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1102

Malachi

A message from God. This message But you say, “What makes that bread
from the Lord to Israel. God used Malacfunclean?”

to give this message. .The Lord said,“You don’t show respect
for my table(altar). 8You bring blind animals

God Loves Israel as sacrifices.* And that is wrong! You bring

2The Lord said, “I love you people.” sick and crippled animals for sacrifices. And

But you said, “What shows you love us?” that is wrong! Try giving those sick animals

The Lord said, “Esau was Jacob's brotheas a gift to your governor. Would he accept
Right? But | chose* Jacol3And | did not those sick animals? No! He would not accept
accept* Esau. | destroyed Esau’s hillthose gifts!” The Lord All-Powerful said
country.* Esau’s country was destroyed, arthese things!
now only wild dogs* live there.” %Priests, you should ask the Lord to be

4Maybe the people of Edom will say, “egood to us. But he does not listen to you. And
were destroyed. But we will go back anit i.s all your'fault.” The Lord All-Powerful
build our cities again.” said these things. _

But the Lord All-Powerful says, “If they = 20'Surely, some of you priests could close
build those cities again, then | wil destroy theitn€ temple doors and light the fires correctly. |
again” That is why people say Edom is an e\&M 1ot pleased with you. I will not accept your
country—a nation the Lord hates forever. gifts.” The Lord All-Powerful said these things.

5You people saw these things and you sa 1I*People all around the world respect my

“The Lord is great, even outside of Isragli” NaMme. All-around the world people bring good
’ gifts to me. They burn good incense* as a gift

The People Don't Respect God to me. Why? Because my name is important
6The Lord All-Powerful said, “Children to all those people.” The Lord All-Powerful

honor their father. Servants honor their mastelSaiOI these things.
12“ 1
| am your Father, so why don’t you honor me? But you people show that you don't

) respect my name. You say that the Lord’s
am your Master, S0 why don't you respect Mepje atan'is unclean. 23And you don't like
You priests don't respect my name.

But you say, "What have we done thethe food from that table. You smell the food

h don' t o and refuse to eat it. You say it is bglt that
S ?‘4’? wcle_ 0(;] re3p§$ yo%r name: oqn+ 1S N0t true, Then you bring sick, crippled, and
bread eLor lsalf,J' Ou bring unclean™ nyrt animals to me. You try to give sick
read to my altar! animals to me as sacrifices. But | will not
accept those sick animals from yddSome
chose Or, “loved.”
did not accept Or, “hated.”
Esau's hill-country This means the country Edom. Edom watsacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usually, it was a special animal that
another name for Esau. was killed and burned on an altar.
wild dogs  Literally, “jackals.” incense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-
unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship. smelling smoke, it was offered as a gift to God..
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people have good, male animals that thipriest and learn God’s teachings. A priest
could give as sacrificegBut they don’t give should be God’s messenger to the people.”
those good animals to m&ome people bring & The Lord said,“But you priests stopped
good animals to me. They promise to givfollowing me! You used the teachings to make
those healthy animals to me. But then thepeople do wrong. You ruined the Agreement
secretly exchange those good animals awith Levi!” The Lord All-Powerful said these
they give me sick animals. Bad things wilthings! %*You don't live the way | told you!
happen to those people! | am the Great KinYou have not accepted my teachings! So |
.You should respect mgPeople all around Will make you become not important—people
the world respect me!” The Lord All-Powerfu Will not respect you!”

: e
said those things! Judah Was Not True to God

Rules for Priests 10We all have the same fathé®od). The
“Priests, this rule is for you! Listen to me same God made every one of us! So why do

Pay attention to the things | say! Sho\P€ople cheat their brothers? Those people
honor to my name2If you don't respect my Show that they don't respect the Agreement.
name, then bad things will happen to you. y(They don’t respect the Agreement that our
will say blessings,* but they will becomeancestors made with GodlThe people of .
curses.* | will make bad things happe Judah cheated other people. People in
because you don’t show respect for my nameJerusalem and Israel did terrible things! God
The Lord All-Powerful said these things.  10Ves the temple. But the people in Judah

3‘Look, | will punish your descendants didn’t respect the Lord’s holy temple. The
During the holidays, you priests offe people of Judah began to worship that foreign
sacrifices to me. You take the dung and insi §0ddesst2The Lord will remove those people

parts from the dead animals, and throw thofrom Judah's family. Those people might

: bring gifts to the Lord—but it will not help.
Fgg?g%ﬁul} l/vvi\flmbsemt?]?(ra\wr?ta?/\bjgg \?vﬂr)( ?tllWou can cry and cover the Lord's altar with

4Then you will learn why | am giving you thistears, but the Lord will not accept your gifts.

command. | am telling you these things so n;(r;g tl)_r?r:g tv(\)nlrlmr;]ot be pleased with the things
Lo J B :
fgrrgi\wggwg:‘tur} sLaei\él thVeWSIL ‘t:ﬁirr‘]tégue' The ““1ayou ask, “Why are our gifts not accepted
- - 2" Why?
5 The Lord said, 'l made that Agreement by the Lord?” Why? Because the Lord saw the

with Levi. | promised to give him life and bad things you did—he is a witness® against

; \ you. He saw you cheat on your wife. You
peace—and | gave those things to him! Lej ;e heen married to that woman since you

EESp.ECted me! He showed honor to my nammyere young. She was your girlfriend. Then
Levi taught the true teachings. Levi didn you made your vows* to each other—and she
teach lies! Levi was honest and he lovepecame your wife,But you cheated on her
peace. Levi followed me and saved marisgog wants hushands and wives to become
people from being punished for the bad thintone hody and one spirit. Why? So they would
they did. ’A priest should know God's have holy children. So protect that spiritual
teachings. People should be able to go tcynity. Don't cheat on your wife. She has been
your wife from the time you were young.

blessings Words asking for good things to happen to a person 16The Lord God of Israel says, “I hate

that ries to obey God's law. _ divorce. And | hate the cruel things that men
curses Warnings about bad things that will happen to a persen

that does not obey God.
Agreement Literally, “Proof.” The flat stones with the Ten temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.
Commandments written on them were proof of the Agreemewitness A person that tells what he has seen or heard.
between God and Israel. vow(s) A special promise. Here it means the promise a man and
Levi The family group of Israel that did the work of priests. woman make to each other when they are married.
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do. So protect your spiritual unity. Don't chet Stealing from God
on your wife." 6 am the Lord, and | don’t change. You
o are Jacob’s children, and you have not been
The Special Time of Judgment completely destroyedBut you never obeyed

17You have taught wrong things. And thosmy laws. Even your ancestors stopped
wrong teachings made the Lord very sad. Yifollowing me. Come back to me, and | will
taught that God likes people that do become back to you.” The Lord All- Powerful
things. You said God thinks those people zSaid these things. ,
good. And you taught that God does n YOU say, ‘How can we come back?
punish people for doing bad things. 8 Stop stealing things from GodPeople

The Lord All-Powerful says, “l am sendincshould not steal things from God, but you

*stole things from me!
my messenger to prepare the way for v “You sgy What did we steal from you?

Then suddenly, the Master you are 100king ' wy 1, 'should have given me one-tenth of
will come to his temple.* Yes, the MeSSENdy our things. You should have given me
of the New, Agreement that you want reallyspecial gifts, But you did not give those
Is coming! _ things to me.%In this way, your whole nation
2'No person can prepare for that time. Nhas ‘stolen things from me. So bad things are
person can stand against him when he comhappening to you.” The Lord All-Powerful
He will be like a burning fire. He will be likesaid these things.
the strong soap people use to make thin 10The Lord All-Powerful says, “Try this
clean.3He will make the Levites* clean.* Hetest. Bring one-tenth of your things to me. Put
will make them pure, like silver is made pure-those things in the treasury. Bring food to my
with fire! He will make them pure like gold anchouse. Test me! If you do those things, then |
silver. Then they will bring gifts to the Lord—Will truly bless you. Good things will come to
and they will do those things the right wayYOU like rain falling from the sky. You will
4Then the Lord will accept the gifts from Juda 2?)\{el Qo[)eetshtin gggturgor;/ OJSL/?r)(/;trhc;ﬁg%Wl\uour
ﬁgd”igrtl;]sea{ﬁ?é :«tar\:\g"a%%.lT”r(\eerllnl t\t]vﬁl ILl"zl)snt{eltté')\"grapevmes will all produce grapes.” The Lord

. : : - All-Powerful said these things.
you—and | will do the right thing.  will be Iike ™ 52:pecle from other nations vill be good to

a person that is ready to tell the judge about 'yoy you will truly have a wonderful country.”
bad things people did. Some people do eThe Lord All-Powerful said these things.
magic. Some people do the sin of adultery

Some people make false promises. Sor The Special Time of Judgment

people cheat their workers—they don’t pe  13The Lord says, “You said mean things
them the money they promised. People doito me.”

help widows and orphans.* People don't he But you ask, “What did we say about you?”

strangers. People don't respect me!” The Lo 14You said, “It is useless to worship the

All-Powerful said these things. Lord. We did the things the Lord told us— but
we didn’'t gain anything. We were sgdr our
sing like people crying at a funeral. But it

temple Or, “palace.” idn’ 15 i
Levite(s) A person from the family group of Levi. The Levitesdldnt help' We think prOUd people are

helped the priests in the temple and also worked for the ci\hlappY- Evil people succeed. They do bad

government. things to test God'’s patience—and God does
clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship. not punish them.”
adultery Breaking the marriage promise by sexual sin. 16God’s followers spoke with each other

widows and orphans Widows are women whose hushands hav . .
died, and orphans are children whose parents have died. O@Hd the Lord listened to them. There is a book

these people have no one to care for them. in front of him. In that book are the names of



1105 MALACHI 3:17-4:6

God’s followers. Those are the people th.bring healing power like the sun’s rays. You
honor the Lord’s name. will be free and happy, like calves freed from
17The Lord said, “Those people belong ttheir stalls.*3Then you will walk on those evil
me. | will be kind to them. A man is very kincpeople—they will be like ashes under your
to his children that obey him. In the same wafeet. | will make those things happen at that

| will be kind to my followers.18You people time of judgment.” The Lord All-Powerful
will come back to me. And you will learn thesaid these things!
difference between good and evil. You wil 4‘Remember and obey the law of Moses.
learn the difference between a person thMoses was my servant. | gave those laws and
follows God and a person that does not. rules to him at Mount HorefSinai). Those

“That time of judgment is coming. It will laws are for all the people of Israel.”

be like a hot furnace. All those prouc 35The Lord said,“Look, | will send Elijah
people will be punished. All those evil peoplthe prophet to you. He will come before that
will burn like straw. At that time, they will be great and terrible time of judgment from the
like a bush burning in the fire—and there wiLord. 6Elijah will help the parents become
not be a branch or root left.” The Lord All-close to their children. And he will help the
Powerful said these things. children become close to their parents. This

2“But, for my followers, goodness will must happen, or (God) will come and
shine on you like the rising sun. And it wil completely destroy your country!”

stalls  Small rooms or areas surrounded by a fence where people
keep their animals.



