the east gate and measured all around that a Then | will live among them forever.
16The man measured the east side with t 1*Now, Son of man,* tell the family of
ruler. It was 500 cubits* longi™He measured Israel about the temple. Then, when they learn
the north side. It was 500 cubits lori§He about the plans for the temple, they will be
measured the south side. It was 500 cubits loashamed of their sing1And they will be
19He went around to the west side arashamed of all the bad things they have done.
measured it. It was 500 cubits longHe Let them know the design of the temple. Let
measured the four walls that went all the _\Nithem know how it should be bu||t’ where the
around,the temple The wall was 500 cubitsentrances and exits are, and all the designs on
long and 500 cubits wide. It separated the NGt Teach them about all its rules and all its
area from the area that is not holy. laws. And write down these things for
everyone to see so they can obey all the laws
and rules for the templdZThis is the law of

he Glory of the God of Israel cam® temple: The whole area on the top of the
from the east. God's voice was loud like trmountain within these boundaries is most

sound of the sea. The ground was bright winOly- This is the law of the temple.

the light from the Glory of Go®The vision*

that | saw was like the vision | saw by th The Altar

Kebar Canal. | bowed with my face to th 13‘And these are the measurements of the

ground.“The Glory of the Lord came into thealtar* in cubits using the long measurement.*

temple through the east gate. There was a gutter all the way around the base
SThen the Spirit* picked me up and brougtof the altar. It was 1 cubit* deep, ajch side

me into the inner courtyard. The Glory of thwas 1 cubit wide. There was a rim around the

Lord filled the temple Sl heard someoneedge 1 span* high. And this was how tall the

speaking to me from inside the temple. Thaltar was24From the ground to the lower ledge,
man was still standing beside ni@he voice

from the temple said to me, “Son of man,
sexual sins This might also mean “turning away from God and
being unfaithful to him.”

The Lord Will Live Among His People
4 The man led me to the east ga&fEhere

500 cubits 861'3" or 262.5m. altar(s) A stone table or raised area used for offering sacrifices.
vision Something like a dream that God used to speak to peoglong measurement Literally, “a cubit and a handbreadth.”
Spirit  Or “spirit,” or “wind.” 1 cubit 1'85/8" or 52.5cm.

Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” ¢1 span The distance from the tip of the thumb to the tip of the
“a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel. little finger, about 9" or 22cm.
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the base measures 2 cubits.* It was 1 cubburnt offering to the LorcgSYou will prepare
wide. It measures 4 cubits* from the smallea goat every day for seven days for a sin
ledge to the larger ledge. It was 2 cubits widoffering. Also, you will prepare a young bull
15The place for the fire on the altar was 4 cuband a ram from the flock. These animals must
high. The four corers were shaped like horrhave nothing wrong with then#For seven
16The place for the fire on the altar was 1days the priests will make the altar pure and
cubits* long by 12 cubits wide. It was perfectiready for use in worshiping God?After
square17The ledge was also square, 14 cubitseven days, on the eighth day, the priests musi
long by 14 cubits wide. The border around offer your burnt offerings and fellowship
was 1/2 cubit* wide. (The gutter around thofferings on the altar. Then | will accept you.”
base was 2 cubits wide.) The steps going up The Lord my Master said these things.
the altar were on the east side.”

18Then the man said to me, “Son of man The Outer Gate
the Lord and Master says these things: ‘The 4 Then the man brought me back to the
are the rules for the altar:* At the time yo~ T~ Teast gate of the temple area. We were
build the altar, use these rules to offer buroutside the gate and the gate was shihe
offerings and to sprinkle blood on #%You Lord said to me, “This gate will stay shut. It
will give a young bull as a sin offering to thiwon't be opened. No one will enter through it.
men from Zadok’s family. These men are trWhy? Because the Lord of Israel has entered
priests from the family group of Levi. Theythrough it. So it must stay shifOnly the
are the men who serve me by bringing tiruler of the people may sit at this gate when
offerings to me.” The Lord my Master saiche eats a meal with the Lord. He must enter
these things20“You will take some of the through the porch of the gateway and go out
bull's blood and put it on the altar's fouithe same way.”
horns, on the four corners of the ledge, and '
the rim around it. In this way, you will make The Holiness of the Temple
the altar pure2iThen take the bull for the sin  4Then the man led me through the north gate
offering and burn it in the proper place in thto the front of the temple. | looked and saw the
temple area, outside the Temple building. ~ Glory of the Lord filling the Lord’s temple. |

220n the second day you will offer a malbowed with my face touching the groud@he
goat that has nothing wrong with it. It will beLord said to me, “Son of man,* look very
for a sin offering. The priests will make thecarefully! Use your eyes and ears. Look at these
altar* pure the same way they made it puthings. And listen very carefully to everything
with the bull.23When you have finishedthat I tell you about all the rules and laws about
making the altar pure you will offer a younithe Lord’s temple. Look carefully at the
bull that has nothing wrong with it and a ramentrances to the temple and at all the exits from
from the flock that has nothing wrong in itthe holy placeéThen give this message to all
24Then you will offer them before the Lordthe people of Israel that refused to obey me.
The priests will sprinkle salt on them. The Tell them, ‘The Lord my Master says these
the priests will offer the bull and ram up as things: Family of Israel, | have had enough of

the terrible things you have dorou brought

2 cubits 35 5/16 or 105, foreigners into my temple—and those people
1cubit 1'85/8 or 52.5cm. were not truly circumcised*—they did not give

4 cubits 6'105/8"or 2.1m. themselves completely to me. In this way you
12 cubits 208" or 6.3m. made my temple unclean. You broke our

14 cubits 24’1 3/8" or 7.35m.
1/2 cubit 10 5/16" or 26.25¢cm.
Son of man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,” otruly circumcised  Literally, “they were not circumcised in their

“a human being.” But here this is a title for the man, Ezekiel.  heart or in their body.” This was done to every male to show
altar(s) A stone table or raised area used for offering sacrifices  he shared in the Agreement God made with Israel. See
ram(s) A male sheep. Gen. 17:9-14.
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agreement and did terrible things, and then ycome near my table to serve me. They will
gave me the offerings of bread, the fat, and itake care of the things | gave thetWhen
blood. But this only made my temple uncleathey enter the gates of the inner courtyard,
8You did not take care of my holy things. Ncthey will wear linen clothes. They won't wear
you let foreigners have responsibility of mwool while they serve at the gates of the inner
holy place!™ ~ courtyard and in the templéSThey will wear
9The Lord my Master says these things, “linen turbans* on their heads. And they wil
foreigner '[h(—:l'[ is not truly circumcised* muswear linen underwear. They won't wear
not come into my temple—not even anything that makes them swea$Before
foreigner living permanently among thithey go out into the outer courtyard to the
people of Israel. He must be circumcised apeqple, they will take off the clothes they
he must give himself completely to niefore year while serving me. They will put these
he can come into my templédin the past, the ¢|othes away in the holy rooms. Then they
Levites left me when Israel tumed away frolyiii put on other clothes. in this way, they wil
me. Israel left me to follow their idols.* Thenqt jet people touch those holy clothes.
Levites will be punished for their sidiThe  2¢Thege priests won't shave their heads or
Levites were chosen to serve in my MOl their hajr grow long.This would show they
ﬁ’_'ﬁce- They dg_uar(rj]ed the ?at‘%?h()f tE.?l tgmﬁare sad, and the priests must be happy about
ey served in the temple. They Killed thgering the Lorg. The priests may only trim

animals for the sacrifices and bumnt offering " 4 o thair head€INone of the oriests

for the people. They were chosen to help tmay drink wine when they go into the inner
people and to serve theAtBut tho;se Levites courtyard.22The priests must not marry a
helped the people sin against me! They hel|cWi dow* or a divorced woman, No, they must

the people worship their idols! So | ar e .
makirr)lg tﬁis promise F;;1gainst them: ‘They wiMary only a virgin® from the family of Israel
be punished for their sin.” The Lord my°r &Wwoman whose dead husband was a priest.
Master said this ' 23'Also, the priests must teach my people the
13 : : ; : difference between the holy things and the
So the Levites will not bring offerings tothings that are not holy. They must help my

me like the priests. They won't come near al . :
of my holy things or the things that are mo people know what is clean and what is unclean.

holy. They must carry their shame because 2“The priests will be the judges in court. They
the terrible things that they digtBut | will let  Will follow my laws when they judge people.
them take care of the temple. They will wor They will obey my laws and my rules at all my

in the temple and do the things that must Special feasts. They will respect my special days
done in it. of rest and keep them hol§&They won't go

15The priests are all from the family groujnear a dead person to make themselves unclean.

of Levi. But only priests from Zadok's familyBut they may make themselves unclean if the
took care of my holy place when the people dead person is their father, mother, son,
Israel turned away from me. So only Zadok daughter, brother, or a sister that is not married.
descendants will bring offerings to me. The26This will make the priest unclearfter the

will stand before me to offer me the fat anpriest has been made clean, he must wait seven
the blood from the animals they sacrifice.days.2’Then he can go back into the holy place.
The Lord my Master said those things<But on the day he goes into the inner courtyard
16They will enter my holy place. They will to serve in the holy place, he must offer a sin

truly circumcised  Literally, “they were not circumcised in their turban(s) A head covering made by wrapping a long piece of
heart or in their body.” This was done to every male to shc  cloth around the head or around a cap worn on the head.
he shared in the Agreement God made with Israel. Swidow A woman whose husband has died.
Gen. 17:9-14. virgin A pure young woman that has not had sexual relations
idols  Statues of false gods that people worshiped. with anyone.
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offering for himself.” The Lord my Master saicwill be along the side of the holy area. It will
these things. be for all the family of IsraelThe ruler will
2&'About the land that will belong to thehave land on both sides of the holy area and of
Levites: | am their property. You won't givethe land belonging to the city. It will be in the
the Levites any propertffand) in Israel. | am area between the holy area and the area
their share in IsraefSThey will get to eat the helonging to the city. It will be the same width
grain offerings, the sin offerings, and the guias the land that belongs to a family group. It

offerings. Everything the people in Israel giv,; Il th from th h
to the Lord will be theirs30And the first part \g;s?%grdte?%\/ﬁiys :g:]ndt vsil\lNgfet 3? éd;aurlgc:,tse

of the harvest from every kind of crop will b(property in Israel. So the ruler wor't need to

for the priests. You will also give the priestmake ife hard for my people any more. But

the first of your dough. This will bring o ,
blessings to your hous&The priests must not €Y Will give the land to the Israelites for
their family groups.

eat any bird or animal that died a natural de¢ : :
or hadybeen torn to piecgsy a wild anima| °The Lord my Master said these things,
“Enough, you rulers of Israel! Stop being

The Division of the Land for Holy Use cruel and stealing things from people! Be fair

4 “You will divide the land for the and do good things! Stop forcing my people
Israelite family groups by throwingout from their homes!” The Lord my Master

lots.* At that time, you will separate a part osaid these things.
the land. It will be a holy part for the Lord 1%Stop cheating people. Use accurate scales
The land will be 25,000 cubits* long ancand measure$iThe ephalfa dry measureand
20,000 cubits* wide. All of this land will be the bath(a liquid measuremust be the same
holy. 2A square area that is 500 cubits* lonsjze: A bath and an ephah must both equal
on each side will be for the temple. There wi1/10 homer.* Those measures will be based on
be an open space around the temple thaithe homeri2A shekel* must equal 20 gerahs. A
50 cubits* wide.3In the holy area you will ming must equal 60 shekels. It must be equal to

measure 25,000 cubits long and 10,0090 ghekels plus 25 shekels plus 15 shekels.
cubits* wide. The temple will be in this area  137his is a special offering that you must
The temple area will be the Most Holy Place'give:

4This holy part of the land will be for the
priests, the servants of the temple, where th 1/6 ephah* of wheat for every homer*

come near to serve the Lord. It will be a plac of wheat;
for the priests’ houses and a place for tt 1/6 ephah of barley for every homer
temple.SAnother area, 25,000 cubits* long an of barley;
10,000 cubits* wide, will be for the Levites 14  1/10 bath* of olive oil for every cor*
who serve in the temple. This land will als of olive oil:
belong to the Levites for their cities to live in. Remember-

6*And you will give the city an area that is Ten baths make a homer.

5,000 cubits* wide and 25,000 cubits* long. | Ten baths make a cor.

15 And one sheep for every 200 sheep
lots Sticks, stones, or pieces of bone used like dice for making from every Wa[ering hole in Israel.
decisions. See Proverbs 16:33.
25,000 cubits 8.12 miles or 13.125km.
20,000 cubits 6.52 miles or 10.5km. This is from the Greekhomer A measure that equals about 6 bushels or 48.4 gallons or
translation. The Hebrew has 10,000 cubits (3.26 miles 220 liters.

5.25km). shekel A weight equal to 2/5 of an ounce or 11.5 grams. This
500 cubits 861'3" or 262.5m. also this became an amount of money too.
50 cubits 86'1 1/2" or 26.25m. 1/6 ephah 14 cups or 3.67 liters.
10,000 cubits 3.26 miles or 5.25km. 1/10 bath  1/2 gallon or 2.2 liters

5,000 cubits 1.63 miles or 2.625km. cor 55 gallons or 220 liters.
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“Those special offerings are for the graibull, and an ephafof barley with each ram.
offerings, for the burnt offerings, and for th And the ruler must give a hin* of oil for each
fellowship offerings. These offerings are tephah,of grain. 25The ruler must do the same
make the people pure.” The Lord my Mastithing for the seven days of the Festiyal
said these things. Shelters This festival begins on the 15th day of

16'Every person in the country will give tcthe seventh month. These offerings will be the
this offering for the ruler of Israel/But the sin offering, the burnt offering, the grain
ruler must give the things needed for ttoffering and the oil offering.”
special holy days. The ruler must provide tt

burnt offerings, the grain offerings, and th The Ruler and the Festivals '
drink offerings for the feast days, for the Ne' The Lord my Master says these things,
Moons, for the Sabbaths, and for all th ‘The east gate of the inner courtyard

special feasts of the family of Israel. The ruliwill be closed on the six working days. But it
must give all the sin offerings, grain offeringswill be opened on the Sabbath* day and on the
burnt offerings, and fellowship offerings theday of the New MooreThe ruler will go into
are used to make the family of Israel pure.” the porch of that gate and stand by the
18The Lord my Master says these thinggatepost. Then the priests will offer the ruler's
“In the first month, on the first day of theburnt offering and fellowship offerings. The
month, you will take a young bull that haruler will worship at the opening of that gate.
nothing wrong with it. You must use that bu Then he will go out. But the gate will not be
to make the temple purtThe priest will take shut until evening30n the Sabbath day and
some of the blood from the sin offering anon the day of the New Moon, the common
put it on the doorposts of the temple and (people will also worship the Lord at that gate.
the four corners of the ledge of the altar,* ar #The ruler will offer burnt offerings to the
on the posts of the gate to the inner courtyaLord on the Sabbath.* He must provide six
20vou will do the same thing on the sevenilambs that have nothing wrong with them, and a
day of that month for any person who heram* that has nothing wrong with fitle must
sinned by mistake or by not knowing it. Sgive an ephah* of grain offering with the ram.

you will make the temple pure. As for the grain offering with the lambs, the
ruler can give as much as he wants. But he must
Offerings During the Passover Feast give 1 hin* of olive oil for each ephah of grain.

21“On the 14th day of the first month you 8°On the day of the New Moon he must
must celebrate the Passover. The festival Offer a young bull that has nothing wrong it. He
unleavened bread* begins at this time. Thwill also offer six lambs and a ram that have
festival continues for seven dag@At that ime, nothing wrong with themThe ruler must give
the ruler will offer a bull for himself and for allan ephah* of grain offering with the bull, and
the people of Israel. The bull will be for a sian ephah of grain offering with the ram. As for
offering. 23During the seven days of the fea:the grain offering with the lambs, the ruler can
the ruler will offer seven bulls and seven ram:give as much as he wants. But he must give
that have nothing wrong with them. They wi 1 hin* of olive oil for each ephah of grain.
be burnt offerings to the Lord. The ruler wil  3'When the ruler goes in, he must enter at
offer one bull on every day of the seven days the porch of the east gate—and he must leave
the festival. And he will offer a male goat everthat same way.
day for a sin offering?4The ruler will give an  ¥'When the common people come to meet

ephah* of barlev as a arain offerina with eacrWith the Lord at the special feasts, the person
Pran ¥ g g who enters through the north gate to worship

altar(s) A stone table or raised area used for offering sacrifice:

unleavened bread Bread made without yeast. hin A liquid measure (1 gallon or 2.2 liters).

ram(s) A male sheep. Sabbath Saturday, a special day of rest and worship for Jews.
ephah A dry measure (3/5 bushel or 22 liters). ram(s) A male sheep.
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will go out through the south gate. The perscof freedom.* Then the gift will go back to the
who enters through the south gate will go oruler. Only the ruler's sons will keep a gift of
through the north gate. No one will return thland from the ruler18And the ruler will not
same way he entered. Each person must take any of the people’s land or force them to
out straight aheaddThe ruler should be thereleave their land. He must give some of his
among the people. When the people go in, town land to his sons. In that way, my people
ruler will go in with them. When they go outWwill not be forced to lose their land.”
the ruler will go out. o

LI“At the feasts and other special meeting The Special Kitchens
an ephah* of grain offering must be offere 19The man led me through the entrance at
with each young bull. And an ephah of graithe side of the gate. He led me to the holy
offering must be offered with each ram. As fcrooms for the priests on the north side. There |
the grain offering with the lambs, the ruler caSaw a place at the west godthe path 20The
give as much as he wants. But he must giman said to me, “This is the place where the
1 hin* of olive oil for each ephah of grain. ~ Priests will boil the guilt offering and the sin

12When the ruler gives a freewil Oﬁeringoﬁe_nng. It is where the priests will bake the
to the Lord—it might be a bumnt offering, ¢grain offering. Why? So they will not need to
fellowship offering, or a freewill offering— Pring these offerings out into the outer
the east gate will be opened for him. Then |cOurtyard. So they will not bring those holy
will offer his burnt offering and his fellowshipthings out where the common people are.

offerings like he does on the Sabbath* da  :Then the man led me out to the outer
After he leaves, the gate will be shut. courtyard. He led me to the four corners of the

courtyard. | saw smaller courtyards in each
, , corner of the large courtyar@There was a
13 The Dally O.ﬁe”ng : small, enclosed area in each of the four
Every day you will provide a year-old ;omers of the courtyard. Each small courtyard
lamb that has nothing wrong with it. It will be\ya5 40 cubits* long and 30 cubits* wide. The
for a burnt offering to the Lord. You will foyr areas measured the sa®@here was a
provide it every morningt4Also, you will prick wall around each of the four small
offer a grain offering with the lamb everycoyrtyards. And there were places built into
morning. You will give 1/6 ephahfof flour, - the brick walls for cooking24The man said to
and 1/3 hin* of oil to make the fine flourme, “These are the kitchens where the people

moist. It will be the daily grain offering to thethat serve at the temple cook the sacrifices for
Lord. 1550 they will give the lamb, the grairthe people.”

offering and the oil every morning, for a burr
offering forever.” The Water Flowing From the Temple
47The man led me back to the entrance of
Laws of Inheritance for the Ruler the temple. | saw water coming out

16The Lord my Master says these things’ «from under the east gate of the temple. (The

the ruler gives a gift from part of his land tfront of the temple is on the east side.) The
any of his sons, it will be|0ng to his sons. It jwater flowed down from under the south end

their property.17But if the ruler gives a gift of the temple and ran south of the altéiThe
from part of his land to one of his slaves, ttman led me out through the north gate and
gift will belong to the slave only until the yea

year of freedom Also called “Jubilee.” Every 50 years the
Israelites were to set their slaves free if they were Israelites.

ephah A dry measure (3/5 bushel or 22 liters). Also the people gave all the land back to the Israelite family
hin A liquid measure (1 gallon or 2.2 liters). that originally owned the land.
Sabbath Saturday, a special day of rest and worship for tt40 cubits 68'10 3/4” or 21m.

Jews. 30 cubits 51'8 1/16" or 15.75m.

1/6 ephah 14 cups or 3.67 liters. altar(s) A stone table or raised area used for offering sacrifices.
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then around the outside to the outer gate  Division of the Land for the Family Groups

the east side. The water was flowing out ¢ 13The Lord my Master says these things,

the south side of the gate. “These are the borders for dividing the land

~ 3The man walked east with a tape measiamong the twelve family groups of Israel.

in his hand. He measured 1,000 cubits.* Th josenh will have two partd4You will divide

he told me to walk through the water at th e jang equally. | promised to give this land to

place. The water was only ankle deéphe o ancestors.* So | am giving this land to you.

man measured another 1,000 cubits. Then " 15:1ara are the borders of the land: On the

tT0r|1d me LO walk through the water a; that pl?ﬁ north side, it goes from the Mediterranean Sea
ere, the water came up to my knees. Thy, vhe \ay of Hethlon where the road turns

he measured another 1,000 cubits and told
' toward Hamath, and on to Zedd@Berothah,
to walk through the water at that place. The'Sibraim (which is on the border between

the water was waist deef’he man measurec .
another 1,000 cubits. But there the water WDamaspus and Hamath) and Hazer Hatticon,
which is on the border of Haurah/So the

too deep to cross. It had become a river. Tb der will qo from th 0 H E
water was deep enough to swim in. It was 0r¢er Wil go from Ih€ sea 1o mazar £nan on
the northern border of Damascus, and

river that was too deep to cro§hen the man Hamath. This will be on the north side.

said to me, “Son of Man,* did you pay clos' " : :
attention to the things you saw?” 18‘0On the east side, the border will go from

Then the man led me back along the side Hazar Enan between Hauran and Damascus
the river.7As | walked back along the side o@nd continue along the Jordan River between

of the water8The man said to me, “This wate S€a and all the way to Tamar. This will be the
flows east, down to the Arabah Vall@fhis €astern border. _
water flows into the Dead Sea so the water 1%'On the south side, the border will go
that sea becomes fresh and clean. There from Tamar all the way to the oasis at
many fish in this water. And all kinds o'Meribah-kadesh. Then it will go along the
animals live where this river goe¥You can Brook of Egypt to the Mediterranean Sea.
see fishermen standing by the river all the wThis will be the southern border.

from En Gedi to En Eglaim. You can see the 2%On the west side, the Mediterranean Sea
throwing their fishing nets and catching marwill be the border all the way to the area in
kinds of fish. There are as many kinds of fish front of Lebo Hamath. This will be your
the Dead Sea as there are in the Mediterranwestern border.

Sea.l1But the swamps and small areas of w  21“So you will divide this land among you
land will not become fresh. They will be leffor the family groups of IsraeB2You will

for salt. 12All kinds of fruit trees will grow on divide it as a property for yourselves and for
both sides of the river. Their leaves never Wthe foreigners who live among you and who
become dry and fall. The fruit will never stolhave had children among you. These
growing on those trees. The trees will produforeigners will be residents—they will be like
fruit every month. Why? Because the water fnatyral horn Israelites. You will divide some
the trees comes from the temple. The fruit ffojang for them among the family groups of
the trees will be for food, and their leaves Wijrae| 23The family group where that resident
be for healing. lives must give him some land.” The Lord my

Master said these things!
1,000 cubits 1/3 mile or .525km.

Son of Man This was usually just a way of saying “a person,
or “a human being.” But here this is a title for the marancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
Ezekiel. grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
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The Land for the Family Groups of Israel of this land. They will not be able to sell any
4 1-*The northern border goes east frorof this land. They must not cut up this part of
he Mediterranean Sea, to Hethlon tthe country! Why? Because this land belongs
Hamath Pass, and then all the way to Hazto the Lord—it is very special. It is the best
Enan. This is on the border between Damascpart of the land.
and Hamath. The land for the family groups | ,
this group will go from the east of thes The Shares for the City Property
borders to the west. From north to south, ti  13There will be an area of land 5,000 cubits*
family groups in this area are: Dan, Ashewide by 25,000 cubits* long that is left over
Naphtali, Manasseh, Ephraim, Reuben, Judafrom the land given to the priests and Levites.
. . This land can be for the city, for grasslands for
The Special Section of Land animals and for building houses. The common
8The next area of land will be for a speciepeople may use this land. The city will be in the
use. This land is south of Judah’s land. Thmiddle of it. 16These are the city’'s measure-
area is 25,000 cubits* long from north tments: The north side will be 4,500 cubits.* The
south. And from east to west, it will be asouth side will be 4,500 cubits. The east side
wide as the land that belongs to the othwill be 4,500 cubits. The west side will be
family groups. The temple will be in the4 500 cubits17The city will have grasslands.
middle of this section of lancYou will These grasslands will be 250 cubits* on the
dedicate this land to the Lord. It will bénorth and 250 cubits on the south. They will be
25,000 cubits long and 20,000 cubits* widep50 cybits on the east and 250 cubits on the
10This special area of land will be dividetyest. 18hat is left of the length along the side
among the priest and Levites. ___of the holy area will be 10,000 cubits* on the
The priests will get one part of this arézgagt and 10,000 cubits on the west. This land
The land will be 25,000 cubits* long on thiyj| pe along the side of the holy area. This land

north side, 10,000 cubits™ wide on the Wey;ij grow food for the city workersiSThe city
side, 10,000 cubits wide on the east side, &yqrkers will fill this land. The workers will be
25,000 cubits long on the south side. Tffrom all the family groups of Israel.

Lord’s temple will be in the middle of this™ aprhig special area of land will be square. It

area O(fj 'at”d#rhis land is forf] Zad?k’bs will be 25,000 cubits* long by 25,000 cubits
escendants, | NESe Men WEre Chosen 10 b€, iqe “yoy must set apart this area for its

holy priests. Why? Because they continued special purposes. One part is for the priests.

serve me when the other people of Israel It - . :
me. Zadok’s family did not leave me like thﬁgecirt’;rt s for the Levites. And one part is for

other people from the family group of Levi 21-22Part of that special land will be for the

12This special share from this holy part of th :

land will be especially for these priests. It wiUle" Of the country. That special area of land

be next to the land of the Levites. Is square. It is 25,000 cubits* long by
13Next to the land for the priests th¢25,000 cubits wide. Part of this special land is

Levites will have a share of the land. It wil b‘for the priests and part of it is for the Levites,

25,000 cubits* long and 10,000 cubits* wide2Nd Part of itis for the temple. The temple is
They will get the full length and width of thiin the middle of this area of land. The rest of

land—25,000 cubits long and 20,000 cubitethe land belongs to the ruler of the country.
wide. 14The Levites will not sell or trade an»The ruler will get the area between the land of

Benjamin and the land of Judah.

25,000 cubits 8.12 miles or 13.125km.

20,000 cubits 6.52 miles or 10.5 km. Most Greek copies hav 5,000 cubits 1.63 miles or 2.625km.
25,000 cubits and Hebrew has 10,000 cubits. But see Ez.45:4,500 cubits 1.47 miles or 2.36km.

10,000 cubits 3.26 miles or 5.25km. 250 cubits 430'7 1/2" or 131.25m.
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23-27'South of this special area will be the “The north side of the city will be 4,500
land for the famlly groups that lived east Ccubits* |0ng.31'|'here will be three gates:

the Jordan River. Each family group will get po, yervs Gate, Judah's Gate, and Levi's Gate.

section of land that goes from the easte . ) J
border to the Mediterranean Sea. From noi -2 11e €ast side of the city will be 4,500

to south, these family groups are: Benjamicubits* long. There will be three gates: Joseph's
Simeon, Issachar, Zebulun, and Gad. ~ Gate, Benjamin's Gate, and Dan’s Gate.
28The south border of Gad's land will g 33:The south side of the city will be 4,500

Irhoerz T:llrggg tct)theBCr)ggiE %ff M;ggg?'i(gdfhﬁ cubits* long. There will be three gates: Simeon’s

Mediterranean Sed%nd that is the land that Gate, Issachar's Gate, and Zebulun's Gate.
you will divide among the family groups of 3#The west side of the city will be 4,500
Israel. That is what each group will get.” Theubits* long. There will be three gates: Gad’s
Lord my Master said these things! Gate, Asher's Gate, and Naphtali's Gate.
The Gates of the City 35The distance around the city will be
3¢These are the gates of the city. The gat18,000 cubits.* From now on, the name of the
will be named for the family groups of Israel. city will be: THe LorD IS THERE*

4,500 cubits 1.47 miles or 2.36km.

18,000 cubits 5.87 miles or 9.45km.

THE LorD Is THERE In Hebrew this name sounds like
Jerusalem.



